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PREFACE. 


IT  is  not  my  mteDtioii<to  detain  the  reader  by  ex- 
patiating on  the  variety,  or  the  importance  of  the 

iiibjed^,  which  I  have  undertaken  to  treat :  flifce  the 
merit  of  the  choice  would  ferve  to  render  the  weak- 
nels  of  the  execution  ftill  more  apparent,  and  ftill 
lefs  excufable.  But  as  1  have  preflimed  to  lay  before 
the  Public  a  firfi  volume  only  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  it  will  per- 
haps be  expefted  that  I  fhould  explain,  in  a  few 
words,  the  nature  and  limits  of  my  general  plan. 

The  memorable  (eries  of  revolutions,  which,  in 
the  courfe  of  about  thirteen  centuries,  gradually  un- 
dennined,  and  at  length  deftroyed,  the  iblid  fabric  of 
Roinan  greatnefs,  may,  with  (bme  propriety,  be  divided 
into  the  three  following  periods. 


Vol.  I. 
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L  The 


vi  PREFACE. 

I.  The  firft  of  thefe  periods  may  be  traced  from 
the  age  of  Trajan  and  the  Antonines,  when  the  Ro- 
man monarchy  having  attained  its  full  ftrength  and 
maturity,  began  to  verge  towards  its  decline;  and 
will  extend  to  the  iubverfion  of  the  weftem  empire, 
by  the  barbarians  of  Germany  aad  Scythia,  the  rude 
anceilor^  of  the  moil  poliihed  natione  of  modem 
£urop%  This  extraoiduiaiy  revoltttion»'whi<^h  fub-* 
je£ted  Rome  to  the  power  of  a  Gothic  conquaror, 
was  completed  about  the  beg^ioaiag  of  the  fhAth 
century* 

II.  The  fccond  period  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
Rome,  may  be  (uppoiM  to  cooukieiiGe  with  tha  i^ga 
of  Judinfany  who  by  his  kwfty  as  well  as  by  his  vic- 
tories, reilored  a  tranfient  iplendor  to  the  Eaftern 
Empire.  It  will  oofnprehend  the  kiTalkm  of  Itaiy  by 
the  Lombards;  the  conqueft  of  the  Afiaticand  Aiiacab 

.  provinces  by  the  Arabs,  who  embraced  the  religion 
of  Mahomet)  the  revok  of  che  Rmdan  people  agnoft 
the  feeble  princes  of  Conftmitmople;  avdthe  deva- 
tion  of  Charlemagne,  who,  in  the  year  eight  hun- 

^  dred^ 
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dred,  efttfbtiflied  the  (ocondi  or  Genm  jBmpire  of 
the  we^ 

III.  The  kft  ^nd  longcft  of  thcfe  periods  includes 
itbottt  feveB  centuries  and  a  half^  from  iktt  revival  fA' 
tihe  Wefteni  Bnipire,  titt  tlw  taking  -of  Conftantii^o- 
by  the  Turks,  and  the  extinction  of  a  degenerate 
race  of  j^inoes^  who  cootinuod  to  afiume  the  titles 
of  Cae&r  and'  Auguftua,  .aft^  their  dominions  were 
coDtracbed  to  the  limits  of  a  finglc  city  ;  in  which  the 
language,  as  well  as  mannccsy  of  the  ancient  Romans^ 
hsd  hetn  long  ftOice  loigotfien.  Hie  writer  who 
fhould  undertake  to  relate  the  events  of  this  period, 
would  (find  himielf  obliged  (o  enter  into  the  general 
hiftory  of  the  Cru(ades,  as  far  as  they  contributed  to 
the  ruin  of  the  Greek  Empire  j  and  he  would  fcarcely 
be  able  to  reftrain  his  curioiity  from.  molMng  ibme 
inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  city  of  Rome,  during 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  middle  ages. 

As  I  have  ventured  perhaps  too  haftily  to  commit 

to  the  prefs,  a  work,  which,  in  every  fenfe  of  the 

A  3  word, 


n  P   R   B   F   A   C  E. 

word,  defervcfi  the  epithet  of  imperfeft,  I  eon^ 
fider  myfelf  as  contra£ting  an  engagement  to  finilL, 
moft  probably  in  a  iecond  volumey  the  iirft  of  thefe 
memorable  periods ;  and  to  deliver  to  the  Publie,  the 
complete  hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  Rome, 
from  the  age  of  the  AntoniaeSy  to  the  fubverilon  of 
the  Weftem  Empire.  With  regard  to  the  (iiblequent 
periods,  though  I  may  entertain  Ibme  hopes,  I  dare 
not  prefume  to  give  any  aiTurances.  The  execution 
of  fuch  an  extenfive  plan,  as  I  have  traced  out,  and 
which  might  perhaps  be  comprehended  in  about  four 
volamesy  would  fill  up  the  long  interval  between 
ancient  and  modern  hiftory;  but  it  would  require 
many  years  of  health,  of  leifure,  and  of  perfcve- 
ranee. 

Bbntinck-Strcet^ 
Feb.  t,  1776. 
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HIS      T      O     R  Y 

OF  THE 

DECLINE  AND  FALL 

O  F   T  H  B 

ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

— 

CHAP.  I. 

Thi  Extent  and  Military  Force  of  the  Empire  in  the 

of  the  Antonines% 

IN  the  fisoood  century  of  theChrifliui  JEia*  the  empire  of  Rone  bmdiaiHi; 
comprelieaded  the  fiiireft  part  of  the  cuth*  tnd  the  mc^  dyU 
lized  portion  of  numkind.  The  fioatten  of  that  extenfive 
monarchy  were  guarded  by  andent  renown  and  dUbplined  valour. 
The  gentlct  hut  powerful  influence  of  laws  and  manners  had  gm- 
dually  cemented  the  union  of  the  provinoea.   Their  peaceful  in- 
habitants enjoyed  and  abufed  the  advantages  of  wealth  and  Ittzury. 
The  image  of  a  firee  conAitution  was  preferved  with  decent  reverence. 
The  Roman  fenatt  appeared  to  poiTefs  the  ibverdgn  authority,  and 
devolved  on  the  emperora  all  the  executive  powen  of  government. 
During  a  happy  period  of  more  than  fourfcore  years,  the  public  , 
adminiftration  was  conduced  by  the  virtue  and  abilities  of  Trajan, 
Hadrian,  and  the  two  Antonincs.  It  is  the  defign  of  this  and  of  the 
two  fuccecding  chapters,  to  del'cribe  the  profperous  condition  of 
their  empire;  and  afterwards,  from  the  death  of  Marcus  An  ton  i- 
VoL.  I.  '  B  .  nus» 
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THE   DECLINE  AND  FALL 


fiU;  a  revdutioa  which  wiXi  e?er  be  remembered*  and  it  fiill  fdc 

by  Ae  nations  of  the  earth. 
Mo*f«ta«  The  principal  oonquefts  of  the  Romans  were  atchieved  under  the 
republic;  and  the  empoors,  for  the  moil  parti  were  fatisfied  with 
preferving  thofe  dominions  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  policy 
of  the  fenate,  the  a^ve  emulation  of  the  confuls,  and  the  martial 
enthufiafm  of  die  people.  The  feven  firft  centuries  were  filled  with 
a  rapid  fucceffion  of  triumphs;  but  it  was  referved  for  Auguftus, 
to  relinquifli  the  ambitious  defign  of  fubduing  the  whole  earth,  and 
to  introduce  a  fpiril  of  moderation  into  the  public  councils.  In- 
clined to  peace  by  his  temper  and  (ituation,  it  was  eafy  for  him  to 
diicover,  that  Rome,  ia  hex  prefent  exalted  iltuation,  huA  much 
lefs  to  hope  than  to  fear  from  t|ie  chance  of  arms ;  and  that*  in  the 
ptofeciitioiii  of  remote  vaitf  ihe  mdertildng  beeune  every  day 
ftnime  jUOkoll^  Aft  «vfiA  ipnK  douMbi»  «ad  Ae  ^effioft  apse 
precarioiMt  and  left  beneficial.  The  eaqpeiience  of  Auguftut  added 
wdgbt  to  diefe  lalatary  refle^ons.  Inflead  of  expofing  his  perfim 
,  sndlusl^fiointo  ihe  arxom  of  ikt  Pardnans,  lie  ia6«fied  himldf 
tvidi  die  TeftitutioB  <tf  tlie  ilndards -and  priibnerfe 'which  1^ 
iftlftitdefett6f 0ralii8\  . 

•  Hit  genetali,  lb  "die  early  part  cif  liit  reign,  attempted  Ae  te- 

ihidion  of  ^Sthiofna  and  Arabia  Telix.  They  marched  near  a 
Ihooli&nd  miles  to  the  fonth  of  the  tropic ;  but  the  heat  of  die  climate 
fnan  repelled  the  invaders,  and  prote^ed  the  vnwarlike  nadves  Tif 
thofe  fequcftercd  regions*.  The  northern  comftries  of  Europe 
icarcely  deferved  the  eiEpenGeand  labour  of  the  conqueft.  The  foreds 
ttidincrrainra  of  Germany  were  filled  with  a  hardy  race  of  barbari* 
ans,  who  dcfpifed  life  when  it  was  feparated  from  freedom  j  and 
though,  on  the  firft  attack,  tlicy  feemed  to  yield  to  the  weight 
of  the  Roman  power,  they  foon,  by  a  fignal  aft  of  defpair,  re-» 
gained  their  independence,  and  reminded  Auguftus  of  the  vicif- 
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or  THB  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  ^ 

(itude  of  fortune  *.    On  the  death  of  that  emperor,  his  teftameirt 

was  publickly  read  in  the  fenate.    He  bequeathed,  as  a  valuable 

legacy  to  his  fucceflbrs,  the  advice  of  confining  the  empire  within 

thofe  limits,  which  Nature  leemed  to  have  placed  as  its  permanent 

bulwark*  and  boundaries ;  on  the  wdl  the  Atlantic  ocean;  die 

RtiiaeandDuiiilitan  tte  aordis  dit  EaplaratM  on  die  caft;  aa4. 

-toivardt  the  fimtli,  die  Andgrdefertt  of  Arabia  and  A£rica\ 

'  fi^ppily  for  die  icpole  of  maakkidi  tie  modeiate  fjflcm  veeooi-  imiuted  b/ 

mended  by  dieimflooiof  Aagaftaa,  waaadopced  by  die  fear*  and'  ^^"""'^ 

^cesof  hbimmrdiaiwfiiceeflfata.  Engaged  in  die  pwiiiit  of  pleafiv^ 

or  in  die  eserdfe  of  tpumf,  die  firft  Cm&n  tdiom  Ikewed 

diemielTea.  to  dw  aradhsa»  oriodia  proaiaeeai  not wme di^fr dif- 

fwrfed  to  fttflfer,  diat  diofe-trinoBpfia  wbidi  tbcir  ladolenee  naglafted, 

ibould  be  ufurped  by  tlie  condu£i  and  valour  of  tbeirUeittieBantBb 

•The  military  faine  of  a  fubgod  wma  coniidcred  as  an  infolent  in* 

-vafioo  of  the  Imperial  prerogatlTe ;  and  it  became  the  duty,  as  weU 

as  intcrcft  of  every  Roman  general,  to  guard  the  frontiers  eatrafted 

to  his  care,  without  afpiring  to  conqucrts  which  might  have  proved 

no  lefs  fatal  to  himfelf  than  to  the  vanquiflied  barbarians'. 

The  only  acccffion  which  the  Roman  empire  received,  during  Cont^ueftof 
the  firft  century  of  the  Chriftian  MrZy  was  the  province  of  Britain.  fiiefaft«»^ 


In  this  finglc  iiiftaace  the  fucccflbrs  of  Caefar  and  Auguftus  were 
perfuaded  to  follow  the  example  of  the  former,  rather  than  the 
precept  of  the  latter.  The  proximity  of  its  fituation  to  the  coaft  of 
Gaul  feaaaed  to  invite  their  arms  ;  the  pleafing,  though  doubtful 
imoUigience'  of  a  pearl  fiiliery,  attraded  their  avarice ' ;  and  a« 
Botaawaa  netrnd  in  the  l^t  of  n  dilKna  and  iofulated  worid^ 
d»eDnqiMitfattody  ftnned-any  emepdon-  to-  die  general  fyftea  of 
voadasnfal  aaeafiimi.  AAev  »  war  of  abont  forty  years,  undei^ 
talBn  bf  dm  mofc  fl»pid'%  maiatained'  by  die  moft  diflblute, 
Mid  tmninated  by  die  mol^  timid'  o#  tXL  the  emperors,  the  far 
greater  paitr  of  die  tflaiid  fnbniitted  to  the  Roman  yolse**  •  The 

B-  9  Tarious 


CtptiOB  19  ib 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

▼arkwt  tnbes  of  Brit(ms  poflelTed  valour  without  .condu£^»  and  tbr 
love  of  freedom  without  the  ipirit  of  onion.  They  took  up  arm* 
wiA  laWige  fieroenefs;  they  laid  them  down,  or  turned  them 
againft  each  other  with  wild  inoonftancy;  and  while  they  fbughc 
fingly.  they  were  fiicoeffively  fubdued.  Neither  the  finrtitude  of 
Caradactts,  not  the  defpair  of  Boadicea,  nor  the  £uiaticirm  of  the 
Druids  could  avert  the  flavery  of  their  country,  or  sefiA  the  fieady 
progrela  of  the  imperial  generals,  who  maintained  the  oadonal 
g1ory»  when  the  throne  was  difgraced  by  the  weakeft,  or  the  moft 
vicious  of  mankiod*  At  the  very  time  when  Domitian*  confined  to 
his  palace*  felt  the  terrors  which  he  infpired  ;  his  legions,  under  the 
command  of  the  virtuous  Agricola,  defeated  the  coUeded  force 
of  the  Caledonians,  at  the  foot  of  the  Grampian  hills  ;  and  his  fleets, 
venturing  to  explore  an  unknown  and  dangerous  navigation9 
difplayed  the  Roman  arms  round  every  part  of  the  illand.  The 
conqueft  of  Britain  was  confidcred  as  already  atchievcd  ;  and  it  was 
the  defign  of  Agricola  to  complete  and  enlurc  his  fuccefs,  by  the 
eafy  redudion  of  Ireland,  for  which,  in  his  opinion,  one  legion  and 
a  few  auxiliaries  were  fufficient^  The  weftern  ifle  might  be 
improved  into  a  viluaUe  pofli^ffion,  and  the  Britona  would  wear 
their  chains  wkh  the  left  relua:ance,  if  the  profped  and  example  of 
fiwedom  was  on  every  fide  removed  6mm.  before  their  eyes. 

Bui  the  fuperior  merit  of  Agricola  fixm  occafioned  his  removal 
from  the- govemmeiM  of  Britain;  and  £at  ever  dilappointed  tlut 
lational;  though  extenfivelcheme  of  conqueft.  Before  his  depar- 
turct  die  prudent  geatral  had  provided  for  ftauaty  aawell  as  for 
domiuon.  He  had  obferved«  that  the  iflaod  is  almoft  divided  into 
two  unequal  parts,  by  the  oppofite  gulfs*  or  as  they  are  now  cslled* . 
the  Firths  of  Scodand.  Actofs  the  narrow  interval  of  about  forty 
miles,  he  had  drawn  a  line  of  military  Nations,  whidh  was  after^ 
wards  fortified  in  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  by  a  turf  rampatt 
etched  oa  fouadatioos-  of  fioae*".  This  vaU  of  Antpninut,  at  a 
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linall  diftance  beyond  the  modern  cities  of  Ediaburgh  and  Gla^ 

gow,  was  fixed  as  the  limit  of  the  Roman  province.  The  native 
Caledonians  preferved  in  the  northern  extremity  of  the  ifland  their 
wild  independence,  for  which  theyweire  not  lefs  indebted  to  their 
poverty  than  to  their  valour.  Their  incurfions  were  frequently  re- 
pelled and  chaftifed;  but  their  country  was  never  fubducd 
The  maflcrs  of  the  faircft  and  mofl:  wealthy  climates  of  the  globe» 
turned  with  contempt  from  gloomy  hills  aflailed  by  the  winter  tem- 
ped, from  lakes  concealed  in  a  blue  mift,  and  from  cold  and  lonely 
heaths,  over  which  the  deer  of  the  foreft  were  chafed  by  a  troop  of 
naked  barbarians 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Roman  frontiers,  and  fuch  the  maxims  of  Conqaeffof 
imperial  policy  from  the  death  of  Augudus  to  the  acceilion  of  Tra-  cJSndu^ 
jan.   That  Tirtuotii  and  a£tive  prince  had  received  the  education  ^'P^ 
of  a  foldier»  and  poflefled  the  talenta  of  a  geoerat      The  peace- 
ful fyflem  of  hn  predeceflbra  wa$  interrupted  by  leenct  of  war  and 
conqueft ;  and  the  legions,  after  af  long  interval,  beheld  a  military 
emperor  at  their  head;  The  firft  exploits  of  Trajan  were  againft 
the  Dadans,  die  moft  warlike  of  men.  who  dwelt  beyond  the 
Danube,  and  who^  during  the  reign  of  Domidan,  had  ioftdted  wkk 
impunity  the  Majefiy  of  Rome  '^  To  the  ftrength  and  fiefceneft 
of  barbariansy  they  added  a  contempt  fot  lift^  which  was  derived 
from  a  wum  perfiiafion  of  the  immortality  and  mnfimgiatioaof  the 
ibul*'. .  Decebalus,  the  Dacian  King,  approved  himlelf  a  rivri 
sot  tmworthy  of  Trajan ;  nor  did  he  defpur  of  his  own  and  the  pnUic 
.Untune,  till  by  the  confefilon  of  his  enemies,  he  hadexhaufled 
every  refource  both  of  valour  and  policy'*.    This  memonble 
war,  with  a  very  Ihort  fufpenfion  of  hoftiUties,  lafted  five  years-; 
and  as  the  emperor  could  exert,  without  controul,  the  whole  force 
of  the  aate,  it  was  terminated  by  the  abfolute  fubraiflion  of  the 
barbarians  '".    The  new  province  of  Dacia,  which  formed  a  ib> 
ttond  exceptioa  to  the  precept  of  Augufius,  was  about  thirteen  hai>' 
*    ^        ,  .  d«e« 
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dred  miles  in  circumfereocew  Its  natural  bqiindiuiesi  were  the 
NieOer,,  Teyfs,  «r  Tibilcni»  the  Loiter  DtuibCh  lad  tlie  Haaanfi 
See.  The  veftiges  of  a  miUliary  road  may  flill  be  tnced  from!  lifae 
banks  of  the  Danube  to  the  neighbottrhood  of  Bender*  a.'  plaee 
fimoua  in  modem  UAoc7«.  and  the  aftual  frodtier  of  die  "IMnfli 
4utd  Ruffian  em]»rea 
CoDODcai  of    Tfaiaa  wsa  ambitioips  of  &me ;  and  aa  long  as  manUod  (hall 

Oft  their  beadafiMDh  the  diixft  of  military  gloxj  will  ever  be  the 

Tice  of  the  moft  exalted  diacaflmra.    The  praifes  of  Alexander* 
tranfmitied  by  a  fuccefEon  of  poets  and  hiftosiane,  had  kindled  a 
daOiieiOllB  emulation  ia  the  mind  of  Trajan.    Like  him  the  Roman 
empCfOr  undertook  an  expedition  eS>^inft  the  nations  of  the  eaft,  but 
he  lamented  with  a  figh  that  his  advanced  age  fcarcely  left  him  any 
hopes  of  equalling  the  renown  of  the  fon  of  Philip       Yet  the 
fiiccefs  of  Trajan,  however  tranficnt,  was  rapid  and  fpeclous.  The 
degenerate  Parthians,  broken  by  inteftine  difcord,  fled  before  his 
arms.    He  defcended  the  river  Tigris  in  triumph,  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Armenia  to  the  Perfian  gulph.    He  enjoyed  the  honour  of 
being  the  firft,  as  he  was  the  laft,  of  the  Roman  generals,  who 
ever  navigated  that  remote  fea.    His  fleets  ravaged  diecoaftsof 
Arabia;  and  Trajan  vainly  flattered  hunfelf  that  he  was  approach- 
ifig  towards  the  oonfinea  of  IndU**.  Every  day  the  afloniflied 
fenate  recnved  the  intelligence  of  new  names  and  new  nations,  that 
.acknowledged  his  fway.   They  were  infeimed  that  the  Kinga  of 
fiofpborus,  Gblchos,  Iberia,  Albania,  Ofrhoene,  and  even  the  Fsv- 
thiaa  mootichhimlelf,  had  accepted  their  diadems  fxoiii  the  bands 
of  tl»  empeiors  that  the  independent  tribes  of  the  Median  and 
CMncfaian  hills  had  implored  his  protedion,  and  that  the  rich 
eounlridsof  Armenia^  Mefopotamia,  and  AOyria,  were  reduced  in- 
to the  flaie  of  provinces*'.    Biit  the  death  of  Trajan  foon  clouded 
difrfplendU  piofpea;  and  it  was  ju^lo  bedreaded,  that  fo  many 
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iMhuR  mMknt  would  throw  off  the  naaatiflumeJ  yokey  whso  clief 
were  fK>  toagerieftiaiBBd  by  powerfiri  haiid  wbkti  had  impofed 
k 

it  wu  an  ancicat  tradhrai)  that  when  the  Gkpilot  wm  ibuoicdhy  R^n^ncd  by 
on^  oF  the  Roouuk  Uogii  the  god  Terminiia  (who  indSded  ever  A4ifa^ 
bouadarieii  «nd  was  repiefoned  accordii^  to  the  £i&ioa  of  that 
age  bf  a  large  ftone)  alone,  among  all  the  ioferiour  deities,  refil&d 
to  yield  his  place  to  Jupiter  hia&ttL   A&vourable  iafoeaoc  waa 
drawn  from  his  obfHnacy,  which  was  imterpceted  by  the  aagiira,  at  a, 
fiire  prciage  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Roman  power  would  never 
HOede  **.    Daring  many  ages,  the  predidion,  as  it  is  ufual,  coa* 
tributcd  to  its  own  accomplilhment.    But  though  Terminus  had 
rcfilleti  the  majefty  of  Jupiter,  he  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the 
emperor  Hadrian The  reiignation  of  all  the  eaftern  conquefts 
of  Trajan  was  the  firft  meafure  of  his  reign.    He  reftored  to  the 
Faribians  the  eleOiwi  df  an  independent  Sovereign,  withdrew  the 
Roaaaa  garrilboa  Iran  4he  praviaaea  of  Aiaaenia,  Mdopotamia,  and 
AiTyria,  and*  in  compManoc  widi  Ac  prec^  of  Auguftus,  once 
toast  elUbliflied  the  Euj^hralea  at  the  fronder  of  the  empire 
OeDfnie>  which  arraigna  die  public  aOaooa  and  the  private  motrfea 
of  princes,  has  a&ribed  to  envy,  a  oooduft,  wlucb  mie|htbe  attri- 
bttied  totbe  predenoe  and  modention  of  Hadrian.  Hie  virioaa 
charader  of  that'Oaipefori  capable*  by  tuna,  of  themeaaeftand 
the  inoft  generooa  fendaaentt,  may  afford  &aie  colour  to  the 
picion.   It  was,  however,  fcarcdy  in  hia  power  to    place  the 
Ihperifwity  of  his  prcdecefTor  in  a  more  confpicuous  light,  than  bf 
thus  confeffiog  himielf  unequal  to  the  taikof  defiending  theconqulAft 
of  Trajan. 

The  martial  and  ambitious  fp'irit  of  Trajan,  formed  a  very  fin-  CiMttiftor 
gular  contraft  with  the  moderation  of  his  fucceflbr.    The  reftlefs  ^aubSSmI^ 
activity  of  Hadrian  was  not  lefs  remarkable  when  compared  with 
the  gentle  repofe  of  Antoninus  Pius.   The  life  of  the  former  was 
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jtlmoft  a  perpetual  joiinie7s  and  ai  he  poflefled  the  Yarmos  talenta 
of  the  foldier,  the.ftatefman*  and  die  icholar,  he  gratified  hit  ctt« 

rioHty  in  the  difchargeof  hU  duty.   Careleft  of  the  difference  of 

ieafons  and  of  climates,  he  rbarched  on  foot,  and  bare-headed(  over 
thefnowaof  Caledonia,  and  the  fultry  plains  of  the  Upper  Egypt; 
Bor  was  there  a  province  of  the  empire,  which,  in  the  courfeof  his 
reign,  was  not  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  the  monarch 
But  the  tranquil  life  of  Antoninus  Pius  was  fpent  in  the  bofom  of 
Italy ;  and,  during  the  twenty-three  years  that  he  direded  the  public 
adminiflration,  the  longeft  journies  of  that  amiable  prince,  were 
no  more  than  from  his  palace  in  Romej  to  the  retirement  of  hia 
Lanuvian  Villa  **. 

^Ibi^r'  Nowithftanding  this  difference  in  their  perfonal  condud,  the 
general  fyftem  of  Auguftus  was  equally  adopted  and  uniformly 
purfued  by  Hadrian  and  by  the  two  Antonines.  "Tliey  perfifted  in 
the  dedgn  of  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  empire,  without  at- 
tempting  to  enlarge  its  limits.  By  every  honourable  expedient  they 
invited  die  Ifrieodihip  of  the  barbariana;  and  endeavoured  to 
convince  mankindt  that  the  Roman  power*  raited  above  the  tempta- 
tion <tf  conquefti  was  afbiatedonly  by  the  love  of  order  andjuflice. 
During  a  long  period  .of  fbrty^three  yeara  thdr  virtuous  labourt 
were  crowned  with  fuccels;  and  if  we  except  a  few  flight  hoffili- 
ties  that  lerved  to  exercife  the  le;gions  of  the  frontier,  the  reigns  of 
Hadrian  and  Antoninus  Pius  offer  the  fair  profpeftof  univerfal 
peace  The  Roman  name  was  revered  among  the  mod  re- 
mote nations  of  the  earth*  The  fiercefl  barbarians  frequently  fub* 
Qiitted  their  differences  to  the  arbitration  of  the  emperor,  and  we 
are  informed  by  a  cotcmporary  hiftorian,  that  he  had  fecn  am- 
bafladors  who  were  rcfufcd  the  honour  which  they  came  to  fclid^ 
of  being  admitted  into  the  rank  of  fubjeds 
PeiMh*  '  The  terror  of  the  Roman  arms  added  weight  and  dignity  to  the 
STAMcIIt'^  moderation  of  the  emperors.   They  prcfervcd  peace  by  a  conflant 
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preparation  for  war ;  and  while  ju (lice  regulated  their  condlld,  they  ^^jj^ 
announced  to  the  nations  on  their  confines,  that  they  were  as  little  cm  AaioaU 
difpofcd  to  endure  as  to  offer  an  injury.  The  military  ftrength, 
which  it  had  been  fufficient  for  Hadrian  and  the  elder  Antoninua 
to  difplay,  was  exerted  againft  the  Parthians  and  the  Germans,  by 
the  emperor  Marcus.  The  boliiKtics  of  tfie  btrbtriaat  jinirukeS 
the  refentment  of  that  philofopbic  mooarcht  and  ili  fte  ptofedotiba 
of  a  juft  dtfence,  Ma^cutf  md  his  genenlf  dbt&Std  many  fignd 
yietadeti  b6th  oni  die  Euphrates,  iai  on  tE6  Dliiulie*'.  idl> 
UtKtf  ^bHfinteiit  of  llijf  Rdmaii  empHe,  ithliU  diiik  allbred-  tMxek 
ita  tranquillity  or  fuecefi,  iMH  noir  become  the  proper  aM'  importttit 
cl>j^  of  oar  ittentbnr. 

In  tite  purer  tigbt  of  tife  »>mmoil#etl(hj  tfctf  UlSi  arm*  {jglf^^^'^;' 
yhi  teftrred  fbr  thoTe  ratalof  of  dtizeiis  Whb  hafl  a  ooiibtyy  t6  Icfv^  th.  Romm 
«  property  to  ddfeod*  tndlome  fiaxe  id  diMAg  thdTe  Whkh 
It  «Ma  their  intereft,  as  welt  as  duty,  to  ikiaintain.  But  in  pi^o- 
portitm  as  the  pUblk  6re6dotti  was  Io(t  in  extent  of  (idiiqueft,  war 
.was  gradually  improved  iiito  an  sLtt,  and  degraded  itl^o  tf  trade 
The  Iceions  themfelves,  even  at  the  thnc  whfeni  they  were  recruited 
in  the  moil  dirtant  provinces,  confided  of  Roman  clti7cns.  That 
diftindion  was  generally  confidered,  cither  as  a  legal  qualification, 
■or  as  a  proper  recompence  for  the  foldier ;  but  a  more  fcrious  regard 
■Was  paid  to  the  effential  merit  of  age,  ftrength,  and  military 
Aatore".  Ifa  all  ieries^  a  juft  preference  was  given  to  the  climates 
of  ijw'Mnfifa  ever  didfe  of  the  South  j  the  race  of  men  bom  to  the 
•ctaialtf «f  aemii,  M  fought  foria  tfi«  cotfotry  father  than  in  cities ; 
•nd  it  M  vny  feafbnably  prefumed,  tfikt'thte  hilMy  occupations  of 
fi&ite  en^peatenv  and  huntrmeil,  wbald  fupply  mot«  vigoijr  and  re* 
Iblittiom  ih<n  the  ftde^tafy  trtidet  iMiich  are  ebiployM  itt  the  feririce 
of  Itmury  After  ^V«ryqatlil{cAtioh  of  pitoperty  had  laidafidei 
the.aroieeof  die'Rottlill'emi^eroratfr^  ftill  oomittahded,  tor  the 
«ibft  1^  hf  oficti*  of  alibtitti  birth'  and  e9u{!Alibh  $  but  the  eomi 
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mon  foldiers,  like  the  mercenary  troops  of  modern  Europe,  wert 
drawn  from  the  meaneft,  and  very  frequently  from  the  moft  pro- 
fligate of  mankind. 

DSSA^Om,        The  ancient  virtue  of  patriotifra  is  derived  from  x  flrong  fenft 
of  our  own  intereft,  in  the  prefermtioa  ind,  profperity  of  tli« 
free  government  of  which  we  .are  nwmbm.  .Such  a.  fentimeott. 
which  had  rendered  the  legions  of  the  republic  almoft  iiiviiidble» 
could  make  but  la  very,  feeble  i]nprefli9ii.oathe  mercenary  iSn^anu 
x)f  a  defpotic  prince  j  and  it  became  neceflfaiy  to  fupply  that  defeft 
by  other  motives,  of  a  diffiarent>  but  very  forcible  nature ;  honour 
and  religioo.    The  pealant,  or  mechanic  imbibed  the  nfefuL 
prejudice  that  he  was  advanced  to  the  more  dignified.  profefEqn  of 
arms*  in  which  his  rank  and  reputation  would  depend  on  his  own. 
vaknir :  and  *^*t  al&ong^  the  proweis  of  a  private  Ibldicr  might 
dcape  the  notice  of  fuMt  it:  would  be  m  his  power  to  confer  glory 
or  dilgrace on  .the  company,  the  legion,  or  even  the  army,  to  whofe 
honours  he  wias.aflbdated. .  On  his  firft  eatrancg,  into  the  fcrvice,  an 
oath  waa.adndoiftered.to  Wm,  with  every  circumftanceof  fuiemnity;. 
He  promiled  never  to  defert  his  ftanuard,  to  fubmit  his  own  will 
to* the  commands  of  his  leaders,  and  to  facriHcc  his  life  for  the  fafety 
rf  the' emperor  and  the  empire       The  attachment  of  the  Roman 
troops  to  their  ftandards,.  was  infpired  by  the  united  influence  of  re- 
ligion and  of  honour.    The  golden  eagle,  which  glittered  in  the 
jront  of  the  legion,  was  the  objccl  of  their  fondcfl  devotion  ;  nor 
was  itefteemedlefs  impious,  than  it  was  ignominious,  to  abandon  that 
facred  enfjgn  in  the  hour  of  danger  '*.    Thefe  motives,  which  de- 
rived their  ftrcngth  from  the  imagination,  were  enforced  by  fears 
and  hopes  of  a  more  fubftantial  kind.    Regular  pay,  occaiional  do- 
natives,  and  a  Hated  recompence,   after  the  appointed  term  of 
fervice,  alleviated  the  hardfhip&of  the  military  life",  whilft,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  impoflible  for  oowudioe  or  difobedienoe  to  efcape 
the  icveceft  punifhrnent.   The  centurionshad  a.  right  to  pnnilh  with 
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l)1ows,  the  generals  with  death ;  and  it  was  an  inflexible  maxim  of 
Roman  dirci[>linc,  that  a  good  foldier  fhould  dread  his  officers  far 
more  than  the  enemy.    From  luch  laudable  arts  did  the  valour  of 
the  Imperial  troops  receive  a  degree  of  firmnefs  and  docility,  unattain- 
•able  by  the  Impetuous  and  irregular  paflions  of  barbarians. 
■    And  yet  fo  fenfible  were  the  Romans  of  the  impcrfcdion  of  va-  RxcKiiet. 
lour  without  fkiil  and  pradice,  that,  in  their  language,  the  name 
of  an  army  was  borrowed  from  the  word  which  fignified  exercife 
IktiKtaiy  csaafM  were  Uie  impoitiint  and  Unremitted  objeft  of  their 
difcipline.  The  recruits  tad  young  foldiers  were  conflantly  tnined 
tmh  in  the  ni<Mming  and  in  the  'eveoiogj  nor  was  age  or.  knowledge 
'iillowed  10  ekcufe  the  vetenms  Irom  the  daily  repedtibn  of  what 
they  hfcd--ebmpldd7  learnt*  '  Large  theds  weite  <ere^  in  the  wilif* 
-ter-quartera  of  the  troops*  that-  their  vfefUl. labours,  might  not 
tecAvt  any  intermptioa  from  the  moft  tempeftmws  weather;  and  it 
was  catelnnj  olMerMdt  that  the  arms  deftined  tb  diis  imitation  of 
war,'ihould  be  of  double  the  weight  which  was  required  in  rad 
action      It  is  not  the  purpofe  of  this  work  to  enter  into  any  mi* 
nute  defcription  of  die  Roman  exercifes.    We  (hall  only  remarl:, 
that  they  comprehended  whatever  could  add  flrength  to  the  body* 
aftivity  to  the  limbs,  or  grace  to  the  motions.    The  foldiers  were 
diligently  inflru<ncd  to  march,  to  run,  to  leap,  to  fwim,  to  carry 
heavy  burdens,  to  handle  every  fpecies  of  arms  that  was  ufed 
cither  for  offence  or  for  defence,  cither  in  dlftant  engagement  or 
in  a  clofer  onfet ;  to  form  a  variety  of  evolutions ;  and  to  move  to 
the  found  of  flutes,  in  the  pyrrhic  or  martial  dance       In  the 
midft  of  peace,  the  Roman  troops  familiarifed  themfelves  with  the  * 
pradice  of  war;  and  it  is  prettily  remarked  by  an  andent  Uftorian 
.-who  had  fought  againft  them,  that  the  effufion  of  blood  was  the 
mnty  drcumAance  which  diftinguiflied  a  field  of  battle  from  a  field 
of  ejcefcife      It  was  the  poKcy  of  the  ableft  generals,  and  even  of 
4he  emperors  themfelves,  to  enoouage  thefe  military  ftudies  by  their 
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prefence  aa4 example;  aod  we  are  ioformed  that  Hadrian,  a«  well 
as  Trajan,  frequently  condefccnded  to  inflrud  the  unexperienced 
foldicrs,  to  reward  tlie  diligent,  and  lon.etimeR  to  difpute  with 
them  the  prize  of  fuperior  ftrength  or  dexterity  *°,  Under  the 
reigns  of  thofe  princes,  the  fcience  of  tailics  was  cultivated  with  fuo 
ccfs;  and  as  long  as  the  empire  retained  any  vigour,  their  ruilitary 
InAruaions  were  re^et^d»  9«  WQ^  f^ikO-  lAod^  g£  JUHOm^ 
difcipline. 

Thelcgionj       Nine  centurics  of  war  had  gradually  introduced  into  the  fervice 
jpcrw*.         i^*oy  alterations  and  improvementg.    The  legions  defcribed  by 
Polyhius*',  and  commanded  by  the  Scipios,  differed  very  materially 
from  thofe  which  atchievcd  the  vidlorie»      Ca^far,  ox  defended  the 
jDonarcby  of  Hadrian  tod  the  AntoDiQjQs.  The  cooftitutiQa  of  th« 
ImpcriiU  kgK>n  m»f  ^«  dc^mlwd  ili  a  ftwwofdt^t  Thf  hwvf^ 
•iHmnI  inftatry*  mbkik  pu»^iM  it»  p riocipal  ftifsg^  *V  waa  di- 
Mid  iato  tm  eolioyti^  mi  fiftf>fi9W  fonpinkfi  wkt!^9tdq» 
jt€  ^xlPtn^^onAemt  wm&m  of  tiibiwBa  aoti  otatiirions;  Tlie  ta$t 
Mbortt  wbiicb  alwaya  datmd  the  poft  of  hmvf  904  dieenaody  qf 
.tlic  eagl^  vat  Curved  of  dma  fcundred  and  five  ibldterft  the 
.aioft  upfmnd  Ibr  Inlaiir  tad  iiddi^.  Tkf  fcanaimoe  vimt  floboctt 
AQofifted  Mcli  of  fiw  lumdnd  and  fifiy»fi*e  j  and  tlie  vliole  bodjr 
ia£  kgioqary  iofentry'  anounfted  to  (ix  thoufand  on«  himdrad  num. 
Aim*        Tbeir  arnn  wene  uoiformi  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  nature  ef 
iQufir  fervice:  aa  <l9eii ^Ifnet,  with  a  lofty  craft;  a  breafl-plate,  or 
of  mail ;  grcav«8  on  their  legs,  and  an  ample  buckler  on  th^ij; 
left  arm.        buclder  was  of  an  oblong  and  concave  figure,  four  feet 
in  kngth,  and  two  and  a  half  in  breadth,  framed  of  a  light  wood, 
covered  with  a  bull's  hide,  and  flrongly  guarded  with  plates  of 
brafs.    Befides  a  lighter  fpcar,  the  legionary  foldier  grafpcd  in  his 
right  hand  the  formidable  pilunit  a  ponderous  javelin,  whole  utmofl; 
length  was  about  fix  feet,  and  which  was  terminated  by  a  mafly 
tiiangular  point  of  (led  of  eighteen  inches^*.   This  inilrumcnt 
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was  indeed  much  inferior  to  our  modern  fire-arms ;  iiace  it  wit  wcr 
liauflcd  by  a  lingle  difchargc,  at  the  diftance  of  only  ten  or  twelve 
|>accs.  Yet  wlien  it  was  launched  by  a  firm  and  Ikllful  hand,  there 
was  not  any  cavalry  that  durft  venture  witlnn  its  r£ich,  nor  any 
fl\ield  or  cudlct  that  could  fuftaln  the  impetuofity  of  its  weight.  A» 
foon  as  the  Roman  had  darted  his  pilum,  he  drew  his  fword,  and 
ru(hed  forwards  to  clofc  with  the  enemy.  It  was  a  fhort  well- 
tempered  Spanifli  blade,  that  carried  a  double  edge,  and  was  alike 
Suited  tu  the  purpofe  of  driking,  or  of  puUiing;  but  the  foidier  was 
always  inftru^d  to  prefer  the  latter  ufe  of  his  weapon,  a«  his  own 
)>od7  remained  left  e«pa£iBd»  whilft  he  inflided  a  more  daogerooi' 
wwai  oa  h;U  ^dTeriaiy  T^e  kgiott  WM  ufuailf  drawn  up  dgiu: 
Jeepi  Ml)  Urn  r^Vir  ii&vm  ci  tlm  fivi  ■■•  k&  belt  eg  A> 
fiMWnell  M  xmlci^.  4Mf  qf  tPQpph  briiiliii«ei(opoeAefe 
this  apB»  order,  in  a  loog  ftoM  and  *  npid  clitrce*  fanoA  ibet» 
ifelm|K;wc4  cp^CK^cnts  ewnj  dUp^fiitoa  y^kh  iki  ntemBam^ 
df  war,  or  tlw  ikii;  of  tlwir  kwier  irfgkt  Htf^  The  fidfo 
pfl4j&dafi9e  lj^lbrhi^amaa4  vot^^  mAtoBtkoL'mBw , 
3nl«  nsere  alknrod*  t^roueb  wliidi  iisifeMlife  fnafiBroanentamiglit 
Inttodtoced  to  die  reUef  of  the  ^k*frftH  oonbataBti  ^.  The 
If^kiet  of  th<  Gspekt  aBdMKedopkoaweie  ftrmedoa  very  iifo- 
fot  principles.  The  ftreogth  of  the  {dialanx  depended  oa  fixtsea 
of  long  pikes,  wedged  together  ta  the  clofeft  amy**.  But 
it  was  foon  difcovered  hj  reiedion,  as  wdl  as  bj  the  erent*  dbac  die 
ftrength  of  the  pMans  was  uoaUe  to  eontend  with  the  adiritj  of 
the  legion  ^ 

The  cavalry,  without  which  the  force  of  the  l^ion  would  have 
remained  impcrfed,  was  divided  into  ten  troops  or  fquadrons;  the 
firft,  as  the  companion  of  the  firft  cohort,  confiftcd  of  an  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  men  ;  whilft  each  of  the  other  nine  amounted 
only  to  fixty-fix.  The  entire  cftabliihment  formed  a  regiment,  if 
we  may  uf.-  the  modern  cxprcfllon,  of  fevcn  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  horfe,  naturally  connected  with  its  refpeaivc  legion,  but  occa- 
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fionally  fcparatcd  to  adt  in  the  line,  and  to  compofc  a  part  of  tTie 
'wings  of  the  army  The  cavalry  of  the  emperors  was  no  longer 
compofed,  liJce  that  of  the  ancient  republic,  of  the  nobleft  youthB 
ikf  Rome  and  Italy,  who,  by  pefrfbrming  their  .military  fervice  on 
iioxfdbtek,  prepared  themfdret  for  the  offices  of  fenator  and  conful ; 
mod  ibiidted,  hj  deeds  of  -valour,  die  future  fuiFrages  of  their 
jOQUDtrymeii  Since  the  alteratbn  of  manners  and  goTerament, 
itbe'inoft  irealthy  of  the  cqueftrian  erderwere  engaged in  theadmt- 
niftratioai.of.jnflke,  and  of  the  revenue**;  and  whtaerer  thej 
/embiaded  the  profeflion  of  arms,  they  were  iminediately  intruded 
with  a  iraop  of  horfe,  or  a  cohort  of  foot  •  Trajan  and  Hadrian 
firmed  their  cavalry  from  the  (ame  proWnces,  and  the  fame  dafs'of 
iheir-fubjedsr  which  recruited  the  ranks  of  the  leig^oa.  The  horfes 
mtte  hitd,  for  die  mbft  part,  in  Spain  or  Ckppadoeia.  The  Roman 
troopers  delpifedthe  complete  armour  with  whidi  the  cavalry  cf  the 
Baft  was  encumbered.  Their  more  ufefiil  arms  tonfifted  in  a 
helmet,'  an  oblong  IhteM,  light  hoots,  and  a  coat  of  mail.*  A  ja- 
vdini  and  a  long  broad  fword,  were  their  principal  weapons  of 
offence.  The  ufe  of  lances  and  of  iron  maces  they  feem  to  have  boi> 
jfowed  . from  the  barbarians '^ 
AaxSiirin.  fafety  and  honour  of  the  empire  was  principally  intrufted  to 

the  legions,  but  the  policy  of  Rome  condefcendcd  to  adopt  every 
ufeful  inftrument  of  war.  Confiderable  levies  were  regularly  made 
among  the  provincials,  who  had  not  yet  delbrvcJ  the  honourable 
diftiniflion  of  Romans.  Many  dependent  princes  and  communities, 
difpcrfed  round  the  frontiers,  were  permitted,  for  a  while,  to  hold 
their  freedom  and  fccurlty  by  the  tenure  of  military  fcrvicc 
Even  Iclcifl  troops  of  holUle  barbarians  were  frequently  compelled 
or  perfuaded  to  confume  their  dangerous  valour  in  remote  climates, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  (late  '".  All  thefe  were  included  under 
the  general  name  of  auxiliaries  ;  and  however  they  might  vary  ac- 
•cocdiug  to  the  difference  o£  times  and  circumftanccs,  their  numbers 
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■were  feldom  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  tlie  legions  themfclves 
Among  the  auxiliaries,  the  bravcft  and  mofl  iaithful  bands  were 
.placed  under  the  command  of  prxfeds  and  centurions>  and  feverely 
.tnuoed  in  the  arts  of.  Roman  difcipli  tie ;  but  the  far  greater  paft  le** 
tained  thofe  arms*  to  which  the  nattire  of  their  coaattf,jor  thdr 
jcarly  habits  of  lifei  .npore  pecuUarljr  adapted  them.  •  .By  this  ia- 
flitatbn  each  le£^>  to  whom  a  certain  propcn-tion  of  auziliaxies.vns 
aUottedi  contuned  within  itfelf  every  fpecies  of  Ughter  troops,  and 
ef  nuffile  weapons ;  and  was  capable  of  enooontering  every 
tiqa,  mdi  the  advanuges*  of  its  refpeOive  arms  and  diiapliiie'% 
Nor  was  the  legion  dt^ftitute  of  what,  in.  modern  laogqage>  would 
be  ftyled  «  Irsin  of  artUlery.   It  confifted  in  ten  military  ci|gioei  AuMufi^ 
of:  the  l^rged,  and  fifty-five  of  a  finaller  fizc ;  but  all  of  whichf  ' 
«jther  in  an  oblique  or  horizontal  manner*  difcharged  iiones  and 
darts  with irrcfiftible  violence". 

The  camp  of  a  Roman  legion  prefented  the  appearance  of  ar&T"  rnriwf 
tified  city  As  foon  as  tJie  fi>ace  was  marked  out,  the  pioneers 
carefully  Icvell  ■(!  the  ground,  and  removed  every  ImpcdimLnt  that 
miu;)it  Interrupt  its  perfect  regularity.  Its  form  was  an  cxa<3; 
quadr.inp-lc;  and  we  ni  iy  calcul  tte,  that  a  fquarc  of  about  feven 
hundred  yards  was  r.iiUcient  for  the  encampment  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  Romans  ;  though  a  fimilar  number  of  our  own  troops  would 
ei^pofe  to  the  enemy  a  front  of  more  than  treble  that  extent.  In  the 
nudftof  the  camp,  the  praetorium,  or  general's  quarters,  rofe  above 
the  others;,  the  cav«tfy«  the  infantry,  and  the  auxiliaries  occupied 
.their  refpcdive  ftadons;  the  ftreets;  were  broad,  and  perfedly 
firaight,  and  ^vvant  fpace  of  .two  huodted  feet  was  left  on  alLfides, 
.between  the  tents  and  the  xampart.  The.  rampart  itfelf  was  ufually 
twelve  feet  highi  armed  with  a  U^e  of  ftrong  and  intricate  palifades*. 
and  defended  by  a  dttch  of  twelve  fixt  in  depth  as  well  as  in  breadth, 
Thi%  important  labour  was  performed  by  the  hands  of  the  l^ionaries 
thfmftiwt  to  whom  the  ufe  of  the  Ipade  and  the  pick-aze  was  no- 
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f^ftf  familiar  thaa  that  of  the  fword  or  pilum\  nor  is  there  an  • 
drcuinftance  which  more  fully  demonftrates  the  excellence  of  the 
Acnpan  difciptine.  A^te  talour  maf  often  be  the  prefect  of  na- 
tare  i  but  potieiit  diligence  cui  be  tbe  fruit  onlj  of  i^eftkm  and 

VmA,  WMneifer  -die  trampet  gate  the  fignd  df  depottare*  ^  Aib| 
w»  shnoft  hdbatly  broke  vp,  and  die  traoptM  into  fhdt  rudti 
tirftbotit  ddiy  or  eoitfafiim.  Befidee  theit  wnai,  Ivhkh  Ihelegio^ 
Miles  ictfc^  co^deiM  «i  «a  ^bkMbnoo^  die]r  ^itoV  hideft  ^lA 
thdr  Idtchen  IhiUitittey  Ibe  inftmnidnii  of  tbtfS&ou&ah,  KAd  flife 
iMttvSfioa  df  aumf  diq^s  **.  '  Uiuilef  this  Weight,  Which  Wotidoppirds 
the  ddioKy  of  a  modern  foldier,  theywei^  tmmed  \tf  a  regular 
fldp  10  itdVniee,  in  about  fix  hours,  near  twenf/  teites".  On  the 
'i^pearance  of  a!tt  end&vft  they  threw  afide  their  baggage,  ad(l  by  eaiy 
and  rapid  evolutions,  converted  the  column  of  march  into  an  ordtr  of 
t>attle^\  The  flinget-s  atnl  archers  flcirmifhed  in  the  front;  the 
auxiliaries  formed  the  fitft  line,  and  were  fccondcd  or  fuRained  hy 
the  flrength  of  the  legions.  The  cavalry  covered  the  flanks,  aud 
the  military  engines  were  placed  in  the  rear. 
Wawlirt mil  Such  were  the  arts  of  war,  by  which  the  Roman  emperors  de- 
iheli^Mb'  fended  their  extenfivc  conqucfts,  and  prefervcd  a  military  fpirit,  at 
a  time  when  every  other  virtue  was  alnioft  extinguiilicd  by  the 
progrefs  of  defpotifm.  If,  in  the  coofideratlon  of  thek  emliiee.  We 
pafs  from  their  dtfcipHne  to  their  numben*  we  Ihall  not  find  it 
cafy  to  appredalte  them  with  any  tole^Ue  aecnncf.  We  muf 
compute,  however,  that th<  legion  whldi  was  itfelf  ^  body  of 
thoufand  eight  hunditd  and  thtrty-onc  Romans)  might,  With  itb 
attendant  atttiliaiies,  attoont  to  abont  twdTC  Aoufrtid  five  handlvd 
men.  The  peace  eftsblilhnient  of  Hadrian  and  his  fiiaeeflbrt  Was 
compofed  of  no  left  than  thirty  of  thefc  Ibrmidabre  brigades  j  aOi 
moft  probably  fbnned  a  lhtodhir<biteof  thitthundiWf  Aktftveniy- 
five  thottfand  men.  Inffiead  of  being  confined  wittnn  tH<f  walls  df 
^  4  fortified 
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fortified  cities»  wfaidi  tbe  Romaas  ocwfidordd  as  the'reftig^of  wc^k* 
ncCa  or  pufiUaaisiilft  the  legions  to«  Hwateprf  oa  the  iHuiki  ^ 
the  gtatt  rivent  aodftlo^  tbefmatlcnof  tbe  beriMttiaM.  Am  their 
iipdopH^  ibr  tfaf  uuift  ptttv  teoiamed  iiaed  and  feriMUMnu  w  me|^ 
wmiv  to  Mribe  tlw  ^iftribiitiM  of  the  ttoopt*  Three  legiMM 
vfm  QAeieftt  frr  Brfiuo.  The  jf^taSftl  ftreiie  A  1»7  ^ 
Wvaeeiid  Piaiihe,  tad  codfiOed  of  fixMa  IceioBs^  in  Ibe  feUwii^ 
iuig  fi«forticM;  t««  in  tlieIiO«er«Md  three 
QBC  ioRlunia*  09e  in  NctioiBK  tgmt  'm  Vnmmm,  flitee  k  Mialie^ 
nod  two  k  Dide.  The  defcoee  «f  the  EHfliMMt  wt»  kiMfled  te 
ejjg]>t  lq;ioB9»  ii^  of  whe«i  weft  fiiued  k  STviei  eod 
k  CigpMoc?a«  With  rq^Md  tie  Bgypt>  A&ioi»  end  Spaiii*  &s  thef 
were  far  removed  from  my  kiportant  fcene  of  waff  4  fiagle  legioli 
naktaked  thedomeftic  tranquillicy  of  ^ch  of  thc^e  groat  pro^kcOi. 
Even  Italy  was  not  left  deftitutc  o£  a  military  force.  Above  twenty 
thoufand  chofen  foldiers,  diftinguifhed  by  the  titles  of  Gty  Ck>hort8 
and  Praetcwrian  Guards,  watched  over  the  £afety  of  the  monarch  and 
the  capital.  As  the  authors  of  almofl  every  revolution  that  diftraiiied 
the  empire,  the  praetorians  virill,  very  foon,  and  very  loudly  demand 
our  attention ;  but,  in  their  arms  and  inftitutions,  we  cannot  find 
any  circumftance  which  difcriminated  them  from  tlie  legions,  unlela 
it  were  a  more  fplendid  appearance,  and  a  Icfs  rigid  difcipline  **. 

The  navy  maiotained  by  the  emperors  might  fccm  inadequate  to  Nt»y» 
their  greatnefs  }  but  it  was  fully  fufficient  for  every  ufcful  purpofe 
of  gorenuaent  The  ambition  of  the  Romans  was  confined  to  the 
land;  oor  was  that  wariike  people  ever  aduated  by  the  enter- 
priQng  fpirit  whkh  had  prompted  die  natigalars  of  Tyr«»  of  Car- 
thage, and  eren  of  hfarfalles»  to  enlarge  the  boands  of  tbe  worM 
and  to  explore  the  moft  remote  coafls  of  the  ocean.  To  die  Romans 
theoceanrc^nakedanolocdlaf  tsczorradierthaaofettriofity the 
whole  extent  of  the  Medtterraneaot  after  the  deftru£Uon  of  Garthage* 
Attd  the  extirpation  of  the  pnttes*  was  induded  ifithin  their  pro* 
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vbcet.  Tlie  policy  of  the  emperon  wk  dtre^ed  only  to  pret» 
farrt  the  peioeful  dominion  of  tliat  &t,  tnd  toproteA  the  conn 
anetoe  <^  their  ful^eds.   With  thofe  Tiewi  of  tnoderatkm*  Aw- 
gnftiM  flatbned  two  permanent  fleets  in  the  moft  coovenieitf. 
ports  of  luljt  the  one  ftt  Ravenna*  on  the  Adriattc>  the  other 
at  Mifenum,  in  the  hay  of  Naplesii  Bxpenence  fiems  at  length  to 
have  convinced  the  ancients,  that  as  fbon  as  their  galfies  exceeded 
two^  or  at  the  moft  three  ranks  of  oars,  they  me  fuited  rather  lor 
.vain'poadp  than  ibr  real  lerrice.  Auguftiis  html<df,  in  the  vidory 
•of  Afiidm,  had  ften  the  foperiority  of  his  own  light  frigates  (they 
were  called  libnmians),  over  the  lofty  hot  unwieldy  caftlet  of  hb 
■^tnl".    From  thefe  Liburnians  he  compofed  the  two  fleets  of 
RaTcnna  and  Mifenum,  deftined  to  commahd,  the  one  the  eaftem, 
the  other  the  weftcrn  divifion  of  the  Mediterranean ;  and  to  each  o£ 
the  fquadrons  he  attached  a  body  of  fevcral  thoufand  marines. 
Befides  thefe  two  ports,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  principal 
feats  of  the  Roman  navy,  a  very  confiderable  force  was  ftationed  at 
Frcjus,  on  the  coafl;  of  Provence,  and  the  Euxlae  was  guarded  by  forty 
fhips,  and  three  thoufand  foldicrs.    To  all  thefe  we  add  the  fleet 
which  prcfcrved  the  communication  between  Gaul  and  Britain,  and 
a  great  number  of  veflels  conAantly  maintaiaed  on  the  Rhine  and 
Danube,  to  harafs  the  country,  or  to^  intercept  the  paflage  of; 
the  barbarians        Sueb  it  the  general  pite«-  of  tlfe  Im^ 
.periid  forces;  the  cavalry  as  well  as  infimtry;  of  the  legions,  tlie 
auxiiiariet,  the  guards,  and-  the  navy.   And  yet,  the  moft  libersl: 
compntatkm  that  reafen  can  juftiff,  will  not  allow  us  to  fix  the 
Amoant  of   €&tire  cftahUfliment  by  iea  and  by  land  at  more  than  four  hundred 
and.  fifty  thonland  me»:  a  n^itary  powen  which,  however- formi- 
dable it  may  feem,..was  equalled  by  a  monarch  of  the  laft  century, 
whofe  kingdom  was  confined  withina.  fingle  province  of  the  Roman . 
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\Vc  have  attempted  to  explain  the  fpirit  which  moderated,  and  View  of  the 

m      n  t        t  •  1     r  p.O^inCM  of 

the  itrength  which  fupported,  the  power  of  Hadrian  and  the  Ante-  the  Roma* 
nines.   We  ihall  now  endeaVour  with  dearnefs  and  precifion  to 
defixibe  tbe-pforiiicet  once  umted  wider  Adr  fway,  but,  at  prefeat, 
dtfidird  into  £>  nuuiy  independent  and  tioOik  ftatet. 

Spdn,  the  weflera  extremity  of  the  empire^  of  EuropC)  «ndof  dw  Cpda. 
anciettC  wodd,  haa,  in  every  age,  invariably 'pRfisrved  the  iiu&ena- 
tnal  Itaaits ;  die  Pycenasui  mauntaansy  the  Meditemuiean,  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Tliat  great  peninfida,  at  prefent  fi>  unequally 
divided  between  two  (>veieignfl>  waa  diftribuied  by  Anguflni  into 
three  provhicea,  Lnfitania,  fiactica,  and  Tarraooiienfia.  The  king* 
dom  of  Portugal  has  facoeeded  to  the  warlike  ooimtry  lof .  dir  Ln- 
fiunians ;  fince  the  loft  fiifiained  by  the  former,  on  the  fide  of  the 
Baft,  is  compenfated  by  an  acceffion  of  territory  towards  the  North. 
The  confines  of  Grenada  and  Andalufia  correfpond  with  thofe  of 
ancient  Ba>tica.    The  remainder  of  Spain,  Gallicia,  and  the  Ailurias, 
Bifcay,  and  Navarre,  Leon,   and  the  two  Caftilles,  Murcia,  Va- 
lencia, Catalonia,  and  Arragon,  all  contributed  to  form  the  third 
and  moft  confiderable  of  the  Roman  governments,  which,  from  the 
name  of  its  capital,  was  ftylcd  the  Province  of  Tarragona  Of 
the  native  barbarians,  the  Ccltlberians  were  tlic  moli  powerful,  as  " 
the  CanUbrians  and  Afturians  proved  the  mod  obdinatc.  Confident 
in  the  ftrcngth  of  their  mountains,  they  were  the  laft  who  fub- 
nutted  to  the  arms  of  Rome,  and  thefiril  who  threw  off  the  yoke 
of  the  Arabs. 

Ancient  Gaul,  as  at  contabed  die  whole  country  between  the  caui. 
Pyrenees,  the  Alpa,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Ocean,  was  of  greater  cat* 
tent  than  modern  France.  To  the  dominions  of  that  powerful 
monarchy,  with  its  recent  acquifitions  of  AUace  and  Lorraine,  we. 
muft  add  die  dutchy  of  Savoy,  the  cantons  of  Switzerland,  thelbiir 
eleaorates  of  the  Rhine,  liege,  Luxembuigb,  Hainault^  Flanders, 
and  firabant.   When  Auguftua  gave  Uwa  to  the  conquefta  of  hia 
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hAeti  ho  iiitradased  .m  dinfioA  of  Qnit  eqoaU^  adapted  ti» 
A*  progidi  oC  the  Icgioiub  loi.tlifc  coorie  of  the  livmb  mi  to 
Ac  principal  bmioihI  diftinaiBn«,  dui  befim  tiM  canqneft  M 
^•MpwliMdid  abovo  «t  himiiai  ind^eadni  ten  Tlis 
coaft  of  the  NMmnamm,  Ijngnfifcr,  Prawooi^  wad  ^t''%^ 
w«ri<e4  At  pfmieial  appeBatioft  Utoat  di*  oeloiif  of  Ifarbame* 
The  giwnmmrnr  ol  Ayiiiaiae  wat  ^tendedfroM  the  PjKnaa 
Hie  Leirt*  Baiwcft  iheZAwa^ilieSaina  viafioiaielk*  CUtio 
QtaA^  irittdafoaa  hoiioweda.«g«daiflMiaatioiifi!OMaiheeekhnted 
ioloagrof  laigdnnum,  orLjWiih  >  TbeMgic  lay  befoad  AeSebew 
and  in  more  andeot  tiaaea  had  been  bouaded  only  hf  the  Rhine  a 
hot  a  little  before  the  ag«  of  CzTar,  the  Germans  abufing  theic  ftt* 
perioricy  of  valour,  had  oecupied.  a  eoiifidenfaifl  poctioa  of  the 
£dgic  tertiiory.  The  Ronan  conquerors  very  eagerly  embraced  fa 
flattering  a  circumfbnce,  and  the  Gallic  fioatief  of  the  Rhine,  firom 
Bafil  to  Leydeu,  received  the  pompous  onut  of  the  Upper  and 
Ac  Lower  Germany  Such,  under  the  reign  of  the  Antonincs, 
were  the  fix  proviuces  of  Gaul ;  the  Narbonncic,  Aquitaine^  the 
Celtic,  or  Lyonncfe,  the  Bclgic,  and  the  two  Germnnics. 
UiMB»  We  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the   conc[uefl  of 

Britain,  and  to  fix  the  boundary  of  the  Roman  province  in  this 
ifland.  It  comprehended  all  England,  Wales,  and  the  lowland 
counties  of  Scotland,  as  far  as  the  Firths  of  Dunbarton  and  Edin- 
burgh. Before  Britain  loft  her  freedom,  it  was  irregularly  divided 
between  thirty  tribes  of  barbarians,  of  whom  the  moft  confiderablc 
were  the  Belgae  in  the  Weft,  the  Brigantes  in  the  North,  tlic 
Silures  in  South  Wales,  and  the  leeni  ia  NorfeUc  and  Suffolk 
Aa  far  aa  we  can  either  trace  or  credit  die  refeinblance  of  mannera 

•  and  language,  Spain,  Gvak  and  Brhaiii  were  peopled  by  the  lame 
llardy  race  of  iavagea.  Befera  they  yielded'  to  the  Roman- arms* 
they  often  difpated  the  fidd,  and  ofien  renewed  the  conteft..  After 

•  ihor  ftdnaiffion  they  confiicufied  the  vefleia  diviiioa  of  the  Eu- 
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ropean  provinces,  which  extended  from  the  columns  of  Hercutes 
to  the  wall  of  Ar^toninus,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tagua  to  the 
fource*  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube. 

'  Before  the  Rocimib  eonqueft,  the  cotxatrf  whicli  it  oMr  oiled  lafy* 
Lflttbftiifjr,  «M  not  eaofitefti  m  i  of  Italjr.  It  kd  tem  • 
oeeilpsed  a  povrerfirf  caloBy  ef  OMfe,  who  Miog  ihcMfttwo 
along  the  banks  of  die  Po»  fiom  FMlBoae  ti>  lUmutgni*  cvri^ 
their  am*  and  thdt  aattie  ftott  dbe  Aipa  co  tbi  ^eaniBe.  The 
liguriant  dwefc  on  the  rocky  tieaHi  which  amrfbrai*  the  fepublk 
ofGeaea.  Veaiee  was  y«t«ihons  bat  ihcttiritorie*fif  that  lbie» 
which  Ife  to  the  ddt  ef  the  Adige^  weraihhabiiidb7  tho  Yen»» 
tiang  **.  ThemiMle  part  of  peninfala,  that  'now  ooai^es  the 
^itdiy  of  TnicaBjr  and  the  eeelefialiki!  ilMle>  was  taA  andeMtee. 
of  the  Etrufcaos  and  Umbrtansj  to  the  former  of  whom  larfy 
was  indebted  for  the  firft  rudiments  of  a  civilized  life  The  Tf- 
bcr  rolled  at  the  foot  of  the  feven  hills  of  Rome,  and  the  coUntry 
of  the  Sabines,  the  Latins,  and  the  Volfci,  from  that  river  to  the 
frontiers  of  Naples,  was  the  theatre  of  her  infant  victories.  On 
that  celebrated  ground  the  firft  confuls  dcfervcd  triumphs;  their 
lucccffors  adorned  villas,  and  their  pofterity  have  eredlcd  con- 
ventsCapua  and  Campania  poflefled  the  immediate  territory  of 
Naples;  the  zeft  of  the  kingdom  was  inhabited  by  many  warlike 
nations,  the  Marfi,  the  Samnites,  the  Apnlians,  and  the  Luca^ 
mans ;  and  the  iea  oopfts  had  been  eomed  by  the  floorifliing  colo- 
ues  of  the  GredEs.  We  may  remark,  ihat  when  Auguftos  dii^ded 
Italy  ioto  eferenr  regions,  the  Kttle  protince  of  Ifiria  was  annexed  t» 
toA  ftai  of  Roman  fofereignty 

■  The  Rnropean  provinces  of  Rome  were  proteOed  by  the  coorle  The  Dmb* 
•f  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube.  The  ktter  of  thofe  mighty  ftreanWy  gj^gy^ 
which  riies  at  the  diftance  of  only  thirty  miles  fiom  the  former^ 
flows  above  thirteen  hundred  miles,  for  the  moft  part,  to  the  fbutl^ 
eaft,  colleds  the  tribute  of  iizty  navigable  liiers,  and  isr  atlengA» 
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thnmgli  fix  numtht  foodrcdiiito  the  EaxtBC*  vrhkk  appears  icarcelf 
equal  to  iiidi  an  aooeffioa  of  waten".  The  i^tmocet  of  die 
Danube  fixm  aoquiced  the  general  appdlatum  of  lUyncttnit  or  the 
niyrian  fiontier'%  and  weie  efteemed  the  moft  varUlce  of  the 
empize  i  but  they  deferre  to  be  more  purdculailj  confiderad  under 
the  names  (rf'Rha!^  Nbricum,  Pannooiat  Dalmatia,  Dada,  Maefia* 
Hiraoe^  Macedonia*  and  Greece. 

The  province  of  Rbactia,  which  foon  extinguiflicd  the  name  of 
the  Vindelicians,  extended  from  the  furamit  of  the  Alps  to  the 
banks  of  the  Danube ;  from  its  fource,  as  far  as  its  conflux  with 
the  Inn.  The  grcateft  part  of  the  flat  country  is  fubjcit  to  the 
elector  of  Bavaria ;  the  city  of  Augfljurgh  is  protedcd  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  ihe  German  empire;  the  Grifons  arc  fafc  in  their 
mountains,  and  the  country  of  Tirol  is  ranked  among  the  numerous 
provinces  of  the  houfc  of  Auftria. 

The  wide  extent  of  territory,  which  is  included  between  the  Inn  • 
Pauoaii*  jj^^  Danube,  and  the  Save;  AuftrU>  Styria,  Carinthia,  Carniola, 
the  Lower  Hungary  and  Sdavonia,  was  known  to  die  ancients,  un- 
4er  the  names  of  Noricum  and  Pannonia.  In  their  original  ftate 
of  independence*  didr  fierce  inhabitants  were  intimately  conneded. 
Under  the  Roman  government  they  were  fiequendy  united,  and  they 
fiill  remain  the  patrimony  of  a  fingle  Amily.  They  now  contain 
the  refidence  of  a  German  prince*  who  ftyles  Idmfelf  Empeiof  of 
the  Romans*  and  form  the  center*  as  well  as  firength,  of  the  Auftrian 
power.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  if  we  except 
Bohemia.  Moravia,  the  northern  fkirts  of  Auftria,  and  a  part  of 
Hungary,  between  the  Tcyfs  and  the  Danube,  all  the  other  domi- 
nions of  tlic  houfc  of  Auliria  were  iituate  within  the  limits  of  the 
Roman  empire. 

X>^aiatU.         Dalmatia,  to  which  the  name  of  lilyricum  more  properly  belonged, 
was  a  long,  but  narrow  trad,  between  the  Save  and  the  Adriatic. 
The  bed  part  of  the  fea-coaft,  which  flill  retains  its  ancient  ap- 
pellation. 
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pellailon,  Is  a  province  of  the  Venetian  ftate,  and  the  feat  of  the 
little  republic  of  Ragufa.  The  inland  parts  have  afTumed  the  Sda- 
Tonian  names  of  Bofnia  and  Croatia;  the  latter  obeys  an  Auftrian 
governor,  the  former  a  Turkifh  paflia ;  but  the  whole  country  is 
ftill  infefted  by  tribes  of  barbarians,  whofe  favage  independence 
defcribes  the  doubtful  limit  of  the  Chriliiaa  and  Mahometan 
power 

After  the  Danube  had  received  the  waters  of  the  Tcyfs  and  the 
8ave»  it  acquired,  at  leaft,  among  the  Greeks,  the  oame  of  Ifter*'« 
It  hmittif  diirided  Mkfii  tnd  Dicia,  the  latter  of  whidi,  «•  we 
hxwe  already  ften,  waa  a  oonqaeft  of  Trajan,  and  the  only  pro- 
Ttnce  beyond  die  nrcf •  If  we  inquire  into  the  prefeat  fiate  of  thofe 
countriea,  we  lliall  find*  tlntt,  oir  the  left  hand  of  tiie  Danubct 
TemeAvar  and  Tianiylvania  are  annexed,  after  many  cevohitioM, 
to-tfae  crownof  Hungary;  whilft  the  prindpalitiet  of  Moldavia  and 
Valachia  adcnowledge  the  fopremaey  of  the  Ottmnan  Porte.  Oh 
the  li^t  hand  of  the  Danube,  Mxfia,  which,  daring  the  midiSe 
ages,  was  broken  into  the  barbarian  kingdoma  of  Servia  and  Bid— 
garia,  is  again  united  in  Turkifh  flavery; 

The  appellation-  of  Roumelia,  which  is  ftlU  beftowed  Vj  the  xh  icr, 
Turks  on  the  extcnfiw  countries  of  Thrace,  Macedonia,  and  Greece*  CKca't**"^ 
prefcrvcs  the  memory  of  their  ancient  ftate  under  the  Roman 
empire.     In  the  time  of  the  Antonincs,    the  martial  Thrace, 
from  the  mountains  of  Hacmus  and  Rhodope,  to  the  Bofphorus  an(d 
the  Hcllcfpont,  had  aflumed  the  form  of  a  province.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  change  of  maflcrs  and  of  religion,  the  new  city  of 
Rome,  which  Conftantine  founded  on  the  banks  of  the  Bofphorus, 
has  ever  fince  remained  the  capital  of  a  great  monarchy.  The 
Kingdom  of  Macedonia,  that,  under  the  reign  of  Alexander,  had' 
given  laws  to  Afia,  derived  more*lblid  advantages  from*  the  policy 
of  die- two- Philips ;  and  with  its  dependencies  of  Epirus  and: 
'Sheffidjt  extended  from  the  .£gean  to  the  Ionian  Tea*  Wheoi 
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fve  refleftoB     ftmecf  Thebes  and  At:gos,  of  Sputa,  and  Atheni^ 
we  can  foarcely  perfiiade  outfelvei*  that  fo  nianf  immortal  nfnh^ 
lact  of  aadent  GSceece^  were  loft  in  a  fiogle  province  of  llw  Bomaa 
which*  from  the  fuperior  iofluence  of  the  Achsan  leagues 
wai  ufoally  denominated  the  pranKnec  of  Achaia. 
AiiMioor.      Such  waa  the  ftaie  of  Europe  under  the  Roaun  Empttoca/  The 
provinces      Afia>  without  excepting  the  tranfient  conqueft$  of 
.  Tngan»  are  all  comprehended  withia  the  limits  of  the  TurkiiK 
power.   But  inftead  of  following  theatbitrarjdi'viiiona  of  defpotifta 
aod  ignorance,  it  will  be  fafer  for  us,  as  well  as  more  agreeable, 
to  obfervc  the  indelible  charadlers  of  nature.    The  name  of  Afia 
Minor  is  attributed  with  feme  propriety  to  the  peninfula,  which, 
confined  between  the  Euxine  and  the  Mediterranean,  advances  from 
the  Euphrates  towards  Europe.    Its  principal  divifion,  wcftward  of 
mount  Taurus  and  the  river  Halys,  was  dignified  by  the  Romans 
'  with  the  exclufive  .dt|e  of  Afia.    The  jurifdidlion  of  that  province 
extended  over  the  ancient  monarchies  of  Troy,  Lydia,  and  Phrygia, 
the  maridme  oountxies  of  the  Pamphjlians,  LTciana,  and  Carians» 
and  the  Gredan  coloues  of  I(Kua»  which  equalled  in  artib  though 
not  in  annit  the  glory  of  Adr  paienL  The  kingdoms  of  Bi- 
ihyda  and  Foncna  pofldTed  thr  nortibern  fide  of  the  peninfiikfrom 
Gonftantinople  to  Trehizond.   On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  province 
of  OUidawaa  terminated  by  the  mountains  of  Syria:  the  inland 
country,  feparated  from  the  Roman  Afia  by  the  river  Halys,  and 
.from  Armenia  by  the  Euphrates,  had  once  formed  the  independ- 
ent Idngdom  of  Cappadocia.   In  this  place  we  may  obferve,  that 
the  northern  fhores  of  the  Euxine,  beyond  Trehizond  in  Afia,  and 
beyond  the  Danube  in  Europe,  acknowledged  the  fovercignty  of 
the  emperors,  and  received  at  their  hands,  either  tributary  princes, 
or  Roman  garrifons.    Budzak,  Crim  Tartary,  Circaflia,  and  Miu- 
grelia,  are  the  modern  appellations  of  thofc  favage  couolrie«  '\ 
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"Under  the  fucccflbrs  of  Alexander,  Syria  was  the  feat  of  the  ^y'}.'' 

*    '  nicM,  and 

Sdeuddae,  who  reigned  over  Upper  Afia^  till  the  fuceefiiftil  revolt  FaiettM. 
jof  d^e  Parthiaos  confined  tkeir  dolnipiona  between  the  Enphratea 
and  the  Mediterranean.  When-Syria  became  fubjeft  to  the  Rdmansi 
it  formed  the  eaftem  firontier  of  their  empire*  nor  did  that  province, 
in  iu  otmoft  latitude,  Icqow  any  .other  bqunds  than  the.moun- 
lains  of  Gappadoda  to  the  north,  and  towards  the.fouth,  the  con- 
fines ,of  Egypt)  and  the  Red  Sea. '  Phoenicia  and  Pileftine  were 
Sometimes  annexed  to>  and  (bmetimes  feparated  firom,  the  Xurildi^n 
of  Syria.  The  farmer  of  thefe  was  a  narrow  and  rocky  eoifti  die 
latter  was  a  territory  fcarccly  fuperior  to  Wales,  either  in  fertility 
or  extent.  Yet  Phoeaicia  and  Paleftine  will  fo^  ever  live  in  the 
memory  of  manldnd;  fincc  America,  as  well  as  Europe,  lias  received 
letters  from  the  one,  and  religion  from  the  other".  A  Tandy 
defert  (kirted  along  the  doubtful  confine  of  Syria,  from  the  Eu- 
phrates to  the  Red  Sea.  The  wandering  life  of  the  Arabs  was  in- 
feparably  conncfled  with  their  independence,  and  wherever,  on 
fomc  fpots  Icfs  barren  than  the  reft,  they  ventured  to  form  any 
fettled  habitations,  they  ioon  became  fubjeds  of  the  Roman 
empire  **. 

The  geographers  of  antiquity  have  fomctimes  hefitatcd  to  what  Egypt, 
portion  of  the  globe  they  ftiould  afcribe  Egypt"'.  Its  fituation  is 
included  within  the  immenfe  peninfula  of  Africa,  but  it  is  acceflible 
only  on  the  fide  of  Afia,  whofe  revolutions,  in  almoft  every  period 
of  hidory,  Egypt  has  humbly  obeyed.  A.  Roman  ptxfcQ.  was 
-  feated  oa  the  fplendid  throne  of  the  Ptolemies  r  and  the  iron  fceptre 
of  the  Mamalukes  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  Turkilh  paflia.  The 
Nile  flows  down  the  country,  above  five  hundred  miles  from  the 
tropic  of  Cancer  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  marks,  on  either  fid^ 
the  extent  of  fertility  by  the  meafiue  of  iu  inundations.  Cyrene, 
fituate  ttywards  the  weft,  and  along  the  fea*ooftft,  was  firft  a  Greek 
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oobajr,  aftemrdi  a  pnviaoo  ef  Egypt,  and  it  iwv  loll  tn  dM^dcfert 
.of  Sana. 

AMca.         From  Cjmene  to  the  Oemh-^  coaft of  Aiiioa  axMadt-  ab&f^ 

.teen  hundred  nilct}  yot  ^  cM^tjr  is  it  picM  bnncen  die  Mft- 
<ditenancaB^and  tha&hanit  ^ndf  ddbt»  dihl  its  breadA  ftldom 
caueeds-^Dttticoie  or  aa  hundred  taHeB.  The  eaAera  dinffonmt 
•onfidared  by  die  Romans  aa  the  more  peeuKar  and  proper  pr»^ 
twee  ol  Africa.  Till  the  arrivt)  of  the  Fhtenidaa  caloniet>  that 
fertile  ocMumy  was  inhabited  by  the 'Libyans*  Ae  nioft'&Ta£[eof 
manland.  .Under  the  iniaiediate jurifiKAion  of^  Guthage,  itbeoune 
center  ci  commerce  and  empires  .but  the  republic  of  Carthage 
w  nam  degenerated  into  the  fteUe  anddf  ibrdmly  ftates  Of  Tripoli  and 
Tunis.  The  military  govemmeBt  of  Algiers  opprcffes  the  wide  extdlC 
Numidia,  as  it  was  once  united  under  Maffanifla  and  Jugorthar 
but  ill  the  time  of  Augudus,  the  limits  of  Numidia  were  contraAed; 
and,  at  leaflv  t^  thirds  of  the  country  acquiefced  in  the  name  of 
Mauritania,  with  the  epithet  of  Cacfaricnfis.  The  genuine  Mau- 
ritania, or  country  of  the  Moors,  which  from  the  ancient  city  of 
Titigi,  or  Tangier,  was  diAingiiifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Tingi- 
tana,  is  reprefciitcd  by  the  modern  kingdom  of  Fez.  Salle,  on  the 
Ocean,  fo  infamous  at  prefent  for  its  piratical  depredations,  was  no- 
ticed by  the  Romans,  as  the  extreme  objeft  of  their  power,  and  almoft 
of  their  geography.  A  city  of  theic  foundation  may  ftill  be  difcovcrcd 
near  Mequincz,  the  refidcnce  of  the  barbarian  whom  we  coudefccnd 
to  ftyle  the  Emperor  of  Morocco ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  his 
more  fouthern  dominions,  Morocco  itfclf,  and  Scgclmeffa,  were  ever 
comprehended  within  the  Roman  province*  The  weftern  parts  of 
Africa  are  interfeded  by  the  branches  of  monnt  Atlas,  a  name  fo 
idly  celebrated  by  the  fancy  of  poets  but  which  is  now  diflFufed 
over  the'immenfe  occean  that  mils  between^the.anctenc  and  the  new' 
continent  *5. 
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HkWul.pdw  li»ifl>rJtttn  cumk  of  the  Roman  empire,  we  ma^  TteUedi. 


oUenet.  (ImC  Akm  H  4Miditd  .hom  Spaka  by  a  ikrtow<  ftrah  of  wiAiti 
Ainot  twelfte  aik%  «lt»Oi«li  wllickilff  AdMUicflvm  idto  lh»Madi> 


me-.tlitr  nwiMiilfcMi  wluth  ^feftaojl  Ip  iwf^-lMaft:  tsra  «fbii4«r  b|r 
fome  cooTttlfioii  of  tha  dtewafs-i  ill4«C.the-Jbsl'of'it^  EttrefMH 
mountain*  the  fertids  of  Gibraltar  is  novr  feated.  The  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  its  coafli,  and  its  iflands,  were  com- 
prized within  the  Roman  dominion.    Of  the  larger  iflands,  the  two 
Baleares,  which  derive  their  names  of  Majorca  and  Minorca  from 
their  refpediive  fize,  are  fubjedt  at  prefcnt,  the  former  to  Spaiut  the 
latter  to  Great  Britain.    It  is  eafier  to  deplore  the  fate,  than  lo 
defcribe  the  adual  condition  of  Corfica.    Two  Italian  foveietgns 
aflTume  the   regal   title  from   Sardinia  and  Sicily.     Crete,  or 
Candia,  with  Cyprus,  and  moft  of  the  fmallcr  iflands  of  Greece 
and  Afia,  have  been  fubdued  by  the  Turkifh  arms;  whilft  the 
little  rock  of  Malta  defies  their  power,  and  has  emerged,  under 
the  government  of  its  military  Order,  into  fame  and  opulence. 

Tliis  long  cnmneration  of  provinces,  whofe  broken  fragments  General  id, 
have  formed  (b  many  powerful  kingdoms,  might  almoft  induce  us  "J^Jj^ 
to  forgive  the  vanity  or  ignorance  of  the  ancients.   Dazzled  with 
the  extenfive  fway,  the  irrefifiible  ftteogth,  and  the  itai  or  affeded 
moderation  of  the  emperors,  they  ^permitted  themlelves  to  defpifet 
aiid  ibmetimea  to  forget,  ihe  outlying  countries  which  had  been  lefc 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  barbarous  independence ;  and  they  gradually 
aflbmed  the  licence  of  coofimnding  the  Roman  monarchy  with  tlw 
globe  of  the  earth  *'.  But  the  temper,  as  well  as  knowledge,  of  a 
modern  hiflorian,  require  a  more  fober  and  accurate  language.  He 
may  imprefs  a  jufter  image,  by  obferving  that  the  empire  was  above 
two  thoufand  miles  in  breadth,  from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  and  the 
noxthem  limits  of  Dacia,  to  mount  AtUs  and  the  tropic  of  Gincer; 
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that  it  extended,  in  length,  more  than  diree  thoufiuid  miles  firom 
the  Wefteni  Ocean  to  the  Euphrates  ;  that  it  was  fituated  in  the 
iineft  part  of  the  Temperate  Zone,  between  die  twenty-fourth  and 
the  fiftf-lixth  degieea  of  northern  latitude  t  and  that  it  was  fup- 
poled  to  contain  above  fixteen  hundred  thoufand  Iquaxe  miles,  £ati 
the  moft  part  of  fertile  and  well  cultivated  land 
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CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Unhn  and  infernal  Pro/pert  ty  of  thi  Roman  Empire^ 
in  tie  j4ge  of  the  Antomms* 


I 


T  18  not  fdhone  by  theiapidity,  oroctntof  conqneft*  that  we  Pnaciptejor 
fhouM  eftimate  the  greatoeft  of  Rome.  The  fovereign  i****"™"*^ 
the  Ruffian  deferts  commands  a  larger  portion  of  the  globes 
la  the  feveath  fummer  after  hU  paflage  of  the  Hellefpont^ 
Alexander  ereded  the  Macedoniaa  trophies  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hyphafis".  Within  lefs  than  a  century,  the  irrefiftible  ZingiSi  and 
the  Mogul  princes  of  his  race,  fprcad  their  cruel  devafiations  and 
tranfient  empire,  from  the  lea  of  China,  to  the  confines  of  Hgypt 
and  Germany  But  the  firm  edifice  of  Roman  power  was  railed 
and  preicrvcd  by  tlie  wifdom  of  ages.  The  obedient  provinces 
of  Trajan  and  tlie  Antonincs  were  united  by  laws,  and  adorned  by 
arts.  They  mii^ht  occafionally  fufFer  from  the  partial  abufe  of 
delegated  authority  ;  but  the  general  principle  of  government  was 
wife,  fimple,  and  beneficent.  Hiey  enjoyed  the  religion  of  their 
uceftors,  whilft  iii  dvil  hoaoon  uid.  e^nntigea  they  weie  exaltedi 
by  juft  degrees*  to  aa  equality  with  their  oooquerors. 

L  The  policy  of  the  emperors  and  the  fenate*  as  far  as  it  con-  UdTeriu- 
cerned  seligiooirwas  happily  feccmded  by  the  refledions  of  the  ^^-^^ 
colighttiied,  and  by  the  habits  of  the  ibptrftitioos  part  of  their  iiib* 
jeds.  .  The  various  modes  of  worflup*  which  prevailed  in  the- 
Roman  world,  were  all  ooniidered  by  the  people^  as  equally  truei 
by  the  philofopher,  as  equally  fatfe  \  and  by  the  magiflrate,  at 
cqpally  ufeful*  And  thus  toleration  produced  not  only  mutuat 
jadulgencet  but  even  religious  ooncord* 
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Tbefuperfiition  of  the  people  was  not  embittered  by  any  mixtore 
of  theological  rancour  i  ncHrwaa  it  confined  by  the  chatoaof  any 
Ipeculative  fyftem.  The  devout  polytheii^  though  fondly  attached 
to  his  national  rites,  admitted  with  implicit  faith  the  different  reli* 
giQns  of  the  earth Feart  gratitude*  and  curiofity,  a  dream  or  ut 
omen»  afiogolardiforder*  or  a  diftant  journejrt  perpetually  dilpoifed 
him  to  multiply  the  articles  of  hia  belief*  and  to  enlaige  the  lift 
of  his  protectors.  The  thin  texture  of  the  Pagan  mydiology  was 
iMerwoven  with  varioas,  but  wit,  dUcmdanf  mmiilai  '  As  tooa  as 
it  was  allowed  that  Cages  and  herois*  who  had  liTed,  or  who  had 
■died  for  the  benefit  of  dieir  country,  were  exalted  to  a  ftate  of 
posrac  and  immortaUty«  it  was  univerfally  coofefled,  that  th«y 
deferred,  if  not  the  adoratipOr  at  kaft  the  Fcvei%nce  of  alliaankim}. 
The  deities  of  a  thousand  grove8  artd  a  tlroufand  dreams  polTefled, 
in  peace,  their  local  and  refpcdtive  influence  ;  nor  could  the  Roman 
who  deprecated  the  wrath  of  the  Tiber,  deride  the  Egyptian  who 
prcientcd  his  offering  to  the  beneficent  genius  of  the  Nile.  The 
vifible  powers  of  Nature,  the  planets,  and  the  elements,  were  the 
fame  throuL;;hout  the  univerfc.  The  invilible  governors  of  tlie  mo« 
ral  world  were  inevitably  call  in  a  liniilar  mould  of  fiction  and 
allegory.  Every  virttic,  and  evea  vice,  acquired  its  divine  reprc- 
ftstatlve;.  every  art  and  prafeflfam  its  patroa,  whofe  attributes,  iil 
the  noft  diftant  ages  and  cmifilri«Sy  wttv  umlbtmly  derived  from 
.the  chara^er  of  their'  peculiar  wtaries..  A  repttblid  of  gods  of  fiich 
oppofite  tempm  and  iotereft»  r^aired*  in  every  fy{km,  the  mode- 
fadng  band  of  a  ftipremc  magistrate,  who  was  gradually  invefted,  by 
flanery  and  knowledge*  with  the  fiibKme  peifr^ions-of  an-Et«mal 
Parent,  and  an  Omnipotent  Monarch  ^  Such  was  the  'mihl 
fpiril  of  antiquityi  that  the  nations  were  lefs  attentive  to  the 
dtfiercooe*  than  to  the  lefemblanee,  of  their  religious .  worlQiipi 
The  Oreck,  theRonuA,  and  ribe  barbarian,  as  they  met-btfore  thei^ 
refpediTe  altars*  eafily  perfiiaded  fbemlelvesf  that  under  varioui 
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names,  and  witl;  varioiis  ceremonies,  they  adored  the  fame  deities. 
The  c'lct.-uu  mythology  of  Homer  gave  a  beautiful,  and  almoA  a 
regular  form,  to  the  polytheifm  of  the  ancient  world 

The  philofoplicrs  of  Greece  deduced  their  morals  from  the  na-  Of  philofo.- 
ture  of  man  rather  than  from  that  of  God.    They  meditated,  how- 
ever,  on  the  Divine  Nature,  as  a  very  curious  and  important  fpe* 
culatton,  and  in  die  profound  inquiry,  they  difplaycd  the  Arength 
and  weaknda  of  the  htmum  ttnderftaadiiii;  ^   Of  the  foor  moft; 
MsfidenUe  fc^»  tine  Stoics  and  dw-PlsmndiiM  endeafouwaJ  ito' 
rewuaio.  fht  jarring  taterefts  ol  realbn-andi  piety.   They  htfs  left 
m  'tlitf  nmftrfiiblime  pcoo&  of  the  eziftcncs  aad'pciicdioikitf  of  the 
firfteanfe;  but  aa  it  waa  impodUe  for  Aetti  to  oohcdve  the  creation 
of  SMtter,  the  wodkatan  sa  the  Snie  phiMikphy  was  aiMffftfflcieiitly' 
4}ftiogiiiitied'iraiardie  ivork;  whilft,  on  AirCDttraiy,  the  iTptHtaal 
Cod  of  Plato  and  fits  dUdpiei,  refemUed  more  an  idea  than  a 
fwMbnif.  Throfonom  of  the  Aeiriemtda  and  Epicureitaa'were  oT 
»  left  rdigiout  eaft ;  bat  when  the  moM  fiaence  of  the  fhrmer* 
iadnced  them  to  doubt,  the  pofitive  igtaOranoe  of  the  latter  urged 
them  to  deny,  tHe  proTidenee  of  a  Suprelne  Ruler.    Yet  the  Sages 
of  Greece,  divided  as  they  were,  agt^eed  in  one  great  principlet*. 
an  abfolute  difbelief  of  the  popular  fuperftitionj  which  diey  com- 
municatcil  to  the  ingenuous  youth,  vfho,  from  every  part,  refbrted. 
to  Athene,  and  the  other  feats  of  learning  in  the  Roman  empire. 
How,  indeed,  was  it  pofTible,  that  a  philofopher  fhould  accept,  aS' 
divine  truths,  the  idle  tales  of  the  poets,  and  the  incoherent  tradi- 
tions of  antiquity  ;  or,  that  he  (hould  adore,  as  gods,  thofe  im- 
perfetl  beings  whom  he  muft  liave  defpifed,  as  men !    Againft  fuch 
unworthy  advcrfaries,  Cicero  condcfccnded  to  employ  the  arms  of 
reafon  and  eloquence  ;  but  the  fatire  of  Lucian  was  a  much  more 
adequate,  as  well  as  more  cliicacious  weapon.    We  may  be  well 
affured,  that  a  writer,  convcrfant  with  the  world,  would  never  have 
ventured  to  cxpofc  the  gods  of  his  country  to  public  ridicule,  had 
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they  not  already  been  the  objeds  of  fecret  contempt  among  the 
polilhed  and  enlightened  orders  of  fociety 

Notwitbftanding  the  fefhionable  irreligion  which  prevailed  ia 
die  age  of  the  Antonines,  both  the  intereft  of  the  priefts,  and  the 
credulity  of  the  people,  were  fafficiently  rcfpeSed.  In  their  writ- 
ings and  converiation*  the  philofi^hers  of  antiquity  aflerted  the 
dignitf  of  realon;  but  they  refigned  their  adions  to  the  com- 
mands of  law  and  of  coftom*  Viewing*  with  a  finite  of  pity  and 
indulgence*  the  various  errors  of  the  yu1gar»  they  diligently  pfac-  * 
tlfed  the  ceremonies  of  thetr  fathers,  devoutly  frequented  the  tem-' 
pies  of  the  gods  ;  and  fometimes  condefcending  to  ad  a  part  on  the 
theatre  of  fuperAition,  they  concealed  the  fentiments  of  an  Atheift 
under  the  facerdotal  robes.  Reafoners  of  fuch  a  temper  were 
fcarccly  inclined  to  wrangle  about  their  refpcdivc  modes  of  faith,  or 
of  worfhip.  It  was  indifferent  to  them  what  fliajx^  the  folly  of  the 
multitude  might  chiile  to  allume  ;  and  they  ap[iro;ichcd,  with  the 
fame  inward  contempt,  and  the  fame  external  reverence,  the  altars 
of  the  IJbyan,  the  Olympian,  or  the  Capitoline  Jupiter  *. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  from  what  motives  a  Ipirlt  of  pcrfecu- 
tion  could  introduce  ilfclf  into  the  Roman  councils.    I  he  magif- 
traies  could  not  be  aduated  by  a  blind,  though  honeft  bigotry, 
fince  the  magiftrates  were  themfelves  philofophers  ;  and  the  fchools ' 
of  Athens  had  given  laws  K»  the  fenate.  They  could  not  be  impelled 
by  ambition  or  avarice,  as  the.  temporal  and  ecdefiafiical  powers ' 
were  united  in  the  fiune  hands.  The  pontiffs  were  chofeo  among 
the  moft  illuftrious  of  -  the  fenators ;  and  the  office  of  Supreme  Fon« 
tiiF  was  conflantly  cxercifed  by  the  emperors  themfelves.  They 
knew  and  valued  the  advantages  of  rdigion,  as  it  is  conneded  with 
civil  government,    lliey  encouraged  the  public  feflivals  which' 
humanize  the  manners  of  the  people.   They  managed  the  arts  of 
divination,  as  a  convenientinfiniment  of  policy;  and. they  refpeded, 
as  the  firmeft  bond  of  fociety*  the  ufeful  periuafion,  that  either  in 

this 


Digitized  by  Google 


dF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


tTiis  or  in  a  future  life,  the  crime  of  perjury  is  moft  afTuredly 
puniflied  by  the  avenging  gods But  whilft  they  acknowledged 
the  general  advantages  of  religion,  they  were  convinced,  that  the 
various  modes  of  worfliip  contributed  alike  to  the  fame  falutary 
purpofes  ;  and  that  in  every  country,  the  form  of  fuperftition,  which 
had  received  the  fandtioq  of  time  and  experience}  was  the  bell  adapted' 
to  the  climate,  and  to  its  inhabitantt.  ATarice  aad  f afle  Very  in  Ae  pi^ 
frequently  defpoiled  thevanqidihed  nationl  of  the  eleguit  ftatottof 
their  gods,,  and  die  rich  oraamenU  of  thdr  temples  '*:  but,'  in  the 
exercife  of  the  rdigioa  wlucfa  they  derived  from  their  anceAors* 
ibsj  mS&mlf  experience  the  if^ulgence,  and  even  protedbn  of 
ihe  Roman  conquerors.  The  fvoVince  of  Gaul  leems,  and  indeed 
only  feems  an  exception  to  this  univerfil  toleration.  Under  die  fiur 
pretext  of  aboUihtng  human  lacrifices,  die  emperors  Tiberius  and 
QaudiuSi  fupprefled  the  dangerous  power  of  the  Druids  '* :  but  the 
prieds  themfelves,  their  gods  and  their  altars,  fubfifted  in  peaceful 
obicurity  till  the  final  deilrudion  of  Paganifm'\ 

Rome»  the  capital  of  a  great  monarchy,  was  inceOantly  filled  with  «t  Rasa 
iiibje£ts  and  Grangers  from  every  part  of  the  world  '',  who  all  in- 
troduced and  enjoyed  the  favourite  fuperftitions  of  their  native 
country'*.  Every  city  in  the  empire  was  juftificd  in  maintaining 
the  purity  of  its  ancient  ceremonies ;  and  the  Roman  fenatc,  ufing 
the  common  privilege,  fomeiimes  interpofed,  to  check  this  inunda- 
tion of  foreign  rites.  The  Egyptian  fuperftition,  of  all  the  moft 
contempt'iblc  and  abjed^,  was  frequently  prohibited  ;  the  temples  of 
Scrapisandlfisdemolifhedjand  their  worfliippersbanifhed  from  Rome 
and  Italy  But  the  zeal  of  fanaticifm  prevailed  over  the  cold 
and  feeble  efforts  of  policy.  The  exiltt  returned,  the  profelytes 
multiplied,  the'  temples  were  reAored  wiA  increafing  fplendor, 
aad  llis  and  Serapis  at  length  aflumed  thdr  place  among  the 
Roman  deities*'.  Nor  was  this  indulgence  a  departure  from  the 
old  maxims  of  government.  In  the  pureft  ages  of  the  common^ 

Vot*  I,  F  wealth. 
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.  cities,  by  the  pronufe  of  XSPK  diftinguiflied  hoaours  thaa  they 
poffcljfed  in  tbeir  native  country       Rome  gradually  became  the, 
cgmmon  temple  of  her  fubjedts  ;  and  the  fieedoQ  of  the  citf 
heftowed  oik  all  the  gods  of  mankind  ''. 
^JJI^*'       II.  The  OAjrrow  policy  of  prefcrvlng,  without  any  foreign  mix- 
ture* the  pure  blood  of  the  ancient  citizens,  had  checked  the  for- 
tune, and  haftened  the  ruin,  of  Athens  and  Sparta.    The  afpiring 
genius  of  Rome  facrificed  vanity  to  ambition,  aud  deemed  it  more 
prudent  as  well  as  honourable,  to  adopt  virtue  and  merit  for  her 
Qwn  whercfoever  they  were  fpund,  among  Haves  orflrangers,  ene- 
mies or  barbarians  "\    During  the  moft  flotirifhing  xra  of  the 
Athenian  commonwealth,  the  number  of  citizcm  gradually  decrealed 
from,  ahQUt  thirty'*  to  twenty-one  thon&nd,"'.  If,  on  the  eqor, 
trary,  we  ftudy  the  growth  of  the  Roman  repvibliie>  wemay  diiboyer^ 
that»  iiotwithftanKni^  thie  inceflant  donaodt  of  vam  aod  coloo!et».' 
thu  ciidaeoi*  who*  in  the  firft  eenfns  of  Serriut  Tbllius,  amouottd: 
to.  no^mpie  than  eighty-three  thoufimd*  were  multipUed»  befb«e  the 
conwn^noemeDt  of  the  £>cial  wat,  to  the  oumber  of  four  hundred^ 
and  fixty-three  thoufand  men,  able  to  bear  arms  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country       When  the  allies  of  Rome  claimed  an  equa^  Hiare* 
of  honours  and  privileges,,  the  fenate  indeed  preferred  the  chance 
qf  armt  to  aa  ignomiiUous  conceflion.    The  Samnites  and  the  Lu- 
caniaot  paid  the  feverc  penalty  of  their  raflmefs ;  but  the  refl  of  the 
Italian  ftatcs,  as  they  fucceflively  returned  to  their  duty,  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  bofoin  of  the  republic  **,  and  foon  contributed  to 
the  ruin  of  public  freedom.    Under  a  democratical  government,  the 
citizens  exercife  the  powers  of  fovereignty  ;  and  thofc  powers  will 
be  firft  abufed,  and  afterwards  loft,  when  they  are  committed  to 
an  unwieldy  multitude,     liut  when  the  popular  aflemblies  had 
been  lu^preilffd  by  the  adminiftration  of  the  empecors,  the  con- 
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'1|berbli  wefe'iiUHii^;aiai«d  fnm  die  tsuiqiiHhed  nalbns,  on\j  a  the 
Hfiiff  ^  ilii-  fnioft  ItbiMMiMble '  ordtr  Hf  fobjeds ;  tttil  thfei^  iMtc^ 
bowever  rapid,  wm  no  longer  cxpofed  to  the  fame  dangers.  Ytt 
tte  Vrifeft  prificei,  wbo  kdopted  the  maxims  of  Auguftusi  guarded 
iinth  tlie  ffriQeA  ,<^re  the  digoitf  of  the  Roman  naibei  and  diitiifed 
the  fireedotai  6£  tiie  cifjr  with  a  ilradeirt  liberaliey 

Till  the  privileges  of  Romans  had  been  progreffiTely  extended  i^r* 
'  to  all  the  iiilnlMtants  of  the  eropir6»  an  important  difKnteon  was 
.{jaeleWed'befweto'  Italy  and  the  provinces.  The  former  vras  ef- 
'  teemed  die  centre  of  public  unity,  and  the  firm  bafis  of  the  con- 
'ftifUtiOn.'  Italy  daimed  the  I)!rt1i,  or  at  lead  the  refidenoe,  of  the 
emperors  and  the  fenate       The  eflatcs  of  the  Italians  were  exempt 
from  faxes,  tlieir  (ierfons  from  the  arbitrary  jurifdidlion  of  gover- 
nors.   Tlicir  cities,  formed  after  the  perfedl  model  of  the  capital, 
were  intruftcd,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  fuprcme  powei", 
with  the  execution  of  the  laws.    From  the  foot  of  tlic  Alps  to  the 
extremity  of  Calabria,  all  the  natives  of  Italy  were  born  citizens  of 
Rome.    Their  partial  diftindions  were  obliterated,  and  they  in- 
fenfibly  coalefccd  into  one  great  nation,  united  by  language,  man- 
ners, and  civil  inftitutions,  and  equal  to  the  weight  of  a  powerful 
.  empire.    The  republic  gloried  in  her  generous  policy,  and  was 
frequetidy  revraided  by  the  merit  and  fervices  of  htr  adopted  fons. 
Had  ihe  always  confined  the  diftinObn  of  Romans  to  the  an- 
Clbiit  ikmiHet  within       walla  of  the  dty,  that  immortal  name 
would  have  Wn  (fepiived  of  fome  of  ib  nobleft  ornaments.  Virgil 
4m  ft  native  of  Mantna  s  Horace  m»  indhttd  to  d6td)C  ivbethe^  Ee 
^onld  idi  ficbnfeff - « n  Apotna  or  a  Ijapeidan ;  hT  wsii  Sa  that 
mhifto^ii  was  ftnttd  worthy  to  record  the  majeflic  ftrib  of  Rb- 
rintriri^bries.*  The  pattidt  family  of  the  Caxxn  tmerged  from 
'Tbfcohim  ;  and  fbff  little  town  of  Arpiftiim  cUlned  the  double 
'  honour  of  pradiTchig  Marltis  afid  Cicero,  the  former  of  wliom  de- 
"fttredf  tfteV^omulbi  YndCamfilns,  to  be  ttftd  tti^tHtbtA  ftmdtt 
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of  Rome  ;  and  the  latter,  after  faving  his  country  from  the  defigns 
of  Catiline,  enabled  her  to  contend  with  Athens  for  the  palm  of 
eloquence  *'. 

winces™  "^^^  provinces  of  the  empire  (as  they  have  been  defcribed  in  the 

preceding  chapter)  vi'ere  deftitute  of  any  public  force,  or  conftitu- 
tional  freedom.  In  Etruria,  in  Greece  and  in  Gaul  it  was 
the  firft  care  of  the  fcnate  to  diflblve  thofe  dangerous  confederacies 
•which  taught  mankind,  thatj  as  the  Roman  arras  prevailed  by  di- 
vifion,  ihcy  might  be  refifted  by  union.  Thofe  princes,  whom  an 
oftcntation  of  gratitude  or  gencrofity  permitted  for  a  while  to  hold 
a  precarious  fcepter,  were  difmilTcd  from  their  thrones,  as  foon  as 
they  had  performed  their  appointed  tafk  of  faftiioning  to  the  yoke 
the  vanquiflied  nations.  The  free  ftatcs  and  cities  which  had  em- 
braced the  caufc  of  Rome,  were  rewarded  with  a  nominal  alliance, 
and  infenfibly  funk  into  real  fervitude.  The  public  authority 
was  every  where  exercifed  by  tlie  miuiftcrs  of  the  fcnate  and  of  the 
emperors,  and  that  authority  was  abfolute,  and  without  control. 
But  the  fame  falutary  maxims  of  govcrnmcul,  which  had  fccurcd 
the  peace  and  obedience  of  Italy,  were  extended  to  the  moft  dif- 
tant  conqucfts.  A  nation  of  Romai;s  was  gradually  formed  in  the 
provinces,  by  the  double  expedient  of  introducing  colonics,  and  of 
admitting  the  moft  faithful  and  deferving  of  the  provincials  to  the 
freedom  of  Rome. 

Colonic*  aod  "  Wherefocvcr  the  Roman  conquers,  he  inhabits,"  is  a  very  juft 
toUw.'^*'     obfcrvation  of  Seneca",  confirmed  by  hiftory  and  experience. 

The  natives  of  Italy,  allured  by  pleafure  or  by  intereft,haftencd  to  enjoy 
tlie  advantages  of  vidory ;  and  we  may  remark,  that  about  forty  years 
after  the  redudion  of  Afia,  eighty  thoufand  Romans  were  raaflacred 
in  one  day,  by  the  cruel  orders  of  Mithridatcs  Thefe  voluntary 
chiles  were  engaged,  for  the  moft  part,  in  the  occupations  of  com- 
merce, agriculture,  and  the  farm  of  the  revenue.  But  after  the  legions 
were  rendered  permanent  by  the  emperors,  the  provinces  were  peopled 
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By  a  race  of  foldiers;  and  the  veterans,  whether  they  received  the 
reward  of  their  fervice  in  land  or  in  money,  ufually  fettled  with 
their  families  in  the  couiiiry,  where  they  had  honourably  fpcnt 
their  youth.    Throughout  the  empire,  but  more  particularly  in  the 
weftern  parts,  the  moft  fertile  diAri^s,  and  the  mod  convenieot 
fituatioas,  were  idmdftr  theefiablilhiaeatof  oobaies}  fome  of 
^vfakh  were  of  a  civil>  and  othen  of  a-  military  nature.   In  their 
maanera  and  .internal  policy,  the  cdoniet  £Mrmed  a  perfed  repr^ 
.ientadon  of  their  ^at  parent   and  aa-  die^  were  fixm-  eodeared'to 
lS>t  i^ativea  by  the  tiea  of  fnendlhip<4|nd  alliance*  thqr  effeChiallj 
.difiufed  a  reverence  fer  the  Roman  name*  and  .  a  defire  which  waa 
^leldom  difappointed  of  {haring»  in  dae  time$  its  honoufi  and- ad- 
tanti^ea  **•   The  municipal  ddes*  infenfibly  equalled  the  rank-  and 
/oiendoiir  of  dio  colonies  t  and  in-  the  rdign-  cf  Hadrian,  it  - was  dif- 
guted  which  waa  the  preferable  condition,  of  thofe  focieties  which  had*. 
UTued  from,  or  thofe  which  had  been  received  into,  the  bofitm  of 
Boi^e       The  right  of  Latium*  as  it  was.  called,,  conferred  on  the 
cities  to  which  it  had  been  granted,  a  more  |(artial  fiivour;  The 
nug»Arates  only,  at  the  expiration  of  their  office*  a0ttoied  the 
quality  of  Roman  citizens;  but  as  thofe  offices  were  annual,  in  a 
few  years  they  circulated  round  the  principal  families        Thofe  of 
the  provincials  who  were  permitted  to  bear  arms  in  the  legions 
thofe  who  excrcifed  any  civil  employment ;  all,  in  a  word,  who  • 
performed  any  public  Icrvice,  or  difplayed  any  perfonal  talents, 
%Yere  rewarded  with  a  prcfent,  whole  value  was  continually  di-  . 
minilhcd  by  the  incrcafmg  liberality  ,of  the  emperors.    Yet  even, 
in  the  age  of  the  Antonines,  when  the  freedom  of  the  city  had  been 
bcdowed  on  the  greater  number  of  dieir  fubje^»  it  was  ftill  accom- 
panied vuth  yery  iblid  advantages.   The  bulk  of  the  people  ac» 
quired,  with  that  title,  the  benefit  of  the  .Roman,  laws,,  particularly 
in  the  interefting  articlea  of  marriage,  teftaments,  and  inheritances, 
and  the  road  of  fcnruine  was  opea  to^  diofe  whole  preteofions  were 
6  feconded 
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feconded  by  favour  or  merit.  The  itdMoM  <>f  ^tf "who 
had  befieged  Julius  Caefar  in  Alefia,  ciMtt§itM^^^e^^liik^>^^HrOtA 
peovincci,  and  were  «diaiM*#»  4N  tfltttd'tf  ito•Mi^*^•^'i  ^ 

]>Mto.r  'i»  «»qj|dfll4«4w^<tti  over 
«  progidk!^  IW^ir«il'<^  «^  df>^  m 
^b»i*liftii^»^)^^  left 

•WUF;-''TII6  vrtftcth  ^lMtrier%(ii«r  dftlfii^  bjr'  thi;  handb 

^ftak^  lk«m.   Air  tod6  tft  tlli^iiJiiiiAfUtis -^^ere  r<x6nc^^^  K» 

iibedicncc  tftdr  minds  tvefe  6p<rt^'  ^6  iahy  ilcW  1ttii)reUion8  of 

Hiowitfl^  and  politene/s.    Itie  liiigQage  of  Virgil  and  Cioero, 

ttbnfili' Mth  fome  ineritatte  mixture  of  corf updon,  wai  fe  uni- 

^ii^fiffily  adopted  hi  Afi-ita,  Spaid,  OktA,  Britain,  and  Pannonia 

tliat'  tilt  faint  traces  *6f  the  Punic  or  Cfehic  idioms  were  prefcrved 

only  in  tlic  mountains,  or  among  the  pcafants        Education  and 

ftudy  infenfibly  infpircd  the  natives  of  thofc  countries  with  the 

fentiments  of  Romans  ;  and  Italy  gave  fafhions,  as  well  as  laws, 

tb  her  Latin  provincials.    They  folicited  with  more  ardour,  and 

obtained  with  more  facility,  the  freedom  and  honours  of  the  ftate  ; 

iupported  the  national  dignity  in  letters*''  and  in  arms  ;  and,  at  length, 

in  the  perfon  of  Trajan,  produced  an  emperor  whom  the  Sciplos 

would  not  have  difowned  for  their  countryman.    The  fituation  of 

the  Greeks  was  very  difFcrent  from  that  oT  the  Boirbarians.  The 

iib^el  llkd^beeh  W  ^'tSyi^'  ^  '^i^^,"^  Bad 

^  too 
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loo  much  tafte  to  relinquifli  their  language,  and  too  much  vanity  to 
adopt  any  foreign  inftitutions.    Siill  prelerving  the  prejudices,  after 
they  had  loft  the  virtues,   of  their  anceftors,  they  afTcdcd  to 
defpirc    the    unpolilhed    n^nners   of   the    Roman  conquerors* 
whilft  they  were  compelled  to  refpedt  their  fuperior  wifdoin  and 
powoc      Nor  waB  die  ioiotiMDe  of  tba  Greeiaa  language  and 
fentincQts  confined  to  die  oarroor  limits,  of  that  ooce  cdebrated 
coimtry.  Thfir  emp&n^  tqi  the  pcogrcft  of  coloiiic»  tqd  coar> 
quefti  had  been  diflVifi^  fma  die  Hadriatic  to  the  Enphiaiet 
die  Nile.-  Afi*  «m.  cofvexed  witk  Graek  citieit  and  dio  loAg  t«igo 
flf  the  Maesdooiaa  ki^gs  had  introduced  «  filent  mpnohuioft  iot» 
$7iia  md.  BgjjfU  In  their  poopqna  coipm  thofr  ffriaefsun|tpd.dw 
tlqsanoeof  ^dieauitiiihthehiziujof  t^^ift^aad  theenoflfqf 
the  court  was  ioiitatedft  aft  an  hoable  diftaiyei^  fayr  Ait  h%bar  Tanks  of 
dieir  fut||casi»  Siadv  wm  the  general  dcviiioftqf  the  Ifoam  ea^te 
iMto^di^  Utia  4ad  Gieek  laag!uag«f»   To  thefe  we  fnegr  arfi  4dlaB* 
djiftinfiioQ  foir  the  body  of  the  natives  iH  Syria  and  d^Meiallj  mV^ffftk 
The  uie  of  their  ancient  dialefls,  hf  Ib^Udieg  them  from  the  coaa*j 
Berce  of  mankind^  checked  the  iaaproivements  of  tkole  haihaeiane.^ 
The  Hochfttl  effefoinaey  of  the  fonmeB,  mfokd  riiem  tsy  the  coatempt  g. 
the  iuMc4k  fcfo<;ioufQef»  of  the  Uttev,  exdted  the  avecfion  of  thtf 
Ibaman  conqvuerora       They  feldom  defired  or  deferred  thb  feee^ 
dom  of  the  eity  ;  and  it  was  remarked  that  nore  than  two  huodcedl 
thirty  years  elapfed  after  the  ruin  of  the  Ptolemies^  befbrea 
native  Egyptian  was  admitted  into  the  fcnateof  Rome  **. 

It  is  a  iuil  though  trite  oblcrvation,  that  ifidorious  Rome  was  her-*  Genmlufe 
fcl£  fubdued  by  the  arts  ol  Greece.  Thofc  immortal  writers  who 
ftill  comjnand  the  admiration  of  modern  Europe,  Pjon  became  the 
favourite  objcd;  of  Ihidy  a-nd  imitation-  in  Italy  an<l  the  weftern  pro- 
viuces.  But  the  elegant  amufementis  of  the  Romans  were  not 
iifliered  to  interfere  with  their  found  maxims  of  policy.  Whilft  rhcy 
aiknowkdgcd  the  channc  of  the  Greek,  they  aflcrtcd  die  dignity  of 
UA  the 
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the  Latin  tongue,  and  tlie  exclufive  ufe  of  the  latter  was  inflexibly 
maintained  in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  as  well  as  military  goverft' 
meat       The  two  languages  cxercifed  at  the  fame  time  dior  ie» 
purate  jurifilidioii  througlioat  the  empire :  the  formerf  as  the  natural 
idiom  of  ictenoe;  the  latter,  at  the  legal  dialed  of futitic  traof' 
aOioiM.  Thofe  who  luiited  letters  with  buliaefti  were  equally  con- 
▼erfaiit  with  both  ;  and  it  was  almoft  tmpiaffible,  ia  any  proyince, 
CD  find  a  Roman  fubjed,  c£  a  liberal  edncationt  who  was  at  once  a 
ftrangier  to  the  Greek- and  to  Ae  Latin  language, 
siwca*        •  It  was  by  fuchinftitutions  that  the  nations  of  the  empire  infenfiblf 
melted  away  inlo  the  Roman  name  and  people.  But  there  ftitl  ze- 
Auinedt  in  the  centre  of  every  province  and  of  every  family,  an 
unhappy  condition  of  men  who  endured  the  weight,  without  fhar-  - 
ing  the  benefits  of  ibciety.    In  the  free  flates  of  antiquity,  the  do- 
Tkirueic-   meftic  flaves  were  cxpofed  to  the  wanton  rigour  of  defpotifm.  The 
perfe^  fcttlemcnt  of  the  Roman  empire  was  preceded  by  ages  of 
violence  and  rapine.    The  flaves  confifted,  for  the  moft  part,  of 
barbarian  captives,  taken  in  thouiands  by  the  chance  of  war,  pur- 
chafed  at  a  vile  price  **,  accuftomed  to  a  life  of  independence,  and 
impatient  to  break  and  to  revenge  their  fetters.    Agaiail:  fuch  in- 
ternal enemies,  whofe  defperatc  infurredions  had  more  than  once 
reduced  the  republic  to  the  brink  of  deftrudion      the  moft  fevere 
regulations  **,  and  the  .moft  cmd  treatmoitt  Teemed  almoft  jnfttted 
hy.  .the  great  Urn.  of  lelf'ptli»«atiaa.    But  whea  the  principal 
nations  of  Bunpe,  Afia,'aiid  Africa,  were  united  imder  die  la^  «f 
-  one:  fimivign,  the  lbuKe:cf  fiuciga  fnpplies  flowed  wSih  much 
'left  abundance,  and  the  Rodiant  were  redaced^.to  the  milder  but 
mdre  tedious  method  of  propagation.   In  their  ouokerana  ftmiliee, 
tn^rpArticularly  in  their  country  eAates,  they  encouraged  the  mar- 
riage, of  their  flaves.    The  affedions  of  nature,  the  habits  of  cduv 
cadon,  and  the  poffei&on  of  a  dependent  fpccics  of  property, 
coQlcibutfid  to  alleviate  t|ic  bardih^ps  of  iervitude  *\   The  ex- 

iftence 
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iftoiee  of  a  /lave  became  an  objeft  of  greater  valiie«  and  though  hb 
happioeft  Hill  dqiended  00  the  temper  ■  and  drcuiQAances  of  the 
maHer,  the  humaniqr  of  the  Utter,  ioftead  of  being  leftrained  by 
fear,  wai  confirmed  by  the  £mfe  of  hit  .  own  intcreft.  The  pro^ 
greft  of  manners 'waa  enforced  by  the  virtue  or  policy  of  the  em- 
peroct;  and  by  the  cdi£b  bf  Hadrian  and  the  Antonioes,.  the 
protedion  of  the  laws  was  extended  to  the  moft  abjc£l  part  of  man- 
kind. The  jurifdidioQ  of  life  and  death  over  the  flaves,  a  power 
long  exercifcd  and  often  abufed,  was  taken  out  of  private  hands, 
and  referved  to  the  magiflratcs  alone.  The  fubterraneous  prifbns 
were  abolifhcd  ;  and  upon  a  juft  complaint  of  intolerable  treat- 
ment, the  injured  ilave  obtained  either  his  delimaace,  or  a  leis 
cruel  matter 

Hope,  the  beft  comfort  of  our  imperfedl  condition,  was  not  denied  EoriucluA* 
to  the  Roman  flavc;  and  if  he  had  any  opportunity  of  making  him- 
klf  cither  uieful  or  agreeable,  he  might  very  naturally  cxped  ' 
that  the  diligence  and  fidelity  of  a  few  years  would.be  reward* 
cd  with'  the  ineftimable  gift  c£  freedom.  The  benevolence  of 
the  mafia  was  ib  lirequently  prompted  by  the  meaner  fi^ 
geftions  of  vanity,  and  avarice,  that  the  laws  found  it  more  ne» 
ceflary  to  reftrain  than  to  encourage  a  profufe  and  undifiinguifli- 
iog  liberality,  which  might  degenerate  into  a  very  dangerous  abule'*. 
It  was  a  maxim  of  ancient  jurifprudence,  that  as  a  ilave  had  not  any 
country  of  his  own,  he  acquired  with.his  liberty  an  admiffion  into 
the  political  Ibciety  of  which  his  patron  was  a  member.  The 
confequenoes  of  diia  maxim  would  have  proftituted  the  privileges  of 
the  Roman  city  to  a  mean  and  promifcuous  multitude.  Some  fea- 
fonable  exceptions  were  therefore  provided ;  and  the  honourable 
diflinction  was  confined  to  fuch  flaves  only,  ae  for  juft  caufes,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  the  magiikate,  fhould  receive  a  folemn  and 
legal  marjumiffion.  Even  thefe  chofen  frecdmen  obtained  no  more 
than  the  private  rights  of  citizens,  and  were  rigoroufly  excluded 
irom  civil  employments  and  military  icrvice.  Whatever  might  be 
.  Vol.  I,  •  C  the  - 
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tke  metit  or  fortune  of  dieir  ibai,  tbef  liitetrife  ^vck  efiecoied 
unworthy  of  ■  feat  in  die  feaAtsi  nor  «ei«  the  traces  of  « lerrilc 
iori^  albwcd  to  be  eomplcielj  obliterated  till  the  third  or  fborth 
generation  Without  deftroTing  the  difiindlion  of  rank*,  a  dtf- 
tant  profpe^  of  freedom  and  honours  vras  prefented,  even  io  thofe 
whom  pride  and  prejudice  almoft  difiUined  to  number  anoi^  die 
human  ijpecie*. 

NwnbcN.  It  was  once  propofed  to  difcrlminate  the  flaves  by  a  peculiar  habit  ^ 
but  it  was  juftly  apprehended  that  there  might  be  fomc  danger  ia 
acquainting  them  with  their  own  numbers  Without  interpret- 
ing, in  their  utmoft  flridncfs,  the  liberal  appellations  of  legions  and 
myriads''^;  we  may  venture  to  pronounce,  that  the  proportion  of 
flaves,  who  were  valued  as  property,  was  more  conndcrablc  thaa 
that  of  fervants,  who  can  be  computed  only  as  an  cxpcncc  The 
youths  of  a  promifing  genius  were  inftrudtcd  in  the  arts  and  fctences, 
and  their  price  was  afccrtaincd  by  the  degree  of  their  ikill  and 
talents  Almoft  every  profcfiion,  either  libecal "  or  mechanical, 
might  be  fetmd  in  the  houfehold  of  an  opiilent  femtor.  The  mi* 
mAera.of  pomp  and  fenftuiKty  were  muldplied  beyond  the  con- 
ception of  modern  luxury  It  was  more  for  the  iotereft  of  the 
merchant  ot  mami&durer  tO  purehaCt,  than  to  h»re  hi*  workmen  ^ 
and  in  the  oottotrjt.  flaves  were  employed  as  the  cheapeft  and  moft 
i^borions  inftruments-  of  agricoliare.  To  confirm  the  general  oh- 
ienradon,  and  to  difplay  the  multitude  of  flaveSf  we  might  allege  a 
variety  of  particular  inftances.  It  was  difcovered,  on  a  very  m.e- 
lancholy  occaflon,  that  four  htmdred  flaares  were  maintained  in 
a  fingle  palace  of  Rome  The  fame  number  of  fiaur  hundred 
belonged  to  an  eilate«  which  an  African  widow,  of  a  very  private 
condition,  lefigned  to  her  ibni  whilA  fhe  referved  for  herfelf  a 
much  larger  fliare  of  her  property A  freedman,  under  the  reign 
of  AuguAus,  though  his  fortune  had  fuffercd  great  lofles  in  the 
civil  warSf  left  behind  him  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  yoke  of 
oxen,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufimd  head  of  finalier  cattle*  and 
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Vihat  was  almod  included  in  the  deraiptioa  of  cattlci  four  thouiiind 
one  hundred  and  fixtccn  flaves 

Tlie  number  ot  fubjcds  who  ncknowlcdged  the  laws  of  Rome,  Popoloufneft 
of  citizens,  of  provincials,  and  of  llavc&,  taimoc  now  be  fixed  with  em^ef*""* 
fiich  a  degree  of  accuracy,  as  the  importance  of  the  objc*i^  would 
deferve.  \Vc  are  informed,  that  when  the  emperor  Claudius  cx- 
crcifed  the  office  of  cenibr*  he  took  an  account  of  fix  millions  nine 
hundred  and  fivtyofive  thoufand  Roman  ctdzens,  w  hoi  with  the  pro- 
portion women  and  ^Udreo,  muft  have  amounlcd  to  about  twenty 
fnillions  of  Ibuls.  The  multitade  of  fubjeds  of  an  iofmor  rank, 
waa  uncertain  and  fludkuatuig.  But  after  weighing  with  attention 
every  cbdimftance  which  oooM  infloence  the  balance»  it  lirema  pro- 
4>able,  that  there  escifted*  in  the  tine  of  Oancfiutf  *  about  twice  aa 
many  proirinciala  aa  ^re  .were  citiaena,  of  dther  fex  and  of  every  n 
iige ;  and  that  the  iUtes  w^  at  leaft  equal  in  nliihber  to  the  fite 
iohdMtMta  ti  the  Roaiaa  vttrkl.  The  total  aihoiint  9f  dda  imr 
perfect  calculation  would  'rife  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
jnillions  of  pcrfons  :  a  degree  of  population  which  poflibly  exceeds 
that  of  modem  Europe  ''\  and  forms  the  moft  numeroua  ibciety  that 
has  ever  been  united  under  the  iiune  fyftem  of  government* 

Domeftic  peace  and  union  were  the  natural  con(<!quehoea  of  the  ojedicr.ce 
moderate  and  comprcbenfive  poliiiy  embraced  by  the  Romans.  If 
we  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  monarchies  of  Afia,  we  lhall  behold 
defpotifm  in  the  center,  and  weaicoefs  in  the  eixtremities ;  the 
colledion  of  the  revenue,  or  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  enforced 
by  the  prefencc  oi  an  army  :  lioRilc  barbarians,  hcrccJilary  fatraps, 
and  provinces  inclined  to  rebellion,  though  incapable  of  freedom. 
But  the  obedience  of  the  Roman  world  was  uniiorra,  voluntary,  and 
permanent.  The  vanquifhed  nations  blended  into  one  great  people, 
refigncd  the  hope,  nay  even  the  wiflj,  of  refuming  their  inde- 
pendence, and  fcarcely  confidercd  their  own  cxifleuce  as  diltintll 
from  the  exifteace  of  Rome.    The  eAabliihcd  authority  of  the 

G  i  emperors 


Digitized  by  Google 


44 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


ktt.. 


emperora  pervaded  vrithout  an  effort  the  wide  extcat  of  their 
dominioiiSi  and  was  exercifed  with  the  lame  facilky  on  the  banks 
of  theThtmeSt.or  of  the  Nile,  as  on  thofe  of  the  Tyber.  The 
legions  were  defliiicd  to  ierve  agaiaft  the  public  enemy,  and-  the 
eivil  magiftrate  feldom  required  the  aid  of  a  miUtarf  force  **.  la 
this  fiate  of  general  fecurity,  the  letfure  as  wdl  as  opulenoe  both 
of  the  prince  and  peoplci  were  devoted  to  impvbw  and  to  adorn  the 
Roman  empire. 

Among  the  innumerable  m(mumettt8  of  architedure  ccmAruAed 
by  the  RomanSf  how  many  have  eicaped  the  notice  of  hiftory,  how 
few  have  refided  the  ravages  of  time  and  barbarifm !  And  yet  even 
Ae  majeftic  ruins  that  are  ftill  feattered  over  Italy  and  the'.pro* 
Tinces,  would  be  fufficient  to  prove,  that  thofe  eountries  wereooM 
the  feat  of  a  polite  and  powerful  empire.  Their  greatnefs  alone,  or 
their  beauty,  might  deferve  our  attention  ;  but  they  are  rendered 
more  intcrcfting,  by  two  important  cireumftances  which  conneil  the 
agreeable  hiftory  of  the  arts,  with  the  more  ufeful  hiflory  of 
human  manners.  Many  of  thofe  works  were  crcdcd  at  private  cx- 
pence,  and  almofl  all  were  intended  for  public  benefit. 
Mat>yor<h:m  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  greateft  numbeis  a»  well  as  the 
BBoft^  confiderable  of  the  Roman  edificeSi  were  the  worib  of  die 
emperors,  who  poflefled  fa  unbounded  a  command  both  of  men 
and  money.  Augufhia  was  accuftomed  to  boaft  that  he  had  found 
his  capital  of  brick,  and  that  he  had  left  it  o£  raaible**.  The 
Arid  oeconomy  of  VeQiaGan:  was  the  iburce  of  his-  magni- 
ficence. The  works  of  Trajan  bear  the  fiamp  of  hia  genius..  The 
public  monuments  with  which.  Hadrian  adtnned  every  province  of 
the  empire,  were  executed,  not  only  by  his  orders,  but  under  his 
•immediate  in^pe£don*  He  was  himfelf  an  artift;.and  he  loved  the 
■arts,  as  they  conduced  to  the  glory  of  the  monarch.  They  were 
encouraged  by  the  Antonines,  as  they  contributed  to  the  happineft 
<^  the  people.  But  if  the  emperors  were  the  firft,  they  were  not  the 
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enlf  archtte£te  of  their  dominions.  Their  example  was  vaiTerrally 
Imitated  by  their  principal  fubjeds,  who  were  not  afiraid  of  decUr- 
ing  thai  they  had  fpirit  to  conceive,  and  wealth  to  accomplilh,  the 
nobleft  undertakmgs.  ScareeTy  had'  the  proud  ftradure  of  the 
Gilifeum  been  dedicated  at  Romef  before  edifices  of  a  fmaller  fcale 
•indeed,  but  of  the  lame  defign  and  roateiialst  were  ereded  for 
-the  ufe;  and  at  the  expenoe,  of  the  cities  of  Capua  and  Verona-*'. 
The  infcription  of  the  fiopendous  bridge  of  Alcantara,  attefls  that 
it  was  thrown  oyer  the  Tagus  by  the  contribution  of  a  few  LuQ- 
tanian  communities.  When  Piioy  was  intrufted  with  the  govern* 
ment  of  Bithynia  and  PontU8>  provinces  by  no  means  the  richcfl  or 
moft  confiderablc  of  the  empire,  he  found  the  cities  within  his  jurif- 
diQion  ftriving  with  each  other  in  every  ufcftil  and  ornamental 
work,  that  might  defcrve  the  curiofity  of  Hrangcrs,  or  the  gratitude 
of  their  citizens.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Proconful  to  fupply  their 
deficiencies,  to  dircd  their  taftc,  and  fomctimcs  to  moderate  their 
emulation  The  opulent  fcnators  of  Rome  and  the  provinces 
eftecmed  it  an  honour,  and  almofl  an  obligation,  to  adorn  the 
fplendour  of  their  age  and  country  ;  and  the  influence  of  fafliion 
very  frequently  fupplied  the  want  of  tafte  or  generofity.  Among 
a  crowd  of  ihefe  private  benefa^ors,  we  may  feleA-  Herodes  At* 
ticus,  an'  Athenian' dtizcni  who  Uved'  in  the-iq^e  of-  the  An- 
tonincs.  VThatever.m^t  be-the  motive  of  his  condudfc,  his  mag** 
nificenee  would  have  been  worthy  of  the  greateft  kings. 

The  fiimily  of  Herod*  at  leaft  after  it  had  been  favoured  by  tMmjikttt 
ibrtone^  was  lineally  delcended  from  Cbnon  and  Miltiade8>  Thefoit  aSoZ 
and  Cecrcqpst  iEacus  and  Jupiter.  But  the  pofterity  of  ib  many  gods 
and  heroes  was  fallen  into  the  moft  abje^k  Hate^  His  grandfiither 
had  fuffered  by  the  hands  of  julticei  and  Julius  Atticus*  his  father, 
muft.haYe  ended  lus  life  In  poverty  and -contempt  .had  ht  not'dif^ 
covered  an  imnien&  treafure  buried  under  an  old  hbuie,  the  laft 
lODaint  of  hit  .patrimony.  According  to  the  rigour  of  lawi  tftfe 
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emperor  might  have  afTcrted  his  claim,  and  the  prudent  Attkus  pnc* 
ventedt  by  a  frank  confeHIon,  the  oificioufDcft  of  informers.  Bdt 
the  equitable  Nerva,  who  then  filled  the  throne,  refufed  to  accept 
any  part  of  it ;  and  commanded  him  to  ufe,  without  fcruple,  the 
prefent  of  fortune.  The  cautious  Athenian  ftill  infiftcd,  that  the 
treafurc  was  too  ci^nfiderable  for  a  fubjed,  and  that  he  knew  nat 
how  to  nfe  it.  Abuj'e  ity  thcn^  replied  the  monarch,  with  a  good- 
natured  pccviQmel's ;  for  It  is  your  own  Many  will  be  of 
opinion,  that  Atticus  literally  obeyed  the  emperor's  laft  inflrudions ; 
fince  lie  expended  the  greatcft  part  of  his  fortune,  which  was  much 
increafcd  by  an  advantageous  marriage,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Public.  He  had  obtained  for  bis  Ion  Herod,  the  prefcdure  of  the 
free  cities  of  Afia;  and  the  young  niagiflrate,  obferving  iliat  the 
town  of  Troas  was  indifferently  fupplicd  with  water,  obtained  from 
the  munificence  of  Hadrian)  tliree  hundred  myriads  of  drachms 
(about  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds)  for  the  confirudHon  of  a  hew 
aquedild*  But  in  the  executbn  oi  the  week  the  chaige  amoanted 
to  more  diaii  double  the  eftimate^  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
heguk  to  murmuft  till  the  generous  Atticus  filenoed  their  comf> 
plaiatst  by  requeuing  that  he  nugbt  be  permitted  to  take  upon 
himlelf  the  whole  addidooal  expeoce  > 
i&N(a»  The  ableft  preceptors  of  Greece  and  Afia  had  been  invited  by 
liberal  rewards  to  direft  the  education  cf  ^ouog  Herod.  Their  pupil 
foon  became  a  celebrated  orator  in  the  «fdei«  rhetoric  of  that  age» 
which,  eoofinii^  it&lf  to  the.fduiols,'.dtfiiained  to  vilit  dther  the 
Forum  or  .Uie  Senate*  H«  was  Jionoured  iwith  the  confulflup  at 
Rome;  bat  the  greateft  part  of  his  life  was  fpent  in  a  phikfiiphic 
retirement  at  Athenst  and  hia  adjacent  villas;  perpetually  furrounded 
by  fophifls,  who  acknowledged,  without  leludancCf  the  fuperiority 
of  a  rich  and  gcoerons  rival  The  monuments  of  his  genius 
faaTeperiflied;  fome  remains  ftill  preferve  the  fame  of  his  tafte  and 
mnqificencc :  flM>dcrn  travellers  have  mcaiiired  the  ruins  of  the 
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fladium  which  he  cbnftrufted  at  Athens.    It  was  fix  hundred  feet 
in  length,  built  entirely  of  white  marble,  capable  of  admitting  the 
•whole  body  of  the  people;    and  finiflied  in  four  years,  whilft 
Herod  was  prcfidcnt  of  the  Athenian  games.    To  the  memory  of 
his  wife  Rcgilla,  he  dedicated  a  theatre,  fcarccly  to  be  paralleled  in 
the  empire  :  no  wood  except  cedar,  very  curioufly  carved,  was  em- 
ployed in  any  part  of  the  building.     The  Odeum,  de/igned  by 
Pericles  for  mufical  performance,  and  the  rehearfiil  of  new  tragedies, 
was  a  trophy  of  the  vi<flory  of  the  arts  over  B.irbaric  grcatncfs; 
as  the  timbers  employed  in  the  conftradlion  confifted  chiefly  of  the 
marts  of  the  Pcrfian  vcffels.     Notvvithftanding  it  Iiad  been  once 
repaired  by  a  king  of  Cappadocia,  it  was  again  fallen  to  decay. 
Herod  reftored  its  ancicDt  beauty  and  magnificence.    Nor  was  the 
'  KberaKty  of  Att  iHuAriotM  ddzen  confined  to  the  walls  of  Athens* 
The  moft  fplendid  ofnamentt  bcftowed  on  the  temple  of  Neptune 
in  the  Ifthraus,  a  theatre  at  Gorinth,  a  ftadium  at  Delphi,  a  bath 
at  Thermopylae  and  an  aqnedaft  at  Cuuifinm  In  Italy,  were 
infuifident  to  exhauft  hti  treafuret.  The  people  of  Epinis,  The^ 
ialy>  Etiboea,  Bocotia,  and  Peloponnefus>  experienced  lua'  favours » 
and  many  inicriptions  of  the  ddei  of  Greece  and  ACa  gratefully 
ftyle  Herodes  Atticua,  their  patron  and  bene&dor 

In  the  commonwealths  of  Athens  and  Rome*  the  modeft  fim-  Moft  or  Or 
plicity  of  private  houfea  announced  the  equal  condition  of  fireedom;  Z^wT^ 
whilft  the  (bvereignty  of  the  people  iiras  rcprefented  in  the  ma-  SSj!kMht» 
jeftic  edifices  deftined  to  the  public  ufe'* :  nor  was  this  republican  SS^y 
fpirit  totally  exdnguiflied  by  the  introdudlon  of  wealdi  and  mo- 
narchy.    It  was  in  works  of  national  honour  and  benefit, 
that  the  moft  virtuous  of  the  emperors  affieded  to  difplay  their 
magnificence.    The  golden  palace  of  Nero  excited  a  juft  indigna- 
tion, but  the  vaft  extent  of  ground  which  had  been  ufurped  by  hi* 
ftlfifh  luxury,  was  more  nobly  filled  under  the  fucceeding  rogns 
by  the  Colifeum*  the  baths  of  Titus»  the  Qaudian  portico^  and 
4  the 
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4he  templet  dedicated  to  the  goddeA  of  Peace  a«d  to  the  gemm  of 
JEtome'*.   Thcfe  monumentt  of  axchiteftuee*  the  property  of  the 
Roman  people,  were  adorned  with  the  ooft  beautiful  produfiioas 
•of  Grcciaa  paiodng  and  icolpture ;  and  in  the  temple  of  Peacei  a 
vexy  eurioua  library  was  open  to  the  curiofity  of  the  learned.  At 
a  fmall  diftance  from  thence  was  fituaced  the  Forum  of  Tta}an.  It  was 
furrouoded  with  a  lofty  portico*  -and  in  the  centre  arofe  a  column 
of  marble*  whofe  height,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  denoted  thje 
elevation  of  the  hill  that  bad  bean  -cut  away.  .  This  column,  which 
iUll  fubfiftft  in  its  aDcient  beautyt  exhibited  an  eza£t  reprcfcntation 
of  the  Dacian  victories  of  its  founder.    The  veteran  foldier  coa- 
teroplated  the  (lory  of  his  own  campaigns,  and  by  an  cafy  illufioa 
of  national  vanity,   the  peaceful  citizen  aflbciated  himfelf  to  the 
honours  of  the  triumph.    All  the  other  quarters  of  the  capital,  and 
all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  were  cmbelliflied  by  the  fame  liberal 
fpirit  of  public  magnificence,  and  were  filled  with  amphitheatres, 
theatres,  temples,  poriicos,  triumphal  arches,  baths,  and  aquedu(Ss, 
all  varioufly  conducive  to  the  health,  the  devotion,  and  the  plcafurcs 
of  the  meanefl;  citizen.     The  lall  mentioned  of  thofe  edifices 
defcrvc  our  peculiar  attention.     The  boldncfs  of  the  entcrprifc, 
the  folidity  of  the  execution,  and  the  ufes  to  which  they  were 
I'ubfetvient,  rank  the  aqucdudts  among  the  nobleft  monuments  of 
Roman  genius  and  power.    The  aqucduiSls  of  the  capital  claim  a 
jufl  pre>eminence ;  but  the  curious  traveller,  who,  without  the  light 
of  hiftory,  £hould  examine  thofe  of  Spoleto,  of  Metz,  or  of  Segovia, 
woii^d  very  naturidly .  conclude,  that  thofe  provindal  towns  had 
formieiiy  been  the  refidence  of  fome  potent  monardi.  The  iblhudes 
of  Afia  and  Africa  were  once  covered  with  flourilhing  cities,  whofe 
populoufheft,  and  even  whofe  exiftence  was  det*J^ed  from  fuch  ar« 
tiSdai  fuj^Iies  of  a  perennial  ftream  of  frefli  water 
^gnbcriBd  computed  the  inhabitants,  and  contemplated  the  public 

fileciliMof  ^      Roman  empire.   The  obfenration  of  the  number  and 
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^IMMCAc^^  bltfefl^t?  Cervc  to  confirm  the  former^  and  to  multiply 
•Ikelatter.  It  may  not  be  unplcafmg  to  colledl  a  few  icattered  inftances 
fBhuiVe  to  tbatfiifejea,  withcwt^fo^  however,  that  from  the 

Mhj^tllj'mlflaM  Md  'til^|)0^i^  Umguage,  the  vague  appelUtioa 
tdf  •etl^'liai'liete  iiidiffieceiitl7  beiiowed  on  Rome  and  vpda  Iau- 
matam,  '-iMeNr'  Riiy  k  fiud  to  have  contained  dieven  bundled  biMf* 
«ld'  tttMt7«Asicn'Mdtf^'ii  Uiid  for  tvBaileever  en  of  imtiqttitf 
^  esiffeilibn  iid^ht-1je  iiAbided^*^'  -ti^  ^  not  any  leafim  tb 
Mev*  tte  coonti^  lefi'po^albila  in  Ae  age  of  flie  iltatoittnet» -than 
•in^«lttt-«f'lUMtnlm.>  The  ^etty  Hates  of -La^m  me  comalned 
'^Aia  the  fldeflr^peMa  of  the  empire^  hj  whofe  fuperier  kifluenoe 
4hef  bfld  been  attraAed.  Tiude  parts  of  Italy  vrhieh  have  lb  long 
lakq^iihed  udd^r  «he  lazy  vynmiiy  of  priefts  and  vicero|9||  had 
been  afflided  only  by  the  more  tolerable  calamities  of  war;  and 
the  firft  fymptoms  of  decay>  which  they  experienced,  were  amply 
compcnfated  by  the  rapid  improvements  of  the  Cifalpine  Gaul. 
1*he  fplendor  of  Verona  may  be  traced  is  its  remains  :  yet  Verona 
*»ra»  lefs  celebrated  than  Aquileia  or  Padua,  Milan  or  Ravenna. 
tl.  The  fpirit  of  improvement  had  paffcd  the  Alps,  and  been  felt  Gul  aad 
erven  in  the  tirood*  of  Britain.  York  was  the  feat  of  government, 
Md  London  wa«  already  enriched  by  commerce.  Gaul  could  boaft 
XtPAef  t#ei!ve4tfndied:Gitifea"^i  and  thongfa,  in  the' northern  parts, 
nany'of 'thedn^'ivitheot  tettepting  Fnrl*  hfelf,  were  little  more 
^hiMi  klur-  wiSe'MM'  iApetfbBt  .tewgfiiipsr  df  i  riflng  people ;  1^ 
4^Mifierii>'|»AMhtiei  -iihitMed  the '  wtiUtt  'a«tf-  i^Heuies  6f  Italy  ^. 
«lMiy  «i<ilM?  eft^li  Marftmai^  'kik$4  HlBmmnHn^ 

hMinek  Thoulonfe*  BonideHnx,  Auton,  VteMu, '  lyoftt,  'iMOfjnii, 
aad'Titvn,  whole  Mdtat  condition  inight  fiiftalif  'a^  eqoail^  and 
^eAiipi  advantAg«(Miv  ten^prfrMbiir  ^ith  thtir  puiiA  ttate;  WUk 
t^gfud  w^in,  that  country  fkMirllhcd  it  a  (Mrovince,  aiVd  hai  de^ 
dined  as  a  kingdom.  £xhauftcd  by  the  abufe  of  her  ftrength* 
by  America,  and  by  fuperftitiont  her  pride  might  poflibly  be  con- 
Vol.  I.  H  founded. 
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patk^t  if  we  required  fuch  &  lift  of  tluco  hqn^fH  tfnd  (ixtjr 
ABHc^,       .ci^  M  Plinj  baf  exhibited  .under  the  irpgn  <}^.Ve^a« '^  .  JQU, 

sThiflc  httndffc^  iMriq»p      l^qw  ?(*i^iwWfi«!rt  tH««Mltr 

^f:  Otrthage/',  nor  it  it  UkilfvtlHiftrflMir  <iii»ibliar»f.dipiipltol 
.uoder  the  adminiftraiioq  of  .th|B  ^mfMorri  JOflil»g«  tfA^jidft 
'with  new.fpt^dor  from  its.afhes;  and  l;|iaf- Mpilal».M.ipftt:9t 
.Gt|Nfii  •iind.Coriothy  foon  recovered  all  thp^.s|dyanuge».;  WhlAbijii[| 
.be  ,;fepaffated  fron;i  independent  fovcreign^.,,;  l^y.  Xhe  .prf(Ti]^ 
jOt,  of  the  eaft  prefent  the  coajtraft  of  Roman:  mi^aificeocc  v6A 
^iffrl^ifli.barb^rirm.  The  ruins  of  antif^ity .  fcattered  oyer  un* 
cultivated  fields,  and  afcribed.  by  ignorance)  to  the  poifjBl>.:tf 
magic,  fcarcely  afford  a  iLcItcr  to  the  opprefied  peafant  or  wan* 
dering  Arab.  Under  the  reign  of  tlie  Cxfars,  the  pCoper  Afia 
alone  contained  five  hundred  populous  cities  enriched  with  all 
the  gitts  of  nature,  and  adorned  with  all  the  refinements  of  art. 
Eleven  cities  of  Afia  had  once  difputed  the  honour  of  dedicating  a 
temple  to  Tiberius,. JUid  .their  ^efpjj^ivc  iQcrits  by 
the  feoate  Four  of  them.ipeie  immediatdy  rejeded  as  unequal 
-  jto'.the  bqrthefi  ^  apd  among  thefe  was  Litpdicea»  xnJKile  4>UaidCMr  jt 
*  ]ftiU  difpjay«dvin  Uttnuw  .  Uo^se^ft^l^***^  coafidemWr 
Xfifcmtie  d^  i|>  flgdu  of  ih#eK  vif^n^Maintfine^fi^  pf  tthiHr 
,fiool^  vnd  hadiveeeiMd, «  Utdf '|bA{bf9<|i!e  «>qtc<l,  ^.l^spt^^^j^ 
•fout  hi|Qdred.:diodiu9d  pmi«da..j^  -tlie  .ttiBinvint  -of^- <  fapnttom 
:citizm  *\  If  fifch  i/m,  tiff  po^y  !<>f t  LMdicfs,.  wlut:  mufl  J^tc 
>een  :the.  wi^-  oi^  thofe  cMpc?, .  whofq  d^p ;  applied  pi:efen^» 
■Mdlpflfjtieitftfly  of  Pergamus,  of  Smyrna,  and:pf  fphefus,  who 
ib  long  difputed  with  each  other  the  titular  prinu^y  of  Afi^ "'. 
:capital8  of  Syria  and  Egypt  held  a  Aill  fuperior  ra&k  in  xhe  empire : 
Antioch  arid  Alexandria  looked  down  with  diidain  on  a  crowd  of 
dependent  citk»*S  upA  yielded,  with  relmS^ftOAe;*.  19^  the  nujdlj^  of 
^omeilfelf.   .    *  "  •  •  .    .    *  , 
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■  ;A11  thcfe  cities  were  cohneGcd  with  each  other,  and  with  the 
capital  by  ' the  public  highways,  which  ifTuing  from  the  forum  of  • 
Rome,  traverfed  Italy,  pervaded  the  provinces,  and  were  termi- 
xnatcd  only  by  the  frontiers  of  the  empire.    If  \vc  carefully  trace 
the  diflance  from  the  wall  of  Antoninui  to  Rome)  and  from  thence 
to  jcruialem,  it  will  be  fouad  that  the  great  chain  of  oommunt- 
cadoQ,  £nna  the  nbnlMfftft  td'tWe  fiMith-e>ft  point      the  empire* 
aihr^nM  4D«t'^4he  UqgA  of  fooit  tholi&nd       eighty  Rdmtli 
oilH:*',:.  t1i0:^iikUotfMMl8-«ratt  «ttMAteiy  divided  hfktSMboel^ 
i|iiA«M  lii'il^it£l-Hte^ill  oae  dt^  ttt  andtliferi  ivtdi  Wry  little 
fdjpeft  Ibr  tbe'-obAacW-Mer-  of  natnie-  or'  pfivatft  property. 
liamgtiai       ptilWatfldriod  bold  arelie*  Ammo,  oter  theiftoadi 
eft  and  moft  rapid  ftrount      The '  middk  ^rt  of  the"  nti  ftk 
tiifed  into  a  terrace  which  comftianded  ihc  aidjacent  edttntry*'  eon*  *  -  - 
(ifted  of  feveral  ftratn  of  iaildi  gravel,  and  <iementt  and  was  payed 
with  large  ftones,  ot  in  Ibme  places,  near  the  capital,  with  mar^  ■ 
ble  *^    Such  was  the  folid  conftrudlion  of  the  Roman  high waysi 
whofe  firmnels  has  not  entirely  yielded  to  the  effort  of  fiftced 
centuries.    They  united  the  fubjeits  of  the  moft  diftant  provinces 
by  an  eafy  and  familiar  intercourfe  ;  but  their  primary  objcft  had 
been  to  facilitate  the  marches  of  the  legions;  nor  was  any  country 
conlidered  as  completely  fubdued,  till  it  had  been  rendered,  in  all  its 
parts,  pervious  to  cbe  arms  and  andiority  of  the  conqueror! 
The  adfantage  of- reeeiving  thccariieft^faiCenSgettee,  and  of  con-  tot*. 
Teying  tbcit-oifdem^vMi-ceterlty,  >iiidifced'4ie  empetora  to  efiibUlh 
tliM«^i<»if.'dMir  aapafin  dMbiotoaft  -the  Ivegnlat  tnlfitodbn  of 
piA»  '*!  ^Hodfs.ivtee'dwfy  4Iianr  <leM  «  thi'dMuiie  bdy  df 
fivtiiv  £it  mUes  (  ieaob  dC  limm  M*oonlbwtly  provided  with  forty 
hodet;  tnd  by  the  help  of  thefe  rd^ys,  i(' was  eafy  to  travel  an 
hmJfnfl  milpi      a  day  along  the  Roman  roads  *^    The  ufe  of 
.ipoAs  liWas!  allowed  to  thole  who  cktim'ed  ;  it  by  an  Im-^ 
petialaiMldalei  .b»t.'dNiu^h  ongiifklly  iateoded  for  the  pubKt. 

Ha  ienrice,  *• 
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N«f igatioo.  of  private  citiaeiis  **.  Nor  «m  ,  ibe  coqump^piiioii  «f .  dia  Soioaa 
empire  left  fic(|4ffld  bf  fin  di^aicvM by  l«|d,  Tlip  piDOviofltt 
iiinyuriei;>ii^  yyifllfd.4l»  Medittfttofifii  ««d  Ittift  in  ihe'iMft 
of  a|i>mi*l«  FffoaBOppofgr».«lfW(Wl  )tfie  Jviftof  4li«tcnit 
lake.  Tbeooaftiaf  Itt]^afl0^i»gcal»d«'iieA^^ 
bat  tHwun  iadttftry  faiKl  cmM'die  rtefininmiw  df  Mtwc;  iMiri 

satat  of  Roman  greataef»        Fmo  the  port  wlv^;;|i«i;-aB|y 
iixteen  miles  from  the  capiul,  a  favourable  breeze  freqne^tly  cut 
lied  velTels  in  feven  days  to  the  iK^uims.oCi^piMple^  M4iAaMiC  at . 
ten  to  Alexaadriai  ia  Egypt 
Ifnpn>vett«Bt      Whatever  evils  either  reafon  or  declamation  have  imputed  to 
rara^ndw     extenfive  empire,  the  power  of  Rome  was  attenclcd  with  fome  ber 
rMMMiIri  '   neficial  confeqoences  to  mankind  j  and  the  fame  freedom  of  intcr- 
iktMBfiic    couife  which  extended  the  vices,  diffufed  likewifc  the  improvements* 
pf  focial  life.    In  the  more  remote  ages  of  aptitjuity,  the  world  v^a* 
unequally  divided.    Tlve  caft  was  in  the  immemorial  poflcflion  of 
arts  and  luxury »  wltiift  the  Weft  was  inhibited  hy  rude  and  wart 
like  barbarians,  whp  -eiihcr  (tUJj^iOied  t^fM^t.iVi:  lo.vrbom  it 
wpi  totally  lUilq^Qpr*!.     Vp^.  tbOi  (MleAiMl      Mr  tMlliflMd 
gomniiiieiit,  the :pro4i»fttft<i.  oj. |»pfMK.cliwitf«>^  «d  die  tn^aiflry 
of  msec  cWilaad  BMisfi%  we  .gndilaVy.  inlrodiMcd  iaiD  rth« 
wcAoaijQu^Uries  of  iip|l  .^jNlillll  «p0i«  «B«0ufaet4»  bjr 

«a  cguk  ^  ftiMlkMmi^mii^im'mtM^  iheifbriMi^  MvmA 
■u  to  inyc^fC'.  t|M  hmiftr  Jcvauldr  bt-^ooaA.'ai^paffiUc  to  dmf 
muM  «U  the  fettk)et;.«iiter'of  the  aaittMi  or  Ac  wgeiableiclgiH 
whifh.me  jfiiapdSvel^  jg^oetei.lato  ^^taMpBr-  fioi&..ACt  «Bi 
C^;y^«*.|:bttt.it  4vm:o«.4isaiB*0Qb9isfctlieidiBnil)i;.«iM»«^ 
IffiroflhftiltiHlyltgf  «fli>biAkicrfi«brkv:a^^      touch  oiin  A# 
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the  fruits,  that  grow  in  eur  European  gardens,  are  of  foreign  ex-  ^°*yJfflio" 
tra^on,  which,  in  many  cafes,  ie  betrayed  even  by  their  names  : 
the  apple  was  a  native  of  Italy,  and  when  the  Romans  had  tafted  the 
richer  flavour  of  the  apricot,  the  peach,  the  pomegranate,  the 
citron,  and  the  orange,  they  contented  themfelves  with  applying 
to  ail  thefe  new  fruit*,  the  common  denomination  of  apple,  dif- 
crtminating  them  from  each  other  by  the  additional  epithet  of  thei^ 
onintrfi  t^-Ia  the  line  dt  Homer,  the  vine  grat^  «dld  4a  dife 
iftnd  of  8ieilf>  «fld  wiiA  'pnkMff  ui  ifae  mactn-oonliMiitt-  .bitt 
itwmtmL  ilnpwndiif  dieicilK  mat  didit  ilM^  Uquar  gmtifUl 
to  liie  late  of  Uie  &Ti0t  inhiybittiatt  A-  tWuin^  Jt»i  I0* 
ttrmrdi^  hOf.nAi'ka^  .thift  of  tbe.  ftwtac  noft  gmrm^ 
and  cdd>i«ted  ivioet*  more  tlun  two-thirde  wero  flwtoMd:  fttA 
te  fca;*V  llie  Ucffiali  Mi  im  MaMili4Xtod;^:ta  Iht 
■cfe  prodiioe  of  Cftidr  bitt  ib  innnfe  VMS  the  eold  to  IlK  IM»^ 
dwCd^cnoee,  tbat,  in  the  time  of  Strabo,  it  wa»  ihoUgfat  impoffiMe 
to  npeiK  the  grapes  ia  tkoie  p«rte  of  Gatil'\  This  ^tficui^, 
however,  was  g^iUiuallj  Vtnqiiiihod^^aad  there  u  ibme  reaibb  1^ 
believe  that  the  vineyards  of  Burgundy^  are  as  old  as  the  aigt  of  thb 
Antonines '^  3.  Tlic  olive,  in  the  weftcrh  world,  was  the  com»- 
panion  as  well  as  the  rymboi  of  peace.  Two  centuries  itter  the 
foundation  erf"  Rome,  both  Italy  and  Afirka  were  ftrangers  to  that 
ufeful  plant  i  it  was  naturalized  in  thuie  couotries  ;  and  at  length 
carried  into  the  heart  of  Sjiain  and  Gaul.  The  timid  errors  of  the 
ancients,  that  it  requiaed  a  certain  degree  of  licat,  and  could  onljr 
fiourifh  in  the  oeighbotNrhood  of  tbeiea^vwercjiMcilfibl^  expkddd.bf 
ittduftry  and  eMpawBee  ?%  4.  The .  onHintfi**-  of  Aw  fnUifr  ^ 
pQMA  fi«*.£g}r^t  tl>  6tik  fUMl«Ulched  ifae  .while  MHUttry^ 
tatevcrik  au|^  ittpoiitmfli  the|artk^ 

Midi  MMr^MlumJmi^im^l^ca^■M^V\:>u^  AM 
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:  Aipply  of  yHcJefeiae  plentiful  food  -for  tbe.-otUe  dtnpg  tiaaae, 
jnuki{i|i^  the  number,  of  the  flocks  aqd  hcrd$>  which  ia  ihac 
tarn  oontributed  to  the  ferdUty  of  the.  Tq  all-  thefe  im- 
ptprpieiit*  mf jc;  be.  ad^ed  an  a^duoma  attei»tion  to  nfaiea  aad 
fiflierii^  tWhich,  .by  employing  a  jnioltSiufie  of  :JaboriiiiM  Jhncbi 
ferve-  to  tfiieiieare  the  pleafiires  of  the  rich,  and  the  Aibfifleeice  of 
the  poor.  The  elegant  treatifc  of  Columella  defer ibcs  the  advanced 
GenenI  ilate  of.  the  Spanifh  hufbandry,  under  the  reign  of  Tiberius  ;  and 
piMijr.       ^  obferved,  that  thofe  iuiaa»yibkk  lb  frcqiiently  affiided 

the  infant  republic,  were  fcldom  or  nevfcr  exjierienced  by  the  cx- 
tenfivc  empire  of  Rome.  The  accidental  fcarcity,  in  any  fingle 
province,  was  immediately  relieved  by  the  plenty  of  its  moreiortu* 
;natc  neighbours.  t  ,     '     '       '  '     '  - 

Am  •!  Agriculture  i&  the  foundation  of  manufadures  ;  fince  the  pro- 

idu&ione  of  nature  are  the  materials  of  art.    Under  the  lloman 
<mpire»  the  kbour  of  an  induftrious  and  ingenioua  peoj^  tras 
.▼arioufly*  ..biiC  inceflantly  employed,  in.  the  ienriee  of  ths  'zidi. 
Ip  4tlneir:  diefi*  thdr  taUe,  tbdr  lioiifei,  md  theiv  lnniitiife»  the 
fivdnritea.  of  fbrtiiiie  nmied  every  liefinement  (^.oonTCnien^*  of 
...  dcgancd,  and  d£  fplendours  whatever  could  iboth  didr  pride  or 
{(imtify  their  (Ssnfuality.   Such  xefinencatai  under  die  odaaaa  oiaMe 
ivmmjt:  huti  been  fevccdy.anaigned  by'  the  indnlifta  of  'every 
age; 'and  it  might  perhaps  be  inore  conducive  to  the  virtue)  as 
saelLaa.bappinefs  of  mankind,   if  all  poftetted  the  necefTaries, 
and  none  the  fuperfluities  of  life.   But  in  the  prefent  imperfeft 
condition  of  foclety,  luxiury,  though  it  may  proceed  from  vice  or 
folly,  feenw!  to  be  the  only  means  that  can  corre<il  the  unequal  dif* 
tribution  of  property.    The  diligent  mechanic,  and  the  fkilful 
artid,  who  have  obtained  no  fhare  in  the  divifion  of  the  earth, 
.,.   receive  a  voluntary  taxi  from  the  poflcflbrs  of  land  ;  and  tlve  latter 
'  •  '  ?sc  prompted,  by  a  fcnfc  of  intcreft,  to  improve  thofe  eAates,  with 
whofe  produce  '  they  may  purcbalie  additional  pleafures.  This 
-'-'-■•i  operation) 


Digitized  by  Coo<^le 


,DF..  TH£  RQMJiN  EMPIRE. 


i^yeritiohi.  .tbe^uticiflar.^flefts  of  wliicfa  are  ffAx  in  every  Mtny, 
^i^d(VnA':miidiIaara.dUrBlWe'cncr^.  in  this  Rdnan  iparld. '  The 
.flPYlRAP<.  WMUb^fimb  Ihftve  been  rxhi'nftffd  of  'their  weeldi  iff  lXic 
s^u&^res  ^nd  commerce  of  luxury  had  nofc  iolenfibly  re(k>red 
;to  the  indfuftuoiu  ijubjcif^s,  the  fums  which  were  exaded  froK 
.tbeoi'by  .the  arms  and  authority  of  Home.  Aa  long  al  the  cireur- 
.lathm  iwas  confined  within  the  houndy  of  the  empire,'  it  imprelTed 
.the  political  mfichinc  with  a  new,  degree  of  aftivity,  and  its  con^i^• 
qucnccs,  fomeiimes  beneficial,  could  never  become  pernicious. 

But  it  is  no  cafy  tafk  to  confine  luxury  within  the  limits  of  an 
empire.    The  mod  remote  countries  of  the  ancient  world  were 
ranfacked  to  lupply  the  pomp  aud  deiLcacy  of  Rome.    Tlie  forellB 
.of  Soythk  afforded  fome  valuable  fars^   Amber  was  brought  over 
land  from  the  (hOK» of  tihe  Baltic  to  the  Danube;  and  the  bar- 
b^rifna  wcijejftwiiftrJ  at  the  peice.  yrmdh-'thef  received  in  exchange 
&9^S9  v^^i^  c9inniodil7       There 'waa^  a  eonfidenAile'deoiandl 
'/pc;  -Bf^jfioniMi  'Otrped*  t  an^:  other  manuftAuraa  .cif  the  eaft ;  bot 
the'inoft  l^n^Qftanc  and  unpopidar  bnmch  of  fbreign'tnde  waa  - 
:ained  (Ml  wkh  Ahibia  tfid  India.  .  Ewety  year,  about  the  time  of 
;AfiifiUiMner  6UU*ei  «.4id:t  ^:aii!bhndnd  and  (wenty  vcieU  fidled 
riittiik  Mgnoa^onMH)'  a  port  of  £gyj>t;.on  the  Hed  Sea.  ^^'the 
,|iBKiodtcal  al£(!ancc  of  the  Monfoons,  they  traverfed  the  ocean  in 
;afcliiit<foriy  days.   The  coaft  of  Mahibar«  ar  the  Uland  of  Ceylon 
i"*?!  was  the  ufual  term  of  their  navigation,  and  it  wai  in'  thofe 
markets  that  the  merchants  from  the  more  remote  countries  of 
Afia  expected  their  arrival.    The  return  of  the  licet  of  Egypt  was 
fuccd  to  the  months  ot  December  or  January  ;  and  as  ibon  as  their 
jich  cargo  had  been  tranfported  on  the  backs  of  camels,  from 
the  Red  Sea  to  tl^e  Nile,  and  had  defcended  tliat  river  as  far  as 
jAIexa^odfia,  it  w^a  poured,  nrith^t  delay«  into  th'e  capital  of  the 
en^pire      The  ol>|e£U  of  oriental  traffic  were  fplendid  and  trifling  t 
filk»  a  pound  of  which  waa  eAeemed  not  info-ior  in  value  to  a 

..y„.fi».  pound 


TRB  DECLIHR'AND  FALL 


pCNind  at  geld'*^;  precious  flbnei,  unaag  which  the  pearl  ckinud 
the  firft  rank  after  the  diamond  '"^ ;  and  a  variety  of  arocnatics, 
that  were  confumed  in  religious  worlhip  and  the  pomp  of  funerall* 
The  labour  and  rifk  of  the  voyage  was  rewarded  with  almofl  in- 
credible profit ;  but  the  profit  was  made  upon  Roman  fubjcif^s,  and  a 
Gold  and  few  individuals  were  enriched  at  the  expence  of  the  Public.  As  the 
natives  of  Arabia  and  India  were  contented  with  the  produdions 
and  manutacl^ures  of  their  own  country,  filvcr,  on  the  fide  of  the 
Homaai)  wu  the  principal,  if  not  the  only'  inftrument  of  eom- 
■Mfce*  It  WM  ft  eouplttiiC  worthy  of  the  gravity  of  the  ienatc, 
ibtt,  inithe  parade  of  fbnale  oraamentti  Che  weahk  at  die  flatb 
•IBM  irssMTerablf  given  mnj'  to  Ibrngn  -and  Mite  mUom***. 
The  uuumI  ]o&  ia  oonputed,  by  *  imier  of  an  inqiiifitiW  bdt  cenk- 
ibcioua  temper,  at  upwards  o^  eight  humked  thoafand  ponnds 
fterling"'.  Such  was.  the  ^»  (tf.A&cmtcnt,  brooding  o%>er  the 
dark  profpe^  of  ^{AxMching  poverty.  And  yet,  if  we  compare 
the  proportidn  between  gold  and  filver,  as  it  Hood  in  tMe  time  of 
Pliny,  and  as  it  was  fixed  in  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  we  (hall  dif- 
cover  within  that  period  a  very  confiderable  increafe  There 
is  not  the  leaft  reafcn  to  fuppc^e  that  gr)ld  was  become  more  fcarce  ; 
it  is  therefore  evident  that  lilver  was  grown  more  common  ;  that 
whatever  might  be  the  amount  of  the  Indian  and  Arabian  exports* 
they  were  far  from  exhaufting  the  wealth  of  the  Roman  world  ; 
and  that  the  pcoduoe  of  the,  mines  abundantly  iupfdied  die  demands 

.  NocwilhibiiiSBg  tbe  propenfjty  df  mankind  to  exalt  the  paft, 
and  to  dqpredate  tbe  prefent,  the  tranquil  and  profpcroot  ftate  of 
die  enptse  was  warmly  ftlr,*  and  honeftly  coofirfl^,  bjr  the  pro> 
j-f^a  f,  inndals  as  well  as  Romans.  They  a^nowfedged  that  tbe^  trab 
Udtf*  **  prindplet  of  fodal  life,  laws,  agncultur^  and  fcteoeei  whicV^iad 
**  been  firft  invented  by  the  wtfik>m  of  Athens,  were  now  firmly 
•*  cflabliAed  by  the  poweir  of  Rome,  under  whole  aufpieiotra 

*'  influence 


Uiyiiized  by  Google 


OF  THB  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


'*  influence,  the  fierceft  barbarians  were  united  by  an  equal  govern- 
"  ment  and  common  language.  They  affirm,  that  with  the  im- 
"  provement  of  arts,  the  human  fpecies  was  vifibly  multiplied. 
**  They  celebrate  the  increafing  fplendor  of  the  cities,  the  beau- 
"  tiful  face  of  the  country,  cultivated  and  adorned  like  an  ira- 
•*  menfe  garden  ;  and  the  long  fcftival  of  peace,  which  was  en- 
**  joyed  by  fo  many  nations,  forgetful  of  their  ancient  animofities, 
**  and  deliTered  from  the  apprehenfion  of  future  danger  ' 
Whatever  fufpicions  may  be  fuggefted  by  the  air  of  rhetoric  and 
declamationi  which  feema  to  prevail  in  thefe  palTages,  the  fubilance  . 
t  of  them  is  pnfeftly  agreeable  to  hilloric  truth;.- 

It  wai  lareely  pofltble  that  the  eyes  of  ooDtempbFanes  lhbuIH  Dedioe 
•di&over  in  dto  paUk  f«lieity  the  latent  canfts  of  decay  and  c6r»  """^^ 
.raplk».  Hiia  long  pestie^  and  the  tunfbrm  govenunent  of  thSe 
;RoiiuuM»  mtrodiiced  a  Qam  and  tetnt  fmhn-  Snto  die  Titds  of  the 
empire;  The  ninds>  of  men  were  gradoaMy  tednced  to  the  lame 
•Icfu,  the  fire  of  genius  was- cstbgnilhed,  and  even  the  milltaiy 
.ijpidif  evaporated.  The  nacres  of  Europe-were  brave  androbuff, 
SpaiOf  Giul*  Britain^  and  Illyricam  fiipplied  the  kgiooa  with  cr- 
.eellent  fddicrs,  aiid«onftituted  the  real  ftrengthof  the  monarchy. 
Thehr  petibnal  valour  remained,  but  they  no  longer  pofleOed  that 
•  poblic  courage  which  is  nouriflied  by  the  love  of  independence,  the 
'ftnfeof  national  honour,  thepielence  of  'danger»  and  the  habit  of 
command.   They  received  laws  and  governors  from  the  will  of 
their  fovcreign,  and  trufted  for  their  defence  to  a  mercenary  army.  . 
The  pofterity  of  their  boldeft  leaders  was  contented  with  the  rank 
of  citizens  and  fubje<it9.    The  moft  afplring  fpirlts  rcfortcd  to  the 
court  OQ  ftandard  of  the  emperors  ;  and  the  dcfertcd  piovinccs, 
deprived  of  political  ftrength  or  union,  infenfibly  funk  into  the  lan- 
guid indifference  of  private  life. 

The  love  of  letters,   almoft  infeparable  from  peace  and  re-  . 
finement,  was  faihioaaUlc  among  the  fubjedls  of  Hadrian  and 
Vol.  I.  L  the 
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the  Antonines.  who  men  xhtnSAnM  mm  «f  '  kmiog  4M4  cu- 
nofitf.    It  vat  diflafed  Mr  tbe  wJbfilt  cxtt&t  -cf  ll|tir 
pire.i  tlie  moft  'iiorthera  ieibcs  of  ^ntoot  Iiad  «0|uiied«<liAiB  Cmt 
.tlielpac:  Homer  m  well aa  Viigil  mat  ^nnfiribed  jpfl.  Aiidied  m 
the  baa1c»-«f  the  Rhiae  and  Damily  j  and.theAoft  JiUcml  refraidi 
fimght  out  the  fiunteft  glinmeri^gi  of  Jiierary  Mat  '*'.  The 
fiieBoes  of  phytic  and  aftconon^j  werccttltiTatcd  with  bWy^^gnc 
of  rqnitailoii:  but  if  ve  excqptihe  iasmitaUe  Ijuiaii^  an  age  of 
•indolence  .pafled  away  without  froducing  a-fiqgle-wricer  of  .Dcntua 
who  dderfed  the  .atteatioa  of  pofteritf.  The  «inhoci^  of  f latp 
and  Ariftotlct  of  l^eoo  and  £^oiinita  ilill  jctgned  in  die  (cboobt 
•and  their  fyflemsy  tianfinitted  with  btind  dcfismoe  Icem  one  gcne- 
zatioa  of  diicipks  to.anotfae]^  ^pBSsIuded  vHtf^fitutmu  atunnpc  ip 
cmeEt  the  jecmct*  or  enhuge  -the  hoaadc^  of  the  homan  mtnd* 
The  beauties  of.tfae  poeu  and  orafoM,  4BAaid  <»f  loadlti^  a  fice.like 
4heir  owot  in^ed  only  cold  and  ArvUe  iAilatioas :  or  if  any 
Tcntured  to  deviate  .firoai  .thofe-madda*  they  :d«Tiated  .at  the  .finne 
time  irom  ^jgood  £ta£t  and  pi^riety.  tOn  die  Aevtxal  of  Ictterit 
the  yottthfid  Tigonr  of  the  ioaaginalion,  after  a  long  .t^ofet  national 
emulatioot  a  new  religion,  new  langoagea,  and  a  :n«w  world, 
called  forth  the  genius  of  Europe.    The  provtnoMls  .of  RomCt 
trained  1^  a  uni£9rm  artificial  foreign  education,  -were  engaged  in --a 
very  unequal  competition  with  thofe  bold  aacicntft  who,  by  ex- 
.preffing  their.genuine  feelinga  in  thdr  ml&rc  tongue,  had  already 
occupied  every  place  of  .honour.    The  name  of  Poet  was  ajmod 
£>i:gotfien;  that  of  Ocator  wat.ufurpcd  by  the  fophids.    A  cloud  of 
critics,  of  compilers,  of  commentators,  darkened  the  faockof  ksfl^ 
ing,  and  the  decline  of  geoiuewaa  &oa  fisUowed  by.  the  ofvn^lion 
of  tafte. 

The  fublime  Longinus,  who  in  fomewhat  a  later  period,  and  in 
the  court  of  a  Syrian  queen,  prefervcd  the  fpirit  of  ancient  Athens, 
obierves.aad  laments  tbiadf^neraoyjDf.his.ooofiompoEaries,  which 
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debafed  their  fentlments,  enervated  their  courage,  and  deprefled 
their  talents.  *'  In  the  fame  manner,  fays  he,  as  fome  children  al- 
**  ways  remain  pygmies,  whofc  infant  limbs  have  been  too  clofely 
*•  confined,  thus  our  tender  minds,  fettered  by  the  prejudices  and 
*'  habits  of  a  juft  fervitude,  are  unable  to  expand  themielves,  or  to 
**  attain  that  well-proportioned  grcatncfs  which  we  admire  in  the 
•*  ancients;  who  living  under  a  popular  government,  wrote  with  the 
•*  fame  freedom  as  they  a£tcd  "V*  This  diminutive  ftature  of 
mankind,  if  we  pnrfue  the  metaphor,  was  daily  finking  below  the 
©M  ftandard,  and  the  Roman  world  was  indeed  peopled  by  a  race 
of  pygmies  ;  when  the  fierce  giants  of  the  north  broke  in,  and 
mended  the  puny  breed.  They  reftored  a  manly  fpirit  of  freedom; 
and  irfter  the  revoIuttoQ  of  ten  centuries,  freedom  became  the  bappj 
psttnt  of  vAc  and  Icieace. 
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CHAP.  III. 

0/  the  'Confiitution  of  the  Roman  Empire^  in  the  Age  of 

the  AMonf/us* 

Ides ofa mo*  '  ■  ^HE  general  defiiutioa  qf  a  mtmuotj  ^eenw  to  be  diat  of  « 
"^J"         J.    Hate,  In  which  a  fingle  perfim,  hj  whatibever  name  he  may 
be  diftiQgiiiihed,  is  intruflecl  with  the  eKecution  of  the  ]awa»  the 

management  of  the  revenue,  and  the  command  of  the  army.  But 
unlefs  public  liberty  is  prote£ted  by  intrepid  and  vigilant  guardianat 
the  authority  of  fo  formidahie  a  magiftiate  will  iboa  degenerate  into 
defpotifm.  The  influence  of  the  clei^»  in  an  age  of  fuperftition, 
ought  be ufefillly  em^ployed  to  affert  the  rights  of  mankind;  but  fuch 
is  the  connexion  between  the  throne  and  the  altar,  that  the  banner 
of  the  church  has  very  feldom  been  Teen  on  the  fuJc  of  the  people, 
A  martial  nobility  and  ftubborn  commons,  pofTeired  of  arms,  tena<:i- 
OU8  of  property,  and  colleded  into  conftitutional  afl*emblies,  form  the 
only  barrier  which  can  perpetually  lefid  the  perpetual  enterprifes 
of  an  afpiring  prince. 
ffltmi"w  rf  Every  barrier  of  the  Roman  conftitution  had  been  levelled  by  the 
A^gpfhB.  vaft  ambition  of  the  didator ;  every  fence  had  been  extirpated  by 
the  cruel  hand  of  the  Triumvir.  After  the  vidory  of  Adium,  the 
fate  of  the  RoiAan  world  depended  on  the  will  of  OQavianus,  fur- 
named  Gaefar,  by  his  unde't  adoptioot  and  afterwards  Augtiftus, 
by  the  flattery  of  the  fenate.  The  conqueror  was  at  the  head  <^ 
forty-four  veteran  legions 't  coofctona  of  thdr  own  flrength,  and  of 
the  weakneft  of  the  conftitution,  habituated,  during  twenty  yeart  civil 
war,  to  every  aft  of  blood  and  violence,  and  paffionately  devoted 
to  the  bottfe  of  Cm&xi  fiom  whence  alone  they  bad  received,  and 
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txpc€ttdf  the  mod  lavlfh  rewards.  The  proTinon  luig  opfnrefled 
by  the  minifters  of  the  republic,  fighed  for  the  government  of  a 
fingle  perfon,  who  would  be  the  mafter,  not  the  accomplice,  of 
thofe  petty  tyrants.  The  people  of  Rome,  viewing,  with  a  fecrct 
pleafure,  the  humiliation  of  the  ariftocracy,  demanded  only  bread 
and  public  (hows  ;  and  were  fupplied  with  both  by  the  liberal  hand 
of  Auguftus.  The  rich  and  polite  Italians,  who  had  almoft  univer- 
fally  embraced  the  philofophy  of  Epicurus,  enjoyed  the  prefent 
bleffings  of  eafe  and  tranquillity,  and  fuffered  not  the  pleailng  dream 
to  be  interrupted  by  the  memory  of  their  old  tumultuous  freedom. 
With  its  power,  the  fenate  had  loft  its  dignity  ;  many  of  the  moft 
noUe  families  were  extin^  The  republicans  of  fpirit  and  ability 
bad  periihed  in*  the  fidd  of  bttll^  or  2a  the  prolcriptioo.  The  door 
of  the  aflenUy  had  been  defignedly  left  open,  for  a  wowed  mnld- 
tnde  of  OMNre  Aan  « thouland  perfons*  who  xefleOed  dUgnee  upon 
tbehr  lankt  inltead  of  deriviiig  hooovr  iiQiii  it  *. 

TherelbmiAtkMiof  the  fenate^  was  one  of  the  firft  ftepe  in  which  ^J^Jj^  - 
Av^guftus  kid  «fide  the  tyrant^  and  pcoftfled  himfelf  the  fither  of 
bit  country.  He  was  deded  cenfor)  and,  in  eoneert  with  his 
faidiful  Agrippa,  he  examined  the  lift  of  the  icnaion»  expelled  a 
lew  members,  whole  vices  or  whole  ofaAinacy  required  a  publie 
example,  perfoadcd  near  two  hundred  to  preTent  the  fliame  of  an 
eaqpnifion  fay  a  voluntary  retreat,  railed  the  qualification  of  a  ieoa* 
tor  to  about  ten  thoufand  pounds,  created  a  fufficient  number  of 
Patrician  families,  and  accepted  for  himfelf,  the  honourable  title 
of  Prince  of  the  Senate,  which  had  always  been  beftowed,  by  the 
ceoiors,  on  the  citizen  the  mod  eminent  for  his  honours  and  fervices 
But  whilft  he  thus  reftored  the  dignity,  he  deftroyed  the  independ- 
ence of  the  fenate.  The  principles  of  a  free  conftitution  are  irrc- 
corerably  Ioft»  when  the  legiilative  power  is  appointed  by  the  exx 
ecutive* 
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^        Before  an  aflembly  thus  modelled  and  prepared,  Auguftus  pre**- 
powcb         nounced  a  ftudied  oratioD)  which  difplaycd  his  patriotifm,  and 
difguifed  his  ambition.     "  He  lamented,   yet  cxcufed,  his  part 
*'  condud.    Filial  piety  had  required  at  his  hands  the  revenge  of 
"  his  father's  murder ;  the  humanity  of  his  own  nature  had  fome- 
*'  times  given  way  to  the  ftern  laws  of  neccflity,  and  to  a  forcctl 
*'  connexion  with  two  unworthy  colleagues  ;  as  long  as  Antony 
"  lived,  the  republic  forbade  him  to  abandon  her  to  a  degenerate 
**  Rotnan,  and  a  barbarian  queen.    He  ^aft  now  at  liberty  to 
M  Jatisfjir  his  duty  and  his  inclioatiod.    He  fokmnl^  rttlored  the 
*^  teoMtt  and  people  to  all  their  aiident  rights ;  and  wiffaed  ofnij 
«  ibiiBgle  widi  ^  atmd  of  bit  letkm-dUiariis*  and  to  fltare  tiii^- 
**  Ueffingt  which  he  hid  ohulned  ibr  hit  ooufatif  V* 
I*  prerasitd      It  mdd  rcijaire  Out  ptk  ^  iTidlot.  Qi  "t^txit  M  affifted  it 
aT^  h  u  n'aer  ^  tfloDhlf  >  io  ddhifafc  the  tlttfont  ^i&oiiollu  Ht  die  fetete ;  tho& 
^  that  were  fupprefTed,  and  HhoSb  that  #eie  affieded.  It  wa  danger- 

vi^"  ouitotnifttheihKfetitydf  AugiifhiSi  tofeemtbdiftniftit,  wisffi^^ 
iKwe  dangerous,  'the  ttfyeS&n  idnnitig^  of  monaithy  and  a 
fcpttblie  hiire  often  difided  %iecahitit^  {nqoiters  $  the  preTent  great* 
fldh  of  Hht  Roman  ftate*  thb  cotrnptioh  of  mahoer^t  and  the  llce&ce 
of  the  ibldleii»  idded  new  weight  to  the  advocatea  of  monarchy  t 
md  thfeft  ^deriil  tietva  of  government  irett  again  warped  hf  the 
hopek  iiid  ftark  of  eadi  ihdttidud.  Amidft  thii  coiifufipn  of  fen^ 
ilmenU)  the  anfwiir  bf  the  (bnate  was  unanimous  and  decidve. 
They  refnfed  to  aecdpt  the  rdfignation  of  Auguftus ;  they  conjured 
hiin  nbt  to  deft^  the  repi^ie,  whicli  he  had  laved.  After  a  de^ 
«Mt  refiftance,  the  crafty  ty'raht  fnhmitted  to  the  orders  of  the 
£natc ;  and  confented  to  receive  the  government  of  the  provinces, 
and  the  general  command  df  the  Rbman  armies,  under  the  well 
known  names  of  Procoksul  and  Impekator'.  But  he  would' 
leceivc  them  only  for  ten  years.   Even  before  the  expiration  of 
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tliat  .period,  he  hoped  that  the  wounds  (rf  civil  difcord  would 
be  completely  healed,  and  that  tlie  republic,  rcllorcd  lo  its  priftinc 
health  and  vigour,  would  no  longer  require  the  dangerous  inter- 
pofition  of  fo  extraordinary  a  magiftrate.  The  memory  of  this 
cotnedy,  repeated  feveral  times  during  the  life  of  Auguftus,  was 
preferved  to  the  laft  ages  of  the  empire,  hy  the  peculiar  pomp  with 
which  tlic  perpetual  mooarchs  of  Rome  always  foleinoized  the  tenth 
.y^ars  of  their  reign  *. 

Without  any  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  the  Power  of  Ae 
general  of  the  Roman  armies  ^ight  xcpeive  aqd  exercife  an  au-  ner!^'** 
tthority  almoft  dcfpotic  OFcr  the  foldiers,  the  eoeaiet*  and  die 
fubjeds  of  thc^pufaUc   Widi  regard  40  thefeldicfSf  die  jealoofy 
ilf'fireedomifault  Mcnn  JEnm,  the  aarliuft  ages  of  Rone,  given  way  tp 
ibt  hopes  of  cooqueft»  and  «  jitfticBie  aC  milkacy  ^ife^ing.  The 
4iAatort  or  toiiftilt  bad  a  rifjbt  to  eQBMuad '  die  lennoe  of  die 
Pninaw  T0111I&  I  atiJ  to  Duiulli  ail  obAioato  or  finwaidiT  diibbefieDoa 
.1^  tbe  moft  finere.  and  jgnominHMia  ynaltiw,  iby  firikiiig  4lie 
fi^f^roder  one  of  the  lift  of-dtiaeoa,  hf  rgnfifiaring  hia'.propcc^ 
jind  hy  ieUiiig  hia  .pedbis.iiit|>.(laTery     The  moft  iacnd,  righia  of 
.fi^edom,  confirmed  by  the  Pordan  and  Seinproocan  lawa»  4vieBe 
liil^icndfld  by  tbe  military  engagement.    In  liis  camp  the  ge> 
.l^eval  «MKiled  an  abfolute  ponder  of  life  and  death ;  his  jud& 
;i}|^iop  .F^s  not  conhoed  by  any  fonna.of  trial,  or  iniks  of  pro- 
ffldiA$>  apd  the  execution  of  the  feoteocewas  immediate  and  with- 
opft  tSppeal  *.    The  choice  of  the  enemies  of  Rome  was  regularljr 
decided  by  the  legiflative  authority.    On  the  moft  important  occa- 
{lons,  peace  and  war  were  ferioufly  debated  in  the  fenate,  and 
folemnly  ratified  by  the  people.    But  when  the  arms  of  the  legions 
were  carried  to  a  great  diftance  from  Italy,  the  generals  afTumed  the 
.liberty  of  direding  them  againft  whatever  people,  and  in  what- 
ever manner,  they  judged  mod  advantageous  for  the  public  fcrvice. 
It  was  from  the  fucccfsi  not  from  the  juIUce  of  their  entcrprifes* 

that 
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that  they  expe&ed  the  honours  of  a  triumph.  la  the  uTe  of  vidory, 
eTpeciallj  after  they  were  no  longer  contrdled  by  the  oommiiTioners 
of  the  fenate,  they  exerdfed  the  moft  unboonded  defpotUok  When 
Pompey  oommaiided  in  the  ctft>  he  rewarded  hit  IbliSen  and 
allietf  dethroned  princei»  tfivided  kbgdoini)  founded  colonies,  and 
•  diftributed  the  treafiiret  of  Mithridatet*  On  his  return  to  Rome 
he  obtained,  by  a  fingle  ad  of  the  fenate  and  people^  the  univerial 
ratification  of  all  hi«  proceedings  *.  Sudi  was  the  power  o^  the 
£»Idien»  and  over  the  enemies  of  Rome>  which  was  either  granted 
to,  or  aiTumed  by,  the  generals  of  the  republie.   They  wer^  at 
•ike  fame  time*  the  governors,  or  rather  monarchs  of  the  conquered 
-pfOvinces»  uoited  the  civil  with  the  military  character,  adminii^red 
judice  as  well  as  the  finances,  and  cxerci&d  both  the  executive 
and  legiflative  power  of  the  ftate. 
Licmcnuti       From  what  has  been  already  obferved  in  the  firfl  chapter  of  thrs 
p,^,    *     work,  fome  notion  may  be  formed  of  the  armies  and  provinces 
thus  intrufted  to  the  ruling  hand  of  Auguftus.    But  as  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  he  could  perfooally  command  the  legions  of  fo  many 
diftant  frontiers,  he  was  indulged  by  the  fenate  as  Pompey  had 
already  been,  in  the  permiffion  of  devolving  the  execution  of  his 
great  office  on  a  fufficient  numbes-  of  lieutenaats.    In  rank  and 
authority  thdo  officers  feemednot  inlertor  to  die  andoit  proconfuls; 
hut  tlidr  llation  was  dependent  and  precarious.  They  received  and 
held  their  oommiifioas,  at  the  will  of  a  fuperior,  to  whole  au/j^iam 
inat^tnt^  the  merit  of  thdr  adions  was  legally  attributed  They 
were  the  repcefoitsiives  of  the  emperor.  The  emperor  alone  was 
.ihe  general  of  the  republici  and  his  jwiididHHi,  civil  as  well  as 
.wSSssujf  extended  over  all  the  cooqoefts  of  Rome.  It  was  fome 
iatisfadKoq,  however,  to  the  fenate,  that  he  always  delegated  his 
.power  to  the  members  of  their  body.   The  Imperial  lieutenants 
werQ  of  crafiilv  or  pnetorian  dignity  i  the  legions  were  com- 
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^nanded  by  fenators,  and  the  praEfedure  of  Egypt  was.  the  00I7 
important  .tnifi  committed  to  a  Roman  knight. 

Within  fix  days  after  Auguftus  had  been  compelled  to  accept  fo  Di'ifioo  of 

the  provinCM 

Tcry  liberal  a  grant,  he  rcfolved  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  lenate  b«twceiiib« 

by  an  eafy  lacrifice.    He  rcprefeoted  to  them,  that  they  had  en-  th?r"* 


,larged  his  powers,  even  beyond  that  degree  which  might  be 
required  by  the  melancholy  condition  of  the  times.  They  had  not 
permitted  him  to  retufe  the  laborious  command  of  the  armies  and 
the  frontiers;  but  he  muft  infift  on  being  allowed  to  reftore  the 
more  peaceful  and  fecure  provinces,  to  the  mild  adminiftration  of 

,thc  civil  magidrate.    In  the  divifion  of  the  provinces,  Auguftu* 

•tprovided  for  his  own  power,  and  for  the  dignity  of  the  republic 
The  proconfuls  of  the  fenate,  particularly  thofe  of  Afia,  Greece, 
and  Africa,  enjoyed  a  more  honourable  chara£tcr  than  the  lieute- 
nants of  the  emperor,  who  commanded  in  Gaul  or  Syria.  The 
former  ^ere 'attended  by'Iidprt,  the  Utter  by  fohliers.  A. law  was 
f)a(red/  thatwlietever  'llio  emperor  wf»  prefent,  his  ektraordinarf 

-.•comniffioo  flkoald  fopcrfedethc  oiduiary  jtiriiHidioa  of  the  governor, 
a'JcuADm  iras  mtrodoced,  tbi^  the  newconquefts  bdoQged  to  the 
Imperial' poirtidii*  and  h:mM  foon  ^iftovftred^  ll*t  tho  authority  of 
the  PrMCr,  the  faToante  epitllet.of  AuguOtas^m  the  fame  in  every 
part  0^ the  einpite.  ' '  ^  . 

•  tn  retnm  for  tfab  imaginary  oonceffion,  Augnftus  obtaiiie^  ap  TlwlbraMr 
Impottanc  pnvilegc;'  whidi  rendcccd  him  maaer<:of<i  Rooft  and  ^'mil^e^ 
Italy.  By  a  dao^etoua  esceptioh  to  the  dodent  duuiiiiM,  hem 
mu'thbfized  to  preferve  his  miKtafy  comniand,  foppohted  hy  a  KoMiifiX 
nmnecous  body  of  goardst.even  in  time  of  peaces  and  in  the  heart 

:af  the  capital.  Hit  c^manii,  indeed*  was!  coafioqd  <o  thciie  cttl- 
■zena Wlktf^mre'eiigaged in'th^  ferviee,  by.4ie  militaty  oath;  but 
Dkh  'waathe  propenfity  of  the  Ronnans  to  ierritndet  that 'the  oAth 
-was  voluntarily  taken  hy  the  magiAiates«  the  ftnators,  and  the 

•  Vo^I.  K  .  equeftrian 
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erineftrian  order,  till  fhe  Itomage  of  (flattery  wm  xnfenfiU^  coo- 
verted  into  an  annual  andibkflBn  proteftatMn  o£  £delky. 
GMWiirW|il  '    AKhou^  Augv#ii6  gorfi— rd  a  iwiiu^  feree,  as  rhe  firmed 
fowm.      ^Bdatka,  be  mt(e^  rcjedled  it,  at  a  very  odious  toftrunent  of 


l^ovemmettC.  If  m  fliore  agroeaM*-**  bb  temper,  «•  wall  aitotilc 
^lic7»  f6  tii^'tu^Ji^maeM^  iiuMt  -of  aadeBr  aMgiA^» 
«fid^iitfulty  to  ttMil^  iki  pecfoa,     «w  fiitteiwd  wyy  4tf 

irfftt  juiillWtoi>>  «nili'<«it  i#iMr  ke  ^peraittfi  ^  titnMetoam- 

dltMiluGMfiM.  ThecodfiifeM&toieMtO)ite4»l«i«f  B<^ 
«kfl  xspcdfentei  AeidigBUx^f  ifaeANK.  VbcyfiqpeMhtteM'dir 
leeienioiiiM  ffdSgipa»  Mci  aM  WHUnifid  tds  i«giHi%  ^ve 
-Milenflc  t»  itedga  iMbaftdcw,  «imI  fscfideil  in  ihc  iffimbliflt- 

of  ikt  fenate  and  fKdfie.  Tfae^caeral  coatrd  of  Jtiie  fiazaem 
^wu  lirtti^ed  to  their  cane,  aod  dmgk  -(hfy  ifeUom  had  kitee  io 
^flfftM^fleg  jiittoe  i»  ^tiiba,  tbcj  ivoe  nmfKieicri  jis  the  Cv^ttut 
(gqafAaoe  of  law,  -equky,  and  the  public  peace.  6uch  was  tbeif 
■wAhiaf  ^mfllwftion  ;  but  whenever  the  fenate  empowered  the  firft 
nagiftrate  to  coafuk  the  fafety  of  the  commonweal  th,  he  was  raifed 
j,y  that  degree  above  the  Jaws,  and  cxctcifcd,  in  the  defence  of 
liberty,  a  temporary  defpotifra. ".  The  chara£lcr  of  the  tribuziea 
was,  in  every  rcfpedl,  diffbreot  from  that  of  the  confule.  The 
appearance  of  the  former  was  modeA:  and  luimhle  j  but  their  perfon$ 
were  facred  and  inviolable.  Their  force  was  fuited  rather  for  op- 
pofition  tlvan  for  atfiionw  They  were  inflitutcd  to  defeiMl  tikc 
4>p{M-efled,  to  pardon  offciice*,  to  arraign  the  £netntes  of  the  peopl^^ 
and  when  they  judged  it  nccei&ry,  to  Aop,  by  a  fingle  word*  ihQ 
whole  machine  of  govermnent.  As  >loag  a»  tibe  jnrf  vUir  Mr 
^ed,  the  daogecou  4afliienos>  wUA  ^either  ibe  tqnfiil  «r  ibfi 
cribuoe  might  denM  horn  ifadr  tdSpoQin  juvSSnQSmh  4a- 
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minifhed  by  feveral  important  reftridionr.  Their  authority  expired 
with,  the  year  in  which  they  were  ele£led  j  the  farmer  office  was  di- 
-rideri  between  two,  the  latter  among  ten  perfoaa ;  and,  u  both  ia 
(heir  ftrivate  aod  public  intcreft  they  were  adverfe  to  each  other,  their 
nrotual  confli^  contributed,  for  the  mofl  part,  to  ftrengthcQ  rather 
than  to  deftroy  the  balance  of  the  cooftitution.  But  when  the  coo- 
^lar  and  tribuoitian  powers  w<re  united*  when  they  were  vefted 
for  life  ia  a  fiiigle  peribn»  when  the  giaenl  of  the  ara^y  waa»  at 
tht  fkme  tkatp  the  mioiflcar  of  dhe  kMm  amiriii^rspctffoMHiv*  oC 
Iht.  iM^Mk  i^pl^i  U  w»t-  iffpdSUe.ttk  Mfift  i|i*^4iftfe,  i«or.ins> 
it  MfjF  t»4cQw  th*  \m\u%  hift^ioftpnial  pnatttdwa  . 
.  To tlwft  aflciiifmhtcJ  hpnamwk  th»fBtt^<f  Anguiwfeooiddoi  inperiiipf*. 
«lic  fpljni4M>#  9nUa»aipgpciiiit  diioitiM  oC  ^nfcqne  ]iQQtiff».  and 
cff;CMfi»r  ^  tlK  fi^cnar  |te  aeqpinfi  tlii»  'mmtgpniaBt  of.  die 
se^i^por  afid.  bjr.tiie  Utttr  a.  Iqi^  ial^cQiott  of^  the  1i^9ac».aad' 
fitftDBfit  of  As  ■fiOBlek   If  £b  naoT  ^'ft***^  mnA  iadflk 

peDdcan  powtn  ^  ooc  exafilj  vidte  with  each  oihcri  the  eni»« 
phUaace  of  the  feoaie  wu'ptqa^  ta  fiU  np  ever^  interval,  aad  - 
to  fafpl^  every  dcBciency  by  the  moll  ample  ooMdSoos.-  The 
OB^erprs,  as  the  firft  miniilers  of  the  regidiliG^  were  exempted 
fiom  the  obligation  and  penalty  of  many  inconvenient  laws :  thiey 
were  authorized  to  convoke  tke  fenate,  to  make  feveral  motiooa  in 
the  iame  day,  to  recommend  candidates  for  the  honours  of  the 
ftal^  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  the  city,  to  employ  the  revenue  at 
their  difcretioa,  to  declare  peace  and  war,  to  ratity  treaties;  and 
by  a  moft  comprehenfive  claufe,  they  were  im powered  to  execute 
whatfoever  tbcy  fhould  judge  advantageous  to  the  empire,  and 
agreeable  to  the  majefty  of  ihjngs  private  or  public,  human  or 
divine 

When  all  Ac  ▼arious  powers  of  executive  gowrnment  were  xiiem^if- 
eommitted  to  the  Imperial  nu^gf/lratef  the  ordinary  magidrates 
of  the  oommoawealth  UnguUhed  inobfeurity,  without  vigour,,  and 
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almoft  without  bufinefs.    The  names  atid  forms   of  the  ancient 
adminiftration  were  preferved  by  Auguftus  with  the  moft  anxiou* 
care.    The  ufual  number  of  confuls,  praetors,  and  tribunes  ",  were 
annually  inverted  with  their  refpeiftive  enfigne  of  office,  and  con- 
tinued to  difchargc  feme  of  their  leaft  important  fundtions.  Thofe 
honours  ftiU  attraQcd  the  vain  aofibition  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
emperors  thcmfelves,  though  invefted  for  lifcwith  the  powers  of  the 
confulQiip,  frequently  afpired  to  the  title  of  that  annual  dignity}  which, 
they  coadefcended  to  (hare  with  the  moft  iUuftriout  of  t&bir  fellow*-' 
dtizens  '^   la  the  ele£tion  of  ^hefe^nuigiftitMs^he  pieople,  duriag 
the  retga  oF'-Atiguftus,.  were  pdrmitted  to  tSpuk  affi  tke -iiicoii*^ 
'WDietices  of  a  wild  itfemocracf.'  That' artful  'pruice»-  loflMad  -  of 
diroowtribsr  (he  teaft  fymptom'  of  impatience,  VDAbiy  Iblicited  tlidr 
fnffrages  foi'  liiinielf  6t  liwfiitiidB}-  iaS  lerupulohfly  praAiiisd  all' 
die -duties' of  as  ordinary  candidate*'.^  Bbt  we  may  ventone  to^ 
alcrifae  to  his  comwils*  the  firft  mcafiiie  of  the'lhceeedti^g  reign,  by 
i^faicfa  the  deaiions  were  transftncd'  to  the  fenate  **.    The  af* 
ieoiihlies  of  the  people  were  fat  ever  abcdShedj  and'the  emperors> 
were  deliTered  firom*-a  dangeroits  miildtadie»  who*  without  re- 
ftoring  liberty,  might  have  diftuhed,  and- perhaps  endangeredi  the- 
cfiablilhed  goremment; 
JUkom*      By  dedaring -diemftlVes  the  proteflbrs  of  'the  peopfe,  Mairius'' 
and'  CSaelar  had  fuhmted  the  conftilotion  of  their  cbuntryi  But  as' 
fiion  as  die  femle  had*  been  humbled  and  difiirmed,  fuch  an  aflembty*. 
confiffingof  five  or  fix  hundred*  perfons,  was-feund<a  Tery  trada>- 
Ueand  ufefulinftrumentof  dombion.  -It  was  on  thb  dignity  of ' 
the  feiiate,  that  Auguftus  and-  his  (bcceflbrs  founded  their  new  em- 
pire ;  and  they  affedled,  on  every  occafion,  to  adopt  the  language* 
and  principles  of  Patricians.    In  the  adminiftration  of  their  own 
powers,  they  frequently  coiifiihcd  the  great  national  council,  and 
Rented  to  refer  to  its  decifion  the  moft  important  concerns  of  peace** 
and:  war»  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  internal  provinces  were  rubjea*  to 
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iHe- immediate  jurifdidtion  of  the  fenate.  With  regard  to  civil  obi. 
je^i  it  was  the  fupreme  court  of  appeal ;  with  regard  to  criminal 
matters,  a  tribunal,  conftituted  for  the  trial  of  all  offences  that  were 
committed  by  men  in  any  public  ftation,  or  that  afFedled  the  peace 
and  majefty  of  the  Roman  people.  The  exercife  of  the  judicial 
power  became  the  mod  frequent  and  ferious  occupation  of  the  fenate; 
and  the  important  caufes  that  were  pleaded  before  them,  afforded 
a  Uift  refiage  to  the  fpirit  of  ancieat  ckt^ieiMe;  At  a  eouncal  cjf 
ftate,  and  at  a  court  of  juflice,  the  ienate.  poflSrfled  vaj  oonfideraU^ 
prerogatives  ;  'bat  ia"  itt*Iegiflattye  capacity,  in  wliieh  it  wat  fap- 
poled  virtually  to-  leprafent  the  people,  the  lightt'of  finrereigaty 
were  adbnowkd^  to  veiide  ia  that  aflenpbly. '  Etery  power  was 
j3<^vcd  from  their  aathorityy  every  law  wat  catified  by  dieir  (aae^ 
ttQ^>  Their  regular  meetiagt  were  held  oa*  three  fitted  dayt  in 
c:very  mootb,  the  Qdendtt  the  Nooei,  -andr  the  Met*  The  dcv 
bates  were  conduded  with  decent  freedom;  and  the  eufperort 
ihemfelvet,  who  gloried  in  die  naoie  o£  fenatoct,'  lat»  votedj  and 
divided  with  their  equals^ 

•  To  refumei  in  a  few  words,  the  fyitem*  of  the  Imperial  govern*^  rf*?**  ^ 
giait;-at  it'Wat  inftitiited  by  Auguftus,  and  maintained  by  thofe  tUifyttm 
prinoet  .who  ^nderilood  their  own  intereft  and  that  of  the 
peopIe>  it  may  be  defined  an  abfolute  monarchy  difguiied 
by  the  forms  of  a  commonwealth.  The  mafters  of  the  Roman 
world  fiirroundcd.  their  throne  with  darknefs,  concealed  their  irre? 
fiftible  ftrength,  and  humbly  profclfed  themfelves  the  accountable 
miniAert  of  the  fepate,  whofe.  fupxeme  decrees  they  dilated  and 
obeyed 

The  face  of  the  court  corrcfpondcd  with  the  forms  of  the  admini-  Court  of  tbo.- 
flration.    The  emperors,  if  wc  except  thofe  tyrants  whofe  capricious 
folly  violated  every  law  of  nature  and  decency,  difdained  that  pomp 
and  ceremony  which  might  offend  their  countrymen,  but  could 
add  nothing;  to  their  real  power«    la  all  the  offices  of  life,  they  af- 
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^eded  to  confound  themfelvcs  with  theif  fiifcjcfts,  and  maintalacd 
with  them  an  equal  intercourfe  of  vlfits  and  entertainments.  Tlxeir 
habit,  their  palace,  their  table  were  fuited  only  to  the  rank  of  an 
opulent  fenator.  Their  family,  however  numerous  or  fplendid, 
was  compofed  entirely  of  their  domeftic  flavcs  and  freed  men 
Auguftua  or  Trajaa  \»ould  have  blufhcd  at  employing  the  meaneft 
of  the  Romans  in  ihofe  menial  offices,  which,  in  the  hoiifehold  and 
bedchamber  of  a  limited  monarch,  ai?c  fo  eagerly  folicited  by  the 
^roudeft  nobles  of  Britain. 

The  deification  of  the  emperora  *'   is  the  only  inftance  ia 
^hich  they  departed  from  their  accuftomed  prudence  and  mo- 
defly.    The  Afiatio  Greeks  were  the  fJrft  inventors,   the  fac- 
tM}fibr9  of  Alexander  the  flri^  objed^  of  this  fervilc  and  im- 
pioiM  mode  of  iiduUttoii.   It  ma  eafily  xxAmftnei  from  the  kings 
1»  the  goveraort  of  Afitf ;  aad  the  Ronun  magiftrates  very  fte* 
^uenily  w«tf  adbitd  iur  ptfovincial-  ddti«»,  t?itli  the  pomp  of  Altars 
«Bi  tttnples,  of  ftfHvile  and  iaerifieeif      It  was  mnml  that  the 
'emperors  flioiald  not  refiife  what  the  procOoftiTs  had  accepted,  and 
flitf  difiiie  iMMioart  wlikh  both  the  one  and  the  other  reoehred 
frott  the  piovinoeSf  aitefled  rather  the  defpodfitt  than  the  let* 
vitude  of  lAome.  Bat  the  conquerors  Iboit  imitated  the  tanqikidied 
iMtkNis  in  the  afta  of  flanerjs  and  the  huperious  fpirit  of  the  flrli 
CMtt  too  cafil^  eoolfented  to  a0tinie>  dnring  his  life^titiie^  a  plaice 
■ttAong  the  tutelar  dades  of  Rome.  The  milder  temper  of  his 
ihceeflbr  dcdhied  (b  daoietotis  an  ambitioni  which  was  never  after- 
watds  terifcd,  except  hf  the  madneft  of  Calignhr  and  Itoatiiiaik. 
Aiigaftus  permitted  indeed  fimie  of  the  provindal  cities  to  eieft  tem- 
ples to  hit  honottr,  on  eodditioii  that  Aef  IhouM  aflbente  tl«  afof- 
fliip  of  Rome  with  that  of  the  Ibvereign  %  he  tdented  private 
lupscMdotai  of  «4lch  he  might  he  die  ob}eft  *' 4  but  he  contested 
himfclf  with  heiqg  revered  by  the  ftnate«ad  people  in  his  hmnaa 
ehanaer».  and  wifely  left  to  his  ibooeflor,  iBe  eare  of  hb  publie 
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^ciGcation.  A  regular  cuftorn  was  introduced,  that  on  the  deccafe 
of  every  emperor  who  had  neither  lived  nor  died  like  a  tyrant,  the 
ienate  by  a  foiemn  decree  (hould  place  him  ia  the  number  of  the 
gods  :  and  the  ceremooies  of  his  Apotheofia  were  blended  with 
thofe  of  his  fuaeral.  This  lc^l»  and  as  it  ibouLd  l^em,  injudiciou« 
profaaatiooy  To  afalttViatt  to  oiirlbliAer  fvri^cipks*  was  received 
in^  »  irery  fiuill  mmnur  ^»  bj  tbe  tafy  JMtar«  of  Pol^theiOn  » 
tint  II  ifw  remc^M  an  ioftitptioo^  apt  of  religioii  but  pQlic^. 
VTe  flionld  di%akce  ihr  wtuM  of  the  AaioiuiMifi,  If  aMnpuins 
ihan  vdd^  tlw  m^'Of  Hercnkf  or  Jv^pUei^  Jgrnen  tbe  dmMQuu  of 
Cidar  «v  Angputo  iiiBie  ;fiir  fiiperior  to  tboie  of  the  popular  4dtie<t 
JBa^  U  ma  fbc  .miafodiMi^  .of  ilie'fernwr  to  liveJoao  enligbtaiad 
ige,  «nd  tibeir  jidiopa  'wcne  -too  fidtbfidix  nooided  to  admit  of 
iopbaiiuxtiirB  of  fii]b]eiiiid  inffleif*  aatlle^4Blol^Qa.of  th(B  jnB%ar 
xequinsa.  Ai  fcon  aa  their jCffaHy  w  flfaWahad  liy  laar,  itfwik 
into  ohlivi^  vdlhoitt  jcooiribatiog  ^ber  |o.tb^4ni»  Umt  « 1» 
ibe  dignity  of  fucceediog  princes. 

]q  tlw  confidcratioo  of  the  Imperial  govemaieat,  we  bavpffe-  Titieirf  a. 
Quently  mcnUoned  the  artful  founder,  uader  his  well  known  tith  fw"* 
of  Anguftus,  which  was  not  howcvcf  conferred  upon  hira,  till  tbi|- 
edifice  was  almofl  completed.    The  ohfcure  name  of  Odavianus 
he  derived  fron^  a  mean  family,  in  the  little  town  of  Aricia.  It 
was  ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  profcxiptione  :  and  he  was  dtOf 
ous,  had  it  been  poffible,  to  erafe  all  menuwy  of  his  former  life» 
The  illuftrious  furname  ofCiefar,  he  had  aflumed,  4s  tifcC  adopted 
fon  of  the  diAator  ;  but  he  had  too  raudi  good  fenie,  either  to  hope 
to  be  confounded,  or  to  wifli  to  be  compared  with  that  extraordi- 
nary mash   It  was^propofed  in  the  feaate,  to  dignify  their  minifter 
with  a  new  appcUalioiai  aad  a&ct  a  very  ferious  difcuffioo,  that 
cf  .Ai9^uAm»  wa»  cbofen  mo$  lemal  othcrf,  as  being  the  moft 
^xpreiEv*  of  the  character  of  peace  and  fiwaity,  which  he  uui, 
fbijnly  affcOcd  *^  di^mfkt  waa  thcBefine  f  pcribiuJ,  Cf^r  * 
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family  diftindlion.    The  former  Aoutd  naturally  have  expired  with 
the  prince,  on  whom  it  was  beftowed ;  and  however  the  latter  was 
diffufed  by  adoption  and  female  alliance,  Nero  was  the  laft  prince  who 
could  claim  fb  noble  an  extradlion;    But,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
pradice  of  a  century  had  infeparably  connected  thofe  appellations  with 
the  Imperial  dignity,  and  they  have  been  preferved  by  a  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  emperors,  Romans,  Greefksi  Franks*  and  Germans,  from  the 
fall  of  the  republic  to  the  prefent  tiine.    A  diftinQion  was,  how^ 
ever,  fboo  intiodiieed.   The  facred  tide  of  Augufbis  was  alwayt 
referred  for  the  moii«ch»  wUlft  <he  luuiie  of  Goefar  was  more  firedy 
communicated  to  his  relations ;  and,  from  the  rdgn  of  Hadrian*  ' 
8C  leaft,  was  appropriated  to  the  iecood  perfen  in'  the  ftate,  who 
was  confidered  as  the  piefmnptive  hdr  of  (he  empire^ 
ch»iacr«id    The  tender  ttfycSt  of  Augnftos  £w  a  free  contBtuttba  which  he 
S^pSi^     had  deftroyed,  can  only  be  explained  by  an  attentive  confideration 
of  the  charaAer  of  that  fubtile  tyrant   A  cool  head,  an  'unfeeling 
heart,  and  a  cowardly  difpofition,-  prompted  htm,  at  the  age  of 
'  nineteen,  to  aflume  the  ourfk  of  hypocrify,  which  he  never  aftet" 
wwrds  laid  afide.    With  the  fame  hand,  and  [WobiUy  with  the  fame 
temper,  he  figned  the  profcription  of  Ctcenv  and  the  pardon  of 
Cinna*    His  virtues,  and  even  his  vices,  were  artificial  ;  and 
according  to  the  various  didates  of  his  intereft,  he  was  at  (irfl  the 
enemy,  and  at  laft  the  father,  of  the  Roman  world  **.    When  he 
framed  the  artful  Tyftem  of  the  Imperial  authority,  his  moderation 
was  infpired  by  his  fears.    He  wi/lied  to  deceive  the  people  by  kil 
image  of  dvil  liberty,  and  the  armies  by  an  image  of  civil  govern- 
ment. 

Inageorii.  I.  The  death  of  Ca^far  was  ever  before  his  eyes.  He  had  lavifhed 
wealth  and  honours  on  his  adherents  ;  but  the  moft  favoured  friends 
of  his  uncle  were  in  the  number  of  the  confjiirators.  The  fidelity 
of  the  legions  might  defend  his  authority  againft  open  rebellion  ;  but 
•their  vigilance  could  not  fecure  his  perfon  from  the  dagger  of  a  deter- 
mined 
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mined  republican ;  and  the  Romans  who  revered  the  memory  of 
Brutus  would  applaud  the  imitation  of  his  virtue.  C.xUr  had 
provoked  his  fate,  as  much  by  the  oftentation  of  his  power,  as  by 
his  pov.cr  itfclf.  The  conful  or  the  tribune  might  have  reigned  in 
peace.  The  title  of  King  had  armed  the  Romans  againfl  his  life. 
Auguftus  was  fenfible  that  mankind  is  governed  by  names,  nor  was 
■hedeceiTed  in  Ms  expedation,  that  the  -fenate  and  people  wptdd 
fubmit  to  flavery,  provided  they  were  refpedfully  afliired,  that  they 
(HU  enjoyed  their  ancient  freedom.  A  feehle  ienalejand  enervate 
people  cbeerfnllj  acquielced  in  the  ple^fing  illuQony  as  long  as  it 
was  fupported  by  the  virtue*  or  by  even  the  prudence,  of  the  fuc* 
iceflMS.of  Angnftos.  •  Jjt  waa  a  motive  of  £elf-pre(ervatV>n,  npt  a 
pcindiple  of  rd>ert7»  that  animated  the.  coofpiiators  agatnft  Gbli^ 
gjvla,  -  Neroy  ^nd  IDomitian.  They,  attacked  the  perfbn  of  the 
tynnti  widiout  aiming  their  Mow  at  the  authority  of  the  enu 
peror.  . 

There  appears,  indeed*  Mr  .memorable  oocaHon.  in  which  the  Auemptof 
fenate,  after  feventy  years  of  patience,  made  an  incfFcdual  attempt  iftrrthe 
to  reafTume  its  long  forgotten  rights.    When  the  throne  was  va-i  ^ 
cant  by  the  murder  of  Caligula,  the  confuls  convoked  that  aifonbJjf 
in  the  Capitol,  condemned  the  memory  of  the  Cxfars,  gave  the 
watch  word  liberty  to  the  few  cohorts  who  faintly  adhered  to  their 
ftaiidcird,  and  during  eight  and  forty  hours,  acled  as  the  independ- 
ent chiefs  of  a  free  commonwealth.    But  while  they  dcliLcraicJ, 
the  prictoriaa  guards  had  rcfolved.    The  ftupid  Claudius,  brother, 
of  Gcrmanicus,  was  already  in  their  camp,  inverted  with  the  Im- 
perial purple,  and  prepared  to  fupport  his  cledtion  by  arms.  The 
dream  of  liberty  was  at  an  end  ;  and  the  fonate  awoke  to  all  the 
horrors  oi  inevitable  ferviuide.    Dcfcrtcd  by  tlic  people,  and  threat- 
ened by  a  military  force,  that  feeble  aflcmbly  was  compelled  to  ratify 
the  choice  of  the  praetorians,  and  to  embrace  the  benefit  of  an 
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amneAy,   wliich  Claudius  had  the  prudence  to  ofl'er,  and  the 
generoiity  to  obfcive'*. 
Image  of  f.o-      II.  The  infolciice  of  the  armies  infpircd  Auguftus  with  fears  of 

vernmcntior  _         ^  r    •        r  i 

(bearaks.  a  ftill  more  alarming  nature.  The  dcfpair  of  the  citizens  could 
only  attempt,  what  the  power  of  the  foldiers  was,  at  anytime,  able 
to  execute.  How  precarious  was  his  own  authority  over  men  whom 
he  had  taught  to  violate  every  focial  duty  !  He  had  heard  their 
feditious  clamours ;  he  dreaded  their  calmer  moments  of  refiedion. 
One  revolution  had  been  purchafed  hy  knmenfe  rewards ;  but  a 
fecond  revolution  might  double  thofe  rewards.  The  troops  pro> 
fefled  the  fimdeft  aCtadtment  td  the  hottfe  of  G>&rs  but  the  at- 
tachments of  the.  mtdtkude  are  ctprtdou*  aaid  tnconflant*  An^ 
gttfttts  fttsiffiOAed  to  his  tad,  whatever  remained  in  thofe  fierce 
ntndsi  of  Roman  prejudices ;  enforced  the  rigor  of  difiipltae  bj 
the  fandion  of  law;  and  interpofing  the  majefly  of  the  fenaCe,  be- 
tween the  -emperor  and  the  army,  boldly  claimed  their  aUq;laii€e^ 
as  the  fiift  ma^iftrate  of  the  republic  ^. 
rkdr  obei  During  a  long  period  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  y^rs,  fbom 
dicacv.  tlie  cftablifhment  of  dUs  artful  fyftem  to  the  death  of  Gommodust 
ihe  dangers  inherent  to  a  miKtary  goremment  were,  in  a  great 
neafurc,  ihlpended.  The  foldiers  were  fehlom  louicd  to  that 
fatal  ftnie  of  their  own  ftrength,  and  of  the  weaknds  of  the  dvil 
authority,  which  was,  before  and  afterwards,  prodndive  of  fucE 
dreadful  calamities.  CSafigula  and  I>omitian  were  aflaffinated  in 
their  palace  by  thar  own  domeftics :  tibe  convulfions  which  agitated 
Rome  on  die  death  of  the  former,  were  confined  to  the  walls  of  the 
dty.  But  Nero  infohed  the  whole  empire  in  his  ruin.  In  the 
Jpace  of  eighteen  months,  four  princes  periflied  by  the  fword  ';  and 
the  Roman  world  was  fliaken  by  the  fury  of  die  contending  armies* 
Excepting  only  this  fliort,  though  yiolent,  eruption  of  military 
licence,  the  two  centuries  from  Auguftus  to  Gommodus,  pafledaway 
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unftalned  with  civil  blood,  and  vindiAurbcd  by  revolutions.  The 
emperor  was  elcdcd  by  the  authority  of  the  fenate  and  the  confcut 
of  the  J'Ad'iers  '%  The  legions  refpedeU  ihcir  oath  of  fidelity,  and 
it  requires  a  minute  infpe^kioa  of  the  Romui  i^noals  to  difcover 
.three  inooHfidenhle  reVellionst  which  nil  ftt|)(nrefl«d  in  a  few 
moDtha,  and  Without  'even,  the  hazard  of  a  hatiJe 

.  Iii  de6tlte.moaa»chiQ«i  theyacanc7.of  the  throne  \%  %  monent  Defi^nuim 
.  big  'with'  dlui(^  arid  nufchieft   The  Roman  em]^ra  deitroiiB  lo  * 
ijpird  the  lqgi6na  thajt  iitfeerval  of  iufpf ofe,  aad  the  tempufioo  of  an 
irrqguJar  choiaei  Imvefted  thfeir  defigbed  fncecflbr  with    krge  a'fiiaie 
•ol'  {tfefbnt  pbwei^  ai  ihould  enaUe  bim^  afier'  their  'dcceafe»  9> 
r^lame  ffae  itaiaidder*  Ivitfaoitt  ibfeoiiB.che  cmptfe  to  perceive  die 
ehaaige  of-  maAsiia.'  Thiili  Aagafhn*  aior'  ali  hia  £uier  pro^ieQa  Of  Tibcrim, 
ha4  beeA  finfthed  lion  iiha  \tf  uiUiaMly-  deaths,  lifted  hia  hft 
4idpda.<ta  *ni>eniu,  obtidiied  for  hb  adopted  ion  the  cedbrial  and 
tribulkiaa  pvwvn,  and  didated  a  law,  \/f  which  the  fimire  prinde 
was  invefted  with  an  authority  equal  to  hia  own*  over  the  fttovinois 
-and  the  at-mtes       Thiis  Vefpafiati  fubdned  the  gtteroiis  mind  of  Ofltnn. 
.'hie  elded  £mi.   Titus  >^as  adored  by  the  eaftern  legi<m8»  whidu 
under  his  command,  had  jud  finiOied  the  conqued  of  Judaea.  Hia 
-pbWct  was  dreaklod,  and,  as  hia  virtues  were  clouded  by  tlie  intem- 
perance of  youth,  his  defigns  were  fii^peded.    Indcad  of  liftening 
to  fuch  unworthy  fufpicions,  the  prudent  monarch  aflbciatcd  Titus 
to  the  full  powers  of  the  Imperial  dignity;  and  the  grateful  fon  ever 
approved  hioofclf  the  humble  and  £uthful  minifter  of  fo  indul- 
gent a  father 

1  he  good  ftnic  of  Vcfpafian  engaged  him  indeed  to  embrace  every  The  nee  of 

mcafure  that  might  confirm  his  recent  and  precarious  elevation.  j!;dS'c'"S- 
The  military  oatii,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  troops,  had  been  confe- 
crated  by  the  habits  of  an  hundred  years,  to  the  name  and  family 
of  the  Ciefars:  and  alihough  that  family  had  been  continued  only 
by  the  fiditious  rite  ot  adoption,  they  ftiil  revered,  iaihcperlba 
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of  Nero,  the  granUfon  of  Gcrmanicus,  and  the  lineal  fuccclTor  of 
Auguftus.    It  was  not  without  rclu^ncc  and  rcmorfe,  that  tlie 
pritorian  guards  had  beea  peifuaded  to  abandon  the  cauic  of  tlie 
tyrant'*.   The  rapid  down&t  of  Galba,  Oiho,  and  Vitellius,  taught 
the  armies  to  confider  Ihe  emperors  as  the  creatures  of  their  will, 
and  the  inftruments  of  tbetr  licenee.   The  Inrtli  of  VefpaHan  was 
mean;  his  grandfather  had  been  a  private  foldier,  his  fiidier  a 
petty  officer  of  the  revenue     fiis  own  merit  hadiai&d'him,  in  an 
advanced       to  the  emj^re;  but  his  merit  was  rather  ufeful  than 
lhining»  and  his  virtues  were  difgraced  by  a  fbn&  and  even  fordid 
'parfimony.  '  Such  a  prince  conTuIted  his  trae  intereft  by  the  aflb- 
dation  of  a.  j(bn»  whofe  more  f^endid  and  amiable  diacate  n^ght 
turn  the  puUic  attentioo>  from  the  obfcure  origiui  to  the  Aitiue 
glories  of  the  Flavian  houfe.   Under  the  mild  adnuniftratioa  of 
Titus,  the  Roman  world  enjoyed  a  tranfient  fidicity,  and  his  b^ 
loved  memory  ferved  to  prote^  above  fifteen  years*  llie' vices  of 
his  brother  Dcnnitian. 
A.  D.  96.      Nerva  had  fcarcdy  accepted  the  porpfe  from  the  aflaffins  of  Do- 
t^xSS^  mitian».  before  he  difoovered  that  his  feeble  age  was  unable  to  ftem  * 
:  the  torrent  of  public  difordcrs,  which  had  multiplied  under  the  long 
.  tyranny  of  his  predeceflbr.   His  mild  diijpofition  was  reljpeded 
■  the  good   but  the  degenerate  Romans  required  a  moite  vigorous 
charadler,  whofejuflice  fhould  ilrike  terror  into  tfacgnilty;  Though 
be  had  feveral  relations,  he  fixed  his  choice  on-  a  Atanger.  lis 
•  adopted.  Txajan,  then  about  forty  years  of  age^  and  who  com* 
manded  a  powerful  army  in  the  lower  Germany  ;  and  immediately^, 
by  a  decree  of-  the  fbnate*  declared  him  his  colleague  and  ftioceflbr. 
A.  D,  98;   i„  the  empire       It  is  fincerely  to  be  lamented,  that  whiUl  we  arc 
fatigued  with  the  difguftful  relation  of  Nero's  crimes  and  follies*^ 
v.  e  arc  reduced  to  coHeiSt  the  anions  of  Trajan  from  the  glimmer* 
ii.^;s  of  an  abridgment,  or  the  doubtful  light  a£  a  panegyrie. 
Tlierc  remains,  however,  one  panegyric  £ur  removed  beyond  the 
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furpidoa  of  Battery,  Ahove  two  iiundred  and  fifty  years  after  the 
death  of  't'rajaoi  the  fenate,  in  pouring  out  the  cuftomary  accla^ 
■nations  on  the  acceffion  of  a  new  emperort  wiihed  that  he  might 
furpafi  the  fdieity  of  Anguftns,  and  the  virtue  of  Trajan 

We  may  readily  believe*  that  the  father  of  his  country  hedtated  f^'f^j^^^ 
whether  he  ouglit  to  intruft  the  various  chara^iers  of  hii  nephew 
Hadrian  with  fovcreign  power.  In  his  laft  moments,  the  arts  of 
the  empreft  Plottoa  either  fixed  the  irrefolution  of  Trajan,  or  boldly 
fuppofed  a  fid^itious  adoption "|  the  truth  of  which  could  not  be 
fafely  difputed,  and  Hadrian  was  peaceably  acknowledged  as  his- 
lawful  fuccefTor.  Under  his  reign,  as  has  been  already  mentioned, 
the  empire  flourin^ed  in  peace  and  profpority.  He  encouraged  the 
arts,  reformed  the  laws,  allerted  military  difcipliiie,  and  vilitcd  all 
his  provinces  in  perfon.  His  vaft  and  adivc  genius  was  equally 
fuited  to  the  moft  enlarged  views,  and  the  minute  details  of  civii 
policy.  But  the  ruling  paflions  of  his  ioul  were  curiofity  and 
vanity.  As  they  prevailed,  and  as  they  were  altra^fted  by  diiTcrent 
obje<£ls,  Hadrian  was,  by  turn?,  an  excellent  prince,  a  ridiculous 
fophifl,  and  a  jealous  tyrant.  The  general  tenor  of  liis  coiidutl 
deferved  praife  for  its  equity  and  moderation.  Yet  in  the  iirfl  days 
of  his  reign*  he  put  to  death  four  confular  fenators,  his  pcrfon.il 
•enemiei*  and  men  vho  had  been  judged  worthy  of  empire;  and  the 
•tfidioafiieis  of  a  painful  iUnefs  rendered  him,  at  laft,  peeviflk  and 
.aud.  The  fenate  doubted  whether  they  fhould  pronounce  him  a 
god  or  a  tyrant  r  the-  fiooours  decreed  to  his  memory  were 
-  granted  to  the  prayers  of  the  pious  Antoninus  **. 

The  caprice  of  Hadrian  influenced  his  choice  of  a  fuccefloi\  AJopuonof 

the  ci  C  ft  HO- 

.After  xemAnag  in  his  mind  feveral  men  of  dlftinguiOicd  merit,  young,  r 
whom  he  efteemedand  hated,  he  adopted  iElius  Verns,  a  gay  and 

voluptuous  nobleman,  recommended  by  uncommon  beauty  to  the 
lover  of  Antinous  But  whilft  Hadrian  was  delighting  himfelf 
with  his  own  applaufe,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  foldiers,  whofe 
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confcrit  bad  been  fccured  by  an  immcnfc  donative,  the  new  CtMar 
was  raviHied  from  bis  embraces  by  an  untimely  death.    He  left 
only  one  fon.    Hadrian  commended  the  boy  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
Antonincs.    He  %vas  adopted  by  Pius ;  and,  on  the  accelTion  of 
Marcus,   was  inverted  with  an  equal  fliare  of  fuvercign  power. 
Aniong^  the  many  vices  of  this  younger  Vcrus,  he  poircired  one 
virtu.  ;  a  daulul  reverence  for  his  wiTer  colleague,  to  whom  lie 
vrillingly  abandoned  the  ruder  cum  of  em[rfre.   The  philofophic 
ein|K»rar  £0i9ablBd  hh  foUk8>  kmented  bis  uxlf  death*  and  caft  4 
decent  veal  over  bis  memcny. 
Adoption  of      As  fooa  as  Hadriaa's  paffioa  was  dtber  gratified  or  di&f^iointd, 
tiSu,      he  refolved  to  deferve  the  thanks  of  pofterit)r*  bjr  placing  the  moft 
exalted  merit  on  the  Roman  thztme*   His  difcefaiing  efc  eafily 
difcoirered  a  ienator  about  fifty  years  of  age»  Uameieft  in  alt  die 
offices  <^  life,  and  a  youth  of  about  feventeen,  wfaoTe  lipcr  years 
opened  the  fair  prdfpeA  of  every  virtue :  the  ddcr  of  thefe  nms 
declared  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  Hadrian,  on  oondiiiaa,  hoover, 
that  he  himfelf  ihould  immediately  adopt  the  younger.   The  two 
Antoaines  (for  it  is  of  them  that  we  are  now  fpeaking)  governed  the 
A.D.  13S—  Roman  world  for^-two  years,  with  the  fame  invariable  fpirit  of 
wifdom  and  virtue.   Although  Pius  had  two  fons**,  he  preferred 
the  welfare  of  Rome  to  the  intereft  of  his  family,  gave  his  daughier 
FauHina  in  marriage  to  young  Mafcus,  obtained  from  the  fcnate 
the  tribunitian  and  proconfular  powers,  and  with  a  noble  difdairi, 
or  rather  ignorance  of  jealoufy,  aflbciated  him  to  all  the  labours  of 
government.    Marcus,  on  the  other  hand,  re\'ered  tlic  charailer  of 
his  benefactor,  loVed  him  as  a  parent,  obeyed  him  as  his  fove- 
reign      and  after  he  was  no  more,  regulated  his  own  adminiftra- 
tion  by  the  example  and  maxims  of  his  predcccfior.    Their  united 
rclgns  are  pjfuLily  the  only  period  of  hiftory  in  which  the  happinefs 
of  a  great  people  was  the  iole  obje(^  of  government. 
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Titus  Antoninus  Plus  has  been  iuftly  deaomiiuted  a  fecond  Numa.  Chanaer 
The  fame  love  of  rdigioot  juftice,  and  peace,  was  the  didinguilhiag 
ekaradleriftic  of  both  princes.  But  the  fituationof  the  latter  opened 
a  much  larger  field  for  the  exercife  of  thofc  virtues.  Numa  could 
only  prevent  a  few  neighbouring  Tillages  from  plundering  each 
other's  harvcfts.  Antoninus  diffufcd  order  and  tranquillity  over  the 
greated  part  of  the  earth.  His  reign  is  marked  by  the  rare  advan- 
tage of  furnifliing  very  few  materials  for  hirinry;  which  is,  indeed, 
little  more  than  the  rcgiitcr  of  the  crimes,  follies,  and  misfortunes 
of  mankind.  In  private  life,  he  was  an  amiable,  as  well  as  a  goad 
man.  The  native  fimplicity  of  his  virtue  was  a  flranger  to  vanity 
or  affc<Clation.  He  enjoyed,  with  moderation,  the  convenicncics  of 
fortune,  and  the  innocent  pleafurcs  of  focicty**;  and  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  foul  difplayed  itfelf  in  a  cheerful  fercnity  of 
temper. 

The  virtue  of  Marcus  Aurclius  Antoninus  was  of  a  fcverer  and  Of  Maj-cui. 
taore  laborious  kind  It  was  the  well-earned  harvcft  of  many  a 
learned  conference,  of  many  a  patient  ledure,  and  many  a  midnight 
locubraiion.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  embraced  the  rigid 
fy^tm  of  the  iloicS}  which  taught  him  to  fubmit  his  body  to  hi» 
mind,  his  pailioDa  to  hia  reafim;  to  confiddr  viitue  as  the  only- 
good,  viee  «•  lite  oalj  enl,  all  tUngs  exteraal,  as  things  in- 
different^. "Hm  meditationsi  compofed  io  the  lamulc  of  a  camp, 
are  fKll  exunt;  and  he  em  condeleended  (o  give  leflbns  of  philo- 
ibphy,  in  a  more  pobKe  manner,  than  ibited  the  taodcRj  of  a  fage, 
or  Aft  dignity  of  an  emperor^.  But  his  life  waa  the  nobleft  ann- 
mentarj  on  the  precepts  of  Zeno.  He  was  (evere  to  himielf,  in- 
dulgent to  the  imperftdion  of  others,'  juft  and  beneficent  to  all' 
mankind.  He  regretted  that  Avidius  GU&us,  who  excited  a  re- 
belfion  in  Syria*  had  dilappointed  him,  by  a  voluntary  death,  of 
the  pleafinre  of  converting  an  enemy  into  a  friend,  and  he  jofUfied 
the  fincerity  of  that  fentiment,  by  moderating  the  zeal  of  the  fenate 

againft 


Digitized  by  Google 


So 


THE  DECi;iN£  AND  FALL 


againd  the  adherents  of  the  traitor*'.  War  he  dctefted,  as  the 
difgracc  and  calamity  of  human  nature  ;  bu'i  when  the  neccfHty  of 
a  jull  defence  called  upon  him  to  take  up  arm.s,  lie  ehccrfully  ex- 
pofcd  his  perfon  to  eight  winter  campaigns,  on  the  frozen  banks  of 
the  Danube,  the  feverity  of  which  was  at  laft  iatal  to  the  wcaknefi 
of  his  conflitutiou.  His  memory  was  revered  by  a  grateful  poflerl- 
ty,  and  above  a  century  after  his  death,  many  perfoas  preferved  the 
image  of  Marcus  Antoninus  among  thofe  of  didr  lK>ufehold 
goUs*L 

Hippineft  of     If  a  man  were  called  to  fix  Uie  period  io  the  hiftoqr  of  the  worldt 
c^eKoBuo'.  during  which  the  condition  of  the  human  race  was  mo^  hapj^y  and 
prorpcrousi  he  would,  without  hefitation,  name  that  .which  elapfoi 
from  the  death  of  Domjtian  to  the  acceflion  of  Cpnunodui.  The 
vaft  extent  of  the  Rovaa  emjnre  was  governed  by  ablblute  poweft 
under  the  guidance  of  virtue  and  wifilom.    The  armies,  were 
reftrained  by  .the  firm  but  gentle  hand  of  four  fucceflive  emperors, 
whole  charaders  and  authority  commanded  involuntary  refped):.  The 
forms  of  the  dvil  adminiftration  were  carefujly  prelerved  by  Nerva, 
Trajan,  Hadrian,  and  the  Antonines,  who  delighted  in  the  image 
of  liberty,  and  were  plealed  with  ccmfidering  tbemfelves,  as  the. 
accountable  minifters  of  the  laws.    Such  princes  defenred  the-, 
honour  of  reftoiing  the  republic,  had  the  Romans  of  their  days 
been  capable  of  enjoy  iog  a  rational  freedom; 
IitprecuioM      The  labours  of  thefc  monarchs  were  over- paid  by  the  immenfi; 

reward  that  infcparably  watted  on  their  fuccefs ;  by  the  honeil 
pride  of  virtue)  and  by  the  exquifite  delight  of  beholding  the 
general  happincfs  of  which  they  were  the  authors.  A  jufl,  but 
melancholy  rcfleflion,  embittered,  however,  the  nobleft  of  hu- 
ijian  enjoyments.  They  muft  often  have  rccoIlc»5bcd  the  inflabtlity 
of  a  happinefs  which  depended  on  the  charader  of  a  fingle  man. 
The  fatal  moment  v/as  perhaps  approaching,  when  f  imc  licentious 
youth,  or  ibme  jealous  tyrant,  would  abufe,  to  the  deftrudtion) 

that 
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ID  4irpl^the  viituMt  ¥uc  could  new  carre6t  the  noa  of  AetMperac. 

The  nOkftryibiwwatAbUiid  andkfcfiflibk  ioA^^ 

and  "ditf  cocMpCiao  of  Roman  maanen  'mM.  Ahnqn  fiindf  fla^ 

teicrft^ager  to  applaud,  and  miniflers  prepared  to  iwKt  4ttfear  or 

die  avarice,  the  luft  or  the  cruelty,  of  their  maflers. 

Theie  gloomy  ^pfidienfions  had  been  abeady  juftified  by  Aenpe-  Memory  of 
iknce  of  the  Romans.  The  annals  of  the  emperors  exhibit  a  ftrong  N^*i 
and  Tarious  pidure  of  human  nature,  which  we  ihould  vainly  feck 
among  the  mixed  and  doubtful  characters  of  modern  hiftory.    In  the 
conduct  of  thofe  monarcbs  we  may  trace  the  utmoft  lines  of  vice  and 
virtue;  the  mail  exalted  perfcdion,  and  the  mcaneft  degeneracy  of  .' 
our  own  fpeciea.    The  golden  age  of  Trajan  and  the  Antonines, 
had  been  preceded  by  an  age  of  iron.    It  is  almoft  fuperfluous  to 
enumerate  the  imworihy  fuccefi'ors  of  Auguftus.     Their  unpa- 
ralleled vices,  and  the  fplcndid  theatre  on  which  they  were  aitcd, 
have  Cived  them  from  oblivion.    The  dark  unrelenting  Tiberius, 
the  funoiie  Caligula,  the  ftapid  Qaudius,  the  profiigate  and  cruel 
NeiOft.^  betffiy  Vicdluie     and  the  timid  inhumaa  Domirian, 
aic  boodeoiBed  to  g?eriaffiiig  fame.  Diring  fbuifooie  years  (ex- 
cepting only  the  fliort  and  doabtfvl  refpite  of  YelpeGan'e  reign 
Sooe  (foaaedlnicatb  an  ooftvittiag  tyranny,  whidi  exterminated 
dieaacicii  fiuulics  c£ the  cepoUic,  and  waa  fatal  to  almofl  every 
iHctue*  and  every  ti]eiit»  tkat  arelb  ia  that  mihappj  period. 

-Under  the  rdgn  of  dtde  nonieni  die  flavery  of  the  Romans  »  ,. 

"  ,  •  Peculiar  mi- 

vna  aocompanied  with  two  pecttlnr  euciimflaneea,      ooeoecaiion-  <«f> 
odbf  dMir  former  liberty,  llie  other  tythev  extenfive  eonquefts,  dcr  their  If* 
wU^  tendered  Aew  eondidon  more  vrreicbed  than  that  <^  the  T'** 
vi^ms  of  tyranny  in  any  other  age  or  country.    From  thefe 
eaufes  were  derived,  i.  The  exqutfite  fenfibility  of  the  fufierert  \ 
and,  8.  The  impoflibdity  of  efeaping  from  the  hand  of  the  oppreflbr. 
Vol.  I.  M  I.  When 
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cfiS!i''«»m-  Vtt&k  WM  governed  hj  the  defeendanliof  Sefif  a  nee 

ttb.         of  inracesi  whole  wafaftm  crneltx  often  flaioed  th^  divan,  didr 
tablet  and  their  bed»  with  the  blood  of  their  £ivotmtes»  there  is  a 

(ay ing  recorded  o£  a  youiig  nobleman,  that  he  never  departed  from 
the  fultan's  prefence,  without  fatisfying  himfelf  whether  his  head 
was  ftill  on  his  fhoulders.    The  experience  of  every  day  almoft 
juftiiied  the  fcepticifm  of  Ruftan       Yet  the  fatal  fword  fufi>ended 
above  him  by  a  finglc  thread,  feems  not  to  have  difturbed  the  num- 
bers, or  interrupted  the  tranquillity  of  the  Perfian.    The  monarches 
frown,  he  well  knew,  could  level  him  with  the  duft ;  but  the 
ftroke  of  lightning  or  apoplexy  might  be  equally  deftrudive ; 
and  it  was  the  part  of  a  wife  man,  to  forget  the  inevitable  calamities 
of  human  lite  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fleeting  hour.    He  was 
dignified  with  the  appellatioa  of  the  king's  Have ;  had,  perhaps, 
been  purchafed  from  oUcure  parents,  in  a  country  which  he  had 
never  known ;  and  was  truned  op  from  hie  infancy,  in  the  fevere 
dilcipHneof  the  leiaglio     Hit  name;  his  wealth*  lus  honours,  were 
the  gift  of  a  mailer*  who  might*  vrithont  -  iojoftiee*  refume  what 
ke  had  beftowod.    Rnftan's  knowledge,  if  be  poOefled  anyi 
coold  only  lerve  lo  confirm  his  hab|tr  by  piejii^ces*   His  Ian* 
goage  afforded  not  words  Ibr  any  form  of  government*  except 
ablblute  monarchy.  The  hiftory  of  the  eaft  informed  hun,  that 
foch  had  ever  been  the  condition  of  mankind     The  Konn^  and  dia 
Interpreters  of  that  divine  book*  inculcated  to  him*  that  die  fdtaa 
was  the  deicendant  of  the  prophet^  and  the  vicegerent  of  Heaven-; 
that  patience  was  the  fiift  virtue  of  a  Miifliilman*  and  unlimited 
obedience  the  great  duty  of  a  fubjed. 
jUowMge  minds  of  the  Romans  were  very  differenily  preptred  for 

«»i^ft««^P»*  flavery.  Opprcfled  beneath  the  weight  of  thdr  own  corruption 
and  of  military  violence,  they  for  a  long  while  prcfervcd  the  fen- 
timents,  or  at  Icaft  the  ideas  of  their  freeborn  anceftors.  The 
education  of  HeWidius  and  Thfafea|  of  Tacitus  and  Fliny*  was  the 
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fame  as  that  of  Cato  and  Cicero.    From  Grecian  philofophy,  they 
had  imbibed  the  jufleft  and  moft  liberal  notions  of  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  and  the  origin  of  civil  fociety.    The  hiftory  of  their 
own  country  had  taught  them  to  revere  a  free,  a  virtuous,  and^ 
vidorious  commonwealth  ;  to  abhor  the  fuccefsful  crimes  of  Caefar 
and  Auguftus;  and  inwardly  to  defpife  thofe  tyrants  whom  they 
adored  with  the  moft  abje£l  flattery.    As  magiftrates  and  fenators, 
they  were  admitted  into-the  great  council,  which  had  once  didated 
laws  to  the  earth,  whofe  name  flill  gave  a  fandion  to  the  ads  o£ 
tbe  mooarch,  aad  whofe  authority  was  fo  often  profiittiited  to  die- 
-vileft  purpofes  of  tyranny.  ,Ti^eniis,  and  diofe  empeioti  who 
adopted  his  nuudmst  attempted  to  dtiguife  their  mardera  by  tbe 
fimnalitiea  of.  juftioe»  and  perhaps  enjoyed  a  lecret  pleafure  an  len-* 
dering  Ae  feoate  thdr  aoooiAplic^  as  wdl  as  tfadr  viQim.  Bj 
this  aflcmblyt  the  laft  of  die  Romans  were  condemned  fim  ima- 
ginary  crimes  and  real  Tirtues.  Their  in£Mnoas  aioGiiim  aflunfid* 
the  Ungoage  of  independent  patriots,  who  arraigned  a  dangerdos 
atizen  before  the  tribunal  of  his  oounlry;  and  die  pnUie.  li^rvjee- 
was  rewarded  by  ridbes  and  hoaoora      llie  Imile  judges  aflerted 
the  majefty  of  the  commonwealth,.  vioUted  in  the  pofim  of  ita- 
firft  in^ftrate     whofe  clemenqr  diey  moft  i^pbtukd  when  diej- 
trembled  the  moft  at  his  inexorable  and  impending  crudty  The 
tyrant  beheld  their  ba&nefs  with  juft  contempCt  and  encountered 
their  fecret  fentiments  of  deteftation  with  fincere  and  avowed  hatred 
for  the  whole  body  of  the  fenate.  % 

II.  The  divifion  of  Europe  into  a  number  of  independent  ftateflt  Extent  of 
oonne£led,  however,  with  each  other,  by  the  general  refemblance  l^rt  thcm^'no 
of  religion,  language,  and  manners,  is  produdive  of  the  moft  bene- 
ficial  confequences  to  the  liberty  of  mankind.  A  modern  tyrant, 
who  Ihould  find  no  refiftance  either  in  his  own  breaft,  or  in  his 
people,  would  foon  experience  a  gentle  rcftraint  from  the  example 
of  his  et^uals,  the  dread  of  prefent  cenfure,  the  advice  of  his  iillics, 
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and  the  apprehendoa  of  his  enemies.    The  obje^  of  hit  difpleafure, 
after  his  exile  or  efcape  from  the  nanour  limits  of  his  dominionsy 
would  eafily  obtain,  ia  a  happier  climate,  a  fecure  refuge,  a  new 
Sdrtuae  adequatft  lohis  merit,  the  fireedom  of  complaint,  and  perhaps 
lh»  Meant  o£  viftnge*  But  the  empire  of  die  Boomit  filled  the 
modA,  md  wftn  ditit  Mtpire  feB  into  tite  hands  of*  fingle  peribn, 
thsmM  bcoaiM  a  ftcuw  anil  dreary  priibn  for  his  enemies.  The 
flwt  of  loapcrial  defpotifin^  ^fMter  he  was  eondemned  id  d^g  his 
giWid  chain  in  Rone  and  the  fenate^  or  to  itear  oat  a  fifeof  ezite 
i»  the  faemn  todl  of  Seripliin,  ok  dieftozen  banks  of  the  Danube' 
espedked  his  fiite  in  fitent  deTpair To  refift  was  fktar,  and  it 
was  impofliblett>  if.  On  every  fide  he  was  encompafled  with  a' 
^pift  extent  ef  fea  and  knd,  which,  he  eoidd  never  hope  to  tiaveile 
withoiiC  beings  difcovered,  ieized;  and  reftorcd  to  his  irriuted 
raaftsr.   Bcfonddie  frontiers,  his  anxious  view  could  difcover  no*' 
thing,  except  the  oeean,  jahofpitable  deferts,  hofiile  tribes  of  bar- 
baiians,  of  fierce  manners  and  unknown  language,  or  dependent 
Idngs,  who  would  gladly  purchafc  the  emperor's  protedlion  by  the 
ikcrifice  of  an  obnoxious  fugitive".    "  Wherever  you  arc,''  faid 
Cicero  to  the  exiled  Marcellus,  "  remember  that  you  are  ec^ually 
«V  within  the  power  of  our  conqueror H*.*^ 
••  '  I    .    _    .    -  ■  . .  • 
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CHAP.  IV. 

TAe  atuliff  foUiVt  and  murdtr  ^  Cummdm.  Eli&km 

Pti^amm-'^  mfmpn  u  nfierm  $kr  Sm»  "Air 

ajfajfrnatim  by  the  Prafmarr  Guards* 

THE  wSdMS^  «£  MaictMi  tiFlitcK  the-  ifglj  difi^pOne  of  die  indaig« 
uBibfee  19  endioMte^  ftfinedi  at  t&e  fame  dme,  ^^'^ 
tkc  ma;  Miisble^  Md  ihe  Mdf  defeffive  piirtf  of  fir  ^SaoiSSet* 
Hb  oDcdleiioandciAMdiig      oftfai  dtogred-'  bf  tfie  mifu^^flSitg' 
gofldneft  «f  hit  Iwffi.  AitMaieD,  wWftiidf  tbr  pdlbiMof  pi6itier» ' 
and  ooDflttl  tktk  b«r^  appmcM  U»  fmSaa  inr  tie  dU^oUe  of 
pliUolbpliw  baOitfp  aad  acqMured  rkkas  aod-  Inoom 
to  de^piie-  ifaea     His  excdBive  indidgenoe  to  1^  bntliKiv  lib  tl»iibft  ' 
and  hit  fon>  paiTed  the  boundt  of  pri:rair  Tortuer  aod  bMftiae  A^' 
public  injuryrby  the  emunfie  and  oonfecpicnces  of  their  vices. 

Sauftiiiati  the  daughter  of  Pius  and  the  wife  of  Marcus,  has  been  to  bit  wifc 
a»  much  cokbrated  for  her  gaUa]itxiet<  as  Sot  her  bemtf;  Thti 
gave  fimpltci^  c£  the  phiiofopher,  was  ill-oalcutated  to  engage  htt 
canton  levity,  or  to  fix  that  unbounded  paifion  for  variety,  ^UicHt 
often  difcovered  pcrfonal  merit  in  the  meaoeft'  of  mankind  Tfic* 
Cupid  of  the  ancients,  was,  in  general,  a  very  fcnfual  deity ;  amf 
the  amoura  of  an  emprefs,  as  they  exsk&.  on  her  fide  the  plaincflr 
advances,  are  fcldoni  fufceptible  of   much  fentimental  dtlicacy, 
Marcus  was  the  only  man  in  the  empire  who  feemed  ignorant  of 
infcniible  of  the  Irregulaiitics  of  Fauftina  ;    which,  according  to 
the  prejudices  of  every  age,  refl€<5led  feme  difgracc  on  the  injured'  ' 
hiifbaud.    He  promoted  fevcral  of  her  lovers  to  pofts  of  honour  and  ' 
proik  \  aad  duriog  a  coauciuoa  of.  tbircj^  years,  iavtunably  gave 
(2  her 
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To  hi*  fon 
Comamdus. 


Acceflion  of 
the  emperor 
Commodui. 


her  proofs  of  the  moft  tender.  ooofi<leiiGe»  and  of  a  refped  whidi 
ended  not  mth  her  life;  In  Us  Mediutiooa,  he  thanks  die  gods, 
who  had  beOowed  on  him  a  wife»  fo  fiuthfnli  £>  gentle,  and  of 
foch  a  vonderfbl  fimplioty  of  manners  *.  The  obiequlous  lenate^ 
at  hu  earneft  requeft,  declared  her  a  goddefs.  She  was  leprelented 
sa  her  temples,  with  the  attributes  of  Juno,  Venus,  and  Geres  s' 
a|id  it  was  decreed,  that,  on  tlkcday  o£  their  nvpdala,  the  youAof 
either  fee  ihould  pay  their  tows  hefiue  the  altar  of'  their  chafte 
patronefs 

The  monfirotts  vices  of  die  fim,  have  caft  a  lhade  on  the  purity 
of  the  father's  virtues.    It  has  been  objeded  to  Marcus,'  that  he 
lacrificed  the  happinefs  of  millions  to  a  fond  partiality  for  a  worth-  ' 
lefs  boy;  and  that  he  chofe  afuoceffiMr  in  his  own  family,  rather 
than  in  the  republic.   Nothing,  however,  was  negieded  by  the  an- 
sous  lather,  and  by  the  men  of  virtoe  and  learning  whom  he 
fonunoned  to  his  affiftance,  to  expand  the  narrow  mind  of  youqg 
Commodusj  to  corred  his  growing  vices,  and  to  render  him  wor- 
thy of  the  throne,  for  which  he  was  defigned.    But  the  power  of 
ipftrudtion  is  feldom  of  much  efficacy,  except  in  thofe  happy  dif- 
.pofitions  where  it  is  aUnoll;  iuperflaous.   The  diftaftefiil  leflbn  of  a 
grave  philofopher  vrtw,  in  a  moment,  obliterated  by  the  whifper  of ' 
a  profligate  favourite ;  and  Marcus  himfelf  blafted  the  fruits  of  this 
laboured  education,  by  admitting  his  fon,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen,  to  a  full  participation  of  the  Imperial  power.    He  lived 
but  four  years  afterwards  ;  but  he  lived  long  enough  to  repent  a 
ralh  meafurc,  which  raifed  the  impetuous  youth  above  the  reftraint 
of  rcafon  and  authority. 

Moft  of  the  crimes  which  difturb  the  internal  peace  of  fociety,  are 
produced  by  the  rcftraints  which  the  neceffary,  but  unequal  laws 
of  property,  have  impofcd  on  the  appetites  of  mankind,  by  con- 
fining to  a  few  the  pofleflion  of  thofe  objeQs  that  arc  coveted  by 
many.   Of  all  our  paffions,  the  love  of  power  is  of  the  mod  im- 

perious 
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•ftoMM  ind  imfcciaWe  natiiie,  fiaee  the  piide  of  one  nan  -icqdnei  * 
the  fiitaiiffioa     the  midtkiide.  In  the  tumult  of  civil  difipvdb 
the  Inn  of  ibciety  lofe  their  ftne>  and  their  place  ia  ftldom  fi^ 
plied  by  thole  of  hnmanity,  ■  The  ardor  of  coatenfiioo»  the  pride  of 
^ridprjft  die  de(|ieir  of  fucccfi*  tlie  memory  of  paft  injiinea»  and 
the  £nr.  of  future  daoflpoa,  aU  oooaofavte  t»  ifllaM  the  mkii^ 
fileoce  die  m»  of  pity^  'Froat  fiicfar  motives'  almoft  every  page  of 
Uftory  has  been  fiained  with  civil  blood;  but  thefe  motivea  vriU 
not  account  for  the  unprovoked  cruelties  of  Gommodus,  who  had 
nodung  to  vri(h»  and  every  thing  to  enjoy.    The  beloved  fon  of  A.DLi8db 
Marcus  fiicoeeded  to  his  father^  amtdft  the  acclamattoos  of  the  lo- 
nate  and  armies  *,  and  when  he  afcended  the  throne,  the  happy 
youth  fiw  round  him  neither  competitor  to  remove,  nor  enemies  to 
punilh.    In  this  calm  elevated  ftation,  it  was  furely  natural,  that  he 
ihould  prefer  the  love  of  mankind  to  their  deteftation,  the  mild 
glories  of  his  five  predeceflbrs,  to  the  ignominious  fate  of  Nero  and 
Domitian. 

Yet  Commodus  was  not,  as  he  has  been  reprcfented,  a  tiger  bom  Chamaerof 

with  an  infatiate  thirll  of  human  blood,  and  capable,  from  his 

infancy,  of  the  moIL  inhuman  actions  ^    Nature  had  formed  him 

flf  a  vreak»,  rather  dnm  a.vncfced  dilpofition.  Hk  fimplicity  and 

tfmidity  rendered,  him  the  Have  of  hia  attendants,  who  g^ually 

commied  his  mind.  His  cruelty*  which  at  firft  obeyed  the  didates 

of  others*  degenerated  into  habit»  and  at  length  became  the  roliiig 

palEon  of  the  find '. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  fither,.  Commodus.  Ibund  hiinfidf  em-  He  retonU  M» 

Kmk 

barrafled  with  the  command. of  a  great  army,  and  the  condudt  of  a 
difficult  war  '.  The  fervile  and  profligate  youths  whom  Marcus  had 
|ifniflu»<lj  foon  r^^atiied.  their  nation  and  influence  about  the  new 
emperor.  They  exaggerated  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  a  cam- 
paign in  the  wild  countries  beyond  the  Danube;  and  they  alTured' 
Ae  indolent  prince,  that  the  terror  of.  his  n^me  and  the  arms  of  his 
6  lieulenant8». 
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liiwiffMinli.  wdJ  fceftgriMit^a^owftote  Agconyeftrf die  dtf- 
iucftA  htiAmttns^  ^rtolnpofe  fadi  iMiitiow,  mmeKmoK  ad- 
^nrttagBOMt  than  aqy^ooiKiiiett  %  adarterovs  application  to  hn 
IMudiiipi^fetilM,  they  compaMA  thfl  traBquillity,  the  fpiendor,  the 
fdbfld  ploiiiiMiiof  Ronet  with  thtt  tumiilt  «f  a  PtenoaSao  camp* 
,  mhUkdK&tiai  flcMher  kifiire  nor  aMteriak  ifer  Inmrjr^.  Com- 
•Mdat  lUleiied  «•  AefMuig  adviee;  4)ut  «UM  fcelififittted  %e- 
iMCjm  Ills  owB  iaeliMliaa,  and  Ihe  afwe  vAieh  !ie-ftill  lectinH  for 
We  IMiar'«  «onlb!loi«»  ^  fumaer  inlaifiblf  ehpTed,  and  'Im 
.  friiHBplnl  entry  lato-Ae  caj^tal  was  M«ed  tbe  aatnaii. 
His  giacefbl  pcilbci  popular  addrels»  and  nnagluKd  viftim»  at~ 
ff^^*'^  pttUie  &Tour ;  ilie  lionounMe  pesce  ^Hiidi  lie  fnd  joft 
^gmitcd  'to  the  ImbstmSf  diffuftd*  an  wuveilSd  joy  $  ina  inips^ 
tience  to  revlfit  Rone  was  fendly  alcxftcd  to  the  love  of  his  countty$ 
and  bis  ditoSnte  coorfe  of  maufements  wis  fiiotlj  oondemaed  m  a 
Xninoe  of  nineteen  yean  of  age. 

During^  the  three  firft  years  of  his  reign,  the  forms,  and  even 
'  l!he  fpirit  of  the  old  adminifh-ation  was  maintained  by  thofe  faith- 
fid  counfellors,  to  whom  Marcus  had  recommended  his  Ibot  and 
for  whofe  wisdom  and  integrity  Gommodus  ftill  entertained  a  re* 
luilant  eftecm.    The  young  prince  and  his  profligate  favourites  re- 
velled in  all  the  licence  of  fovereign  power;  but  his  hands  were  yet 
unftained  with  blood }  and  he  had  even  difplayed  a  generofity  of 
fentlment,  which  might  perhaps  have  ripened  into  fdid  virtue 
A  fatal  incident  decided  his  fluiluating  charader. 
vnandfd  cvcning  as  the  emperor  was  returning  to  the  palace  through 

A  Si'iSj!"'  *  narrow  portico,  in  the  amphitheatre      an  afTaflln,  who 

waited  his  pafT^gc,  rufhed  upon  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  loudly 
exclaiming,  "  Tbe  fenate  fends  you  tbis."  The  menace  prevented  the 
deed  ;  the  affaflin  was  fcizcd  by  the  guards,  and  immediately  re- 
vealed the  authors  ot  the  confpiracy.  It  had  been  for.r.cd,  not  in 
the  ilate,  but  within  the  walls  of  the  palace.  LuciUa«  the  empe- 
ror's 
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fieror's  After*  aad  widow  of  Lucius  V«rus,  impatient  of  the  iecond 
■nak%  nnd  jakmi  of  iht  xcigAiag  emprcis,  Iia4  aioMd  die  mfs~ 
.  derer  againft  hat  hcother^s  life.  Slie  bad  oot  ▼eatatcd  ta  soflBno- 

lucate  Ae  blade  defigii  to  her  fecood  hal6«8d  Oandioa  PpapeiMin* 
.ar^^nator  of  <fiftinguiflied  merit  asd  iinfliafcea  loyalty  {  bpit  aweng 

the  crowd  of  .her  loven  (for  fhe  initated  the.aainien  of  Fdo^ina) 
ihe  found  mea  of  deipecate  ^wtuoet  and  wild  aaBbitiaa,  who;  weie 

prcfHuwd  to  iene  her  more  violeni^  ae  wdl  aa  her  teodcr  fHiflieiia» 

The  .coofpiratora  .eBp^enced.  the  rigoi  tti  jnSSe^  mat  the  ahan* 

doncd  prinoea  waa.ponilhed  ficft  with  exiles  and  afiemaida  wuh 

death'*. 

But  the  words  o£  the  aflailia  funk  deep  into  the  mind  of  Com-  ^J^^Jf^ 


modus,  and  left  an  indelible  impreiTioQ  of  fear  and  hatred  agaiaft 
the  whole  body  of  the  fenate.  Thofe  whom  he  had  dreaded  as  im« 
portunate  miniflcrs,  he  now  fufpcdted  as  fccret  enemies.  The  De- 
lators, a  race  of  men  difcouragcd,  and  almoft  extinguilhcd  under 
the  former  reigns,  again  became  formidable,  as  foon  as  they  dif- 
covered  that  the  emperor  was  defirous  of  finding  difafFedlion  and 
treafon  in  the  fenate.  That  afTembly,  whom  Marcus  had  ever 
confidered  as  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  was  compofed  of  the 
mod  diilinguifhed  of  the  Romans  ;  and  diflindion  foon  became  cri- 
minal. The  pofTeflion  of  wealth  ftimulated  the  diligence  of  the 
informers ;  rigid  virtue  implied  a  tacit  cenfure  of  the  irregularities 
of  Commo^us  ;  important  ferrkes  implied  a  dangerotw  ihpenoiitgr 
of  mertti  and  Uie  friend(hq»  of  the  frther  always  enfmred  die  aver* 
fion  of  the.  fim*  Sufpioon  was  e^niTalent  to  proof.  Trial  to 
cpndemnadoo.  The  execution  of  a  eoofiderable  fenatoTf  was  at*  . 
tended  with  the  deadi  of  all  who  might  lament  or  rereoge  his  &te  ; 
and  when  Gommodus  had.  cmoe  taAcd  human  blood,  he  became 
incapable  of  pitj  os  remorfe. 

Of  thefe  innocent  viaims  of  tyranny,  none  died  more  lamented  "^^^i 
than  the  two  brothers  of  die  Qjiindliaa  familyt  Maximus  and 

Vol.  I.  N  Condi- 
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Condianus ;  whofe  fraternal  love  has  faved  their  names  from  obK- 
vion,  and  endeared  their  memory  to  pofterity.    Their  ftudies  and 
their  occupations,  their  purfnits  and  their  pleafures,  were  flill  the- 
fame.   In  the  enjoyment  of  a  great  ellate,  they  never  admitted  the 
idea  of  a  ftparate  iotereft;^  fome  fragments  are  now  ertant  oT 
treadle  which  they  compofed  in  commoa  }  and  in  every  adion  ef 
Kfe  it  was  oKferved,  that  their  two  bodiet  were  animated  by  one  Ibui. 
The  Antoninest  who  vahied  their  virtoeai  and  delighted  in  their 
union,  raiftd  them,'  in '  the  &me  year,  'to  the  oonfiiUhip ;  add 
Marcus  afterwards  iatrufted  to  their  joint  aare/'the  civil  adroi- 
niflration  of  Greece,  and  a  great  military  command,  in  which  ther 
'obtained  a  fighal  victory  over  the  Germans.  The  kind  cruelty  of 
.  .  CSommodus  united  them  in  death 
Ti^  min  ficr  '  The  tyrant's  rage,  after  having  Ihed  the  nobleft  blood  of  the  ie- 
(etcauit.  length  recoiled  on  die  principal  inftrument  of  his  cruelty. 

Whilft  Commodns  was  immer&d  ii»  blood  and  luxury,  he  devolved 
the  detail'  of  the  pubUc  buffnefs  on  Pbrennis  $  a  firvllc  and  ambitious- 
xninifter,  who  had  obtained  his  pod  by  the  murder  of  his  predeceflbr, 
hut  who  poflefled  a  confiderable  (hare  of  vigour  and  ability.  By 
a£i8  of  extortion,  and  the  forfeited  cflatcs  of  the  nobles  (acrificed  to 
his  avarice,  he  had  accumulated  an  imuaenfe  treafure*    The  Prae- 
torian guards  were  under  his  immediate  OOminanc! ;  and  his  foa, 
who  already  difcovercd  a  military  genius,  was  at  the  head  of  the 
tUyrian  legions.    Perenni's  afpired  to  tlic  empire ;  or  what,  in  the 
'eyes  of  Commodus,  amounted  to  the  fame  crime,  he  was  capable 
of  a(piHng  to  it,  had  he  not  been  prevented,  furprifed,  and  put  to 
A*D.  i8f*    death.    The  fall  of  a  minider  i's  a  very  trifling  incident  in.  the 
general  hiftory  of  the  empire ;  but  it  was  haflened.  by  an  extra- 
ordinary circumtlancc,  which  proved  how  much  the  nerves  of  difr 
cipllne  were  already  relaxed.    1  he  legions  of  Britain,  difcontcnted 
\\  ith  the  admit. tllr.ition  ot  Pcrcrn>is,  lorincd  a  deputation  of  fifteen 
^.uoUrcd  fcle^t  men,,  wiih  inftruj^oos  to  maich  to  Home,  and  lay 
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<heir  complaints  before  the  emperor.  Thefe  military  petiooners* 
by  thfiir  own  determined  behaviour,  by  inflaming  the  divifions  of 
the  guards,  by  exaggerating  the  ftrength  of  the  Britifh  army,  and 
by  alarming  the  fears  of  Commodus,  exaded  and  obtained  the  mi- 
nifter's  death,  as  the  only  rcdrefs  of  their  grievances  This 
prefumption  of  a  diftant  army,  and  their  difcovery  of  the  weaknefs 
of  govemmeati  was  a  lure  prefage  of  the  mod  dreadful  convuU 
^ons. 

The  negligence  of  the  public  adminiftration  wa*  betrayed  foon  Rwoikof 
afterwards,  by  a  new  diforder  which  arofe  from  the  finalleft  begin- 
nings. A  f^t  of  defertioa  began  to  prevwl  among  the  troops ;  und 
the  deferten,  inllead  of  ftddiig  tbdr  fiftty  in  flight  or  coaeaH* 
ment,  infefted  the,  highways.  Maternus,  a  pritate  Ibldier*  of  a 
dadng  boldneft  above  lut  ftation,  ooUeded  diefe  huida  ol  cobben 
Into  a  litde  army*  fet  open  the  prifons,  lAvited  the  Haves  to  aflert 
their  firaedom^  and  plundered  with  impunity  the  rich  and  defiinee" 
left  cities  of  Gad  and  Spain.  The  governors  of  ih€  pcovinoes*  who 
had  long  been  the  fpe^laton*  and  perhaps  the  partners*,  of  his  de- 
pccdatioos,  wete^  at  length*  rouled  irom  their  fupine  indolence  by 
the  threatening  commands  of  the  emperor.  Materhus  finind  that 
he  was  encampsfled*  and  &relaw  that  he  mu^  be  overpowered.  A 
great  effort  of  defpair  was  his  lad  refource.  He  ordered  his  fol- 
lowers to  difpcrfe,  to  pafs  the  Alps  in  fmall  parties  and  TSrious 
difguifes,  and  to  aflcmblc  at  Rome,  during  the  licentious  tumult  of 
the  feftival  of  Cybele  To  murder  Commodus,  and  to  afcend 
the  vacant  throne,  yta&  the  ambition  of  no  vulgar  robber.  His 
meafures  were  fo  ably  concerted,  that  his  concealed  troops  already 
filled  the  ftreets  of  Rome.  The  envy  of  an  accomplice  difoovered- 
and  ruined  this  fingular  eaterpriie,  in  the  moment  it  was  ripe  for 
execution  ''. 

Sufpicious  princes  often  promote  the  laft  of  mankind  from  a  vain  Th:  miaiocr 
perfuafiioa*  that  thofe  who  have  no  depeodeace*  except  on  their 

N  8  &T0ur. 
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laTOur,  will  have  no  attachment,  except  to  the  pcrfon  of  their 
benefa£tor.    Clcander,  the  fucceflbr  of  Pcrennis,  was  a  Phrygian 
by  birth  i  of  a  nation,  over  whofe  ftubbom,  but  Icrvile  temper, 
blows  only  could  prevail He  had  been  lent  from,  his  native 
country  to  Rome,  in  the  capacity  of  a^  flaTCu    As  a  Have  he  en- 
tered the  Imperial  palace,  readcftd  |iinftlf  wtt£ul  to  lu»  maHer^t 
paiEoox,  and  rapidly  a&oided  t»  thq  moA  tuM.fllMkm  wlikh  a 
fubje^  could  enjoy.  His  influenoe  oww  the  mind  of  Gonmiodtat^ 
wa»  much  greatir        that  «f  hti  praleeeflbr;  fbr  CSeandier  was. 
dntgid  of  my  AUkf  or  v^Kue  tvitich  eoidd  iatgin  ibe  emperor 
BbwtMce    mUtieairfotShtvtk.   Avari^  waa  the  ffe%i^  paiBoB  of  his  firnl.. 
«0dcMidqr.   ^||^g„,|,p^p]e,Qf  his  admiflHtiiirtion.  The  nude  of  Oonlul*. 
.   of  VttdeiMb  ofSmtoi^  was  esipefed  t»piihik  fiiles  and  it  wonld 
hsw  hee»  ceofidtoed  ae  dtiUfefima^  if  anf  oae  had  xefttfal:  t^ 
ehafetheft^eaipi7aBd  di%ra8«Ail  honouiaintkthagitaleft  ptrtof 
M»  ftfiimo  ^«  in  the  hiofatfve  piotinelid  efnploTiiicttta,  the  mi^* 
MAt»  Awed  iridft  the  gom  qp»  the  ^oila  of  the  peopliR  Thcr 
fsacMthm  o#  th*tefrs  waa  venal  and  arbttraiy^  A  veahhj  crimi-^ 
yl  ehtaiiH  not  only  the  reTerfaf  of  the  fentence  By  which  hcfc 

ms.  jjufily  ceodenned ;  but  might  likewiie  'mK€t  whatever  piiniihp- 
aoent  he  plea^  eo-  the  accu&p,  the  witneflca,  and  the  judge. 

By>  thole  means.  Cleaodw,  ia  the-^MS-  of  Aiee  years,  had  ac 
anaauleted  more  wealth  than,  had  ever  yet  been  pofleffed  by  Mf- 
fMedoMB  *\  Gteftmodit&  wtt»  perfe6Hy  fatisfied  with  the  magni- 
'  floeM  prelbnts,  which  the  artful  courtier  laid  at  his  feet  in  the  mofl) 
feaTonabte  moments.  To  divert  the  public  envy,  Cleander,  under 
the  en>peror*s  name,  creeled  baths,  porticos,  and  places  of  exer- 
aJae,  foe  the  ufe  of  the  people"'.  He  flattered  himfelf  that  the 
Iioma96,  daz7.1e<.l  ami  amufed  by  this  apparent  liberality,  would 
be  lefb  affctftcd  by  the  bloody  fcenes  which  were  daily  exhibited  ;. 
that  they  w-ou^t^  forget  the  death  of  Byrrhus,  a  fenator  on  whofe  fu- 
fBsiot  atciits  tbfi  kte  eiB^iof  bad  bellowed  one  of  his  daughters 
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and  that  thej  would  forg^w  th«  enciitkil  of  Afrittt  AinoiiillOS*  die 
hft  icprefentative  of  the  name  and  littMl  of  Hie  AnfaMiiileS.  The 
ftnbtr,  with  more  integrity  than  pnidence,  had  attempted  M 
lay  open  to  his  brotfaer-in«lxw,  the  tme  charadcr  of  Oleander, 
An  equitable  fentence  pronounced  by  the  latter,  when  Proconfut 
of  Afia,  againft  a  worthlcfs  creature  of  the  favourite,  proved  fatal 
to  him  **.    After  the  fall  of  Pcrennis,  the  terrors  of  Cofflraodtrs" 
had,  for  a  ihort  time,  aflumcd  the  appearance  of  a  return  to  virtue. 
He  repealed  the  moft  odious  of  his  adts,  loaded  his  rtertory  with 
the  public  execration,  and  afcribcd  to  the  pernicious  counfels  of 
that  Tricked  minifter,  all  the  errors  of  his  inexperienced  youth. 
But  his  repentance  lifted  only  thirty  days ;  and,  under  Qeandef'fi 
tyranny,  the  adminiftration  of  Percnnis  was  often  regretted. 

Peftilcncc  and  famine  contributed  to  fill  np  the  racafure  of  the  Sedition  and 
ealamities  of  Rome*'.    The  firft  could  be  only  imputed  to  the  aDder.° 
juft  indignation  of  the  gods  ;  but  a  monopoly  of  Corn,  fupported  by 
the  riches  and  power  of  the  miniilei^  was  eonfidered  as  the  imme- 
tfale  eanfe  of  tbe  ftcond.  Hie  popolaff  diiconteat,  afier  ic  had 
leo^  eireutsied  hk  wMfpera,  broke  ont  Id  the  sflemUal  dttw.* 
The  people  qaSHed  thek  hmontt  adnifbiiKiitt,  £at  the  mmt  defi^ 
cious  pkafiife  of  Mi90tgB$  xuAed  nt*  cxowde  MfMftti- a  prince  hv  tbstt 
filMvlMy  one  of  die  eoipefor'ii  lettreowscif  txtS  deittnidedj  wichi 
angry  dtaiMwSf  liw  ht»i  of  the  poblk  eoeoiy.  Glekiider,  nHur. 
eoHiundisd-  ihePiatfontatgiiMd*  *%■  oMeral  a  bodf  df  ctn^  cor* 
Ufy  f&rilkt.  mni  difperie-  the  fedkbo^  AultRude.  The  mirfdtttde' 
flW  with  pRcspttMiofr  imrdt  die  dtfi  feveral  were  i!«inr»  and5 
nmaf  aiore  were  tmopled  tor  detth :.  but  whea  the  cxnUrf  enond 
Ae  ftree»,  dnr  porfuir  was  checked  by  a  fhower  of  (tones  and! 
Am  ftom  the  roofs  and  windows  of  the  houfes.     The  foot 
gUMilt*',  wha  had  beeO'  long  jeabus  of  the  prerogatives  and  in— 
fifenoe  of  the  praBtorian  amihf,  embraced  the  party  c£  the  people. 
The  tumnit  becniie  c  n^nkr  eagi^!BiMDr».  and  Ihreafiiiicd  a  geoerali 
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maflacre.    The  praetorians,  at  length,  gave  way,  oppreflcd  with 
numbers  ;  and  the  tide  of  popular  fury  returned  with  redoubled 
violence  againfl  the  gate  of  the  palace^  where  Commodus  lay,  dif- 
folved  in  luxuiyt  and  alone  uaconicious  of  the  civil  war.    It  wa» 
deidi  to  appnneh  his  perfoa  with  the  imwelcoine  news.  He  would 
have  periihed  in  this  fapine  fecurit^,  had  not  two  women,  his 
ddeft  liter  Fadilla*  and  MiKia»  the  moft  fvnmrtd  of  his  concu- 
bines, yentored  to  break  into  his  prefence.  fiathed  in  tearst  and 
with  dilherdled  hair,  thej  threw  themfelvea  at  his  feet ;  and  with 
all  Uie  preffing  doqnence  of  fiar,  dileoyered  to  the  affrighted  enw. 
peror,  the  crimes  of  the  miniOer*  die  rage  of  the  people  and  die. 
impending  ruin,,  which,  in  a  lew  minutes,  woold  bucft  over  his 
pakce  and  perfiin.   Commodus  ftarted  from  his  dream  of  pleaiiire, 
and  commanded  Uiat  the  head  of  Geander  flioald  be  thrown  out.to 
the  people.    TIte  defired  fpedsde  inflantly  appeafed  the  tumult ; 
and  the  Ton  of  Marcus  might  even  yet  have  regained  die  affedion 
and  confidence  of  his  fubjeiSls 
DiflMiM  But  every  fentiment  of  virtue  and  humanity  was  estinft  in  the 

^ma^l«r,    toXnd  of  Commodus.    Whilft  he  thus  abandoned  the  reins  <^  em- 
pire to  thefe  unworthy  favourites,  he  valued  noting  in  fovereign 
power,  except  the  unbounded  licence  oif  indulging  his  fenfual  appe- 
tites.   His  hours  were  fpent  in  a  feraglio  of  three  hundred  beautiful 
women,  and  as  many  boys,  of  every  rank,  and  of  every  province ; 
and  if  the  arts  of  fedudion  were  incffedual,  the  brutal  lover  had 
recourfe  to  violence.    The  ancient  hiftorians      have  expatiated  on 
thcfc  abandoned  fcenes  of  proftitution,  which  fcorned  every  reftraint 
of  nature  or  modefty  ;  but  it  would  not  be  cafy  to  tranflate  their  too 
£uthful  delcriptions,  into  the  decency  of  modern  language.  The 
HisigM-     intervals  of  luft  were  filled  up  with  the  bafcft  amufemcnis.  The 
iSTr^,    influence  of  a  polite  age,  and  the  labour  of  an  attentive  education, 
had  never  been  able  to  infufe  into  hb  rude  and  brutUh  mind,  the 
leaft  tindure  of  learning,  and  he  was  the  firft  of  the  Roman  empe- 
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ton  tnttXij  devoid  of  tafie  fm  the  pleafures  of  the  iiiiderfiAndiDg* 
Nero  himlelf  excelled,  or  aflfeded  to  excel,  in  the  elegant  arts  of 
mafic  and  poetry;  nor  fluKild  we  defpife  his  purfuits,  had  he  not 

converted  the  pleafing  relaxation  of  a  leifure  hour  into  the  ferious 
buBnefs  and  ambition  of  bis  life.  But  Commodus,  from  his  carlied 
infancy,  difcovered  an  averfion  to  whatever  v^as  rational  or  liberal, 
and  a  fond  attachment  to  the  amuiiements  of  the  populace;  the 
^rts  of  the  drctis  and  amphitheatre,  the  combat%of  gladiatorsi 
and  the  hunting  of  wild  beafts.  The  mafters  in  every  branch  of 
learning,  whom  Marcus  provided  for  his  fon,  were  heard  with  in- 
attention and  difgufl;  whilft  tlie  Moors  and  Parthians,  who  taught 
lura  to  dart  the  javelin  and  to  (hoot  with  the  bow,  found  a  difciple 
who  dellphtcd  in  his  application,  and  (oc>n  equalled  the  tnoll  fkil- 
ful  of  his  initru^ors,  in  the  ileadincfs  of  the  eye,  and  the  dexterity 
of  the  hand. 

The  fcrvlle  crowd,  whofe  fortune  depended  on  their  mafter's  Hinting  of 
vices,  applauded  thcfe  ignoble  purfuits.  The  perfidious  voice  of 
flattery  reminded  him,  that  by  exploits  of  the  fame  nature,  by  the 
defeat  of  the  Nemaean  lion,  and  the  flaughter  of  the  wild  boar  of 
Erymanthus,  the  Gredan  Hercules  had  acc^uii  cd  a  place  among  the 
gods,  and  an  immortal  memory,  among  men.  They  only  forgot 
to  obferve,  that  tn  the  fiirft  ages  of  Ibciety,  when  the  fiercer  animala 
6ften  difpute  with  man  the  pofleflton  of  aa  tiniettled  country,  n 
fuccefsful  war  agauift  thofc  favages,  ia  one  of  the  moft  innocent 
and  beneficial  Uboucs  of  herdifin.  In  the  ctviltzed  fiate  of  tfaeRo. 
man  emptre»  the  wild  beafts  had  long  fince  retired  fnmi.  the  fiu:e  of 
men,  and*  the  ndghbourhoodof  populous  dtiies.  To  fuiprife  them 
In  their  Solitary  haunts,  and  to  tranfport  them  to  Rome,  diat  they 
might  be  llain  in  pomp  by  the  hand  of  an  empeooii,  was  an  enter- 
prife  equally  ridiculous  for  the  prince,  and  oppreffive  for  the  peo.. 
pte  Ignorant  of  thefe  dilVmQions,  Commodus  eagerly  embraced 
the  glorious  xefinnbianoe,  and  ftyicd  himfelf  (as  we  flill  read  on  his 
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medals ")  the  Roman  Hercules,    The  club  and  the  lion's  hide 
■were  placed  by  the  fide  of  the  throne,  araongft  the  enfjgns  of  fo- 
vereignty  ;  and  ftatuea  were  eredied,  la  which  Commodus  was 
reprclcntcd  in  the  charader,  and  with  the  attributes  of  tlic  God, 
whofe  valour  and  dexteritjr  he  endeawHired  to  emulate  io  the  daily 
courfe  of  his  ferocious  amufements  **. 
rtim«niliii       Elated  with  thcfc  praifes,  which  gradually  cxtinguiihed  tbe  io* 
JJ^JJj^    nate  fcnfe  of  fliame*  GbnuBodut  fdblved  to  exhibit  befece  ihe  eyei 
MpiidMh   «fi])eRo9ian  people,  thole  oerdfest  vluclitilltliMfaehaddeceatly 
^         MOilMd  wid^  die  tnllt  of  his  paUce*  and  to  the  prefenoe  of  m 
hm  &voiiritest  On  die  appointed  dajt  the  Tarioiu  motives  of 
flatteiyi        VbA  cuiiofityi  attraOed  to  the  amphitheatre  an  inn»* 
nterablemoldtiide  of  ipe£|MPKt;  and  iome  d^gtee  of  applaufewas 
^eferredty  befiowed  on  the  imoommon  fkill  of  the  Imperial  per- 
former. ^flThether  he  aimed  at  die  head  or  heart  of  die  animal»  the 
'wound  m  alike  certain  and  mortal,   l^th.  arrows,  whole  point 
ms  fhsped  bito  the  fiwm  of  a  crefcen^  CSommodus  often  inter- 
cepted die  rapid  eareeft  and  cut  aftmdcr  the  long,  bony  neck  of  the 
oftrich"«   A  panther  was  let  loofes  and  the  ardier  waited  dll  he 
had  leaped  upon  a  trembling  njalefador.   In  the  iiune  inftant  the 
fliaft  flew,  the  beaft  dropt  dead,  and  the  man  remained  unhurt. 
The  dens  of  the  amphitheatre  di^orged  at  once  a  hundred  lions  i 
a  hundred  darts  from  the  unerring  hand  of  Commodus  laid  them 
dead  as  they  ran  raging  round  the  Arena.    Neither  the  huge  bulk 
of  the  elephant,  nor  the  fcaly  hide  of  the  rhinoceros,  could  defend 
them  from  his  (Iroke.    Ethiopia  and  India  yielded  their  moft  ex- 
traordinary produ£lIons;  and  feveral  animals  were  flain  in  the  am- 
phitheatre, which  had  been  fccn  only  in  the  reprefentations  of  art, 
or  perhaps  of  fancy        In  all  thcfe  exhibitions,  the  fccurefl  pre- 
cautions were  ufed  to  proted  the  perion  of  the  Roman  Hercules 
from  the  defperate  fpring  of  any  favage  ;  who  might  pulFibly  diire*- 
gard  the  dignity  of  the  emperor,  and  the  fandiiy  of  the  god  '^ 
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But  the  ttieanefl:  of  the  populace  were  affcdied  with  fhame  and 
indignation  when  they  beheld  their  fovereign  enter  the  lifts  as  a 
gladiator,  and  glory  in  a  profeflion,  which  the  laws  and  manners  of 
the  Romans  had  branded  with  the  juften  note  of  infamy  Hcchofe 
the  habit  and  arms  of  the  Secutor^  whole  combat  with  the  Retiariiu 
formed  one  of  the  moft  lively  fccncs  in  the  bloody  fports  of  the 
amphitheatre.    The  Sccutor  was  armed  with  an  helmet,  Iword,  and 
buckler  ;  his  naked  antagonift  had  only  a  large  net  and  a  trident ; 
with  the  one  he  endeavoured  to  entangle,  with  the  other  to  dif- 
patch,  his  enemy.    If  he  miffed  the  firft  throw,  he  was  obliged  to 
fiy  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Sccutor,  till  he  had  prepared  his  net  for  a 
fccond  caft        The  emperor  fought  in  this  character  fcven  hundred 
and  thirty-five  feveral  times.    Thefe  glorious  atchievements  were 
carefully  recorded  in  the  public  aSts  of  the  empire ;  and  that  he 
might  mntt'nb  circamflauice  of  idfamy*  he  receilred  from  the  com- 
moQ  fund  of  gladiatort  a  ftipend  fo  exorbitant,  that  it  became  a  ne«r 
and  mofl:  ignominiout  tax  upon  the  Roman  people  '*.   It  may  be 
cafily  fuppofed,  that  in  thdfe  engagements  the  mafter  of  the  world 
was  always  fuceeftfiil :  in  the  amphitheatre  his  ridories  were  not 
often  fangttinary;  bat  when  he  exercifed  his  Ikill  iii  the  fchool  <^ 
gladidUm,  or  his  owii  palace,  his  wretched  anugonifts  were  fre** 
qnently  honoured  with  a  mortal  wound  fiom  the  hand  of  Commo- 
dus,  and  oUiged  to  feal  their  flattery  with  their  blood      He  now  Hitiarimr 
^dained  the  appellation  of  Hercules.   The  name  of  Paulus,  a  cele- 
brated Sccutor,  was  the  only  one  which'  delighted  his  ear.  It  was 
inferibeil  on  his  coloflal  ftatues,  and  repeated  in  the  redoubled  accla- 
mations    of  the  mournfiil  and  applauding  fenate  **.  Claudius 
Pompeianus,  the  virtuous  hufband  of  Ludlla,  was  the  only  fenator 
who  a0erted  the  honour  of  his  rank.   As  a  father,  he  permitted  his 
(bns  to  ODnfult  their  fafcty  by  attending  the  amphitheatre.   As  a 
Roman,  he  declared,  that  his  own  life  was  in  the  emperor's  hands, 
but  that  he  would  nem  behold  the  fon  of  Marcus  proftituttug  his 
Voju,  I.  O  perfim 
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pcrfon  and  dignity,  Notwithftanding  his  manly  rcfolution,  Pom- 
pcianus  efcaped  the  refeatment  ot  the  tyrant,  aadl«  witii  Im  honouft 
bad  the  good  fortune  to  prefcrvc  his  life 

Commodus  had  now  attained  the  fummit  of  vice  ami  infamy. 
Amidfl  the  acclaoiatioas  of  a  flattering  court,  he  was  unable  to  di£~ 
{uilC|  from  himfelfj  that  he  had  deferved  the  contempt  and  hatred 
of  erery  man  of  fenfe  aod  virtue  tn  his  empire.  Hit  ferocious 
Sfath  wai  irritated  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  th»t  b»tml>  by  the  cnry 
fi^  every  klmi  of  merits  by  the  juft  ftppfftwoOoa  of  danger,  aad* 
by  the  luibit  of  flaugh^,  wbicb  be  qo^tniM     Vk  <Uily  «mofi»* 

^  £c04  to  bit  wiotoa  fiifpiQi^a,  wbiqh  ipqgbt  outi.  witL  femliar* 
vuue{jf  ibofe  imfortiuwte  peribiii  ooueAoilk  bcmever  semottlT^. 
witb  tbe  ftpiily  of  the  Antopinni  wifbopt  f|miiig.tv«i  the  a^aiAer 
of  hit  qriiM*  Qt  iMiii>n  Hw  craetif  ptovcd  at  bA  firtil  jo» 
Junfelf.  He  bi4  Ihed  whlv  impimUy  tb«  soUeft  bbod  of  Robc:. 
be  perUbfd  M 'ooo  M  b9  WM  dieMdod  bf  hat.oira  dwaefties.  Mmcm« 
bai  &^rit«  oonqibbw*  ^ffiMStm  hk  dumbHaim  and  L«tiu  bit. 
paettwian  pneleQ>  aUurmed  by  the  fiite  of  llkeU  compiiikiiwr  and: 
•pr«deceflbfa,  idblved  to  preveat  tbe  MniAioft  whieh.ewy  bonr 
bnvg  over  their  headt>  either  from  the  fliad  caprice  of  the  tyrant^ 
Of  the  fudden  indignation  of  the  people.  Marcia  feized  the  occafioa 
of  prefentiog  a  draught  of  wine  to  her  lover,  after  he  had  fatigued* 
Dettii  or  himfelf  with  hunting  fome  wild  beaib.  Commodus  retired  to  ileep|; 
A^it^r        ^^^^^  Ubouring  with  the  effeas  of  poilbnaod  drunJmK 

|tftOeceiB-  jyi^  1^  i;obuft  youth«  by  profeflioa  a  wreftler,  entered  his  chajabori. 

.  and  fhamgled  him  without  refinance.  The  body  was  iecretly  cxmk 
veyed  out  of  the  palace,  before  the  Icaft  fufplcion  was  cntertaiiic4' 
in  the  city,  or  even  in  the  coiut,  of  the  emperor's  death.  Such 
was  the  fate  of  the  fon  of  Marcus,  and  fo  eafy  was  it  to  dcftroy  a 
hated  tyrant,  who  by  the  artificial  powers  of  government  had  op- 
preifedj  dviQ|^  tbiiteca  yea^Si  io  many  raillioai  of  iubje^Si  every 

one 
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one  of  whom  wis  equal  to'Hi^  niaft^r  in  peri(Miilftrtfii^«iidpei«> 

ibnal  abilities  **, 

The  me»fiife»  of  the  confpirafdrB  were  eoadiided  whh  (&e  ddib^ate  Choice  (tr 
coolnefs  and  ceterity,  which  the  gite«tiM^  of  the  occafioif  required;  * 


They  refolred  inftantljr  to  fill  the  vacant  throne  with  an  empetor, 
whofe  chara^cr  would  juftify  and  maintain  the  action  that  had  been 
committed.  They  fixed  on  Pertinax,  prsefe^^of  the  city,  art  ancient 
fonator  of  confular  rank,  wboCe  fingvilar  merit  had  broke  through  the 
cAjfcurity  of  hi&  birth,  and  railed  him  to  the  firft  honours  of  the  ftate. 
He  had  fuccclTively  governed  moflof  the  provinces  of  the  empire;  and 
in  all  his  great  employments,  military  and  civil,  he  had  ever  dif- 
tmguifhcd  himfclf  by  pnidence,  integrity,  and  honourable  poverty 
He  now  remaitied  almoft  alone  of  the  fricntfs  and  minifters  of 
Miircnff ;  knf  wlleo,  tft  t  fiRCf  hour  of  tfre  night,  he  ^ai  awakened 
tritit  Ae  newt,  that  Ae  eliaiiitetrlkifi  and'  the  {traefed  were  at  hia 
dbcir,  he  reedved?  theiB  witK  imrepid  refignation,  add  defured  the/ 
woald*  exeeute-  tUefr  iiiifta''ir  onfen;  Ariliead  of  detth,  thty  offend 
.  haoe  fHe'  tHroAc  of  the  Ifottuui  ynM  fSt  was  miafile'  tb  credit 
tftdt*  alTunuicdr.  6biiv&ced'  st'  kogdr  of  the  death  ct  Conmiodai; 
ile-aRcepted'tlle-  empied  with  the  SMett  refudance  of  a  ntaii  wlu 
mcrffffi  10  xcigD 

-  MmatOf  MHxe  fttcaaturt  'nd'  £.aetin  coadii^l»r  without  dtSkf  &b  He  to. 
aew-empeiortotfaromip-  of  the'FhntoiCanr,  difRjfing^^  at  the  (kme  ly^^^^^Zt 
Ane  througfirtSe-dtf  a  fahnaXift  report  that  GbnfmdduB'  drcd  fud^^  tariutuaid^ 
dfehlf  of  an*  apopfexy  y  and  that  the  virtubu«  Pertinax  had  aAvA^ 
HicceedHr  to  the  throne.    The'  gfUartl^  were  rathet-  (lirprifed  thatt 
pteafed  with  tile  fufpkious  dcarh  ofl  a- prince,  whofe  indulgence  and 
liberality  they  alOne  had'  experienced  ;  but  the  emergency  of  the 
occafion,  the  authority  of  their  pnfeit,  the  reputation  of  Pertinax', 
and  the  clamour*  of  the  people,  obliged  them  to  ftiflc  their  fccret 
difcontentB)  to  accept  the  donative  promifed  of  the  new  emperor,  to 
iWear  allegiance  to  himi  and  with  joyful  accUmations  and  laurels  in 

O  2  their 
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their  hands  to  condud  him  to  the  renate-houie>  tjiat  the  military 
confcnt  might  be  ratified  by  the  civil  authority.  .  ; 
and  by  the  This  important  night  was  now  far  fpent;  with  the  dawn  of  day, 
A.  U.  193.  and  the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  the  fcnators  cxpedcd  a 
iftjaaoii/.  funimons  to  attend  an  ignominious  ceremony.  In  fpite  of  all  rcmoa- 
ftrances,  even  of  thofc  of  his  creatures,  wha  yet  preferred  any  re- 
gard for  prudence  or  decency,  Commodus  had  refoivcd  to  p.ifs  the 
night  in  the  gladiators  fchool,  and  from  thence  to  take  poO'cflion  of 
the  confulfhip,  in  the  habit  and  with  the  attendance  of  that  infa- 
mous crew.  On  a  fuddcn,  before  the  break  of  day,  the  fenatc  was 
called  together  in  the  temple  of  Concord,  to  meet  the  guards*  and 
to  ratify  the  ele£tion  of  a  new  emperor.  For  a  few  minutes  they 
itt  Id  fikmt  fiifpence,  doubtful  of  thdr.  unexpeded  ddivowic^  md 
fofpictoui  of  die  cruel  artifices  of  Gonunodua  i  but  when  at  length 
they  were  afliired  that  the  tyrant  was  no  mofe>  diey  reGgned.dKiii9- 
felves  to  all  the  tranfporta  of  joy  and  indignation*  Pertinax,  who 
modeftly  reprefented  the  meaaneft  of  his  eztraftionf  and  pointed  out 
fereral  noble  ienators  piore  delerving  than  him&lf  of  the  eoipire», 
was  conftrained  by  thdr  dutiful  violence  to  afcend  the  throne*  and' 
received  all  the  titles  of  Imperial  power»  confirmed  hj  the  moft: 
Ti «  mcmcry  Huoere  VOWS  of  fidelity.  The  memory  of  Commodus  was  branded 
modus  Jc-  with  eternal  infiuny.  The  names-  <^  Qrrantf  of  gladiatori  of  public: 
dami  to£i.  ^^^^  refeuuded  in  every  comei  of  the  houfe.  They  decreed  in 
ttnnukuous  votes,  that  his  honours  (hould  be  reverled*  his.  titles 
erafed  firom  the  public  monuments,  his  fiatuca  thrown  down,  hia 
body  dragged  with  a  hook  into  the  ftripping  room  of  the  gladiators, 
to  fatiate  the  public  fury;  and  they  exprefled  fome  indignatioa 
agunft  thofe  officious  fervants  who  had  already  prcfumcd  to  fcreen 
his  remains  from  the  judice  of  the  lenate.  But  Pertinax  could 
not  refufe  thofe  laft  rites  to  the  memory  of  IVfarcus,  and  the  tears 
of  his  firft  pcotedor  Claudius  PompciamiSt  who  lamented  the  cruel 
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fate  of  his  brothcT-ia-law,  and  lameated  ftiU  more  that  he  had  d©- 

fcrved  it 

Thcfc  cffufions  of  impotent  rage  againft  a  dead  emperor,  whom  the  jwC- 
fenatehad  nattered  when  alive  with  the  mod  abjed  ferviliiy,  betrayed  fcoHt  over 
a  fpirit  of  revenge,  more  agreeable  to  juftice  than  to  generofity.. 
The  legality  of  thcfc  decrees  was  however  fupportecl  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Imperial  conftitution.    To  ccnfurc,  to  dcpofe,  or  to 
punifh  witii  death,  the  firft  magiftrate  of  the  republic,  who  had 
abufcd  his  delegated  truft,  wae  the  ancient  and  undoubted  preroga- 
tive of  the  Roman  fenate      but  that  feeble  affenibly  was  obliged  to 
content  itfelf  with  infliding  on  a  fallen  tyrant  that  public  juftice^ 
from  which,  during  his  life  and  reign,  he  had  been  fhielded  by  the 
flrong  arm  of  military  defpotiTm. 

Pertinax  found  a  nobler  way  of  condemning  his  predecefibr's  vinm  of- 
memory ;  by  the-  oontiaft  of  lua  own  ▼irtues*  with  the  ^oe*-  of 
Gommodus.  On  die  day  of  hit  aeceffibn*  he  refigned  over*  to  his 
wife  and  ion  his  whole ^vate  fortune  ;*  that  diey  might  have  no 
pretence  to  folicit  &vonn  at  die  expenoe  of  the  ftate;  He  refiiied- 
to  flatter  the*Tanit7  of  the  former  with  the  title  of  Augufla ;  or  to 
oorrupt  the  inexperienced  youth  of  the  ktter  by  the  rank  of  CSaefiur.- 
Accuiatdy  diftioguilhing  between- the  duties  of  a  parent*  and  thofe 
of  a  fovereigni  he  educated  his  Ibn  with  a  fevere  fimplicity,  which, 
■while  it  gave  him  no  afliired  profpeft  of  the  throne,  might  in  time 
have  rendered  him  worthy  of  it.  In  public,  the  behaviour  of  Pertinax 
was  grave  and  affable.  He  lived  with- the  virtuous  part  of  the  fenate 
(and  in  a  private  ftaiion,  he  had  been  acquainted  with  the  truecha*. 
raptor  of  each  individual),  without  either  pride  or  jealdufy;  oon* 
fidered  them  as  friends  and  eompankmst  with  whom  he  had  (hared. 
the  dangers  of  the  tyranny,  and  with  whom  he  wiflied  to  enjoy  the 
fecurity  of  the  prcfent  time.    He  very  frequently  invited  them  to 
familiar  eateitaiameat8>  the.  firugality  of  whkh  was  ridiculed  by  * 

thofe>. 
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^fe»  who  r(me«iter44  tod  i^gretted  the  luxurious  pco4igaUty  of 

Commodus 

Ha  Mi^ea.        To  heal,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible,  the  wounds  inflijQsd  by  the  hand 
ili"^    of  fyianny,  was  the  pleaiiug,  but  melancholy  tafk  of  Pcrtdiux.  The 
tniKK;€nt  viQims,  who  yet  furvived,  were  recalled  from  exile,  re- 
kafcd  from  priiou,  aJ*d  xeftored  to  the  full  poUcilioa  of  their  ho- 
nours a,nd  fortunee.  The  unburied  bodies  of  murdered  fenators  (for 
th<;  cjifUAlty  of  Coitifaoidu»  endcAvourod  to  extend,  itfelf  bejoad  death} 
wei:e  4epo$t^  m  tb*  tflpakltf*!      ihdie  tneoion ;  didr  nai* 
ipotj^  'WW  luAiMi^  aiMl  tfttf  eoQfi}laii»ft  vm  Moiiied  tm  Acir 
xttiiMd«aiA«0id(id.ft«i9i«iu  Among  Mff  ctofelatioiMoiietf  t]» 
190ft  dcfUdout  'inA the  piuufhauttt  of  tfttt  Dfckion;  the  GDnma 
enemies  of  thebtmfter,  of  irartue,  «idbof  Aew*  eonotc^.  Yet  evc« 
in,  the.-ifiqfiffitWQ.  of  th^  kgiH  ifliifiiiH  Fflrtim  pnctednE  wih  a 
4te«l;  teo9fer,  vdnch  gwre  mi^  tiWng  tp  jnftioei.  and  noiikbg  la 
lyqpiUtt  9Kj|j«dioe>«a&<eteHien«. 
nil  ftpit.     .  UlcfioMAOl  oCtbe  flate  demaode^  tbermoft  ^lant  cair  of  tbe 
empesoc*    Though,  every  meafure  of  ifiiiiftieft  and  extortion  had 
beeix  adopted,  which  could;  OfiiUfif^  the  property  of  the  fubje^t  into 
ittc  ^q^Snqf  the:  prince ;  the  n|pqniiMit«C  CSuBmodug  had  been 
f[i  very  inadequate  to  hia  extravagaace).  that»  upon,  his  death,-  no 
more  than  eight  thoufand  pounds  were  found  in  the  exhaufied  trc»- 
fury      to  defray  the  current  cxpences  of  government,  and  to  dif- 
ch^rge  the  prefTing  demand  ot  a  liberal  donative,  which  the  new 
emperor  had  been  obUged  to  pro  mi  fe  to  the  Praetorian  guards.  Yet 
under  thefe  diftrefled  circumftanccs,  Pertinax.  had  the  generous  firm- 
jicfs  to  remit  all  the  oppreflive  taxes,  invented  by  Commodus,  ami 
to  cancel  all  the  unjufl:  claims  of  the  treafury  ;  declaring  in  a  decree 
•  ofthefenate,  "  that  he  was  better  fattsfied  to  adminifter  a  poor  re- 
public  with  innocence,  than  to  acquire  riches  by  the  ways  of  ty* 
Tmmy  and  diihpAour."  Qeconomy  and  induftry  be  confidercd  as  the 
7  pure 


Digitized  by  Google 


OP  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


pure  and  genuine  fources  of  wealth ;  and  from  them  he  foon  deriTcd 
a  copious  fupply  for  the  public  nccelTities.    The  expcnce  of  the 
houfcbold  wa«  immediately  reduced  to  one  half.    All  the  inftru- 
ments  of  luxury,  Pertinax  cxpofed  to  public  audion      gold  and 
filver  plate,  chariots  of  a  fingular  conftrudion,  a  fuperfluous  ward- 
robe of  filk  and  embroidery,  and  a  great  number  of  beautiful  flaves 
ofbothfcxes;  excepting  only,  with  attentive  humanity,  thofe  who 
were  born  in  a  ftate  of  freedom,  and  had  been  raviflicd  from  the 
arms  of  their  weeping  parents.    At  the  fame  time  that  he  obliged 
the  irartfaida  £iv(Mritet  of  the  tyrant  to  rcfign  a  port  of  their  ill^ 
fottea  wealth,  he  fttSafiod  th«  juft  cvedkott  of  die  Am^  and 
chaiged'  die  long  arrean  of  honeft  kntonk  H«  nmamd  the  oppteC- 
fi w  xflflriftkme  whieh  had.faee&.laiil  upoa.oomuMmc^  taid  granted  all* 
the  uncttldvaiedlaade  m  UUf  nd  the  ptoriuceatto  diole  who  would: 
fi»pnive  dwtt  ^  with  aa  eaOTipdoQ  fiom  all  trihnt^  during  the.tetiik* 
ofiaayeHt'V 

Suchan  uaifom  coadnft  Bad'altcidy  fiencdto  fkr^         no-  ud  pops., 
hleft  tmid  oT  rn  hmm^fh  the  low  and  eAecM<  of  hit  people. 
Thoie  who  veoMmbcffed  dic  lirtiiee-  of  Marcus  were  ptoded  to  eom 
template  in  their  new  emperor  the  features  of  that  bright  original  |. 

and  flattered  themfelves,  that  they  (hould  long  enjoy  dM  beaiga« 
influence  of  hk  adnuniftratioDi   A  hafty  seal  to  reform  the  cor<* 
fopted  ftate».  acoorapauBd  widi  Iefr.pradence  than  mi^  hafe  been. 

cxpeded  from  the  years  and  experience  of  Pertinax,  was  fatal  to 
bimfelf  and  to  his  country.   Hia  honeft  indticcetioB  imitcd  againllt 
him  the  fervile  crowd,  who  found  their  private  benefit  in  the  pub«. 
Uc  diforders,  and  who  preferred  the  £nranr.of  a.^fianc.  Ii0'the.ineat!f- 
orable  equality  of  the  laws 

Amidft  the  general  joy,  thefrilea  and  angry  countenance  of  the  DilcoDUutof 
Pra&torian  guards  betrayed  ihier  inward  diil'atisfadion.    They  had  'jj^***** 
reludandy  fubnnitted  to  Pertinax ;  they  dreaded  the  ftridnefs  of  the 
aDcieflt  diiciplnac^  which  be  waa  pfeparing  to  reAore;  and  they  re- 
gretted. 
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gretted  the  licence  of  the  former  reign.  Their  difcontcnts  were  fc- 
creily  fomented  by  Lartus  their  prxfeft,  who  found,  when  it  was 
too  late,  that  his  new  emperor  would  reward  a  fcrvaiit,  but  would 
not  be  ruled  by  a  favourite.  On  the  third  day  of  his  reign,  the  ful- 
diers  felled  on  a  noble  fcnator,  with  a  dcfign  to  carry  him  to  the 
camp,  and  to  invert  liini  with  the  Imperial  purple.  Inftcid  of  be- 
ing dazzled  by  the  dangerous  honour,  the  affrighted  vidlim  efcaped 
from  their  violence,  and  took  refuge  at  the  feel  of  Pertinax.  A 
A  confpifazy  ihort  time  afterwards  Sofius  Falco,  one  of  the  confuls  of  the  jeari 
pfevcBwd.  ^  youth  bat  of  an  ancient  and  opulent  family,  liftened  to  the 
'Voice  of  amUtion;  and  a  confpiracy  was  formed  during  a  Ihort 
abfencc  of  Pertinax*  which  was  cruflied  hy  his  fudden  return  to 
Home,  and  his  refolute  bdiaviour.  Faico  was  on  the  point  of  be- 
ing juftly  condemned  to  death*  as  a  public  enemy,  had  he  not  been 
iaved  by  the  «ameft  and  iincere  entreaties  oi  the  injured  emperor ; 
who  conjured  the  fenate,  that  the  purity  of  his  rrign  might  not  be 
ftained  by  the  blood  even  of  a  guilty  feoator. 
M  l  Her  of  TheTe  difappointments  ferved  only  to  irritate  the  rage  of  the  Pne* 
ihePiMCK^  torian  guards.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  March*  eighty-fix  days 
A. 'n.  1 0  ^  ooly  after  the  death  of  Cbmmodust  a  general  fedition  broke  out  in  the 
March  2)iik  ^mp^  whtch  theoflBcers  wanted  dther  power  or  inclination  to  fup- 
prels.  Two  or  three  hundred  of  the  moft  defperate  fi>ldier8  marched 
at  noon-day,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  fury  in  their  looks,  to- 
wards the  Imperial  palace.  The  gates  were  thrown  open  by  their 
companions  upon  guard ;  and  by  the  domellics  of  the  -old  court, 
who  had  already  formed  a  fecret  oonTpiracy  againft  the  life  of  the 
too  virtuous  emperor.  On  the  news  of  their  approach,  Pertinax 
difdaining  cither  flight  or  concealment  advuwed  to  meet  his  alTafllns; 
and  recalled  to  their  minds  bis  own  innocence,  and  the  fan£lityof 
their  recent  oath.  For  a  few  moments  they  ftood  in  filent  fufpence, 
afluimcd  of  their  atrocious  defign,  and  awed  by  the  venerable  afpe<Q: 
and  majelUc  firmaefs  of  their  fovereigo,  till  at  length  the  defpair 

of 
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of  pardoa  reviving  th^r  fuiy,  a  btrbuiio  of  the  country  of  Tongres  " 
levelled  tbe  firft  blow  againft  Pertinaxi  who  was  inftantly  difpatched 
with  a  mukitude  of  wounds*  His.  head,  feparated  from  his  bodjr, 
and  placed  on  a  lance,  was  carried  in  triumph  to  the  Prstorian  camp, 
in  the  fight  of  a  mournful  and  indignant  people,  ,who  lamented  the 
unworthy  fate  of  that  eaccellent  prince,  and  the  tranfientbleffings  of 
m  reign,  the  memory  of  which  could  ferve  '  only  to  aggravate  thdr 
approaching  miifertanet  '^ 


1  • 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

Public  /ale  of  the  Empire  to  Didius  JuUama  by  thi  Pran 
iorian  Guards, — Clodius  Albinm  in  Brkmm^  Prftrnma 

Niger  in Syrm^  and St^mmtStvmuktPanmmit^d^' 
clan  aganfi  tU  murderm  rf  PtrHmttc-^wil  mart 
and  ffiSiory  of  Sewrm  wtr  hit  thrte  rivals, — Relaxation 
of  difcipline, — New  maxims  of  government* 

of  therein.  '  I  ^^^E  power  of  the  fword  is  more  fcnfibly  felr  in  an  exten- 
ury  force,  to  ^  fivB  mooiTchy,  than  in  a  fmall  communicy.  It  has  been 
orU''^pie.  calcttUted  by  the  ableft  politidans,  that  no  (Ute,  without  being  Toon 
tthaufted,  can  maintMii  above  tbe Hundredth  part  of  its  members  in 
arma  and  idlenefi.  Bat  although  this  rdatiTe  proportion  may  be 
iinifium,  ita  iofloenee  over  the  reft  of  the  ibdetj  will  vary  according 
to  the  degree  of  ita  pofitive  ftieiigth.  The  advantages  of  military 
fdence  and  difdpUne  cannot  be  exerted,  unlelt  a  |npper  number  of 
foldieraare  united  into  one  body,  and  aduated  by  one  ibuL  With  a' 
handful  of  men,  fuch  a  union  would  be  ineffefbial  \  with  an  unwieUy 
hoft,  it  would  be  impraaicaUei  and  thepoweraof  the  machine  would 
be  alike  deAroyed  by  the  extreme  minutenefi,  or  the  esceflsve  weight 
of  its  fpringa.  To  illuftrate  this  obfervation  we  need  only  lefled^ 
that  there  is  no  fuperiority  of  natural  ftrength,  artificial  weapons*  or 
acquired  ikiU*  which  could  enable  one  man  to  keep  in  oonflant  Tub* 
jedion  a  hundred  of  his  fellow-creatures :  the  tyrant  of  a  fingle 
town,  or  a  fmall  diArid,  would  foon  difcover  that  an  hundred  armed 
/followers  were  a  weak  defence  againft  ten  thoufand  peafants  or  ci- 
aizens ;  but  a  hundred  thoufand  weU*di(ciplined  Ibldiers  will 
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aund,  with  defpotic  fvray,  ten  millions  of  fubjeils ;  and  a  body  of 
ten  or  fifteen  thoufand  guards  will  ftrike  terror  into  the  moft  nume- 
rous populace  thai  ever  crowded  the  ftrcets  of  an  immcnfe  capital. 

The  Pnetorian  bands,  whofe  licentious  fury  was  the  firft  fymptom  ThePr«to- 
and  caufe  of  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  fcarccly  amounted  to 
the  laft  mentioned  number  '.    They  derived  their  inftitution  from  Tfc*'' 
Auguftus.    That  crafty  tyrant^  fennble  that  laws  might  colour,  but 
that  arms  alone  could  maintain,  his  ufurped  dominion,  had  gra- 
dually formed  this  powerful  body  of  guards  in  ciMiftaDt  readinefs  to 
prated  his  perfon,  10  awe  the  fenatc^  and  either  to  pcevent  or  to 
cfoih  the  firft  mo6oM  of  rebrflion»  Hedtdinguilhed  thefe  &TotiKd 
ttoops  by  a  dOBble  pay,  and  fuperior  privileges ;  but»  aa  their  for*- 
nidahle  afpeO;  woaU  at  oooe  hmilafiMd  and  initatod  the  RbaiaA: 
people,  throe  fiohm  oolf  mt6  IbdMicd'  ia^tfae  eapital whilfl  th«: 
renaamder  m»  dl^irftd  lo  the ad|ioeiiC  ttrnot  of  Italy'.  Bte  after  Tibcir a■^ . 
6ft7  jean  of  peace  aadlcrfllnde^  Tiberius*  tentiiied- on  adcdfife 
aeafinreb 'wiiieh  ifaremkrbeiteddieliKte^  Under 
the  fiir  pceKocet'of  leHeviii;  Italy  firoitt  the  heavy  buKdea  of  mi-  • 
Viary  qeaicerii  aad  of  iatrodacSiig  «- ftriOer  jtfci^liae  amoag  the* 
goardi,  heaAkhled  them  -at  Romc^  in  apermnent  camp  \  which  m*^ 
Ibfft^id  widi  Ikilliil  eaie  *i  and  ^bced  oa  eenrnmanriieg  fitnatien '.  • 

Snnh-fennidable  femnti  ire  ahvaya  neoeflary*  hot  often <fttil  to  Their 
die  throne  of  di^ioiifiii*  By  thttfrineraduoiii^  the  FryloriaB  guards,  SS^jH!^. 
as  it  were«  into  the  palace  and  the  fenate,  tlie  emperors- taught  them 
t»  {Meccofe  their  own  ftrength,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  civil  go* 
tcfnment;  to  view  the  vices  of  tlidr  mafters  with  familiar  con- 
tempt, and  to  lay  afide  that  reverential  aw^  which  diftance  only, 
and  myftery,  can  prcferve,  towards  an  imaginary  power.  In  the 
luxurious  idlenefs  of  an  opulent  city,  their  pride  was  nourifhed  by 
the  fenfe  of  their  irrefiftible  weight ;  nor  was  it  poflible  to  conceal 
from  them,  that  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign,  the  autliority  of  the 
feaatCi  the  public  treafuic,  and  the  feat  of  empire,  were  aU  in  their 

P  2  hands.  . 
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hands.  To  divert  tlic  Prastorian  bands  from  thefe  dangerous  rcflcc- 
.tionS}  the  iirmcft  and  bed  eftabliflied  princes  were  obliged  to  mix 
bUndifliments  with  commands*  rewards  with  puniihments,  to  flatter 
their  pride,  indulge  thdr  pleafiires,  connive  «t  theii;  irregularities, 
and  to  puichafe  their  precarious  faith  by  a  liberal  donajtire }  which) 
fince  the  elevation  of  Claudius,  was  exaded  as  alegat  dun,  oh  the 
aocelBon  of  every  new  emperor  *•  . 
Their  fpe-    _  .The  advocates  of  the  guacds  qid^avoured  to  juftify  Ift  arguments^ 

CHNU  diifliia 

.the  pqweTi  vrhich  they  aflerted  by  arms ;  and  to  maidtain  that,'  ac- 
cording to  the  bcft  principles  of  -  the  conftitutioo,  ibdr  conient  was 
eflentially  necefllary  in  the  appoiiximent'of  an  em'peroi!^  .  The  dec* 
tton  of  confu)s,.Qf  jgenerals,  and  pf  ni3|giftrates>  however  it  hhd  been 
recently  jul(iurpcd]liy  the  fenate,  was  tbue.andeat  and  undoubted  right 
of  the  Romnn  people But  where  was  the  Roman  people  to  be 
foond?.  Not  furely  amongd  the  mixed  multitude  of  llavea  and 
ilrangcrs  tliat  filled  the  ft  reels  qf  Rpnie ;  a  fervile  populace,  as  dc 
void  pf  (pirit  as  deftitute  of  propertyk-  The  defenders  of  the  ftate, 
felj^^d  from  the  flower  of  the  Italian  youth and  traiiied  in  the 
excrcife  of  arms  and  virtue,  wore  the  genuine  rcprefentatives  of  the 
people,  and  the  beft  entitled  to  cled  the  military  chief  of  the  re- 
public. Thefc  aflertions,  however  defedive  in  rcafon,  became  un- 
anfwcrdble,  when  the  fierce  Prxiorians  iucrcafed  their  weight,  by 
throwing,  like  the  barbarian  conqueror  of  ilomCj  their  fwords  into 
the  fcale 

TKeyoffcr  The  P.'Xtorians  had  violated  the  fan^Slity  of  the  thronCt  by  the 
thyropirc  to  murder  of  Pertinax ;  they  difl\onoured  the  majefty  of 

it,  by  their  fublequent  condua.  The.caakpvraa  without  a  leader* 
foe  even  the  jpitxhEt  Lactus,  .who  has  exdted  the  tempeft,  prudently 
dedined  the  public  indignation.  Amidft  the  wild  difofder  Sulpi- 
danus,  the  empercM^'s  father-in.-law»  and  governor.of  the  city,  who 
had  been  fent  to  the  camp  on  the  firft  alarm  of  mutiny,  was,  en-, 
deavourin^  to  calm  the  fury  of  the  multitude*  when  he  was  iilenoed 
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by  the  clamorous  return  of  the  murderers,  bearing  on  a  lance  the 
hcatl  of  Pertinax.    1  hough  hiftory  has  accuilomed  us  to  .obferve. 
every  priqcii^^and  eyery  pajOion  yield  .to  the jiinpenONVt  ^^a|e«'Of 
am|iijl;toa«  it  ia  rcaice|y.«re4iUe  that,  ia  thefe:  ^qmefrts  o^jF  hprcoi^,  ' 
Sulpicianiu  Oiould  .have  afpired  to  a(cenfl^a  throne  fVreammg  with, 
the  blood  of  fi>  near  a  relatba*.  and  ia  excellent  a  prince^   He  had 
already  begun  to  ufe  the  only,  effe^ual  aigument^  and  tt»  treat  for. 
the  impenal  dignity;;,  but  the.  more  ptu^en^  of  tk^  CraetONnanS}  ap^-^, 
prehenfive  tlv^ti  in  thit  private  contrft^  they  ihould  not  obtfin  a^ 
jttft  price  lor  lb  valuable  a  oonunodityi  -  ran  out  upon  the  ramparts 
and,  mt)i  a  loud  Totoe,  prodainied  that*  the  .Roman  world -was-tO' 
be  dy{^f4  of 'to  the  beft  bidd^'tby-puUic^^n  **.   ^  . 
.  This  lofaiootM  ofier«  the  nioft  tufolent  fiDtdTs-of -mifittrj^  Uix^^    i  pudbaM 
diffufed  a  univerlal  griefi  flkame**  and  indigna^on  .throughout  the  a.  b.  '93. 
«ty..  It  reached,  ^t  length  Uie  ears  of  lUdiiis  Juliaaus,  a  wealthy.^'"' 
ij^aatpr,  whoi  r^jardleAof  thepuUiccalan^ities^'fraa^indtt^i^ 
f«Jf  in  the  luxury  of  the  table  ".    His  wife  and  his  daughter,  hii^  '   . ' 
ireedmen  and  his  parafitesi.  eafily  convinced  him  that  he  defervcd 
th^  throne,  and  earnefUy  conjured  him  to  embrace  fo  fortunaiCk 
ao^  opportunity.  The  vain  old  man  haftelied  to  the  Praetorian  camp» 
-where  Sulpicianus  was  ftill  iyn.^eaty  wk|i  the  j^rdf.|  and  .began  txh 
bid  againft. him, from  the  foot  of  the  rampart.    The  iiri worthy  neii; 
gociation  was  tranfkded  by  faithful  emifTaries,  who  pailcd  alter-t 
oately  from  one  candidate  to  the  other,  and  acquainted  each  of  them,! 
with  the  offers  of  his  rival.    Su1picianu8;iiad  already  promifed  a> 
donative  of  five  thouiend  drachms  ^above.  one  hundred  and  'fixty 
poulads)  to  each  foldier  ;  when  Julian,  'eagdr  for  the  prize,  rofe'  at 
once  to  the  fum  of  fix  ihoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  drachms,  or 
upwards  of  two  hundred  pounds  fterling.    The  gales  of  the  camp  . 
were  inftantly  thrown  open  to  the  purcliafcr;  he  was  declared  em- 
peror,  and  received  an  oath  of  allegiance  from  the  foldiers,  who  re- 
tained 
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taincd  humanity  enough  to  ftipulate  that  he  ihould  pardoa  and  for- 
get th«  competittoa  of  Sulpicianus. 
|iOut»ae.  It  WM  now  incumbent  on  the  Pnetorians  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
by  ibe'iMM.  <'f  the  kit.  Thej  placed  their  new  fovereignt  whom  they  ferved 
and  defpUed,  in  the  center  of  flieir  ranks,  forrooiided  him  on  ev«ry 
itde  widi  Adt  Ikidic,  and  condudad  hSm  in  Mb  order  of  battle 
ditoi^g^  file  defeiied  ftimi  of  city*  The  ienate  ^tnt  oomnia tided 
lb  aflbnble,  and  thofe  tilio  luid  been  dte  di(Kagaillied  fHcndi  ol 
Aertinax,  or  the  perfonal  enemSet  of  Jtdiaii,  Ibimd  It  neoeffiuy  e» 
aflbft  a  ttoae  dna  commoa  llMre  of  lat!ifii£Koii  at  tbia  luppy  fevo* 
llitiflA  After  Jolkn  Iiad  filled  the  ftnate^hoole  tvidi  amed  lbl<» 
dieni  he  expatiated  oo  die  ficedom  of  his  de^oti,  h!l  own  eml- 
went  inftiies»  and  hit  fbll  aflhrance  q£  the  aflSedlona  of  the  fentte. 
The  oUbqidoos  aflfaablj  congratulated  Aeir  own  and  Ae  public  fb- 
Uoitf  r  engage  their  allcgianee,  and  eonferred  on  him  all  the  ie* 
Take*  poAC  bfanchet  of  flie  Impcriiil  poM  **.  From  the  ftnale  Julian 
fio|n?r  1^  'Moeadofied  If  6tA  fiune  military  pfOceflknii  to  lake  poflUOon  of 
llkepalaee^  The  flril:  ol^eaa  tiMch  ^Irock  his  eyes*  imfr  the  aban* 
doned  tfttak  of  Pen^i  and  the  fnigil  entarudfiment  pcepaied  Ibr 
hia  fttppiiii  The  one  he  idtntd  wlCh  indidcfence;  the  other  unA^ 
ebbittnf*!;  A  migtMcMK  fcallrirte  ptepated  by  his  order,  and  he 
amaOd.  himiUI  till «  vely  hM  hour,  ivith  difia»  and  the  pedbrininoM' 
of  Pyladeii  a  odebaAted  danoet.  Tei  it  wai  obferved»  that  after 
ihe  emard  of  flatteseta  dSfpcried,  and  left  him  to  darkaeft,  Mtoda^j 
aad'tcrrible  refledioa»  ha  paflad  a  flee^lela  night  i  tavolviog  maft' 
probably  in  hia  mind  his  own  rafli  feUy,  tlie  firte  of  hia  tinnona> 
predeceflbr,  and  the  doubtful  and  dangeroua  teaure  of  an  empiae,. 
which  had  not  been  daferved  by  merit,  but  pnrshaftd  by  money  *^ 
TWfvWic  He  had  reafon  to  tremble.  On  the  dircme  of  tbe  world  he  found 
himielf  without  a  friend,  and  even  without  an  adherent.  The 
gunrda  ihamfielteb  wcxe  aihaiawi  of  the  pcinoe  whom  their  avarice 
t  had 
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had  cKflited ;  nor  was  l!bere  a  citizen  who  did  not  eoafider  his  eiev»- 
tion  with  horror,  at  the  Uft  infult  on  the  Roman  name.  The  nobi- 
lity, whofc  confpicuoua  ftation  and  ample  pofleflions  csta^ed  (he 
ftri£teft  caution,  dilTembled  their  fcntiments,  and  met  the  aifeded 
dvility  of  the  emperor  with  fmiles  of  complacency  and  profcffioos 
of  duty.  But  the  people,  iecure  in  their  numbers  and  obfcurity, 
gave  a  free  vent  to  their  pafiions.  The  ftrects  and  public  places  of 
Home  rcfounded  with  clamours  and  imprecations.  The  enraged 
multitude  affronted  the  perfon  of  Julian^  reje4Stcd  his  liberality,  and, 
confcious  of  the  impotence  of  their  own  refcntmeot,  they  called 
aloud  on  the  legions  of  the  frontiers  to  aflert  the  violued  m^cfkj  ot 
the  Roman  empire.  * 

The  public  difcootent  «M  iboo  diAiM  £nm  die  oenttr  to  the  Thearmieior 
•iroaden  of  the  empire.  Tht  mcnkt  of  Bnctin,  of  Syria,  and  of 
itlyricum,  iMMMed  die  deith  of  FtetiiMae,  in  wlwfis  company,  or  fj^''^ 
vnler  ivkole  oooMMnd.  ^tuj  had  to  often  iniglit  and-  oottquerad. 
Ilftjr  nocM  ivitb  fiifpiile>  with  indigaaiioiit  and  periupa  with 
wy,  tbib  aoamSttUf  iMelHgenee^  Aat  tbe  Pkxtariaiw  had  dtf- 
ftatid  of  die  Zmf&tt  hf  pabHe  anAkN) }  and  they  muniiboiifly  i«» 
'IbftdtoiatifydieigiioiniiiiooshBrgam.  Their  oottfent  waa  fiitol  to 
Jntiaa^  hut  it  waa  iital  atthe  laaie  dqie  to  the  fahlie  paaee^  at  (be  ' 
gAienda  «tf  ifae  ic^eftiTO  ai hiiei,  Ghidiaa  Albinna,  Pefcenaiiia  Niger, 
and  SepliniMSemM,  wm  IBU  mofe  tnxio&s  to  fnooeed  than  lo  ' 
Ae  mufdered  Pertinax.  Their  foreea  were  eyaOly  balanced.  - 
EmIi  <ii  them  wa»  at  tbe  head  of  three  legtone '%  widi  »  Quaetoua 
tffdn  of  auxiliaries ;  and  however  different  in  their  charadloa,  thef 
were  all  foldiers  of  csperience  and  capacity. 

Clodios  Albinus,  governor  of  Britain,  furpaffed  both  his  oompofc  OoAu  AU 
iStora  in  the  nobility  of  his  extra^on,  which  he  derived  from  forae  {jjjjjj*  ■ 
of  the  moft  illoftrious  names  of  the  old  republic  '^  But  the  branch,  . 
from  whence  he  claimed  his  defcenti  was  funk  into  mean  circOai* 
fiances,  and  tranfplantcd  into  a  remote  province.  It  ia  difficult  to 
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form  a  juft  idea  of  his  true  charader.  Under  the  phllofophic  cloak 
of  aufterity,  he  ftands  accufed  of  concealing  moft  of  the  vices  which 
degrade  human  nature".  But  his  accufcrs  are  thofe  venal  writers 
who  adored  the  fortune  of  Severus,  and  trampled  on  the  aflies  of  an 
unfucccfsful  rival.  Virtue,  or  the  appearances  of  virtue,  recom- 
mended Albinus  to  the  confidence  and  good  opinion  of  Marcus ;  and 
his  preferving  with  the  fon  the  fame  inlereft  whiQh  he  .b»d.  acquired 
.^mth  di«  &lher»  u  a  pnoi:  at  Icaft  duililir  ^rlit poOefled  of  »  verj 
flnilile  difpofidon;  Th«:  (inoar  of  a  tynpt.-^aKs:  not 'alfvays  fup- 
{(bfe  a.  wuit of  merit  .in  the  bbjed.of.it;  heimajr,  .widKNit  in- 
teadiog  iti  .re#aid  a  mah  of  worth  aod.  ability*  or  he  may  fiod  fuch 
a  man  ufefol  to  his  own  fervicew   It  does  not  appear,  that  Albinos 

•    '  'cvtoaacfaeiilflfaciataaaf  !iiii.|fleifint^^ 

taat  faonoiiraUe..Gommaiid,  whea  he  refeiv^id  a  .<coii6denti«l  letter 
fiom  the  empermv  acqaainting  Eini  of.lth^'itratfimalUe  (tefigfi4.:0if 
.Ibme  difeontentol  geadrals,  :Md  AuAonztng  hiai  to  declare  .himfelf 
•the  gasrdiaft  and  .ruocdflbt  of  .die-  thixNR,  hj  aflTuimog  the  tit)e  and 
.enligos  of  GRiar**;   The  governor  of  Britain  wifely  declined  the  • 
(dangerous  honour,  which  would  have  marked  him  for  the  jealoUfy, 
.or  invplfed  hiai  in.  the  appiioaching  :ruin,  of  Commodus*  He 
eouitedipowef  by  nobler,  or,  at  leaft,  by  mbre  fpecious,  arts.  Ob 
apreAuKure  report  of  the  death  of  the  emperor,  he  alFerobled  his 
troops  ;  and  in  an  eloquent  dilcourfe,  deplored  the  inevitable  milr 
chicfs  of  dcfpotilin,  deicribed  the  happiia-r:;  and  f^lory  which  their 
anceflors  had  enjoyed  under  the  confulai  rovgrpnient,  aixl  declared 
his  firm  refolution  to  rtinftatc  the  leiiatc  and  people  in  their  legal 
.  .    authority.    This  popular  harangue  was  aiifwcrcd  hy  the  loud  accb- 
•    mations  of  the  IJriiifli  legions,  and  received  at  Rnme  with  a  fccret 
murmur  of  applaufe.    Safe  in  the' poflcirioa      Im  little  world,  and 
in  the  commaad  of  an  army  Icli  dutinguillicd  indeed  for  difcipline 
ihan  for  numbers  and  valour      Albinut  b^a^ed  the  menaces  of 

Commodu8» 
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Commodus,  maintained  towards  Pertiiuutiftualjrainbiguousrderfc, 
And  inftantly  declared  againft  the  ufurpation  of  Julian.  The  coDvnlr 
fions  of  the  capital  added  new  weight  to  his  fentimentti  or  ntfaer  to 
his  profeffions  of  patriotifm.  A  regard  to  decency  ioduced  him  to 
decline  the  lofty  titles  of  Auguftus  and  Emperor;  and  he  imiuted 
perhaps  the  example  of  Galba,  who,  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  had  ftfled 
bimfelf  the  Lieutenant  of  the  lenate  and  people 

Perfonal  merit  alone  had  raifed  Pelcennius  Niger  from  an  obfcure  Pefc««i« 
birth  and  ftation,  to  the  government  of  Syria  ;  a  lucrative  and  im- 
portant  command,  which  in  times  of  civil  confufion  gave  him  a  ' 
near  profped  of  the  throne.    Yet  his  parts  fcem  to  have  been  better 
/uited  to  the  fecond  than  to  the  firft  rank ;  he  was  an  unequal  rival 
though  be  might  have  approved  bimfelf  an  excellent  lieutenant  to 
Scverw,  who  had  fuffident  grcatnefs  of  mind  to  adopt  feveral 
ufefia  inftitiitiona  fiom  a  vanquilbed  enemy      In  his  government. 
Niger  acquired  the  efteem  of  the  Ibldiers  and  the  love  of  the  pro- 
vincials.  His  rigid  diicipline  fortified  the  valour  and  confirmed  the 
obedience  of  the  former,  whilft  the  voluptuous  Syrians  were  lefs 
delighted  with  the  mild  firmnefi  of  hU  adminiftration  than  with 
Ae  affability  of  bia  maaoeia,  and  the  appaitatpleafure  with  which 
he  attended  their  firequent  and  pompous  fefttvals      Ai  foon  as  the 
intelligence  of  the  atrocious  murder  of  Pfcrtinax  had  reached  Antioch 
the  wifhes  of  Afia  invited  Niger  to  aflume  the  Imperial  purple  and 
revenge  his  death.   The  kg^  of  the  eallem  frontier  embraced 
his  caufe;  the  opulent  but  unarmed  provinces  fiom  the  frontiers  of 
iEthlopia  "  to  the  Hadriatic.  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  bis  power-  and  ' 
the  kings  beyond  the  Tigris  and  tbeEnphmtcs  congtatubn^- hi. 
clcdioa,  and  offered  him  their  homage  and  fervlces.   The  mind  of 
Niger  was  not  capable  of  receiving  this  fudden  tide  of  fortune;  he 
flattered  himlelf  that  his  acceffion  would  be  undiftufbed  by  compe- 
ft.on,  andunftained  by  civil  blood  j  and  whilft  bc  enjoyed  the  vain  ' 
pomp  of  triumph,  he  negleaed  to  iecure  the  means  of  viaory.  In- 
Vol.  L  n  - 
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fiead  of  entering  into  tn  effedoel  negodttiod  Mfh  the  powerful 
armies  of  ibfi  weft,  whole  refolodoB  n^bt  decide*  or  at  leaft  nnift 
balance,  the  mighty  conteft;  inftead  of  advancing  without  delay 
towards  Rome  and  Italyi  where  his  prefence  was  impatiently  ex^ 
peded  Niger  trifled  away  in  the  luxury  of  Antioch  thoie  irre- 
trievable moments  yvhkh  were  diligently  im^ored  by  the  dcdfive 
adtivity  of  Severus". 
PannonU  Thc  country  of  Pannoniaand  Dalmatia,  w  hich  occupied  the  fpace 

between  the  Danube  and  the  head  of  the  Hadriatic,  was  one  of  the 
laft  and  moft  difficult  conquefts  of  the  Romans.  In  the  defence  of 
national  freedom,  two  hundred  thoufandof  thefe  barbarians  had  once 
appeared  in  the  field,  alarmed  thc  declining  age  of  Auguftus,  and  ex- 
ercifed  thc  vigilant  prudence  of  Tiberius  at  the  head  of  thc  col- 
ledled  force  of  the  empire  **.  The  Pannonians  yielded  at  length  tOi 
thc  arms  and  inftitutions  of  Rome.  Their  recent  fubjedion,  how*. 
ever»  the  neighbourhood,  and  even  the  mixture  of  the  unconqiiered 
tribes,  and  perhaps  the  climate,  adapted,  as  it  has  been  obfervcd,  to 
thc  produdion  of  great  bodies  and  flow  minds*',  all  contributed  to 
prefcrvc  feme  remains  of  their  original  ferocity,  and  under  the 
tame  rcfcmblance  of  Roman  provincials,  the  hardy  features  of  thc 
natives  were  ftill  to  be  difcerned.  Their  warlike  youth  afforded  an 
inexhauftible  fupply  of  recruits  to  the  legions  ftationcd  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  and  which,  from  a  perpetual  warfare  againfl: 
the  Germans  and  Sarmatians,  were  deferredly  efteemcd  the  bcfl; 
troops  in  the  ferviee* 

The  Pknnoflian  army  waa  at  diii  thne  commanded  by  Sep- 
timiusSevema,  a  natite  of  Afiiea,  who,  iotbeflowalccntof  private 
honours,  had  concealed  his  daring  ambition,  which  waa  never  di- 
verted from  its  fteady  cottrfe  by  the  aUnremenu  of  pleafure,  the  ap-- 
prehenfioo  ^f  danger,  or  the  feelings  of  humanity  **.  On  the  iirft 
news  of  die  murder  of  Pertioax,  lie  aflbnblcd  Us  troopa,  painted 
in  the  moft  lively  eoloafs  the  crime,  the  iniolence,  and  the  weakneft 
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of  the  Praetorian  guards,  and  animated  the  legions  to  arms  and  to 
revenge.    He  concluded  (and  the  peroration  was  thought  extremely 
clo(iuent)  with  promil'ing  every  foldier  about  four  hundred  pounds;  ' 
an  honourable  donative,  double  in  value  to  the  infamous  bribe  with 
^hich  Julian  had  purchafed  the  empire ''.    The  acclamations  of  the  deeUredeai. 
army  imMdiaidf  ftluied  Sefienn  vrith  the  name*  of  Auguftus,  PertU  ^^^^^^ 
MX,  mad  Emperor ;  and  he  thoe  attdMd  iIm  lofty  fiatioa  to  which  !5s*2P'* 

,    '  , ,  ^  '  A.  D.  tot. 

he  wtt  iavated  hf  coaieioas  meik  end  a  topg  tnio  ef  dRams  and  Apriiijn. 
omene*  the  fruitful  offspring  ekher  of  bis  fuperiHtioa  or  policy  '<>. 

The  new  candidate  fer  empire  faw  and  imj^oved  the  peculiar 
advantage  of  his  fituatioa*  His  pnmnee  extended  to  the  Julian  ' 
Alps*  which  gave  an  eafy  eccefs  into  Italy;  and  he  Mmembeted  tbe 
faying  of  Attguftus,  That  a  Pannonian  army  might  in  ten  days  ap« 
pear  in  fight  of  Rome  *'.  By  a  celerity  proportioned  to  the  grei»-  MmkiiMi 
nefs  of  the  occafion»  he  might  reafimably  hope  to  revenge  Pertinix,  ''^* 
pnniih  Julian,  and  receive  the  homage  of  the  fenate  and  people,  as 
thdr  lawful  emperor,  before  his  competitors,  feparated  from  Italy 
by  an  immenfe  trad  of  fca  and  land,  were  apprized  of  his  expe- 
dition, or  even  of  bis  election.    During  the  march^  he  icarody 
allowed  himfelf  any  moments  for  llcep  or  food  j  ever  at  tbe  bead 
his  columns,  he  inlinuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  andaffedHon 
of  his  troops,  preiTed  their  diligence,  revived  their  fpirits,  animated 
their  hopes,  and  was  well  fatisfied  to  (hare  the  hardfhips  of  the 
meaned  foldier,  whiift  be  kept  in  view  the  infinite  fuperiority  of 
his  reward. 

The  wretched  Julian  had  expe^ed,  and  thought  himfelf  prepared,  AdwuMito- 
to  difpute  the  empire  with  the  governor  of  Syria;  but  in  the  invin- 
tiblc  and  rapid  approach  of  the  rannonian  legions,  he  faw  his  ine- 
vitable ruin.  The  hafty  arrival  of  every  iiioircnger,  increafcd  his 
juft  apprchcnfions.  He  was  fucccffivcly  informed,  thatSeverus  had 
paired  the  Alps;  that  the  Italian  cities,  unwilling  or  unable  to  op- 
pofc  his  progrefs,  had  received  him  with  the  warmell  profeffions  of 
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joy  and  duty ;  that  the  impratant  place  of  Ravenna  had  fuirfoieivdi 
-^without  refifiaooe*  .fmlrlkiMhe  Hadriatic  fleet,  was  in  the  hands  of 
:  Ae  co];iqueror.  :  The  enemy  wat  oqpr  ^within  two  hundred  and  fifty 
iimkik^i^.lAomeit MfiiiWirf  jtwntfM'dijnjjnyflwd  the  mjaeqvr  fpan  of 
en 

SiJS'*"''  •  ?-flc. attempted,  howeri 
-  i '-;  ilntfir  niHe.Mpl^iiMlf|M#^^ 

'  i^ity.iiith^  dnavtfiKp^  p)(e|ia|i^ni  ^  ^  

•ras  if  thofe  lall  intrcnchments  could  be  defendedTfVtltfHIt  |ie|fe  dC 
icelief  againil  a  vidorioiis  invader.    Fear  and  fliame  prevented. tibie 
i|ruards  from  deferting  his  Quipdardi  but  they,tgtii^bl^  ,|U  the  name 
ll^tPannonlan  legions,  commanded  by  an  experienced  general, 
.         and  accuftomcd  to  vanquifh  the  barbarians  on  the  frozen  Danube 

They  quitted,  with  a  iV^h,  the  pleafures  of  the  baths  and  theatres* 
to  put  on  arms,  whole  iife  they  had  ahnoft  forgotten,  and  beneath 
the  weight  of  which  they  were  opprcfTed.  The  unpradlifed  elephants, 
whofe  uncouth  appearance,  it  was  hoped,  would  ftrike  terror  into 
the  army  of  the  nonli,  tlirew  their  unfkilful  riders  ;  and  the  awk- 
ward evolutions  of  the  inaiincs,  drawn  from  the  fleet  of  Mifenum, 
were  an  objedl  of  ridicule  to  ti)c  populace  ;  whilft  the  fenatc  cnjoyed» 
with  fccret  pleafurc,  the  diftrefs  and  weaknefsof  the  ufurpcr 
Hii  oncerttin  Every  motiou  of  Julian  betrayed  his  trembling  perplexity.  He 
infilled  that  Severus  Ihonid  be  declared  a  public  enemy  by  the  fe- 
nate.  He'  intreated  that  the  Pannonian  general  might  be  aflbciaced 
,  to  jKhe  empire.  He  fem  pi^Jfe  eaubifla^Qtl  of  GonfuUi;n|ik  to  oe. 
'  godate  with  his  rival;  he  diipi^ed  privvte  «flalBaf  to  ulse  away 
his  life.  He  deigned  that  t^iie  Veftal  idrgins,  and  all  the  college^ 
of  priefls,  ia,t^ir  ippeedotal  liihitii  and  hearing  |)efoi»  then  dK 
Itered  pledges;  <^  flie  Roman  religion,  Ihould  ad3|f«DK^.iii.fi)Iemj» 
prooeflioaf  to  meet  the  Ptaooniaa  Ifgioni  j  ajQd»  at  the  fame  timet 

'  he 
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he  vainly  tried  to  interrogate,  or  to  appeafe  the  fates,  by  magic  ce- 

remoniest  and  unlawful  facrifices  **. 

Sereniti  who  dreaded  ndther  hi*  arms  nor  has  enchantments,  ^p^^'^^ 
.ginwdfld  hini£;lf  firom  the  onlj  danger  of  fecret  confpiracy,  by  the  m, 
faithful  jut^dance  of  fix  hundred,  choien  men*  who  ne?er  qiutted 
his  perfim  or  their  cuiraflesi  either  hj  night  or  hj  day>  daring 
.the  whole  inarch.  Advancing  with  n  fteadj  and  ra[Md  ooarl<h 
he  paflbd,  without  difficulty,  die  defiles  of  the  Apcnnine,  received 
into  his  par^  the  troops  and  ambafladors  fent  to  retard  his  pragrelst  ' 
and  made  a  Ihort  halt  at  Interamnla  about  feventy  miles  frona 
Rome*  His  vi£lory  was  already  fecure  ;  but  the  defpair  of  the 
Prsetorians  might  have  rendered  it  bloody ;  and  Scvcrus  had  the 
laudable  ambitbn  of  afcending  the  throne  without  drawing  the 
fword        His  emiflaries,  difperfed  in  the  capital,  afTured  the 
guards,  lhat  provided  they  would  abandon  their  worthlefs  prince, 
and  the  j>crpetrators  of  the  murder  of  Pertinax,  to  the  juflicc  of  the 
conqueror,  he  would  no  longer  confider   tliat  mtlanclioly  event 
as  the  at\  of  the  whole  body.    The  faithlefs  I'rxtorians,  whofc  re- 
fiflancc  was  fupportcd  only  by  fallen  obllinacy,  gladly  complied 
with  the  eafy  conditions,  feizcd  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  airaffuis, 
and  fignified  to  the  fcnate,  that  they  no  lonf-jcr  defend  J  'he  caufe    '  • 
of  Julian.    That  affcmbly,  convoked  by  tl.c  confiK,  uiiam  nouily 
acknowledged  Severus  as  lawful  emperor,  decreed  divine  honours  to 
Pertinax,  and  pronounced  a  ieoteace  of  depoiuion  and  death  againd 
his  unfortunate  fiicceflbr.   Joliaa  was  eMidufied  into  a  private  apart-  *"<^  ^on- 

*■         demned  ind 

ment  of  the  baths  of  the  palace,  and  beheaded  as  a  common  criminal*  eiecwed  by- 
afler  hanng  purchafed,'  with  an  immeaie  tceafure*  an  anxious  and  ftmw. 
precarious  reign  of  only  fixty  fix  days       The  almoft  incredible  ^'juw' zl* 
expedition  of  Severus,  who,  in  fo  Ihort  a  fpaee  of  time,  condufked 
A  numerous  army  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube  to  thofe  of  the 
Tyber,  proves,  at  once  the  plenty  o/  provifions  produced  by  agr^ 
6  culture. 
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culture  and  commerce,  the  goodnefs  of  the  roads,  the  difcipUne  of 
the  legions,  and  the  indolent  fubdued  temper  of  the  provinces 
Difgrtceof       The  lirfl  cares  of  Severn*  were  beftowed  on  two  meafures,  the 
guifdi?*'* one  dictated  by  policy,  the  other  by  decency  ;  the  revenge,  and  the 
honours  due  to  the  memory  of  Pertinax.   Before  the  new  emperor 
entered  Rome,  he  ifliied  bU  eommandt  to  the  Pnetorun  guards, 
direAing;  them  to  wait  lua  arrival  on  a  large  plain  near  the  cityt 
without  armi,  but  hi  the  habitt  of  ceremony,  in  which  thej  irere 
accttftomed  to  attend  their  iovereigii.   He  waa  obeyed  1^  thofe 
haughty  troops,  whofe  contritioii  waa  the  cSc€t  6f  their  jnft 
terrors.   A  diofea  part  of  the  Ulyrian  army  enoompafled  Uiem 
with  levelled  fpeari*   Incapable  of  flight  or  reliftaiioe»  they  ex- 
pected their  fate  in  filent  conftemation.   Sevema  mounted  the 
tribunali  ftemly  reproached  them  with  perfidy  and  cowardice, 
diimifled  them  with  ignominy  firom  the  truft  they  had  betrayedi 
defpcnled  them  of  their  fplendid  omamentii  and  baniihed  themt 
on  pain  of  death,  to  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  mile*  from  the 
capital.   During  the  tran&£tion,  another  detachment  had  been  (eat 
to  leize  thdr  arms,  occupy  their  camp,  and  prevent  the  hafty 
«onfequencie8  of  thrir  defpair 
•JbAm!^     The  funeral  and  oonfecration  of  Pertinax  was  next  Iblemnized 
PcitiMx.     mih  every  circumftance  of  fad  magdficence       The  lenate,  widi 
a  melancholy  pleafure,  performed  the  laft  rites  to  that  excellent 
prince,  whom  they  had  loved,  and  ftill  regretted.    The  concern  of 
his  fucccfTor  was  probably  lefs  fincerc.    He  cfteemed  the  virtues  oi 
Pertinax,  but  thofe  virtues  would  for  ever  have  conBned  his  ambition 
to  a  private  iiaiion.    Sevenis  pronounced  his  funeral  oration  with 
iludicd  eloquence,  inward  fatisfadion,  and  well  aded  forrow  $  and 
by  this  pious  regard  to  his  memory,  convinced  the  credulous  mul- 
titude that  he  alone  was  worthy  to  fupply  his  place.  Senfible* 
however,  that  arms,  not  ceremonies,  mud  alTert  his  claim  to  the 

empire ; 
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empire;  he  left  Rome  at  the  end  of  thirty  dayt*  mdt  without 
differing  himfelf  to  be  elated  by  this  eafjr  vidory»  preptred  to  en- 
counter his  more  formidable  rivals. 

The  uncommon  abilities  aad  fortune  of  Scverus  have  induced  an  Succcfiof 

Scvtras 

elegant  hiftorian  to  compare  him  with  the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  •8*="'^ 

°  *  ger,  and  a- 

Cccfars  The  parallel  is,  at  leafl,  iinpcrfc(ft.  Where  fhal!  we  RjinAAlW- 
find,  in  the  charafter  of  Scverus,  the  coir.manding  fupcriority  of 
foul,  the  generous  clemency,  and  the  various  genius,  which  could 
reconcile  and  unite  the  love  of  plcafurc,  tlic  tlnrit  of  knowlciige, 
and  the  fire  of  ambition  *'  ?  In  one  inftance  only,  they  may  be  com- 
pared, with  fome  degree  of  propriety,  in  the  celerity  of  their  mo- 
tions, and  their  civil  v ivories.  In  Icfs  than  four  years  Severus  A.  D. 
iubdued  the  riches  of  the  eaft,  and  the  valour  of  the  weft.  He 
iranqui(hed  two  competitors  of  reputation  and  ability,  and  defeated 
nuraerons  armies,  prorided  with  weapons  and  difcipline  equal  to 
hit  own.  In  that  age,  the  art  of  fortification,  and  ibe  principles  q£ 
tsQicS)  were  well  nnderfiood  hj  all  the  Roman  generals ;  and  the 
conftant  fuperiority  of  Sererus  was  that  of  an  artift,  who  u£» 
Ae  fiune  inftrnmentt  with  more  ildll  and  indoftry  than  his  rivals. 
I  fhatt  not>  howerer,  enter  into  a  minnte  narrative-  <^  thefe  mili- 
tary operations;  but  as  the  two  dvil  wars  againft  Niger  and 
againft  Albinos,  were  almoil  the  lame  in  their  oondti^  event, 
and  confequenoes,  I  fliall  collet  into  one  point  of  view,  the  moft 
finking  circumfiances,  tending  to  develope  the  charader  of  the  con- 
qoeror*  and  the  (late  of  the  empire. 

Pallehood  and  infincerity,  unfuitable  as  they  feem  to  the  dignity 
of  public  tranfadlions,  offend  us  with  a  lefs  degrading  idea  of  mean-  JJfJJ^^** 
nefs,  than  when  they  ate  found  in  the  intercourfe  of  private  life. 
In  the  latter»  they  difi»ver  a  want  of  courage ;  in  the  other,  only  a 
defed  of  power ;  and,  as  it  is  impoflible  for  the  moft  able  ftatefmen" 
to  fubdue  millions  of  followers  and  enemies  by  their  own  perfonal 
ftreogth,  the  world,  under  the  name  of  policy,  feems  to  have 
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granted  them  a  very  liberal  indulgence  of  craft  a  nd  diflinni!;ition. 
Yet  the  arts  of  Severus  cannot  be  juftified  by  the  moft  ample  pri_ 
vilcges  of  ftate  rcafon.    Mc  promifcd  only  to  betray,  he  flattered 
only  to  ruin,  and  however  he  might  occafionally  bind  himfclf  by 
oaths  and  treaties,  his  confcience,  obfcquious  to  his  interest  always 
relcafcd  him  from  the  inconvenient  obligation 
lowaiJt  ■         If  thcfc  two  competitors,  reconciled  by  their  common  danger,  had 
advanced  upon  him  without  delay,  perhaps  Severus  would  have 
funk  under  their  united  effort.    Had  they  even  attacked  him,  at 
the  fame  time,  with  feparate  views  and  fepante  mrmtes,  the  conted 
might  hive  been  long  and.  doubtful.   9ut  they  fell*  fingly  and  fuo- 
ceiEvely,  an  eafy  prey  to  the  arts  as  well  as  arms  of  their  fubde 
enemy*  lulled  into  fecurity  by  the  moderation  of  his  pn>feflions«  and 
overwhelmed  by  the  rapidi^  of  his  adion.    He  firft  marched 
againft  Niger,  whole  reputation  and  power  be  the  moft  dreaded : 
but  he  dedined  any  hoftile  declarations*  fnpprefled  the  name  of  his 
antagoniftf  and  only  Qgnified  to  the  fenate  and  people,  his  intention 
of  regulating  the  eaftern  provinces.    In  private  he  fpoke  of  Niger, 
his  old  friend  and  intended  fucceflbr  **t  with  the  moft  affectionate 
regard,  and  highly  applauded  his  generous  defign  of  revenging  the 
murder  of  Pertinax.    To  punifh  the  vile  ufurper  of  the  throne 
was  the  duty  of  every  Roman  general.    To  pcrfcvere  in  arms,  and 
to  refifl  a  lawful  emperor,  acknowledged  by  the  fenate,  would 
alone  render  him  criminal        The  fons  of  Niger  had  fallen  into 
his  hand*  among  the  children  of  the  provincial  governors,  detained 
at  Rome  as  pledges  for  the  loyalty  of  their  parents  **,    As  long 
as  the  power  of  Niger  infpired  terror,  or  even  rclptd,  they  were 
educated  with  the  moft  tender  'care,  with  the  children  of  Severus 
himfelf;  but  they  were  foon  involved  in  their  father's  ruin,  and 
removed  fiiil  by  exile,  and  afterwards  by  death,  from  the  eye  .of 
public  compaffion  • 

Whilft 
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Whilft  Sevcrus  was  engaged  in  hU  eaftern  war,  he  kad  reafoa  to  JUJUJ**** 
apprehend  that  the  governor  of  Britain  might  paft  die  fea  and 
the  Alps,  occupy  the  vacaat  ftat  €£  empire,  and  oppofe  hia  febim 
with  the  authority  of  thee  leoftte  and  the  £»cei  of  the  weft.  The  - 
ambiguous  condudir  of  Albiiiiii»  in  not  affmning  die  Imperial  dtl^ 
left  room  for  negociation.  Forgetting,  at  once,  his  profeffions  of 
patriotiioit  and  the  j«|loufy  of  fovereign  power,  he  accepted  the 
precarious  rank  of  Cadar,  as  a  reward  for  his  &tal  neutrality* 
Till  the  fiift  oonteft  was  decided,  Sevems  treated  the  man  whom 
he  had  doomed  to  deftru£lion,  with  every  mark  of  efteem  and  re- 
gard. Even  in  the  letter,  in  which  he  apnonnced  his  yiCbixj  over 
Niger,  he  ilyles  Albinus  the  b(rother  of  .  his  (bul  aqd  empire,  fends 
him  the  affs&ionate  lalutadtes  of  his  wife  Julia,  and  his  joung  . 
family,  and  intreats  him  to  prcferve  the  armies  ,  and  the  .  republic 
faithful  to  their  common  intereft.  The  meffengers  charged  with 
this  letter,  were  infiroAed  to  tcoaft  the  Caeftr  with  refped,  to  dei 
fire  a  private  aadieoce,  and  to  plunge  thcar  daggers  into  his 
heart  The  eonfpiracy  was  dilboveted,  and  the  too  credukwa 
Altmms,'  at  length,  pafTed  over  to  the  contment*  and  prepared  fee 
an  vneqnal  eonteft  with  bis  rivalt  who  rulhed  upon  him  at  the  head 
of  a  veteran  and  vi£lorious  army. 

The  military  labours  of  Sevems  leem  inadeqnate  to  the  import'  or  ibc 
anoe  of  his  oonquefts.  Two  engagements,  the  one  near  the  Hellef- 
pent,  the  other  in  the  narrow  defiles  of  Cilicia,  decided  the  fate 
of  his  Syrian  competitor ;  and  the  troops  of  Europe  aflcrted  their 
ufuai  afcendant  over  the  efFeminatc  natives  of  Afia  *'.  The  battle 
of  Lyons,  where  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Romans  *"  were 
engaged,  was  equally  fatal  to  Albinus.  The  valour  of  the  Britifh 
army  maintained,  indeed,  a  fliarp  and  doubtful  eonteft,  with  the 
hardy  difcipline  of  the  Iliyrian  legions.  The  fame  and  perfon  of 
Severus  appeared,  during  a  few  moments,  irrecoverably  lofl,  till 
that  warlike  prince  rallied  his  fainting  troops,  and  led  them  on  to  a 
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dedfive  victory The  war  was  finiflicd  by  lhat  memorable 
day. 

decided  by  The  Civil  wars  of  modern  lulroJ■^e  have  been  difliuguiihed,  not 
bauJ«.  *°  only  by  the  fierce  animofity,  but  likewlle  by  the  obftinate  perfevc- 
rance  of  the  contending  factions.  They  have  generally  been  juf- 
tified  by  fome  principle,  or,  at  leaft,  coloured  by  fome  pretext,  of 
religion,  freedom,  or  loyalty.  The  leaders  were  nobles  of  indepen- 
dent property  and  hereditary  ihfluencei  The  troops  fought  like 
inen  intercfted  in  the  dccifiou  of  the  quarrel }  and  as  military  fpirit 
^nd  party  zeal  were  ftrongly  dtffufed  threaghout  the  whole  com- 
iminity,  *  "vtaqtiiflied  chief  %vm  imnedklely  fupplifld  with  new 
adherents,  eager  \o  flwd  th«ir  bkod  ia'  dk»  6arft  caiife.  <Biit  Ae 
Bmnaiis,  -alter  thb  fall  «f  the  repiibik»  iwimHaanl  oaSf  ibr  '(he 
thoice  of  nal^.  XJiQdet  ttie  fhuidard  «f  a  popnhur  candidate  ftr 
mpire,  *  ftw  iidifted  firooi  affedioa»  tee  from  fear»  nuuiy  from 
kitexeft,  none  fiom  ptSnciptei  Thar  IcgioM  iininflamed  Iby  paity 
tealf  >*ere  sHuted  into  civil  mar  bjr  Itbcnl  donatifaa^  «nd  ftiK 
nore  li|)ejgi^>|»rQmifca,  A  defica^  hf  difahlkig  ttie  chief  fiom  thd 
peribnBaoce  of  hia  engagtemcnta,  diflblved'  die  Mercenary  idAqgir 
ance  of  hit  foUowere ;  and  left  them  to  coofult  th«ir  own  hy 
a  timely  defertion  of  an  unfuocelsfvi  «a«fe.  It  vm  of  litde  aftoqwivi.t 
totlwprovinoeai  aadcririiofis  name  they  were  oppfefled  or  fDvernedt 
Aey  were  driven  by  the  impulfioQ  of  the  preient  powier,  and  aa 
fiMin  aa  that  power  yielded  to  n  fttperior  lorce*  they  haftened  to 
implore  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror,  -who,  as  lie  had  an  im- 
aienie  debt  to  dtfcbarge,  was  obliged  to  fucrifice  the  nM)(l  guilty 
countries  to  the  avarice  of  his  foldiers.  In  the  vaft  extent  of  the 
Roman  empire  there  were  few  fortified  cities,  ca;^i!)]e  of  proteding 
a  routed  army ;  nor  was  there  any  perfon,  or  family,  or  order  of 
Imen,  whofe  natural  intercfl,  unfupported  by  the  powers  of  govern** 
ment,  was  capable  of  reUoring  the  caufe  of  a  liakiog  party 
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Yet  in  the conteft  between  Niger  and  Severus,  one  city  dcferves  an  Sieg^tt 
honourable  exception.  As  Byzantiunx  was  one  of  the  greateA  padages 
from  Europe  into  Afia,  it  had  been  provided  with  a  ftrong  garrifon, 
and  a  fleet  of  #ve  kundred  T^fleb  andioicil  in  the  hailMr  The 
iiBpeloofity  of  SerenM  -difappointed  this  pnideot  (cheme  of  defence ; 
be  left  to  bis  gencnda  the  fiege  of  Byzmdmn,  forced  the  lefs  guarded 
paflage  df  Ae  He1]erpoiit«  and  impatient  of  a  neaner  enemy,  prefled 
forward  to  encounter  his  rival.  Byzantinm,  attackied  by  a  nmnenMia 
and  increafing  army*  xad  afterwardt  hj  the  whole  naTd  power  of 
the  em{Hrei  foftaided  a  fiege  of  three  yearai  and  remained  Aithfut 
to  the  name  and  memory  of  Niger.   The  citizens  and  Ibldiers  (we 
know  not  froor  ifbax  eanfe)  were  animated  with  equal  fury;  fb- 
veral  of  the  principal  ofteers  ef  Niger^  who  desired  d,  or  who 
difdained  a  patdon,  had'^Mewn-theafdlvcs'irtto  this  iaft  refuge : 
the  fordfications  were  efteemed  impregnahie*  and,  in  the  dcfeaoe  of 
the  place,  a  odebrated  engineer  di^ayed  M  the  mechanic  powers 
Icnownr  to  the  ancients  '\    ByzaQtlum»  at  lengdi,  farhendered 
fiimifle'.    The  magiftrates  and  foldicrs  were  put  to  the  fword,  th^ 
\ralls  dcmoliftied,  the  privileges  foppreflcd,  and  the  dcftined  capital 
of  the  eaft  fubfifted  only  as  an  open  village,  fubjed  to  the  infulting 
jurifdiftion  of  Perinthus.    The  h'tftorian  Dion,  who  had  admired 
the,  flourifhing,  and  lamented  the  defolatc  flate  of  Byzantium,  ac-* 
cufed  the  revenge  of  Severus,  for  depriving  the  Roman  people  of 
the  ftrongcft  bulwark  againft  tlic  barbarians  of  Pontus  and  Afia*'. 
The  truth  of  this  obfm'ition  \ras  but  too  well  juftified  in  the 
fuccceding  age,  when  the  Gothic  fleets  covered  the  Euxine,  and 
palTed  through  the  undefended  Bofphorus  into  the  center  of  the  Me^ 
diterrancan. 

Both  Niger  and  Albinus  were  difcovercd  and  put  to  death  in  Oeathiof 
their  flight  from  the  field  of  battle.     Their  fate  excittd  neither  AlbinB!"* 
furprife  nor  compafTion.    Tlicy  had  Aakcd  their  lives  a^ainft  the  C*-"*'*"^ 
chance  of  empire,  aiid  lufFcred  what  they  would  have  inilided »  theej»iiwim 
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nor  did  Sevenis  daim  the  arrogant  fuperioritx  of  faffefiii^  hi$ 
rivals  to  live  in  a  private  flatioD'.  But  his  .unfiMgiviog  teniper» 
fiimiilated  hj  avarioe>  indulged  a  fpirit  of  revenge/  where  there 
was  no  koom  feriapprehenfion.  The  ii)oft  confiderable  pf  the  ptom 
vindals*  vrho^  ivithout  any  <Kfiilce  to  the  fortunate  candi4ate,  had 
obejred  die  goternor,  under  whofc  authority  they  were  aockkataUjt 
placed,  were  punKhed  by  death,  exile,  and  efpeciaHy  by  the  coa- 
filcation  of.  their  cfiates.  Many  cities  of  the  eaft  were  fbipt  of  theis 
ancient  hobours,:  and  obliged  to  payj  into  the  treafury  of  Severus^ 
four  times  the  amount  of  the  funs,  contributed  by.  itfcm  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Niger'*.  :  .  ^•J  > 

An  moHty  Till  the  final  decifion  of  the  war,  the  cruelty  of  Severn*  was,  in 
•ga1oa"iJh«  ^omc  meafure,  retrained  by  the  uncertainty  of  the  event,  and  his 
feoatc.  pretended  reverence  for  the  fenate.  The  head  of  Albinus,  accom- 
panied with  a  menacing  letter,  announced  to  the  Romans,  that  he 
was  refolved  to  fpare  none  of  the  adherents  of  his  unfortunate  com- 
petitors. He  vs'as  irritated  by  the  juft  fufpicion,  iliat  he  had  never 
pofllflcd  the  affeilions  of  ihc  feuate,  and  he  concealed  his  old  male- 
volence under  the  recent  difcovery  of  fome  trealonable  correfpond- 
cnces.  Thirty-five  fenatora,  however,  accufed  of  having  favoured 
the  party  of  Albious,  he  freely  pardoned  ^  and  by  his  fubfequent 
behaviour,  endeavoured  to  convince  them,  that  he  had  forgotten, 
at  wdl  as  forgiven,  their  fuppofed  oiences.  But,  at  the  iame  ttme» 
be  condemned  forty-one  "  other  fenatorB,  whofe  names  hiftory  haa 
recorded  s  thdbr  wivesi  children,  and  clients,  attended  them  ia 
death,  and  the  nobleft  laovindals  of  Spain  and  Gaul  were  in- 
volved in  the  fame  ruin.;  Such  rigid  juffice,  for  fi>  he  termed  it^ 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  Severus,  die  only  condud  capable  of  enfur- 
ing  peace  to  the  people,  or  ftahOity  to  the  princes  and  he  con- 
defbeoded  llightly  to  lament,  that,  to  be  mild,  it  was  oeceflary  that 
he  fhoold  Bsft  be  cruel  *\ 
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.  The  true  intereft  of  ao  abfolute  monarch  generally  ooincidcfi  with  w^flom 
.  that  of  his  people.   Their  numbers,  their  wealth,  their  ori|er,  and  hi. 
their  fecurity,  are  the  heft  and  onljr  foundations  of  hia  real  greatnefs  '^^ 
and  were  he  totally  devoid  of  virtue,  prudence  might  fupply  ita 
place,  and  would  dilate  the  iame  rule  of  condufi.  Sevenis  con- 
fidered  the  Rooun  empire  as  his  property,  and  had  no  fooner  fe- 
cured  the  pofleffion,  than  he  beflowed  his  care  on  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  fo  valuable  an  acquifition.   SaluUcy  laws, 
executed  with  inflexible  firmnefs,  Cooa  correded  moft  of  the  abufea- 
"with  which,  fince  the  death  of  Marcus,  every  part  of  the  govern- 
ment had  been  infeded.    In  the  ad  m  I  n  i  H  ration  of  juiUce,  the  judge- 
ments of  the  emperor  were  charaderizcd  by  attention,  diicm* 
mcnt,  and  impartiality ;  and  whenever  he  deviated  from  the  Arid  line 
of  equity,  it  was  generally  in  favour  of  the  poor  and  opprefled; 
not  fo  much  indeed  from  any  fenfe  of  humanity,  as  from  the  natural 
propenfity  of  a  defpot,  to  humble  the  pride  of  greatncfs,  and  to  fink 
all  his  fubjeds  to  the  fame  common  level  of  abfolute  depend- 
ence.   His  cxpcnfive  tafte  for  building,  magnificent  fhows,  and 
above  all  a  conftant  and  liberal  diftribution  of  corn  and  provifions, 
were  the  fureft  means  of  captivating  the  affcOion  of  the  Roman 
people".    The  misfortunes  of  civil  dilcord  were  obliterated.    The  Gfn«»i 
calm  of  peace  and  profperity  was  once  more  experienced  in  the  pro-  fr'^^eriv. 
vinces,  and  many  cities,  reftored  by  the  munificence  of  Scverus, 
aflumed  the  title  of  his  colonies,  and  attefted  by  public  monuments 
their  giradtude  and  felicity       The  lime  of  the  Roman  arms  was 
revived  by  that  warlike  and  fuccefsful  emperor     and  he  boaAcd 
withajuft  pride,  that  having  received  the  empire  oppreffcd  with 
foreign  and  domei^  wata,  he  left  it  eftabltlhed  in  profound  uoiver. 
ial  and  honourable  peace. 

Although  the  wcnmds  of  civil  war  appeared  completely  healed,  ita  RrfmHon  ot 
mortal  poifon  fiiil  lurked  in  the  vitala  of  the  conftitution.   Severus  ^  f^"' 
pdOefled  a  confiderable  Aace  of  vigour  and  ability ;  but  the  daring 
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foul  of  the  firft  Gadar»  or  the  deep  policy  of  AuguAus,  were  ftucdf 
equal  to  the  talk  of  carbing  the  tnfeleoce  of  the  Tidorioui  Iq^ioiit. 

By  gratitude^  by  mifguided  policy,  by  feemtog  neceffity,  Sevemt 
WM  induced  to  rdax  the  nerves  c£  difcipline  *\  The  vioirf  of  hit 
Ibldiers  wis  flattered  with  the  honour  of  wearing  gold  rings  ;  Hum 
eafc  iodnlged  in  Hit  pemiffion  of  living  with  their  wives  in  the 
idleneft  of  quarters.  He  inereafed  their  pay  beyond  the  example 
of  former  times,  and  taught  them  to  exped,  and  loon  to  clum»  ex* 
traordintfy  donatives  on  every  public  occafion  of  danger  or  £e£' 
tivity*  ^ted  by  fucceTs,  enervated  by  luxury,  and  raifed  above 
the  level  of  fubjeds  by  their  dangerous  privileges  *\  they  ibon  be- 
came incapable  of  military  fatigue,  opprcfln  e  to  the  country,  and 
impatient  of  a  juil  fubordination.  Their  ofiScers  alierted  the  fupe- 
riority  of  rank  by  a  more  profufe  and  elegant  luxury.  There  is 
ftill  extant  a  letter  of  SevemSf  lamenting  the  licentious  Hate  of  the 
army,  and  exhorting  one  of  his  generals  to  begin  the  ncceflary  re- 
ibrmatioa  from  the  tribunes  themfelves;  fince,  as  he  juIUy  obferves, 
the  •fficer  who  has  forfeited  the  efteem,  will  never  comnund  the 
obedience  of  his  foldicrs  Had  the  emperor  purfuod  the  train  of 
rcfleftion,  he  would  have  difcovered,  that  the  pritnary  caufe  of  this 
general  corruption  might  be  afcrihcd,  not  indeed  to  the  example^ 
but  to  the  pernicious  indulgence,  however,  of  the  commander 
in  chief. 

Newefl»>  Prstorians,  who  murdered  their  emperor  and  fold  tlv:  em- 

Slfp'rSo.tfn  P'""^'         received  the  juft  punifhment  of  their  treafon  ;  but  the 
guaidi.        neccffary,  though  dangerous,  inftitution  of  guards  was  foon  re- 
ftortd  on  a  new  model  by  Sevcrus,  and  inereafed  to  four  times  the 
ancient  number        Formerly  thefe  troops  had  been  recruited  in 
Italy  ;  and.  as  the  adjacent  provinces  gradually  imbibed  the  foftcr 
.  •  manners  of  Rome,  the  levies  were  extended  to  Macedonia,  Noricum, 

and  Spain.    In  the  room  of  thefe  elegant  troops,  better  adapted  to 
the  pomp  of  courts  than  to  the  ufes  of  war,  it  was  cfiablifhed  by 
3  Severui>y 
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•Sevtriis,  that  from  all  the  legions  of  the  frontiers,  the  foldiers  moft 
diftinguiihed  for  ftrength,  valour,  and  fideUty»  ibould  be  occafionilly 
draughted  and  promoted,  as  an  honour  and  reward,  ioto  the  more 
eligible  ferviceof  the  guards*'.  By  this  new  inflitullon,  the  Italian 
youth  were  diverted  from  the  excrcifc  of  arms,  and  the  capital  was 
terrified  by  the  Arangc  afpcdl  and  m  inncrs  of  a  multitude  of  bar- 
barians. But  Sevcrus  flattered  himfclf,  that  the  legions  would  con- 
fider  the  chofen  Praetorians  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  mili- 
tary order ;  and  that  the  prcfent  aid  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  fuperior 
in  arms  and  appointments  to  any  force  that  could  be  brought  into 
the  field  againfl  them,  would  for  ever  crufh  the  hopes  of  rcbeUiop, 
and  fccurc  the  empire  to  himfelf  and  his  pofterity. 

The  jcommand  of  theic  favoured  and  formidable  troops  (boo  be-  The  efioe  of 
<aine  the  £rft  office  of  th«  emprp.  As  the  governmeat  Cegeap-  pr^fta.  - 
fated  into  military  defpotifm ,  the  Praetorian  prxfed,  who  in  bil  origin 
htA  botaa  Simple  captaiaof  the  guards,  was  placod*  not  00)7  ftt  the 
■Hmd  of  :tliie  army.  bHt  of  the  finaiion»  tod  evea  of  th^  law;  in 
«very  departmeat  of  admiaiftratioii,  ha  jneprdeoMd  the  pcHbot 
aad  merdled.  the  aiuhofity*  of  the  emperor.  The  firft  ptstfyCt  «hf> 
.enjoyed  aod  abufed  this*  inmeiife  power  waa  Phw^oiia,  ^  fiivoii- 
.rite  mioifter  of  Sevenis.  His  neigo  lafled  above  tern  year*,  till  the 
aaniage  of  hit  daughter  with  the  cideft  £»  of  ■  dbe  enperor,  which 
fecmed  to  aflure  bis  fortune,  proved  the  occa0oft  «tf  hi»«liia*%  The 
.animofutes  of  the  palacC}  by  irritating  the  ambition  and  alarming 
the  fears  of  Plautianus,  threatened  to  produce  a  revolution,  and 
obliged  the  en\peror,  who  Aill  loved  him,  to  confiint  Wth  reUiihuiee 
to  his  death  After  ihe  fall  of  Plautianus,  an  emioent  lawyem 
the  celebrated  Papinian,  .was  appointed  to  escctite  thc  mot^ey  o^ipe 

of  Prxtorian  praifetft. 

Till  the  reign  of  Severus,  the  virtue  and  even  the  good  fenfe  of  ^ 
the  cmperorb  had  been  dillinguiflied  by  their  zeal  or  affeded  revc-  "PP'rii^J  b/ 
reoce  for  thefcnate,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to  the  nice  frame  of  civil  pourm. 
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policy  inftltuted  by  Augudus.   But  the  youih  of  Severut  bad  been 
trained  in  the  implicit  obedience  of  camps,  and  his  riper  years  fpent 
in  the  defpotifm  of  militarj  command.    His  haughty  and  inflexible 
fpiric  could  not  difcover,  or  would  not  acknowledge,  the  advantage 
(of  preferring  an  intermediate  power,  however  imaginary,  between 
the  emperor  and  the  army.    He  difdained  to  profefs  himfelf  the 
"Tervant  of  an  aflcmbly  that  detefled  his  perfon  and  trembled  at  his 
■frown  ;  he  IfTued  his  commands,  where  his  requeft  would  have 
proved  as  effcQual  ;  allumed  thecondud  and  ftyleof  a  fovereign  and 
a  conqueror,  ami  cxercifed,  without  difguife,  the  whole  legiflative  as 
well  as  the  executive  power. 
Hw  naxini      The  viiflory  over  the  fenate  was  eafy  and  inglorious.    Every  eye 
ritd^Ki!^!*^'         every  pafhon  were  directed  to  the  fiipremc  magiflratc,  who  pof- 
fcflfed  the  arms  and  treafure  of  the  ftate  ;  whilll  the  fenate,  neither 
elected  by  the  people,  nor  guarded  by  the  military  force,  nor  ani- 
mated by  public  fpirit,  reftcd  its  declining  authority  on  the  frail  and 
crumbling  bafis  of  ancient  opinion.    The  fine  theory  of  a  republic 
infcnfibly  vaniflied>  and  made  way  for  the  more  natural  and  fub- 
(lantial  feelings  of  monarchy.    As  the  freedom  and  honours  of  Rome 
were  fneoeffively  communieaied  to  the  province*,  in  which  the  old 
gorerament  had  been  either  unkoown,  or  waa  remembered  with 
abhorrence,  the  tradition  cf  repabKcan  maxims  was  gradually  obK- 
terated.   The  Gredc  hiAorians  of  the  age  of  the  Antonines  ^*  ob- 
ferre,  with  a  malicious  pleafure^  that  although  the  (brerdgn  of  Rome» 
in  comptiance  with  an  obfUete  prqudice,  abftalned  from  the  name 
of  Idng,  he  poflefled  the  full  meafure  of  regal  power.   In  the  reign 
of  Sevenis,  the  fenate  was  filled  with  polifhed  and  eloquent  flam 
from  thccaftem  prorinces,  who  juAified  perfonal  flattery  by  fpecu- 
lative  principles  of  ferritttde.   Thefe  new  advocates  of  prerogative 
were  heard  with  pleafure  by  the  court,  and  with  patience  by  the 
people,  when  they  inculcated  the  duty  of  paflive  obedience,  and  de(- 
.  canted  on  the  ineviuble  miichiefs  of  freedom.   The  lawyer*  and 

the 


ijiyiiized  by  Googic 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  .  la^ 

the  hiftorians  concurred  in  teaching,  that  the  Imperial  authority  was 
held,  not  by  the  delegated  commifiion,  but  by  the  irrevocable  rcfig- 
ratlon  of  the  fenate ;  that  the  emperor  was  freed  from  the  reftraint 
of  civil  laws,  could  command  by  his  arbitrary  will  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  his  fubjeds,  and  might  difpofe  of  the  empire  as  of  his  pri- 
vate patrimony'".  The  moft  eminent  of  the  civil  lawyers,  and  par- 
ticularly Papinian,  P)iulus,  and  Ulpiao,  flouriihed  under  the  houfe 
of  Severus ;  and  the  Roman  jurifprudeace  having  clofely  united 
itfelf  with  the  fyilem  of  monarchjt  waa  fuppofed  to  have  attained 
kt  full  mattiritf  and  perfedion. 

The  wtaofonm  of  Sevemt,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  peace  and 
glory  of  hu  MigD»  torpite  the  crodties  by  whidi  it  had  been  inlco»  ' 
dtioed.  PoAeritj,  who  experienced  the  &tal  cflefib  of  Ida  nuadai  ' 
and  oDunple^  juftly  eonfidered  him  at  tbe  pniicipaLaiillKNr  of  the 
dfidioe  of  tbe  ^'m"^**  Empiic*  - 
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death  of  Sevcrus. — Tyranny  of  Caracalla. — Ufur Ra- 
tion of  Macrinus. — Fdlies  of  Elagabalusr-^irtues  of 
Akxmdef  Severus. — Licentkufmfs  af  tU  01^."^^^ 
nend  JiiOeof  tb$  Rman  Financiu. 

OmbuSk  I'm  ^HE  afccnt  to  greatnefs,  however  ftccp  and  dangerous,  may 
int^  X    entertain  an  a^Hve  fpirit  with  the  conrcioufners  and  exercife 

its  own  powers  ;  but  the  poffeffion  of  a  throne  could  never  yet 
afford  a  lafling  fatisfa^lion  to  an  ambitious  mind.  This  melan- 
choly truth  was  felt  and  acknowledged  by  Sevcrus.  Fortune  and 
merit  had,  from  an  humble  ftation,  elevated  him  to  the  firll  place 
among  mankind.  **  He  had  been  all  things,  as  he  faid  himfelf,  and 
•*  all  was  of  little  value  Diftraded  with  the  care,  not  of  ac- 
quiring, but  of  preferving  an  empire,  opprelTed  with  age  and  in- 
firmities, carelefs  of  fame  and  fatiated  with  empire,  all  his  pro- 
fpeds  of  life  were  clofed.  The  dcilre  of  perpetuating  the  greatnefs 
of  his  family,  was  the  only  remaining  wiih  of  bis  ambition  and 
paternal  tendemeft. 

nil  Wiethe  lilce  moft  of  the  Africans,  Severus  was  palHonately  addided  to 
tlie  Tain  fiudies  of  magic  and  dmnadon,  deeply  verfed  in  the  iater- 
pietatioa  of  dreami  and  omens,  and  perfe^ly  acquainted  with  the 
Icience  of  judicial  aftrology;  which,  in  almoft  every  age,  except  Ae 
prefeat,  has  maintained  iti  dominion  over  the  mind  of  man.  He 
had  loft  hu  firft  wife,  whilft  he  waa  governor  of  the  Lionnefe  Gaol 
In  the  choice  of  a  fecond,  he  fiiught  only  u>  conned  himfelf  with 
fome  favourite  of  fortune ;  and  as  feon  as  he  had  difcovered  that  a 
young  lady  of  Emela  in  l^ria  had  «  r^al  nathity,  he  (blidted,  and 
•    ••'         ft  obtained 
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obtained  her  hand*.    Julia  Domna  (for  that  was  her  name)  dcfervcd 
all  that  the  ftars  could  procnirc  her.    .She  prefervcd  to  an  advanced 
»gc  the  beauties  of  her  perfon  \  and  united  to  a  lively  imagination, 
.a  firmncfa  of  mind,  and  ftrength  of  judgment,  feldom  beftowed  on 
her  fex.    Her  amiable  qualities  never  made  any  deep  impreffion  on 
the  dark  and  jealous  temper  of  her  hufband;  but  in  her  fon's  reign, 
{he  adminidered  the  principal.  aiFaira  of  the  empire,  with  a  pru- 
dence, that  fupported  his  authority  {•  aad  wit&  a  moderation,  that 
fotnetimes  corre£led  JMS-^d'CSCmVigaildct*.    Julia  appUed  herfelf 
to  letters  and  philoTophy,  inA  tbmt  fucceS^  and  great  reputation. 
She  was  the  patrooeA  d£  every  art,  and  the  fntoA  ot  evtrf  maa  of 
fdiiiM'.  'The  gratelol  fkktery  of  lihe  Icamed'  hat.  cdehtiMd  htr 
merit;  but  if  we  may  crefltt  the  icaadal  of  ancient  hUWcy^  «bafiit^ 
inras  not  Ae  fiivounte  yhrtose  of  the  emprefs  Jtilk*. 
'  Two  foa9t  Ciracalla.*  and  Geta*  weie  the  fmk  of  t&ia  miinig^  Tkfr  two 
and  t)ie  diefttned  heira  of  lihe  empire.  The  Ibnd  liope*  df  ihe  &iher,  ^qS^"* 
and  of  the  Rbmait  world,  were  fixm  dtfiqppQinted  by  thefe  iwQr 
youthtf  who  ^Iphyed  the  indolent  iecuiiiy  of  ^erediliry  ptinaca  i; 
and  a  prefnaption  that  fortune  would  fupply  the  place  of  acfit  and 
application.    Without  any  emuhrtion  of  virtlK  or  tdenlff  dwf  ^f* 
covered,  almoft  from  their  infancy*  a  fixed  and  implacable  aoUpa* 
thy  for  each  other.    Their  averfion,  confirmed  by  years,  and  ib*  Their  matoat 
mented  by  their  intercfted  favourites,  broke  out  in  childilh,  and  2i!di«taw 
gradually  in  more  ferioua  competitions  ;  and  at  length  divided  the 
theatre,  the  circus,  at^d  the  court,  into  two  fai^ions ;  actuated  h^ 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  their  refpedive  leaders.    The  prudent  em- 
peror endeavoured,  by  every  expedient  of  advice  and  authority,  tth 
aHay  this  growing  nnimofity.    The  unhappy  difcord  of  his  fons 
clouded  all  his  profpcdls,  and  threatened  to  overturn  a  throne  ralfed 
with  fo  much  labour,  cemented  with  fo  much  blood,  and  guarded 
with  every  defence  of  arms  and  treafure.    With  an  impartial  hand. 
ht  maiotaincd  between  them  an  exaift  balance  of  favour,,  conferred. 

&  2.  otk 


Digitized  by  Google 


iSi  T.HB  DECLINE  AMD  FALL 

OD  both  the  rank  of  Auguftus,  with  the  revered  name  of  Antonimnu 
tim  wfe*  ^^^^      Roman  world  beheld  three  emperors Yet 

•••••  even  this  equal  conduct  ferved  only  to  inRame  the  coateft,  whilft  the 

fierce  Caracalla  aGTertcd  the  right  of  primogeftiture,  and  the  milder 
Geu  courted  the  affedUoas  of  the  people  and  Uie  Ibldim.  la  the 
aoguilh  of  a  diiappoint^  father,  Smms  fonloM,  that  the  wate 
«f-  liift  £«•  woaU  ikU  a  ftcrifice  lo  tl|e  ftioiget ;  wIuh  in  hit  turn, 
ipould  be  luiMd  by  h»  own  mt  *'. 

ATpTffft.    aamvefioDof  the  province  bj  the  baibariaM  of  the  North,  waara- 
oeiveA.  with  (leifnrc  bf  Semrm.  Thmigh  the  vigUanoe  of  hi« 
ligHrnanW  nUght  have  been  fiiffident  lo  vepd  the  diftant  enemy* 
ht  rtfolTptf  to  enbcace  die  hoaoiirable  pretext  of  withdrawing 
hk  fima  fimn  the  luxury  of  Rome,  which  enervated  their  minds 
and'  tRiMied  ihdr  paffioo^  and  of  inuring  their  youth  to  the 
toiU  of  Wtf  and  gpvcimment.   Notwithftanding  his  advanced  age 
(for  he   was  above  three-fcore),  and   his  gout,  which  obliged 
him  to  he  carried  in  a  Utter,  he  tranfported  himfelf  in  perfou 
tntt>  that  remote  ifland,  attended  by  his  two  fons,   his  whole 
court,  and  a  formidable  army.    He  immediately  paffed  the  walls 
of  Hadrian  and  Antoninus,  and  entered  the  enemy's  country, 
with  the  defign  of  completing  the  long  attempted  conqueft  of 
Britain.    He  peiietrated  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  ifland, 
without  meeting  an  enemy.    But  the  concealed  ambufcades  of  the 
Caledonians,  who  hung  unfcen  on  the  rear  and  flanks  of  his  army, 
the  coldnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  feverity  of  a  winter  march  acralh 
the  hills  and  morafles  of  Scotland,  are  reported  to  htTO  coft  the 
Romans  above  fifty  thouland  men.   Hie  Galedoniani  at  length 
yieUled  to  the  powerful  and  obfiinate  attack,  feed  for  peace,  and  fur- 
rendered  a  part  of  their  anni,  and  a  hurge  traft  of  teiritory.  But 
their  apparent  fubmiffion  hfted  no  tenger  than  the  pielent  terror* 
Ai  ibon  at  the  Roman  Iqgtnis  had  retired,  they  leiuned  thet^ 

inde* 
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Independence.  Their  rcftlefs  fpirit  provoked  Severaa  to  fend  a  new 
army  into  Caledonia,  with  the  moil  bloody  ordersi  not  to  fubdue 
but  to  extirpate  the  natives.  They  were  fkyed  by  the  death  of  their 
haughty  enemy  '*. 

This  Caledonian  war,  neither  marked  by  decifivc  events,  nor  at-  PianlaaA 
tended  with  any  important  confequences,  would  ill  deferve  our  at- 
tentton ;  but  it  is  fuppofed,  not  without  a  confiderable  degree  of 
probability,  that  the  invafion  of  Severus  is  conneded  with  the  moft 
fliining  period  of  the  Britifh  hiftory  or  fable.  Fingal,  whofe  fame, 
with  that  of  his  heroes  and  bards,  has  been  revived  in  our  language 
by  a  recent  pablication}  is  faid  to  have  commanded  the  Caledonians  at 
diat  memonUe  junAore,  to  haie  dnded  die  pdwer  of  Severas,  and 

to  have  obtaiiKd  a  viaoffyon  the  baaka  of  dicGinin,  in  which 
the  fim  of  JO^  tftbe  WMd,  GmenI,  fled  from  hit  arms  aloog  the 
fields  of  hit  pride".  Something  of  a  doubtful  mill  ftiU  haogs  oter 
ttaefeHigUaiidtnditioiii;  nor  can  it  be  entirely  difpdled  by  the  moft 
iogenioaa  idearchea  of  modem  critidfin  **:  hot  if  we  could,  with  ContraHor 
iaftty»indulgethepieaanffa|ipofitlonthatFmgalUved,aadtfaatOai^  nimf*^ 


ittngi  the  flriking  contrail  of  the  fituatioo  and  mannera  of  the  con* 
tending  nations  might  amuie  a  philolbpluc  mind*  The  parallel  would 
be  little  to  the  adtantage  of  the  more  civilized  people,  if  we  compared 

the  unrelenting  revenge  of  Severus  with  the  geoeious  demency  of 
I'lngal ;  the  timid  and  bruul  cruelty  of  Caracalla,  with  the  bravely, 

the  tendernefs,  the  elegant  genius  of  Offian;  the  mercenary  chiefs 
who,  from  motives  of  fear  or  intereft,  ferved  under  the  Imperial  ftand* 
ard,  with  the  freebom  warriors  who  ftarted  to  arms  at  the  voice  of  the 
king  of  Morven ;  if,  in  a  word,  we  contemplated  the  untutored  Cale- 
donians, glowing  with  the  warm  virtues  of  nature,  and  the  dege- 
Ofrate  Romans,  polluted  with  the  mean  vices  of  wealth  and  flavcry. 

•  The  declining  health  and  laft  illnefs  of  Severus  inflamed  the  wild  AvUdoaaf 
ambition  and  black  paffions  of  Caracalla's  foul.    Impatient  of  any 
dday  or  dififion  of  empire,  he  attempted,  more,  than  once,  to 

ihortea 
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fliorten  the  fmall  rcmaintlcr  of  his  father's  days,  and  endeavoured^ 
but  without  fuccefs,  to  excite  a  mutiny  amou;;  the  troops  ".  The* 
old  emperor  had  often  ccnfured  the  mifguidcd  lenity  of  Marcus, 
.  who,  by  a  fingle  adl  of  jufticc,  might  have  favcd  the  Romans  from 
the  tyranny  of  hit  worthiefs  Con,  Placed  in  the  fame  Htuation,  he 
experienced  bow  eafily  the  ligoinr  of  a  judge  di/Iblvet  away  in  th& 
Iffnderncfr  of  a  parent.  He  delH>c»M»  fc^  tlirqpitened,  bqt  he  coold 
Bot  puaalh i  and  dw.laft  and  only  M|a/ace  of  mercy,  qipre 
tal  ID  the  coapiK  than  a  loag  feriet  oC  ouelty  '\  The  ^iibidcr  «|( 
his  auod  untated  the  pains  of  his  body;  Iw  wiflM4  Uapaticpdy  ^ 


Death  of  s«-  dntht  aod  hafteoed  th<  tafiaot  of  it  by  Ifif  impaticace*  He  ex* 
ccCm  of  hu  pir^  at  York  m  the  iaxty^fiftfa  year  of  his  wd  in  the  dght^tl* 
a!  i>?Mi.  «f  a  gtMrious  and  lycoel^l  reigOr  III  his  ^ft  momcfits  he  recops-* 
4ikFebrniy.  ooDfiord  to  his  foos*  and  his  fona  to  Uie  army.   The  Uhk* 

tuf  advice  iie?er  reached  the  heart*  or  even  the  imderflaodin^  oC 
^  iapetiaofa  yoDthsi  but  the  laoie  obedieat  troofis,  quuidftil  of 
their  oath  of  aUe|^aiice,:afid  of  the  authority  of  thei»  deeeafed  Aaflcr» 
lefifled  the  (blicitatioiia  of  GsncaUa,  aad  pfodaimed  both  brothen 
eroperoes  of  Rome.  The  new  priaees  fixm  left  the  Gdcdonians  m 
peace,  cetafoed  to  the  capital,  celebrated  their  fiohcff's  funeral  witb 
divine  honours,  and;  were  dieccfuUy  acknowledged  as  lawful  Save^ 
veigas  by  the  leoat^  the  pec^le,  and  the  provinces.  Some  pr^» 
eminence  of  raitk  feems  to  have  been  allowed  to  the  elder  brother  % 
bat  they  botk  adinini|eoed  the  eaapave  with  cqjoal  and  iadependeal 
power 

jcihufy  and  ^  divided  form  of  gOfCBMacot  would  liave  proired  a  Iburce 

of  diicord  between  the  moft  affedtonate  brothers.  It  was  impoffible 
that  it  could  long  fijbfift  between  two  implacable  enemies,  who  nei- 
ther defired  nor  could  truft  a  reconciliation.  It  was  vifiblc  that  oi^c 
only  could  reign,  and  that  the  other  muft  fall  ;  and  each  of  them 
judging  of  his  rival's  defigns  by  liis  own,  guarded  his  life  witli  the- 
mod  jealous  vigilsace  ixum  the  repeated  attacks  of  poifon  or  the 

£wordk. 
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iWocd.  Thdr  rapid  jQiiinie7  through  Gaid  and  lidft  fluriikg  whkh 

thejr  never  eat  at  the  fiune  table,  or  flept  in  the  fiiau  honle,  daC> 

ptayed  10  the  pto>inMa  the  odioat  liiedlaele  of  fraternal  dUcocd. 

On  their  arrival  at  Rome,  they  immediately  divided  thd  vdft  eaa- 

teat  of  the  Imperial.' pdaOr  ".    No  commnnicatian  mt  alloWcd  '  • 

between  their  apartments ;  the  doors  and  paflages  were  diligentlj 

ftrttfied,  and  guards  pofted  -and  relieved  vtth  the  fame  ftridnefs  m 

in  a  befieged  place.    The  emperors  met  only  in  public,  in  the  pff0> 

fence  of  their  afRiaed  jBothert  and  caeh  ftimNindcd  fay  a  tnaimm 

train  of  armed  followers.   Even  on  thefe  occafiona  of  ceremonyt 

the  diffimulation  of  coorta  ooold  ill  di%ttiie  the  ranooar  of  tfaieir 

hearts 

This  latent  civil  war  already  diftrafted  the  whole  government,  FraltleTt  ne* 
when  a  fcheme  was  fuggefted  that  feemed  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  fitTdi'^"th!I 
hoftile  brothers.    It  was  propofcd,  that  fince  it  was  impoflihle  to  ^^P'".^^ 
xcconcilc  their  minds,  they  fhould  fcparatc  their  intereft,  and  divide 
the  empire  between  them.    The  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  al- 
ready drawn  with  fome  accuracy.  It  was  agreed,  that  Caracalla,  as  the 
cider  brother,  (hould  remain  in  pofTefllon  of  Europe  and  the  weflcrn 
Africa  ;  and  that  he  fhould  relinquifli  the  fovereignty  of  Afia  and 
Egypt  to  Gcta,  who  might  fix  his  refidcnce  at  Alexandria  or  Anti- 
och,  cities  little  inferior  to  Rome  itfelf  in  wealth  and  grcatnefs ; 
that  numerous  armies  ihould  be  conftantly  encamped  on  either  fide 
of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  to  guard  the  frontiers  of  the  rival 
monarchies;  and  that  the  fenators  of  European  extraftion  {hould  ac- 
knowledge the  fovercign  of  Rome,  whilft  the  natives  of  Afia  fol- 
lowed the  emperor  of  the  Haft.    The  tears  of  the  emprefs  Julia 
interrupted  the  negociatton,  the  firft  i^ea  of  which  had  filled  every 
Roman  breaft  with  furprife  and  indignation.   The  mighty  mafs  oif 
eonqueflwat  fo  intimately  united  by  the  hand  of  time  and  policy, 
that  it  required  the  mofl:  forcibteViolence  to  rend  it  afander.  This 
Romans  had  reafon  to  dread,  that  the  disjointed  members  would  foon 

be 
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be  reduced  by  a  civil  war  under  the  dominion  of  one  mafter ;  but 
if  the  fc-paration  was  permanent,  the  divifion  of  the  provinces  muft 
terminate  in  the  diflolutioa  of  aa  empice  whoTe  unity  had  hitherto 
remained  inviolate 

Murder  of        Had  the  treaty  been  carried  into  execution,  the  fovereign  of  Europe 
A.D.  SIS.    would  foon  have  been  the  conqueror  of  Afia ;  but  Caracal  la  obtained 
STi^Mn-        cafier  though  a  more  guilty  victory.    He  artfully  lillcncd  to  his 
mother's  entreaties,  and  confented  to  meet  his  brother  in  her  apart- 
.aaent,  on  terms  of  peace  and  reconciliauon.  '}n  the  aidft  of  their 
convedjuiona  Gmm  centurions,  who  had  contrived  t6  conceal  thero^ 
Mich.  nHhtd  vidfcdtawn  fvoria'apoo  tlie.ttnfbrtwiate  Geta.  Hii 
diftraded  mother  ftrove  to  ptoted  him  in  her  armt ;  hat  in  the  nnn- 
,T«iling  finigf  te/  fii«  mi  wontidcd  in  the  -hMid^  Md*  cortfred  witb 
jikfi  hlo«d  of  her  jounger  fbo*  while  ihe  &w  the  elder  ttuaitiu^  and 
alBftiiig"  thefury  of  theaflaffiitt.  Aa  fiiaiiia»the.deBdivatperpe» 
Hated*  Giracalla.  with  hafty  flepi  and  hoaor  in'  hii.eonnteoanoeb 
m  tmmidt  the  Pnttorian  camp  at  hit  oolf  ^diige^  and  thveir  hi^ 
ielf  on  the  ground  befbce  the  fiatue*  off  the  tutelar  dcidea*'.  The 
ibidicrs  attempted  to  raife  and  comfort  him.    In  brc^cen  and  dtP- 
oidered  words  he  informed  them  of  his  imminent  danger  and  fon- 
tunate.  efcape ;  infmuated  that  he  had  prevented  the  dciigns  of  hts 
cnem;»  and  declared  hia  refolution  to  live  and  die  with  his  faithful 
troops.    Geta  had  been  the  favourite  of  the  foldiers  ;  but  complaint 
■was  ufclefs,  revenge  was  dangerous,  and  they  ftill  reverenced  the  fon 
of  SeveniSa    Their  difcontent  died  away  in  idle  murmurs,  and 
Caracalla  foon  convinced  them  of  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  by  diftri- 
buting  in  one  lavifli  donative  the  accumulated  treafures  of  his  fatherV 
reign  *'»    The  real  Jcntimcnti  of  the  foldiers  alone  were  of  import- 
ance to  bis  power  or  fafcty.     Their  declaration  in  his  favour, 
commanded  the  dutiful  profeJfuMs  of  the  fenate.    The  obfequious 
aflemUy,  was  always  prepared  JCo  ratify  the  decifion  of  fortune ; 
hm  aa  Chwalla  iwflicd  to  afliwge  the  firft  emotioaa  of  public  indig- 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  13; 

nation  the  name  of  Geta  was  mentioned  mth  decency,  and  he  re- 
ceived the  funeral  honours  of  a  Roman  emperor**.  Pofterity,  in 
pity  to  his  misfortune,  has  caft  a  veil  over  his  vices.  Weconfider 
that  young  prince  as  the  innocent  vidim  of  his  brother's  ambition, 
without  recollcding  that  he  himfclf  wanted  power  rather  than  ia- 
,   chnation  to  confummate  the  fame  attempts  of  revenge  and  murder. 

The  crime  went  not  unpunifhed.    Neither  bufinefs,  nor  pleafure,  RemorfetaJ 
nor  flattery,  could  defend  Caracalla  from  the  ftlngs  of  a  guilty  con-  ^SSol, 
Icience;  and  he  confefled,  in  the  anguifli  of  a  tortured  mind,  that 
liw  dl^inlered  fancy  often  beheld  the  an^ry  forms  of  his  father 
and  hit  biottwr  rifmg  into  life,  to  threaten  and  upbraid  him 
The  confcburnefs  of  hit  erime  Ihould  have  induced  him  to  convince 
nknkiiul,  by  the  virtueaof  hia  reign,  that  the  bloody  deed  had  been 
the  ioToliimary  effeft  of iaUlneceffity.  But  the  repentance  of  Cara- 
calla only  prompted  him  to  femore  from  the  world  whatever  could 
lemtnd  him  of  hia  guilt,  or  recall  the  memory  of  hb  muidend  bro- 
ther. .  On  his  return  liom  the  ieuate  to  the  palaces  he  found  hia 
mother  in  the  company  of  fevenl  noble  matrona,  weeping  over  Ae 
untiflady  fate  of  her  younger  fim.  The  jealous  empmr  threatened 
them  with  uflant  death;  the  feoience  was  executed  agatdft  Fadilla. 
the  laft  remaining  daughter  of  the  emperor  Marcus;  and  even  the 
afflided  Julia  was  obliged  to  filence  her  Umentations,  tofuppieft 
her  fighs,  and  to  receive  the  aflaflin  with  fmiles  of  joy  and  appro- 
bation.    It  was  computed  that,  under  the  vague  appellation  of  the 
friends  of  Geta,  above  twenty  thoulknd  perfons  of  both  iexes  fuf- 
fered  death.    His  guards  and  freedmcn,  the  minifter*  of  his  lerl. 
ous  bufinefs,  and  the  companions  of  hfs  loofer  hours,  thofe  who  by 
his  intcrea  had  been  promoted  to  any  commands  in  the  army  or 
provinces,  with  the  long-conneded  chain  of  their  dependants.  Were 
included  in  the  profcription  ;  which  endeavoured  to  reach  every  one 
who  had  maintained  the  fmallcd  corrcfpondcnce  with  Geta,  who 
JMieoted  his  death,  or  who  even  mentioned  his  name  Helvius 
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PertHiax,lba  to  *C  pnace  of  that  name,  loft  his  life  by  an  unfcafon- 
l(ble  vitddfni  it  was  a  fufficient  crime  of  Thrafea  Prifcus,  to 
be  6doeaM  ftom  a  family  io  which  the  lo?e  of  liberty  feemed  aa 
hotdiliry  quality  The  particular  caufes  of  calumny  and  fufpi- 
doa  mae  at  IcQgth  CKhauAads  «nd  when  a  ienator  wa«  accufed  of 
bdag  a  feewtcomy  to  the  govern«ent,  the  emperor  was  fatisfied 
vkh  the  general  proof  that  he  was  a  man  of  property  and  virtue. 
From  this  wdHsnwoded  priaciple,  he  frcqueoUy  drew  the  moA 

bloody  infierencn. 

The  CKCUtion  of  fo  many  innocent  citizens  was  bewailed  by  the 
fccret  tears  of  their  friends  and  families.    The  death  of  Papinian, 
Ae  PrSEtorian  prxfed,  v;as  lamented  as  a  public  calamity.  During 
the  laft  fcven  years  of  Sevcrus,  he  had  cxercilcd  the  moft  important 
office  of  the  ftatc,  and  by  his  falutary  influence,  guided, the  empe- 
ror's fteps  in  the  paths  of  juftice  and  moderation.    In  full  afluraectr 
of  his  virtue  and  abilities,  Severus,  on  his  dcath4>ed,  had  cooj^Md  him 
to  watch  over  the  profperity  and  union  of  the  Imperial  Ikmily  The 
honeft  labours  of  Papinian,  Tervedonly  to  inflame  the  hatred  which 
Caracalla  had  already  conceived  againft  hi*  fatlier*a«inii«r.  After 
the  murder  of  G  eta,  the  prssfea  was  cfwunandrri  to  exert  die  powera 
of  his  {kill  and  eloquence  inaflMdifid  apology  for  thatatrocioua 
*lccd.   The  phUofophic  Seneca  had  ooodefixBded  to  oonpofe  a  fiiM- 
lar  epiftlc  lo  the  feaatfi,  Sa  die  aame  of  the  ion  and  afliflui^f  Agrip- 
pica ;  "  That  ic  wa»  eafier  loaDB«dt  than  to  juftify  a  parridde,** 
was  the  glonous  reply  of  Papinian     who  did  not  hcfiiate  between 
ihe  ]o6  of  life  and  diat  of  honour.  Such  intvepid  virtue^  wfaieli 
had  t&afcA  patt  «id  uofuIUed  from  die  intrigues  of  cooici,  di» 
habitaof  httfuKft,  Md  the  arts  of  hta  poofefiiaa,  reflefts  movehiUfe 
M  Ac  memocy  cf  Fkpinian,  dian  aU  his  great  employnieBts,  hia 
numefouaawttioga*  and  die  fuperior  iqintttion  as  a  lawyer,  whiok 
he  m&fud  thsoiigh  every  age  nf  die  Roman  jurifpcudenoe 
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Tt  had  hitherto  been  the  peculiar  felicity  of  the  Romans,  and  in  'I'  m^y 

the  worft  of  times  their  cunlolation,  that  the  virtue  of  the  einpc-  ""•^'^ 

_ .  whole  tm» 

ror8  was  active,  and  their  vice  indolent.    Auguftus,  Trajan,  Ha-  pirc, 

drian,  and  Marcus,  vifited  their  extcntive  domiaiuiis  in  pcrfon,  and 
their  progrefs  was  marked  by  a£ti  of  wildom  and  beneficence. 
The  tynnnj  of  Ttbcrint^  Nere^  and  fionuttaa,  who  refided  almoft 
'omAuidy  at  Rome^  or  in  the  adjaceoc  viU«ri»  wateenBned  to  the 
fiuMMtul  add  cqneftriaA  cvden".  But  Guracilla  was  ih«  oom- 
mon  tnaay  of  mankuid.  He  left  the  capital  (and  he  aevcr  xetiit oed . 
to  it)  about «  year  tfter  the  murder  of  Oeta.  The  reft  of  hb  leign  A.  D.  aij. 
WM  fpeat  in  the  feveral  proriiicea  of  t^  emptret  particularly-  tbak 
of  the  Eafl,  and  emy  proviQce  was  by  turns  the  fceneof  his  rapine 
iad  cnsdty.  The  fenators  oMSpdled  by  fear  to  attend  his  capridons 
motions^  were  obliged  to  provide  daily  entertainments  at  an  immenib 
cxpence,  which  he  abandoned  with  contempt  tO  bu  guaidi;  and  to  '  '  ' 
erea,  in  every  city,  magnificent  palaces  and  theatres,  whi^  he  ^ 
ther  difdained  to  vifnr,  or  ordered  to  be  immediately  throwti  down. 
The  moft  wealthy  families  were  ruined  by  partial  fines  and  confif. 
cations,  and  the  great  body  of  his  fuhjedts  oppreiStd  by  in^aious 
and  aggravated  taxes  In  the  midll  of  peace,  and  upon  the 
flighteft  provocation,  he  ilTued  his  commands,  at  Alexandria  in 
Egypt,  for  a  general  mairacrc.  From  a  fecurc  port  in  the  temple 
of  Serapis,  he  viewed  and  dirc<flcd  the  flaughtcr  of  many  thoufand 
citizens,  as  well  as  ftrangcrs,  without  diftinguifliing  cither  the  num- 
ber or  the  crime  of  the  fufFerers;  fince,  as  he  coolly  informed  the 
folate,  a//  the  Alexandrians,  thofc  who  had  pcrillied  and  thofe  who 
had  elcaped*  were  alike  guilty  '  * 

The  wife  inflraaions  of  Serenis  never  made  any  lafting  impref-  R^'awtiMi 
fiqii  on  the  miod  of  his  fen,  who,  although  not  deftitute  of  imagi-  ^^^^ 
nation:  and  eloquence,  was  equally  devoid  of  judgment  and  huma* 
nity       One  dangerous  maxim,  worthy  of  a  tyrant,  was  remem- 
bered and  abded  by  Caracalla,  *'  To  ficute  the  affeOions  of  the 
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**  army,  and  toeftcem  the  reftof  htafbbjeds  as  of  little  moment 
But  the  liberality  of  the  father  had  been  reftmined  by  prudence, 
and  hii  indulgeiice  to  the  troope  tempered  by  firmneft  and  autho- 
rity. The  carelela  profiifion  of  the  Ibn  wai  the  policy  of  oae  reigo, 
and  the  ine?itab1e  ruin  both  of  the  army  and  of  the  empire.  The  vi- 
gour of  the  fiildierst  iiifiead  of  being  confirmed  by  die  levere  di(ci- 
pline  of  campa.  melted  away  in  the  luxury  of  cities.  The  ezce(> 
'fiveincreale  of  their  pay  and  daaatim'*  exhaufted  the  ftate  to 
enrich  the  miliury  order*  whofe  modefty  in  peace,  and  (ervice  in 
war,  is  beft  fecured  by  an  honourable  poverty.  The  demeanor  of 
Caraealla  was  haughty  and  full  of  pride ;  but  mth  the  troops  he 
forgot  even  the  proper  dignity  of  his  rank,  encouraged  their  info- 
lent  familiarity,  and  ncgleding  the  elFential  duties  of  a  general,  af- 
fedled  to  imitate  the  drcfs  and  manners  of  a  conmion  loldier. 

It  was  irapoffible  that  fuch  a  charadcr,  and  fuch  a  conduifl  2» 
that  of  Caraealla,  could  infpirc  cither  love  or  eflcetn  ;  but  as  long 
as  his  vices  were  benclicial  to  the  armies,  he  was  fecure  from  the 
danger  of  rebellion.  A  (ecret  confpiracy,  provoked  by  his  own  jea- 
loufy,  was  fatal  to  the  tyrant.  Hie  Praetorian  praefedure  was  di^ 
vided  between  two  miniftexs.  The  military  department  was  in- 
trufied  to  Adventuti  an  experienced  rather  than  an  able  foldier ;  and 
the  ovU  affiftirB  were  tranfaded  by  Opiltus  Macrinus,  whoi  by  hit- 
dexterity  in  buiuiefB»  had  raifed  himfelf,  with  a  fair  cfaarader,  t» 
.that  high  office.  But  his  Civour  varied  with  the  caprke  of  the  em^ 
.peror,  and  his  life  might  depend  on  the  flighted  fufpicion^  or  the 
moft  cafual  circumftance.  Malice  or  fanaticifm  had  fuggefted  to  an 
African,  deeply  {killed  in  the  knowledge  of  futurity,  a  very  dan** 
gerous-  prediftion,  that  Macrinus  and  his  fon  were  dcflincd  to  reign 
over  the  empire.  Tlic  report  was  foon  diffuf^'d  through  the  pro- 
vince ;  and  wlicn  the  man  was  fent  in  chains  to  Rome,  he  ftill 
aflertcd,  in  the  prei'cnce  of  the  prx'fcd  of  the  city,  thefaltli  of  his 
projpbccy.    That  magidratc,  who  had  received  the  molt  preffing 
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"inftrudlions  to  inform  himfelf  of  the fuccejpjrs  of  Caracalla,  imme- 
diately  communicated  the  examination  of  the  African  to  the  Impe- 
rial court,  which  at  that  lime  rcfided  in  Syria.    But  notwithftand- 
ing  the  diligence  of  the  public  mtflxngcrs,  a  friend  of  Macrinus 
found  means  to  apprize  him  of  the  approaching  danger.    Tlie  em- 
peror received  the  letters  from  Rome;  and  as  he  was  then  engaged 
in  the  conduct  of  a  chariot  race,  he  delivered  them  unopened  to  the 
Prsetorian  prxfect,  direc^inij  hiia  to  dilpatch  the  ordinary  affairs, 
and  to  report  the  more  important  bufniefs  that  might  be  contained 
in  ilicm.    Macrinus  read  his  faic,  and  refolved  to  prevent  it.  He 
inflamed  the  difcontcnts  of  Tome  inferior  officers,  and  employed  the 
hand  of  Marttalis,  a  defperate  foldier,  who  had  been  refufed  the 
rank  of  centurion.   The  devotion  of  Gancalb  had  prompted  him 
to  make  a  pilgrimage  from  Ede^a  to  the  celebrated  temple  of  the 
Mood  at  Carrhae.   He  waa  attended  by  a  body  of  cavalry ;  btit  . 
having  ftopped  on  the  road  for  fome  neceflary  occafioo,  hia  giiania 
preferved  a  re(pedfid  diftance,  and  Martialit  approaching  hia  perfba 
under  a  pretence  of  duty,  ftabbcd  htm  with  a  dagger.  The  bold 
«0lilfin  waa  infiantly  killed  by  a  Scythian  archer  of  the  Imperial 
guard.  Such  waa  the  end  of  a  monfier  whofe  life  di%raced  humaa 
nature*  and.  whofe  reign  acculed  the  patience  of  the  Romana  The 
-grateful  foldxert  forgot  hia  Ticest  remembered  only  hia  piartial  lifae- 
jality*  and  obliged  the  ienate  to  proflitute  their  own  dignttir  and  that 
4»f  religion  by  granting  him  a  place  among  the  gods.   Whilft  he  rm  tnt  onof 
waa  upon  earth,  Alexander  the  Great  was  the  only  hero  whom  thia 
goddepmed  worthy  his  admiration.    He  aflumed  the  name  and  en^ 
-figna  <rf'  Alexander,  formed  a  Macedonian  phalanx  of  guards,  per- 
■fccuted  the  difciplcs  of  Ariftotle,  and  difplaycd  with  a  puerile  en-- 
thudafm  the  only  fentiment  that  difcovercd  any  regard  for  virtue  or 
■glory.  We  can  eafily  conceive,  that  after  the  battle  of  Narva,  and  the 
conqueil  of  Poland,  Charles  the  Twelfth  (though  he  ftill  wanted  the 
■lOffe  elegant  aooomptilhments  of  the  iii)a  of  Philip)  might  boad  of 

having 


Digitized  by  Google 


EWBramd 
clunAer  of 


A.D.  217- 

March  U* 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

having  rivalled  his  vah)iirand  magnanimitY :  but  in  no  one  aQion  of 
his  life  did  Caracalla  exprcCs  the  fainttlt  refcmblancc  of  the  Mace- 
donian hero,  except  in  the  murder  ot  a  great  number  of  his  own  and 
of  his  father's  fri  nds*". 

After  the  extiiiclion  of  the  h o a fe  of  Scleras,  the  Roman  world 
remained  three  days  without  a  maftcr.    The  choice  of  the  army  (for 
the  authority  of  a  diftant  and  feeble  fenate  was  iiitle  regarded)  hung 
in  anxious  tufpcnfe;  at  no  candidate  prefented  htmfelf  whofe  diftin- 
guiflted  birth  and  merit  could  engage  their  attachment  and  unite 
their  fuffrages.   The  dedfive  weight  of  the  Praetoriaa  guards  de* 
tiled  the  hopes  of  their  prvfe^*  and  thefe  powerful  mintfiera  be» 
gta  to  affert  thdr  Ar^tf/  claim  to  fill,  the  vacancy  of  the  Imperial 
throne   Adveiitua,  however,  the  fenior  pcarfed*  conTdous  of  hit 
and  infirmitiet,  of  hit  fnull  reputadoa*  and  hit  fmaller  abili^ 
tiet*  refigned  the  dangerona  honour  to  the  crafty  amUtioa  cithM 
colleasue  Maerinuf,  whoTe  well  diflembled  grief  removed  all  ful- 
^cion  of  hit  being  acceflarj  to  hia  mafter's  death  *\  The  troopt 
iidcher  loved  nor  efteemed  hit  charaAer.   They  caft  their  ey«» 
MOHOd  in  fearch  of  a  competitor,  and  at  laft  yielded  with  relttOance 
to  hit  promifet  of  nnboiinded  liberality  and  inda^encc;   A  fliort 
time  after  hit  acceffion*  he  conferred  on  Ma  fi>n  IXadimieniamia,  at 
the  age  of  only  ten  yean*  the  Imperial  title  and  the  popular  name 
of  Antoninus.    The  beautiful  figure  of  the  youth,  aflifled  by  an 
additional  dorutive,  for  which  the  ceremony  fumiihcd  a  pretext* 
might  attraa,  it  was  hoped,  the  favour  of  the  Army,  and  fecure 
the  doubtful  throne  of  Macrinus. 

The  authority  of  the  new  fovcreign  had  been  ratified  by  the  cheer- 
ful fubmiiTuMi  of  the  fenate  and  provinces.  They  exulted  in  their 
unexpe<flcd  deliverance  from  a  hated  tyrant,  and  it  feemed  of  little 
conlecpicnce  to  weigh  the  virtues  of  the  fiicccfror  of  Caracalla.  But 
as  foon  as  the  firft  tranfports  of  joy  and  furprife  had  fubfidcd,  they 
began  to  fcrutinizc  the  merits  of  Macrinus  with  a  criucai  fcvcrity, 
2  and 
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ind  to  arraign  the  hafty  choice  of  the  army.  It  had  hitherto  been 
confidered  as  a  fundamental  maxim  of  the  conftltution,  that  the 
emperor  rauft  be  always  chofen  in  the  lenate,  and  the  ibvereiga 
power,  no  longer  exercifed  by  the  whole  body,  was  always  delegated 
to  one  of  its  members.  But  Macrinus  was  not  a  fenator  **.  The 
fudden  elevation  of  the  Praetorian  praefe^b  betrayed  the  rocanaefs 
of  their  origin ;  and  the  equeftrian  order  was  Aill  in  poITeflioa  of 
that  great  office,  which  coounuidod  wilh  wbknry  Tway  the  Uvm  and 
£attave»  of  tha  fimate.  A  mvmm  of  mdigiifttMO  mm  beard*  dut 
«  nun  whoft  €hkun  *'  estndkm  M  never  bM»  jBofeMd  kf  mf 
Itgnal  iervioei  fluMild  dare  to  inveft  binfelf  witb  die  purplf^  ioAM 
fif  be0oviog  it  on  fame  difiiogwiihfid  kwatr,  in  lufth  w4 
ilignity  xo  the  fplcndwr  cf  the  Imperial  ibtioo.  Aa  ioon  an  tliecba*- 
niQtist  of  ftAafiriniM  m  Ainreyed  bj  the  Ibajp  cy»  of  difoefttwu 
fymc  fkm,  n4  away  dcfei^,  were  eaGly  diibovered*  Th^ 
4)f  hia  aaimftera  was  In  fcveral  inftancei  juQUf  <miairedt  and  the  dif«- 
iatiafied  people,  with  their  ufual  candor*  gocuied  at  onee  Im  ifiddCK 
tamenefs  and  his  cxcciFive  fc verity  **. 

His  ra(h  ambition  had  climbed  a  height  where  it  wa9  difficult  to  aaddvangw. 
/ktod  with  firmnefs,  and  iropoIEble  to  fall  without  inftant  deftru&> 
tion,  Traittcd  in  the  arts  of  courts  and  the  forms  of  civil  bufineTs, 
•  he  trembled  in  the  prcfence  of  the  fierce  and  undifcipliiied  muUitude> 
4>yer  whom  he  had  aflumed  the  command  :  his  military  talents  were 
defpifed,  and  his  perfonal  courage  fufpeQed  :  a  whifpcr  that  circu- 
lated in  the  camp,  diTclofcd  the  fatal  fecrct  of  the  confpiracy  againd 
the  late  emperor,  aggravated  the  guilt  of  murder  by  the  balenefs  of 
hypocrify,  and  heightened  contempt  by  deteftation.  To  alienate  the 
foldiers,  and  to  provoke  inevitable  deftni£lioo,  the  charai^er  of  a 
ifs£ofWT  wa*  only  wanting :  and  fiich  waa  the  pectdiar  hardfliip  cff 
his  fate,  that  Macrinus  was  ooopelled  |o  tatfrnlk  diat  odious  ofipr. 
The  forodigality  of  Qsracalla  bad  left  Mund  it  a  long  trmn  of  rmk 
aad  4ifiKderi      if  that  vsordilefa  tyrant  bad  be^a  eapaUe  of 
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fleXling  on  the  fure  confcquences  of  his  own  condu<ft,  he  would 
pcrlups  have  enjoyed  the  dark  profpe^  of  the  diftrefs  and  calamities 
■which  he  bequeathed  to  his  I'ucceflbrs. 
MacTlniis  at-       In  thc  management  of  this  neceffary  reformation,  Macrinus  pro- 
formation  of    ceedcd  with  a  cautious  prudence,  which  would  have  rcuorcd  health 
tteamy*  vigour  to  the  Roman  army,  in  an  cafy  and  altnoft  imperceptible 

manner.    To  the  foldiers  already  engaged  in  the  fcrvice,  he  was 
conftrained  to  leave  the  dangerous  privileges  and  extravagant  pay 
given  by  Caracalta  ;  but  the  new  recruits  were  received  on  the  libe- 
ral but  more  moderate  edabUlhment  o£  Severus,  and  gradually 
formed  to  modefiy  and  obedience       One  fatal  error  deflroyed  the 
ialutary  effeOs  iof  this  judictout  plan.  The  numerous  amy*  af- 
iemUed  in  the  Baft  by  the  late  emperor,  inftead  of  being  imme* 
diately  difperfed  by  Macrinus  through  the  feveral  prorinoes,  was 
iuflTered  to  remain  united  in  Syria,  during  the  winter  that  followed 
his  elevation.  In  the  luxurious  idlenefs  of  their  quarters^  the  troops 
viewed  thdr  ftrength  and  numbers,  communicated  their  complaints* 
and  revolved  in  their  minds  the  advantages  of  another  revolution* 
The  veterans,  inltead  of  being  flattered  by  the  advantageous  diftinc- 
.  tion,  were  alarmed  by  the  firft  fteps  of  the  emperor,  which  they 
confidered  as  the  prefage  of  his  future  intentions.    The  recruits» 
with  fuUen  reludlance,  entered  on  a  fervice,  whofe  labours  were  in- 
creafed  while  its  rewards  were  diminillicd  by  a  covetous  and  unwar- 
like  fovereign.    The  murmurs  of  tlic  army  fwcllcd  with  impunity 
into  fcduious  clamo'jrs  ;  and  the  partial  mutinies  betrayed  a  fpirit 
of  difcontcnt  and  dilaffcQion,  that  waited  only  for  the  llighteft  occa- 
fion  to  break  out  on  every  fide  into  a  general  rebellion.    To  minds 
thus  difpofcd,  theoccafion  foon  prefentcd  itfelf. 
De«tS  rfthe      The  emprcfs  Julia  had  experienced  all  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune, 
"Eiuo-  From  an  humble  Nation,  (he  had  been  raifed  to  gteatnefs  only  to 
fion.,'.nd'"e   ^^ftc  thc  fupcrior  bitternefs  of  an  eicalted  rank.   She  was  doomed 
tdt  of  JiU-   iQ        QYff     death  of  one  of  her  fims,  and  over  the  life  of  the 
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other.    The  cruel  fate  of  Caracalla,  though  her  good  feafe  muft  f^^^^JJ'^ 
have  long  taught  her  to  cxped  it,  awakened  the  feelings  of  a  mother  fitnoiwd 
and  of  an  cmprefs.    Notwithftandiug  the  refpedful  civility  ex- 
preffcd  by  the  ufurper  towards  the  widow  of  Severus,  fixe  defcended 
with  a  painful  ftruggle  into  the  condition  of  a  fubjeft,  and  fooa 
■withdrew  herfelf  by  a  voluntary  death  from  the  anxious  and  humi- 
liating dependence**.    Julia  Msia,  her  fifter,  was  ordered  to  leave 
the  court  and  Antioch.    She  retired  to  Emcfa  with  an  immenfc  for- 
tune, the  fruit  of  twenty  years  favour,  accompanied  by  her  two 
daughters,  Soxmias  and  Mamaea,  each  of  whom  was  a  -widow,  and 
each  had  an  only  (bn.    Baffiaaus,  for  that  was  the  name  of  the  fon 
of  SiNunif  H       Gonlecr^ued     the  b^Muni^^  iBiiuftr|r  oC  liigli. 
prieftof  tbe  Siifi  s  an4  this  .luily,  yocation,  cm^rjic{yl  .either  fioju. 
prudence  or  fuper^on^  .^oi^tribaited  jto  ttiHt  the  ^jnaa  jouth'tD. 
Aecjpnpii^af  .RonM^  ^wmmmhoif-^  tnopgmuBataooitdti 
Emela ;  P*?  f^f^  difiapljqc.     Macriaiw  had  conftcaincd 

them  to  peft  .t^jmnxa^eocM^gg^  e^f^  to  tt%ea^  the, 

cnidty of fudi anacq^mod hi^iiipsi  fThcLiolidi^.whordEbrtcd. 
in  cnmdi  to  the  temple  of  the  Sim,  bdidd  mth  Tenentkm  «pd. 
delight  the  degant  drefs  and  figure  of  the  ^oung  pontiiBr :  thef  le* 
cognifcd,  or  they^tk^qi^t  tb^  t|^^^  the  features  of  Qira- 

calla.  whofe  meoD^zy  t^ej^rMW  a^io^d^^  The  artful  Maefa  fiiw  and 
cherifbed  their  rifiog  partiaUty,  and  leadily  facriBcing  her  daugh- 
ter's reputation  to  the  fortiine  of  her  grandfon*  flic  infiauated  that 
BalFianus  was  the  natural  fon  of  their  murdered  fovereign.  The 
fums  diftributed  by  Iier  cminatics  with  a  lavifh  hand,  filenced  every 
ohjcAion,  and  the  profufion  fufhciently  proved  the  afHnity,  or  at 
Icaft  the  refemblance,  of  Balhanus  with  the  great  originfil.  The 
young  Antoninus  (for  he  afliimed  and  polluted  that  refpeftable 
name)  was  declared  ernperor  by  the  troops  of  Emcfa,  alTerted  liis  a.  D>  stS* 
hereditary  right,  aa4  called  aloud  on  the  armies  foUo^  the  fland-  **V 
Vol.  I.       .        .  U        •  ard 
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Atd  of  a  young  and  liberal  prince,  who  had  taken  up  arnrs  to  re- 
venge his  father's  death  and  the  opprcflkm  of  the  military  order 
DBfeatand        Whilft  a  confpiracy  of  women  and  eunuchs  was  concerted  with 
^Mdiaflte.   j^ujjgncc,  and  condufVcd  with  rapid  vigour,  Macrinus,  wlro  by  a 
decifive  motion  might  have  cruftied  his  inAtnt  enemy,  flotted  be- 
tween the  oppofite  extremes  of  terror  and  fecurity,  which  alike  fixed 
him  inadivc  at  Antioch.    A  fpirit  of  rebelHon  diffufed  iifelf  through 
all  the  camps  and  garrifoiis  of  Syria,  fucccffivc  dctaehmeats  raut- 
dered  their  officers'',  and  joined  the  pai-ty  iof'lbe  rebels ;  arid  fhe^ 
Urdy  rcftitution  ei  Military  pay  and  privilegfci  MM  imputed  to  Ihe 
acknowledged  weakadkof  lifMvlmiir  Al'leqgtib  btf  inmAttd  our 
of  Antiocb,  v^medt'Oit  kkifk&t^  ttoi  Moim  HnHy  'oS  ■  die  young 
pretdufo;  Hk  owid 'titoprlbem*tf  tb  ttUb  ^fidd widr laStitncfr 
A.  D.  218.  iaivMbmiep  but  b  the liditdf ibe'liiifde     ibetaioRift  gmirlv 
^J"*^     ahiiottty  th,'  luvolMniai  y  impiii(e,-  ;ifittied  the  iuperloritj  of  didr 
takmr       S&A^Hae,  tht  rM  nAs  mttt  ^bidben;  when  the 
B^disr  snd  grandHio^er  (tf'ifuB  Syntn  "jhiitMiet  tiA(o^kcedrdnig  t& 
Cftiiem  euAoin  had  attexulftd  tlw  themfthres  frofa  ibie 

dOfenddufbiit  -uidt  hyexthingdie'ooibpaiBoiiof  theiblfoa,  en^ 
ddfroived'tDiiiimiteAw  ^nx)(^  connge.  Airtonhias' himlel^ 
who  In  die  left  0^  hit  life  oeVa'ayQed  iftea  ma,  ife  this  importinc 
crifift  'Of'Uf  ftte  appioted  Idmlelf  a  hero,  mounted  his  horle^  tnd 
fit  Ae  bad  ol  bU  tallied  troops  charged  fword  in  hand  amotig  the 
thtrl?#  of  the  enemy;  whilft  the  eunuch  Gannys,  whofe  occi>pations 
fcad'brtn  coqfiaed  to  female  eafes^ind  the  fi)ft  luxury  of  Afu, 
difplayed  the  tklcnts  of  an  able  and  experienced  general.  The 
Battle  ftill  raged  with  doubtful  violence,  and  Macrinus  might  have 
obtained  theviaory,  had  he  not  betrayed  hi»  own  can fe  by  a  niamc- 
fuland  precipitate  flight.  His  cowardice  ferved  only  to  protraa: 
•  ■  •  .  his  life  a  few  days,  and  to  ftamp  dcfcrved  ignominy  on  his  mif- 
ionuaea.   It  ii  fcarcely  neccflary  to  add,  that  hia  fon  Diadume- 
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vu  invslfii  iM  itariame  ito*  Ai  ibm  «•  Ae ftulAom 
FMraw  Ml  Bm  donf  iocod  diac  Um^  foDght  ibr  kftketmhoiud 
■hM^dokttad  chom,  the/ ftuMndcricd  to  <lw  oofifiieMr;  tUe  -osiv- 

I  tending  parties  of  the  iRoman  annj  mingUfig  tears  of  joy  and  teiv- 
.derneis^  united«a4<r  the  banners  of  the  imagmed  S»a  of  GaracaUa» 
«nd the  E«ft.«dwMriodg0d««idi  pliJiifui»flM-  AtSt  «Bpenr  Aliaik 
extradi^'  >  ;  .  . 

Thelettersof MacrinushadcondefoendedtoiiifoTinthcfenateof  the  Eiigabtlnt 
flight  difturbance  occalioned  by  an  itnpoftor  itt  Syria,  and  a  decree 
immediately  pafied  declaring  the  rebel  and  his  family  public  enemies ; 
with  a  promifeof  pardon  however  to  fuch  of  his  deluded  adherents 
as  fhould  merit  it  by  an  immediate  return  to  their  duty.  During  the 
twenty  days  that  elapfed  from  the  declaration  to  thevidlory  of  Anto- 
ninus (for  in  fo  fhort  an  interval  was  the  fate  of  the  Homail  -wtorld 
decided),  the  capital  and  the  provinces,  more  cfpecially  thofe  of  the 
Had,  were  diftracted  wath  hopes  and  fears,  agitated  with  tumulf, 
and  ftained  with  a  uftlef*  effufion  of  .ciril  blood,  fince  whofbcver 
of  the  rivals  prevailed,  ia  Syria,  mud  reign  rover  the  empire.  The 
(peciout  Jetten  ia  whUh  ifae  Tonng  conqaemr  anoouoced  his  viOoiy 
•to  liw  fMwnt  Smtttt  ^mk  fitled.irith  pnAffi^nt  of  ^rtue  and 
modeiratioa  i  the  fliiiiiog.'-«nun|ilM -00'Maiciw  aii  - Auguftua^ 
ihottld  ewr  m&hr  at  the  grM  i«le  bf  •  hfe  BllntiiUlntioos 
and  hfi  aSeBkd  to  d«dl  irith  pcide  on  the  4lriking  FsfeBnlilHiQe 
of  ikie  own  age  and  fiwtunet  with  thofe  of  AqgoHm,  who  in 
the  evUeft  jeuifa  had  newigedihy  fuceeftfol  jvar.the  mwder  of  hit 
father. .  Bjr. adopting  the'  ftyle-  of  Mncna  AanUtn.Anttminiii, 
of  Antomwwtpd  giandfim  of  Semtia.  he  tacttlf  aflbrted  hit  here* 
ditary  dain  to  eiiq^e^  but  hf  aflnming  the  tribonitian  and  pro" 
coofular  powers  before  thejiiad  hetn  conferred  on  hin  by  a  deefoe 
of  the  fenate,  he  offended  the  delicacy  of  Roman  prejddidb  *  Hiif 
new  and  injudicious  violatioa  of  the  conAituti«a,.wB9  pnobaUy 
tatcd  cither  by  the  ignorance  of  hit  Syjriaa  iKNirtififVi  or  Ac-foCB 
of  hif  miiitazy.  foUowQra 
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El^'^as  attention  of  the  new  emperor  was  diverted  by  the  moft  tri- 

A.  i>.3t9.  fling  amufemcnts,  he  wafted  many  months  in  his  luxurious  progrefs 
from  Syria  to  Italy,  paflfcd  at  Nicomedia  the  firft  winter  after  hia  vic- 
tor)', and  deferred  till  the  enfuing  fummer  his  triumphal  entry  into 
the  capital.  A  faithful  pi<3ture,  however,  which  preceded  his  arrival, 
and  was  placed  by  bis  iminfdiaxe  order  over  the  alur  of  Vidlory  in 
the  fenate-houfe,  conveyed  to  the  Romans  the  juft  but  unworthy 
zefemblance  of  his  peiiitai*  and  liumoieriL  He  Ivas  drawn  in  bis 
iiceiilfllal  iobq«  «r  filk  cod  gdid,  «te 

AeMedei'aiidPboeiudaDs;  his  bead  was  corned  with  a  lofiytiinb 
his  nidneioas  coUsrs  and  braedets  weie  adoraed'witb  gems  of  aa 
ineOiflMUe  ^rahie.  ,Bk  were  tittged  Irith  Mack,  and  his 

iliedM.pwtted  with  an  arcifidal  xcd  and  white  The  gnm  kat^ 
ion.«aa|eBei|  with  a  fighf  that  after  having  long  espoientod  the 
Hern  tfmuoj  of  theur  own  couuUymen,  Rome  was  at  length  hum- 
bled heiwaitb  the  eSbniaattflinwy  of  Orienidde^otilau  . 
•  The  'Son  was  Ipocftipped .  at  Smela*  under  tbe  name  of  .Elag»> 
balus '%  and  under  the  fimn  of  a  black  conical  Hooe,  which, '  as  it 
was  junlfsrially  bdievcd»  had  fallen  from  heaven  on  that  iacred 
place.  To  this  prote£Ung  deity,  Antoninus,  not  widunit  ibme 
joSoth  afcribed  his  delation  to  the  throne.  The  difplay  of  fuperfti- 
tious  gratitude,  was  the  only  ferious  bufinefs  of  his  reign.  The 
triumph  of  the  god  of  Emefa  over  all  the  religions  of  the  earth> 
was  the  great  objeft  of  his  zeal  and  vanity  ;  and  the  appellation  of 
filagabalua  (for  he  pcefumed  as  pontiff  and  favourite  to  adopt  that 
iacred  name)  was  dearer  to  him  than  all  the  titles  of  Imperial  great* 
nefs.  In  a  folemn  proceflion  through  t!ie  ftreets  of  Rome,  thewaj 
was  ftrcwcd  with  gold  duft  ;  the  black  floue,  fet  in  precious  gems, 
was  placed  on  a  chariot  drawn  by  fix  milk-white  horfes  riclily  ca- 
parifoned.  The  pious  emperor  held  the  reins,  and  fupportcd  by  his 
mlnifters,  moved  Ilowly  backwards,  that  he  might  perpetually  enjoy 
the  felicity  of  the  divine  prefence.  In  a  magnificent  temple  raifcd 
on  the  Palatine  Mount,  the  f^ciifices  o^tbe  god  £lagabaius  were  cele* 
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bmed  whh-  evarf  drcmnftancc  of  coft  tiid  ibieiaiuty.  The  ridieft 
wines,  the  moft  extraordtQar7  viiffimi,  and  the  rareft  aromadcst  were 

profufely  confamed  on  his  altar.  Around  the  altar  a  chorus  o£ 
Syrian  damfels  performed  their  lafcivious  dances  to  the  found  of  bar- 
barian mufic,  whilfl  the  graved  perfonages  of  the  fiate  and  armyt 
clothed  In  long  Phoenician  tunics,  o£iciated  in  the  meaaeft  fuadaoiltt 
^ith  a£feded  zeal  and  fee  ret  indigoatioil 

To  this  temple,  as  to  the  common  center  of  religious  worflifp, 
the  Imperial  fanatic  attempted  to  remove  the  Ancilia,  the  Palladium  *% 
and  all  the  facred  pledges  of  the  faith  of  Numa.  A  crowd  of  in- 
ferior deities  attended  In  various  ftations  the  majcfty  of  the  of 
Emefa;  but  his  court  was  flill  imperfedl,  till  a  female  of  diftin- 
guifhed  rank  was  admitted  to  his  bed.  Pallas  had  been  firft  chofen 
for  his  confort ;  but  as  it  was  dreaded  that  her  warlike  terrors  might 
affright  the  foft  delicacy  of  a  Syrian  deity,  the  Moon,  adored  by 
the  Africans  under  the  name  of  Aftarte,  was  detmcJ  a  more  fuitable 
companion  for  the  Sun.  Her  image,  with  the  rich  offerings  of  her 
temple  as  a  marriage  portion,  was  tranfpartcd  with  folemn  pomp  from 
Carthage  to  Rome,  and  the  day  of  thefe  myftic  nuptials  was  a  gene^ 
.lal  fellival  in  the  capital  and  throughout  the  empire 

A  rational  voluptuary  adheres  with  invariable  refpe^  to  the  tern-  n » profligate 
perate  dictates  of  nature,  and  improves  the  gratifications  of  fenfe  by  uKlaMuy.. 
ibcial  intercourfe,  endearing  connexions,  and  the  (oft  colouring  of 
tafte  and  the  imagination.   But  EJagabalus,  (I  fpericof  the  emperor 
of  that  name)  Qomipted  by  his  youth,  his  country,  and  his  fortune 
abandoned  himielf  to  the  groifeff  pleafures  .with  ungoverned  fury, 
and  fooQ  found  difguft  and  iatiety  in  the  midft  of  hia  enjoy moitSv 
Tiie  inflammatory  powers  of  art  were  fummoned  to  hia  aid  :  the 
confufed  multitude  of  women,  of  wines*  and  of  diikes,  and  the 
iludied  variety  of  attitudes  and  lauees*  fiarved  to  rariTe  hb  lan^;ind 
appetites.   New  terms  and  new  inventiona  in  thiefe  icience^  the 
only  ones  cultivated  and  patronifed  by  the  monarch fignalized  hia 
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reign,  and  tranfmitted  his  infamy  to  fucceeding  tineiest  Acapriciouft 
prodigality  fupplicd  the  want  of  tafle  and  elegance ;  and  whilft  Ela- 
gabalus  laviflied  away  the  treafures  of  his  people  in  the  wildefl  ex- 
travagance, his  own  voice  and  that  of  his  flatterers  applauded  a 
fpirit  and  magnificence  unknown  to  the  tamenefs  of  his  predeceflTors. 
To  confound  the  order  of  feafons  and  climates      to  fport  with  the 
paflions  and  prejudices  of  his  fubjefts,  and  to  fubvert  every  law  ot 
nature  and  decency,  were  in  the  number  of  his  moft  delicious  amufc- 
ments.    A  long  train  of  concubines,  and  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  wives, 
among  whom  was  a  veftal  virgin,  ravifhed  by  force  from  Eer  facred 
afylum  '\  were  ^nfuiTicient  to  fatisfy  the  impotence  of  his  pafficMifti 
The  mtfinr  cf  fibp  IUmdmi  mAi  iSeted  id  copy  the  4»ft  ant 
manoen  of  the  ftmal^  fex,  preferred  due  diflaff  to  the  feepler*  and 
dilhoooored  the  prin^tl  digoitiei  of  ifae  cmiucie.  by  diflribiituif 
ihem  among  hti  numeioaa  lovens  oaeiof  whon^ma  pttbliddj  ia- 
vefied  with  tbe  title  aod  authority  of  the  eaBperar'ty  «r  aa  he.nther 
Hyledhioilelf,  of  theempfda'shufinnd  '*.  . 
C;niempt  ^^qi       (oUiet  of  Ebgabaltti  hive  noft  probably  beea 

which  difiia.  adoracd  by  ftacy,  and  Uadbened  by  nrgudioe  Tet  confiniiia: 
Koman  tf-  our^vcs  to  the  public  iceoca  diQplayed  beforo  die  Homan  peofle, 
■nd  attsAed.by  gncve  and  coatcmpoiaiy  hiflotiam,  their  iiMRpiefo 
iible  infamy  fuipaflea  tbat  of  any  other  age  or  eoun^.  The  licence 
of  an  eafiem  monarch  ia  ftdaded  iiom  the  eye  <^  cnriofity  by  die 
inaeeeffible  walh  of  bit  feragliOb  The  lentiraents  of  hononr  and 
gallantry  have  introduced  a  refinement  of  pleafur^  a  neg^  for  ^ 
oencyt  and  a  refpeft  for  the  public  opinoot  -iom  the  modem  oeum 
of  Europe  ;  but  the  corrupt  and  opulent  noblei  of  Rome  gratiScd 
efCiy  fke  that  could  he  ooilefled  from  the  mighty  conflux  of  nation^ 
and  manners.  Secure  of  impunity,  carelefs  of  cenfure,  they  lived 
^ffithout  reftraint  in  the  patient  and  humble  focie^  of  their  flaves 
•ad  parafitea.  The  emperor*  in  hia  tunit  viewing  erery  rank  of  his 
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'bbjedt  nitk  tHe  &aie  cont^ptuoas  indiffcrencet  aflcrted  Wi4ouC 
contzol  his  finrereign  privilege  of  lu(l  and  luxury. 

•  The  moft  worthlefs  of  mankind  are  not  afraid  to  eondemn  in  ^'§^1^2^ 
m^eAthe  fame  diforders  which  titty  allow  in  themfelves ;  and  caa 
f-eadily  difeovcr  fome  nice  difference  of  agCi  character,  or  ilation,  to 
juftify  the  partial  diftintftion.  The  licentious  foldiers,  who  had 
raifed  tathe  throne  the  diflbhite  fon  of  Caracalla,  blufhcd  at  their 
tgnorainJous  choice,  and  turned  with  difguft  from  that  monftcr,  to 
contemplate  with  plcafure  the  opening  virtues  of  his  coufm  Alex- 
ander the  fon  of  Mamtea.  The  crafty  Mxfa,  fenfible  that  her  grand- 
fon  Ebgabalu9  muft  inevitably  deftroy  himfclf  by  his  own  vices, 
had  provided  another  and  furer  fupport  of  her  family.  Embracing 
a  favourable  moment  of  fondnefs  and  devotion,  flic  had  pcrfuaded 
the  young  emperor  to  adopt  Alexander,  and  to  inreft  him  with  the  ^clarndt' 
title  of  Ccefar,  that  his  own  divioe  occupations  might  be  no  longer  ^j***  CWir, 
interrupted  by  the  care  of  the  earth.  In  the  fecond  rank  that  ami- 
able  prince  foon  acquired  the  affedions  of  the  public,  and  excited 
the  tyrant'8  jcaloufy,  who  relclTed  to  terminate  the  dangcrou*  com- 
petition either  by  corrupting  themaenen  or  taking  aw^y  the  life 
of  his  rival.  His  arts  proved  tmftcceftful  $  hts  Tala  deftgos  were 
confiantly  difixrrered  by  fats  oira  loqnadcms  folly,  aiid  di&ppfRnted 
liy  dnle  "iiitiiool  snd  liMklid  fervMit^ 

bad  plioBd  abofst  Ae  perfbn  of  ber  Ion.  b  a  fatfly  fiiily  of  pafTton, 
Bag^Miis  iefi)ived  Co  CDDecote  ty  Ibree  wine  he  had  been  WMbie  to 
eompttt  fay  fimdt  Mid  by  a  defpoHc  fentenee  degraded  bis  coolift 
i;codi  dke  nok  and  booMin  of  Gte&r^  Tbe  mdbge  was  feecived  Uk 
ifaefantewiili  filem  MditttfaeMmp  whh  ftiy;  Thefhsisiiatt 
guaida  ftfore  teyoteflt  Aimnden  anA  lo  feveage  the  dUbobowed 
n^efty  of  ibo  tbione.  The  fears  Mid  piomiles  of  the  treariiilqg 
Elagabalut,  who  only  begged  them  to  fpare  his  life,  and  to  Icavt 
him  ia  the  poifelfKMi  of  hit  beloved  Hierodes,  dl^^erfed  Amit  juft 
r|  aad  they  cootenled  themfehres  with  cmfowering  tbcir 


Digitized  by  Google 


J52  .THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

pi  xfeds  to  watch  over  the  fafety  of  Aksuuader,  and  the  condud  of 

the  emperor 

Sedition  of        It  was  impoflTible  that  fuch  a  reconciliation  (hould  laft,  or  that 
alid^moider    cvcn  the  mean  foul  of  Elagabalus  could  hold   an   empire  on 
*^A^  D^*ia».  *  ^"^^  humiliating  terms  of  dependence.    He  foon  attempted,  by  a 
lodiMMch.  (langerous  experunent,  to  try  the  teinp.er    the  foMieri.  The  report 
of  the  death  of  Alezandeir,  and  due  natural  iufpicioa  that  he  had 
been  murdered,  inflamed  tfadr  paffions  inlo  f uryi  and  die  temptfrft  of 
the  camp  conM  only  be  appeafed  by  the  prefenoe  and  authority  of 
the  popular  youth.   Proroked  at  diii  new  inftance  of  Iheir  affedUm 
for  his  coulin»  and  didr  contempt  lor  hit  peribn»  the  emperor 
ventured  to  puiuflk  Ibme  of  the  leaders  of  the  mutiny*.  Hi*  unlea- 
lonable  feveri^  proved  infiantly  fatal  to  his  minions,  hta  mother* 
and  him&lf*  Elagabahw  wai  mAflMred  by  the  indignant  Pneta* 
riantt  lua  mutilated  cwpfe  dragged  dirough  the  ftreets  o£  the  ct^, 
and  throim  into  die  Tyber.    His  memory  was  branded  widi 
eternal  infamy  by  the  fenatej  the  juftioe  of  whofe  decree  has  been 
ratified  by  pofterity 

AeccCoBof  la  the  room  of  Elagabalus*  his  coufm  Alexander  was  raifed  to 
Severm.      iht  throne  by  the  Praetorian  guards.    His  rdatioD  to  the  family  of 

SeveruS)  whoie  name  he  aflbmed,  was  the  fame  as  that  of  his  pre- 
deceflbr ;  his  virtue  and  his  danger  had  already  endeared  him  to 
the  Romans,  and  the  eager  liberality  of  the  fenate  conferred  upon 
himi  in  one  day,  the  various  titles  and  powers  of  the  Imperial 
dignity  But  as  Alexander  was  a  modeft  and  dutiful  youth,  of 
only  fevcnteen  years  of  age,  the  reins  of  government  were  in  the 
hands  of  two  women,  of  his  mother  Mamxa,  and  of  Mafa,  his 
grandmother.  After  the  death  of  the  latter,  who  furvived  but  a 
ihort  time  the  elevation  of  Alexander,  Mamxa  remained  the  folc 
regent  of  her  fon  and  the  empire.  \  • 

?j'veio'r«  In  every  age  and  country,  the  wifer,  or  at  leaft  the  .ftroager  of 
M°mTf      the  two  fcxes,  has  ufurped  the  powers  of  the  fiate,  and  confined  the 

other 
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ocber  to  the  caws  and  pleafiiivs  of  private  life*  In  hereditaty  mo^ 
narcblea,  h&vrevex,  and  efpedally  in  thofis  of  modern  Etirope>  die 
gallant  fpritof  diivalry*  and  the  law  of  focceflioo,  have  accnflomed 
m  to  albw  a  finguUr  exception  $  and  a  woman  is  often  acknow«r 
lodged  the  abToliite  fovereiga  of  a  great  kiiigdom»  in  whioh  (he 
would  he  deemed  incapable  of  exerching  the  fmaUeft  emp1o}rment» 
civil  Of  military.  But  as  the  Roman  emperors  were  ftill  confidered 
as  the  generalt  and  magillratcs  of  the  republic,  their  wivea  and 
mothers,  although  diilingui(hed  hj  the  name  of  Augufta,  were  Z|ever 
aflbciated  to  their  perfonal  honours;  and  a  female  reign  would  haveap* 
pcared  an  ioexplicable  prodigy  in  the  eyes  of  thofc  primitive  Romans, 
who  married  without  love,  or  loved  without  delicacy  and  nSgeOt** 
The  haughty  Agrippina  afpired,  indeed,  to  fhare  the  honours  of  tho 
empire,  which  (he  had  conferred  on  her  Ion  ;  but  her  mad  am- 
bition, detefted  by  every  citizen  who  felt  for  the  dignity  of  Rome, 
was  difappointed  by  the  artful  firmnefs  of  Seneca  and  Burrhus  **. 
The  good  fenfe,  or  the  indifference  of  fucceeding  princes,  retrained 
them  from  offending  the  prejudices  of  their  fubjeds;  and  it  was 
referved  for  the  profligate  Elagabalus,  to  difgrace  the  ads  of  the 
fcnate,  with  the  name  of  bis  mother  So^emias,  who  was  placed  by 
the  fide  of  the  confuls,  and  fubfcribed,  as  a  regular  member,  the 
decrees  of  the  legiflaiive  aflembly.  Her  more  prudent  fifter,  Ma- 
mza,  declined  the  ufelefs  and  pdious  prerogative,  and  a  iblemn  law 
was  enaded,  exckulfflf  ..women  foot  ever,  from  ther  fenate*  and'  de-^ 
voting  to  the  in&rnal  god^  the  head  of  the  wce^  by  whom  this, 
fan^on  (bonld  fae  violated?.  .-The.  fuhftane^  QOt-  the  p^aptry 
of  power  was  th^  ohjed  of  MamaBa*9  flvanly  ambition.  She  •main- 
tained an  abfidute  and  lafting  empire  over  the  mind  of  her  iop*  and, 
in'  hia  aSoAion  the  mother  could,  not  bfook  a  rivah  Alexander^ 
with  her  oonfent*  married  the  daughter  of  a  Patridan;  bnt  .hia^. 
refpea  fiir  hit  father4ff-1aFt  mmI  love  for  die  empreftt.  were  inogit- 
fifient  with  the  tenderneisor  tn|ereft  of  Manaea.  The  Patrinan  was 
•  Vol.  I.  X  executed 
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eiecoied  on  the  toidyaieeiifiiti^b^  traifoa,anddiewifeof  Alexaadier^ 
dfhreB  inth  igbenuaj  bom  tbe  patac^  and  baniflicd  into  Alrica 
WkuAoM*  Nbtwidiftandoig  this  aft  of  jcaloiM  crndt^,  as  wetl  as  ibme 
SSttaaT''  i&flaneea  of  avarkei  with  wBkb  ManMca  is  charged  |  the  ge- 
neal  tenour  of  her  adaiUiilktatien  was  equatiy  for  the  twaefit  of 
her  fen  and  of  the  empire.  'Wkh  the  approhstioa  6£  the  fenateV 
flie  ebofe  fianecR  of  the  frifefl-aftd  moft  virtuous  ifenators,  as  a  per^ 
petaal  couocit  of  ftate«  befoi'e  whom  every  public  befineis  nc^ 
jnent  was  debated  and  determhKd.  Th«  celebrated  UlpUn*  equally 
diftioguHhed  by  his  knowledge  of,  and  his  rcfpcCL  for,  the  laws  of 
BoBM^  was  at  their  head;  and  the  prudent  firmneft  of  this  artflo^ 
Sfzoy  cefktred  order  and  authority  to  the  governmeae. '  As  toon  a» 
Acjf  had  perged  the  atf  from  foreign  fuperftition  andltetirji  the 
remsins  of  the  csprieious  tyranny  of  Elagabaliw,  they  applied  them-^ 
fcJrcs  to  renvove  his  worthlcfs  creatures  from  every  department  of  pub- 
Kc  adminiftration,  and  to  firpply  their  places  with  men  of  virtue  and' 
ability.  Learning,  and  the  love  of  juftice,  became  the  only  recom- 
mendations for  civil  offices.  Valour,  and  the  love  of  dHciplioe,  th» 
only  qualifications  for  military  employments  . 

W«ttA>«  But  the  moft  important  care  of  Rfamia  and  her  wife  counfellors* 
and  vtrtuooi 

tenpcrof     ^as  lo  form  the  charadcr  of  the  young  emperor,  on  whofe  perfonal 


*     qualities  the  happiaels  or  mifery  of  the  Romaa  world  muft  ulii- 
inace>y  depend.   The  fortunate  £m1  ^BBtti,  and'ere^  prevented  the* 
haiid  Of  cnllivBtiOak  •  Aa-  excdlant  widerftondiog  ibon'  cdaviaced' 
Atemadir  of  the  advantages  of  virtiie^  l!he  plsafum  of  knowledge, 
^theMceffity  of  lahoar.'  A-aatim^'aiUdnell  atid' moderation  of 
fibinper,  preferred  him  firoair  tlie  aAidts  of  pai&on  and  (he  allure*' 
His  unalterable  se^d  for- his-  me^er»  and  his 
.  dbeem  fcr  die  irife  Ulpian,  jgwoded  his  aoexperienoed  youA  from 
tliepeifOa  of  isltery. 
)dwaal  cTkb  '  'fhie  fitaple*joiinii^df  hii  ordinary  ocoupatiotts  cnhibito  a  pleafiog* 
picture  of  an-  acebmpUfted-  emperor'*')  and  wiib  fome  allowance 

•  for 
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for  the  difFercnce  of  manners,  might  well  deferre  the  imitation  «£ 
modern  princes.  Alexander  rofe  early :  the  firft  momentt  of  the  d»jr 
were  coufecraied  to  private  devotion,  and  hil  dorheAic  chipel  wa» 
filled  with  the  images  of  thofe lierocs,  who,  by  improviog  or  refornt- 
ing  human  lite,  had  dcferved  the  grateful  rcvcrenoe  of  poftetity. 
But,  a£  he  deemed  the  fcrvice  of  mankind  the  thod  acceptable 
worlhip  of  the  gods,  the  greatcft  part  of  his  morning  hours  yrni 
employed  in  his  council,  where  he  difcufled  public  affairs,  and 
determined  private  caufes*  with  a  patience  and  difcrecion  aboVe  his 
yetrs.  The  dryaeft  of  buTmeft        rdieved  liy  the  charms  of 
litnatnrei  and  a.  portioa     tliiie  «u  almyi  ftt  aput  'At  li»fih 
-vMirite  ftiidica  of  fcMry,  Uflory*  and  pliilofophy.  r  TktviKki'ti 
VirgU  a^  Honce^  Aere^ict  ot  fhih iad' Ckuo,  teai^ 
foAe,  enlarged  fait  imdoftiiidiaf,  and  gave  IiId 
man  and  gofemmcnt.  '  The  tgitm&i  of*  tbe  'body  ftexedeB  n» 
thofe  of  the  mindV  and  Alenadar»  wBo  ma  talH  'a£Mt  aal 
bn^  iiiffiiiifledmoiisf  libeqult  U  Irftnftrf 
ty  die  life  of  Ae  batli  and  a  ftght  diMr,  btf  jidkniid,  .«idi  shr 
tbe  bvfincft  of  Ae  day,'  anA>  titt  Aefaoor  of  ftppd^*  Ae 
-prindpil  meal  of  Ae  Romanai  he  wmmoaikd  by  lib fiMdtkib 
iiiA  wbom  be  read  and aftfi«vred  fhettultlnide  of  latiilri^  tM»- 
xiala,  and  |»etfdona>  Aiii  diuft  faaiw  been  addMiSal  to  dM-aaalibr  of 
the  greateil  part  of  the  world.  Ifia  taUe  \in»  fervod  ivMi  dw  moft 
frugal  fimplicity ;  and  whenever  he  was  at  liberty  to  confult 
'own  ioelinatioB,  the  corAfttiiy'  eoofifted  of  a  few  UkSt  fMeisds,- 
men  of  learning  and  vjfMe*  koieogft  whom  UlpiafO  wm  c6lA^ 
'ftantly  invited.   Their  converfation  was  familiar  and  ini^rudive  ; 
and  Ae  paofte  were  occafionally  enlivened  by  the  recital  of  ibme  plea^ 

♦ 

ifig  edn^iolition,  which  fuppHed  the  place  of  the  dancers,  cora^ 
dians,  aiid  even  gladiators,  fo  ftoquently  fummoned  to  the  tables 
of  the  rich  and  luxurious  Romans  '^  The  drefs  of^  Alexander  was 
plaio  and  modd^  his  demcaiKx-  courteous   and  affable:  at  the 

X  a  proper 


proper  hours  his  palace  was  open  to  all  his  fuhjefts,  but  the  voice 
of  a  crier  was  heard,  as  in  ihc  Eleufinian  myfteries,  pronouncing  tfve 
*{aine  falutary  admonition ;  '*  Let  none  enter  thefc  hply  waU&i  un- 
lefs  he  is  confcious  of  a  pUrc  and  innocent  mind 
Swfcof         ^"^^  ^"  uniform  tenour  of  life,  which  left  not  a  moment  for  vice 
or  folljr,  is  a  better  proof  of  the  wifdooi  and  juftice  of  Alexander's 


A*  iKtss — goverooieat}  thaa  all  the  trifling  details  preferred  in  the  compila^ 
llkm  cf/LuDpudhif. :  JM^'tfae'aceeffion  pf  Commodut  the  Roman 
^ibdd  hid  <tperichctJ»  daring  a  .terin  of,  forty  years,  die  fucceffiTO 
and  tartoiit  iwH  t£  fittr  tTnmtt.  'Frdm  the  death  of  Elagabalut 
•it.eii|0]Fed  an  urijpiaiew  eakn-of  thiiteea  yeari.  The  provinoest 
vdieved-fhHii  the  opprefBve'  taseti  inireated  bf  QiafalU  and  his 
iftefaidcd'  iho,  fleutHhed  in  peace  and  proTperitf*  under  the  ad* 
fniftifiiation'of  iiiiig^ftrfctn«  who  wcKooavincedhyexpenencet  that 
to  defenre  ike  lam  of  the  fidijeQi,  was  their  heft  and  only  method 
of  irHiP'^^g  the  fitmnr  of  their  fiitereign.  .White  feme  gentle 
jeftcunta  ware 'imipoftd  oo  the  ukfidentloktiry  of  die  Roman  pcoK 
-ptei  did-prfee  <tf  ppovifionsi  and  the  intereft  of  moneyj  were  ren 
-dncedf  by  the  paternal  care  of  Alexander,  whofe  pnideoi  liberali^ 
.irtthont  diftreifing  the  induHrious.  fupplied  the  wants  and  amufe- 
•mentft  of  the  populace.   The  digaicy,  the  freedom,  the  authority 
of -.the  feoate  was  reftored;  and  every  virtuous  fenator  might  ap- 
proach the  fcxfoa  of  the  empetor,  .without  a  ieac.  and  without  a 
bluOi. 

AifsndcrK-  The  name  of  Antoninus,  ennobled  by  the  virtues  of  Pius  and 
^jljujjjpj;  Marcus,  had  been  communicated  by  adoption  to  the  difiolutc  Vc- 
ru8,  and  by  dcfcent  to  the  cruel  Comraodus.  It  became  the  ho- 
nourable appellation  of  the  fons  of  Severus,  was  bellowed  on  young 
Diadumenianus,  and  at  length  proftitutcd  to  the  infamy  of  the 
high  prieft  of  Emefa.  Alexander,  though  preffed  by  the  ftudied, 
and  perhaps,  fincere  importunity  of  the  fenate,  nobly  rcfufcd  the 
borrowed  luflre  of  a  name ;  whilH  in  his  whole  conduct  he  laboured. 
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to  reftore  the  glories  and  feiicitj  of  the  «ge  of  the  geauine  An- 
ton ines 

In  the  civil  adminiftration  of  Alexander,  ^vifdom  was  enforced  Heictanptt.- 
by  power,  and  the  people,  fcnfible  of  the  public  felicity,  repaid  mh^, 
their  benefailor  with  their  love  and  gratitude.  There  ftill  remained  a 
greater,  a  more  neceirary,  but  a  more  difficult  cnterprife;  the  refor- 
mation of  the  military  order,  whofe  intcreft  and  temper,  confirmed  by 
long  impunity,  rendered  them  impatient  of  the  reftraints  of  dil- 
cipiinet  and  carelefs  of  the  bleflings  of  public  tranquillity.  In  the 
exeetttkm  of  his  defiga  the  emperor  affsded  to  difplay  his  love» 
•and  to  conceal  hia  fear,  of  the  army.  The  moft  i^id  oeoonomy 
in  every  other  branch  of  the  adminiftration,  fuppUed  a  fiind  of  gold 
and  filver  fot  the  ordinary  pay  and  the  extraordinary  rewarda  of 
the  troopa.  In  thor  marchea  he  rdazed  the  ievere  obligation  of 
carrying  ferenteen  daya  provifion  on  their  ihoolden.  Ample 
siagazinea  were  formed  along  the  public  roads,  and  aa  loon  aa  they 
entered  the  enemy's  cooAtry,  a  numeroua  tttm  of  mnlea  and  camda 
waited  on  their  haughty  lazinefs.  Aa  Alexander  defpaired  of 
correcting  the  luxury  of  his  Ibldiers,  he  attempted,  at  lead,  to  dif 
redl  it  to  objed^s  of  martial  pomp  and  ornament,  fine  hosfes,  fplen^ 
did  armour,  and  ihields  enriched  with  iilver  and  gold.  He  lhared 
whatever  fatigues  he  was  obliged  to  impofe,  vLfited,  in  peribn,  the 
fick  and  wounded,  preferved  an  exad  rcgiUcr  of  their  fervicea 
and  his  own  gratitude,  and  exprelFcd,  on  every  occafion,  the 
warmeft  regard  for  a  body  of  men,  whofe  welfare,  as  he  affeded 
to  declare,  was  fo  clofely  connected  with  that  of  the  flate  By 
the  moft  gentle  arts  he  laboured  to  infpire  the  fierce  multitude 
with  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  to  rcftorc  at  leaft  a  faint  image  of  that 
difcipline,  to  which  the  Romans  owed  their  empire  over  fo  many 
other  nations^  as  warlike  and  more  powerful  than  lliemfelves.  Bnl 
ius  prudence  was  Tain,  his  courage  fatal,  and  the  attempt  towarda 
a  leformatioa  ferved.  only  to  inflame  the  Ilia  it  waa  meant  to  cure. 

The 
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BediMni  of       The  Prastorian  ffiurds  were  attached  to  the  youth  of  Alexaoderl 

dtt  FtMoriaa 

They  loved  him  as  a  tender  pupil,  whom  they  had  faved  from 
k  tyrant's  fury,  and  placed  on  the  Imperial  throne.    That  amiable 
prince  was  fenfible  of  the  obligation,  but  as  his  gratitude  was  rc- 
ftraioed  within  the  limits  of  reafon  and  juflice,  they  foon  were 
more  diffatisfied  with  the  virtues  of  Alexander,  than  they  had 
ever  been  with  the  vices  of  Elagabalus.    Their  praefe^l,  the  wife 
Ulpian,  was  the  friend  of  the  laws  and  of  the  people;  he  was 
confidered  as  the  enemy  of  the  foldiers,  and  to  his  pernicious 
councils  every  fchcmc  of  reformation  was  imputed.    Some  trifling 
accident  blew  up  their  dirconicnt  into  a  furious  mutiny ;  and  a 
civil  war  raged,  during  three  days,  in  Rome,  whilft  the  life  of  that 
excellent  minifter  was  defended  by  the  grateful  people.  Terrified, 
at  length  by  the  fight  of  feme  houfes  in  flames,  and  by  the  threats 
of  a  general  conflagration,  the  people  yielded  with  a  figh,  and  left 
the  virtuous,  but  unfortunate  Ulpian  to  his  fate.    He  was  purfucd 
into  the  Imperial  palace,  and  mafl*acred  at  the  feet  of  his  mafter, 
who  vainly  ftrove  to  cover  him  with  the  purple,  and  to  obtain  his 
pardon  from  the  inexorable  foldiers.    Such  was  the  deplorable 
weakncfs  of  government,  that  the  emperor  was  unable  to  revenge 
h\s  murdered  Aiead       hh  mfaiied  dignity,  without  {looping  to 
th«  M  of  patieiice  and  diffimtifaittoii.    £pagathus,  the  principal 
leader  ef  the  mutiny,  was  removed  from  Rome,  by  the  bononrabte 
Employment  of  prarfed  of  Egypt ;  from  chat  high  rank  he  wai 
gently  degraded  to  the  govenuBent  of  Crete}  and  when,  at  tenjgth', 
kb  popularity  among  the  guards,  «ia  efiaced  by  time  and  ab^ 
feneei  Alesao^r  ventured  to  inflid  the  tardy,  but  deferWd  punifli- 
ioeat  of  hU  Crimea  *\   Under  the  rcign  of  a  juft  and  ▼iituout 
prince,  the  tyranny  of  the  army  threatened  with'  inllant  deatii 
ht»  moft  faithful  mmiften,  who  were  fulpefted  ot  att  intention  to 
»  »r    corred  their  intolerable  disorders.  The  hiftorian  Dion  QdCos  had 
DwMCafini.  commanded  the  Pannonian  legions  with  die  fpirit  of  ancient  dif^ 

cipline. 
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Th6t  toflitea  of  Hohw»  cmbiidiiy  tihe  codimon  omfaof 
auliufy  UoeMC*  denlaiMled  tbr  head  «i  tbe  rcfbraer*  Alcnmler, 
hementt  Mmi  of  jidding  t^ithor  foKUow  danaiiii,  ikewed  f 
jnft  Me ff  UiiMnftaiid  ftrmo,  by  tppob^g htm Us  ooUeagutf 
ih  the  oaBfaHMp>  wd  dgTMywg-  fiooi  hat  own,  trcilh^y  <lieopeectf 
^  thM  «  dSgokji:  hoc  M  WM  jvftlf  appvcheodid 
Ibldioa  hchddhiia  imhrJtiie  €a6g;c»  of  bU  olBce^  dlcy  would  re- 
«e^g<  tbe  Bflfidt  ia  bii  bbod,  il|e  wmmuI  M  inigiftratt  of  the 
ibrte  aeditdf  by  ^tbe  enpero>'g  aAriee^  Aaai  the  cHy,  and  ^eac  the 
greaieft  part«f  lib  coofiiiaBpr«c  hia'^U«  in  Gaiii^ia'*. 

,  The  Inity  of  the  emperor  eonfirmed  ihesnMeaoe  of  tbe  ttt»eipti  Tawvia  of 
die  legioaa  imilalcd  the  examjple  of  tbe  gtarde,  aad  defended  tliei^ 
yrerogadre  of  ltcentlourive&  vA^  the  finne  fucbos  obftittacy*-  ''fht' 
adminilbution  of  Akaander  tfa»  aa  unavailing  (Iruggte  agatnfl  the^ 
oorraption  of  hia  age.   In  IHyriciun,  in  Maonitania,  in  Armenia^  m> 
Mcfoi»tamia»  xaGermanyy  frefh  luotinka  perpetually  broke  out';:- 
officers  were  inardaKd»  his  authority  was  infulted,  and  hia:  UliB- 
at  laft  facrlficetl  to  the  fierce  ditconteots  of  the  army       One  par-- 
ticular  fadl  well  defcrvcs  ta  be  recorded,  as  it  illurtrate»  the  manners  luS^l^ 
of  the  troops^  and  exhibits  a  fingular  tnflance  of  their  return  to 
ftn&  of  duty  and  obcdicucc.    Whilft  the  emperor  lay  at  Antloch,- 
in  his  Perfian  expedition,  the  punifhmeni  of  fomc  foldiers,  who  had 
bees  «Kibovered  in  the  baihs  of  women,  excited  a  fcdition  in  the  * 
legion  ta  which  they  belonged.    Alexander  afcendcd  his  tribunal,  • 
and  with  a  modeft  finnnefs  reprefentcd  to  the  armed  multitude,  the 
abfolute  oeceflity  as  well  as  his  inflexible  refolution  of  corrcding; 
the  vices  introduced  by  his  impure  prcdcceflbr,  and  of  maintaining- 
thc  difcipline,  which  could  not  be  relaxed  without  the  ruin  of  the 
Roman  name  and  empire.   Their  clamours  interrupted  his  mild  cx- 
poftulation.    **  Referve  your  ftiouts,"  faid  the  undaunted  emperor, 
«•  till  you  take  the  field  againft  the  Pcrfians,  the  Germans*  and  the 

-Sarmauaos.   Be  lilcnt  in  the  prcknce  ot  your  foverei^a  and  be— 
.^3  •*  nefador^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


i69  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL  ' 

nefador*  who  bedowt  upon  you  tbe  corn*  the  doathing,  and  thi^ 
money  of  the  provinces.   Be  filent,  or  I  fliall  no  longer  Ayle  you 
foldiers,  bnt  citizens if  thofe  indeed  who  difclaim  the  laws  of 
Rome  deferve  to  be  xanlred  among  the  metoeft  of  ' die  people.** 
HU  menaces  inflamed  the  fury  of  the  legion,  and  thdr  hraadiflied 
arms  already  tlireateaed  his  perCbo.  "  Your  courage,"  refumed  the 
intrepid  Alexander*  **  would  be  more  noUy.  difpUyed  in  a  fidd  of 
battles  m  you  may  deftroy*  you  cannot  intimidate;  and  the 
**  fevere  juftice  of  the  republic  would  pumih  your  ^me  and  revenge 
*'  my  death.**  The  legion  flill  pwfiAed  in  damocons  iedition*  when 
the  emperor  -^onouncedt  with  a  loud  voioef  the  dedfive  ientence, 
Gtizetis !  lay  down  your  armst  and  depart  in  peace  to  your  re* 
'<  fpedife  halntatioas.*'  The  tempeft  was  inftaotly  appealed ;  the 
lUdiers^  filled  with  grief  and  fliamei  filenUy  coofefled  the  julUoe  of  • 
thdr  punilhment  and  the  power  of  difdplme,  ytdded  up  thdr  arms 
l^Ml  military  enfigns,  and  retired  in  oonfnfiont  not  to  their  auDp» 
but  to  the  (ereral  inns  of  ,  the  dty.   Alexander  enjoyed*  during 
thirty  days*  the  edifying  (pe£bcle  of  thdr  repentance)  nor  did  he 
reftore  them  to  their  former  rank  in  the  army,  till  he  had  puoilhed 
with  death  thofe  tribunes  whofe  conniTanoe.  had  occafioned  the 
mntioy.   The  grateful  legion  fervcd  the  empewir  whilft  living,  and 
revenged  him  when  dead 
DcfeAi  orb's   •  The  refolutions  of  the  multitude  generally  depend  on  a  moment } 
SSaw.      and  the  caprice  of  paflion  might  equally  determine  the  icditious 
l^on  to  lay  down  their  arms  at  the  emperor's  feet,  or  to  plunge 
them  into  his  breaft.    Perhaps  if  the  fingiilar  tranfadion  had  beea 
inveftigated  by  the  penetration  of  a  philofopher,  we  ihould  diicover 
the  fecret  caufes  that  authorized  the  boldnefs  of  the  prince  and  com* 
manded  the  obedience  of  the  troops ;  and  perliaps  if  it  had  been 
related  by  a  judicious  hiftorian,  \vc  fhould  find  this  adion,  worthy 
of  Ca;far  himfelf,  reduced  nearer  to  the  level  of  probability  and  the 
common  llaodard  of  the  chara^er  of  Alexander  Severus.   The  abi-  * 
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It^S  of  that  amiable  prince,  feciu  to  have  been  inadequate  to  the 
•  difficuhica  of  ht«  Gtufttioo,  the  firmncfs  of  bis  condihil  inferbr  to 
the  purity  of  his  intentioaa.  His  virtues,  as  well  as  the  vices  of 
Elagabalua,  coat(a6ked  a  tin^lure  of  weakncis  and  effeminacy  from 
the  faft  clioMte  of  Syria*  of  which  he  was  a  native ;  though  he 
bluihed  at  bis  fiiNreiga  origio,  and  liftfood  witk  a  vain  complaeencf 
ft»  the  fiattenog  geoealogifta,  whi»  Mwcd  hit  lift  tei  ll»ifine«c 
flock  «f  Room  obbilicy''.  Tli«  pride  and  inmriop  of  kis  MdMr 
caft  a  (bada  oa  the  gloriaa  of  |ua  re^n ;  aa4  hf  OKHftiDg  from  hit 
riper  yeara  t^c  iaane  dutiliil  olwdiatra  wtikh  Ibe  bad  juftljr  nitimil 
firom  hia  naaftfitnMd  J9utb»  MamaM  expoied  lo  ptiblie  ndhub 
badiber  lbii*«cbaiiaer  |Hidhoroim*%  ThiifttisiiMof  AaMwa 
.WW  iuilated  tbc  auUtafj-  dUcopftaoti-  tbe-  tmfiiefcMl  ««fBt  d*- 
gnidcd  die  rq^tatiQa  of  Ibe.aaapcriw  a»  a  QeMi«]^ 
ibidiar..  Everj  giiile  pRpaicd»  tfoA  ewtf  ogomOitpo^  ftaflmad 
fevolotioo^  whicbdUlradodtbaBiWiaiaciBpuefiiU^abiqK^aifaof 

. .  The  diffoluta.  tyiaooy  of  Cmmoim*  tba  4vn  wavf  pcc^fawd 

Digreilion  on 

hf  Ua  deatb*  and  tbe  oavrmaxiou  of  paU^  i|itrodiiaed  by     boiife  onte»pi»< 
■of  Sevcnia»  bad  all  contributed  to  increafe  the  daa^vow  fomtx  of 
dia  army*  and  to  oblil^te  the  faint  image  of  )awf  ajsd  liberty  that 
.ma  ftill  impreffed  on  the  minds  of  the  Romany*    Thia  ioberiul 
.cba;^  which  uodermined  the  foundations  of  tbe  empire,  we  have 
■eadeaToured  to  explain  with  fama  degree  of  girder  and  perfpicuitiw 
Tha  p9r£vMl  charaOera  of  the  emperori*  thair¥iaorio89  Javi»  UpWrn^  , 
and  fortunes,  can  intercft  us  no  farther  than  as  they  are  connedad 
with  the  general  hidory  of  the  iPecl^e  and  Fall  of  the  (Qooarcby. 
Our  conftant  attention  to  that  great  of^e^,  will  not  fuffer  ua  to  ^ifUr 
joo^  a  mod  important  edict  of  Antoninus  Giracallai  which  coaip 
myntcated  to  all  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  empire  the  name  and 
fllivileges  of  Roman  citi/cnt.     His  unbounded  liberality  flowed 
Aot,  hpwever,  &oak  the  ientime&ta     a.g^eiov«  xa>A^l  it  was  the 
VoLi  L  V  foi:did 
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fordid  refult  of  avarice,  and  will  naturally  be  illuftratcd  by  fome 
,     obfervations  on  the  finances  of  that  ftate,  from  the  victorious  ages 
the  commonwealth  to  the  reign  of  Alexander  Severus, 
l^blUhnciit      '^^^  ^'^6^  Tufcany,  the  firft  confiderablc  cnterprife  of' 

the  Romans,  was  protrafted  to  the  tenth  year,  much  lefs  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  place  than  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  befiegers. 
The  unaccuftomed  hardships  of  fo  many  winter  campaigns,  at  the 
diftance  of  near  twenty  miles  from  home       required  more  than 
common  encouragements ;  and  the  fenate  wifely  prevented  the  cla- 
mours of  the  people,  by  the  inftitution  of  a  regular  pay  for  the 
IbldierS)  which  was  levied  by  a  general  tribute,  aflefled  according  to 
an  equitable  proportion  on  the  property  of  the  cidzens  During^ 
more  than  two  hundred  years  after  the  conqueit  of  Veii,  die"viQo- 
ries  oi  the  repdflk  added  left  to  die  wealdi  thao  to-the* powier  of 
Romei  The  Ibites  of  Italy  paid  their  tribate  in  laHitarj  imice 
only,  and'thA  vaft  font  Both  by  fea  and  land;  which  wat  exerted  ia 
die  Puiuc  wiiSt  was  maintained  at  the  eacpeoce  of  the  Romans  diem^ 
l^tves.  That  bigh-fpirited  people  (fuch  is  often  the  generons  en- 
diiifiafm  of  £reedom)'cheecfbU7  fubmitted'  to  the  moft  exceffire  but 
-volantary  burdens*  in  die  jnft  oonfidenoe  that  they  ihoold  speedily 
enjoy  die  ridi  hamfl:  of  thdr  labours.  Their  expeOations  were 
Bot  appointed;   In  the  conrle  of  a  ftw  yean,  the  riches  of  Syra- 
cule,  of  Garthage*  of  Macedcmia^  and  of  Afia»  were  brought  in  tri- 
aBdaboiitioa  umph  to  RonMi  The  treafnres  of  Perfeis  alone  amounted  to  near 
m  Rmuui"**  two  millions  Aeiling»  and  the  Roman  people,  die  fiiverdgn  of  £> 


^'^'"^  many  nadoiis»  was  £os  ever  d^vered  from  the  wdght  of  taxet  *^ 
The  increafiflg  rerenue  of  die  provinces  was  fimnd  fufficieni  to 
defray  die  ordinary  eftabliflimcnt  of  war  and  government*  and  the 
fiiperfluous  mafs  of  gold  and  filver  was  depofited  in  the  temple  of 
Saturn,  and  referred  for  any  unforefeen  emergency  of  the  ftMe  '** 
Tiiboies  of  Hiftory  has  never  perhaps  fuflpiered  a  greater  or  more  irreparable 
ibe  ptovwce*  '^^^  |^  ^  ^      o£  1^,^  eiuioiis  rcgiOer  bequeathed  by  Ao^ 

guftui. 
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^nftoi  to  the  SoMs,  in  which  that  esperienoed  prinoe  fo  aoeimtely 
halaooed  die  levenues  and  expeostt  of  the  Roman  cnpiie  De-^ 
prived  of  this  dear  and  comptefaenliTe  eftimate^  we  aie  lednced  to 
coUeft  a  ftw  impierfea  hints  from  foch  of  the  ancienia  as  have  acd- 
dentally  turned  afide  fion  the  fplendid  to  the  more  vSM  part*  of 
Uftory.  We  are  inlbnned,  that  bf  the  oooqaeftt  of  Pompey,  die 
tributes  of  Afia  were  raked  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-  «f  Al% 
five  millions  of  drschmi;  or  about  fiiur  mUfions  and  a  half  fier- 
ling      Under  the  laft  and  moft  indolent  of  the  Plolemiest  the  re-  «r9irp(^ 
venue  of  Egypt  is  laid  to  have  amounted  to  twelve  fhowfind  five 
hundred  talents ;  a  fum  &r  inftrior  to  what  was  afterwards  pro- 
duced by  the  more  exa&  ceconomy  of  the  RomanSi  and  the  increafb 
of  the  trade  of  iEthiopia  and  India     -Gaul  was  enriched  by  rafunci  «f  <^ 
9M  Egypt  was  byooninieroe>  and  the  tributes  of  thofe  two  great  pro- 
vinces have  been  compared  as  nearly  equal  to  each  other  in  value 
The  ten  thoufand  Euboic  or  Phoeaidan  talents,  about  four  millions  of  Alnoi. 
Aerling  '*>  which  vanquUhed  Carthage  vras  condemned  to  pay  within 
the  terra  of  fifty  years,  were  a  flight  acknowledgment  of  the  fupe- 
fixttity  of  Rome and  cannot  bear  the  leaft  proportion  with  the 
taxes  afterwards  raifed  both  on  the  lands  and  on  the  perlbns  of  the 
inhatntants,  when  the  fertile  coaft  of  Africa  was  reduced  into  a 
province  ''. 

Spain,  by  a  very  fingular  fatality,  was  the  Peru  and  Mexico  of  ofSfd^* 
the  old  world.  The  difcovery  of  the  rich  weftern  continent  by  the 
Hicenicians,  and  the  oppreflion  of  the  (imple  natives,  who  were 
compelled  to  labour  in  their  own  mines  for  the  benefit  of  ftrangers, 
form  an  exaft  type  of  the  more  recent  hiftory  of  Spanifli  America 
The  Phoenicians  were  acquainted  only  with  the  fca-coafl:  of  Spain  j 
avarice,  as  well  as  ambition,  carried  the  arms  bf  Rome  and  Carthage 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  almoft  every  part  of  the  foil  was 
found  pregnant  with  copper,  filver,  and  gold.  Mention  is  made  of  a 
nunc  near  Garthageoa  which  yielded  every  day  twenty-five  thoufand 

Y  a  drachms 
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dracbou  of  filver,  or  about  three  huodfcdi  thou£uid  poundl  tn 
year  ".    Twemy  thousand  pound  weight  of  gold  was  annually  lAr 
ceived  from  the  proviaces  of  Ailuria^  GalUcU,  and  LuTitaDia  ^\ 
oftheifleof      We  want  both  leifure  and  material*  to  purfue  this  curious  inquiry 
througli  the  many  potent  dates  that  were  annilulated  in  the  Roman, 
empire.    Some  notion,  liowevcr,  may  be  fornxcd  of  the  rcvi»ue  of 
the  provinces  where  confiderable  wealth  had  been  dcpofited  by  na* 
turcb  or  colle^Ud  by  man„  if  we  obferve  the  Severe  atientioa  that 
wu  4irefied  t»4kA  a^xiiet «f  ibUtiide  A9d. fttriUif ;  At^ftus  onoe 
soeeived  a  petitioa-inai  tli*  ialttMrtat»-  of -QfaxuB,  iHUnUy  prayiag: 
Hut  tbey  might  hfi  idinqd  ^op^  <Mie  tlM»d  «f  tWir  tmtSht  ittipo^ 
fitioni^  Thefc.  whflk  Uft .  wnwated         -to  ao  awe  ito  aag 
]uiadred4]id£fi74acM»t  WfAoHt^portBii:  tntt  Oftnwirw. 
jkJittkiiUiMi^^irn^a^Mcl^     ih0wfi;BeMkfi»»  MUtMe  of  fieflii 
««ier  .aol  em^  mBetBSfrg  of  tifib  «4.  laftdbic^  ^  bf  &  &ir 

Amoont  of 

the  differeaof  of  ttmet  and  ciyoimlhmflfi)  Uiergeneral  iaao««  of  cbtr 
Roman  pnMniiGM-<caHld  ieldom  amount  to  lefs  than  fiftfleo  or-tweaty 
millions  of  our  money  ^  ;  and,  adly,  That  fo  ample  a  revenue  o^iftl 

have  been  fully  adequate  to  all  the  expences  of  the  moderate  go- 
vernment inftituted  by  Auguftus,  whofe  court  was  the  niodcft  family 
of  a  private  fenator,  and  whofe  military  eflablilhment  was  calcu^ 
lated  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  without  any  afpiring  views  Af' 
conqucfl,  or  any  ferious  apprchenfion  of  a  foreign  invafioa. 
TuuouRo-     Notwithftanding  the  feeming  probability  of  both  Uiefe  conclufions, 
the  latter  of  them  at  Icaft  is  ftofnivdy  difowncd  by  the  language 
and  condudi  of  Auguftus.    It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether,  on 
this  occafion,  he  aded  as  the  common  father  of  the  Roman  world* 
or  as  the  oppreflbr  of  liberty }  whether  be  wiihed  to  relieve  the  pro- 
vinces} or  to  imporeriflx  the  lenate  and  <he  equeftriaa  order.  Bnt 
4  .  no 
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a»  fiwier  had  he  aifinned  die  n'lot  of  g«iitlMHiM»  43un  ht  fireL 
^acBtlf  iitfimtird  die  iofuffideney  of  thie  crihptee,  and  4!fae  accatttf 
^  t||K>wiag  an  equitable  pEOftoriiad  of  tiie  public  burden  upott 
Rome  and  Italy.  In  the  profecution  of  this  vtnpfifolu  .dsfigu,  ht 
idwtieedf  however,  by  cautious  and  -weiUwdghed  fteps.  The  in- 
ttoduf^on  of  ouftoms  was  followed  by  the  eftaWiflunent  of  an  ex^ 
cikt  and  the  fcheme  ci  taxation  was  completed  by  an  artful  jiflieflVnent 
on  the  real  and  perfooal  property  of  the  Roman  citizens,  who  had  be«a 
excojptcd  from  any  kiodof  cotiiribution  above  a  century  and  a  half.' 

I.  In  a  great  empire  like  that  of  Rome,  a  natural  balance  of  tnooey  Thccuftomi.. 
mull  have  gradually  cflabliftied  itfclf.    It  has  been  already  obierved| 
tbut  a«  the  wealth  of  the  provinces  was  attra(3jed  to  the  capital  by 
the  ftroog  hand  of  conqucft  and  power ;  a  confiderable  part  of  it  wac 
aefioced  t(Mhe  iadpftriws  provinces  by  thegeode  iaiflaicnce  of  com^ 
merce  and  attt.  la  the  reign  of  Auguftu»  and  hit  fiieoefibrs,  dutiei 
were  impoTci^cwiy  )md  ftf  lofrtibtiitt,  vAicli  ihnnigli  a  thou- 
MOmaod*  iomc^it'lht  ^Mtnifr  'a£€iptiw»  wmAimauji 
aad  ift  vriiaifecwr  JiMner  id»laar  nm  oBprdMr  ftiMdhcrJimM 
furehafier*  tiMf  M  the  froMBciil  tanAMAt,       paii  Kke 
The  nte  ff  dbf  coAmh  vaaad  inm  (he        >  to     •ftitieth  fait 
flf  4bc  ^hie  of  ihc  conowditf  's  and      haw  •  rfght-  to  fiippdfi  ' 
ihatiffce  «iaatiaii<m  iBreOcd  'bjr  tlia  iinattnaMo  iMitos  of  fil&efi: 
ihatAlueher  ihi^  was  fised  oa-^  arti^  of  luxttrf-flxia  on  thofe 
«f  «eaeflbf»  :aad  thu:  Ac  ffodiidioM  failed  or  nMnaMnctd  fay  ilie 
Uaor  -t^  the  fal»jcQa  of  ihe  «inpi»et  ^fere  treated  ivkh  move 
didgawc  fhaa  «tas  fhemi-M  tlie  ^peniicioiii»  or  at  kaft  thie  anpdpubui 
comnoice  of  Arabia  and  India  *^   There  it  fiiil  extant  a  long  but 
impecfoft  catalogue  «f  «aaera  commoditict,  which  about  the'  timie. 
of  Aleitaader  Scmruaivese'iufyeft  to  the  ftayment  of  duties  i  ciuoa- 
nmH  tKynAtf  pepper,  ginger,  and  the  ^ole  tribe  of  arbmatics,  a: 
gieat  ^riety  of  precious  ftones,  among  which  the  diamond  was  the- 
Mft  -rtearkaUe  for  its  price*  and  the  emerald  for  ttt  beauty  ^*  i. 

BarthiaOi 
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Parthian  and  Babylonian  leather*  cottons,  filks,  both  raw  and  manu- 
factured, ebony,  ivory,  and  eunuchs We  may  obferve  that  the 
ufe  and  value  of  thofe  effeminate  ilaves  gradually  rofe  with  the 
decline  of  the  empire. 

IL  The  excife,  introduced  by  Auguftus  after  the  <ivil  wars,  was 
extremely  moderate,  but  it  was  general.    It  feldom  exceeded  one 
per  cent. ;  but  it  comprehended  whatever  was  fold  in  the  markets 
or  by  public  auQion,  from  the  moft  confidcrable  purchafcs  of  lands 
and  houfee,  to  tliofe  minute  objeds  which  can  only  derive  a  value 
from  their  infinite  multitude  and  daily  confumption.    Such  a  tax, 
as  it  aScOa  the  body  of  the  people,  has  ever  beea  the  occafion  of 
clamour  and  difeoflteat.  An  empinor'well  acquunted  widi  the 
WMits  and  idbiiKet'of  the  ttnttt  wai  obliged  to  declare  by  a  puUie 
9iaA,  .diat  the  fupporC  ef  the  army  depended  in  &  grtfat  meafure  on 
Ae  pvodnee  of  the  excife 
Taxon  le^*     UL  When  AiigiiAai  lefiilfed  to  eftiUiih  a  permanent  military 
tatet  Sdt  the  defence  of  his  gofemment  againft  Ibreign  and  domeftic 
eoenneay  he  inffitoued'a  peculiar  treafury  for  the  pay  of  die  liildierst 
ihe  le^midt  of  die  ytteauM,  and  die  eztnumUnary  expencea  <^ 
war.   The  ample  revenue  of  the  exdfe,  though  peculiarly  apfiro- 
piiatcd  to  tbofe  ufes,  was  found  inadequate.   To  fopply  the  defi- 
ciency, the  emperor  fuggefted  a  new  tax  of  five  fgr  cent,  on 
legacies  and  inheritances.    But  the  nobles  of  Rome  were  more  tena- 
cious of  property  than  of  freedom.    Their  indignant  murmurs  were 
received  by  Auguftus  with  his  ufual  temper.    He  candidly  referred 
the  whole  bufincfs  to  the  fcnatc,  and  exhorted  them  to  provide  for 
the  public  fcrvicc  by  fome  other  expedient  of  a  lefs  odious  nature. 
They  were  divided  and  perplexed.    He  infinuated  to  them,  that 
their  obflinacy  would  oblige  him  to  propofe  a  general  land-tax  and 
capitation.    They  acquicfced  in  fdence  '**.    The  new  impofition  on 
legacies  and  inheritances,  was  however  mitigated  by  fome  reftric- 
iions.   It  did  not  take  place  unlefs  the  objed  was  of  a  certain  value* 
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niQft  probably,  of  fifty  or  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold  '°' ;  nor  could  it 
be  exacted  fxwx  the  neareft  of  kin  on  the  father's  fide  '°^  When 
the  rights  of  nature  and  poverty  were  thus  fecured,  it  fccmed 
reafonablc,  that  a  ftrangcr,  or  a  diftant  relation,  who  acquired  an 
unexpc<£bcd  acccflion  of  fortune,  ftiould  cheerfully  refiga  a  twentieth 
part  of  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate  "^  - 
Such  a  tax,  plentiful  as  it  muft  prove  in  every  wealthy  com-  Suited  to  ihf 
munity,  was  mofl:  happily  fuited  to  the  fituation  of  the  Romans,  ****,,^''* 
who  could  frame  their  arbitrary  wills,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  reafon  or  caprice*  without  any  reftraint  from  the  modern  fetters 
of  entails  and  fettlements.  Even  the  partiality  of  paternal  affedtion, 
.often  loft  its  bfloencf  over  the  fiern  ptitrtoie  of  .the  oooimon  wealth, 
and  the  dilfiiltttie-nolilea  of  the:  empire ;  and  if  the  fiuher  bequeathed 
.to.hftfr  fim  the  fourth  part  of  .hk  eftate»  h<  nsnoved  all  ground 
of  legal  complaint  '*^  .  Bat  a  lich^  chUdleft  old  mae  ms  a  do-  • 
BiefUc  tfoMf  tod  hit  power  i^reaftd,  with  his  yearijand  io? 
firaudeB.  A  ferv^'  crowd*  ,  io  whkh  .he  frequently  reckoned 
pnetoN.and.eoofidst  courted  his  finileff  pampered  his  avarice,  ap«> 
plandcd  his  ftUies».  fet?ed  ha»jpaflioiis»  and  waited  with  jmpttitece 
fos  his  death.  The  arts  of  attendance  and  flattery  were  fimned  into 
A  moft  lucratiTe  icieocct  ihofe  who  profefled  it  acquired  a  peculiar 
a^pdlation ;  and  the  whole  city»  acoordiug  to  the  lively,  delcripk 
tions  of  iaiire,  was  divided  between  two  parties,  the.  hunters  and 
their  game  Yet  while  £>  many  unjuft  and  extravagant  wills 
weruemy.day  didated  by  cunning,  and  fubfcribed  by  fdly,  a  few 
were  the  refult  of  rational  efteem  and  virtuous  gratitude.  Cicera, 
wh9  Jiad  ib  often  defended  the  lives  and  fottunea  of  his  fellow- 
dtizens,  was  rewarded  with  legacies  to  the  amount  of  an  hundred 
and  lisventy  thoufand  pounds  j.nor  do  the  friends  of  the  younger 
Pliny,  ieem  to  have  been  lefs  generous  to  that  amiable  orator 
Whatever  was  the  motive  of  the  teftator,  the  treafury  claimed,  with^ 
out  diftinQinn»  the  twentieth  part  of  his  efiatcj  and  in  the  courfe 
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of  two  or  three  generations,  the  wliole  property  of  the  fulgoft 
muft  have  gradually  paflcd  through  the  coffers  of  the  ftatc. 

In  the  firft  and  golden  years  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  that  prince, 
from  a  defire  of  popularity,  and  perhaps  froru  a  blind  impuife 
of  benevoience,  conceived  a  wifli  of  aboliOiing  the  opprcfllon  of  the 
Iti^^ailoBi    cuiloms  and  cxcife.  The  wifcfl  fenators  applauded  his  magnanimity; 
Unm,'**     but  they  diverted  him  from  the  cxecutiou  of  a  dcfigu,  which  would 
have  diflblved  the  Hrength  and  refourc«s  of  the  republic  "\  Had 
it  indeed  beeh  poffibie  to  realize  this  dream  of  fancy,  fuch  princes 
-aft  Trajaa  and  the  Antonines  would  fnrely  have  embraced  with 
4irdMtr,  tlM  gMoM  opportunity  of  tonfeittdf;  lb  iigoal  an  oUi- 
gatkmOAmtiskiiid.  •  &rtuficd»  towe^,  «kk  aUcvuitiDg  the  pub. 
•Ho  lKtt4Mi>  tliey  Mteaipted  not  to  tmxm  it  TkB  miMAtit  «ii4 
fraeUkm  of  Ihdr  Um  ^Tctttstifld  the  tiilt  toA  OMtfiinf  of  taniioo, 
Slid  pMttCM  ttui  AtbjcA  of  every       tgaiofi  Mbittary  iotcrprel- 
«tlo6i»  antiqilated  aUIms*'  and      Infekiit  ftutum  of  the  ffenaen 
^  Cb«  rtTtrnM*".  For  ir1»  fiMoewhat  fiagulaiv  ^  in  e««i)r 

Wft  and  wifed  of  Ac  Romaii  gbVcroMt  poriiwowd  in  this  peiw 
flktom  tnediad  of  ooNoOb^  the  principal  lutachci  at  leaft  of 
^  tsdfe  tod  toibtoft 
^  The  iitailimeats,  and,  indeed,  the  fituatioa  of  CaracaUa,  men  -Hry 
difibrent  from  thofe  of  the  Antonines.  Inattentive,  or  rather 
Jtvtrfe  to  the  welfare  of  his  pet^e,  bo  Ibuad  himfelf  under  the 
neccffityof  gratifying  the  infatiate  avarice,  which  he  had  excited 
in  the  army.  Of  the  feveral  impofitions  introduced  by  Augaftus, 
die  twentieth  on  inheritances  and  legacies,  was  the  maft  £ruitfiil, 
ai  well  as  the  moft  comprehenfive.  As  its  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  Rome  or  Italy,  the  produce  contlnniUy  increafed  with  the 
gradual  extenfion  of  the  Roman  City.  Tiie  new  citizens,  though 
charged,  on  equal  terms  "',  with  the  payment  of  new  taxes,  which 
had  not  affeded  them  as  fubjefls,  derived  an  ample  coinpcnfation 
from  the  rank  they  obtainedi  the  privil^es  they  acquired,  aod  the 
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fair  profped  of  honours  and  fortune  that  was  thrown  open  to  tlicir 
ambition.    But  the  favour,  wliich  implied  a  diftindlon,  was  loft 
in  the   prodigality    of  Caracalla,  and  the  reludant  provincials  Tlrfi^tam 
were  compelled  to  alTume  the  vain  title,  and  the  real  obiiga-  givao  m  al! 
tions,  of  Roman  citizens.    Nor  was  the  rapaciOttS/  fim  ol .  o«-  dais  for  (ht 
.verus  contented  with  fuch  a  meafure  of  tuttn&uh  as  had  appeared  Clwi^n/'^ 
.feffioenttD  his  moderate  predeceflbci,.  ^pftead  of  a  t«eiitiiMh«  lie 
exaded  a-  tei|th  of  aU  legacies  fyid  .ioheritanceB  i  and.  dating JMa 
reign  (for  the  aoeieat  proportion  ma  reCbred  after  hU^dAth)  he 
cniflicd  alike  ■  every  part  of  the  empire  .under  die  weight  of  his 
ifoafcepter .  .  .        :.  ; 

When  aU  the  provincia]i|..becBaae  liable  to  the*  peculiar  uQp((fitu»s  TMijgriity 
ofRomancitizensrtheyliremedcoaoaiuftale^escnptiopii^  ^tObuu' 
tributes,  which  they  had  paid  in  their  farmer  coodition  of  'fid)j|Qd|. 
Such  were  not  the  maxims  of  government  adopted  by,  Guacalla  i^ 
his  pretended  fon.  The  old  as  well  as  the  new  taxes  were,  at  the  liune 
time,  levied  in  the  provinces.  It  was  rePerved  for  the  virtue  of  Alexan- 
der to  relieve  them  in  a  great  meafure  from  this  intolerable  grievancei 
by  reducing  the  tributes  to  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  fum  exaded  at  the 
dme  of  his  acceffion  It  is  impoflible  to  conjeQure  the  motive  that 
engaged  him  to  fpare  fo  trifling  a  remnant  of  the  public  evil ;  but 
the  noxious  weed,  which  had  not  been  totally  eradicated,  again  fprang 
up  with  the  moft  luxuriant  growth,  and  in  the  fucceeding  age, 
darkened  the  Romnn  world  with  its  deadly  fliade.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory,  we  lliall  be  too  often  fummoncd  to  explain  the  land-tax, 
the  capitation,  and  the  heavy  contributions  of  corn,  wine,  oil,  and 
meat,  that  were  cxadcd  from  the  provinces,  for  the  uic  of  the 
court,  the  army,  and  the  capital. 

As  long  as  Rome  and  Italy  were  refpedcd  as  the  center  of  govern-  Confequsncei 
mcnt,  a  national  fpirit  was  preferved  by  the  ancient,  and  inrcnfibly  6^i,llitrf 
imbibed  by  the  adopted  citizens.    The  principal  commands  of  the  '^**** 
army  were  filled  by  men  who  had  received  a  liberal  education,  were 
Vol.  L  Z  well 
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i*en  aifbuded  aa  tlie  advantages  of  kwt  mi  kMem»  and  lAo  had 
by  equal  fleps,  Atongfc the  ngakt  fmtSan ti  waimaiwU 
JaOsf  lioBO«r»''*.  Ta  their  inflnfiHr  and  CBaaBfie  «t  may  panly 
dcribe  fhe  laodeft  obedience  the  legioot  doiiig  -ihe  two  liill 
-cciitiines:af  ^haftnak  hl^tttfi, 

'3^kd  iioi9m.bf  GmMfella,'  the'^Apaiwkp  -of  '^cefeffions  p*diia!lf 
4betiNik4 1»  Iht  ^Mtttiftiak^df  ftuAt^  The  oioie  pdHbed  citizeiu 

^<illntet.  Thevoug^tMdCiOl'anu  watiibandonedto^peafantt 

and  barbaxians  ci  lihe  fiontien»  wbo  knew  no  country  but  their 
^  xm^^im' tmm  hmi  ^that  of  titer, no  dvil  Uknt  and  ibucely 
:  ^lioii  cT  Milllily  diiy^i^^  'Withbbody  handt,  (avi^  manaen,. 

ting  dt^Mi'ite  Kfohitiiluif  they  fiwietlmes-giaidedf  but  mnch  a^t^tntat- 

■^fid>ieiie8'ne''&ioiie  of  Ac  cnpeion* 
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C  H  A  R  VII, 

*  • 

Tie  elevasim  a»d  tyramty  of  Maxtmht.'^lUhUUm  in 
Africa  m§d  Italy,  under  the  authority  of  the  Senate, 
-^ivil  Wars  and  Seditions. — Fiolent  Deaths  of  Max- 
imin  and  his  Son^  of  Maximus  and  Balhtnus^  and,  of, 
the  thru.  Cordiam. — Ufurpatim  and  fiadar  J^hmtr^, 

OF  the  various  forms  ofgonrnmen^wlMa  bi(Ke|«Mtg^^  The.ppa. 
world,  aa  hereditary  monarchy  feeou  to  pf^elkt  the  fiiicft 
fcope  for  ridicule.    Is  h  poffibic  to  relate,  iritfawt  an  iiii%nMl 

foiile,  that  on  the  father's  deceafe,  the  property  of  a  mAa^  ' 
like  that  of  a  drove  of  oxen,  dcfcends  to  his  rafant  foA^  n.'jA 
unknown  to  mankind  and  to  himfelf ;  and  that  the  brawft  mttH 
riors  and  the  wifcft  ftatefmcn,  rdinquiflung  their  aaliinl  right 
empire,  approach  the  royal  cradle  with  bended  knees  anl  jn^ 
tcftations  of  inviolable  fidelity?     Satire  aixl  declamation  mtf 
paint  thefe  obvious  topics  in  the  moft  dazzling  colouw,  buU  onr 
more  fcrious  thoughts  will  refped  a  ufeful  prejudice,  that  efta- 
blifhcs  a  rule  of  fucceffion,  independent  of  the  paflions  of  man- 
kind; and  we  fliall  cheerfully  acquiefce  in  any  expedient  thU 
deprives  the  multitude  of  the  dangerous,  ana  indeed,  the  ideal  |)01M« 
of  giving  themfelves  a  mafter. 

In  the  cool  &tde  of  retirement,  we  may  eafily  devife  imaginary  ^aco\mu. 
forms  of  government,  in  which  the  fcepter  fhall  be  conftantly  be-  " 
flowed  on  the  mofr  worthy^  by  the  free  and  incorrupt  fuffragc  of  fiacwS 
the  whole  community.   Experience  overturns  ihcfe  airy  fahrica, 
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and  teaches  us,  that  in  a  large  focicty,  the  clcdlion  of  a  monarch 
can  never  devolve  to  the  wifcfi:,  or  to  the  moft  numerous  part  of 
the  people.    The  army  is  the  only  order  of  men  fufTiciently  united 
to  concur  ia  the  fame  fentiments,  and  powerful  enough  to  impofe 
them  on  the  reft  of  their  fellow-citizens:  but  the  temper  of  foldiers, 
habituated  at  once  to  violence  and  to  flavery,  renders  them  very 
unfit  guardians  of  a  legal,  or  even  a  civi!  conditution.  Juftice* 
liumanity,  or  political  wifdo.m,   are  qualities  they  are  too  little 
acquainted  with  in  thcmfelvcs,  to  appreciate  them  in  others.  Va- 
lour will  acquire  their  efteem,  and  liberality  will  purcliafc  their 
fuffrage ;  but  the  firft     diefe  meriti;  is  often  lodged  in  tbe  nioft 
fftvage  breafts ;  the  htter  can  only  exert  itfelf  at  the  espsnce  of  the 
public ;  and  both  may  be  turned  againft  the  pofleffiv  of  the  throng 
'  )  «  faj-lhe^ilkbitku)  of  aSanng  ]riVal« 
oHt  la  :  ,T]ie  lo^drior  |>rerbgative  of  bulb,  when  it  hat  obtained  the  Jane* 
tiooof  tioM  and  popular  opinioni  m  the  pluneft,  and  leaft  invMiottt* 
greauA  otM  9^      dtftiiiftions  amonjg^  mankind.  ^  The  -  aidchofnledged  right 
an^a^guiOieB  ^  hopes  of  fadion;  thd  the  cbnSciOuAi  f<^rity  diP- 
anpi  ibe  etodtf  of  the  monatch.   To  the  firm  eftabKihineDt  of  this 
idea,  we  -owe  die  peacMl  fnccefiion,  and  mild  adminiftration,  of 
Euiopcan  SKmarctees*  To'  the  dcfed  of  it^  we  muft  attribute  the 
frequent  civil- wan,  through  which  an  Afiaric  Delpbt  is  obliged  to 
cut  his  way  to  die  throne  of  his  fathers.  *  Yet,  even  in  the  Eaft, 
the  f{diere  of*  oontendon  is  tifiially  limited  to'  the  princes  of  the 
reigning  houfe,  and  as  foon  as  the  fortunate  candidate  has  remoTcdi 
his'briethren»  by  die  fword  aiid  the  bbw-ftriog,  he  'ho  longer  enter- 
tains any  jealoufy  of  his  meifiaer  fubjeOs.  But  die  Roman  empire,' 
after  the  authority  of  the  fenate  had  funk  into  contempf,  was  a 
vaft  ifcene  of  cbnfufion.  The  royal,  and  even  noble,  ikmilies  of 
:  th^  pifovioees,  had  long  fince  been  led  in  triumph  before  the  car  of 
-  die  haughty:  Mpnblinins;   The  aaicibnt  ikmilids  x>f  Rome  had 
fncceffively*&lleQ' beneath  the  tyranny  of  the  Cae&n;  andwhilft 
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thofe  princes  were  (hackled  by  the  forms  of  a  commonwealth,  and 
diiappointed  by  the  repeated  failure  of  their  poderity  it  was  iin-> 
poffible  that. any  idea  of  hereditary  fucceffioit  (hould  have  taken 
foot  in  the'mittdsiif'tharffuliieda.  Jhe  right  to  the  throne,  which 
none  could  claim  from  birth,  every  one  aflhmed  fiMi'meiit'  The 
dariDg  hopes  of  ambition  wtce  fyvlook  from  the  lUiitai^  reffaainta 
of  hiw  and  prejudices  and  the  kft  of  manldncl  might,  without  folly, 
enteHain  ii  hope  of  being  raifed  by  '  Yalo«r  ftdd  fortnnc  to  a'ranit 
ia'the  army,-  iv  whifch  a  iingle  ofinie  would  enable  hitn  to  wxefi 
the  ftepcer  of  the  world  ,  firom  his  ftd)le  and  unpopular  malter. 
After  the  murder  Alexander  Severus^'  and  the  elevation  ot 
Maidmih,  no  cmpeior  could  think  buofelf :  &fc  upon  'the  throne^ 
and.  every  baibariin  peaiant'Of  the-fionlicr  nifghc  jiipiffr'  ^that 
angnft,  hut  dangeioua  fiatiim. 

■  About  thirty-two  yeart  befoie  that  ivent,  the  emperor .8evenii»  Bir  h^^rd 
returning  from  an  eiiftern  expedition)  halted  in  Thrace,  to  cele*  MiSh.° 
brate,  wUh  military  garner,  the  birth>day  of  his  yoiiager  (on,  Geta.' 
The  country  flocked  in  crowds  to  behold  their  fovereign,  and  a 
young  barbarian  of  gigantic  Oaturc  earneftly  folicited,  in  his  rude 
diale£l,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  contend  for  the  prize  of  wieft- 
ling.  As  the  pride  of  difciprme  woyld  have  been  difgraccd  in  the  ' 
overthrow  of  a  Roman  foldier  by  a  Thracian  pcafant,  he  was 
matched  with  the  ftoutell  followers  of  the  camp,  fixteen  of  whom 
he  fucceffively  laid  on  the  ground.  His  vidory  was  rewarded  by 
foine  trifling  gifts,  and  a  peiniifTion  to  inlift  in  the  troops.  The 
next  day,  the  happy  barbarian  was  diAinguifhed  above  a  crowd  of 
recruits,  dancing  and  exulting  after  the  falhion  of  his  country. 
As  £x>n  as  he  perodved  that  he  had  attraded  the  emperor's  notice^ 
he  inftantly  ran  up  to  his  borfe,  and  followed  him  on  foot,  without 
the  leaft  appearance  of  fatigue,  in  a  long  and  rapid  career.  **  Thra* 
•*  cian,"  (aid  Severps,  with  aftonilhment,  **  art  thou  difpofed  i» 
'*  wrellle  after  thy  race  T   Moft  willingly,  Sir,  replied  the  nn> 
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treaTicd  youth,  and,  almoft  ia  a  breath,  overthrew  feven  of  thtf 
{Irongcft  loldiers  in  the  army.  A  gold  collar  was  the  prize  of 
bis  matchlefs  vigour  and  activity,  and  he  was  immediately  ap- 
ffDtnted  to  ferve  in  the  horfe-guards  who  always  attended  on  the 
perfon  of  the  fiavercign  *. 

MaaiaiiQi  for  that  was  his  nime,  though  born  on  tlie  territories 
of  the  empire,  defceoded  from  a  mixed  race  of  h«rbtriaiM.  Hit 
fiuher  was  a  GtA,  and  Ui  mMlier,  of  the  aatioa  of  ibe  Alant. 
lie  di^ayed,  oa  cretj  occaQoh.  a.  viAmur  Aptal-  to  bta  ftcength  ; 
mod  bit  nadve  fierdeneTir  fixki  tempeigd  or  di%aiftd  by  die 
ici|owled|^  nf  the  world.  Under  the  feign  of  Sevems  and  bit  fbiv 
be  obCaiiKd  tba-nmlc  of  centufUKi».  widt  the  &faur  and'cfteemi 
of  bolb  iMe  piinciNk  the  femat#:of  wbom  ^fam  am  ennllant  judge: 
of  merit.  Gratitude  forbade  Maximia  to  Jerve  indnr  die  aflalBa  of 
Gancalia.  Honour  taught  bbn'tadedtoe  the  eflfeminaM'iftfuIit  of 
EhgabahMk  .Oil  the  aebeflioii  of  Alexander  be  rtturoed  to'eoun^ 
and  wae  plaeed  by:  diat  piineew  tn'a  ftadoa  ufefiit  to- the  fervice}* 
and  bououriHe  to  faimfelf.  Th4  ibiirtk  l«gion>  to  which  be  wit 
appmntad:tribailCf  lSx»  bcoamer  tnkler  cart,  die  beft  difoplined 
of  the  whole  army.  With  the  general  appbufe  of  die  CMlan^ 
who  bdftowel  on  tHeoc  £iv«Nlritt  lleft>  -tBe  aaiBet  of  Ajax  -aiMl' 
Hescukt,  bt  wai  fiioccAvely  pMmoted  ffo  the  ^  taXHuLtf' 
naad  \  and  bid  not  he  mil  retained  too  nncb  of  bi»  (avage  origin, 
the  empcnt  might  perhttp»  have  givien  hia  fifter  in  marriage  to  the- 
fon  of  M axtrtiA  -  . 
Conr;>irac7  of  It^SHtaA  4»f  fecurinf*  bit  fidelity,  dieie  fknsm  ferted  cinly  tb  in- 
Muaaia.  amotion  of  die  Thncfan  peafam,'  who  deemed  fart- 

fortune  inadequate  to  hb  merit,  as  lonrg  at  be  jnd  confh-aiaed  to 
nckoMedge  a  fiiperior.  Though  a  Granger  to  fexl  wiiBom,  he 
was  .not'de^tiid  of  a  fdfilh  conning,  which  ihewed  Hni,  *that  the 
emperor  bed  loft  affe6Hon  of  the  army,  arid  taught  him  -to' 
improve  their  dilcontent  ta  hit  own  advantage.  U  it  ealy  for  fadbn* 

and 
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and  calumny  to  fhed  their  poifon  on  the  adminiftratioa  of  the  bcft 
■of  princes,  and  to  accufe  even  tlicir  virtues  by  artfully  confounding 
them  with  thofc  vices,  to  wiuch  they  bear  the  neareft  affinity.  The 
troops  liftencd  with  plcafure  to  the  cmifiiries  of  Maximin.  They 
blufhcd  at  their  own  ignominious  patience,  which  during  thirteen 
years  had  fupportcd  the  Tcxatious  difcipline  iinjx>fcd  by  an  eSemi-' 
nate  Syrian,  the  timid  flare  of  his  mother  and  of  the  fcnate.  It 
was  time,  they  cried,  to  caft  away  tliat  tiiclcrs  phantom  of  the  civil 
power,  and  to  cledl  for  their  prince  and  general  a  real  foldier,  edu- 
cated in  camps,>  exercifed  ia  war,  who  would  aflert  the  glury*  and 
(liftribute  among  hi«  compaaiom  the  treafuree,  of  the  empire.  A 
■great  armyv  commanded  by  tlie  emperor  ia  perfon,  was  at  that 
•time  aflembled  on  the  lMink»  of  the  Rhine  againft  the  Germans 
and  the  important  cire  of  training  and  reiriewing  tlie  new  ieries,. 
•was  iotnifted  to  Maxtims.  One  day  as  he  enteved  the  StUA  <^eKiu» 
"cife*  die  troopSt  either  fitam  «  fudden  impulfe  or* formed confitt* 
xacyt  &]ated  him  emperor*  iilenccd  by  thdr  loud  acdmnatioiit^^ 
««i)llin«te  t^fhfidy- and 'hastened  to  coafinamate  liieir  fcheOioft  bf  the  ^ 
jnurder  of  Alexander  Severua.  '  >9- 

The  cticttaaftaiicei  of  Ida  death  are  ■'vatiou^  r^oedi  Thewri-..  ^  , 
*ten*  ^rfao  iuppole  lihat'he  died  in  ignorance  of  tike  ingmtimiewd  Afawtoi 
ambitioa  of  Maxhaiiit  affism,  that  afte^  taking  «-£pugal  riigdt  ik 
'the  fight  of  the  army»  he  retifcd  to  fieep^  and  ^t  about  xbe 
ieventh  hour  of  die  day*  a  party  of  -fais  own  gnardahreke  into  die 
•laaperial  tcot>  apd<  vridi  numy  wouads,  afaSnalfed  their  'virtiioa» 
•nnd  «ifvrpe£king  prince'.  fiFive  credit  another,  mid  indaod  a.  mem 
probable  account*  Maximia  wat  invefled  widi  the  purple  h^  a.iiiv> 
•jBcrotts  detachment*  at  the  dtftanee  of  ieveral  milea  •firom.thehea^ 
^oarttra  ;  and  he  troAed  for  focceft-radief  to  the  ftcret  wilhea  diaa< 
eo  the  piiblic  dcdamiona  of  the  greiit  army.  Akmidev  had  'lufllU 
cicot  time  to  awaken  a  laint  ienCe  of  loy^  among  -hk  tfoop»;  f  bar 
their  reludant  profeffioos  of. -fidelity  tpiickly  vaniflied- ok  the  ap» 

3^  peacance- 
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pearance  of  M«iinin,  who  declared  himfelf  the  friend  and  advo- 
cate of  the  military  oider,  aod  m  unanimouny  acknowledged  em- 
peror of  Ae  Romans  by  flie  applauding  legions.  The  fon  of 
•Afamca,  betrayed  and  defcrted,  withdrew  into  his  tent,  dehrous  at 


leaft  to  cowwil  hia  H»P«»aching  fate  from  the  infults  of  the  muUi- 
tnde.   He  waa  foon  followed  by  a  tribune  and  feme  centurions,  the 
mtnifters  <rf  death;  but  inftcad  of  reccivins  with  manly  rcfolution 
.the  inewtaMe  ftioke»  his  unavaiUng  cries  and  entreaties  difgraccd 
•the  laft  momenta  of  his  life,  and  converted  into  contempt  feme 
portion  of  the  juft  pity  which  his  innocence  and  misfortunes  muil 
infpire.    His  mother,  Mamxa,  whofe  pride  aud  avarice  he  loudly 
accufcd  as  the  caufe  of  his  ruin,  periQicd  with  her  fon.  Themoft 
faithful  of  his  friends  were  facrificcd  to  the  firft  fury  of  the  foldieri. 
Others  were  refervcd  for  the  more  deliberate  cruelty  of  the  ufurper, 
and  thofe  who  experienced  the  mUdcft  treatment  were  ftripped  of 
their  employments,  aud  ignominioully  dfiv^  froni,^..  C9»fft^^ 

army*.  '     1  n  v..;       ... .  k  Vi       >v  '  ^' ••• .^'V^^ 

T  The  former  tyranta^CaliguU  and  Noo^  Cpin^ 

mST     ^gye  all  diflblute  and  unexperienced  youths',  ed^catgd.  in  th4,%- 
pie  and  corrupted  by  the  pside  of  wnp^rc^  the  iig^ 
and  the  perfidious  voice  of  flattery,  :.T^C3«nru^,.9j5,Alaximin  was 
UerivcU  from  a  dW«l^>¥?M»  i^^if^C  .Though  jie 

depended  qi^the  ^^achment  of  t|»e|oldiers,  who  loTfd  lum  for 
.tue?  like  0ieir  own,  he  was  «onf«^oua  that  his  mcsui,  and.  barba^w 
origia.  IM  l»vnge-appearance,  and  his  toul  ignorance  of  the  ajts 
nd  inftituttona  gf.ciya  lifeS.fbrnJrfia  yery  unfavourable  contraft 
^  the  tmiiWe  manners  of  the  unhappy  Alexander.  He  rcmcm- 
•bered,  that.Jnhia.humbler  fortune,  he  had  often  waited  before  the 
doocaof  the  haughty  nobles  of  Rome,and  had  been  denied  admittance 
hy  the  iof<|lew?e  of  their  flaves.  .He  recolkacd  too  the  fricndiliip 
cf.a  few  who  had  relieved  his  poverty,  and  afTirted  his  rifing  hopes. 
But  thofe  who  had  fpumed,  and  ihofc  who  had  protcacd  the  Tlira- 
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d&n,  were  guilty  of  the  fame  crime,  the  knowledge  of  his  original 
obfcurity.  For  this  crime  many  were  put  to  death  ;  and  by  the  exe- 
cution of  feveral  of  his  bencfaiSors,  Maximin  publilhed,  in  charac- 
ters of  blood,  the  Indelible  hiflory  of  his  bafenefs  and  Ingratitude'. 

The  dark  and  fanguinary  foul  of  the  tyrant,  was  open  to  every 
fufpicion  againft  thoTe  among  his  fubjedls  who  were  the  mofl  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  their  birth  or  merit.  Whenever  he  was  alarmed  with 
Ac  loDod  of  treafon,  his  cruelty  wu  unbouaded  and  unrelenting, 
AoonTpiracy  againft  hia  life  was  either  S&mtttA  or  imagined,  tad 
MagiauSf  a  confolar  (enatOTf  wat  named  at  the  principal  auAor  of 
it.  'Without  a  witnefi*  without  a  trial,  and  without  an  opportunitjr 
of -defence,  Magnus,  ^th  four  thoufand  of  his  fnppoled 
plices,  were  put  to  death;  Italy  and  the  whole  empire  were  hBfi:fteif 
with  innumerable  ipiet  and  informers.  On  the  flightdt  accufation,' 
the  firft  of  the  Roman  nobles,  who  had  ^erned  provinces,  com- 
manded armies,  and  been  adorned  with:  the  confular  and  tribm^hal 
omafloeats,  were  chained  on  the  public  carriages,  and  htrfned'away 
to  the  emperor's  jnefence.    Gonfi(c!Btion,  exile,  or  fimple  death, 
were  cfteemcd  uncommon  inflances  of  his  lenity.    Some  of  the  un* 
Ibrtunate  fuffierers  he  ordered  to  be  fewed  up  in  the  hides  of  ilauglr* 
tered  animals,  others  to  be  expofcd  to  wild  beafts,  others  again-  to 
be  beaten  to  death  with  clubs.    During  the  three  years  of  his  reign, 
he  difdaincd  to  vifit  either  Rome  or  Italy.    His  camp,  occafionally 
removed  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhino  to  thofe  of  the  Danube,  was 
the  feat  of  his  ftcrn  defpotifm,  which  trampled  on  every  principle 
of  law  and  jufticc,  and  was  fupportcd  by  the  avowed  power  of  the 
fword.    No  man  of  noble  birth,  elegant  accomplifliments,  or  know- 
ledge of  civil  bufinefs,  was  fuffercd  near  his  pcrfon  ;  and  the  court 
of  a  Roman  cm|x?ror  revived  the  idea  of  thofe  ancient  diiefs  of 
fliaves  and  gladiaiurs,  whofe  favage  power  had  left  a  deep  imprelfioa 
of^  terror  and  deteftalion 'V  *•  "    »  •  • 
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Oppr^m  of  ^  As  \qx\^  a»  ^he  cruelty  of  Maxlntn  wu  OMifittedto  the  illuAnous 
c*.''"*  i^natort,  or  even  tp  die  bold  advenmrecit  ivbo  in  tlie  court  or  army 
expofethemielves  to  the  caprice  of  fiictanet  the  botfy  of  the  people 
viewed  their  fufferiags  with  iodifterenc^  or  perhaps  with  ^leafuie. 
But  the  tyrant's  amic^  Simulated  by  the  iniatiatc  clefires  of  the 
ibidiersy  at  length  attadnd  the  puUic  property.  Every  city  <^  the 
empire  was  pcdTefled  of  an  independent  revenue*  deftined  to  pniw 
diaie  corn  fixr  the  multttude*  and  lo  fupply  the  ezpenccs  of  Uk 
gamee  and  entertainments.  By  a  fingle  ad  of  authority,  the  wholie 
flia&  cf  wealth  wat  at  once  coofilcated  for  the  uie  of  the  Imperial 
ireafiiry.  The  temples  were  ftripped  of  their  moft  valaaUe  ofier* 
i}igs  of  gold  and  film,  and  the  ftatves  of  gods»  heroes*  and  cape-  ' 
ion  were  melted  down  and  oeined  into  money.  Theie  Impiona  or* 
dersoouldnotbe  esecated  inthout  tmuilli  fnd  maflSwiesi  as  in  many 
places  the  people  dmfe  imdier  to  die  in  die  defence  of  tfieur  altars» 
^faan  to  bdudd  in  the  mklft  of  jpeace  didr  ctttes  ezpo^  tothe  nr- 
^ne  and  cruelty  of  war.  The  fiddiers  themiclvea,  among  whoni 
this  lacril^kma  plunder  was  diftributed,  received  tt  with  a  hkilhi 
a|id»  hardened  as  they  were  in  aOs  of  violence,  they  dreaded  the  juft 
l|plOScll|i  of  their  friends  and  relations.  Throughotxt  the  l**^!!*! 
iporfdageacral  cry  of  indtgnation  was  heard,  imploring  vengeance 
on  thff.cMWfgQP^  enemy  of  human  Idnd  i  and  at  length*  by  an  aft  of 
private  opprefllon,  a  peaceful  and  onvmed  province  was  driven  into 

lUvwIi  ill  Thie  procurator  of  Afrka  was  a  iervanlj  worthy  of  Aich  a  nu|fter> 
A^D^  tyi*  lAo  C(»fidered  the  fines  and  confi^tioas  of  the  nobles  as  <mk  of 
Apiil*  AemOft  fruitful  bcanclMS  of  the  Imperial  revenue.  An  iniquitous 
fwi^yiy  had  been  pronounced  againd  fome  opulent  youths  of  that 
country,  the  execution  of  which  would  have  ftripped  them  of  far 
the  greater  part  of  their  patrimony.  In  this  extremity,  a  rciulution 
that  mud  either  complete  or  prevent  their  nuQ«  was  dilated  by 
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ifeQui^.'  A  refpiie  of  tbree  dayi*  obtained  witb  difficaTt7  from  die 
>*paciout  treafiirer,  M  employed  ia  poUediqg  fiom  their  eflates  a 
gr^.  number  of  lUves  mod.  pealkiita,  blindly  devoted  to  the  com- 
ilUndt  of  their' lordt,  ftnd  armed  with  the  nifUc  'weapons  of  ditba 
and  aze«.  '.'1f1ie  leaders  ,  of  the  confpiracy,  as  they  were  admitted, 
fo  the  audience  of  the  procurator*  ftabbed  him  with  the  daggers 
concealed  under  their  garments,  and»  by  the  aflifUnce  of  their  tu« 
mtiltUary  train,  feized  on  the  little  town  of  Thyfdrus     and  ereAed 
the  ftaiidard  of  rebellion  againft  the  ibvereign  of  the  Roman  em* 
pire.    They  refted  their  hopes  on  the  hatred  of  mankind  againft 
Maximin,  and  they  judicionfly  refolved  to  fet  up  in  oppoHtion  to 
that  detefted  tyrant,  an  emperor  whofe  mild  virtues  had  already  ac- 
quired the  love  and  efleem  of  the  Romanst  and  whofe .authority 
over  the  province  would  give  weight  and  Aability  to  the  enterprife* 
Cordianus,  their  proconful,  and  the  objed  of  their  choice)  re-> 
fufed,  with  unfeigned  reluctance,  the  dangerous  honour*  and  begged 
Vrilh  tears  that  they  would  fufFer  him  to  terminate  in  peace  a  long 
and  innocent  life,  without  ftaining  hia  feeble  age  with  civil  blood* 
Their  menaces  compelled  him  to  accept  the  Imperial  purple*. bis 
only  refuge  indeed  againft  the  jealous  cruelty  of  Maximin;  (ince, 
according  to  the  rcafoning  of  tyrants,  thofe  who  have  beenefteemed 
worthy  of  the  throne  deferve  death,,  and  thofe  who  deliberate  have 
already  rebelled 

The  family  of  GorJianus  was  one  of  the  mod  illuflrioiis  of  the  Charanerand 
Roman  fenate.  On  the  father's  fide  he  was  dcfcendcd  from  tlic  thetwoGor* 
Gracchi,  on  his  mother's,  from  the  emperor  Trajan.  A  great  cftace 
enabled  him  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  hii  th,  and,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it,  he  difplayctl  an  elegant  taflc  and  beneficent  dirjwfuion. 
T'he  palace  in  Rome,  formerly  inhabited  by  tlie  great  Pompey,  liad 
been,  during  fevcral  generations,  in  the  poircinun  of  Oordiati's  fa- 
mily '*.  h  Was  diftiriguilhed  by  ancient  trophies  of  naval  victories, 
and  decorated  with  the  works  of  modern  painting.    His  villa  on  the 
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nndtoPxseiiefte,      celebrated  for  baths  of  Hngular  beautyand  exteot, 
for  three  ftately  rooms  of  an  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  for  a  magnifi- 
cent porHco,  fupported  hy  two  hundred  columns  of  the  four  moft 
omoas  and  coftly  ibrts  of  marble      The  public  Oxows  exhibited  at 
jhSt  expence«  and  in  which  tlie  people  were  entertained  with  many  hun- 
dredi  of  wild  beafti  and  gladtatora    'ften  to  fivpaft  the  fortune  of  a 
fubjed,  and  whilft  the  libeiaUtyof  other  niagi£«te8  was  confined  to 
a  few  folema  feftiyals  in  Rbnie^  ^tfaje  p^MpuSecaeeof  Gordian  was  re- 
puted, when  lie  waa  abdiW,  every  month' in  the  year,  and  extended, 
during  hia  confuldiip,  to  the  principal  citieaof .  Italy.   He  was  twice 
elevaie^  to  the  laii  meotSoped  dignity,  by  Caracalla  and  by  Alexanders 
Ibr  he  pojOTefled  the  uncommon,  advantage  of  deserving  theefteem 
of  virtuous  princes,  without  ahrming  the  jealoufy  of  tyrant^.  Hift 
long  life  waa  innopoiitty  ftent  in  the  ftmly  pf  letters  and  the  peace»^ 
fill  honours  of.  Rome ;  and,  till  he  was  lUmed  jjpioepniur  .of  Affig| 
by  the  yoke  of  the  iehate  and  the  ap^rahation  of  Alocand^'  V  he 
appears  pvuiteoiily  to  have  declined  the  commaiM^|if  fiviiM  and'ti^ 
goveraniejitibf  provinces.   As  long  aa  tlut  emperor/ltycd*  Afiii^ 
was  happy  ujoder  the  adminlftnttion  of  hia  worthy  repre&qlativit^^ 
after  the. barbarous  Maximin  had.ufiuped  the  thimigf ' Gi^<fU^« 
alleviated  the  mt(eriet  whic1|  he  'ynb  iii^b^  to  pceventl  ^^Wien'^ 
reludantly  accepted  the  purple,' .lie  ms  above  fourfcore'y 
a  lafl  and  valuable  remains  of  the  happy  age  of  the  Antonines,^ 
whofe  virtues,  he  revived  in  his  own  conduA^  and  celebrated  in  en, 
elegant  poem  of  tfiirty  books.   With  the  venerable  ^np^i^}^^ 
fon,  who  had  accomptnwd  him  inib  Afika  M  his  liem 
likcwifc  declared  emperor.    His  mannm  were  left  pui^  ^  jHli^i 
charaaer  was  equally  amiaWe  with  that  of  his  latho^.  Twenty-^il^* 
acknowledged  concubines,  and  a  library  of  (izty-two  ^^^ui^^M 
lumcs,  attefted  the  variety  of  his  inclinatkms  s  tni  ffom 
Judions  which  he  left  behind  him,  it  appears  that  both  the  one  Jii3^ 
the  other  were  deGgned  for  ufe  rather  than  for  ofie^utioo  *\  T^, 
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Roman  people  aokOpitrl^ged  in  the  featDresof  the  younger  Gordian 
the  refemUatf^  fii  Scipto  Africanus,  rccolieded  with  pleafure  that 
his  mother  Wftithe^aad^tlaughter  of  Antoninus  Pius,  and  reded  the 
public  hope  OA  dtofe  latent  virtues  which  had  hitherto,  as  they  fondly 
imagined,  Iain  concealed  in  the  luxurious  indolence  of  a  private  life. 

As  foon  as  the  Gordians  had  appeafed  the  firft  tumult  of  a  popu-  Tiiey  foiiVt 

thecoiiliima. 

lar  cledion,  they  removed  ilieir  court  to  Carthage.    They  were  re-  tionof  ibeir 
ceived  with  the  acclamations  of  the  Africans,  who  honoured  their 
virtues,  and  who,  fmce  the  vifit  of  Hadrian,  had  never  beheld  the 
majefty  of  a  Roman  emperor.    But  thefe  vain  acclamations  neither 
ftrengthcncd  nor  confirmed  the  title  of  the  Gordians.    They  were- 
induced  by  principle,  as  well  as  intcred,  to  foliclt  the  approbation 
of  the  fenate ;  aud  a  dcputatioi)  pf  the  nobleil  provincials  was  fent, 
nvithout  delay,  to  Rome,  tqi  relate  and  juAify  the  condud  of  their* 
countrymen,  who,  having  ,  long  Altered  .with  paticncet  were  at  length* 
tdblfcd  to  lift  imth  vigoun  .Thetet(er|  pfctbe)ia«r  ^riopei  irtre 
modeft  a(id  refpedful,  exeufiog  .tlie.  taeeeflhf  -nrfnch  had  obliged' 
thera  to  accept  tbe  lmperud'  title  i  hot  fobouttiog  thdr  deCtioa  and  - 
Aeir&tlP'tQ  the  fupieme.  judgment  of  dieienate'^     '       «-  ' 
..The  indMMiciM  of  .^.iifnaiie  M»]feeitlier  dedbdbl  aor^dhrided. 
The  bifthjM-  J»>blc  aUiaooea  cCithe.'GaediBMr 'liad'  indmalely  5l«ai«ioftiw- 
coaiieded  .^ieia,wiUi  the  ineft  iUiiftnDaiKQhIaof  BAmct'  Thdr 


ibrtone  luul  created  ma^  dcpendanta  in  that  aflembly..  their  mait 
liad  acquired  manyfnends.. '  Thdr  mild  adnuaiftrntjan  opened  the 
fl^tenqg-profoeft  of  theieftora^oii,.  notonly-of  thecinl  bnt-erca 
of  |hf  repnl^jcaa  •  governneoik  The  tencor  o£  niilitaiy  vio- 
lencct.whidL  l^d  firft  obliged  the  fenate  to  forget  the  murder  of 
Alexander,-  and  to  ratify  the  election  of  a  barbarian  pea(ant*%  now 
produced  a  contrary  effe^  and  provoked  them  to  affert  the  injured 
rights  of  freedom  and  humanity.  The  hatred  of  Maximin  towards 
the  fenate  was  declared  and  implacable  y  the  tameft  fubmiffioo  had 
not  appeafed  his  fury,  |h^  moft  catttioua  inaoBfacc  wouU  not  m» 
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move  his  fufpicions ;  and  even  the  care  of  their  own  fafely  urge^ 
them  to  ihare  the  fortune  of  an  enterprife,  of  which  (if  unfuccefsful) 
they  were  fure  to  be  the  firft  vidlims.    Thefc  confidcrations,  attd 
perhaps  others  of  a  more  private  naturej  were  debated  in  a  previous 
conference  of  the  confuls  and  the  magiftrates.    As  foon  as  theif 
refolution  was  decided,  they  convoked  in  the  temple  of  Caftor  the 
whole  body  of  the  fenate,  according  to  an  ancient  form  of  fccrccy 
calculated  to  awaken  their  attention,  and  to  conceal  their  decrees. 
"  Confcript  fathers,"  faid  the  conful  Syllanus,  "  the  two  Gordiane, 
**  both  of  confular  dignity,  the  one  your  proconful,  the  other  your 
**  lieutenant,  have  been  declared  emperors  by  the  general  confcnt 
"  of  Africa.    Let  us  return  thanks,"  he  boldly  continued,  '*  to  the 
"  youth  of  Thyfdrus ;  let  us  return  thanks  to  the  faithful  people 
"  of  Carthage,  our  generous  deliverers  from  an  horrid  monftcr.— 
Why  do  you  hear  me  thus  coolly,  thus  timidly  ?  Why  do  you  caft 
thofe  anxious  looks  on  each  other  ?  why  hefitate  ?  Maximia 
is  a  public  enemy !  may  his  enmity  foon  expire  with  him,  and 
may  we  long  enjoy  the  prudence  and  felicity  of  Gordian  the  fa- 
ther, the  valour  and  conftancy  of  Gordian  the  fon  *' !"  The 
noble  ardour  of  the  conful  revived  the  languid  fpirit  of  the  fenate. 
andaecUKi   By  an  unanimoUs  decree  the  clcdiion  of  the  Gordians  was  ratified,* 

Maximia  >  .    .  . 

pubiicencroy.  Maximin,  his  fon,  and  his  adherents,  were  pronounced  enemies  of 
their  country,  and  liberal  rewards  were  oflFered  to  whofocver  had 
the  courage  and  good  fortune  to  deAroy  them. 

Daring  the  Emperor's  abfence,  a  detachment  of  the  Praetorian 
guards  remained  at  Rome,  to  proteft  or  rather  to  command  the  ' 
capital.  The  prsefe^l  Vitalianus  had  fignalized  his  fidelity  to  Maxi- 
min,  by  tlie  alacrity  with  which  he  liad  obeyed,  and  even  prevented, 
the  cruel  maixlates  of  the  tyrant.  His  death  alone  could  refcuc  the 
authority  of  the  Jcnate  and  the  lives  of  the  fenators,  from  a  ftatc  of 
danger  aud  I'ufpence.  Before  their  relblvcs  had  tranfprrcd,  a  qujeftor 
and  lome  tribunes  were  commiffioned  to  take  his  devoted  Hfr- 

They 
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Thgj  executed  the  order  wiOi  tquAl  boldnefs  and  fuccefs  ;  and  with 
their  blootly  daggers  in  their  hands,  ran  through  the  ftreets,  pro- 
claiming to  the  people  and  the  foldicrs,  the  news  of  the  happy  re- 
iroluiioa.    Thfi  enthgfiafm  of  liberty  was  fcconded  by  the  promife 
of  a  lari;^  «looa|tive,  in  lands  and  money  ;  the  ftatues  of  Maximin 
were  thiowD  down  J  the  capital  of  the  empire  acknowledged,  with 
IrMTj^t,  the  nMfcoiitjr  «f  the  .e«ro  Gordians  and  the  feaate  and 
tbs  ottiBplft  ioi.  Bom  wm  ftlknnd  hf  the  reft  of  Italy. 
•  A  ww  ffirit  htA  maba  ta  that  aaonbfy,  whoTe  long  patience  had  and  p«p«t, 
bna  iolbM  *y  mama  defpotifia  And  niUtary  licence.    The  wu.^'^ 
&om  sffiMoed-dH  vSm  of  gomnuiit.  and,  with  «  calm  intre^  ' 
pdkjiprcpaiedtOTOidicttqhyaniisthaGaafeofiraad^  Among 
iSbc  <oaftlB^  fe—teiri  wwpieodq^  bjMf  Mtt  and  iervieet  to  the 
ivnm  of  %  tuftta  AkMand^^  it  m  otQr  fo  filed  twenty, 
not  unequal  to  die  command  of  an  army,  and  the  ooodnft  of  a 
te. ,  To  thflfe  m$  the  delanoe  of  Italy  tntroAed.  Each  waa  ap. 
yofaHBd  to  aft  ifthia  K|[ieAm.de|iartineot,  authorized  to  cninl  and 
difiiplioc  the  Italian  yootli  I  aiiduiftfa£M  to  joftiiy  the  porta  and 
Ughsnif 8,.  againft  the  impeadiqg  mfafion  of  Masiada.  A  number 
irf  deputies,  chofen  from  the  moft  illuftrioot  of  the  ftnatotSan  and 
c()ueikiaa  x>rdeFB<  were  diffatehed  «t  the  Gune  time  to  the  governora 
u£  the  iereral  pfovittoes»  canefiij  coDjuring  them  to  iy  ii»  the 
viliAanee  of  their  couiitry,  and  to  remind  the  nations  of  their 
an»ait  ties  of  frkndihip  with  the  Roman  fenate  and  people.  The 
general  refpca  with  which  thefe  depniies  were  received,  and  the 
ieal  of  Italy  and  the  provinces  in  favour  of  the  fenate,  fufficicatly 
prove  that  the  fubjcas  of  Maximin  were  reduced  to  that  tmcommoQ 
aiftrefs,  in  which  the  body  of  the  people  has  more  to  fear  from 
oppreffion  than  from  rcfiftance.    The  confcioufnefs  of  that  melan- 
tholy  truth,  infpircs  a  degree  of  perfevering  fury,  feldom  to  be 
-foui^  in  thpfe  civil  wars  artificially  fupported  for  the  benefit  of  a  few 
ijidious  and  deiigniag  leaders 

But 
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D.fettnJ        But  wiiile  the  caufc  of  the  Gordians  was  embraced  with  fuch 

death  of  the 

i«M>Gor(luDt.  difFullve  ardour,  the  Gordians   themfelves  were  no  more.  The 
|jj,*lyV'      feeble  court  of  Carthage  was  alarmed  with  the  rapid  approach  of 
Capcliantis,  governor  of  Mauritania,  who,  with  a  finall  band  of 
Veterans,  and  a  fierce  hoft  of  barbarians,  attacked  a  faithful,  but 
unwarlike  proTinoe.   The  younger  Gordiaa  fiiUied  out  to  meet  the 
enemy  at  the  head  of  a  few^  guards,  and  a  nnineroQi  lindiiciplined 
multitude*  educated  in  the  peaceful  Inzurf  of  Garthagc.   Hn  nle* 
left  Talonr  lenred  onlj  to  preeuiic  him  ah  hbhotnable  death*  in  the 
field  of'  battle.  His  ^;ed  father,  whofe  reign,  had  hot  caneeded 
thirty  fix  days*  put  an  end  to  his  life  cm  the  fixft,  newt  of  the  de. 
feat.   Carthagef  deftttute  of  defence  opened  her  ;^Mcs  to  0e  con* 
qneror.  and  Africa  was  esftofed  tin  the  rapadoos  cmdty  6f  a.lla:vtv 
dbli^  to  fittitfy  his  uorelentiiig'  mallef.  with  a  laigfc  aoconnt  of 
blood  and  treafure 

Eieaionor  Hie  fate  of  the  Gofdians  filled  Rome  with  juft,  but  unexpeded 
Bt*bUo/b7'*  '^^^  fcnalCi'  convoked  in  the  temple  of  Concord,  affeded  to 

^^f^*     tnuifitd  the  common  bufinefs  of  the  day  ;  and  ieemed'  to  decline^ 
with  trembling  anxiety,  the  confideaalkm  of  their  own,  and  the 
public  danger.    A  fdeat  cooflernatioa  prerailed  on  (be  aOfembly, 
till  a  ienator,  of  the  name  and  family  of  Trajan,  awalcened  his 
brethren  from  their  fatal  lethargy.    He  reprefented  to  them,  that 
the  choice  of  cautious  dilatory  mcafures  had  been  long  fince  out  of 
,      their  power  ;  that  Maximin,  implacable  by  nature,  and  exafperated 
by  injuries,  was  advancing  towards  Italy,  at  the  head  of  the  military 
force  of  the  empire;  and  that  their  only  remaining  alternative, 
was  either  to  meet  him  bravely  in  the  field,  or  tamely  to  expcdt 
the  tortures  and  ignominious  death  refervcd  for  unfuccefsful  re- 
bellion.   "  We  have  loft,  continued  he,  two  excellent  princes  ;  but 
unlefs  we  defert  ourfelves,  the  hopes  of  the  republic  have  noC 
periflied  vrith.the.Gordians.   Many  are^  the  feoators,  whofe  vuw 
f  *  tues  have  deftrvedi  and  whofe  ahilitiet' would  ifidfauo*  'the  Imperial 

dignity. 
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"  dignity.  Let  us  eled  two  emperors,  one  of  whom  may  con- 
*'  dud  the  war  againd  the  public  enemy,  whilft  his  colleague^ 
**  remains  at  Rome  to  direQ  the  civil  adminiftration.  I  cheerfully 
'*  cxpofe  myfelf  to  the  danger  and  envy  of  the  nominitioD,  and 
**  give  my  vote  in  fiivdur  of  Maximm  and  J^biaus.   Ratify  my 

choicei  conicript  lathers,  or  appoint  in  their  place,  others  more 
V  woftfay  of  the  empire.'*  The  general  apprehenfion  filenced  the 
whifpers  of  jealoufy ;  the  merit  of  the  candidates  was  univerlallj 
adcnowledged }  and  .the  hoafe  xelbunded  with  the  finoere  acclama- 
4ons,  of  **  long  life  and  vidory  to  the  emperors  Maximns  and 
*f  BaUnnus.  You  are  hMippy  in  the  judgment  of  Ae  lenate ;  maj 
**  the  republic  be  happy  under  your  admimftration  **  V 

The  virtues  and  the  repuution  of  the  new  empenvs  jufiified  the  TWrA*^ 
moft  ianguine  hopes  of  the  Romans.  The  various  nature  of  thdr 
talents  ieemed  to  appropriate  to  each  his  peculiar  department 
of  peace  and  war,  vnthout  leaving  room  for  jealous  emulation.  Bal- 
binus  was  an  admired  orator,  a  poet  of  diflinguifhed  fame,  and  a 
wife  magiftrate,  who  had  exercifed  with  innocence  and  applaufe, 
the  civil  jurifdidion  in  almoft  all  the  interior  provinces  of  the 
empire.  His  birth  was  noble  his  fortune  affluent,  his  manners 
liberal  and  affable.  In  him,  the  love  of  plcafure  was  correded  by  a 
fenfe  of  dignity,  nor  had  the  habits  of  eafe  deprived  him  of  a 
capacity  for  bufinefs.  The  mind  of  Maximus  was  formed  in  a 
rougher  mould.  By  his  valour  and  abilities  he  had  raifed  himfelf 
from  the  meaneft  origin  to  the  firft  employments  of  the  ilate  and 
army.  His  ^£hiries  over  the  Sarmatians  and  the  Oermans,  the 
aufterity  d  his  life,  and  the  rigid  impartiality  of  his  juftice,  whilft 
he  was  pcaefed  of  die  dty,  commanded  the  efteem  of  a  people, 
whofe  affections  were  engaged  in  favour  of  the  more  amiable  Bal- 
binus.  The  two  coUeagnea  had  bodi  bfeen  ccmfnla,  ^dbinua  had 
twice  enjoyed  that  honoursUe  office)  both  had  been  named  among 
the  twenty  lieutenants  of  the  ienate,  and  fince  the  one  waa  fizty 
.VoL.L  Bb  and 
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tii4  ^  oth^r  feventj-^Qur  yean  dd  **,  tb^  had  botb  attained  the 
Ml  matwUy  of  age  aq  l  axperience. 
Tumah  it       After  thc  fcaate  had  ocMifemd  «»  Mainniii  aad  Balbinus  aik 
yco'^KerGtr.  e^ual  pordoii,  of  t]|c  conftilar  and  tribupiitian  powers,  the  tide  of  Fa> 
^'q^.  difra  of  thjeir  Qnipuy  and  the  joiat  offioe  <£  Sopwme  EooiiflF,  they 
al^^Qf]^  to  this  QapkoJa  tQ.  retiirn  thaakf  t»  the  gods,  protc£tora  oT 
Rome  t  IV  fi}^npft  riiei.  of  ii|crifice  wcm  dUhubed  bjc  a  fedU 
tf9fi  of  ^  people.  The  lioeatunu  moliitade  nekher  loved  die  rigid'. 
B|9X4fi|iVtaffi  dlAthexfofficieatly  finr  the  aaiU  andhuoiancBalbtnoa*' 
"^^ir  ipc|:<$]|fio&  wusi^cxf  fiinroiin<led.the  temple  of  Jupiter  s  with  ob- 
^im^.dfyDOiu*.  tliey  aSpfted  dieir  infa^rcpt  right  of  cooiendng  to^ 
t&e  eledioik  of  d^.  AiviBreig%  and  deman4e4  wtdi  an  apparent 
lyidewyioii^'       k^4^.  ^  <F9  empecori  ehc6n     dM  fenate* 

%inl4 be^<4qf  t^famiLf  of  die Goidia|M>  at  a.  juft  re-' 
tjirac^g^tifdi;  tp  thqfp  pripc^  who  ha4  ia^rificed  their  lives  far 
repuUix;;   Af  th^  lu;a4.  of  the  city  guaidib  and  the  youth  of  the* 
^neflyriaj^,  order,  Maximua  and  Balbinus  attempted  to  cut  their  wa^" 
through  the  (editious  ii)u]tipj4e.    The  muhitude,  armed  with  Aicks^ 
aiid  ftofio,  drove  them  b^f^  iofo  the  Capitoh  It  is  pnident  to  yield,, 
ijrhen  the  conteft,  whatever  inay      the-  ifliie  o£  it,  muft  be  fatal? 
t9  both  parties.   A  boy,  only  thirteen  years  of  age,^  die  grandfou' 
of  the  elder,  and  nephew  of  the  younger,  Gordian,  was  produced  tO' 
t^  peq^f^  ifiveftcd  with  the  ornaments  and  title  of  Gxfar.  The* 
t||]||U|f,  lifas,  app^^ed  by  this  eafy  condefcenfion ;  and  the  tWO' 
OOpe^irSi  when  they  were  peaceably  acknowledged  in  Rome^  pre-- 
pyxed  to  ^f^od  Italy  againft  the  common  enemy. 
Muiminp  e-      Whilft  in  RoBQC  and  Africa  revolutions  fuccceded  each  other  with, 
uck'the  fe"     inconceivable  rapidity,  the  mind  of  Maximin  was  agitated  by  the- 
xwnW  furious  paffions.    He  is  laid  to  have  received  the  news  of  the 
rebellion  of  the  Gordians,  and  of  the  decree  of  the  fenaie  a,e;ainft 
him,  not  with  the  temper  of  a  man,  but  the  rage  of  a  wild  beall  j 
wi^^l^,  as.iL  CQul4.aqt,d4fc^ar^e,  itfdf  on  the  diilaat  feoate,  threat- 
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mcd  the  life  of  h'li  fon,  and  of  his  friends,  and  of  all  who  ven- 
tured to  approach  his  pcrfon.     The  pratcful  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  the  Gordians,  was  quickly  followed  by  the  afTu ranee  that 
Xht  fenate,  laying  afide  all  hopes  of  pardon  or  acconnnodatioii,  liad 
filbftituted  in  their  room  two  emperors,  with  whofe  merit  he  could 
not  be  unacquainted.    Revenge  was  the  Only  confolalion  left  to 
Maximin,  and  revenge  could  only  be  obtained  by  arms.  The 
-firength  of  the  legions  hid  been  aflbmbl«d  by  Alexaflder  frotn  all 
part*  of  the  em|>ire.     Thh^  foccefifirf  duia^ipti  igainfl  the 
'^erafiifB  and  the  telMlikns,  haid  rkifed  thiSr  hm^^  dbnfirine^  thefr 
dtfeipline*  tuA  erea  incretftd  &iah  nnihbers,  by  filling  ibii  thik 
niih  thto  fUrntt  of  tfae  WbMiia  fokL  The  Rft  oif  Maxidim  hktL 
hem  fytttt  in  mtri  msA  dft  t»ttiid  &v£ritj^  df  iuStory  canbot  ftfuft 
Urn  tht  firio6rof  A  feldier;  «^«v€a  die  Abili^  df  Hk  ^x^i^riehced 
gtaenl  **»  It'mi^mttonniybe  eipeded,  ttm  a  printe  of fiicfi  if gEcm- 
M^ibiktaA  of  Mcriag  thteMttdtbii  ^o  gda  fiabilil^  by  dfelay,  fldotdd 
imniedfalRlt  tttvtf  MRUM  ttmk  fhd  banks  df  ibi  Baniibe  id  HaiA 
the  Tyterv  tlUt  that  bit?  vKldnous  anii^»  iM^ied  by  cotiiefflpt 
fbr  the  Ibottd.  md  eager  to  gxtbef  the  fj^lb  df  ^y,  i&ouM  h^d 
bdroed'  uKUi  impatience  to  finifh  t%(e  eaTy  dnd  hi^ratiVe  oolB^tieR; 
Yei  ab  Ihr  as  we  can  truft  to  the  obfcure  chronology' oif  that  periocf  'V 
k  appeart  A^r  the  OpeVafioti^  of  fonat  foreign  war  deferred  the* 
Italian  expeditbn  to  the  enfioing  faring.   From  the  prudent  con- 
^vHQl  of  Nbxhnmj  we'  may  learn  that  the  favage  features  of  his 
charadei^  hiVe  been  exaggerated  by  the  jiencil  of  party,  that  his 
paffions,  however  impetHous,  fubmitted  to  the  force  o^^  rieafon,  and 
that  the  barbarian  poirelTed  fomcthing  of  the  generous  fpirit  of 
Sylla,  who  fubdued  the  enemies  of  Rome*  before  he  fuffercd  himfelf 
to  revcrige  his  private  injuries  ". 

When  the  troops  of  Maximin,  advancing  in  excellent  order,  M^chesioto 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  Julian  Alps,  they  were  terrified  by  the  A.D,  ,^8. 
nlence  and  defolation  that  reigned  on  the  frontiers  of  Italy.  The 
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Tillages  and  open  towns  had  been  dcferted  on  their  approach,  by  the 
inhabitants,  the  cattle  was  driven  away,  the  proviflons  remoTed, 
or  deftroyed,  the  bridges  broke  down,  nor  was  any  thing  lefc 
which  could  afford  either  Ihelter  or  fubfiftence  to  an  invader.  Such 
had  been  the  wife  orders  of  the  generala  of  die  fenatfii  wkofe  do- 
fign  wu  to  protniA  the  wtr,  to  rata  die  annx  of  Mucidiin  bf 
tlie  ilow  operadon  of  fubioe*  and  to  oooToine  his  ftieogth  in  die 
Geget  of  die  principal  cidet  of  Itatyf  which  they  had  plendfuUy 
flored  with  men  and  provifions  firom  the  deftrted  country.  .  Aqiulda 
received  and  vrithfiood  the  firft  ihodc  of  the  invafion.  The  ftreams 
that  iflue  from  the  head  of  the  Hadriatic  gulf*  fwdled  by  the  melting 
of  the  vfinter  fnovra  oppofed  an  unexpcAed  <4iAacle  to  the  ann» 
<^  hfoaumin.  At  lengdit  on  a  lingular  bridge  ccmftnided  with 
on  and  difficulqr*  of  large  hoglheads*  he  transported  hit  army  to 
the  oppofite  bank,  rooted  up  the  beautiful  vineyards  In  the  ndgh- 
bourhood  of  Aquileia,  demolifhed  the  fuburbt,  and  employed  the 
timber  of  the  buildings  in  the  engines  and  towers,  with  which  on 
every  fide  he  attacked  the  city.  The  walls,  fallen  to  decayi  during 
the  lecurity  of  a  long  peace,  had  been  hadily  repaired  on  this  fud* 
den  emergency  ;  but  the  firmeft  defence  of  Aquileia  confifted  in  the 
conftancy  of  the  citizens  ;  all  ranks  of  whom,  inftead  of  being 
difmayed,  were  animated  by  the  extreme  danger,  and  their  know- 
ledge of  the  tyrant's  unrelenting  temper.  Their  courage  was 
fupported  and  direded  by  Crifpinus  and  Menophilus,  two  of  the 
twenty  lieutenants  of  the  fenate,  who,  with  a  fraall  body  of  regular 
troops,  had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  befxeged  place.  The  army 
of  Maximin  was  rcpulfcd  in  repeated  attacks,  his  machines  dc- 
ftroyed  by  fliowcrs  of  artificial  fire,  and  the  generous  enthuriafm  of 
the  Aquileians  was  exalted  into  a  confidence  of  fuccefs,  by  the 
opinion,  that  Belenus,-  their  tutelar  deity,  combated  in  perfon  in 
the  defence  of  hia  diftrefled  worihippers  '^ 
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The  emperor  Maximus,  who  had  advanced  as  far  as  Ravenna, 
to  fecure  that  Important  place,  and  to  haften  the  military  prepa- 
rations, beheld  the  event  of  the  war  in  the  more  faithful  mirror  of 
reafon  and  policy.  He  was  too  fenfible,  that  a  fmgle  town  could 
not  refift  the  pcrfevering  efforts  of  a  great  army  ;  and  he  dreaded, 
lefl  the  cnemx,  tired  with  the  obftiaate  relifUnce  of  Aquileia, 
Ihould  on  a  fiidden  rdinquifh  Uie  fniitleft  fiege*  and  march  diieflily 
towards  Rome.  The  fate  of  the  empire  and  the  caufe  of  freedom 
muft  then  be  committed  to  the  chance  of  a  battle;  and  what  anns 
could  he  oppofe  to  the  veteran  legions  of  the  Rhine  and  Ilannbe  f 
Some  troqw  newly  levied  among  the  generons  but  enervated  youth 
of  Italy;  and  a  body  of  German  anziliariei,  on  whofe  firmneft  in 
die  hoar  of  trial»  it  was  dangerous  10  depend.  In  the  midft  of  theie 
juftalaons*.  the  ftrokeof  domeftic  conffuracy  panilhed  the  crimes 
<^Maximin,  and  deliver^  Rome  and  the  fenate  from  the  calamitiet 
that  would  furely  have  attended  the  vidory  of  an  enraged  barba- 
rian. 

The  people  of  Aquileia  had  fcarcely  experienced  any  of  the  MwderoT 
common  miferics  of  a  fiege,  their  magazines  were  plentifully  fup-  hu  fon. 
plied,  and  feveral  fountains  within  the  walls  alfured  them  an  in-  "^'i^** 
cxhauftible  rclburcc  of  frefti  water.    The  foldiers  of  Maximin 
were,  on  the  contrary,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  fcafon, 
and  the  horrors  of  famine.    The  naked  country  was  ruined,  the 
rivera  filled  with  the  flain  and  polluted  with  blood.    A  fpirit  of 
defpair  and  dilatTcdiou  began  to  difFufe  itfelf  among  the  troops ; 
and  as  they  were  cut  off  from  all  intelligence,  they  eafily  believed 
that  the  whole  empire  had  embraced  the  caufe  of  the  fenate,  and  that 
they  were  left  as  devoted  vidims  to-peri(h  under  the  impregnable 
.  Vralls  of  Aquileia.  The  fierce  temper  of  the  tyrant  was  ezafperated 
■  by  di&ppointments,  which  he  imputed  to  the  cowardice  of  his 
army ;  and  his  wanton  and  iU*timed  cruelty,  inftead  of  ftriking^ 
'terror,  in^^iied  hatred  and  •  joft  defire  of  levenge*  A  party  of 
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Pnetorian  guards,  who  trembled  for  their  wtm  and  chUdren  hi  the 
camp  of  Alba*  lyar  Rom^  exeoated  the  fenteaoeof  the  leoate* 
Maxamui,  ahaadcmed  hy  his  giuifdsi  was  flatn  in  his  teat»  with  his 
£»(  whom  he  had  aflbdaied  feo  Ae  hooonrs  of.  Ae  purple,.  Anu* 
.  linvs  the  pndkSt,  and  the  prindpai  ttuniOers  of  his  tyramiy 
Their  heada>  borne  on  the  point  of  fpeals*  convinced  the  dtitetis  of 
Aquilda»  that  die  fiege  waa  at  an  end;  the  gates  of  the  dty  were 
thrown  opeot  •  libmd  varket  was  protided  for  the  hungry 
troops  <^  Maximitt,  and  the  whole  army  jomed  in  Iblemn  protefta< 
tions  of  idelity  to  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  and  to  their 
HU  portrait  jj^f^j  emperors  Maximus  and  Balbinus.  Such  was  the  deferved 
iate  of  a  brutal  favage,  dcfUtute,  as  he  has  generally  been  re-* 
prefented,  of  every  fentimcnt  that  diftlnguilhes  a  civilized  or 
even  a  human  being.  The  body  was  fuitcd  to  the  foul.  The  Aa- 
»  ture  of  Maximiii  exceeded  the  meaiure  of  eight  icct,  and  circurn- 

ftancea  alnioft  incredible  are  related  of  his  matchlefs  ftrength  and 
appetite  Had  he  lived  in  a  lefs  enlightened  age,  tradition  and 
poetry  might  well  have  defcribcd  him  as  one  of  thofe  monftrous 
giants,  whoCe  fuperaatural  power  was  coofbintly  exerted  for  the 
doAro^on  mankind. 

ioy  of  tiM  It  is  ealier  to  conceive  than  to  defi»be  the  va&mUL  joy  of  the 
'  Roman  world  on  the  fall  of  the  tyrant  the  new*  of  which  is  fiddr 
to  have  been  carried  in  four  days  from  Aqutleia  to  Rome.  The  re-' 
lum  of  Mazimua  was  a  triumphal  proceflion»  his  colleague  and  young 
GonUan  went  out  to  meechimi  and  the  three  princescnccredifaecapi- 
tal  attended  by  the  ambafliidora-of  almoft  sll  the  cities  of  Itatyt  laluted' 
with  the  fplendid  offieringa  of  gradtude  and  fupetftitioa,  and  tt>- 
ceived  widi  the  nnfoigned  aodamationsof  the  fimaie  and  pei^le^-wbo 
perfiiaded  thamC^iras  that  a  goldea  age  would  fiiccead  to  an  age  of 
icon*'.  The coodu^  of  the  twa  emperors  corre^oaded  wi^i  thde 
expeftations.  They  adtniniAered  juftlce  in  perfon;  and  the  rigour 
of  theone  n^as  lemperod-  b]s  the  other's  dcncney.  Thejoippreffivb 
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taxes  with  which  MaxJmia  had  loaded  the  rights  of  inheritance  and 
,  fccceflion,  were  repealed,  or  at  leaft  moderated;   0ifiapliiie  w» 
revived,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate  many  wife  laws  were  en- 
adled  by  their  imperial  minifters,  who  endeavoured  to  reftore  a  civif 
Gonftitution  on  the  ruins  of  mifitary  tyranny.    "  Wh^t  reward  may 
•*  we  exped  for  delivering  Rome  from  a  monfter  ?"  was  the  queftion 
alked  by  Maximus,  in  a  moment  of  freedom  and  confidence.  Bal- 
binus  anfwered  it  without  hcfitation,  "  The  love  of  the  fenate,  of 
•»  the  people,  and  of  all  mankind."    "Alas!"  replied  his  more 
peaeuratiog  colleague,  "Alas!  I  dread  the  hatred  of  the  foldiers,  ' 

and  Ae  ML  eflfeda  of  their  refeotment '  V  His  apprehcnfiona. 
wan  but  too- well  juftified  hf  tBe  erem. 

Whilft  Maximui  was  preparing  to  delend  Italy  againft  the  com-  stU^ 
moo  foe,  BalbiiMMi  wha  mainedat  Rome,  bad  Been  engaged  in 
fteoee    blood  and  interne  difemL  IMftruft  and  jcaloufy  reigned 
in  tbe  ftnate;  aiidcvm  in  tbe  templea  where  they  afl&mblcd,  every- 
fenator  cariaed  either  open  or  cooeealed  arm*.  Ifa  the  mtdft  of  their 
deliberation*,  twovetccaneoftfaegiiatda,  adhiaftedeitherbycnriofityor 
»finifter  motive,  audiicioufly  thruft  themfelvet  into  tbehoafe^  ^* 
advanced  by  degfces- beyond  the  altar  of  Viaory.   GalUcanua,  a- 
eonfular,.  and  Majcenis,  a  Praetorian  fenator,  viewed  with  indign*- 
tion  their  infolent  intrufion  :  drawing  their  daggers  they  laid  the 
fpies,  for  fuch  they  deemed  them,  dead  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  and 
then  advancing  to  the  donr  of  the  fenate,  imprudently  exhoited  the 
multitude  to  maflacre  the  Prajtorians,  as  the  fccrct  adherents  of  the' 
tyrant,    Thofe  who  efcaped  the  firft  fury  of  the  tumult  took  refuge  ' 
in  the  camp,  which  rl.cy  clefonded  with  fuperior  advantage  againft 
•  the  reiterated  attacks  of  the  people,  afliftcd  by  the  numerous  bands 
0/ gladiators,  the  proj^crty  of  opulent  nobles.    The  civil  war  laftcd 
aaaoydays,.  wUh  infinite  lofs  and  confufion  on  both  fides.    When.  •  . 
iIk  pipes  weEO  hBoheo  that  fupplied  the  camp  with  water,  the  Prx- 
\ndauA  taiotolemblodiftrers  j  but  in  their  turn  they 
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made  defperate  Tallies  into  the  city,  fct  fire  to  a  great  number  of 
boufes,  and  filled  the  ftreets  with  the  blood  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
emperor  Balbinus  attempted,  by  incffedlual  edi£ts  and  precarious 
traces,  to  reconcile  the  fadions  at  Rome.    But  their  aniinofity, 
though  fmothered  for  a  while,  burnt  with  redoubled  violence.  The 
foldicrs,  dctcfting  the  fcnate  and  the  people,  dcfjiifed  the  weaknels 
of  a  prince  who  wanted  either  the  fpirit  or  the  power  to  command 
the  obedience  of  his  fubjedb''. . 
Dircflotnit  of    After  the  tynmt'f  deadly  hia  ^imiidable  xftoj  had  adcoowledged, 
gMTdT"'"'"  from  oeceflity  rather  diaa  fimn  dimoe>  the  audiority  of hAaximiUywho 
tranfpofted  himfelf  mihout  delay  to  d»e  cvnp  before  Aquileia.  As 
Ibon  aa  he  had  reodved  their  oath  of  fidelity,  he  addrefled  them  in 
terma  fiiU  <^  mildnefs  and  moderatum ;  lamented,  rather  than 
arraigned,  the  wild  diibiders  of  the  timet,  and  afliired  the  lbldien« 
that  of  all  thttr  paft  eondu^.  th^  fenate  would  remember  only  their 
generottidelertion  of  the  tyrant,  and  their  voluntary  r^m  to  their 
djity.   Mazimua  enforced  hit  eshortationt  hy  a  liberal  donadve, 
purified  the  camp  by  a  iblemn  iacrifice  of  expiation,  and  then  di^ 
snfled  the  l^ont  to  their  tennl  provincet,  impteflfed,  at  he  hoped, 
with  a  livdy  ienfe  of  gratlto^  and  obedience      But  nodung  could 
reconcile-  the  haughty  fpirit  of  the  Prsetoriana.  They  attended  the 
emperort  on  the  memorable  day  of  their  public  entry  into  Rome ; 
but  anudft  the.general  acclamations,  the  fuUen  dejeded  countenance 
of  the  guards,  fufficiently  declared  that  they  confidered  themfelvet 
at  the  objed,  rather  than  the  partners  of  the  triumph.   When  the 
whole  body  was  united  in  their  camp,  thofe  who  had  (ervcd  under 
Maximin,  and  thofe  who  had  remained  at  Rome,  began  to  mingle 
their  complaints  and  apprehenfions.    The  emperors  chofen  by  the 
army  had  periflied  with  ignominy ;  thofe  elei^d  by  the  ienate 
were  fea ted  on  the  throne       The  long  diifeoid  between  the  ami 
and  military  powers  was  decided  by  a  war,  in  which  the  former 
had  obtuned  a  complete  vi^ry.   The  ibldiert  muft  now  learn  a 
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neur  dodrine  of  {ubmUSon  to  the  fen  ate  ;  and  whatever  detsktnty 
was  affeded  by  that  politic  aflTemblyi  they  dreaded  a  flow  rerenge, 
coloured  by  the  name  of  difcipline,  and  juftified  by  fair  pretences 
of  the  public  good.  But  their  fate  was  flill  in  their  own  hands, 
and  if  they  had  courage  to  dcfpifc  the  vain  terrors  of  an  impotent 
republic,  it  was  eafy  to  coQTince  the  wcn-Id,  that  thofe  who  were 
mafiers  of  the  arms,  were  mafters  of  the  authority  of  the  ftate. 

When  the  fenate  cleded  two  pria«C8,  it  is  probable  that»  befides  M»(racreof 
the  declared  rcafon  of  providing  for  the  various  emergencies  of  Balbiaut. 
peace  and  war,  they  were  aduatcd  by  the  fccrct  defire  of  weaken- 
ing by  diviGon  the  defpotifm  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate.  Their 
policy  was  efFedual,  but  it  proved  fatal  both  to  their  emperors  and 
to  themfclves.    The  jealoufy  of  power  was  foon  exafperated  by  the 
difference  of  charadber.    Maximus  defpifcd  Balbtnus  as  a  luxurious 
ziobkt  and  was  in  his  turn  difdained  by  his  colleague  as  an  obfcurc 
foldier.    Their  filent  difcord  was  Dilderftood  rather  than  feen  *" ; 
but  the  mutual  coaiciaufnefs  prevented  then  from  uniting  in  any 
yigotaat  aeafaret  at  Mmoe  agibll  tbdv  camm«n  coenSat  of  <lae 
Pfanorian  amp.  Thd  vthole  citf      tmpkijii  in  tho  Q^niolifw  ^ 
gainea^  aoAthrottpcsnvimldl  ^loHftalikiviathspdMft  Oa  i'^rts- 
•  faMn  tkcf  viae  rtinmnJ  hf  At  apprdackaf « iMop  of  Ja^KMft 
lAfite.  IgpaantoCflMbcM'Aiiiiitioaaf  dflfign^  lort^ 

■fl^flMMfj  i^iy-:-V*      '"'f  ■      — idle  dBbim  And 
tiililLft  iiiiiiiiliiKiiiM    Tkeanivat  «f  As  gnids  put  an  «id  id 
.^.lain  Arifii-  Tlief  IcM  on  ^db  cmpaan  of  tbo  ifinic>  Sot 
:fiiik  thqrndliri  Omk  viifc  aHdSdon  ohmmi^  MpgtA  ilM  of 
:Mt  ^nnkiiiij  mi  diqgsd  liaiiit  ii^blMt  4i<iiiqpk  Axw^  ibe 
.  v-AfMii  of  Bone..  mtA  d  dBfign  of  kttdntf    floir  ond  omel  «ldMfa 
T^lillitfe  wftoliti^tepfliKeo.  Tlioterof  «iflfiMrfio0  dieftilb- 
.a,  Ivl-Gointat  of  tbr  iMfsriil  g^)anii».ftflMenoA«lkdiittitnMi  oild 
.  Vol.  I  Cc  -  their 
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their  bodies,  mangled  with  a  thoufand  woundS)  wece  left  cxpofod-to 

the  infults  or  to  the  pity  of  the  populace*'. 
The  third  In  the  fpacc  of  a  few  months,  fix  princes  had  been  cut  off  bj 

au^'u^     tbe  fword.    Gordian,  who  had  already  received  the  title  of  Ca'far, 


•was  the  only  perfon  that  occurred  to  the  foldiers  as  proper  to  fill 
the  vacant  throne        They  carried  him  to  the  camp,  and  unani- 
moufly  falutcd  him  Auguftus  and  emperor.    His  name  was  dear  to 
the  fenate  and  people ;  his  tender  age  promifed  a  long  impunity  of 
military  licence ;  and  the  fubmilTioa  of  Rome  and  the  provinces  to 
the  choice  of  the  Prastorian  guards,  faved  the  republic,  at  the  ex- 
pence  indeed  of  its  freedom  and  dignity,  from  the  horrors  of  a  new 
civil  war  in  the  heart  of  the  capital  *^ 
Innocence        .At.  the  third  Gordun  was  only  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
-^f  hh.detiht.  the  hifioij  of  .his  lifef  were  it  known  to  us  with 
greatsr  accuniC7  than  it  really  is,  would  conuin  little  more  than  the 
account  <if  hia  edncati(Mi>  and  the  conduA  of  the  roini{lers,  who  by 
tarns  abaied  or  guided  the  fimplicity  of  his' unckperieiiced  youth, 
bamediately  after  hia.acceffion,  he  fell  into- the  hands  of  his  mo- 
ther's eunuchs,  thkt  pernicious  veiaun  of  thd  Eaft^  who,  fince  the 
days  jof  £hgababis»  had  infeded  the  Roman  pahice.   By  the  artliil 
confpiclcy  of  thefis  wretches,  an  hnpenetrable  vei}  was':drawn  he- 
tweea  an  innocent  prince  and  his  oppiefled  fubjeds^  the.virtnoas 
difpQfitian:of  Oenlian  wis  deoeciied»  and  the  hononn  of  the  empae 
£M  without  his  knowlei%e,  though  in  a  very  poUtc  manner,  to 
die  moft  worthkis-of  mankind.  We  are  ignorant  by  what  ftrto- 
nate  accident  the  emperor,  eio^ied  from  this  %nmninioua- ihncfj, 
and  devolved  his  ponfidence  on  a  minifter,  whofe  wife  coondls  had 
no  objed  except  the  glory  of  his  (bvereign*  and  the  happineft  of 
A.  T>.  :|o.        people.    It  ihould  feem  that  bve  and  kanung  intn&duoed  Mifi- 
t^ivtiL  favour  of  Gordian.    The  young  prince  married  the 

danght^  of  his  mafler  of  xhooiic,  and  pramotcd  his  &thet-in-h1r 
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to  the  firft  offices  of  the  empire.  Two  admirable  letters  that  pafTcd 
between  them,  arc  ftil!  extant.  The  minifter,  with  the  confcious 
dignity  of  virtue,  congratulates  Gordian  that  he  is  delivered  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  eunuchs  *%  and  ftill  more,  that  he  is  fenfibie  of 
his  deliverance.  The  emperor  acknowledges,  with  an  amiable  con- 
fufion,  the  errors  of  his  paft  condu£t ;  and  laments,  with  fingular 
propriety,  the  misfortune  of  a  monarch,  from  whom  a  venal  tribe  of 
courtiers  perpetually  labour  to  conceal  the  truth 

The  life  of  Mifidmu  had  been  fpent  to  the  profiHfion  of  ktten,  TtePfetfiMi 
not  of  arms ;  yet  ftfch  was  Ae  ^nerlatilc  geniu«  of  that  great  man»  a.  b.  24s. 
that,  when  he  was  appointed  Pk:»toriaa  praefe€ti  ho4il€hai]Bed  di^ 
military  duties  of  ^a  place  with  vigoor  ap4  ability.  The  Perfiana 
had  invaded  efopotamia*  and  threatened  Antioch.  By  the  pe«-  • 
fuafion  of  his  £ither-ifr>]aw,  the  young  emperor  quitted  the  luxury 
of  Rome*  opened,  for  the  Uift  time  leoorded  in  hiflory,  the  temple  of 
janus,  and  marched  in  peribn  into  the  Eaft.  On  his  approach  with 
a  great  army*  the  Perilians  withdrew  thdr  ganifons  fiom  the  cities 
whidi  they  had  already  taken*  and  retirod  fiiom  the  Euphrates  to 
the  Tigris.  Gordian  enjoyed  the  pkafure  of  announcing  to  the 
fenate  the  .ficft  fuccefs  of  his  arms*  which  he  alcribed  widi  a  becom- 
ing modefty  and  gratitude  to  the  wifdom  of  his  father  and  praefed; 
During  the  whole  expedition^  Mifitheus  watched  over  the  iaftty 
,and  difcipline  of  the  army  ;  whilft  he  prevented  their  dangerous 
murmur^  by  maintiuning  a  regular  plenty  in  the  camp,  and  by  efta- 
bliihing  ample  magazines  of  vinegar,  bacon,  draw,  barley*  and 
wheat,  in  all  the  cities  of  the  frontier'*'.    But  the  profperity  of 

Gordian  expired  with  Mifitheus,  who  died  of  a  flux,  not  without  .  ^ 

.  A.  D.  S43. 

very  (Irong  fufpicions  of  poifon.    Philip,  his  fucceflbr  in  the  prae-  Am  of 

•  ■  pyiifw 

fie£ture,  was  an  Arab  by  birth,  and  confequently,  in  the  earlier  part 
of  his  life,  a  robber  by  profeffion.  His  rife  from  fo  obfcure  a  fta- 
tion  to  the  firft  dignities  of  the  empire,  feems  to  prove  that  he  was 
a  bold  and  able  leader.  But  his  boldneii  prompte4  him  to  afpire 
'  •  C  c  a  to 
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to  the  throne,  and  his  abiliika  were  cmplojed  to  fopplant,  not  to 
fervej  hi&  indulgent  maAer.  Tke  mind*  of  the  foldinn  were  irri« 
fated  by  wn  arttficul  ioucitjs  cMcd  bf  Wft  coiltrliFUiee  in  the 
campi  and  the dMhtft €f  fht  army  wat tUfiUile*  io^yenth  and 
incapacity  of  the  pviooe.  It  b  not  ia  aw  poirtr  fnfefr  Cht  -IIm* 
edBwIbpt  ef  the  ftcret  cMipiruy  and  opon  ftdHioor  ivMch  weie 
,   ,    at  Jeof  ih  fimil  to  OwdiM.  A  ktMmik  inuaw  WM  eieM 

Murder  of  •  ,     -      ^    .        ,  <  ^ 

Gordiu.     to  bu  memory  on  th»  fpat  *  whtfc  he-iRa»  kiUed*  iMar  tktf  ccMilkBi 
i^*."^  of  dw  Bophaattt  wMi  Ae  tksle  river  Abocaa***  The  fi>ituate 
Philip,  fatfed  w  tke  tapi^  hy  the  ^wtet  «f  dw  Ibldiertt  fowid  * 
tcady  obcdieaefrftom  the  feftate  and  the  prorlntet**. 

rwmaf  »  cannot  focbear  tranfcribing  the  ingeniouSi  though  feinewhal 

*»?l!*»y»>    lhaciftil  deicriptieni  which  a  oeM>rated  trritcr  of  our  own  timet 
has  traced  of  the  nSkafy  government  of  the  Romair  empire. 
**  What  ifk  that  age  \ras  called  the  Roman  empire,  was  onty  ait 
"  irregular  cepublic,  not  unKke  the  Ariftocracy**  of  Algiers where 
the  militia,  poflHTcd  nf  the  rovcreignty,  creates  and  depofes  1 
magtftratc,  who  is  ftylcd  a  Dcy.    Perhaps,  indeed,  it  may  be  laid 
"  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  a  military  government  is,  in  fome 
refpeds,  more  republican  than  monarchical.    Nor  can  it  be  faid 
»'  that  the  foldicrs  only  partook  of  the  government  by  their  dil> 
obedience  and  rebellions.    The  fpccches  made  to  them  by  the 
•*  emperors,  were  they  not  at  length  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe 
♦*  formerly  pronounced  to  the  people  by  the  confuls  and  the  tri- 
**  bunesf   And  although  the  armies  had  no  regular  place  or  forms 
**'o^aflbmbly;  though  their  debniee  wete  fllort,  their  adion  fudden, 
and  tfadr  RfUrcs  iUdom  the  reAdt  of  cooVicfledlon,  did  they  not 
*^  difpofe,  Vfktk  abfblute  fway,  of  die  pobRe  Ibrtune  ?  VhAt'^aa 
this^  emperor,  eacept  the  miniiier  of  a  tielent  govemmAtf  eteded 
^liirilte'pMMtebeaeftef the ibidien ?  ' 

^  When '  like  army  had  cie£ked  •Phflipt  who  yn»  Fhetoriaa 
^■peicM  t0  the  Ahrd  GoidiaBi  the  latter  demanded^  that  lie 
6  •*  might 
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odght  remain  ft)le  emperor  i   he  Was  unable  to  obtain  it 
He  requeflcd*  tlitt  the  power  might  be  eqtuUly  dltided  betwe«ft 
*>  tiicm)  tte  iiniy  tr«iM:tMK  iiflMi  ta      fptfeflli.  He  edafenfed 
«>  :to  be  ikgnM  M  the' 'nil:  dfGislkri  tbd  fiWMf  mi»  xtKaM 
f*  him  '  fie  defifci^'  at  ht&t  hv  o^llt  to  Appdiifad  FHHetiiA 

!^  life*  ;:The  anny*.  fa  ttofe  &md  'ya^ismm,  ite  fii«> 

f*  fO^wmipBmBjrir  haeomagm  the  UAcMiHi,  wtefe  MbM 
|ttiratil«  the  prdfaieot-De  MonttfinR  hM  tdifMdt  PMltpr 
daring  the  whole  tranfaft«m>  had  prefertcd  a  iiiUia  flta^Ct  IMt* 
inclined  tb  fpake  tht  mlMMtnC  life  of  hie  bradfiiaor  }  tiU,  reooffta- 
that  hi4  intiQCcaQe  aaigbt  cxitite  a  daagdious  eoaipafliaai  iii  the- 
^    ^AAian  world  i  be  codfiatbded,  vHthout  rcf^ard  to  his  .ftip|itiaht 
that  be  {hottkl  be  feized,  Aripf*  and  led  aWay  to  ioftant  dcalli. 
After  ft  moment'*  paufe  the  inhuinan  fenteaee  was  flxcciMcd 

On  hia  return  from  the  eaft  to  RoAte,  Philip,  defirOus  of  ohf-  Reij^nof- 
Ikeiating  the  memory  of  hi» crimes,  and  of  captiTating  the  alFefibiom  ^^'^ 
of  the  people,  fofemnized  the  fecufar  gamCB  with  iniinite  pomp 
and  magnificence.     Since   their  inftitution  or  rcTival  by  Au- 
guAus      they  had  been  celebrated  by  Claudius,  by  Donaitian,  and 
by  Severus,  aati  vietc  now  renewed,  the  fifth  time,  on  the  ac- 
£ompli^meiit  of  the  full  period  of  a  thoa&nd  jears  frofn  Ac  feun* 
datioo  of  Rome»    Bvocy  dtnnnftfnf  of  the-  ftcalar  giBet'  mu- 
lUUiiUy  adaptfd  to  infpiiv  the  fiipe«ftitiou%  Bind  with  deep;  and  a*  ^- 
fekf^tftaei^^  The  loog^iatcfval-.betwwia'tbfim'^'cxceedfid'thc 
{ecm  of  human  Ji^^  andfiu  noMof  tlie  ipe&rtoft  had  alrcadf  teem 
ibeohr  iaocia'.GOid4  flatter  tfaemfeivea  with  the- cxpedatioa.  of  be» 
hpldio^  tbcia  a^ieoond  tune«  Tbe.myftio  ficrifioes-were  peiibnnedr  ' 
during  three  nightit  on  the  bankt  of  the  Tyber;  and  the  C2ampiM- 
Maatiua  rafiqindcd  with  mofic  and  daneea.  and  was.  niimtaMed^ 
Sfith  innumerable  lampe  and  torehes.     Slaves*  and  flrangcn* 
«Kte  Wfludcd'  fiom  the  fcculiar  ceresBoaica  of  the  icpublic  ,A< 

chonit. 
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chorus  of  twentyifercn  youths,  and  as  many  virgins  of  noble  fa- 
milies, and  whofe  parents' were  both  alive,  implored  the  propitious 
gods  in  the  favour  of  the  prcfent,  and  the  hope  of  the  rifing  gene- 
ration ;  rcquefting,  in  religious  hymns,  that^  acc6rding  tb  the  faith 
of' their  a^deift  oriclc<«  they  would  flill  maiAtaia  the  virtue,  the 
lelicity,  and  tiie  empire  of  the  lUnian  people  'V  magnificence 
4)f  Philip's  Ihovn  fiid  entertiunments  dazsled.  theeycs  of  -  the  muU 
titiide* '  The  devodc  were  'employed  ia  the  'rifiei  of  fuperAitipn, 
whilft  die  refleQiiig  few  tevolv«9d  in  their  anziom  viindi  the  pad 
liiAorf  and  the  future  late  of  the  empire. 
MtasaTtkt  Since  Romuluti  inth  a  finidl  band  of  fliephcidi  and  outhwt,  for* 
JSr**^  tified  himil^  on  the  hills  near  the  Tyber.  ten  centuries  had  already 
dapfiMl'*.  puling  the  four  fiift  ages,  the  Romans,  in  the  laborious 
lehool  of  poverty,  had  acquired  the  virtues  of  war  and  {^smnalenc* . 
By  th6  vigacoas  esertion  of  thofe  virtues,  and  by  the  afliAanoe  of 
Ibrtuoe,  they  hsd  obtained,  in  the  courle  of  the  three  fuceeediqg 
centuries,  an  abfislute  empire  over  many  countries  of  Europe,  Afia, 
and  Afirica*  The  laft  diree  hundred  years  had  been'confumed  in 
apparent  proTperity  and  internal 'debline.  The-  natimi  of  Ibldiers, 
magiftrates,  and  I^iflators,  who  compoTed  the  thirty-fiye  tribes 
of  the  Roman  people,  was  'difloked  into  the  oommon  maft  of 
mankind,  and  confounded  with  the-  miUtoas  of  lenrile  provin* 
dais,  who  haid  received  the  name,  without  adoptiqg  the  fpiric 
of  Romans.  A  mercenary  army,  leried  among  die  fnbjeOs  and 
barbarians  of  the  fronder,  wtts  tb^  only  order  of  men  who  pre* 
fisrved  and  abded  thrir  indq>eodence.  'By  diieir  tinnultiiary  de^ 
tioD,  a  Syrian,  a  Goth,  or  an  Arab,  was  exalted  to  die  throne  of 
Rome,  and  invefted  with  defpodc  power  over  the  conquefis  and  over 
the  country  of  the  Scipioa.  ' 

The  limits  of  the  Roman  empire  flill  extended  from  the  Weftern 
Ocean  to  the  Tigris,  and  from  Mount  Atlas  to  the  Rhine  and  the 
Danube.   To  thtf  undilcemtng  eye  of  the  vulgar,  Philip  appeared 

a  mcmarch 
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«  monarch  no  left  powerful  Aan  Hadrian  or  Auguftua.  The  form 
Wat  ftill  the  fame,  hut  the  animatiqg  health  and  vigour  were  fled. 
The  induftrjr  of  the  pec^le  waa  ififcouragcd  and  exhaufled  by  a 
long  feriet  of  opprefTion.  The  difdpline  of  the  legionii  which 
•done*,  after  the  eztin^on  of.  .every  other  virtue,  had  propped  the 
greatnefs  of  the  (late,  waa  corrupted  by  the  ambition,  or  relaxed 
by  the  weakneft  of  the  emperors.  The  flrength  of  the  frontiers^ 
jiriuch  had  always  confided  in  arms  rather  than  in  lbrti6catioiM» 
waa  infenfibly  uodermioedj  i  an4  the  faired  provinces  were  left  ex- 
p;:^  to  the  rapacioufnefs  or  ambition  of  the  barbarianai  who  foon 
dUcof^red  the  decline  of  the  ^omao  power. 


« 
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CHAP.  VIIL 
Cf  ti^  ftaii  of  Ftrfia  after  tU  rtfbtviiea  cf  tU 

SSrfS  ITTHENEVER  Tacitus  mdulgea  himfelf  io  tWefe  beautifirt 
BaftaMof  VV  epUbdes,  in  "which  he  rclatet  fome  domeftk  tranfadion  of 
the  Germans  or  of  the  ParthianSi  h»  principal  ohjc€L  is  to  reiieve  the 
attention  of  the  reader  iirom  a  tmifbrm  fceoe  of  rice  aad  laifisrjp. 
From  the  reign  of  Auguftus  to  the  time  of  Alexander  Severus,  the 
enemiet  of  Rome  were  ia  her  bofom ;  the  tyrants,  and  the  foldiors ; 
and  her  profperity  had  a  ^ery  diitant  and  feeble  intereft  in  the  rcv<^ 
lutions  that  might  happen  beyond  the  Rhine  and  the  Euphrates* 
But  when  the  military  order  had  levelled,  in  wild  anarchy,  the  power 
of  the  prince,  the  laws  of  the  fcnate,  and  even  the  difcipline  of  the 
camp,  the  barbarians  of  the  north  and  of  the  eaft,  who  had  long 
hovered  on  the  frontier,  boldly  attacked  the  provinces  of  a  declin- 
ing monarchy.  Their  vexatious  inroads  became  formidable  inva- 
iions,  and,  after  a  long  vlcirTitude  of  mutual  calamities,  many  tribes 
of  the  viQorious  invaders  cftablifhed  themfelves  in  the  provinces  of 
the  Roman  empire.  To  obtain  a  clearer  knowledge  of  thefe  great 
events,  we  (hall  endeavour  to  form  a  previous  idea  of  the  chara(Sler» 
forces,  and  defigns  of  thofe  nations  who  avenged  the  caufe  of 
Hannibal  and  Mithridates. 
Revoltttkmt  In  the  more  early  ages  of  the  world,  whllft  the  forefts  that  covered 
Europe  afforded  a  retreat  to  a  few  wandering  favages,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Afia  were  already  colleded  into  populous  cities,  and  re- 
duced under  extenfive  empires,  the  feat  of  the  arts,  of  luxury,  and 
df  ^fpotiihi.  The  Affyriani  reigned  over  the  Eaft  %  tiU  the  fcepter 
of  NiniM  and  SemsnunU  dfopc  from  the  hands  of  their  enervated 

fiiceeflbrt. 
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fucceflors.  The  Medcs  and  the  Babylonians  divided  their  power, 
and  were  themfelvcs  fwallowed  up  in  the  monarchy  of  the  Perfiansi 
whofe  arms  could  not  be  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  Aiia. 
Followed,  as  it  is  faid,  by  two  mtUtoiu  of  mm,  Xerxes,  the  defcendant 
of  Cyrus,  innded  Greeotf.  Thirty  thoufand  foldicrs^  under  the 
bonuBMid  oFAIezaiider«  die  fen  of  PUlip,  who 
the  Greeks  with  their  glory  arid  rereoget  vere*  TniEdent  to  fubdne 
Perfik.  Tbe  princes  of  the  -houle  of  Selencus  iifurped  and  loft  the 
•Maacdonian" « cqaamand  orer  die  Baft.  About  the  fiune  tone,  that^ 
bf  an  ignomittioas  treaty*  they  refigned  to  the  Rcnnans  the  country 
on  this  fide  Mount  Taurus,  they  irere  driven  by  the  Parthians»  an 
obftiiie  horde,  .of  Scythian  origan,  from  all  the  provtooes  of  Upper 
AfiL  The  fimidable  power  of  the  Partfaians,  which  fpiead  fioQ 
India  to  die  frontiers  of  Syria,  was  in  its  turn  Aibverted  by  Ard(hir» 
or  Aitaxerxes ;  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty,  which,  under  the 
name  of  Saflanides,  governed  Perfia  till  the  inVafion  of  the  Arabs. 
This  great  rcTolatioo,  whofe  fatal  influence  was  fnon  experienced  by 
the  Romans,  happened  in  the  fourth  year  of  Alexander  Severus, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-dx  years  after  the  Chriflian  aera 

Artaxerxcs  had  ferved  with  great  reputation  in  the  armies  of  ^rna^hy" 
Aitaban,  the  lad  king  of  the  Parthianst  stnd  it  appears  that  he  was  '^^"^ 
driven  into  exile  and  rebellion  by  royal  ingratitude,  the  cuftomary 
reward  for  fuperior  merit.  His  birth  was  obfcure,  and  the  obfcurity 
equally  gave  room  to  the  afpcrlions  of  his  enemies,  and  the  flattery 
of  his  adherents.  If  we  credit  the  fcandal  of  the  former,  Arta- 
xerxcs fprang  from  the  illegitimate  commerce  of  a  tanner's  wife 
with  a  common  fcldier  '.  The  latter  reprefcnt  him,  as  defcended 
from  a  branch  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Perfia,  though  time  and 
misfortune  had  gradually  reduced  his  anceAors  to  the^humble  (Nation 
of  private  citizens  \  As  the  lineal  heir  of  the  monarchy,  he 
averted  his  right  to  the  throne,  and  cKaHenged  the  noble  tafk  of 
deUyering  the.  Pcrnarn  from  the  opprei&oa  under  which  they 
;.;Voi..  I.  D  d  igfoaned 
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(ToaAcd  above  five  centuries  fince  the  death  of  Dariut.  The  Par- 
^MAQS  were  defeated  in  three  great  battles.  In  the  laft  of  thefe 
their  king  Artaban  was  flain,  and  the  I'pirit  of  the  nation  M'as  for 
ever  broken  The  authority  of  Artaxerxes  was  folemnly  acknow- 
ledged in  a  great  affembly  held  at  Balch  in  Khorafan.  Two 
younger  branches  of  the  royal  houfe  of  Arfaccs  were  confounded 
among  the  proftrate  fatraps.  A  third,  more  mindful  of  ancient 
grandeur  than  of  prefent  ncccffity,  attempted  to  retire,  with  a 
numerous  train  of  vaflals,  towards  their  kiniman,  the  king  of 
Armenia;  but  this  little  army  of  deferters  was  intercepted,  and  cut 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  conqueror  *,  who  boldly  a  {Turned  the 
double  diadem»  and  the  title  of  King  of  Kings,  which  had  been 
cojoyod  hy  bis  piwdeoeflbr.  But  thefe  pompous  titles,  inflead  of 
gratifying  the  vanity  of  the  Perfian,  iSarved  ooly  to  admoniih  him 
of  hi«  dtttf)  and  to  inflame  in  hit  fouU  the  amhitioa  of:xrftoiii]g,  ia 
tkdr  fidl  fptesdottr,  die  tdigioa  and  empire  of  Cyrut. 

•f'S^MiHEUa     ^'  ^'^^•'*'*S  fcrvitode  of  Pcrfia  under  th«  Macedonian 

nligkn.      and  the  Parthian  yodoe,  the  nBttoBS  of  Europe  and  Aila  had  mu- 
tually adopted  §mA  conuplBd  each  ether't  fiiperftitians.    The  . 
Arfacideii  indeod)  pcaaiied  the  worftup  of  the  Magi ;  hut  they 
difgraced  and poUvled  it  vkhm fradou  muEtitre qf  fiireiga  idetitrf,. 
The  nenory  of  Zenafier»  the  wicient  pcophet  and  ph&i&ipiier 
•f  <he  Perfian»  %  watliU  xeveiedin  the  Eaft  ;  {nit  the  oblblete  and. 
.  .        fliyflerioM  laaguage*  ia  'which  the  ZeadweAa  ivm  oompofed  %. 
•peoed- 1-  field  of  dilpuie  to  &veoty  iedi,  iffhieh  had  w&n  kt. 
feGe^oot-  and  were  all  equally  dended  by  a  crowd  o£  infi» 
-  dciit  id»  fcj^ded  the  ^riae  niiCoB-aiid  miradea  of  the  prophets- 
T0£ififN&  <iiie  idolaten»  iwnite  «he  lidiifMici,  «ad.  confute  i!he 
«Mheliewn>  by  -the  jnAOUhle  dedfioa  of  a  geocnl  «omKili  th». 
fioas  Arttaemet  fimmoiied  ^Magi  fioin«Upaita  of  hia  d(«iSBioiia» 
Hiefe  prieiit  ivho  had  ib  kqg  £ghed  in  coMcmpt  and  oUcurity, 

ohqFcd  the  wdbone  ibniBoat  I  nd  oo'the 
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to  the  number  of  about  eighty  thoufand.    But  as  neither  reafbii 
■or  enthufiafra  could  have  guided  fo  tumultuary-  an  aflcmblr,  it 
was  reduced*  by  fucccfitvc  operations,  to  forty  thoufand,  to  fmrr 
thoufand,  to  four  hundred,  to  forty,  and  at  laft  to  feven  Magi, 
die  moft  re(pe^cd  for  their  learning  and  piety.    One  of  thefe, 
EfdiTitaph,  a  joung.  but  holy  prelate,  received  from,  the  hands 
«f  Us  bfeduvn*  throe        of  fopoiiferou^  wine.    He  drank  them 
ofl^  and  inaantly  fell  iaiD  %.  idtg  and  profound  fleq).    As  foon 
a»  Ik  wilctd*-     tekiedi  to  tlie  king  aoil^  to  ibe  bdieviog  muld. 
tndfl^  hjk  janinqr  t>  Hawt%  and  hit  Itimte  eorfeieiiua  with  the 
Deity.  Evo^  doubt  wm  filweed  hj  thia  hgemmnl  evidence  • 
ad  4w  actickt  of  tl^  ftith  of  Zo«Mfter  vnre  fixed)  eyail 
anthorUy  and  ppodfioa     A  fbott  delincMiow  of  that  edebfatcd 
^4eB  win hcftund  iilefui;  not  oolf  to dil^ji tfao  ohaiadtet  of  tho 
Betfian  nation,  but  to  iDoftraia  manj  of  their  nuift  imponanc  tcanfi 
adiona»bothinpcace'andi«ar,  withtheBanMoenifnK'*.  - 
The  great  and  fandaoMotal  aitide  of  the  fyftem,  wu  the 
Ubiated  dodrine  of  the  two  ptiociplci,  ai  bold  and  injudkiooi  riSSphZ** 
attempt  of  Eaflern  phlloibphj  to  rcooncile  tlw  esiflenee-of  moral. 
and  phyfical  erilf  with  the  attributes  of  a  beneSoeot  Greator  and 
goremor  of  the  world.   The  firft  and  original  Being,  in  whom*  oi» 
by  whom,  the  univerfe  exifls,  is  denominated  in  the  wrttiogo 
of  ZoroaftcTi  Time  without  boundt  $  bat  it  mull  be  confefledf  tfiat 
thia  infinite  fiibflance  feems  rather  a  metaphy6cal  abfiradion  of  the; 
nnndt  than  a  real  object  endowed  with  felf-confcioufiiefs^or  pafl9:flad* 
of  moral  perfe€lions.    Front  either  the  blind,  or  the  intelligent 
operation  of  this  infinite  Time,  which  bears  but  too  near  an  affinity  ' 
with  the  chaos  of  the  Gre^s*  the  two  feeondary  bat  active  prin- 
ciples of  the  univerfe,  were  from  all  eternity  produced,  Ormufd' 
and  Ahriman,  each  of  them  pofTcfTed  of  the  powers  of  creation,  but 
each  difpofed,  by  his  invariable  nature,  to  exercife  them  with  dif- 
ferent defigns.   The  priocijrfe  of  good  is  eterndly  abibrbed  in  lights 
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the  piiitci^  of  evil  eCerotf I7  buried  in  darkneft.  The  ^ife  berievob 
lence  of  Ormufd  ibmed  num  capable  of  virtual  and  abimdaDtly  pro» 
^ded  hi*  &»'  habitation  with  the  materials  <^  happinefs.  By  his 
vigilant  providence»  the  motion  of  the  plaoetSt  the  order  of  the 
ftalbos,  and  tiie  .temperate  mixture  of  the  elenients  are  prefcrved. 
But  the  malice-  of  Ahriman  has  l<Mig  finoe  pierced  Ormufd* s  egg-^ 
OTi  in  other  words,  has  violated  the  harmoof  of  his  works.  Since 
that  fiital  irruption,  Ae  nioft  minute  partides  of  good  end  evil 
are  intimately  intermingled  and.  agitated  togethef  ; '  the  rankeft 
poifonSffpring.upamidft  the' moft  falutary  plants}  dduges,  earth* 
quakes,  and  conflagrations,  atteft  the  confli^  of  Nature,  and  the 
Uttle  world  of  man  is  perpetually  ihaken  by  vice  and  mtsfortune* 
Whilft  the  reft  of  human  kind  are  led  away  captives  in  :the  chiins 
of  their  infernal  enemy,  the  faithful  Perfian  alone>  refcrves  his 
religious  adorauon  for  his  friend  and  protestor  Ormufd,  and  fights 
under  his  banner  of  light,  in  the  full  confidence,  that  be  (hall,  in 
the  lad  day,  fiure  the  glory  of  his  triumph.  At  that  decifive 
period,  the  enlightened  wifdom  of  goodnefs  will  render  the'  powiu^ 
of  Ormufd  fupertor  to  the  furious  malice  of  his  rival.  Ahrimain  and 
his  followers,  difarmcd  and  fubdued,  will  fink  into  their  nativei 
darkncfs  ;  and  virtue  will  maintaia  the  eternal  peace  ajsd  harmony, 
of  the  univerfc 

HcliRioas  '^^^^  theology  of  Zoroaftor  was  darkly  comprehended  by  foreigners,. 

"^^'f'        and  even  by  the  far  greater  number  of  his  difciplcs  ;  but  the  moft 
carelels  oblcrvers  were  ftrlick  with  the  philofophic  funplicity  ot"  the 
Perfian  worftiip.     "  That  people,  fays  Herodotus       njcds  the 
•  •*  uie  of  temples,  of  altars,  and  of  flatucs,  and  iinilcs  at  the  folly  of 

••*  thofc  nations,  who  imagine  that  the  gods  aic  fj)rung  trom, 
**  or  bear  any  affinity  with  the  human  nature.  The  tops  of  the 
higheft  mountains  are  the  places  chofen  for  Gicrifices.  Hymns 
**  and  prayers  are  the  principal  worlhip ;  the  Supreme  God  who 
**  fills  the  wide  tirde  df  Heaven^  is  the  objcdt  to.  whom  they  are. 
6  .  ••  addrefled.'' 
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<*  addrefled.'*   Ye^  at  the  liime  time,  in  tlie  tmt  (piric  of  a  polftheiftt 
he  accufes  them  of  adoring  Earthi  Water,  Virtt  the^Wipdit  and- 
the  Sun  and  Moon.    But  the  Perfians  of  every  age  ha?e  ijffiifd 
the  fh^r^i  and  aplaiiKd  th^.equivpcai  oondndk,  .whu^  nught 

appear  to  give  a  colour  to  it.  The  ele|nents,  and  more  particu- 
larly Fire,  Light,  and  the  Sun,  whom  they  called  Mithra,  were  the 

obje^fts  of  their  religious  reverence,  bccau  fc  they  confidered  them  as 
the  purcft  fymbols,  the  nob  left  prod  udlionSjj  fod  the  inoiik  powerful- 
agents  of  the  Divine  Power  and  Nature  ". 

Every  mode  of  religion,  to  make  a  deep  and  laftine  imprcfllon  on  C^"=>^°''>^ 

■     ,  -in  T  I     .•  ox-  and  moral- 

the  hiiman  mmd,  mult  exercife  our  obedience,  by  enjoining  pradices  precefti. 
of  devotion,  for  wiiich  wc  can  aflign  no  reafon  ;  and  muft  acquire  our 
efteem,  by  inculcating  moral  duties  analogous  to  the  didates  of  our 
own  heart!*  The  religion  of  Zoroafter  was  abundantly  provided 
mdi.tbe  fomier»  and  poflefled  a  fnfficient  jpprtion  of  the  latter.  A^ 
the  age  of  puberty,  the  faithful  Perfiao  was  iavefted  with  a  myf- 
terious  girdle,  the  badge  of  tbe^  dime  proteaioo  j.  and  from  that 
moment,  all,  the  anions,  of  hit  li^.  even  the  ■  moft .  iodiflFerent . 
or  the  mqft  neceflarj,  were  fandified  by  their,  peculiar  prayers), 
ejacuktionp,  or  genuflexions;  the  omiffion  of  whicli,  under  any 
circumftanfieB,.  was  a  grievous  fid,  not  inferior  in  guUt  to  the  yio- 
&|i6n  of  the  moral  duties.  .  The  moral  duties,  however^  of  jufiice,. 
mercy,  liberality,  &c.  were  in  theic  turn  required  of  the  difciple  of 
Zoroafier,  who  wiflicd  to  efcape  the  periiscution.of  Ahrtman,  and  to 
live  with  Ormufd  in  a  blifsful  eternity,  where  the  degree  of  felicity- 
is  exadly.  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  virtue  and  piety  '\ 

But  there  are  Ibme  remarkable  inftances,  in  which  Zoroaftec  lays^  Enc  .i.n,.f- 
afide  the,  prophet,  aflumes  the  legiHator,  and  difcovers  a  liberal  Stwl  ***'" 
concern  for  private  and  public  happincfs,  fcld  m  to  he  found  among 
the  groveling  or  vifionary  fcheincs  of  fupcfUitiou.    Faftiag.  and. 
celibacy,  the  common  means  of  purchafing  the  divine  favour, 
he  condemns  with  abhorrence,  as  a  criminal  rejcdioo  of  the  bell. 

gifts. 
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fgifb  o£  pBofMience.  The  fiimtr  in  \hc  MBkgua  n^^gioo>  tr<ibKge^' 
W- beget  diHdieir,  Co- plant  aibful  tteetf  torddtnf  iioiAck»mimtSh- 
w-  eemef  wate#  tti^  Ae  dry  laodlr  of  PeHia,  and  to  vfoek  oar  fat' 
fiinttfiMrby  puHmi^tH  tlMe  Ubdotttrf'agi iuuhiirc.  -  Wc'iMjrqiHKe'' 
limn  lAe^  SShuhwdk  a  wilS  atid  benevdlett  mMsftin  whidh  oobi*' 
penfMlMr  for  masiy  m-  thGudky.  *«  Her  wfad-  loirr  the  gtoinid  ^ A 

care- corf  ^geneet  aeqoim  ^gieater  flockof  rriigknia  meric*  than* 
**'  ht  coM  guar  hf  the  lepetitiuti  -of  tea  tbott&nd  pajen  '*'.'*' 
In  the  fpriog  of  every  year  a  ftflS«al  Wat  celebratdl,  dieilioed  to 
repnfint  tlK'pRiinilve  equality,  and  the  prefeat  c^iiexion»  of  man- 
kind. The  ftiiely  kings  of  Fitrlia,  exchan^ng  t&dr  Tain  pomp 
fyr  more  genuine  greatnel&»  f^Iy  mingled  trith  the  Ihimbleft  hut' 
inoft  ftfefu^  of  tfadr  fubje^.  On  that  day  the  hufbandmear  were' 
admitted^  witfaoot  dSDindion,  to  the  table  of  the  king  and  hit' 
iatrapt.  The  monarch  accepted  their  petiti6ns»  inquired  into  dieir 
gneranceSy  and  converfed  with  thetn  on  the  moft  equal  terras. 
**  From  your  labours,  was  he  accufiomed  to  lay,  and  to  fiiy  with 
<*-  truth,  if  not  with  fincerity»  from  your  labours  we  .receive  00^^ 
^  ibhfiftence ;  yon  dezive  your  tranquillity  firom  our  vigilance  ; 

finee,  therefore,  we  are  mutually  neceflTary  to  each  other,  let  us 
"  live  together  like  brothers  in  concord  and  love  ".*'  Such  a  fef- 
tival  muft  indeed  have  degenerated,  in  a  wealthy  and  defpotie 
empire  into  a  theatrical  reprefentadon  ;  but  it  was  at  leaft  a  co- 
medy well  worthy  of  a  royal  audience,  and  which  might  Ibmetimes 
imprint  a  fahitary  leflon  on  the  mind  of  a  young  prince. 
Power  oftbe       Had  Zoroafter,  in  all  his  inftitutions,  invariably  fupported  this  ex-. 

alted  charadcr,  his  name  would  defervc  a  place  with  thofe  of  Numa 
and  Confucius,  and  his  fyftcm  would  be  juftly  entitled  to  all  the 
applaufe,  which  it  has  pleafed  feme  of  our  Divines,  and  even  fome 
of  our  philofophers,  to  beflow  on  it.  But  in  that  motley  compofi- 
tion,  dictated  by  rcafon  and  palTion,  by  enthufiafm  and  by  felfifh 
motives,  fome  ufefui  and  fublime  truths  were  difgraced  by  a  mix- 
ture 
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4dfe'«f  dtt  ooft  sbjoft  aod  daagecoot  fufierftitioo.  The  Migi,  «r 
iaoerdoUloidtt,  .tvoeieHtneinclyauiaieiDas,  itnce,  as  we  have  alseadf 
bfOf  ftnifo—  ibmktd     ttita  mtaded  *  geoetal  ooandi.   Tlieir  ' 

nvere  wuHi|iiBd»  dttaplfair.  A  tcgubr  Ittemvcky 
diffUU tkMoiBl^  dl  liiefrofiMet^  Parfuii  and  theArehimagusi, 
Kilo  icfiM.at  Biddh,  fofpeftcd  «•  the  infible  4iaul  ^Sbt 
dwwdit  ■«nl*thc  iMifiil  iieacAir  of.  SOorcNiAer  The  property  df- 
iheMiigliiM'WjrmifidMbto. ;  Siftdet  thtt4dt  Mdioot  pokef- 
fio«orm4M9etMA«f4hfriBeftMte.4ufc  thcyMii. 
m  geoeajl  tu  «ii  «heibi«im  4»i  tbeiiUliiftiy  ofthePBrfiuw  '^.* 
M  Ttai^TOBr  tond  vrnfa,'**  ikys^^ioteMfted  f«ofli«^  «*  ohmI 

'mmajUba^  Uajrm  m£.  Asmmh  tthe«dropt4f.tiA|,:^  ibn  itt. 
torai,  «r  ilie  findt  m  dib  Im  Ihon^  iSbKjmili  rfl-te 
«*7rafiiiblcO»yaii,  vUdKf  apewnepttdbytlB^flnr,  vfpidi- 
«  T«4d)laiii  4he  WMptsdeitaf  tbb«Ms  f»  iabttiam  yonaRik: 

ftklduUf  fnf  Un  iSr«b«r  of  aU  ycm  pofleft,  of  9«iir||oodi»  «€' 
««  jDor  Iwdh^  and-^f  fum  wumef.  if  the  deOnir  tofttinfiid,  yum 
i>  fiwlvin  efeapelidl  toaunti  yo«  wiflftme^praMemifaUmli^, 
«*  And  faappHRft  ai^  the  -noBt.  ibr  thie4elloif»  are  i^  tmAtn  -df 
f«  tdiffxm  I  thef  know  •]!  ^kaag^  «od  they  ddi?tr  all  smu:'*.'* 
•  Thcfe  oeawcauMrt  inaxinl  bf  .rerereaoe  and  implicit  fakh  «att>- 
doobdeis  imprinted  ivith  oife  -cA'Aelfliidcv  mbda  of  7011111$  fini*; 
theMat^  weitthe  maftera^ edocatioB in  PeHia»  and  lo  tuSt  hahidi* 
ftcchiidfcn  cfcn-of  the  royal  family  were  intrufted  The  Perlkat 
prieibi  utio  were  «lf  a  fpeculative  geams,  preTerved  and  inveAigatedt 
Ihe  IcoNta  ^  Oriental  philofophy }  and-  acquiftd,  either  try  {vrpef^ 
rfoT'  knowledge  or  fupcrior  art,  the  reputation  of  being  well  verfedi 
in  feme  occult  fcicnces,  which  hare  derived  their  appellation  from'  * 
tke  Magi  Tbofe  of  moiO  adive  difpofitions,  mingled  with  the.* 
Worid  in  coorta'andcidea;  -and  it  is  obferved,  that  the  adminiftra— 
lAoB  oCAMaBeM  was  in  «  great  neafiue  dixeOed  bj^  the  coooMa'* 

oft' 
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•of  the  &Gerd(>tal  order.  whoTe  dignity,  cithier  from  jiolicy  or  devo* 
■tion».  tlut  prince  Te(br(d ,  to  itt.  ancteot  iplendoOT 
Spirit  «r  per-  -   The  firft  coiuifel  of  the  Magi  wa»  tgreeabk  ta  the  unCieiable  ge- 
^'^'^     jaiw  of  ii>eir  .fk«th*%  to  the.piiiAioe  o^intielitlUqgsV,  andefen 
to  the  extmple  of  theb  legi<ktor»:  who  had.j^leb-a  inifitim  fo  a  re? 
^ou»  war,  excited  by  hia  own  intolerant  zeal      ^y'ao  edid.xif 
'  Artaxencea,  the  exercife  of  every  worfliip,  except  thai:  of  Zaiiwftery 
jwas  feverely.  prohibited.   The  temples  of  tbd  Parthians,  and  the  fta* 
SjoiB  of  thcic  deified  monarchs,  v^ere  thmwii  dbwn  with  igdominy  *\ 
The  fword  of  Arillotle  (fuch  was  the  name  given  by  the  orientals  to 
the  polytheifm  and  philofophy  of  the  Greeka^f  was  eafily  broken  *' ; 
the  flamea  of  perfecution  foon  reached  the  more  ftub^om  Jews  and 
Chriftians    ;  nor  did  they  fpare  the  heretics  of  their  own  nation  iod 
xeligion.    The  majefty  of  Ormufd,  who  wai  jealous  of  a  rivals  was 
feconded  by  the  defpotifm  of  Artaxcrxea,  who  could  not  fuffer  a 
rebel;  and  with  the  aififtance  of  what  bis  prelates  no  doubt  called 
wbolefome  feverittes,  the  fchifmatics  wiihin,  his  vad  empire  were 
Xoon  reduced  to  the  inconfiderable  number  of  eighty  thoufand  '% 
This  fpirit  of  perfecution  refleds  dillxonour  on  the  religion  of  Zo- 
roafter ;  but  as  it  was  not  produiftive  of  any  civil  commotion,  it  ferved 
|0  ftrengthcn  the  new  monarchy  by  uniting  all  the  yai:ious  inhabit- 
ants of  Pcrfia  in  the  bands  of  religious  zeal. 
EftAliftanent      !!•  Artaxcrxes,  by  his  valour  and  condiidl:,  had  wrefted  the  fccp- 
ofthe  roysl   jgj.  ^f  the  Eaft  from  the  ancient  royal  family  of  Parthia.  There 

aulhor!:y  in  ■'  ' 

the  province*,  {^m  remained  the  more  difficult  tafk.  of  eftabliH-iiiig,  throughout  the 
vafl  extent  of  Pcrfia,  a  uniform  and  vigorous  adminiftration.  The 
weak  indulgence  of  the  Arfacides,  had  refigncd  to  their  fons  and 
brothers,  the  principal  provinces,  and  thegreateft  offices  of  the  king- 
dom, in  the  nature  of  hereditary  poflcffions.  The  vitaxe,  or  eigh- 
teen moil  powerful  fatraps,  were  permitted  to  affume  the  regal  title; 
and  ihg  va^o  ptide  of  the  monarch  was  delighted  with  a  nominal 

dominion 
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dominion  over  Co  many  vafial  king*.  Even  tribes  of  barbirians  ia 
their  mountains,  and  the  Greek  dlies  of  Upptt  Alia"»  within  their 
walls,  fcarcely  a^nowledged,  or  at  leaft  obeyed,  any  fupcrior ;  and 
Abe  Piztluan  empire  exhibited*  uoder  edier  names^  a  lively  image  of 
the  iendal  fyflem  '*  which  hatiince  prewnled  in  Europe.  But  the 
^Qxwe  y'vEtott  at  the  head  c£  a  numerous  and  difciplined  anny»  vifited 
in  perToQ  every  province  of  Perfia.  The  defeat  of  the  boldeft  rebelt, 
-and  the  redoOion  of  the  fiibngeft  fiwtificaticMiB  'S  difiufed  the  terror 
lof  Ilia  arms»  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  peaceful  recqption  of  his 
Authority*  An  oMinate  refiftaoce  was  fiital  to  the  chieft ;  but  their 
fellowers  were  treated-  with  4enity  A  cheerful  fnbmiffion  was 
jetnuded  with  honours  and  riches ;  hut  the  prudent  Artaxencfes* 
fufPeriog  no  perfon  except:  himfelf  to-  afltime  the  tide  of  king*  abo- 
lished every  intermediate  power  between  the  throne  and  the  people. 
His  kingdom,  nearly  equal  in  extent  to  modern  Pcrfia,  was,  on  every  ExtwMMid^ 
iide,  bounded  by  the  Tea  or  by  great  rivers ;  by  the  Euphrates,  the  ImKs. 
Tigris,  the  Araxes,  the  Oxus,  and  the  Indus,  by  ihc  Cafpian  fea, 
and  the  gulph  of  Perfia.  That  country  was  computed  to  contain  in 
the  laft  centun',  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  cities,  fixty  thoufand 
villages,  and  about  forty  millions  of  fouls  If  we  compare  the 
adminiftration  of  the  houfe  of  Saflan  with  that  of  the  houfe  of  Sefi,  . .  . 
the  political  influence  of  the  Magian  with  that  of  the  Mahometan 
religion,  we  fliall  probably  infer,  that  the  kingdom  of  Artaxerxcs 
contained  at  leaft  as  great  a  number  of  cities,  villages,  and  inhabit- 
ants. But  it  mull  likewifc  be  confclfed,  that  in  every  .'igc  the 
want  of  harixiurs  on  the  fca  coaft,  and  the  fcarcity  of  frdh  water 
in  the  inland  provinces*  have  been  very  unfavourable  to  the  com- 
merce and  agriculture  of  thePerfians;  who,  in  the  calculation  of 
iheir  numbers,  feem  to  have  indulged  one  of  the  meaneft,  though 
moft  common  artifices,  of  national  vani^. 

As  tooa  as  the  ambitiotis  mind  of  Artaxerxes  had  triumphed  over  Kceapiiatt. 
-the  refinance  of  his  vaflals,  he  began  to  threaten  the  neighbouring  !!?b^!!!^ 

VOL.L  Ee  ftates, 
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aadRonun  l^atcs,  who,  during  the  long  flumbcr  of  his  predecefTors,  liad  infulled 
cspitVi  ,      .     .         .  . 

Pcrfia  \vit!i  impunity.    He  obtaincJ  loiiie  eafy  victories  over  the 

wild  Scythians  and  the  effeminate  Indians ;  but  tiie  Romans  were 
i\n  enemy,  who,  by  their  paft  injuries  and  prcfcnt  power,  cicrcrvcd 
the  uiniall  efl'orts  of  his  arms.     A  forty  years  tranquillity,  the 
fruit  of  valoiu-  and  moderation,  had  fucceeded  the  vidories  of  Trajau. 
During  the  period  that  elapfed  from  the  accefllon  of  Marcus  to  the 
reign  of  Alexander,  the  Roman  and  the  Parthian  empties  wtte  twioe- 
engaged  in  war}  and  although  the  whole  ftiength  of  the  Ar&ddes. 
ccmiended  wiA  a  part  only  of  the  Ibnea  of  Home,  the  event  wtt 
meft  conunoaly  to  fxnux  of  the  Utier.  ^  Macxi&us»  indeed,  prompted 
by  his  precarious  fituation  and  pufiUaniMoys  teoipev,  purchased  & 
peace  at  the  expeaee  of  near  two  miUidna  of  onr  money ;  bat  the 
genetab  of  Marcus,  theemperor  Sewrua,  and  hieftot  eceded  many 
trophies  in  Armenia*  Mefopoiamia,  and  A%ria.  Among  their  ex^ 
pidltii  the  impeifed  relation  of  which  .woaU  have  anlcBibnably  in> 
temipiedthe  more  impoitant  SaAet  of  doraeftic  xeToluikM»  we  flail 
only'mention  the  rqpcated  calamities  of  die  two  great  cities  of  ^e- 
lenda  and  CStefiphon* 
Clues  of  Se>      Sdcuciat  on  the  weftcm  hank  of  the  "ngriSf  about  forty-five 
Cb^im.    jiMles  to  the  neeih  of  ancient  Babyhn>  WW  tlw  capital  of  the  Mace- 
donian eonqueftiaUpperAfia".  Miiny  ages  after  the  fall  of  theif 
cmpre,  Seleucia  retained  the  genuine  charaders  of  a  Grecian  oolooy* 
-  arts»  military  vvtue*  and  the  love  of  iieedom.  The  independent 
sepid)lic  was  governed  by  a  ienate  of  three  hundred  nobles  j  the 
people  confiAcd  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  citizens ;  the  walls  were 
ftrong,  and  as  long  as  concord  prevailed  among  the  leveral  orders  of 
the  flate,  they  viewed  vnth  contempt  the  power  of  the  Parthian : 
the  madncfs  of  fadion  was  (bmedmes  provolbcd  to  io^kwe  the  dan* 
gerous  aid  of  the  common  enemy,  who  was  pofted  alreoil  at  the  gates 
'  of  the  colony      The  Parthian  monarcbs,  like  the  Mogul  fovereigns 
of  Hindoftan*  delighted  in  the  paftoral  life  of  their  Scythian  ancef- 

tors; 
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tors ;  and  the  imperial  camp  was  ulually  pitched  in  the  plain  of 

Cteriphon,  on  ilic  caftcrn  bank  of  the  Tigris,  at  the  diftance  of  only 

three  miles  from  Selcucia        The  innumerable  attendants  on  luxury 

and  dcfpotifm  rclhrtcd  to  the  court,  and  the  little  village  of  Qcfi- 

phon  infcniil)ly  fwellcd  into  a  great  city        Under  the  rei^^n  of 

Marcu6>  the  Roman  generals  penetrated  as  far  as  Ctcfiphon  and  Se- 

leucia.   They  were  received  as  friends  by  the  Greek  colony;  they  A.D.  165. 

attM&ed  M^emi^  the  feat  of  the  Parthian  kings  ;  yet  both  citicfe 

ttcperieoced  the  fame  treatment.   The  fack  and  confiagration  of 

Seteociai  with  the  maffacre  of  three  hundred  thooland  of  the  inha- 

MtantSt  tkratlhed  the  glory  of  the  Roman  triumph  *\  Seleucia, 

already  exhaofted  by  the  neighbourhood  of  a  too  powerful  ri-vil, 

fmk  under  ilhe  £ital  blow ;  but  Otefiphon,  in  about  thirty-threis  AtU.ii9s  ^ 

yean*  had  foffictoitly  reeovered  its  ftrength  to  maintain  an  obfti* 

aale  fiege  againft  the  <Aipe(or  Sevenis* '  The  city  was,  however* 

ttkea  by  aflauk ;  ihe  long,  vAio  defended  it  in  perfeh,  efiaped  with 

predpitatSon  s  anlHiBilfed<fliDn£imi  captives*  and  a  rich  booty,  ra^ 

warded  the  fiidgaet  of  theRomaA  loiters**.   Notwithftanding  thefe 

niafiirtttnea*  Oteli^ion  fucceeded  to  Babylon  and  to  Sdieucia,  as  oiie 

of  the  great  capitals  of  the  Eaft.   In  fummer,  the  monarch  of  Perfia 

enjoyed  at  Ecbatana  the  cool  breams  of  the  mountains  of  Media  $ 

but  the  mildnefs  of' the  dimafe  engaged  him  to  prefer  Ctcfiphon  for 

his  winter  refidcnce. 

From  thefe  fuccefsful  inroads,  the  Romans  derived  no  real  or  Conqa«flof 

Ounoene  by 

lafting  benefit ;  nor  did  they  attempt  to  prefcrve  fuch  diftant  con-  iheRoauai. 
^uefts,  feparated  from  the  provinces  of  the  empire  by  a  large  trail  of 
hktennediate  dcfcrt.  The  rcdudlion  of  the  kingdom  of  Ofrhoene, 
was  an  acquifition  of  lefs  fplendour  indeed,  but  of  a  far  more  folid 
advantage.  That  little  ftate  occupied  the  northern  and  mofl  fertile 
part  of  Mefopotamia,  between  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris.  EdcfTa, 
its  capital,  was  fituated  about  tNventy  miles  beyond  the  former  of 
thofc  rivers  ;  and  the  tahabiunts,  fincc  the  lime  of  Alexander,  were 
<  '  £  e  2  a  mixed 
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a  mixed  race  of  Greeks,  Arabs,  Syrians,  and  Armenians  The 
feeble  fovereigns  of  Ofrhoene,  placed  on  the  dangerous  verge  of 
two  contending  empires,  were  attached  from  inclination  to  the  Par- 
thian cauie ;  but  the  fupcrior  power  of  Rome  exaded  from  them  a 
reludant  homage,  which  is  ftill  attelled  by  their  medals.    After  the 
conclufion  of  the  Paithim  war  under  Marcust  it  was  judged  pru- 
dent to  fecure  fimie  fubflantiid  pledges  of  thor  doubtful  fidelity; 
Forts  wece  conftradlsd  in  ieveral  parts  of  the  councryt  and  a,  Roman 
garrifon  was  fixed  in  the  ftsong  town  of  Nifibis»  Daring  the  trou" 
bles  that  feUowed  the  death  of  Gommodasi  the  princes  of  Ofi-hoene 
attempted  to  Aake  off  the  yoke :  but  the  ftern  poUcy  of  Serenis 
confirmed  their  dependence^,  and  the  perfidy  of  Gaiacajla  com^. 
jUO>  st6k  pleted  the  eafy  conqueft»  Abgarus*  the  laft  king  of  Edefla,  was  fent 
.in  chuns  to  Rome»  his  dominions  .reduced  intt>  a  praidnce,and  hia 
capital  dignified  with  the  »nk  of  colony;  and  thus  the  Romans, 
about  ten  years  before  the  iidl  of  the  Parthian  monarchy,  obtained 
At  firm  and  permanent  eftablilhment  beyond,  die  Euphrates 
Artaxerxes    .   Prudence  as  well  as  glory  might  have  Jufisfied  a  war  on.  the  fide  of 
provinces  of   Avtaxerzes,  had  laft  views  been  oMifined  to  the  defisnce  or  the  acqui* 
dam  wM*^  fidon  of  a  ttlefulfiKNUtier.  But  the  ambitions  Pterfian  openly  avowed 

^  extenfi-ve  defign  of  conqueft ;  and  he  thought  himfelf  able 
A.  D.  S30.  ^  fttppcurt  his  lofty  pretcnfions  by  the  arms  of  reafim  as  well  i^  by 
thde  of  power.  Cyrus,  he  alleged,  had  firft  fubdned,  and  his  fuo* 
oeflbrs  had  for  a  long  time  poflefled,  the  whole  extent  of  Afia,  aa 
<  fiur  as  the  Propontis  and  the  JEgaean  Tea.;  the  provinces  of  Caria 
and  I<mia,  under  their  empire,  bad  been  governed  by  Perlian  fatraps^ 
and  all  Egypt,  to  the  confines  of  Ethiopia,  had  acknowledged  thoc 
{bvereignty  Their  rights  had  been  fufpended,  but  not  deftroyed, 
by  a  long  ufurpation ;  and  as  foon  as  he  received  the  Perfian  dia- 
dem, which  birth  and  fuccefsful  valour  had  placed  upon  his  head, 
the  firft  great  duty  of  his  ftation  called  upon  him  to  rcflore  the  an* 
cient  limits  and  fplendour  of  the  momudiy.  The  Great  King,  there- 

fioccy 
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fore,  (fuch  was  the  haughty  ftyle  of  his  cmhafTics  to  the  emperop 
Alexander)  commanded  the  Romans  inftantly  to  depart  from  all 
the  provinces  of  his  anceftors,  and  yielding  to  the  Pcrfians  the  em- 
pire of  Afu,  to  content  themfelves  with  the  undifturbcd  podcluon 
of  Europe.  This  haughty  mandate  ivas  delivered  by  four  hundred 
of  the  talleft  and  mofl:  beautiful  of  the  Perfians;  who,  by  their  tine 
Korfefti  fplendid  arms,  and  rich  apparel,  difplayed  the  pride  and 
greatnefil  of  their  maft^  *\  Such  aa  embaiTy  was  much  lefr  an.  offer 
of  negociation  thanra  dcclaratioii  of  war.  Both  Alesaodcr  Seventh 
and  AitaxenEMte  coUediog  the  miliary  force  of  the  Roman  and 
Perfian  monarchies  rdiblT<d  la  this>  important  conteft  to  lead  theiv 
anuiea  i»  perfon^ 

If  we  credit  what  ihould  kem  the  moft  authentic  of  all  records,  ^f*!*'^ 
tti  wation*  ffill  extant,  and  delivered  hf  the  emperor  himfelf  to  the  AiexMcbr 
fenate,  we  muft  allow  diat  the  viQory  of  Alexander  Scvctus  was  a.  d.  m'u^ 
not  infierior  to  anj  of  thofe  formerly  obtained  over  Ae  Perfians  by: 
the  Ion  of  Philip;  The  army  of  the  Great  King  confiAed  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thouiand  horfe,.  dothed  in  complete  armour 
«f  fted  s  of  lisven  hundred  elephants,  with*  towers  filled  with  ar- 
diers  on  thdr  hacks,  and  of  cSghteen  hundred  chariots^  armed  withr 
ftythes.-  Thisformtdable  hod,  the  like  of  which  is  not  to  be  found  in> 
eafiern  hiilory,  and  has  Icarcely  been  imagined  in  eaftern  romance 
was  difcomiited  in  a  great  battle,  in  which  the  Roman  Alexander  ap* 
proved  himfelf  an  intrepid  foldkr  and  a  (kilful  general.    The  Great 
King  fled  before  his  valour  ;^  an  immenfe  booty  and  the  conqiieft  of 
Kfefopotamia,  were  the  immediate  fruits  of  this  fignal  vidory.  Such 
are  the  circumftances  of  this  oftentatious  and  improbable  relation, 
dictated,  as  it  too  plainly  appears,  by  the  vanity  of  the  morwrch, 
compofcd  by  the  unblulhing  fcrvility  of  his  flaftcrers,  and  received 
without  contraditlion  by  a  diflant  and  obfequious  fenate*'.  Far 
from  being  inclined  to  believe  that  ihc  arms  of  Alexander  obtained 
fo  memorable  a  vi^ry  over  the  Pctfians,  we  are  iaduced  to  fufped, 

that  ' 
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that  all  this  blaze  of  imaginary  gloryi  vras  dcfigncd  tQ  conceal  fomc 

real  difgrace. 

More  proba-  Our  lijfpicions  nrc  confinned  by  the  authcrir;' of  a  contemporary 
hill(.iri:in,  \\!io  mcniions  the  viilues  of  Alexander  with  rcipca,  ami 
his  laino  v.  iih  candour,  llcdcfcribes  the  judicious  plan  which  had 
been  formed  for  the  oondudt  «f  the  wair.  Three  Roman  amiet 
were  deflined  to  invade  Perlia  at  the  faaae  time,  and  by  different 
jx»ds.  But  the  0|>etattooa  of  the  campaign,  though  wifely  coik 
certed,  vrere  not  executed  either  with  ability  or  fuoceft.  The  firft 
iof  thefis  armiea,  as  foon  ai  it  had  Altered  the  oiarihy  plaint  of  Ba- 
hylon,  towards  the  artifidal  conflux  of  the  Euphrates  and  the 
Tigris  *%  was  encompafled  by  the  fuperior  numbersi  and  deOroyed 
by  the  arrows  of  the  enemy.  The  alliance  of  Cbofix>es  of 
Armenia**,  and  the  long  tradk  of  mountainous  country,  in  which, 
the  Perfian  cavalry  was  of  little  icrvioe,  opened  a  fecure  entrance 
into  theheart  of  Media,  to  the  ieeood  of  the  Roman  asmies;  Thetc 
brave  troops  laid  waAe  the  a^acent  forovinoes,  and  by  fevtnl  fjacoeBH 
ful  arsons  againft  Artaxerxes,  fave  a  fiiint  colour  to  the  emp^r*^ 
vanity.  But  the  retreat  of  this  vidorious  army  was  imprudenift 
or  atlbaft  unfortunate.  In  repaiSng  the  mountains,  great  luunbera 
of  IbUiers  perilhcd  by  the  badneli  of  the  roads  and.  the  ^vari^ 
of  tlhe  winter  tetSKU  It  had  been  reiblved,  that  whilft  tbeic  twa 
gitat  detachments  penetrated  into  the  oppofite  extremes  of  the  Per** 
fian  dominions,  the  mam  body,  under  the  command  of  Alezandec 
himfelf,  ftonld  lupport  thcfar  attack,  by  invading  the  center  of  the 
Idngdonu  But  the  nnexpenenoed  youth,  influenced  by  his  .mother's 
counfek,  and  perhaps  by  his  own  fears,  dcfertcd  the  bravcft  troops 
and*  the  fair^  profpe^  of  victory ;  and  after  confuming  in  Meib* 
potanua  an  inaOive  and  higlorious  iummer,  he  led  back  to  Antioch 
an  army  diimw*^^  by  fidcnefs,  and  provoked  by  di&ppointme^t* 
The  behaviour  of  Artaanses  had  been  very  different.  Flying  with 
rapidity  from  the  hills  of  Media  to  the  maiflies  of  the  JEttphmes, 

he 
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he  had  every  where  oppofed  the  invaders  in  pcrfon ;  and  in  cither 
fortune,  had  united  with  the  ableft  condudl  tbe  mofl  undaunted 
refoluttoo.  '  But  in  feveral  obftinaie  cogngcmcnts  againd  the  vete- 
ran  kgiam  of  Rome,  the  Pcrfian  monarch  had  lod  the  flower  of  bis 
troops.  Even  hi*  vidories  had  weakened  his  power.  The  favour- 
able opportunities  of  the  abfcnce  of  Alexander,  and  of  the  confu- 
fions  that  followed  that  emperor's  death,  prefented  themfelvcs  m 
vain  to  his  ambition.  Inftead  of  expelling  the  Romans,  as  he  pre- 
tended, from  the  continent  of  Afia,  he  found  hsmllif  unable  lO 
wreft  from  their  hands  the  little  province  of  Melopotamia 

The  reign  of  Artaxcrxes,  which  from  the  laft  defeat  of  the  Par-  C!nraaer»nd 
thians  lafted  only  fourteen  years,  forms  a  memorable  a'ra  in  the  Artaxcuci. 
hillory  of  the  Eaft  and  even  in  that  of  Rome.    His  cliaradcr  Iccma  ** 
to  have  been  marked  by  thofe  bold  and  commanding  features,  lha.t 
generally  diflinguiih  the  princes  who  conquer,  from  thofe  who 
idMiilr  m  tmpiK*  TSU  the  laft  period  of  the  Perfian  monarchy, 
Ua  code  of  laws  was  tefyeSbed  aa  the  groaml-work  of  their  ctvil  and 
veligious  policy      Several  of  Ids  fayings  are  preferved.   One  of 
ihem  in  partieidar  discovers  a  deep  iofight  into  the  conftitution  of 
i;oven»ieDi^  **  The  authority  of  the  prince,"  fatd  Artaaeerxes,  **  muft 
'^.-be  defiended  bjr  a  iniUtary  £og«t  ^  that  force  can  ooljf  be  main* 

tained  by  taxes ;     taxes  auft^  at  laft,  iail  upon  agriculture ;  and 

agrioalture  caa  never  flonriih  except  under  the  proiedion  of 
'*  jufiice  and  moderation  Artaxerxes  bequeathed  his  new  em- 
pire, and  his  aaabitious  defigns  againft  the  Romans,  to  Sapor^  a  ion 
net  unwovifay  of  his  great  father;  but  thofe  defigns  were  too 
extenfive  for  the  power  of  Perfia,  and  ferved  only  to  involve  both 
nations  in  a  long  fcries  of  deftruOive  wars  and  reciprocal  Calamities. 

The  Perfians,  long  fince  civilized  and  oomiptsd,  were  very  far  M  iiury 
from  pofTeffing  the  martial  independence,  and  the  intrepid  ■hardi<*  pSSlif** 
ncfe,.  both  of  mind  and  body,  which  have  rendered  the  northern 
barbarians  mafters  of  the  world.    The  fcience  of  war,  that  con*  •  • 
Aituted  the  moze  rational  force  of  Greece  and  Borne,  as  it  now  does 
8  of 
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of  Furopc,  never  made  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  £aft<  Thofc 
difciplined  evolutions  which  harmonize  and  aoimate  a  oonfufed 
multitude,  were  unknown  to  the  Pcrfians.  The^  were  equally  uu- 
fkillcd  in  the  arts  of  condru^ng*  JjeHegingt  or  defending  regular 
fortifications.  They  trufted  more  to  their  numbers  than  to  their 
Their  iorap-  eourat^e  ;  morc  to  their  courage  than  to  their  difcipline.  The  infantry 
jbicb  was  a  half-arm C'J  fpiritlefs  crowd  of  pcafants,  levied  in  hafte  by  the 

allurements  of  plunder*  .and  as  cafily  difperfed  by  a  viclory  as  bj  a- 
defeat.  The  monarch  and  his  nobles  tranfported  into  the  iBun^ 
the  pride  and  luxury  of  the  feraglio.  Their  military  operations 
were  impeded  by  a  ufelefs  train  of  women,  eunuchs,  horfes,  and  ca- 
mels, and  in  the  midfl  of  a  fucccfsful  campaign,  the  Perfian  holi^ 
was  often  fcparated  or  deftroyed  by  an  unexpedled  famine 
Theirnvaky  13ut  the  nobles  of  Perfia,  In  the  bofom  of  luxury  and  dcfpotifm^ 
prefcrvcd  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  perianal  gallantry  and  national  honour. 
From  the  age  of  (even  years  they  were  taught  lo  Ijpcak  truth,  to 
flioot  with  the  bow,  and  to  ride ;  aud  it  was  univerfally  confefTed, 
that  in  the  two  laft  of  thcie  arts,  they  had  made  a  more  than  com- 
mon proficiency  Tfic  inoft  diftlnguiHicd  youth  were  educated 
under  the  monarch's  eye,  praclifed  their  excrcifcs  in  the  gate  of  his 
palace,  and  were  Icvcrely  trained  up  to  the  habits  of  temperance  and 
obedience,  in  their  long  and  laborious  parties  of  hunting.  In 
every  province,  the  fatrap  maintained  a  like  fchool  of  military 
virtue.  The  Perfian  nobles  (fo  natural  is  the  idea  of  feudal  tenures)- 
received  from  the  king's  bounty  lands  and  houfcs,  on  the  condition 
of  their  fcrvicc  in  war.  They  were  ready  on  the  firft  fummons  to 
mount  on  horfeback,  with  a  martial  and  fplendid  train  of  follow- 
ers, and  to  join  the  numerous  bodies  of  guards,  who  were  care- 
fully feleded  from  among  the  moft  robull  flaves,  and  the  bravefl  ad- 
venturers of  Afia.  Thelc  armies,  both  ot  light  and  of  heavy  cavalry, 
equally  formidable  by  the  impctuofuy  of  their  charge,  and  the 
rapidity  of  their  motions,  threatened,  as  an  impending  cloud»  the 
CsJXcm  provinces  of  the  .declining  empire  of  R.omc  *\ 
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CHAP.  IK, 

77>e  State  9/  Germany  till  the  mvafion  of  the  Barkari^af  y 
in  tie  Tune  af  the  E^nperor  Deciui, 

THE  govcnment  anil  rdigkiii  of  Pe^  l^»e  ^efervecl  ,ibfm 
mtS^^um  ikax  wwtri/m  widi  die  ^cdioe  aod  fiiU  gf  .tlje 
Eonn  cmpwe.  We  QmII  oowfioiwHy  meptixm  the  &3rihi||fk»  ^ 
SiaiulkB  tribes*  .tint  irith  lilifir  mbu  iipd  |M«ft^>  Ihcir  fipoka  4t4 
heidt,  their  wivee  and  fewtlwit  jiviiiidecod  over  dje  ioun^ie  jpbiiit 
ivhieh  fpeead  tlNinjelfet  Im  tbeCi^iaiite  to  the  Vi&iU,  fraw 
tbe  coafiacp  -of  JPerfia  |o  Ihfffis.^  .Qf  cmany.  Bipt  jAe  wvrlilBe  Oer- 
nana*  wlw>  -firft  ifffi^ll^t  .iinaded,  an^  Jit  ki^th  overtufipe^ 
Ihe  tveftcm  nonardiy  of  .Ropuv  wUl  oraiey  a  ;iniKh  none 
fonaoK  ptaee  ia  tUa  Jafterf,  a»d  poM  a  fimger*  aodf  lf  pe  m»9 
«&  the  eRpreffioB,  a  more  dome^c  4aia  to  fifir  attention  ap4 
xcgaid.  The  auft  civilised  aatioaa  of  modern  Europe  iiTued  froqi 
«Qoia«f  Germany,  4nd  in  the  rude  ioAiuitions  of  thoie|)»ct^ 
riaos,  we  may  ftill  diftioguifli  the  original  principles  of  our  pre- 
ient  laws  and  manners.  In  their  primitive  lUte  of  fimplici^  and 
indepeadence)  the  Germans  were  furvcyed  by  the  difcerning  eye, 
ai^d  delineated  by  the  mafterly  pencil  of  Tacitus,  the  firft  of  hif- 
torians  who  applied  the  fcience  of  philofophy  to  the  ftudy  of  facts. 
In  his  incomparable  treatife,  which  contains,  perhaps,  more  ideas 
than  words,  he  has  comprehended  a  defcription  of  the  GermaA 
manners,  that  has  formerly  exercifed  the  diligence  of  innumerable 
Antiquarians,  and  employed  the  genius  and  penetration  of  the  pbilo- 
ibpbic  hiftorians  of  our  own  times.  The  fubje£l,  however  various 
aad  imporuad  hat  already        ■£> .  frequeBtly«  ib  ably>  and  ip 
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fuccefsfully  difcufled,  that  U  is  now  grown  familiar  to  the  reader* 
and  difficult  to  the  writer.  We  fhall  therefore  content  ourfelves 
with  obferving,  and  indeed  with  repeating,  fome  of  the  moft  im- 
portant circumflances  of  climate,  of  manners,  and  of  inftitntions, 
which  rendered  the  wild  barbarians  of  Gerinanyi  fuch  formidable 
enemies  to  the  Roman  power. 

Exieatof  Ancient  Germany,  excluding  frorti  its  independent  limits  the  pro- 
vmce  wcftward  of  the  Rhine,  which  had  lubmittcd  to  ihe  Roman  yoke, 
extended  itfelf  over  a  third  part  of  Europe.  Almoft  the  whole  of  mo- 
dern Germany,  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland,  Livonia,  Prufha, 
and  the  greater  part  of  Poland,  were  peopled  by  the  various  tribes  of 
one  great  nation,  whofe  complexion,  manners,  and  language,  denoted 
a  common  origin,  and  prcfcrved  a  flriking  refemblance.  On  the 
weft,  ancient  Germany  was  divided  by  the  Rhine  from  the  Gallic, 
and  on  the  fouth,  by  the  Danube,  from  the  Illyrian  provinces  of 
the  empire.  A  ridge  of  hills,  rifing  from  the  Danube,  and  called 
the  Carpathian  Mountains,  covered  Germany  on  the  fule  of  Dacia 
or  Hungary.  The  eaftern  frontier  was  faintly  marked  by  the  mu- 
tual fears  of  the  Germans  and  the  Sarmatians,  and  was  (^ten  coa- 
founded  by  the  mixttire  of  warring  and  confederatiag  Q^es  of  tiie 
two  nations.  In  the  remote  darkoefs  of  the  north,  the  andeats  ivof 
perfeQIy  defirried  a  fisoawn  ocean  that  lay  beyond  the  Baltic  Sea* 
and  beyond  the  f^nkifiilat  or  iflandt '  of  Scandinavia. 

esmrntk  Some ingenioiM  writer**,  have  fuTpe^led  that  Europe  was  much 
colder  formerly  than  k  is  at  prefenti  and  tiie  moft  'ancienc  deicnp-* 
tions  of  the  climate  of  Germany  tend  exceedingly  t»  eonficm  their 
theory.  The  general  complaints  of  intenfefioft*  and  eternal  winter* 
are  perhaps  little  to  be  regapded,  fince  we  have  no  method-.-of  re- 
ducing to  the  accurate  fiandardof  the  th^rmometsv,  .the  feelings»  oe , 
the  expreffiens,  of  an  orator,  bora  in  the  happier  regions  of  Greece 
or  Afia.  But  I  fiisll  feledk  two  Arong  and  incenteftible  prooft  of  a 
kla  equivocal  nature,    i.  The  great  riven  Whicb  covered  th« 
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Roman  provinces,  the  Rhine  and  die  Danube,  were  frequently  frozen 
over,  and  capable  of  fupporting  the  mod  enormous  weights.  The 
barbarians,  who  often  ciiofe  that  fevcre  feafon  for  their  inroads, 
Uanfportcd,  without  apprchenfion  or  danger,  their  numerous 
armies,  their  cavalry,  and  their  heavy  waggons,  over  a  vaft  and 
folid  bridge  of  ice  '.  Modern  ages  have  not  prefcntcd  an  inflance  of 
a  like  phenomenon.  2.  The  rein  deer,  that  ufcful  animal,  from 
whom  the  favage  of  the  North  derives  the  bed  comforts  of  his 
dreary  life,  is  of  a  conftituiion  that  fupporls,  and  even  requires, 
the  moft  intenfe  cold.  He  is  found  on  the  rock  of  Spitzberg,  within 
ten  degrees  of  the  pole ;  he  feems  to  delight  in  the  fnows  of  Lapland 
^od  Siberia ;  but  at  prefcnt  he  cannot  fubfiil,  much  lefs  multiply, 
in  any  country,  to  the  South  of  the  Baltic  *,  In  the  time  of  Ca^rt 
the  rein  deer>  as  well  as  the  ellc,  and  the  wild  buUt  wm>  a  native 
of  the  Hercynian  ftrefti  which  dien  overlhadowed  a  great  part 
of  Germanx  md  Poland TJxt  modem  improvements  fuffidentlj 
explain  the  cxaCft  of  the  dimunidon ;  of  the  cold.  Thefe  immenie 
woods  liave  been  gradually  cleared^  which  intercepted  fiom  tluL 
earth  the  rays  of  the  fun  *.  .  The  moralTes  have  been  drained*  and, 
in  proportion  as  the  foil  has  been,  cultivated^  the  aur  has  become 
more  temperate.  Canada,'  at  dils  day,  is  an  exaft  )>i£faire  of  an- 
cient Germany.  Although  fitnated  in-  the  fiune  parallel  with  the 
fined  provinces  of  France  and  England,  that  country  experiences 
the  moft  rigorous  col4*  The  rein  deer  are  very  numeroiis«  the 
ground  is  covered  with  deep'  and  laftmg  fnow>  aiid  the  great  river 
of  St.  Lawrence  is  regnlaily  fiozien,  in  a  (ealbnt  when  the  waters 
of  the  &ine  and  the  Thames  are  perfedly  free  from  ice '. 
•  It  is  difficult  10  alcertain,  and  eafy  to  exaggerate*  the  influence  of  hMM»em 
the  dimate  of  aodent  Germany  over  the  minds  and  bodies  of  the 
natives.  Many  writers  have  fuppo(ed,  and  moft  have  aUbwed» 
though,  aa  it  ihould  ieem,  without  any  adequate  proof,  tliat  the 
rigorous  cold  of  the  North  was  favourable  to  long  life  and  genera* 
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tivc  vigour,  that  the  women  were  moie  fruitful,  and  the  human 
fpecics  more  prolific,  than  in  warmer  or  more  temperate  climates  *^ 
We  may  ufrert*  with  greater  coiifidchcc,  that  the  keen  arr  of  Ger- 
many formed  the  large  and  mafcuTIne  limbs  of  tlie  natives^  what 
werct  in  general,  of  k  more  I6fFy  Hcdore  fhaoi  Ae  people  «f  tflitf 
Sbuth  *,  gave  then  s  lufd  of  llrength  better  adapCtf  to  llelefit  at" 
ertloD8^  than  ta.  pMSent  lAoot,  and  Idpired  tben  witfr  coiiffitu-* 
tional  braveryi  wfaicb  k  tilie  refiik  <)f  nervea  ^ritt«  The 
ftverity  of  a  winter  tampaign,  that  dillled  die  courage  <^  the 
ftolnan  troofw,-  was  icarcelf  fek  bf  thde  httdjr  chHdcen«  of  the 
North  '%  Who,  in  their  torn,  tpt^  Unable  to  refift  the  fomnMa  h«ats», 
and  dtffolvedMlcaj  hi:  languor  and  fiehneft.  under  Ae  beadw  of  a» 
Italian  finr  - 

^    Thtte  is  not  any  wheve upon- the  gibbet  ft  liHge  tnA  o^ oowitrf„ 
which  we  have  difcovered  deftitute  of  inhrintants,  or  whofe  firft 

jfopulation  can  be  fixed,  with  any  degree  of  hi{k>rical  cetiainty*. 
And  yeti  as  the  mofV  pfailofophic  nnndB  can  iisldotn  refrain  from  in- 
vcftigating  the  infancy  of  great  nations,  otw  curioiky  confumes  itfelf 
ih  toilfome  and  difappointed  efforts.  When  Tacitus  confidered  the- 
purity  of  t!>c  German  Wood,  and  the  forbidding  afpe^  of  this  country, 
he  was  difpofcd  to  pronounce  thofe  barbarians  or  Natives  of 

the  fiiil.  We  may  allow  with  fafcty,  and  perhaps  with  truth, 
that  ancient  Germany  was  not  originally  peopled  by  any  foreign- 
colonies,  already  formed  into  a  political  foctety  but  that  the  lume: 
and  nation  received  their  exigence  from  the  gradual  union  of  fimM; 
vrandering  favages  of  the  Hercynian  woods.  To  aflfert  thofe  fft- 
▼ages  to  have  baei^  the  fjxxitaaiBmtt  prodmgtion  of  the  earth  whidk 
they  inhabieedi  woidd  be  aiConctttficili>  eoBdcmned  by  oeligion,  and 
imwanranted  by  reafitn-.. 

Sttch  rational  dbubt  ia  hot  ill  iiiiled  with  the  gensna  of  pepuUr 
vanity.  Among  the  nations  who  htveadoptcd  the  Mo&ic  hiOory  of 
the  worid,  thearkof  NaAhhasfaeeaof  the  iame  ofci  as  was  formerly^ 
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to  the  Greeks  and  Romang  the  fiegc  at'  Troy.  On  a  narrow  hsftti 
of  acknowledged  truth,  an  immcnic  hut  rude  fupcrftruclurc  of  fable 
has  been  eredled ;  an^  the  wiKI  rrifliman  as  well  as  the  wHd 
Tartar  '*,  could  point  out  the  individual  Ion  of  Japh^t,  from  whofe 
loins  his  ancedors  were  lineally  defccnded.  The  lafl  century 
abounded  wifb  antk}uariaQ&  of  profound  learning  and  eafy  faith^ 
who,  by  the  dim  light  of  legends  and  traditkme,  of  coirje&ure» 
and  etymologies,  led  tfit  gttd^gnmidiMrm  of  Hoth  from  llie 
Towor  of  Babel  to  tke  exireailtio*  of  globe.  Of  ghefe  jodiciottfr 
tritics»  one  of  di«  moft  eBtertuaiag  was  (Haw  Rttdbeek,  proftioir 
k  the  iwiifcffitf  of  Upftt  Wbateyer  is  eeldmted  ekfaer  in  bML 
Ipff  or  fahki  thk  «aIot»  pfttrbl  afenbes  ta  ki»  tamxtf.  Wimb 
Swedta  (irhkbftnMd  lb  oonfictenble  m  ptn  of  Mcieat  Oermaa]^ 
tlio  Gf«ek»  tbettfelvM  Jerived  thdr  alptebeiteaE  cbavMAeMf  tft^ 
oftronomjt  Md  tbetr  rdagioii*  Of  th«t  ddghtful  regioa  (for  hdk 
k  appcoMd  t»  tbtf  cye»of  m  oadv^  the  Adiadt  of  flitio^  tbe-eoan* 
try  of  the  HyparboMMity  gardens  of  the  Hefperides,  the  For* 
tBMie  filud»t  •Ad  even  the  Blyftan  Field$>  were  all  iMit  faint  «ul 
imparftft  tMn&ript».  A  clime  fo  profufely  favoured  by  Nature, 
oooM  not  long  remam  defert  after  th«  flood*  The  learned  Rudbecl; 
allowa  the  lamilj  of  Noah  a  few  years  to  multiply  from  eight  tO' 
about  twenty  thoufand  perfons.  He  thea  diiperfbs  them  into  fmall 
colonies  to  replenilh  the  earth,  and  to  propagate  the  human  fpecies. 
The  German  or  Swediih  detachment  (which  marched,  if  I  am  not 
mlftaken,  under  the  command  of  Afkenaz  the  fon  of  Gome r,  the 
fon  of'Japhet)  diRinguifticd  itfclf  by  a  more  than  common  dili- 
gence in  the  profccution  of  this  great  work.  The  northern  hive 
caft  its  fwarms  over  the  grcatcft  part  of  Europe,  Africa,  and  Afia; 
and  (to  ufc  the  author's  metaphor)  the  blood  circulated  back  from: 
the  extremities  to  the  heart. 

But  all  this  well-laboured  fyftem  of  German  antiquities  is  anni-  TheGenMn*. 
•  hilated  by  a  fingle  fa^,  too  well  aitcikd  to  admit  of  any  doubt,  ie"(^' 
8  and 
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and  of  too  decifivc  a  nature  to  leave  room  for  anv  reply.    The  Ger- 
inans>  in  the  age  of  Taciius,  were  unactjualnted  with  the  ule  of  let- 
ters '*  i  and  the  ufc  of  letters  is  the  principal  circumftance  that  dilliii- 
gui(hcs  a  civilized  people  from  a  herd  of  favages  incapable  of  know- 
ledge or  refledion.    Without  that  artificial  help,  the  human  me- 
mory foon  diflipates  or  corrupts  the  ideas  intrufted  to  her  charge  ; 
and  the  nobler  faculties  of  the  mind,  no  longer  fupplied  with  mo- 
dels or  with  materials)  gradually  forget  their  powers :  the  judge- 
ment becomes  feeble  and  lethargic,  the  imaginatioii  languid  or  irre- 
gular.  Fully  to  apprehend  this  important  .truth,  let  us  attempt,  in 
an  improved  Sbaetj,  to  calculate  the  immenie  diftance  between  the 
manof  learoiog  and  the  iterate  peafant   The  ibnner*  by  reading 
and  reflexion,  multiplies  his  cnjrn  experienccb  and  lives  in  diftant 
«ges  and  remote  countries ;  whilft  the  Utter,  rooted  to  a  (ingle  fpoi, 
and  confined  to  a  few  years  of  exiftence,  furpafles,  but  very  little^ 
Jiis  feUow^labonrer  the  ok  in  .the.  exerdfe  of  his.  mental  Acuities. 
The  .  fame,  Knd  even  a  greater* -diflfecenc^e  will  be  Ibund  between 
nations  than'  between  individuals;  and  we  may  lalUy  preiiounoe^ 
.  that  without  lpme  fpedes  of  writing,  no  pet^le  haa  ever  .piderved 
the  fiiithful  annals  of  tljeir  hiftory,  ever  made  any  ccMdiderable  pro* 
greft  in  the  abArad  feiences,  or  ever  poflefled,  in  any  tolelable  de- 
gree of  perfedion,  the  ufeful  an4  agreeable  ^rts  of  lifew 
Of  im  tnd       Of  thefe  arts,  the  ancient ,  Germans  were  wretchedly  deftitute. 
^rteuiHue.    j,^^  j-^    ^       ^  ignoTauce  and  poverty,  which  it 

has  pleafed  fome  dedaimers  to  dignify  with  the  a|^lation  of  viiw 
tuous  fimplicity.  Modern  Gerniany  is  faid  to  contain  about  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  walled  towns/'.  In  a  much  wider  extent 
of  country,  the  geographer  Ptolemy  could  difcovcr  no  more  than 
ninety  places,  which  he  decorates  with  the  name  of  cities  " ;  though, 
according  to  our  ideas,  they  would  but  ill  defervc  that  fplendid 
title.  Wc  can  only  fuppole  ihem  to  have  been  rude  fortifications, 
conftruded  in  the  center  of  the  woods,  and  defigned  to  fecure  the 
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women,  children,  and  cattle,  whilft  the  warriors  of  tjie  tribe  marched 
out  to  repel  a  fudden  invafion  But  Tacitus  afTcrts,  as  a  well 
known  faft,  that  the  Germans,  in  his  time,  had  no  cities";  and 
that  they  affected  to  defpifc  the  works  of  Roman  induftry,  as  a 
places  of  confinement  rather  than  of  fccurity  Their  edifices  were 
not  even  contiguous*  or  formed  into  regular  villages  "  ;  each  bar- 
barian fixed  his  independent  dwelling  on  the  fpot  to  which  a  plain, 
a  wood,  or  a  ftream  c£  freih  water,  had  induced  him  to  give  the  pie* 
ferenee.  Ndther  Ibooe,  nor  brick*  nor  tiles,  were  employed  in  theft 
flight  habitatiooa".  They  were  indeed  no  more  than  low  huu  of 
a  circular  figure,  built  of  rough  timber,  thatched  with  ftraw,  and 
pierced  at  the  topi'  to  leave  a  free  paflage  for  the  fmoke.  In  the 
moft  indement  winter,  the  hardy  German  was  iatisfied  with  a  icanty 
garment  made  of  the  flun  of  Ibme  animal.  The  nations  who  dwelt 
towards  the  Nordi,  dothed  themfeWes  in  furs  s  and  the  women  ma- 
nufadured  for  their  own  ufe  a  coarie  kind  of  linen  *\  The  game 
of  various  forts,  with  which  the  forcfts  of  Germany  were  plenti- 
fully flocked,  fupplied  its  inhabitants  with  food  and  exerclfe*'* 
Their  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  lefs  remarkable  indeed  for  their 
beauty  than  for  their  utility  formed  the  principal  object  of  their 
wealth.  A  fmall  quantity  of  corn,  was  the  only  produce  exa^ed 
from  the  earth :  artificial  meadows  and  orchards  were  unknown  to 
the  Germans ;  nor  can  we  cxpccft  any.  improvements  in  agriculture 
from  a  people,  whofc  property  every  year  experienced  a  general 
change  by  a  new  divifion  of  the  arable  lands,  and  who,  in  that  ftrange 
operation,  avoided  difputes,  by  fulFering  a  great  part  of  their  terri- 
tory to  lie  wafte  and  without  tillage  *^ 

Gold,  filver,  and  iron,  were  extremdy  fcarce  in  Germany.   Its  ndflTAtift 
barbarous  inhabitants  wanted  both  fluU  and  pathsce  to  inveffigate  ^'""^ 
thole  xidi  veins  of  filver,  which  have  fo  liberally  rewarded  the  at* 
tention  of  the  princes  of  Brunfwick  and  Saxony.  Sweden,  Which 
now  fuppUes  Europe  with  iron,  was  equally  ignorant  of  its  own 
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riches ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  arms  of  the  Germans,  fiirniflicd 
a  fufficicnt  proof  how  httle  iron  they  were  able  to  beftow  on  what 
they  muft  have  deemed  the  noblcft  ufe  of  that  metal.  The  various 
tranfadtions  of  peace  and  war,  had  introduced  lome  Roman  coins 
(chiefly  filver)  among  the  borderers  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube; 
but  the  more  diftant  tribes  were  abfolutely  unacquainted  with  the 
ufe  of  money,  carried  on  their  conlincd  trafhc  by  the  exchange  of 
commodities,  and  prized  their  rude  earthen  vcflcls  as  of  equal  value 
with  the  filver  vafes,  the  prefents  of  Rome  to  their  princes  and  am- 
bafladors  **.  To  a  mind  capable  of  reflexion,  fuch  leading  fadls 
convey  more  inflrudion,  than  a  tedious  detail  of  fubordiuate  circum- 
ftanccs.  The  value  of  money  has  been  fettled  by  general  confent 
to  cxprefs  our  wants  and  our  property ;  as  letters  were  invented 
to  exprefs  our  ideas ;  and  both  thefe  inftitutioBfi,  by  gtviog  a  more 
■Wvc  energy  to  the  powsrt  mi  fdSoM  of  htiiDtn  nature,  have 
MiitrilMR«d  t»  Diaiiiply  tke  objedt  they  irate  defigned  tOMprefenc. 
The  ufe  tif  goM  and  fi]««r<«  ia  «  grcM  meafore  laAitbat ;  hot  it 
woaki  %tf  impqffiMfrto  MUintite  Ihe  impmlwt  and  vmat  fervices 
InASch  agriculture,  and-rfl  llie-«m«  have  received  from  noot  ivliefi 
teinpcitd  -and  ■ftfliiattcd.  by  the  operatkm  of  &e,  and  the  dcxCerotra 
band  of  man.  Bdoeey,  ia  «  word,  it  the  moft  iiniverial  iadicment, 
iron  Hbt  walk  pewerM  inftniment  of  hotMn  indaftrj  $  and  it  is 
TerydifBcttltto  tonceiTc  hj  what  meain  -a  people,  neither  adoated 
bytheoiie«'ttor  Ibeoiided  hy  theoAert  ooold  emeige  ftoin  the  groflSdft 
htrhnifin  **. 

If  we  contemplate  a  favage  nation  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  a 
fopine  indolence  and  a  carelefihefs  of  futurity  witt  be  ibund  to  con- 
fiitute  their  general  grader.  In  a  dvilized  Aate,  every  faculty 
of  nan  it  expanded  and  exerdied ;  and  the  great  chain  of  ,  mutual 
depeofience  conneftt  and  embracet  the  fevend  membert  of  ibciety* 
The  mdft  nunKnnit  portion  of  it  it  employed  in  cooilant  and  u&fiil 
labour*  Tbe  Hekft  hw,  -placed  by  fortune  above  that  neoeffity, 

can^ 


digitized  by 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


can,  however,  fill  up  their  time  by  the  purfuils  of  intereft  or  glory, 
by  the  improvement  of  their  eftatc  or  of  their  undcrftanding,  by 
the  duties,  the  pleafures,  and  even  the  follies  of  focial  life.  The 
Germans  were  not  poireHcd  of  thefe  varied  refourccs.  The  care  of 
the  houfe  and  family,  the  management  of  the  land  and  cattle,  were 
delegated  to  the  old  and  the  infirm,  to  women  and  flaves.  The 
lazy  warrior,  deftitute  of  every  art  that  might  employ  his  leifurc 
hours,  confumetl  his  days  and  nights  in  the  animal  gratifications  of 
lleep  and  food.  And  yet,  by  a  wonderful  diverfity  of  Nature,  (ac- 
cording to  the  remark  of  a  writer  who  had  pierced  into  its  darkeft 
recefles)  the  fame  barbarians  are  by  turns  the  mod  indolent  and  the 
moft  rcftlefs  of  mankind.  They  delight  in  floth,  ihcy  deleft  tran- 
quillity The  languid  foul,  opprefTed  with  its  own  weight,  anxi- 
oufly  required  Some  new  and  powofiil  ftn&tioik ;  and  war  and  dan- 
ger wef e  tbe  6aSj  aninfrmmti  adequate  to  its  fierce  temper.  The 
fiNUMl  that  fommoned  the  German  to  arms  was  giatefiil  to  hit  ear. 
It  fooied  lum  from  lut  unoonfntable.  lethargy,  gave  him  an  aS&vt 
patCvkt  and*  fay  ftrong  exeiciie  of  the  hodj^and  violent  emotitMis  oi 
the  nund,  reflored  him  to  a  mote  lively  fisnle  of  hit  exiAenoe;  In 
die  dull  intervals  c£  peace,  diefe  baibarians  were  immodeiately  ad- 
diAed  to  deep  ganung  and  ezceffive  drinU^g;  both  of  vdiidi,  by 
different  meani«  the  one.  by  inflaming  thdr  paffions*  the  other  hf 
gKtingU!<hlng  their  xeaiijn,  alike  relieved  than  from  the  pain  of 
thinking*  They  gloried  in  paffingvffaoledaji  and  nights  at  table; 
andthe  Uoodof  iiiends  and  rdations  often  ftained  their  numeroos 
and  drunken  aflemfalies  Their  debts  of  honour  (for  ia  that  light 
diey  have  traofinitted  to  us  thofe  of  play)  they  difcharged  with 
the  moft  romantic  fidelity.  The  defperate  gamefter,  who  had  ftaked 
his  peifi>n  and  liberty  on  a  laft  throw  of  the  dice,  patiently  fubmiited 
to  the  decifion  of  fbrtune«  and  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  bound,  chaf- 
tifisd,  and  fold  into  remote  flavery,  by  his  weaker  but  more  lucky 
antagonift'*.  '  .  . 
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Theiruftefor     Stronc;  beer,  a  liquor  extraded  with  very  little  art  from  wheat  or 
barley,  and  corrupted  (as  it  is  ftrongly  cxprefled  by  Tacitus)  into  a 
certain  feniblance  of  wine,  was  fnfficient  for  the  grofs  purpofes  of 
German  debauchery.    But  thofe  who  had  tafted  the  rich  wines  of 
Italy,  and  afterwards  of  Gaul,  fighed  for  that  more  delicious  fpecies 
of  intoxication.    They  attempted  not,  however,  (as  has  fince  been 
executed  witli  fo  much  fuccefs)  to  naturalife  the  vine  on  the  banks- 
of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  ;  nor  did  they  endeavour  to  procure 
by  induAry    the  materials  of  an  advantageous  commerce.  To' 
iblicit  by  labour  what  might  be  ravilhed  by  arm»,  wafr  efteemed  un- 
worthy of  the  German,  fpirib"..  The  iatemperaie  thisftitf  ftrong 
iiquors,  oflen  urged  die  Iturbemiit  to-mvade  the^Tinoeaon  which^ 
art  or  mtuie  had  beftowed^  tlnle-  niiach-  envied'  prefeatfe  The* 
Ttt&an  ivlio-  betwyed-  Ina  ooantly  to  the  Odtic  naturnt*  attniAed> 
tfaem  into  Italy  by  the  ^stcfyeSt  of  the  lioii  firQita  and-  delideos. 
wioesr  the  pioduAiiDQt  of  m  hafipier  cfinate'*.  And  in  die  £une 
aunoer  the  Gennan.  auiSiafica»  inviied-  imo  Fianoe  during,  the 
eiinl  «ai»  of  the  fiirtmifh-  eentnrxr.  were  alluied  by  the  pro* 
mife  of  pfontaoui  qpaiton  in  the  pnmnoea-of  Ghampegno-and  Bor^ 
gundy    DrunhenaeC^die  moftilltbeial,  bntnot  the  moft  dangccoai  • 
^  MfT  vioesi  had  soiicrin  a  lela  dvifiaedibteof  inankind^^xxa^ 
fion  a  battloi  ?twart  or  n-fcvplutioai 
sr.tt  rfpopo.     The  climaae  of  aocient  Germany,  haa  been  moUified;  and  the  finl^ 
fertilized,  by  the  liboor  of  ten  oenturica  lnaa  the  dme  of  Chaile^' 
magne.   The  fiime  extent  of  ground  wbidi  atprefent  maintnnst  ia> 
cafe  and  plenty,  a  million  of  huibandmen  aad  artificert,.  waa  un«« 
aUe  to  fupply  an  hundred  thouiand  lazy  warriors  with  the  fimple 
aeceflkriet  of  life  'V  The  Germans  abandoned  their  immenfe  forcfta 
to  the  ezercife  of  hunting,  employed  in  pafturage  the  moft  confider-* 
able  part  of  their  lands,  beftowed  on  the  fmall  remainder  a  rude 
and  carelef*  cultivation,  and  then  accufed  the  fcantinefs  and  ilerility 
of  a  country  that  cefuled  to  maintain  the  multitude  of  it»  inhabi- 
'  5  tanta. 
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tants.    When  the  return  of  famine  feverely  admomnicd  them  of  tht 
importance  of  the  arts,  the  national  diftrefs  was  fonaetiracs  allevi- 
ated by  the  emigration  of  a  third,  perhaps,  or  a  fourth  part  of  their 
jrouth  *\    1  he  poflcfFion  and  the  enjoyment  of  property,  are  the 
pledges  which  bind  a  civilized  people  to  an  unproved  country.  But 
the  Germans,  who  carried  with  them  what  ihcy  mod  valued,  their 
anns,  their  cattle*  and  their  women,  cheerfully  abandoned  the  vaft. 
iilenee  of  ihdr  wood*  for  the  UDbauHded  hopes  of  plimder  aad  eoa> 
qncft.  The  innnnierable  fwannt  that  affueda  or  fimned  to  iflbct 
iroia  the  great  floidioiiie  of  nadont,  were  aiuiti^cd  hf  the  hm 
of  the  «iiiquilhed»  and  hf  the  credulity  of  fiMoeeding  agei.  And 
from  fads  thus  ezaggenited«  an  opinion  was  gradtully  eflablUhedy 
and  has  been  fiipportcd  by  wrhera  of  diftingiiiflied  repiitatiott,  that» 
in  the  age  of  Gaeftr  and  Tadtiia»  the  inh^tanii  of  the  Nbrdi  were 
hf  more  numeroiia  than  tfiey  ate  hi  our  dayt'*.  A  moie  ierione 
uMfaiiy  into  ihe  caidb  of  populatkm*  bem  to  hatte  connnoed  mo<- 
dern  philoft^hers  of  the  ftlfthood,  and  indeed  the  impoflibility, 
of  the  fuppofition.    To  the  names  of  Mariana  and  of  Machiarel"*- 
we  can  oppofe  the  equal  names  of  Robcrt&>n  and  of  Hume 

A  warlike  nation  like  the  Germans,  without  either  cities,  letters,  Ci^rmin 
arts,  or  money,  found  fome  compenfation  for  this  iavage  ftate  in 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  Their  poverty  fecured  their  freedom* 
fince  our  dcfircs  and  our  poflelGons  are  the  ftrongcft  fetters  of  def- 
potifm.  "  Among  the  Suiones,  (lays  Tacitus)  riches  are  held  in 
**  honour.  They  are  therefore  fubje<^  to  an  abfolutc  monarch,  who, 
•*  inftead  of  intrufting  his  people  with  the  free  ufe  of  arms,  as  is 
•*  pradifed  in  the  reft  of  Germany,  commits  them  to  the  fafe  cuf- 
«•  tody  not  of  a  citizen,  or  even  of  a  freedman,  but  of  a  flave. 

The  neighbours  of  the  Suiones,  the  Sitones,  are  funk  even  below 
**  fervitude ;  they  obey  a  woman  In  the  mention  of  ihefe  ex- 
ceptions, the  great  hifiorian  fofieiendy  adcnowledges  the  genenl 
theory  of  goTemment.  Weareooly«t  »loA  to  oooceiveby  what 
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means  riches  and  defpoiifm  could  penetrate  into  a  remote  corner  of 
♦  the  North,  and  extinguifli  the  generous  flame  that  blazed  with  fuch 

fiercenefs  on  the  frontier  of  the  Roman  provinces :  or  how  the  an- 
ceftors  of  thofe  Danes  and  Norwegians,  fo  diftinguiflicd  in  later 
ages  by  their  unconquered  fpirit,  could  thus  tamely  refign  the  great 
chara^er  of  German  liberty  **.  Some  tribes,  however,  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Baltic,  acknowledged  the  authority  of  kings,  though  without 
relinqui(htng  the  rights  of  men  ;  but  in  the  far  greater  part  of 
Germany,  tte  torn  of  government  was  a  democracy,  tempered,  in« 
deed,  and  contfooled,  not  lb  rnvdi  by  general  and  politiTe  lairs,  as 
by  the  oocafional  afcendant  of  birth  or  valour,  <^  eloquence  or  fiw 
perdition*** 

Afrembiieiof  Qvil  govemfflents,  in  Aeir  fitft  mftitutiims,  axe  mlnntary  aflb* 
dations  iar  mntuial  defence*  To  obtain  the  defired  end,  it  is  abfi)» 
lately  necd&ry,  that  each  individual  fliould  conceive  himftlf  obUgcA 
to  fabrnk  hit  piivatie  opinion  and  actions,  to  the  judgment  of  the 
greaternumber  efTSM  affikdates.  The  German  tribes  were  contented, 
with  this  rode  but  liberal  outline  of  political  fodety.  As  loon  as  a- 
youth,  bora  of  free  parents,  had  attained  the  age  df  manhood,  he 
was  introdticed  into  the  general  conadl  of  his  countrymen,  felemnly 
invefled  with  a  Ihidd  and  fpear,^  and  adopted  as  an-equal  and  wordiyt 
member  of  the  military  eommonwealtli.  The  aflemUy  of  the  war- 
riors of  die  tribe  was  convened:  at  Hated  lealbns^  or  on  fudden  cmer- 
gendes*  The  tria^df  public  ctfenoes,  the  eledion  of  magiftrates«  and 
the  great  bufineft  of  peaoe  and  war,  were  determined  by  its  inde- 
pendent voice.  iSometimes,  indeed^'  thefe  iiiportant  <yaeftions  were 
previoufly  confidered;  and  prepared *ia  a  more  felcdt  council  of  the* 
principal  chieftains*'.  The  magiftrates  might  deliberate  and  pei^ 
fuade,  the  people  only  could  refoWe  and  execute ;  and  the  refolu-' 
tions  of  the  Germans  were  for  die  rooft  part  lu^y  and  violent. 
Barbarians  accuftomed  to  place  thdr  freedom  in  gratifying  the 
prefent  paffion>  and  their  courage  in  overlooking  all  future  conle- 

quences, 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  Q49 

^quenoM*  tamed  away  with  iodignant  ooiitiempt»  fimn  the  remon* 
'ftranccs  of  juftke  and  policy,  and  it  waa  the  praAice  to  fignify  by  a  , 
hollow  mnrmur*  their  diflike  of  fodi  timid  couodli.  But  whenever 
a  more  popular  orator  propofed  to  vindicate  the  meaneft  dtizeoi  from 
either  fbcrign  or  domeffie  injury*  whenever  the  called  upon  hit  fel- 
lowi-countrymen  to  aflert  the  natiooal  honour,  or  to  pnrfiie  fome 
enterprife  fiill  of  danger  and  glory,  a  loud  dafhing  of  ihields  and 
ipeart  expcefled  the  eager  applauie  of  the  afTembly.  For  the  Ger- 
mani  always  met  in  arms,  and  it  was  confiantly  to  be  dreaded,  left 
an  irregular  multitude,  inflamed  with  faftion  and  (Irong  liquors, 
ihould  u(e  thofe  arms  to  enforce,  as  well  as  to  declare  their  furious 
refolves.  We  may  recollefl  how  often  the  diets  of  Poland  have 
been  polluted  with  blood,  and  the  more  numerous  party  has  been 
eompelled  to  yield  to  the  more  violent  and  feditious  **. 

A  general  of  the  tribe  was  eleded  on  occafions  of  danger;  aad,  if  JhepiSic««Bd 
the  danger  was  preffing  and  extenfive,  feveral  tribes  concurred  in 
the  choice  of  the  fame  general.  The  braveft  warrior  was  named 
to  lead  his  countrymen  into  the  field,  by  his  example  rather  than  by 
his  commandsr  But  this  power,  however  limited,  was  Aill  invi- 
dious. It  expired  with  the  war,  and  in  time  of  peace,  the  German 
tribes  acknowledged  not  any  fupreme  chief  ^«  Frimees  were,  how* 
ever^  appcunted^  in  the  general  aflenbly,  to  .adaainifler  juftioe^ 
or  father  to  eooapole  diffierences-^*  -  m  .their  refpeAxve-  diUndb; 
In  the  choice,  of  tfaefis  magiftrates,  aa  mudi  regard  waa  fliewn  to 
birth  as  to  merit  ^.  To  each  was  ghreOf  by  the  public,,  a  guard} 
and  a  eomcil  of  an  hundred  perlimai  .and  the  Jrft  of  the  princea 
appears  to  have  enjoyed  a  pre-eminence  of  rank  .and  honopr^hidi 
fmnetimea  tempted  die  Romana  to  com^imenb  him>  with  die  regal- 
title".. 

The  comnasadve  -view  of  the  powert  of  •  the  magiftratea.  •  in  two  Md[>t\t 

over  the  pro- 
remarkable  infiances,:  ia  alone  fuffident-  to  >repre^t  .  the  ^  whole  penythan 

fyftemof  Germaft  manaart.  Thejdilpplal  of  the. landed- property  kTo't^J' 

m-t  GeraiMt. 
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within  their  diftrift,  was  ahfolutely  veiled  in  their  btiidt»  tod  ihef 
diflrtfautcd  it  every  year  according  to  a  new  dUnfion".  At  the 
iamedme  they  were  not  authorized  to  puoilh  with  deadi*  to  imprilbn, 
or  tven  ti»  ftrOce  a  private  citizen  A  people  thus  jcaloua 
of  their  perfOns*  and  cardeft  of  their  pollfeffions,  muft  have  been 
totally  deflitute  of  induftry  and  the  arts  but  animated  with  a  Ugh 
fenfe  of  honour  «nd  independeoee. 
'l"l"L..  The  Oemana  refpeded  only  thofe  duties  which  they  impofisd  on 
ithemfclves.  The  moft  objure  (bldier  refifted  vrith  dtfijain»  the 
aothor&ty  of  the  magiftrates.  **  The  noUeft  yoatht  Uulhed  not 
'**  to  be  numbered  among  the  faithful  companions  of  ibme  renowned 
**  chief*  to  whom  they  devoted  thdr  armt  and  fervice.  A  noble 
**  emulation  prevailed  among  the  companions  to  obtain  the  firft 
**  place  in  the  efleem  of  their  chief  ;  amongft  the  chiefs  to  acquire 
^  the  greateft  number  of  valiant  companimis*  To  be  ever  fur^ 
*'  rounded  by  a  band  of  feleft  youths*  vras  the  pride  and  ftreogth 
**  of  the  chiefs,  their  ornament  in  peacC)  their  defence  in  war. 
^  The  glory  of  fuch  diftinguiihed  heroes  diffufed  itfelf  beyond  the 
**  narrow  limits  c£  their  own  tribe.  Prefents  and  embaflies  (blicited 
their  frieodflup,  and  the  fiune  of  their  armst  often  eofured 
'*  vidory  to  the  party  which  they  eipoufed.  In  the  hour  of  danger 
**  it  was  fhameful  for  the  chief  to  be  furpafled  in  valour  by  his 
**  companions;  ihameful  for  the  companions  not  to  equal  the 
valour  of  their  chief.  To  furvive  hia  fall  in  battle,  was  indelible 
"  infamy.  To  proteft  hb  perfon,  and  to  adorn  his  glory  with  the 
"  trophies  of  their  owA  exploits,  were  the  moft  (acred  of  their 
*'  duties.  The  chiefs  combated  for  vidlory,  the  companions  for  the 
•*  chief.  The  nobkft  warriors,  whenever  their  native  country  was 
**  funk  in  the  lazinefs  of  peace,  maintained  their  numerous  band* 
"  in  fome  diftant  fcene  of  adlion,  to  excrcife  their  reftlcfs  fpiril,  and 
**  to  acquire  renown  by  voluntary  dangers.  Gifts  worthy  of 
*!  foldiera,  the  warlike  fteed,  the  bloody  and  ever  vi^rious  lance, 

•*  were 
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**  were  tKe  rewards  wbich  the  oompanions  d^med  from  the 
*'  liberality  of  their  chief.  The  ntde  plen^  of  bis  bofpitaUe  board 
**  was  the        pay*  that  be  could  bcftowi  or  they  would  accept. 

Wart  rapine,  and  the  free-will  offerings  of  his  friends,  fuppUed 
**  the  materials  of  this  munificence  This  inditution,  however 
k  might  accidentally  weaken  the  ieveral  rqHiblics,  invigorated  the 
general  cbaxader  of  the  Germans,  and  even  ripened  amongfl  them, 
all  the  virtues  of  which  barbarians  are  fufceptible  ;  the  faith  and 
valour,  the  hofpitality  and  the  courtefy,  lo  confpicuous  long  after- 
wards in  the  ages  of  chivalry.  The  honourable  gifts,  beftowed  by 
the  chief  on  his  brave  companions,  have  been  fuppofed,  by  an  in» 
genious  writer,  to  contain  the  firft  rudiments  of  the  fiefs,  diftributed» 
after  the  conquefl  of  the  Roman  provinces,  by  the  barbarian  lords 
among  their  valTais,  with  a  fimilar  duty  of  homage  and  military 
fcrvice**..  Theie  conditions  are,  however,  very  repugnant  to  the 
maxims  of  the  ancient  Germans,  who  delighted  in  mutual  prefents* 
bat  mtlKNil  either  impofing,  .or  acceptingt  the  weigfit  of  obliga— 
tkMia'V 

<«  Li.the  days  of  chivalry,  or  more  properly  of  romtae^  all  the 
nfn^vnf  brave;,  aad  all  the  wom^  wcre  fheftc aii4  netwitli^ 
ftaadiag.the Jattnr  of  thefc  Turtuca  is  juq^iftA  and^pnArved  with* 
much  QMce  difficulty- thaa  the  fiwQicr,  it  it  a&fibe4»  almaft  witfaotti 
fOEoeptioikt  tp'the  mvt$  of  the  aacifliit  Germans.  Bolygamy  wae- 
not  in.ufe*  except  amioiij^  the  prinoest  end  emoo^  tbcm  only  ftr  the 
iake  .of  mtiltiplyiog  thdr  allianoea*  Djforces  weie  pfohiUceil  hp 
miancre  rather  than  by  Uwa-  Adoheriea.  \WCfe  puni0ied '  as  -jnie'* 
•ad  inexpiable  crimes.;  nor  was'iedndion  juffified>  by  example  im4t 
falhton      We  may  eafily  difaner«  that  Ttdtns  indulges  an  .hoqeft  • 
pleafuie  in  the  contraft  of  barbariaA  vhetiie>.  v»ith  the  diflblute  coa-»- 
Mt  of  the  Roman  la^ea :  ■  yet  these  are  fomc  ftsiUng .  ciicumfiances  • 
that  give  an  air  of  truth,  or  at  leaft  of  jnobafailityy  t»  the  ccmjngal; 
fidth  and  chaftity  of  the  Germain.. 

Althoqgh. 
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mSt!*^^       Although  the  progrds  of  civilization  hM  undoubtedly  ooatributed 

tn  afTwage  the  fiercer  paflions  of  human  nature,  it  Teems  to  have 
beeo  kls  favourable  to  the  virtue  of  chaflity,  whofe  moft  dangeroui 
enemy  is  the  ibftnefs  of  the  mind.    The  refinements  of  life  cor- 
rupt while  they  poliih  the  intercourfe  of  the  fexes.    The  grofs  ap* 
petite  of  love  becomes  moft  dangerous  when  it  is  elevated)  or 
rather,  indeed,  di(guiied  by  ieatimental  paflion.    The  elegance  of 
drefs,  of  motion,  and  of  manners,  give  a  luflre  to  beauty,  and  in* 
flame  the  fcnfes  through  the  imagination.    Luxurious  entertain- 
ments, midnight  dances,  and  licentious  fpedlacles,  prcfent  at  once 
temptation  and  opportunity  to  female  frailty      From  fuch  dangers, 
the  unpoliihed  wives  of  the  barbarians  w^ere  fccured,  by  poverty, 
folitude,  and  the  painful  cares  of  a  domeftic  life.    The  German  huts, 
open,  on  every  fide,  to  the  eye  of  indifcretion  or  jealoufy,  were  a 
better  fafe-guard  of  conjugal  fidelity,  than  the  walls,  the  bolts,  and 
the  eunuchs  of  a  Perfian  haram.    To  this  reafon,  another  may  be 
added  of  a  more  honourable  nature.    1  he  Germans  treated  their 
women  with  cfleetn  and  confidence,  confulted  them  on  every  occa- 
fion  of  importance,  and  fondly  believed,  that  in  their  breads  rc- 
fided  a  fandity  and  wifdoni,  more  than  human.     Some  of  thefe 
interpreters  of  fate,  fuch  as  Velleda,  in  the  Batavian  war,  governed 
in  the  name  of  the  deity,  the  fierceft  nations  of  Germany  The 
reft  of  the  fex,  without  being  adored  as  goddeflfes,  were  refpedcd  as 
the  free  and  equal  companions  of  foldiers  ;  aftbciated  even  by  the 
marriage  ceremony  to  a  life  of  toil,  of  danger,  and  of  glory  In 
their  great  iuvafions,  the  campe  of  the  barbarians  were  filled  wHh 
a  multitude  of  women,  who  remained  firm  and  ondannted  amidft 
the  found  of  arms,  ilie  varioaa  forms  of  deftmOiDaf  and  the  ho- 
nourable woands  of  thdr  fims  and  hnibands      Fainting  armies  of 
Germans  have  more  than  oooe  been  driven  hsck  upon  the  enemy, 
by  the  generous  defpair  of  the  woineni  who  dreaded  death  much 
lefs  than  fenritude.  If  the  day  was  irrecorenbly-kft*  they  well 
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knew  how  to  ddiver  themfclvcs  and  their  children,  with  their  oWn 
hands,  from  an  infultinj^  v!£tor*'.  Heroines  of  fuch  a  caft  may 
daim  oiir  admiration  ;  but  they  were,  moft  aCfurcdly,  neither  lovely* 
nor  very  fufceptible  of  love.  Whilft  they  affected  to  emulate  the 
Aera  virtues  of  man,  they  muft  have  rcfij^ned  that  attraflive  foftncfs 
in  which  principally  confifl  the  charm  and  weakncfs  of  'woman. 
Confcious  pride  tau!;ht  the  German  females  to  fupprcfs  every  tender 
ctnoiion  that  ftood  in  competition  with  honour,  and  the  firfl  honour 
of  the  fcx  has  ever  been  that  of  chaftity.  The  Icntimcnts  and 
condu<£l  of  thefe  high-fpirited  matrons  may,  at  cnce,  be  confidercd 
as  a  caufc,  as  an  effect,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  general  character  of 
the  nation.  Female  courage,  however  it  may  be  raifed  by  fanaticifmi 
or  confirmed  by  habit,  can  be  only  a  faint  and  imperfect  imitation 
of  t'ne  manly  valour  that  diAinguilhes  the  age  or  country  in  which 
it  may  be  found. 

'  The  religious  fyftem  of  the  Germans  (if  the  wild  ojnniona  -of  fa'  Rd'tlMt 
rages  ean  deierve  that  name)  was  diAated  by  their  wants>  their  fears, 
and  their  ignoranee  **•  They  adored  the  great  vifible  objeds  and 
agents  of  Nature,  the  Sun  and  the  Moon,  the  Fire  and  the  Earth ; 
together  with  thole  imaginary  deities,  who  were  fuppofcd  to  pre* 
fide  over  the  moft  important  06cupa&»ns  of  human  li^.  They  were 
perfuaded,  that,  by  Ibme  ridiculous  arts  of  divioatbn,  they  could 
dtfcover  the  will  of  the  fuperior  beings,  and  that  human  facrifices 
were  the  moft  precious  and  acceptable  offimng  to  their  altars.  Some 
applaufe  has  been  haftily  beftnwed  on  "the  fublime  notion,  enter-* 
tained  by  that  people,  of  the  Deity,  whom  they  neither  confined 
within  the  walls  of  a  temple,  nor  reprefented  by  any  human  figure, 
but  when  we  rccollcfl,  that  the  Germans  were  unikillcd  in  archi- 
tcdure,  and  totally  unacqnaintcd  with  the  art  of  fculpturc,  wc  flia'.l 
readily  alTign  the  true  rcafon  of  a  fcn!p!e,  which  arofc  not  fo  mucl\ 
from  a  fupcriorlty  of  rcafon,  as  from  a  want  of  infrcnuity.  The 
only  temples  in  Germany  were  dark  and  aucieni  groves,  confc- 
VoL.  I.  H  h  crated 
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crated  by  the  reverence  of  fucceeding  generations.  Their  fecret 
gloom,  the  imagined  refidence  of  an  invifible  power,  by  prefenting 
no  diftin^l  obje(ii  of  fear  or  worfhip,  imprefled  the  mind  with  a  ftill 
deeper  fenfe  of  religious  horror  and  the  pi  iefts,  rude  and  illiterate 
as  they  were,  had  been  taught  by  experience,  the  ufe  of  every 
artifice  that  could  preferve  and  fortify  impreiHoas  fo  well  fuited  to 
their  own  intereft. 

fttcMtlB      The  fame  ignorancci  which  readers  barbariam  incapable  of  cob- 
oeurang  or  emboRciog  the  nfeful  reftraiota  of  kvs,  expofef  thdm  naked 
apd  uoarmed  to  tbo  bliod  tenon    fuperftUion.  The  Gennaii  prielU^ 
impnrring  thit  favourable  temper  o£  thebr  countrymeot  had  afliimed 
1^  jurifilidioot  eve*  in.  temporal  00DcerM»  which  the  magiArate. 
oould  not  WQtHre  to  cxereife  ;  and  the  haughty  warrior  patienlly 
f)ibaittad  to>  the  bdh.  of  corredioni  when  it  waa  inflicted*  not  by 
any  husuin  power)  but  by  the  immediate  order  of  the  god  of. 
war       The  de£e£U  of  dvil  poliqr  were  Ibmetimea  fupfdiod  by 
the  interpofition  of  ecclefiaftical  authority.  The  ktter  waa  ooih 
Aantly  exerted  to  maintain  filence  and  decency  in  the  poptdar 
aiTemblies ;  and  was  fometimes  extended  to  a  more  enlarged  concern, 
for  the  national  welfare.    A  folemn  procelFion  was  cccafionally  ce> 
Icbratcd  in  the  prefent  countries  of  Mecklenburg  and  Pomerania^ 
The  unknown  fymbol  of  the  Earth,  covered  with  a  thick  veil,  was 
placed  on  a  carriage  drawn  by  cows  ;   and  in  this  manner,  the 
goddefs,  whofe  common  rcfidcncc  was  in  the  ille  of  Rugen,  vifitcd 
Jeveral  adjacent  tribes  of  her  worfhippcrs.    During  her  progrcfs,  the 
found  of  war  was  huOicd,  quarrels  were  fufpcnded,  arms  laid  afidc^ 
and  the  rcftlcfs  Germans  had  an  opportunity  of  tading  the  bkfhngs 
of  peace  and  harmony*'.    The  triue  of  God,  fo  often  and  fo  in- 
effedually  proclaimed  by  the  clergy  of  the  eleventh  century,  was  an 
obriottt  imitation  of  thia.andent  cuAora 

www.  But  the  influence  of  reli^on  was  far  more  powerful  to  inflame* 

than  to  moderate^  the  fiecM  paflions-of  the  Germans.   Intereft  and 
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fanaticifm  often  prompted  its  minifters  to  fandify  the  mod  daring 
and  the  moft  unjuft  enterprifcs,  by  the  approbation  of  Heaven,  and 
full  afluranccs  of  fuccefs.  The  confecrated  ilandards,  long  revered 
in  the  groves  of  fupcrftiilon,  were  placed  in  the  front  of  the 
battle  ;  and  the  hoftilc  array  was  devoted  virith  dire  execrations 
to  the  gods  of  war  and  of  thunder  In  the  faith  of  foldicrs  (and 
fuch  were  the  Germans)  cowardice  is  the  moft  unpardonable  of 
fins.  A  brave  man  was  the  worthy  favourite  of  their  martial 
deities;  the  wtetcht  who  trad  bftlnBlhkId,  was  alike  baniflied  from 
the  religious  tnd  the  dYil  aflbnbfies  of  his  oountrymeii.  Some  tribes 
of  the  north  fisem  to  have  emhraoed  the  dodrine  of  ttaiiihiignti(m*% 
others  imagined  a  grofs  paiadile  of  immortal  dnrnkeaneft AU 
agreed,  that  «  life  fpent  in  arms,  and  a  glorions  death  in  hattle, 
were  the  heft  preparations  for  a  hap^  f  attiritf ,  cither  in  this  or  m 
another  world. 

The  immortality  lb  vainly  pranked  hy  the  priefts>  was,  in  fome  Tleliwd|k- 
degreei  conferred  hy  the  birds.  That  lingular  order  of  men  has 
moll  defervedly  altraded  the  nodee  of  aU  who  hcve  attempted 

to  inveftigate  the  antiquities  of  the  Celts,  the  ScandinaviauSt  And 

the  Germans.  T  heir  genius  and  chara<£):er,  as  well  as  the  reverence 
paid  to  their  important  ofHce,  have  been  fufficieutly  illuftrated. 
But  we  cannot  fo  eafily  exprefs,  or  even  conceive,  xhe  enthufiafdl 
of  arms  and  glory,  which  they  kindled  in  the  bread  of  their  an^ 
dience.  Among  a  polifhed  people,  a  tafte  for  poetry  is  rather  an 
amufement  of  the  fancy,  than  a  pafTion  of  the  foul.  And  yet,  when 
in  calm  retirement  we  pcrufe  the  combats  defcribed  by  Homer  or 
Taffo,  we  arc  infenfibly  feduced  by  the  fidlion,  and  feel  a  momentary 
glow  of  martial  ardour.  Cut  how  faint,  how  cold  is  the  fenfation 
which  a  peaceful  mind  can  receive  from  folitary  ftucly  !  It  was  in  the 
hour  of  battle,  or  in  the  fcaft  of  victory,  that  the  bards  celebrated 
the  glory  of  heroes  of  ancient  days,  the  anceftors  of  thofe  warlike 
chieftains,  who  liAened  with  tranfport  to  their  artlefs  but  ani- 
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mated  ftrains.  The  view  of  arms  and  of  danger  heightened 
the  efTe^  of  the  military  fong;  and  the  pafllons  which  it  tended  to 
excite,  the  deHre  of  fame  and  the  coDtempt  of  death,  were  the  har 
bitual  fentiments  of  a  Gennan  mind, 
&wfeiwVcli  Such  wa»  the  fituation,  and  fuch  were  the  manBcrs  <^  the-aadeiK 
pragreftor    Germans.   Their  elimatet  their  want  of  leaming»  of  arts,  and  of' 

tha  Gcf  BHUiit  , 

taws,  their  notions  of  honour,  of  gallantryt  and  of-  rsUgi<m,  their 
fenle  of  freedomt  impatience  of  peaee,  and-  thirft  of  entcrpriie*  a]( 
contributed  to  form  a  people  of  military  heroes..  And  yet  we  find' 
that  during  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  that  elap/ed  from 
the  defeat  of  Varut  to  the  reign  of  Decius,  thele  formidable  barbae 
rians. made  few  confideraMe  attsmpts*  and  not  any  material  impreir 
fion  on  the  luxuriooa  and-enlkved  pn>mnces  of  the  empirew  Thdr- 
progreTs  was-  checked  by  their  want  of  arms  and  difcipline,  and: 
their  fury  was  diverted  by  the  intefline  divifions  of  ancient  Germany;. 
matoCsraM      I.  It  has  been  obfenred,  with  ingenuity,  and  not  without  truth,, 
that  the  command  of  Iron  foon  gives  a  nation  the  command  of  gold. 
But  the  rude  tribes  of  Germany,  alike  deftitute  of  both  thofe 
▼aluable  metals,  were  reduced  flowly  to  acc^uirc,  by  their  unafniU-d 
ftrength,  the  poiiefTion  of  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.    Tiie  face 
of  a  German  army  difplayed  their  poverty  of  iron.   Swords,  and  tlie 
longer  kind  of  bnces,  they  could  Icldom  ufe.    Their  frcuiwit  (as 
they  called  them  in  their  own  language)  wcjc  long  fpears  headed 
with  a  fliarp  but  narrow  iron  point,    and  which,  as  ocL-allun  rcr 
quired,  they  eitiicr  darted  from  a  diftance  or  puihcd  in  dole  cnfct. 
With  this  fpear,  and  with  a  (hield,  their  cavalry  was  contented^  A 
multitude  of  darts,,  fcatteied  '*  with  incredible  fi>rce  were  an  addi- 
tional refouroe  of  the  imfantry*.  Their  military  drefs,.  when  they 
woie  any*,  was  nothing  mon:  than  a  loofe  mantle*   A  variety  of 
colours  was  the  only  ornament  of  their  wooden  or  their  ofier  fiiields. 
Few  of  the  chiefs  were  diftioguilhed  by  cuiraiTes;.  icarce  any  fay 
4,  helmets*. 
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helmets.  Though  the  horfea  of  Germany  were  neither  beautiful, 
fwift,  nor  pradifetl  in  the  ikilful  evolutions  of  the  Roman  manage, 
leverdt  of  the  nations  obtained  renown  hj  their  cavalry ;  but,  in 
general)  the  principal  (Irength  of  the  Germans  confided  in  their  in* 
Wintry which  was  drawn  up  in  feveral  deep  columns,  acceding  «i<«rcfii. 
to  the  diftindbn  of  tribes  and  families.  Impatient  of  fatigue  or 
delay,  thefe  faalf^armed  warriors  rufhed  to  bsittle  with  diflbnant 
ihouts  and  diferdered  ranks;  and  fonetimes  by  the  eHfbrt  of  native 
valour,  prevailed  over  the  conftrained  and  more  artificial  bravery  of 
the  Roman  mercenaries..  But*  as  die  barbarians  poured  forth  their 
whde  (buls  on-  the  firft*  onfetj  they  knew  not  how  to  rally  or  to 
retire^   A  repulfe  was  tr  fure  defeat ;.  and  a  defeat  was  moft  com- 

-  nionly  total  de(lni£tion;   When -we  recolledk  the  complete  armour 
of  the-Roman  foldiers,  their  difcipline,  esercifes,  evolutions,  fortified- 
camps,  and  military  engines,  it  appears  a  jud  matter  €£  furprile 

-  how  the  naked  and  unafTiAcd  valour  of  the  barbarians  could  dare  to- 
encounter  in  the  field,  the  ftrength  of  the  legions,  and  the  various 
troops  of  the  auxiliaries,  which  feconded  their  operations.  The 

'  eonteft  was  too  unequal,  till  the  inirodudion  of  Irx  iry  had  ener- 
vated the  vip-our,  and  a  fpirtt  of  difobedience  and  icdition  had 
relaxed  the  dilciplinc,  ot  the  Ron^an  armies.  The  introducllon  of 
barbarian  a-jxiliarics  into  thoi'c  armies,  was  a  meafure  attended 
with  very  obvious  danger?,  as  it  might  gradually  inflru£l  the  Ger- 
mans in  the  arts  of  war  and  of  policy.  Although  they  were 
admitted  in  fmall  numbers  and  with  the  ftrictell  precaution,  the 
example  ot  Civilis  might  convince  the  Romans,  that  the  danger  v>'as 
not  imaginary,  aiui  that  their  precautions  were  not  always  fuffi- 
cicnt  During  the  civil  wars  that  followed  the  death  of  Nero,, 
that  artful  and  intrepid  Batavian,  whom  hb  - enemies  condefcendcd 

•  to  compare  with  Hannibal  and  Sertorius    formed  a  great  defign  of 
freedom  and  ambition.   Eight  Batavian  cohorts,  renowned  in  the  - 
wars  of  Britain  and  Italy,  repMied  to  his  ftandasd..  He  introduced  > 
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an  army  of  Germans  into  Gaul,  prevailed  on  the  powerful  cities  of 
Treve*  and  Langres,  to  embrace  his  caufe,  defeated  the  legions, 
deilroyed  their  fivtified  camps,  and  employed  againft  the  Romans 
the  military  knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  in  dieir  ferrice* 
When  at  length,  after  an  ohftinate  ftruggle,  he  yielded  Co  the  power 
of  the  empire,  Ctvilis  fecured  himfdf  and  his  ccMmtry  by  an  ho- 
nourable treaty.   The  Batavians  ftill  continued  tft  occupy  die  ifland 
of  the  Rhine  ^%  the  allies  not  the  fervants  of  the  Roman  monardiy. 
o*a  ^Bm-      n.  The  ftrength  of  ancient  Germany  appears  formidably  when  we 
mm/,        confider  the  effedt  that  might  have  been  produced  by  its  united 
effort.  The  wide  extent  of  country  might  very  poffibly  eratain  a 
million  of  warriors,  as  all  who  were  of  an  age  to  bear  arms,  weie 
•  of  a  temper  to  ufe  them.   But  this  fierce  multitudet  incapable  of 
concerting  or  executing  any  plan  of  nationa]  greatnels,  was  agi- 
Uted  by  various  and  often  hoftile  intentions.  Germany  was  divided 
into  more  than  tcxtj  in^ipendent  fiates;  and  even  in  each  flate  the 
union  of  the  ieveral  tribes  wad  extremdy  loofe  and  {trecarions. 
The  barbarians  were  eafily  provoked ;  they  knew  not  how  to  for- 
give an  injury,  much  Icfs  an  infult ;  their  refentments  were  bloody 
and  implacable.   The  cafual  dii'putes  that  fo  frequently  happened 
in  their  tumultuous  parties  of  hunting  or  drinking,  were  fuificient 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  whole  nations ;  the  private  feud  of  any 
confiderable  chieftains,  diffufed  itfelf  among  their  followers  and  al- 
lies.    To  chadife  the  infolent,  or  to  plunder  the  defencelefs,  wcie 
alike  cau£es  of  war.    The  moft  formidable  dates  of  Germany  af- 
fe^^ed  to  encompafs  their  territories  with  a  wide  frontier  of  foiitude 
and  devaftation.    The  awful  diftance  prcfervcd  by  their  neighbours, 
attefted  the  terror  of  their  arms,  and  in  fome  meafure  defended  them 
from  the  danger  of  unexpcded  incurfions". 
FomcnteJb^       "  The  Biuiflcri  (it  is  Tacitus  who  now  fpcaks)  were  totally  cx- 
RMmBf*^      "  terminated  by  the  neighbouring  tribes"    provoked  by  their  info- 
"  lence*  allured  by  the  hopes  of  fpoil,  and  perhaps  infpircd  by  the 
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tntd«r  ddltiet  of  die  empire.  Above  fixty  thoufiuul  bu-bariMM 
**  were  deftroyed ;  not  bj  the  Roman  arms,  but  in  our  fight»  and 
*^  for  our  entertainment.  May  Ae  nationa,  enemm  of  Rome,  ever 
*'  preferve  this  enmity  to  each  other !  We  have  now  attained  the 
**  ntmoft  verge  of  profperity  and  have  nothing  left  to  denumd 
**  of  Fortune  except  the  difcord  of  the  barbarians  **."  Thefe  fen- 
timentSt  lefs  worthy  of  the  humanity  than  of  the  patriotifm  of 
Tacitus,  exprefs  the  invariable  maxims  of  the  policy  of  his  coun* 
trymen.  They  deemed  it  a  much  fafer  expedient  to  divide  than  to 
combat  the  barbarians*  from  whofe  defeat  they  could  derive  nei- 
ther honour  nor  advantage.  The  money  and  negoctations  of  Rome, 
infinuated  themfelves  into  the  heart  of  Germany ;  and  every  art  of 
fedudion  was  ufed  with  dignity,  to  conciliate  thofc  nations  whom 
their  proximity  to  the  Rhine  or  Danube  might  render  the  moft  ufcful 
friends,  as  well  as  the  moft:  troublefome  enemies.  Chiefs  of  renown 
and  power  were  tlattered  by  the  moft  trifling  prefents,  which  they 
received  either  as  marks  of  diftindlion,  or  as  the  inftruments  of 
luxury.  In  civil  diflenfion?,  the  \veaker  fadion  endeavoured  to 
ftrengthen  its  intercft  by  entering  into  fecret  connexions  with  the 
governors  of  the  frontier  provinces.  Every  quarrel  among  the  Ger- 
mans, was  fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  Rome  ;  and  every  plan  of 
union  and  public  good,  defeated  by  the  ilronger  bias  of  private  jea- 
loufy  and  intereft  ". 

The  general  confpiracy  which  terrified  the  Romans  under  the  ^l^n^^ 
reign  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  embraced  almoft  all  the  nations  of 
Germany,  and  even  Sarmatia,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine  to  that 
of  the  Danube  It  is  impoliible  for  us  to  determine  wlicthcr 
this  hafty  confederation  was  formed  by  neceiEty,  by  rcafon,  or  by 
palTion  ;  but  we  may  reft  alTured*  that  the  barbarians  were  neither 
allured  by  the  indotenee  or  provoked  by  the  amfaidon  of  the  Roman 
monarch.  This  dangerous  invafion  required  all  the  firmnefs  and 
'Valance  of  Marcus.  He  fixed  genend»  of  abili^  in  the  feveral 
fialion»  of  attadr,  and  aflumed  in  perfiui.  the  conduQ  of  the  moft 

important 
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important  proriiice  on  the  Upper  Danube-  After  a  long  and  doubt- 
ful.confiid,  the  fpiritof  the  barbarians  was  fubdued.  The  Qnadi 
and  the  Marcomanni who  had  taken  the  lead  in  the  wart  were 

the  moft  fcvcrely  puniflied  in  its  cataftrophe.  Tlicy  were  com- 
manded to  retire  five  miles  *  from  their  own  banks  of  the  Danube, 
and  to  deliver  up  the  flower  of  the  youth,  who  were  immediately 
fent  into  Britain,  a  remote  ifland,  where  they  might  be  fecurc  as 
hoHages,  and  ufcful  as  foldicrs '^  On  the  frequent  rebellions  of 
the  Quadi  and  Marcomanni,  tlie  irritated  emperor  rcfolvcd  to  reduce 
their  country  into  the  form  of  a  province.  His  dcfiL^^ns  were  dis- 
appointed by  death.  Tliis  formidable  league,  however,  the  only 
one  that  appears  in  the  two  firfl  centuries  of  the  imperial  l)iftory, 
was  entirely  diflipatcd,  without  leaving  any  traces  behind  ia 
Germany. 

DiSinaisnor  In  the  courfe  of  this  introduOiory  chapter,  we'have  confined  our- 
fribct.  felves  to  the  general  outlines  of  the  manners  of  Germany,  without 
attempting  to  defcribc  or  to  diftingulih  the  various  tribes  which 
filled  that  great  country  in  'the  time  of  <ja:rar,  of  Tacitus,  or  of 
Ftolemy.  As  (he  ancient,  or  as  new  tribes  fucceffivcly  prefent  them- 
felves  in  the  feriea  of  ^ts  hlftory,  we  ihall  toncifely  mention  their 
origin,  their  lituation,  and  thdr  particular  charader.  Modem  na- 
tions are  fixed  and  permanent  fodeties,  connected  among  themfelves 
by  laws  and,  government,  bound  to  their  native  finl  by  arts  and 
agriculture.  The  German  tribes  were  voluntary  and  fluduating 
aflbciations  of  foldiers,  almoft  of  favages.  The  fame  lenitory  often 
dhanged  its'inhabitants  in  the  tide  of  conquefttind  emigration.  The 
fame  communities,  uniting  in  a  plan  of  defence  or  invafion,  be- 
ihiwed  a  new  title  on  their  new  confcdemcy.  The  diflblution  of  an 
ancient  confederacy,  reftorcd  to  the  independent  tribes  their  pecu- 
liar but  '  forgotten  appellations.  A  vidorious  (late  often  com- 
municated its  own  name  to  a  vanquiflied  people.  Sometimes  crowds 
of  voluntiers  flocked  from  all  parts  to  the  ftandard  of  a  favourite 
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leader;  lils  camp  became  their  country,  and  fome  circumftance  of 
the  cntcrprife  foon  gave  a  common  denomination  to  the  mixed  mul- 
titude. The  diftin£lions  of  the  ferocious  invaders  were  perpetually 
varied  by  themielves,  and  confouaded  by  the  aftoniHied  fubje^s  of 
the  Roman  empire". 

Wars,  and  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  are  the  principal 
fubje(fts  of  hiftory;  but  the  number  of  pcrfons  intercflcd  in  tbefe 
bufy  fcenes,  is  very  different  according  to  the  different  condition 
of  mankind.  In  great  monarchies,  millions  of  obedient  fubjedls 
purfue  their  ufeful  occupations  in  peace  and  obfcurity.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Writer,  as  well  as  of  the  Reader,  is  folely  confined  to  a 
court,  a  capital,  a  regular  army,  and  the  diArids  which  happen  to  be 
the  occafional  fcene  of  military  opentioos.  Bat  a  ilate  of  freedom  and 
barbarifm,  the  fetfim  of  dvil  oonunodont,  or  the  fitoalioa  of  petty  re- 
publics %  nileB  almoft  every  member  of  the  oommtmity  iotoadioa  and 
confequently  into  notice.  The  irregular  divifioas*  and  the  reftlefii  mo> 
tioos  of  the  people  of  Gennany*  dazzle  our  imagtnatioD,  and  ieem 
to  multiply  their  numbers.  The  profufe  enumeratbn  of  kings  and 
warriors,  c£  armies  and  nations*  inclines  us  to  foig^  that  the  liune 
objeds  are  continually  repeated  under  a  variety  of  appeUations,  and 
that  the  moft  (plendid  appellations  have  been  frequently  kviihed  on 
the  moft  inconfidcFsble  olge^. 
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C  H  A  P.  X. 

T/je  Emperors  Decius^  Gal/usj  j^milianus^  Fakriarty  and 
Gallienus. — He  general  Irruption  ef  the  BariarHms,— 
Ute  tlnrty  lyranis, 

Thenatareof  T^ROM  the  great  fccular  games  celebrated  by  Philip,  to  the 
A*D.'a4^—  ^    death  of  the  emperor  GaUienus,  there  elapfed  twenty  years 
'  ef  fhame  and  misfortune.    During  that  calamitous  period,  every 

'inftant  of  time  was  marked,  every  province  of  the  Roman  world 
was  afHi<^ed  by  barbarous  invaders  and  military  tyrants,  and  the 
ruined  empire  feemed  to  approach  the  laft  and  fatal  moment  of  its 
diflblution.    The  confufion  of  the  times,  and  the  fcarcity  of  authen- 
tic memorials,  oppofc  equal  difiicultics  to  the  hlftorian,  who  attempts 
to  preferve  a  clear  and  unbroken  tlircad  of  narration.  Surrounded 
with  imperfect  fragments,  always  concile,  (.ftcn  obfcurc,  and  fome- 
times  conlradidlory,  he  is  reduced  to  colled,  to  compare,  and  to 
conjecture :  and  though  he  ought  never  to  place  his  conjcdures 
ia  die  rink  of  fa<£ls,  yet  the  kirawledge  of  human  nature,  and  of 
the  fure  operation  of  its  fierce  and  UnitAnined  paffions,  might,  on 
finne  occafions»  fuppljr  the  wane  of  hiftorical  materials, 
Thtflnpei«r     Thete  tmot,  for  inAance,  any  difficulty  in  conceiving*  that  the 
»uup>       fuGceffiTe  nuirdert  of  (b  maiiy  emperors*  had/ioolened  all  the  ties 
of  allegiance  betweei^the  prince  and  people;  that  aB  the  generals 
of  Philip  were  di(poied.  to  imitate  the  example  of  their  maflier*  and 
diat  the  capiice  of  armies«  long  fince habituated  to  frequent  andviolent 
levdutionsy.  might  every  day  raile  to  the  throne  the  moftobfcore  o£ 
their  fellow-ibldierst   HiOory  can  only  add,  that  the  firft  rebeUion 
againft  the  emperor  Philipi  brolce  out  in  the  fummer  of  the  year 
two  hiiadied  and^forty-mnei,  among  the  legions  of  Mbefia  {  and  that 
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a  fu baiter n  oflicer named  Marinus,  was  ihc  object  of  their  fcdi- 
tious  choice.  Philip  was  alarmed.  He  dreaded  left  the  trcalbn  of 
the  Maefiaa  army  fhould  prove  the  firft  fparlc  of  a  general  confla- 
gration. DiArided  with  the  coiiicioaind*  of  his  guilt  and  of 
his  danger,  he  cosamttnicattd  the  imdligeaoe  to  the  fenate.  A 
glootny  iilence  prevttted*  diecffeft  of  £ur,  and  perhaps  of  di&ffec- 
tion :  tOl  at  length  Dedust  one  <^  the  aflmblf,  aiTuming  a  fpirit  3^^,;^^, 
worthy  of  hit  noUe  octra^nt  ▼entured.  to  difeover  more  intre-  ^^'cviaVry. 

*  and  retgo  at 

pidiry  than  the  trnfoni  (ceined  to  ptrffela.  He  treated  die  wbole  jbe  emp««r 
.bofindt  with  contempt*  aa  a  haft7  and  incoafiderate  tuBuilt»  and  a.'d!h9» 
•Plutip'a  riTat  aa  a  phaniom  of  royalty,  who  in  a  very  few  daya 
-would  be  deftiojed  by  the  fitme  iBooofianqr  that  had  cicated  bin.  . 
:*nie  ipeedy  eom^AeiNA  of  the  prophecy,  io(pir«d  Philip  with  a  jiiH 
'  leflcem  for  fo  ri>lea  coMnfelhr  1 Deckia  appeared  to  him  Aeonlf 
{lerfba  capable  of  reftoiittg  peace  and  difcipline  to  an  army,  whofe 
♦itmiiltnniM  ^pint  had  not  entirely  fubfided  after  the  murder  of  M«» 
rinus.  Declus,  who  long  rcfifted  bis  own  nomination,  feenaa  to  have 
infinuated  the  danger  of  prefentiog  &  leader  of  merit,  to  the  aagiy  and 
■apprehenitve  minds  of  the  foldiert ;  and  his  predi^oa  was  agun  ooo- 
-firmed  by  the  event.   The  legions  of  Maefia  forced  their  judge  to 

become  their  accomplice.  They  left  him  only  the  alternative  of  death  ' 
•or  the  purple.  His  fubfequcnt  condud,  after  that  decifive  meafurcwaa 
unavoidable.  He  condui^ed,  or  followed,  his  army  to  the  confines 
of  Italy,  whither  Philip,  collcdiag  all  his  force  to  repel  the  for- 
midable competitor  whom  he  had  raifed  up,  advanced  to  meet  him. 
The  imperial  troops  were  fuperior  in  number*;  but  the  rebels 
formed  an  army  of  Veterans,  commanded  by  an  able  and  experienced 
leader.  Philip  was  either  killed  in  the  battle,  or  put  to  death  a 
few  days  afterwards  at  Verona.  His  fon  and  aObciate  in  the  em- 
pire, was  maflacrcd  at  Rome  by  the  Praetorian  guards ;  and  the  vic- 
torious Decius,  with  more  favourable  ctrcumftances  than  the  ambi* 
tion  of  that  age  can  ufually  plead*  was  univerfally  acknowledged 
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by  the  fenate  and  provinces.  It  is  reported,  that  immediately  after 
his  reludant  acceptance  of  the  title  of  Auguilus,  he  had  adured 
Philip  by  a  private  mcffage,  of  his  innocence  and  loyalty,  folemnly 
protefting,  that  on  his  arrival  in  Italy,  he  would  refign  the  imperial 
ornaments  and  return  to  the  condition  of  an  obedient  fubjed. 
His  profedions  might  be  fincere.  But  in  the  fituation  where  for- 
tune had  placed  him,  it  was  fcarcely  poilible  that  he  could  either 
forgive  or  be  forgiven 
Hemaichei       Xhe  emperor  Dccius  had  employed  a  few  months  in  the  works 

SRaintt  the  ^  ... 

Gotbs.  of  peace  and  the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  when  he  was  fummoned 
to  the  banks  of  the  Danube  by  the  invafion  of  the  Goths.  This 
is  the  firft  confiderable  occafion,  in  which  hiftory  mentions  that 
great  people,  who  afterwards  broke  the  Roman  power,  facked  the 
capitol,  and  reigned  in  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Italy.  So  memorable  was 
the  part  which  they  aded  in  the  fubverfion  of  the  Wcftern  empire, 
that  the  name  of  Goths*  is  frequently  but  inproperly  ufcd  as  a 
general  appellation  of  rude  and  warlike  barbarifm. 
Gw^Aom"  beginning  of  die  fixth  eentury,  and  after  the  conqueft  of 

Scttdiawis,  Italy,  the  Goths,  in  pofleflion  of  prefent  greatnds.  very  nattmlly 
indulged  themielm  ia  the  profpei^of  paft  and  of  future  glory.  They 
wiflied  to  prefenre  the  memory  e£  their  anceftors,  Md  to  tninfinic 
to  poAerity  their  own  atchievementt.  The  principal  minifter  of  the 
court  of  Ravenika,  the  learned  Ca0iodoru8t  gratified  the  iodiaatiou 
of  the  conquerors  in  a  Gothic  hiftory,  which  confifted  of  twelve 
bodut  now  reduced  to  the  inperfcdk  abridgment  of  Joraandcs  \ 
Thefe  writers  pafled  with  the  moft  artful  condieneft  onrer  the  nu^ 
fiMtnnes  of  the  natitm*  celebrated  itt  fuccelsfiit  valour^  and  adorned 
the  triumph  with  many  Afiatic  trophies,  that  more  properly  bdonged 
to  the  people  of  Scythia*  On  the  faith  of  ancient  fongs,  the 
uncertain,  but  the  only,  memorials  of  barbarians,  they  deduced  the 
firft  origin  of  the  Goths«  from  the  vaft  ifland,  or  peninfula,  of  Scanr 
diqavia That  eztreme  country  of  the  North,  waa  not  unknotvn 
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to  the  conquerors  of  Italy;  the  ties  of  ancient  confanguinity  \cere 
firengthencd  by  recent  ofTices  of  Inendihip;  and  a  Scandinavian 
king  cheerfully  abdicated  his  favage  greatnefs,  that  he  might  pafs 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  peaceful  and  polifhed  court  of  Ra- 
venna Many  veftiges,  which  cannot  be  afcribed  to  the  arts  of 
popular  vanity,  attcft  the  ancient  rcfidence  of  the  Goths  in  the 
countries  beyond  the  Baltic,  From  the  time  of  the  geographer 
Ptolemy,  the  fouthern  part  of  Sweden  feems  to  have  continued  in 
the  poflelhon  of  the  lefs  entcrprifing  remnant  of  the  nation,  and  a 
large  territory  is  even  at  prcfcnt  divided  into  caft  and  weft  Goth- 
land. During  the  middle  ages  (from  the  ninth  to  the  twelfth 
century)  whilft  Chriftianity  was  advancing  with  a  flow  progrcfs  into 
the  north,  the  Goths  and  the  Swedes  compofed  two  diftiniSt  and 
fometimes  hoftile  members  of  the  lime  monarchy  The  Utter  of 
thefe  two  names  has  prevailed  without  extinguKhing  the  ibrmer. 
The  Swedes,  who  might  well  be  iatuBed  with  their  own  fame  in 
arms,  have,  in  everj  age,  clumed  the  ancient  glory  of  die  Goths, 
In  a  moment  of  difcontcfnt  againft  the  court  of  Rome,  Charles  the 
Twelfth  infinuated,  that  his  vidorions  troops  were  not  degenerated 
~  from  their  brave  anceitors,  who  had  already  fubdued  the  miftrefs  of 
the  world*. 

Tin  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century,  a  celebrated  temple  fubfifled  R^iipion  of 
at  Upfal,  the  mod  confiderahle  town  of  the  Swedes  and  Goths.  It 
was  enriched  with  the  gold  which  the  Scandinavian*  had  acquired 
in  their  pyratical  adventures,  and  fandlified  by  the  uncouth  repre- 
fentations  of  the  three  principal  deities,  the  god  of  war,  the  goddefs 
of  generation,  and  the  god  of  thunder.  In  the  general  fcftlval> 
that  was  folemnizcd  every  ninth  year,  nine  animals  of  every  fpecica 
(without  excepting  the  human)  were  facrificcd,  and  their  bleeding 
bodies  fufpended  in  the  facrcd  grove  adjacent  to  the  temple  The 
only  traces  that  now  fubhft  of  this  barbaric  fupcrftition  are  con- 
tained in  the  £dda,  a  fyftem  of  mythology^  compikdia  Iceland  about 
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the  thirteenth  century,  and  ftudicd  by  the  learned  of  Denmark  aad 
Sweden,  as  the  moft  vahiable  remains  of  their  ancient  traditions. 

InAitution  KotwithflandinR  the  rnvficrious  obfcurity  of  the  Edda,  wc  can 
and  death  of  .  /  ' 

04)0.  eafdy  difl:in|;uiih  two  pcrfons  confounded  under  the  name  of  Odin  ; 

the  god  of  war,  and  the  great  legiOator  of  Scandinavia.  The  latter, 
the  Mahomet  of  the  noril),  inftituted  a  religion  adapted  to  the  climate 
and  to  the  people.  Numerous  tribes  on  cither  iidc  of  the  Baltic 
were  fubducd  by  the  invincible  valour  of  Odin,  by  his  perfiiafive 
eloquence,  and  by  the  fame,  which  he  acquired,  of  a  moil  (kilful 
magician.  The  fiuth  that  he  had  propagated  durmg  a  long  and 
profperoua  ltfe»  he  confirmed  by  a  Yoluntaiy  deadi.  Apprehenfive 
«f  the  tgoominious  approach' of  dtfeafe  and  infimuty*  he  reCblved  to 
C3tpire  ai  becanie  a  warriour.  In  a  fidemn  aflembly  of  the  Swedes 
and  Gotha,  he  wounded  himlelf  in  nine  mortal  places*  hafleniiig 
away  (as  he  afferted  with  his  dying  voice)  to  prepare  the  feaft  of 
heroes  in  the  palace  of  the  god  of  war 
Afwwbhbrt  The  native  and  proper  habitation  of  Odin»  is  diftinguifted  hj 
S^SSt  the  appeUatiott  of  As-gard.  The  happy  refembknoe  of  that  nam^ 
oSff"*'*  ^th  As-burg»  or  As-of  words  of  a  fimSUr  fignification,  has  gives 
fife  to  an  hiflorical  fyflem  of  fi>  pleafiog  a  contextme,  that  we  could, 
almoft  wifli  to  perfuade  ourfelves  of  its  truth.  It  is  fuppoled  that 
Odin  was  the  ehiefofa  tribe  of  barbaiiaas  which  dwelt  on  the  banks  of 
the  lake  Mseotis,  till  the  fall  of  Mithridates  and  the  arms  of  Pompej 
infflfrH  the  north  with  fervitude.  That  Odin,  yielding  with  in* 
dignaot  fury  to  a  power  which  he  was  unable  to  refii^  conducted 
his  tribe  from  the  frontiers  of  the  Afiatic  Sarmatia  into  Swcdena 
with  the  great  deiign  of  forming,  in  that  inaccefltble  retreat  of  free> 
dom,  a  religion  and  a  people,  whidi»  in  Ibme  remote  age,  might  bo 
iSbbfervient  to  his  immortal  revenge  ;  when  his  invincible  GoAs, 
armed  with  martial  fanaticifm,  fhould  iflue  in  numerous  fwarms 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Polar  ctrclcy  to  chaiiUie  the  op- 
pccffijrs  of  mankind 
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If  fo  many  fuccefiive  generations  of  Goths  were  capable  of  pre-  E"»ie'«'<<»n  cf 
fcrving  a  faint  tradition  of  their  Scandinavian  origin,  we  mufl  not  /  omScaodi- 
expe<fi,  from  luch  unlettered  barbarians,  any  dlRiiii^  account  of  the  proflu, 
time  and  circumftances  of  their  emigration.    To  crofs  the  Baltic 
was  an  cafy  and  natural  attempt.    The  inhabitants  of  Sweden  were 
xnaftcrs  of  a  fullicicnt  number  of  large  vcffcls,  with  oars  ",  and  the 
dillancc  is  little  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  Carllcroon  to  the 
nearcft  ports  of  Pomcraaia  and  Pruffia.  Here,  at  length,  we  land  on 
firm  and  hiftoric  ground.    At  leaft  as  early  as  the  Chriftian  aera  '*, 
and  as  late  as  the  age  of  the  Antonines  'S  the  Goths  were  edabliflied 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  Vifhila,  and  in  that  fertile  proyince,  where 
the  commercial  cities  of  ThorOtElbing,  Koningibergt  and  Dantzicfc» 
were  kog  «iterwacde  fbunded  '\    Weftward  of  ifie  Gothe>  the 
atuneront  tribes  ci  the  Vandals  iveic  (pcaA  along  the  baaks  of  the 
Oder,  and  the  fea  coaft  ci  Pomeraiua  and  Meddenburgh.  A  ftrifc* 
sag  refemblaoee  of  manners^  complexion,  rdigioo*  and  language, 
ttetaed  to  indicate  that  the  Vandals  and  the  Gk»thf  were  originally 
one  great  people       The  latter  appeur  to  have  been  fnbdividect 
into  Oftrogoths,  Vifigoths,  and  GejMdae  *'.   The  diftindion  among 
the  Vandals  waa  more  ftrongly  marked  by  the  independent  names 
of  Hemli,  Burgnndians,  Lombards,  and  a  variety  of  other  petty 
ftates,  many  of  which,  in  a  future  age*  expanded  them^ves  iativ 
powerfnl  monarchies. 

In  the  age  of  the'  Antonines,  the  Goths  were  ftill  (eated  m  From  PirgflMi 
Pruffia*  About  the  reign  of  Alexander  Sereros,  the  Roman  pro-  gknSm. 
-vince  of  Dacia  had  already  experienced  thdr  proximity  by  frequent 
and  deftru6UTe  inroads  In  this  interval  there&re^  of  about 
jfeventy  years,  we  muft  pUee  the  feoond  migration  of  the  Goths, 
from  the  Baltic  to  the  Euxine  ;  but  the  caufe  that  produced  it  lies 
concealed  among  the  various  fprings  of  adtion,  incident  to  unfettledi 
barbaiianB.  Either  a  peiUlence,  or  a  famine,  a^vidory,  or  a  defeat, 
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an  ondt  of  the  Gods*  or  the  eloquence  of  a  daring  leader,  were 
Sufficient  to  impd  the  Gothic  arms  on  the  milder  cUmatet  of  die 
firaih.  Befides  the  influence  of  a  martial  rdigion,  die  numbers 
and  {pint  of  the  Goths  were  equal  to  the  moft  dangerous  adTea- 
tures.  The  uft  of  round  bucklers  and  flunrt  fworda^  rendered 
them  Ibrmidable  in  a  dofe  engagement ;  the  manly  obedience 
which  they  yielded  to  hereditary  kings  gave  uncommon  unioa 
and  fiability  to  their  councils  **,  and  the  renowned  Amala,  the  hero 
of  that  age  and  the  tenth  anceftor  of  Theodoric,  king  of  Italy, 
enforced  by  the  afcendant  of  pcrfonal  merit,  the  prerogative  of 
his  birth,  which  he  derived  from  the  Anfes%  or  demigods  of  the 
Gothic  nation 

The  fame  of  a  great  enierprlfe  excited  the  braved  warriors  from 
c-eato ia  iu  all  the  Vandalic  ftates  of  Germany,  many  of  whom  are  fecn  a  few 
years  afterwards  combating  under  the  common  ftandard  of  the 
Goths  The  firft  motions  of  the  emigrants  carried  them  to  the 
banks  of  the  Prypec,  a  river  univerfally  conceived  by  the  ancients,  to 
be  the  fouthern  branch  of  the  Boryfthcncs  The  windings  of  that 
great  ilream  through  the  plains  of  Poland  and  Ruffia,  gave  a 
diredtion  to  their  line  of  march,  and  a  conftant  fupply  of  frcfh  wa- 
ter and  paflnrage  to  thdr  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  They  followed 
the  unknown  courfe  of  the  river,  confident  in  didr  valour,  and 
careleft  of  whatever  power  might  oppofe  their  progrels.  The 
Baftarnae  and  the  Venedi  were  the  firft  who  prefented  themielves; 
and  the  flower  of  their  youth,  either  from  choice  or  compulfioD* 
increafisd  the  Gothic  army.  The  Baftarns  dwelt  on  the  northern 
fide C(f  the  Carpathian  mountains}  the  immenfe  trad  of  land  that 
feperated  the  Baflarns  from  the  iavages  of  Finhmd,  was  filled* 
or  rather  wafted,  by  the  Venedi  :  we  have  Somt  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  firft  cf  thefe  nations,  which  didinguiflicd  itfelf  in  the 
Macedonian  war and  was  afterwards  divided  into  the  f(»midab]e 
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tribes  of  die  FMkuui  die  BoranU  die  Cu^  &e;  derived  ite  origiii  * 

fiooft  the  Gemans.  With  better  andum^*  a  Sermetiea  eKtiedjoD 

wtKf  be  effigned  t»  tbe  Veaedi*  mho  fcaderad  tbeeaftifei  lb  fiuemu 

in  die  mlddk  ages      But  the  OMufiifiea  of  Uood  mad  nutnoen  on  DiflinAwa  or 

Gcrnunt  tut 

that  doobtfiil  frontier,  often  perplexed  the  moft  accwaHe  ob-  SumiOmu 
ierrers".  As  die  CkMhs  ed«enced  nearer  di,e  Emiine  fte*  the^r 
encountered  e  purer  race  o£  Samatiansi  the  JazTgos*  die  Ahuut 
and  dut  iUndani;  and  diqr  ^Mie  profaablj  the  firft  Genniuis  ^rfao 

iaw  the  mondis  of  die  BoiTftheiies,  and  of  the  Tansts.  Jf  we 
iaqnice  into  die  charaderiftic  marks  of  the  people  of  Genneny  «id 
of  Sarmedaf  we  fhall  dlfcover  that  thofe  two  great  portions  of  humaa 
Jdad  Here  principally  diiKngoilhed  hf  fixed  huts  or  moveable 
-tents,  a  cloie  drefih  pr  flowing  garments,  by  the  marriage  of 
one  or  of  fereral  wives,  by  a  military  force,  coofifting,  for  the  mod 
part,  either  of  infantry  or  of  cavalry ;  and  above  all  by  the  ufe  of 
the  Teutonic,  or  of  the  Sclavonian  language  ;  the  laft  of  which  has 
been  diffufed  by  cooq^eft,  from  the  coofioee  qf  Italy  to  the  neigh- 
lx>urhood  of  Japan. 

The  Goths  were  now  in  polleflion  of  the  Ukraine,  a  country  of  Delcriptioaof 
confiderable  extent  and  uncommon  fertility,  interfered  with  navi- 
gable rivers,  which,  from  either  fide,  difcharge  themfelves  into  the 
•Boryfthenes ;  and  interfperfed  with  large  and  lofty  forcfts  of 
oaks.  The  plenty  of  game  and  fi(h,  the  innumerable  bee-hives, 
depofited  in  the  hollow  of  old  trees,  and  in  the  cayities  of  rocks,  and 
£>rming,  even  in  that  rude  age,  a  valuaUe  branch  of  commerce, 
fiae  of  the  catd^  (he  temperatute  of  the  air,  the  aptneA  of  the 
iaSa  for  every  fpectes  of  grain,  and  the  Imcnriancy  of  the  vegetation, 
all  difplayed  the  liberality  of  Natufe^  and  tempted  die  indnftry  of 
man  Bot  the  Goths  widiflood  alt  tiwfe  temptations,  and  Hill 
adhered  to  a  life  of  idlenels,  of  poeevty^  and  of  n^ne. 

The  Seythiatt  holds,  whinfa,  towards  dieeal^  bordered  on  the  new  The  Gotb, 
Mementsof  die  Godis,  prefemed  nodiing  to  dieir  arms,  cnoept  the  iCilli^^ 
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doubtful  chance  of  an  unprofitable  viOory.  Biit  the  profpea  of 
the  Roman  tenritonea  wai  hx  mote  alluring  ;  and  the  .^d»  of 
Dacia  were  covered  with  rich  harvefts>  &ma  by  the  hands  of  an  in- 
dtiftrious,  and  expofid  to  be  gathered  by  thofe  of  a  warlike,  people. 
•It  is  probablct  that  the  coaqueAs  of  Trajan,  maintained  by  bis  fu^ 
ceflbrs,  lefs  for  any  real  advantage,  than  for  ideal  dignity,  had 
.  contrUmied .  to.  weaken  the  empire  on  that  fide.  The  new  and  on- 
fettled  province  of  -Dacia, .  was  neither  fttong  enough  to  refill^  nor 
rich  enough  to  latiate,  the  xapacioufnels  of  the  barbarians.  As 
long  as  tbe  remote  banks  of  the  Niefter  were  confideced  .is  die 
boundary  of  die  Roman  power,  the  fortifications  of  the  Lower  Da- 
nube vrere  more  careleftly  guarded,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Mcfia 
lived  in  fuptne  fecurity,  fondly  concdviog  themfdves  at  an  .inae- 
ceffiUe  difianoe  from  any  barbarian  invadqra.  The.imiptifma  of 
the  GofSu,  under  the  reign  of  Philip,  fotally  oonvinoed  them  of 
didr  miflake.  The  king  or  leader  of  that  fierce  nation,,  traverftd 
-with  contempt  the  province  of  Dada,  and  pafled  both  the  Ntefidr 
and  the  Danube  without  encountering  any  oppofition  capable  «C 
retarding  his  progrefa*   The  relaxed  dil'cipline  of  the  Roman  troops, 
betrayed  the  mod  important  poHs,  vrhere  they  were  ftationed,  andtfae 
fear  of  deferved  punifhment  induced  great  numbers  of  thenar  tD 
inlift  nnder  the  Gothic  ftandard.    The  various  multitude  of  barba* 
rians  appeared,  at  length,  under  tlie  walls  of  Marcianopolis,  a 
city  built  by  Trajan  in  honour  of  his  fifter,  and  at  that  time  the 
capital  of  the  fccond  Maefia        The  inhabitants  were  glad  to  ran- 
fom  their  lives  and  property,  by  the  payment  of  a  large  fum  of 
.money,  and  the  invaders  retreated  back  into  their  deferls,  animated, 
rather  than  fatisfied,  with  the  iirft  fucccfs  of  their  arms  againil 
an  opulent  but  feeble  country.    Intelligence  was  loon  tranfmitted  to 
the  emperor  Dccius,  that  Cniva,  king  of  the  Goths,  bad  pafl'ed 
the  Danube  a  fccond  time,  with  more  conlidcrable  forces;  that 
his  numerous  detachments  fcattcred  devailation  over  tbe  province 
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of  Maefia*  whilft  the  main  body  of  the  army,  confifting  of  fcventy 

thoufand  Germans  and  Sarmalians,  a  force  equal  to  the  mod  daring 
atchtevcments,  required  the  prefence  of  the  Romaa  moaarcilt  and 

the  exertion  of  his  mihtary  power. 


approach  they  raifcd  the  fiegc,  but  with  a  defign  only  of  marching 
away  to  a  cooqueft  of  greater  unportancc*  the  iiege  of  Philippopolis, 
a  atf  of  'Tbrace>  IpmoM  by.  the  fatter  of  Alenoderj  near  the 
loot  of  mount  HaemiM  "«  Dednt  fblknwd  them  through  a  diffi- 
eult  country,  and  by  forced  mirchce ;  but  when  he  imagined  him- 
ftif  at  a  eoofideiable  diAniee  fiom  tbe  rear  df  the  Goths,  Gniva 
turned  ifiih  rapid  finy  on.  hit  porfiien.  .The.eampof  iheRomana 
was  fiirpriftd  and  ^Uaged,  and  for  the  firft  time,  their  empcfor  fled 
io  difinder  hefiMO  a  troop  of  half  armed  Isarbariaha.  After'  a 
kiqg  nSBunat,  PhiIippopolii»  deftiinte.  of  Ibcoodn  was  taktii  by 
florm. '  An  hmidted  tlM»)(aAd  polbnt  -are  reported-  td  .hii«e  been 
aaflaoed  ib  the  ficfc  of  that  great  city      Many  prtfimera  of  con- 
iis^nence  became  a  valuable  ao^^flion  to  the  -^poil,  and  Prifimt  a 
brother  of  the  late  lemperor  Philip,  blilflied  not  to  aflume  the 
purple  under  the  prote^ott  of  the  barbarous  enemies  of  Rome". 
The  time,  ho«eter«  Ctmfum^  in  that  tedious  (lege*  enabled  Decius 
to  revive  the  courage*  reflore  the  difcipHne,  and  recruit  the  number 
of  his  troops.    He  intercepted  feveral  parties  of  Carpi,  and  other 
OermanS)  who  were  hafte&ing  to  fharc  the  vidlory  of  their  country- 
men **,  intrufted  the  paffes  of  the  mountains  to  officers  of  approved 
valour  and  fidelity      repaired  and  ftrengthcncd  the  fortifications  of 
the  Danube,  and  exerted  his  utmoft  vigilance  to  oppofe  either  the 
progrefs  or  the  retreat  of  the  Goths.    Encouraged  by  the  return  of 
fortune,  he  anxioufly  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  retrieve,  by  a 
great  and  decifive  blow,  his  own  glory,  and  that  ,  of  the  Roman 
arms  **.  •         .  ■  '  • 
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D«ciui  re-        At  the  fame  time  wh«£~©cciiis  was  ftruggling  with  the  yiolcnce 

vivo  che  office  ' 

of  ccnfor  in     of  the  tcmpeft,  his  miml,  caira  and  deliberate  amidft  the  tumult  of 
clrVdki^.    war,  inveftigatcd  the  more  general  caufcs,  that>  fmce  the  age  of 
the  Antonines,  had  fo  impctuoully  urged  the  decline  of  the  Roman 
grcatncfs.    He  fooa  difcovercd,  that  it  was  impofTible  to  replace 
that  greatnefs  on  a  permanent  bafis,  without  reftoring  public  virtue^ 
ancient  principles  and  manners,  and  the  opprefTed  majefty  of  the 
laws.  To  execute  this  noble  but  arduous  defign,  he  firft  refolved  to* 
revive  the  obfoletc  office  of  cenfor;  an  office,  which,  as  long  as  it 
had  fubfiftcd  in  its  priftine  integrity,  had  fo  much  contributed  to  the 
perpetuity  of  the  ftate  '%  till  ic  was  uiurped  and  gradually  neglcded) 
by  the  Csefars       Cbnfciout  that  the'  finrour  of  the  Ibvereiga  may 
confer  power,  hot  that  the  dtocin  of  tHe  people  em  ainirlicftoir 
authority,  he  liibmitiei  the  ditfee  of  Ac  «mfar  to  tkr  vobitM 
zjitC^m        ^     ftaait.  Bf  their  mwDimoin  vMef»  or  raihap  acdaau^ 
*  tKMiti  Vikriui  who  nit  afinwardi  emperor,  and  who  tbea  femdE 
wKh  dlftiA6lioik  ui  cht  Many  of  DectM,  wAfr  >Mkicd  ttie  moA 
iPNMlhy  of  that  exilted  hottdiir.  Aa  foao  a*  fhe  dmte  of  tht  fimMr 
inB  tranfmitted  to  the  emperor,  he  aflfembled  *  great  eosncil  ifl* 
hia  cMip,  and  before  the  inveftltore  of  the  cenlbf  efed*  he  ^ppfizedf 
him  of  the  difficulty  and  iinporbuioe  of  his  great  offict; '  ^  Happy 
«•  Valerian,*'  laid  the  prince,  to  hi*  diftiilguiihed  fiibjc^  happy 
*•  hi  the  general  apprahation  of  di*  ieaate  and  of  the  Rottan  rc- 
**  pttblicl   Accept  the  oenibrfliip  of  mankind;  and  judge  of  bur 
manncrt.  Too  wiU  felad  thoie  i#ho  diicnpe  to  eontmne  men^ 

*  hers  of  the  iimatei  ym  will  iiAoie  the  equdbian  onin; to  iia 
ancient  fplendour ;  yon  will  improve  the  revenue,  yet  moderate  the 
public  burdens.  You  vriH  diMi^ifli  mio  reguhr  daSia  die 
various  and  infinite  maliiiade  bf  ditiaens»  and  aocniatfly  rerievr 

•  the  miliiary  ftrength*  th«r  wtslth,  the  einne,  and  dm'refiMuoca 
«•  nf  ftome.  Ye«f  Mfioos  Aatt  obirii  die  fi>ree  of  kiii^  The 
**  anny,  the  pakce,  die  miniflers  of  juftioe,  and  die  great  officers  of 
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**  the  empire,  are  all  fubjedt  to  your  tribunal.  None  are  exempted, 
•*  excepting  only  the  ordinary  confuls  the  praefedl  of  the  city, 
**  the  king  of  the  facrificcs,  and  (as  long  as  fhe  prcfcrves  her  cha- 
•*  ftity  inviolate)  the  eldeft  of  the  veftal  virgins.    Even  thefc  few^, 

who  may  not  dread  tlie  feverity,  will  anxioully  foUclt  theefteem- 
•*  of  the  Roman  cenfor  *°.** 

A  magiflrate,  invef^ed  with  fuch  exteofive  powers,  would  have  ap-  The  defign 
peued  not  fo  much  the  mioiAer  as  the  o^kague  of  his  ibvereiga  *\  ii^  wu^l^' 


VaJanan  juiUy  iteadtA  anjdevatiott  lb  full  of  mf  and 
UeitoddcAljr  mgfA  tkc  aiming  grcatoiftof  ifaetsuft,  hMoim  ia«. 
fcffideacy,  tmd tiha  iaoiMhto  corfapdon  of  the  ttofc  IfeavtliiUf. 
u^auMxed,  that  i|he  office  of  ceafor  wm  infeputablr  fiom  tkeimpe- 
»al«%irfcy,  awl  teth*  fddblo  liaaida  of  «         we  immqiuA 
ID  tho  iofport  cf  to  SmmaafesiMigfct  of  cant  and  of  pbwcr**. 
Hub  ippeaaduog  evcDt  of        taoa  fuft  aattdlotliepflolcciitiaiL^ 
of  »  pRQaft  l»  fpedout  tet  fi»  iaipMAkafales  and  whiift  itpptferitfd-: 
Vabriaa  fimn  the  daager,  laved-  iht  emiiotar  Daeius  from  the  di^ 
appoialroenr,  >fvhich  would  asoft  probably  liave  attokkd  it.  A  cciif^ 
fi)r  may  maintain,  be  can  nerer  refloce  the  morals  of  a  Aate.  Ix- 
M  iaipoftUe  for  fuch  a  magiilrate  to  exert  his  authoii^  with  beoe- 
Bt^  or -even  with  eScCt,  unfefs  he  is  fupported  by  a  quick  fei^  ofi^i^ 
boaoar  and  virtue  in  the  minds  of  the  people ;  by  a  decent  reve*- 
xence  for  the  pubHc  opinion,  and  by  a  train  of  ufeful  prejudices  com- 
bating on  the  fide  of  national  manners.    In  a  period  when  thefe* 
principles  are  annihilated,  the  cenforial  jurifdidlion  muft  cither  fink 
into  empty  pageantry,  or  be  converted  into  a  partial  inftrument  of 
vexatious  oppreflion**.    It  was  cafier  to  vanquiih  ihe  Goths,  than  to 
•radicate  the  public  vices ;  yet  even  in  the  firiL  at  theiie  entcrpciksy . 
Decius  loll  his  army  and  his  life. 

The  Goths  were  now,  on  every  fide,  furrounded  and  purfued  Dtfeaiand 
by  the  Roman  arms.  The  flower  of  their  troops  liad  perished  in  ciuiaodbii 
the  long  fiege  of  Fhilippopolis,  and  the  cxhauiled  country  CQitld  aa 
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longer  afford  fubliftence  for  the  remaining  multitude  of  licentious 
barbarians.    Reduced  to  this  extremity,  the  Goths  would  gladly 
have  purchafcd,  by  the  furrendcr  of  all  their  booty  and  prifoners, 
the  pernuffion  of  an  undifturbcd  retreat.    But  the  emperor,  confident 
of  vitflory,  and  rcfolving,  by  the  chaftifemcnt  of  thefe  invaders,  to 
flrike  a  falutary  terror  into  the  nations  of  the  North,  refufcd  to 
lii\en  to  any  terms  of  accommodation.    The  bigh-fpirited  barbarians 
'^  preferred  death  to  flavery.    An  obfcure  town  of  Maefia,  called 
Forum  Terebronii    was  tlie  Icene  ct  tbfl  battle.   Tfie  Gothic  army 
was  dzawn  up  ta  duee  Uiki«  and.  ettber  htm  dioiee  «r  acddeat, 
the  front  of  the  third  line  was  eovend  by  a  aoraft.  In  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  adioiii  the  fim  of  Dedw^'a  youth  of  the  iaicdl  hopes, 
and  already  aflbdated  to  the  honoufs  of  the  purple,  was  (lain  by  an 
tttow,  in  die  fight  of  bis  afflided  ftther ;  who  fummoning  all  his 
Ibrtitudeb  admooifiied  the  diiinayed  tioope*  that  the  lols  of  a  fingle' 
IbUier  was  of  litde  importance  to  the.  republic      The  ooofidk  was 
terrible  $  it  was  die  combat  of  dc^iair  againft  grief  and  nge.  The 
firll  line  of  dKOoths  at  lengdi  gave  way  in  diiofder;  the  febond, 
adwuMing  to  fiiAaia  it,  Shared  its  fate;  and  the  diiid  only  remained 
endrei  prepared  to  difpoie  the  pallage  of  the  morafi,  which  was 
imprudently  attempted  by  the  prefumplion  of  the  enemy.   '*  Here 
the  fortune  of  the  day  turned,  and  all  things  beesme  adferle  m  the 
Romans:  the  piece  deep  with  ooze,  finking  under  thofe  who  ftood, 
flippery  to  fuch  as  advanced ;  their  armour  heavy,  the  waters  deep.; 
(*  fior  could  they  wield  in  that  uneafy  fituation  their  weigh^  jave* 
*'  lins.    The  barbarians,  on  the  contrary,  were  enured  to  encounters 
"  in  the  bogs,  their  pcrfons  tall,  their  fpears  longt  fiach  as  could 
wound  at  a  diflance  *^»'  In  this  morafs  the  Roman  army,  after  an 
incflFedlual  ftruggle,  was  irrecoverably  loft ;  nor  could  the  body  of 
the  emperor  ever.be  found*'.   Such  was  the  £ite  of  Decius,  in  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  age ;  an  accompliihed  prince,  adlive  in  war,  and 
affisblc  in  peace     who,  together,  with  his  ibo,  has  deferved  to  be 
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compared,  both  in  life  and  deatht  with  the  brighteft  examples  of 
ancient  virtue*'. 

This  fatal  blow  bumbled,  for  a  very  little  time,  the  infolence  of  Eleftion  of 
the  legions.    They  appear  to  have  patiently  expedled,  and  fubmif-  a.  D.'sji.. 
lively  obeyed,  the  decree  of  the  fenatc,  which  regulated  the  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  throne.    From  a  juft  regard  for  tlie  memory  of  Decius, 
the  imperial  title  was  conferred  on  Hoftilianus,  his  only  furvivlng 
fon  ;  but  an  equal  rank,  with  more  effectual  power,  was  granted  to  f 
Callus,  whofe  experience  and  ability  feemed  equal  to  the  great  truft 
of  guardian  to  the  young  prince  and  the  diftnifled  empire  The 
fiift  oure  of  <the  oetr  emperor  was  to  ddiyer  the  Ulyrian  provincet  A,D,s5s. 
from  the  imalaiiUe  weight  of  the  vMkorioiM  Godu;  '  He  confented 
to  leave  in  thdr  haodt  the  rieh  fruits  of  their  iavafioiiy  an  immenle 
bootyt  and  whnt  was  ftill  moce  di^iacefuU  a  great  number  of  pri- 
foners  of  the  higheft  merit  and  quality.   He  plentifully  fupplied  gemM  of  ifc» 
their  camp  with  every  oouvemenqr  that  could  aflfuage  their  angry 
fpiritSt  or  facilitate  their  fi>  much  wifhed-fbr  departure ;  and  he  even 
pfomifid  10  pay  them  annually  a  large  fum  of  goldt  on  condition 
th^  {hould.  never  efter wards  inftA  the  Roman  territories  by  thdr 
incurfioos''. 

Itt'tbe  age  of  the  Sdpios»  the-  moft  opulent  ktQgs  of  tite.eftrth^  Gaiias  poi^ 
who  courted  die  pioietton  of  die  vifioridns  commonwealth,  were  ihcp^!* 
gratified  with  fnch  tiifling  preienu  as  could  only  dfthre  a  value  ftcal  I^^SHT 
the  hand  that  befiowed  than;  an  ivory  chair*  a  cowfe  garment  of 
purple,  an  inconfiderable  piece  of  plate,  or  a  quantity  of  copper 
ccnn After  the  w^ealth  of  nations  had  centered  in  Rome,  the 
emperors  difplayed  their  greatnefs,  and  even  their  policy,  by 'the 
r^ular  exercife  of  a  fteady  and  moderate  liberality  towards  the  allies 
of  the  ftate.    They  relieved  the  poverty  of  the  barbarians,  honoured 
their  merit,  and  recompenfed  their  fidelity.    1  hefe  voluntary  marks 
of  bounty  were  underdood  to  flow  not  from  the  fears,  but  merely 
firom  ibe  geoerofity  or  the  gratitude  of  tlie  Romans;  and  whWd 
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prefcnts  and  (ubfidies  were  lil>erally  diftrlbuted  among  friends  and 
fuppliants,  they  were  Hernly  rcfufcd  to  fuch  as  claimed  them  as  a 
debt  But  this  ftipulation  of  an  annual  payment  to  a  victorious 
enemy,  appeared  without  difguife  in  the  light  of  an  ignominious 
sPepnUrdif-  tribute;  the  minds  of  the  Romans  were  not  yet  accuftomed 
to  accept  fuch  unequal  laws  from  a  tribe  of  barbarians  ;  and  the 
prince,  who  by  a  neceflary  conceffion  had  probably  faved  his 
.country,  became  the  objed:  of  the  general  contempt  and  avcrfion. 
T!ie  death  of  HofttUanus,  though  it  faaf^jcoed  in  the  midl\  of  a 
-raging  peftilcncc,  was  interpreted  as  the  perfonal  crime  of 
'Gallus**;  and  even  the  defeat  of  the  late  emperor  was  afcribed 
by  the  voice  of  fofpicion  to  the  perfidious  cottnfds  of  his  hated  fuc- 
.«eflbr  TlMttUH|«i]lit7  wiiifli  die  flnpire  eojoyed  dyang  Ike  liift 
fear  d£  Wit  efamiiiniioa'*,  lerved  nrtfaer  «o  iiAme  tfan  t9  ap- 
fedcAte^Uic  4ilboiiteiits  aii4>  m  fiMO  m  ihc  apprdwtnfiani  of 
'W  wete  fflMBvedf  Uie  infimy  -of  4w  'pMce  wn  uuuc  dnply  end 

But  die  Robuum  were  irnMedto  afiSUHghendtgnf^  mtea  thef 
ifesTCKdilutt  Uiej  lud  oot  even  iimmd  iheir 
lA.  J>.  S53.  expenoe  of  Adr  honour.  The  dangerous  Jedret  of  the  wddi  and 
iseafcneft  of  the  ew>pfe>had  been  repealed  to  titeiiiorhL  Nevfwanns 
flf ^aiUiMM*  fiwwwiyid  h^  AefiMcels»aadaoc  soMceiviiiglheaiielfei 
booad  bydK^Aiigadon  of  dieir  bcedtreni  spread  devaftation  duough 
tfielllyriaaprovinoes,  and  terror  as  far  as  die  gates  of  Rome.  The 
defenoe  of  diemooaithy,  whidi  feemed  abandoned  bjr  the  pufillanU 
inous  empenrt  affmned  by  iEmilianns,  governor  of  Vuaxuum 
and  MzHa;  who  Tallied  the  fcattered  forces,  and  icvhred  die£uttt« 
Jng  fpirits  of  the  troops.  The  barbarians  were  unexpedledly  at* 
«acked«  routed,  chaccd,  and  purfued  beyond  the  Danube.  The  vic« 
torious  leader  diftributed  as  a  dona  tire  the  money  col  levied  for  the 
tribute,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  foldiers  proclaimed  him  emperor 
oiitbe  field  4if  battle      GaUus>  who*  caielcft  of  the  general  wd** 
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fare,  indulged  himfclf  in  the  pleafures  of  Italy,  was  almoft  in  the 
fame  inftant  informed  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  revolt,  and  of  the  rapid 
approach  of  his  afpiring  lieutenant.    ?Ic  advanced  to  meet  him  as 
far  as  the  plains  of  Spoleto.    When  the  armies  came  in  fight  of  each 
other,  the  foldiers  of  Gallus  cc^mpared  the  ignominious  condudl  of 
their  fovcrcign  with  the  glory  of  his  rival.     They  admired  the 
valour  of  jttnilianus ;  lliey  were  attradlcd  by  his  liberality,  for  he 
offered  a  confidcrable  increafe  of  pay  to  all  deferters       The  mur-  Galliuab«»» 
der  of  Gallus,  and  of  his  Ton  Volufianus,  put  an  end  to  the  civil  fla  n, 
war ;  and  the  fenate  gave  a  legal  lan€tioii  to  the  rights  of  conqueft.  tiMy.'  "^^ 
The  letters  of  iEmiliaoua  to  diat  aflembiy,  were  a  mixture  of  mode- 
ration  and  ^nitf.   Heafliired  them>  that  he  ihould  refign  to  their 
wifdom  the  dvil  adminiftratioo  1  and  cootenttng  bimfelf  with  the 
quality  of  thdr  general,  would  io  a  Ihort  time  affert  the  glory  of 
Romei  and  'delirer  the  empire  from  all  the  barbarians  both  of  the. 
North  and  of  the  Baft  *K   His  pride  was  Battered  by  the  applaule  of 
the  feoate;  and  medals  are  ftill  extant*  reprefenting  him  with  the  name 
and'attributes  of  Hercules  the  Vidfcor,  and  of  Mars  the  Avenger  **. 

If  the  new  monarch  pofleffed  the  abilities,  he  wanted  the  Vakrinrc^ 
time,  neceflary  to  fulfil  thefe  fplendid  promifes.    Lefs  than  four  deain/caU 
months  intervened  between  his  victory  and  his  fall*'.    He  had  jjJ^JIJ^i^^' 
vanquidied  Gallus  :  he  funk  under  the  weight  of  a  competitor  more 
Ibrmidable  than  Gallus.     That  unfortunate  prince  had  fent  Vale^ 
rian,  already  diftinguilhed  by  the  honourable  title  of  cenfor,  to  bring 
the  legions  of  Gaul  and  Germany*'  to  his  aid.    V;ilcrian  executed 
that  commiflion  with  zeal  and  fidelity  ;  and  as  he  arrived  too  late 
to  favc  his  fovercign,  he  refolved  to  revenge  him.    The  troops  of 
iCmilianus,  who  ftill  lay  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Spoleto,  were 
awed  by  the  fandity  of  his  character,  but  much  more  by  the  fupe- 
rior  ftrength  of  his  army  ;  and  as  they  were  now  become  as  inca- 
pable of  pcrfonal  attachment  as  they  had  always  been  of  confti- 
tutional  principle,  they  readily  imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  a.  D.  253. 
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a  prince  who  l"o  lately  liad  been  the  objcd  of  their  partial  choice* 
The  guilt  was  theirs,  but  the  advantage  uf  it  was  Valerian's;  who 
obtained  the  polTeinon  of  the  throne  by  the  means  indeed  of  a  civil 
war,  hut  with  a  degree  of  innocence  fingular  in  that  age  of  revo- 
lutions ;  fince  he  owed  neither  gratitude  nor  allegtaace  to  hU  pre* 
deceflbr,  whon\  he  dethroned. 
CbanQerof       Valerian  was  about  fixty  years  of  age  '  when  he  was  inverted 
ValMiH*      yff\i\i  the  purple,  not  by  the  caprice  of  the  populace,  or  the  cla- 
mours of  the  army,  but  by  the  unanimous  Toice  of  the  Roman 
world.  In  hts  gradual  afeenrdirough  the  lumoitn  of  tbe  ftatei  he 
kad  deferred  the  favour  of  virdiont  princest  unA  had  decUred  hitn^ 
lelf  the  enemy  of  tyrants His  noble  birth*  hit  mild  but  unble- 
miihed  mamiers*  lus  learning,  prudence,  and  experience,  were  re* 
irered  by  the  fenate  and  people ;  and  if  mankind  (according  to  the 
ebfervatioa  of  an  andent  writer)  had  been  left  at  liberty  to  chufe  a 
mafler,  thdr  chdce  would  noft  afiisredly  have  &Uen  on  Valerian 
Feihapa  die  merit  of  this  emperor  waa  inade«^te  to  faia  reputation  ; 
perhaps  his  abilities,  or  at  leaA  bis  fpirtt,  were  affefted  by  the  lan« 
guor  and  coldnefs  of  old  age.    Perhaps  the  emergency  of  the  times 
demanded  the  talents  of  a  foldicff,  as  well  as  the  virtues  of  a  cenfoir. 
Gcftcnl  miC-  But  the  whole  reign  of  Valerian,  which  together  with  that  of  Gal-* 
ihani^of  lienus,  his  Ibn,  his  afTociate'^  and  his  fucceflTor,  lailed  fifteen  years, 
gSJIu was  one  uninterrupted  period  of  coofufion  and  calamity.    As  the 
»68?'  R'^D^"*"  empire  was  at  the  fame  time,  and  on  every  fide,  attacked  by 

tlic  blind  fury  of  foreign  Invaders,  and  the  wild  ambition  of  do- 
meilic  ufurpcrs»  we-fliall  confult  order  and  pcrfpicuity,  by  purfu- 
in:j,  not  fo  much  the  doubtful  arrangement  of  dates,  as  the  nH>re 
natural  diftribution  of  fubjecls.  The  moft  dangerous  enemies  dT 
|iu«!u2iofih«  Rome,  during  the  reigns  of  Valerian  and  Gallienus,  were,  i.  The 
btfbaiiiiH.^    Franks.    2.  The  Alenianni.        The  Goths ;  and,  4.  The  Perfians. 

Under  thefc  general  appellations,  we  may  comprehend  the  adven- 
tures of  lefs  coufiderablc  tribes,  wbofi:  oblcure  and  uncouth  name& 
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vrould  only  fetre  to  opprefs  the  meraorj  and  perplex  the  attention 

of  the  reader. 

I.  As  the  pofterity  of  the  Franks  compofe  one  of  ihe  greatefl:  and  Origin  and 
mofl:  enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  the  powers  of  learning  and  ofUiet'iaoln* 
ingenuity  have  been  exhaufted  in  the  difcovery  of  their  iinleuered 
anccftore.  To  the  tales  of  credulity,  have  fuccccdcd  the  rytlcms  o'c 
fancy.  Every  pafTage  has  been  fifted,  every  <pot  Ik;s  been  rurvcyed> 
that  might  poflibly  reveal  fomc  faint  traces  of  their  origin.  It  has 
been  fuppofcd,  that  Fannonia'  ',  that  Gaul,  that  the  northern  parts 
ot  GcriTiany gave  birth  to  that  celebrated  colony  of  warriors. 
At  length  the  moft  rational  critics,  rcjedlinj:;  the  fictitious  emigra- 
tions of  ideal  conquerors,  have  acquiefced  in  a  fcntiment  whofe  fim- 
plicity  pcrluades  us  of  its  truth  They  fuppofe,  that  about  the  year 
two  hundred  and  forty"',  a  new  confederacy  was  formed  under  the 
name  of  Franks,  by  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  Lower  Rhine  and  the 
Wefcr.  The  prclcnt  circle  of  Weftphalia,  the  Landgraviate  of 
HefTe,  and  the  dutchics  of  Brunfwick  and  Luneburgh,  were  the 
ancient  feat  of  the  Chauci,  who,  in  their  inaccenible  morafTcs, 
defied  the  Roman  arms  ;  of  the  Cherufci,  proud  of  the  fame 
of  Arminius;  of  the  Catti,  formidable  by  their  firm  and  intrepid 
infantry,  and  of  feveral  other  tribes  of  inferior  power  and  re- 
nown The  love  of  liberty  was  the  ruling  paffion  of  thefe 
Germans ;  the  enjoyment  of  it  their  bcft  treafure ;  the  word  that 
cxpreifed  that  enjoyment,  the  moft  pleafing  to  their  ear.  They 
deferved,  they  affumed,  they  maintained  the  honourable  epithet  of 
Fianka  or  Fieemen ;  which  concealed,  though  it  did  not«xtiDgui(h, 
the  peculiar  namci  of  the  fereraliUtes  of  the  coo&derac^".  Tacit 
coofent)  and  matsal  advantage,  didated  the  firft  kws  of  the  union  $ 
it  «ae  giaduaHf  cemented  by  hatnt  and  experience;  The  league  of 
.the  Franks  may  admit  of  Ibme  eomparifim  with  the  Helvetic  body ; 
in  which  every  canton,  retaining  its  independent  fovercignty,  con* 
fttlu  with  its .  hrediren  in  the  common  caufe«  without  acknow- 
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ledging  any  fuprcme  head,  or  rcprefentative  aflcrably  But  th« 
principle  of  the  two  confederacies  was  extremely  different.  A  peace 
of  two  hundred  years  has  rewarded  the  wii'c  and  honeft  policy 
of  the  Swifs.  An  inconllant  fpirit,  the  thirfl  of  rapine,  and  a  difre- 
gard  to  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  dilgraccd  the  charadcr  of  the  Franks, 
invade  The  Romans  had  long  experienced  the  daring  valour  of  the 
**  people  of  Lower  Germany.  Their  united  ftrength  threatened  Gaul 
"with  a  more  formidable  invafion,  and  required  the  prefencc  of 
Gallienus,  the  heir  and  colleague  of  imj-vcrial  power''.  Whilft  that 
prince,  and  his  infant  Ton,  Saloninus,  diiplayed  in  the  court  of 
Treves,  the  majefty  of  the  empire,  its  armies  were  ably  conduced 
by  their  general  Pofthumus,  who,  though  he  afterwards  betrayed  the 
family  of  Valenan».  wm-  ever  faithful-  to  the  great  intereft  of  the 
monarchy.  The  tseacheraui  language  of  panegyrics  mid  medals, 
darkly  aDnounces  a  long  feries  of  Tidones.  Trophies  and  titles 
atteft  (if  fuch  evidence  can  atteft)  the  fame  of  Pofthumus,  who  is 
sepeatedly  ftylcd  The  conqueror  of  the  Germanat  and  the  &viouf 
of  Gaul '•^ 

nuuge  spab.  But  a  fingle  fad,  the  (miy  one  indeed'of  whiich  we  have  any  dif^ 
tind  knowledge,  erafes,  in  a  great  meafure,  theTe  monuments  of 
vanitf  and  adulation.  The  Rhine,  though  dignified  with  the 
title  of  Safe-gnafd  of  the  provinces,  was  an^  imperfed  barrier 
againft  the  daring  fpirit  of  enterprife  with,  which  the  Franks  were 
adoated.  Their  sapid  devaftations  ftretched  from^  the  river  to  the 
foot  of  the  Pyrenees :  nor  were  they  ftojqped  by  thofe  mountains. 
Spain,  which- had  never  dreaded,  was  unable  to  refift,  the  inroads  of 
the  Germans.  During  twelve  years,  the  greateft  part  of  the  reign  of 
Gallienus,  that  opulent  country  was  the  theatre  of  unequal  and 
deftrudive  hoftilities.  Tarragona,  the  flooridiing  capital  of  a  peaoer 
ful  province,,  was  iacked.  and  almoft  deftroyed and  ib  late  as 
the  days- of  Orofios,  who  wrote  in  the  fifth  century,  wretched  ooi^- 
tages,  fcattered.  amidft  the  ruins  of  magnificent  cities,,  flill  recorded 
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lite-  rage  of  the  barbarians        When  tlie  cxhaufted  country  no  jJjS^ 

lonj^cr  fupplied  a  variety  of  plunder*  the  Franks  fcizcd  on  (bme 

velTels  in  the  ports  of  Spaia*%  and  tranfported  theinfclvcs  into 

Mauritania.    The  diflant  province  was  aftoniihed  with  the  fury  of 

thefe  barbaiianSy  who  fecmed  to  fall  from  a  new  world,  as  their 

name,  manners*  and  complexiont  were  eqjoallj  uoknown  on  the 

coaft  of  Africa  ' 

II.  In  that  part  of  Upper  Saxony  beyond  the  Elbe,  which  is  at  0"g'" 

.   '    .  .  ,        »*nown  of 

prcfent  called  tlie  Marquifatc  ot  Lulate,  there  cxiftcd,  in  ancient  tbeSnetL 

times,  a  facred  wood,  the  awful  feat  of  the  fuperftition  of  the 
Suevi.  None  were  permitted  to  enter  the  holy  precincls,  without 
confeffing,  by  their  lervile  bonds  and  fuppliant  pofture,  the  imme- 
diate prefence  of  the  fovereign  Deity  Patriotifm  contributed  as 
well  as  dcvoiion  to  confecrate  the  Sonnenwald,  or  wood  of  the  Sem- 
nones  It  was  univerfally  believed,  that  the  nation  had  received 
its  firfl  cxiftence  on  that  facred  fpot.  At  ftated  periods,  the 
numerous  tribes  who  gloried  in  the  Suevic  blood,  reforted  thither 
by  their  ambafladors ;  and  the  memory  of  their  common  extradion 
was  perpetuated  by  Barbaric  rites  and  human  facrifices.  The  wide 
extended  name  of  Sucvi  filled  the  interior  countries  of  Germany, 
from  the  banks  of  the  Oder  to  thofe  of  the  Danube.  They  were 
diftingnifhed  from  the  other  Germans  by  their  peculiar  mode  of 
drefling  their  long  hair,  which  they  gathered  into  a  rude  knot  on 
the  crown  of  the  head  ;  and  they  delighted  in  an  ornament  tliat 
(hewed  their  ranks  more  lofty  and  terrible  in  the  eyes  of  the  ene- 
raj-**»  Jealous,  as  the  Germans  were,  of  military  renown,  they 
all  confefled  tlie fvperior  valour  of  the  Suevi ;  and  the  tribes  of  the 
Ufipetes  and  TenAerij  wlio»with>a-  vaft  army  encoontered  the  dilator 
Gaeiar*  declared  that  they  efteemed  it  not  a-  dI%raoe:  to-  have  fled 
Mnrea  people,,  to  whoTe  anni  tlie  ifflmoftal  goda  theinfelve8.were' 
vnequal'**. 
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A  mixed  body  j^j  rci^n  of  the  cmpcror  Caracalla,  an  innumerable  fwarm  of 
fumethtoame  Suevi  aiipearcd  on  the  banks  of  the  Mcin,  and  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood  of  the  Roman  provinces,  in  qucft  cither  of  food,  of  plunder, 
or  of  glory  The  hafiv  army  of  volunteers  gradually  coalcfccd 
into  a  great  and  permanent  nation  ;  and,  as  it  was  compofcd  from 
fo  many  different  tribes,  afiumed  the  name  of  Alcmanni,  or  All- 
jficn  ;  to  denote  at  once  their  various  lineage,  and  their  common 
bravery  The  latter  was  fion  felt  by  the  Romans  in  many  a 
hoftile  inroad.  The  Alem;inni  fou;7ht  chiefly  on  horfcback;  but  their 
cavalry  was  rendered  llill  more  formidable  by  a  mixture  of  light 
infantry,  ftlecfled  from  the  braveft  and  moll  adlive  of  the  youth, 
whom  fre(jucnt  cxercife  had  enured  to  accompany  the  horfemcn  in 
the  longed  march,  the  moll  furious  charge,  or  the  mod  precipitate 
retreat  *\ 

Midltt^"'^  This  warlike  people  of  Germans  had  been  aftonifhcd  by  the  im- 
menfc  preparations  of  Alexander  Scvcrut  ,  they  were  dilmayed  by  the 
arms  of  his  fucceflbr,  a  barbarian  equal  in  valour  and  fiercenefs  to 
themfelvcs.  But  ftill  hovering  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  they 
increafed  the  general  diforder  that  enfued  after  the  death  of  Deciu6> 
They  infliQed  fevere  wounds  on  the  rich  provinces  of  Gaul  :  they 
were  the  firft  who  removed  the  Tcil  that  covered  the  feeble  majefty 
of  Italy.  A  Domerous  body  of  the  Alemanni  peoettrnted  Acroft  the 
D«nube»  and  through  the  Rhaetian  Alps,  into  the  platna  of  Loin- 
hardy,  advanced  as  far  as  Ravenna*  and  difplayed  the  vidonoua 
banners  of  barbarians,  almoft  in  fight  of  Rome  **•  The  tnfult  and 
the  danger  rekindled  in  the  fenate  fome  fparkt  of  thdr  ancient 
virtue*  Both  the  emperort  were  engaged  in  f»t  diftant  wars,  Vale- 
rian in  the  eaft^  and  Gallienus  on  the  Rhine.   All  the  hopes  and 

are  re  oiled    refixirces  of  the  Romans,  wero  in  themfelves.   In  this  emeigency, 

from  k  inic  o       y , 

by  the  fenate  the  fenatOTB  refiimed  the  defence  of  the  republic,  drew  out  the 

And  people* 

Praetorian  guards,  who  had  been  left  to  garrifon  the  capital,  and 

filled 
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filled  up  their  numbers,  hy  inliRing  into  the  puUic  ferTice>  the 
ftouteft  and  moft  willing  of  the  Piebeiant.  The  Alemannii  afto» 
nilhed  with  the  fudden  appearance  of  an  army  more  numerous  than 
their  own,  retired  into  Germany,  laden  with  fpoii ;  and  their  retreat 

was  cfteemcd  as  a  vidory  by  the  unwarlike  Romans 

When  Gallienus  received  the  intelligence  that  his  capital  was  dc-  Thefenttew 

cx'-'tuded  hf 

llvcred  from  the  barbarians,  he  was  much  lefs  delighted,  than  alarmed,  GiIlicBw 
With  the  courage  oi  the  Icnatc,  hncc  it  miglit  one  day  prompt  them  uryfinkt. 
to  refcue  the  republic  from  dnmcllic  tyranny,  as  well  as  from  foreign 
invafion.    His  timid  intnMi  tuclo  was  publilhed  to  his  fubjc^l?,  in 
an  edic.^  which  prohibited  the  icnators  from  cxercifing  any  military 
employment,  and  even  from  approaching  the  camps  of  the  legions.  .  ' 

But  his  fears  were  groundld's.  The  rich  and  luxurious  nobleSf 
finking  into  their  natural  chara(fl:er,  accepted,  as  a  favour,  this  d'\{~ 
graceful  exemption  from  military  fervice;  and  as  long  as  they  were 
indulged  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  baths,  their  theatres,  and  their 
villas  ;  they  cheerfully  refigucd  the  more  dangerous  cares  of  em- 
pire, to  the  rough  hands  of  jieafants  and  foldicrs  " 

Another  invafion  of  the  Alcmanni,  of  a  more  formidable  afpe 51:,  Gallienw 

*  contrafls  an 

but  more  glorious  event,  is  mentioned  by  a  writer  of  the  lower  em-  aliiiince wiib 

theAkmaiK* 

pire.  Three  hundred  th oulaiul  of  that  warlike  people  are  faid  to 
have  been  vanquinicd,  in  a  battle  near  Milan,  by  Gallienus  in  pcr- 
fon,  at  the  hc.\J  of  only  ten  ilioufand  Romans  We  may  how- 
ever, with  great  probability,  afcribe  this  incredible  vidlory,  cither  to 
the  credulity  of  the  hiftorian,  or  to  fume  exaggerated  exploits  of  one 
of  the  emperor*s  lieutenants.  It  was  hy  arms  of  a  -very  dilTerent 
nature,  that  GalHenus  endeavoured  to  proted  Italy  from  the  fury  <^ 
the  .Germans.  He  efpoufed  Pipa  the  daoghter  of  a  king  of  the 
Mareomanniy  a  Suevic  tribe,  which  was  often  conlbtiaded  with  the 
Alemanni  in  thdr  wars  and  conquefts  **.  To  the  father,  as  the 
price  of  his  alliance,  he  granted  an  ample  fettlement  in  Panaonia. 
The  natiTe  charms  of  unpoliihed  beauty  &em  lo  have  fixed  the 

daughter 
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daughter  ia  the  affeftlons  of  the  inconflant  emperor,  and  the  bands 
of  policy  were  more  firmly  connected  by  tboTe  of  love.  But  the 
haughty  prejudice  of  Rome  ftill  refufed  the  name  of  marriage,  to 
the  profane  mixture  of  a  citizen  and  a  barbarian  ;  and  has  Aigmatized 
the  German  piinceis  with  the  opprobrious  title  of  coacubtae  of  Gal- 
licnus 

GflSl*  ^^^*         ^^^^^  already  traced  the  emigration  of  the  Goihs  from 

Scandinavia,  or  at  leaft  from  Pruflia,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bory- 
fthenes,  and  have  followed  their  victorious  arms  from  the  Boryfthenes, 
to  the  Danube.    Under  the  reigns  of  Valerian  and  Gallienus  the 
frontier  of  the  laft  mentioned  river  was  perpetually  infefled  by 
the  inroads  of  Germans  and  Sarmatians  ;  but  it  was  defended  by 
the  Romans  with  more  than  ufual  firmnefs  and  fucccfs.    The  pro- 
vinces that  were  the  feat  of  war,  recruited  the  armies  of  Rome  with 
an  iDOchauffible  fupply  of  haxdj  (bldiers ;  and  more  than  one  of 
thefe  Uljrian  peaianle  attained  the  ftaticn,  and  difplayed  the  abi- 
lUiea,  of  a  general.   Though  flying  parties  of  the  barbarUnt,  who 
jnceflantly  hovered  on  the  banln  of  the  Danube,  penetiated  fome- 
timea  to  the  confines  of  Italy  and  Macedonia  ;  thdr  progrds  vrat 
oommonly  checlndy  or  their  return  intercepted,  by  the  imperial 
lietttenant»*\   But  the  great  fiream  of  the  Gothic  hoftilities  was 
diverted  into  a  very  diffinent  diannel.  The  Goths,  in  theur  new 
fetdement  of  the  Ukraine,  foon  became  mafters  <^  the  northern 
ooaft  of  the  Euxine :  to  the  fouth  of  that  inland  fisa,  were  fituatid 
the  (oft  and  wealthy  provinces  of  Afia  Min<M>,  which  poflelled  all 
that  could  attrad,  and  nothing  that  could  refill,  a  barbarian  con- 
queror. 

ConqacR  of      The  bauks  of  die  Boryfthenes  are  only  fixty  miles  diftant  from 

the  Boi|ihar  js  ' 

bythiGadu.  the  narrow  entrance    of  the  peninfula  of  Grim  Tartary,  known  to 
the  ancients  under  the  name  of  Cherfbnefus  Taurica  **.  -  On  that 
inhofpitable  Ihore,  Euripides,  embdlifliing  with  exquifite  art  the  tales 
of  antiquity,  has  placed  the  fcene  of  one  of  his  moft  affeding  trage- 
dies* 
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diet  ^,  The  bloo^  ftenficet  of  Dkna,  the  arrival  of  Oreftes  and 
PyUdes,  and  the  triumph  of  virtue  and  religion  over  lavage  fierce- 
ncfs,  ferve  to  reprefent  an  hiflorical  truth«  that  the  Taurii  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  peninfula,  were,  in  feme  degree,  reclaimed 
fton  their  brutal  manners,  by  a  gradual  intercourfe  witb  the  Gre- 
cian colonies,  which  fettled  along  the  maritime  coaft.  The  little 
kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  whole  capital  was  fituated  on  the  Straits» 
through  which  the  Msotis  communicates  itfelf  to  the  Euxine,  was, 
compofed  of  degenerate  Greeks,  and  half-civilized  barbarians.  It 
fubfiftcd,  as  an  independent  ftate,  from  the  time  of  the  Peloponnefian 
war  was  at  hli  fwallowcd  up  by  the  ambition  of  the  Mi- 
thrldatcs  and,  with  the  reft  of  his  dominions,  funk  under  the 
weight  of  the  Roman  arms.  From  the  reign  of  Augufius  the 
kings  of  Bofphorus  were  the  humble,  but  not  ufelefs,  allies  of  the 
empire.  By  prcfcnts,  by  arms,  and  by  a  (light  fortification  drawn 
acrofs  the  Ifthmus,  they  cffedualiy  guarded  againft  the  roving 
plunderers  of  Sarmatia,  the  accefs  of  a  country,  which,  from  its 
peculiar  fituation  and  convenient  harbours,  commanded  the  Euxine 
fea  and  Afla  Minor  As  long  as  the  fcepter  was  poflefled  by  a 
lineal  fucceflion  of  kings,  they  acquitted  themfelvea  of  their  impor- 
tant charge  with  vigilaace  and  fuccefs.  Domeftic  fadions*  and  the 
fears,  or  {nivate  intereftj  of  oUcore  ufurpers,  who  frized  on  the 
vacant  tbronci  admitted  the  Gotha  into  the  heart  of  Bolphoms* 
With  the  aoquifition  of  a  foperfluous  wafie  of  ferUle  fini,  the  con- 
querors obtained  the  command  of  a  naval  force*  fuffident  lo  tranf- 
port  their  anniea  to  the  ooaft  of  Afia'**.  The  fliipt  ufed  in  the  who  acquire 
navigation  of  the  Euxine  were  of  a  very  fingular  oonftrn£hon. 
They  were  flight  flat-hottomed  barks  framed  of  timber  only,  with- 
out the  leaft  nuxture  of  iron,  and  oocafionally  covered  with  a 
ihelving  roof,  on  the  appearance  of  a  tempeft  '**•  In  thefe  floating 
boules,  the  Goths  carelefUy  trufted  themfelvea  to  the  mercy  of  aa 
unknown  fea*  under  the  condu^  of  fiulors  prefled  into  the  fervice^ 
Vol,  h  Mm  and 
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and  wbofe  {kill  and  fidelity  were  equally  fuipcioua.  But  the  hopes 
of  plunder  had  banifhed  every  idea  of  dangcTi  and  a  natural  fear- 
leflhefs  of  temper,  fupplied  in  their  minds  the  more  rational  confideilcei 

which  is  the  juft  refult  of  knowTcdge  and  experience.  Warriors  of 
fucb  a  daring  fpirit,  muft  have  often  murmured  againflthc  cowardice 
of  their  guides,  who  required  the  ftrongeft  afluranccs  of  a  fettled 
calm,  before  they  would  venture  to  embark  ;  and  would  fcarcely 
ever  be  tempted  to  lofc  fight  of  the  land.  Such,  at  leaft,  is  the 
pra6\icc  of  the  modern  Turks  and  they  are  probably  not  in- 
ferior, in  the  art  of  navigation*  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Bof- 
pborus. 

The  fleet  of  the  Goths,  leaving  the  coafl  of  Circaflia  on  the  left 
thcGoifcs.     hand,  firft  appeared  before  Pityus        the  utmoft  limits  of  the  Ro- 
man provinces ;  a  city  provided  with  a  convenient  port,  and  forti- 
fied with  a  ftrong  wall.    Here  they  met  with  a  refiftance  more  ob- 
frinatc  than  they  had  reafon  to  expect  from  the  feeble  garrifon  of  a 
diftant  fortrefs.    They  were  repulfcd  ;  and  their  difappointment 
fecmcd  to  diminidi  the  terror  of  the  Gothic  name.    As  long  as 
Succeflianus,  an  officer  of  fuperior  rank  and  merit,  defended  that 
frontier,  all  their  eftorts  were  incffcdual ;  Init  as  foon  as  he  was 
removed  by  Valerian  to  a  more  honourable  but  IcCs  important 
ftation,  they  refumed  the  attack  of  Pityus  ;  and,  by  the  deftruction 
of  that  city,  obliterated  the  memory  of  their  former  difgrace 
TheG.'t^i        Circling  round  the  caflern   extremity  of  the  Euxinc  fea,  the 
ukcTre-i.^  navigation  from  Pityus   to  Trebizond  is  about  three  hundred 
miles        The  courfe  of  the  Goths  carried  thern  in  fight  of  the 
country  of  Colchis,  fo  famous  by  the  expedition  of  the  Argo- 
nauts ;  and  they  even  attempted,  though  without  fiiocefs,  to  pillage 
a  rich  temple  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Pbafis.   Trebizond,  cele* 
brated  in  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thoufaad,  as  an  ancicvit  colony  of 
Greeks'",  denTed  its  wealth  and  fpleodor  from  die  munificence  of 
the  emperor  Hadrian,  who  had  conftruOed  an  artificial  port  on  a 
2  coaft 
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cOaft  left  deftitute  by  nature  of  fccurc  harbours  The  city  was 
large  and  populous ;  a  double  cnclofurc  of  walls  fccmcd  to  defy  the 
fury  of  the  Goths,  and  the  ufual  garrilon  had  been  Arcngthcncd  by  a 
reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand  men.  But  there  are  not  any  advan- 
tages capable  of  fupplying  the  abfence  of  difcipline  and  vigilance.  .  ; 
The  numerous  garrifoii  of  Trebizond,  diirolvcd  in  riot  and  luxury, 
difdained  toward  their  impregnable  fortifications.  The  Goths  foon 
difcovered  the  fupinc  negligence  of  the  bclicged,  erected  a  lofty  pile 
of  fafcines,  afcended  the  waiis,  in  the  ftlcncc  of  the  night,  and 
entered  the  defcncclefs  city,  fword  in  hand.  A  general  maflacre  of 
the  people  enfued,  whilfl  the  affrighted  foldicrs  cfcaped  through  the 
oppofite  gates  of  the  town.  The  moil  holy  temples*  and  the  moft 
fplendid  edifices,  were  involved  in  a  common  deftrudion.  The 
booty  tbat&n  mto  die  hands  of  the  Gothf.  was  imnaenfe the  wealth 
€i  the  adjacent  countries  Iiad  been  depofited  in  Trehiaood,  as  in  a 
leeare  place  of  refuge.  The  number  of  captives  was  incredible,  as 
the  vidorioos  barbarians  ranged  withopt  oppc^don  through  the 
exteo&ve  province  of  Pontus  The  rich  Ifioils  of  Trebizond 
filled  a  great  fleet  of  flups  that  had  been  found  in  the  port.  The 
Tobuft  youdi  of  the  fea  coaft  were  chained  to  the  oar;  and  thie 
Gotha^  fatisfied  with  the  fucceft  of  their  firft  naval  expedidoq, 
returned  in  triumph  lo  thdr  new  eftabliflunents  in  the  kingdom  of 
BoTphoms 

^The  fcoond  expedition  of  the  Goths  was  undertaken  with  ff^^^^'f^P^* 

'  diiion  of  me 

greater  powers  of  men  and  ihips,  but  they  fleered  a  diffierent  GocIm. 
courlel  and  difdaining:  the  exhanft^  provinces  of  Pontus,  fi>Uowed 
the  w«flcrn  ooaftof  -the£nxme,  paflied  before  the  wide  mouths  of 
the  Boryfthenes,  the  Niefter,  and  the  Danube,  and  increafing.  their 
fleet  by  the  capture  of  a  great  number  of  fiflung  barks,  diey  ap> 
pvoached  the  narrow  out-let  ttittaigh  which  the  Euxine  fea  pours  its 
waters  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  divides  the,  continents  of  Euroge 
and  Alia.   The  ganiioo  of  Chalcedon  was  epcaofiped  near  ibfi 

.   M  m  2  temple 
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temple  of  Jupiter  Urius,  on  a  promontory  that  commanded  the 
entrance  of  the  Strait :  and,  fo  inconliderable  were  the  dreaded  in- 
Tafions  of  the  barbariaaS}  that  this  body  of  troops  furpaiTed  in  num- 

the  dtiu  of''  ^  Gothic  army.  Bat  it  wat  in  nambera  abao  that  they  fur^ 
p&fkd  it.  They  deferted  with  precipitation  thdr  advaniageout 
poftt  and  abandoned  the  town  of  Chalcedon»  moft  plentifiiHj  ftorad 
with  anna  and  moaey»  to  the  diiccettoii  of  the  conquerors.  Whilft 
they  hefitated  whether  they  (honld  prefer  the  tea,  or  Umd,  Enrope 
or  Afia,  for  the  Icene  of  their  hofiilitiei*  a  perfidkma  ^idne  pointed 
out  Nicomedia,  once  die  capital  of  the  kings  of  BMiyoM,  as  a 
rich  and  eafy  .oonqneft.  He  guided  the  inarch»  which  was  onlj 
fixty  miles  from  the  camp  of  Chalcedon  "%  direded  the  refiftleft 
attack,  and  partook  of  the  booty  j  for  Ae  Goths  had  learned  fuflicicnt 
policy  to  reward  the  traitor,  whom  they  detcfted.  Nice,  Prufa, 
Apeemxa,  Ciu$,  cities  that  had  fometimes  rivalled,  or  imitated,  the 
l^endor  of  Nioomediat  were  involved  in  the  fame  calamity,  whichy 
in  a  few  weeks,  raged  without  controul  through  the  whole  province 
of  Bithynia.  Three  hundred  years  of  peace,  enjoyed  by  the  foft 
inhabitants  of  Afia,  had  aboliflied  the  exercifc  of  arms,  and  removed 
the  apprehenfion  of  danger.  The  ancient  walls  were  fuffered  to 
moulder  away,  and  all  the  revenue  of  the  moft  opulent  cities  was 
referved  for  the  conftru(flion  of  baths,  temples,  and  theatres  "'. 

JlJJ'gJj^  When  the  city  of  Cyzicus  withftood  the  utmoft  effort  of  Mithri- 
dates  "%  it  was  diftinguifhed  by  wife  laws,  a  naval  power  of  two 
hundred  gallics,  and  three  arfenals ;  of  arms,  of  military  engines,  and 
of  com  it  was  ftill  the  feat  of  wealth  and  Imtory ;  but  of  its 
andent  flrength,  nothing  remained  except  the  fitualion,  in  a  little 
kland  of  the  Propontia,  conneded  with  the  continent  of  Alia  only 
by  two  bridges.  From  the  recent  6ck  of  Pruik,  the  Gotha.  ad^ 
■variced  within  eighteen. milca **'  of  this  city>  which  they  had  de- 
w>ted  to  defiruAioii ;  but  due  ruin  of  Gydcua  waa  ddayed  by  a  for^ 
taQale  accident.  The  feftfim  waa  rainji  and  the  lake  ApoUoniatesi 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF   THE   ROMAN  EMPIRE..  269 

~  the  refervbk  of  all  the  Iprings  of  Mount  dlympast  rofe  to  an  ua* 
.  common  height.  The  Kttle  riTer  of  Ithyndacus*  that  iflues  from  it, 
fwelled  into  a  broad  and  rapid  ftream,  and  flopped  the  pragreft'-of 
the  Gotha.  Their  retreat  to  the  maritinie  city  of  Heraclea,  where 
the  fleet  had  probably  been  flationed,  was  attended  by  a  long  tnud 
of  waggons,  laden  with  the  fpoilt  of  Bithynia*  and  waa  marked  by 
the  flames  of  Nice  and  Nicomcdia,  which  they  wantonly  burnt  V. 
Some  obfcure  hints  are  mentioned  of  a  doubtful  combat  that  fecuied 
their  retreat'".  But  even  a  complete  victory  would  have  been  of 
little  fervice,  as  the  approach  of  the  autumnal  equinox  fummoned 
them  to  haflen  their  return.  To  navigate  the  Euxine  before  the 
month  of  May,  or  after  that  of  September,  is  efteemed  by  the  mo- 
dern Turks  the  moft  unqueftionable  inftance  of  rafltnefs  and  folly 

When  we  are  informed  that  the  third  fleet,  equipped  by  the  Goths  TWrd  owii 

^  '  expedjtMBof 

in  the  ports  of  Bofphorus,  confifled  <tf  five  hundred  fail  of  (hips  '*%  UcGoty. 
our  ready  imagination  inftantly  computes  and  multiplies  the  for* 
inidable  armament  j  but,  as  we  are  affured  by  the  judicious  Strabo  , 
that  the  pyratical  veflels  ufed  by  the  barbarians  of  Pontus  and  the 
Lefler  Scythia,  were  not  capable  of  containing  more  than  twenty- 
five  or  tliirty  men,  we  may  I'afely  affirm,  that  fifteen  thoufand  war- 
riors, at  the  mort,  embarked  in  this  great  expedition.    Impatient  of 
the  limits  of  the  Euxine,  they  fteered  their  deftruilivc  courfe  from 
the  Cimmerian  to  the  Tliracian  Bofphorus.    When  they  had  almoft 
gained  the  middle  of  the  Straits,  tliey  were  fuddenly  driven  back 
to  the  entrance  of  them;  till  a  favourable  wind  fpringing  up  the  Thrypafjthc 
next  day,  canicd  them  in  a  few  hours  into  the  placid  fea,  or  rather  theHell*! 
lake  of  the  Propontis.    Their  landing  on  the  little  illand  of  Cyzicus, 
was  attended  with  the  nun  of  that  ancient  and  noble  diy.  From 
thence  Ufuing  again  through  the  narrow  pai&ge  of  the  Hdlefpon^ 
tliey  purfued  thdr  winding  navigation  amidfli  the  numerous  iflaade  « 
icattered  over  the  Archipelago,  or  the  £gean  Sea.  Hie  afliftaaoe* 
f£  captives  ^nd  delerters»  muft  have  been  very  aecefli»y  to  p>ilot  their 

veflas» 
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▼efllclh  and  to  dire£t  their  various  incurfions,  as  well  on  the  coafl  of 
Greece  as  on  that  of  Afia.         length  the  Gothic  fleet  anchored  in 
iHe  pQlt  of  Pirxus,  five  miles  diftant  from  Athens'",  which  had 
litieinpted  to  make  forac  preparations  for  a  vigorous  defence.  Cleo- 
damus,  one  of  the  engineers  employed  by  the  emperor's  orders  to 
fortify  the  maritime  cities  againft  the  Goths,  hud  already  begun  to 
repair  the  ancient  walls  fallen  to  decay  fincc  the  time  of  Sylla, 
The  efforts  of  his  ikill  were  inefFeQual,  and  the  barbarians  be- 
^ipe  maftcrs  of  the  native  feat  of  the  mufes  and  the  arts.  But 
while  the  conquerors  abandoned  themfclves  to  the  licence  of  plunder 
and  intemperance,  their  fleet,  that  lay  with  a  flendcr  puard  in  the 
harbour  of  Pirc-eus,  was  unexpedledly  attacked  by  the  brave  Dcxip- 
pus,  who  flying  with  the  engineer  Cleodamus  from  the  lack  of 
■;  ..  I    Athens,  collected  a  hafly  bund  of  volunteers,  pealants  as  well  as 
^  >•  • .    ;  foldiers,  and  in   fome  meaiure  avenged   the  calamities  of  his 
fiQuntry  '*'. 

,„,^e  But  this  exploit,  whatever  luflre  it  might  flicd  on  the  declining 

rtrBim>It"V  Athens,  fcrved  rather  to  irritate  than  to  fubdue  the  undaunted 

fpirit  oi  the  northern  invaders.  A  general  conflagration  blazed  out 
at  the  fame  time  in  every  diftri(n:  of  Greece.  Thebes  and  Argos, 
Oprinth  and  Sparta,  that  liad  formerly  waged  fuch  memorable  wars 
againfl  each  other,  were  now  unable  to  bring  an  army  into  the  field, 
or  even  to  defend  their  ruined  fortifications.  Tlie  rage  of  war, 
lx>th  by  land  and  by  fea,  fpread  from  the  eaftern  point  of  Suniam, 
.'-■V.'  tA  the  weftern  cOaft  of  Epirus^  The  Goths  had  already  advanced 
/  .  within  fight  of  Italy,  when  the  approach  of  fuch  immment  danger 
awakened  the  indolent  Gallienus  from  his  dream  o£  pleafiire.  Th0 
emperor  appeared  in  arms ;  and  hk  prefence  feems  to  have  checlbed 
the  ardour,  and  to  have  divided  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy.  Nan^ 
Their  divi-  toltttus*- la  thief  of  the  >HeruU»  accepted  an  honourable  capituls- 
tioil,  entered  with  a  \argt  body  of  hb  countrymen  into  the  lervice 
of  Rome,  and  was  iaveAed  with  the  ornaments  of  the  eoafitlar  dig- 
nity, 
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nity,  which  had  never  before  been  prdfaned  by  the  hands  of*  a  bar- 
barian      Great  numbers  of  the  Goths,  difguftod  with  the  perils 
and  hardfliips  of  a  tediduf  voyage,  br^  into  Afafia,  with  a  defign 
of  forcing  their  way  over  the  Diauhe  to  tSleir  fettlooMiito  ih  d(fc 
Ukraine.  The  wild  attempt  trouM  have  ptpved  inevitable*  deftfue^ 
tion*  if  the  difagreement  df  the  Roman  geneiala  had  not  fpared  the 
barbarians  at  the  ccpenoe  of  the  common  canfe       The  fitaall  re^ 
maioder  of  this  deftroyiog  hofi,  returned  on  bioard  their  vdTeli^ 
and  meaforing  back  their  way  through  the  Hdlefpont  antf  tiie  BoP^ 
pliorus,  ravaged  in  tlidr  paflage  tiie  diores  of  Tro7»  Wtidie  fame, 
immortallfed  by  Kmaer*   will  probably  furvive  the  memory - 
of  the  Gothic  conquers.     As  foon  as  they  found  ^iffillfelf^ 
in  fafety  within  the  bafoii  of  the  Euxine,  they  landed  at  Anthialub 
in  Thrace,  near  the  foot  of  Mount  Hxmus ;  and,  after  all  thett 
toil?,  indulged  themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  pleafant  and  falutaff 
hot  baths.    What  remained  of  the  voyage,  was  a  fliort  and  eafy 
■navigation         Such  was  the  various  fates  of  this  third  and  grcatcft 
of  their  naval  cnteriTtrles.    It  may  feem  difficult  to  conceive,  how 
the  original  body  of  fifteen  thoufand  warriors  could  ftiftain  the  loffes 
and  divifions  of  fo  bold  an  adventure.    But  as  their  numbere  were 
gradually  wafted  by  the  fword,  by  flupwrecks,  and  by  the  influence 
of  a  warm  climate,  they  were  perpetually  renewed  by  troops  of 
banditti  and  dcfcrters,  who  flocked  to  the  ftandard  of  plunder,  and 
by  a  croud  of  fugitive  flavcs,  often  of  German  ot  Sarmatian  extrac- 
tion, who  eagerly  ^tzed  the  glorious  opportunity  of  fi'eedom  avid 
revenge.'  In  thefe  expeditions,  the  Gothic  nation  claimed]a  ibperior 
ftare  of  honour  and  danger ;  but  the  tribes  that  fought  under  the 
Gothic  banners,  are  fometimes  diftinguifhed  and  fimietimes  06n- 
founded  in  the  imperfod:  hiftories  of  that  age;  and  as  the  barbarian 
fleets  (eemed  to  iflue  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tanais,  the  Vagiie  but 
familiar  appellation-  of  Scythians  was  fheqaendy  be&Mred  on  the 
mixed  multitude 
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fempie  or  °    '  ^  ^  gcoeral  eaUmitict  of  manldiid,  the  death  of  i&  iodmduil, 
Ephefiu.      however  e^Ealted,  die  ruin  of  an  edifice*  however  fiinioii8>  are  paffed 
oiver  with  cardeft  inattention.   Yet  we  cannot  forget,  that  the  tem- 
file  of  Diana  at  EpheTos*  after  having  riien  with  increafing  fplendor 
Scorn  feven  fucceffive  misfortunes  ***,  was  -finally  burnt  by  the  Goths 
in  their  third  naval  invafion.  The  am  of  Greece^  and  die  wealth 
of  Afiap.  had  confpired  to  ettOt  that  fitered  and  magnificent  firuQure. 
It  was  fiipported  1^  an  hundr^<  and  twenty-leven  maxhle  oolumos 
of  the  Ionic  order.  They  .were  the  gifts  of  devout  mqnarchs,  and 
each  was  fixty  te  high.  The  altar  was  adorned  vrith  the  mafierly 
Icttlptures  of  Fraadteles,  who  had,  perhaps,  choTen  from  the  fiivou* 
ritjp  legends  of  the  plaoe  the  birth  of  the  jdlvine  children  of  Latona, 
the  conoealment  of  Apollo  after  the  flaughter  ctf  the  Cyclops,  and 
the  clemency  of  Bacchus  to  the  vanquiihed  Amazons        Yet  the 
length  of  the  temple  of  Ephefus  was  only  four  hundred  and  twenty* 
five  feet,  about  two  thirds  of  the  meafure  of  the  church  of  St. 
JPeter's  at  Rome        In  the  other  dimenfions,  it  was  ftill  more  in- 
ferior to  rhat  fublime  production  of  modern  archite&ure.  The 
fpreading  arms  of  a  Chridian  crofs,  require  a  much  greater  breadth 
than  the  oblong  temples  of  the  Pagans ;  and  the  boldeft  artifts  of 
antiquity,  would  have  been  ftartled  at  the  propofal  of  ratling  in 
the  air  a  dome  of  the  fizc  and  proportions  of  the  pantheon.  The 
temple  of  Diana  was,  however,  admired  as  one  of  the  wonders 
of  the  world.     Succcflive  empires,  the  Perfian,  the  Macedonian* 
and  the  Roman,  had  revered  its  I'andlity,  and  enriched  its  fplen- 
dor'".   But  the  rude  favages  of  the  Baltic  were  dcftitule  of  a  taflc 
for  the  elegant  artSi  and  they  dcipilcd  tiie  ideal  terrors  of  a  foreign 
fuperftition  "*. 

Ctedaa  of  Another  circumftance  is  related  of  thefe  invafions,  which  might 
****  defenre  our  notice,  were  it  not  juflly  to  be  fufpeded  as  the  fanciful 

conceit  of  a  recent  (iqpluft;  We  are  told,  that  in  the  lack  of  Athens, 
the  Goths  had  colleded  all  the  libraries,  and  were  on  the  point  of 
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ietting  fire  to  this  funeral  pile  of  Grecian  learning,  had  not  one  of 
Adr  diidt*  of  more  refined  policy  than  bis  brethren,  difluaded 
them  from  the  defign ;  by  the  prolbaiid  obferration,  that  as  long 
aa  the  Oiteka- were  addiftfid  to  die  ftudy  of  hooka,  they  would  nefcr 
apply  thenfelvea  to  the  ezerciie  of  armi  The  fi^doua  cottn« 
iellor  (ihould  the  truth  of  die  &&  be  admitted)  leafimed  like  an  ig- 
oonnt  barbarian.  In  die  moft  polite  and  powerful  nalioiMt  genioi 
of  every  kind  has  difpkyed  itfetf  about  the  fiune  periods  *nd  the 
age  of  Icience  haa  generally  been  die  of  military  virtue  and 
fooeelfl. 

IV.  Hie  new  Jorerdgna  of  Perfia»  Artazerxes  and  his  fon  Sapori  ConqoHi  of 
had  triumphed  (as  we  have  already  fisen)  over  the  houAs  of  Arfaces.  cbeFMH*. 

Of  the  many  princes  of  that  ancient  race,  Chofroes,  king  of  Arme- 
nia, had  alone  preferved  bodi  his  life  and  his  indqiendence.  He 
defended  himfelf  by  the  natural  ftrength  of  his  country  $  by  the 
perpetual  refort  of  fugitives  and  maleositenta  j  by  the  alliance  of  die 
Romans,  and,  above  all,  by  Ua  own  courage.    Invincible  in  arms, 
during  a  thirty  years  war,  he  was  aflailinated  by  the  cmiflariea  of 
Sapor  king  of  Perfia.   The  patriotic  latraps  of  Armenia,  who  ai^ 
felted  the  freedom  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  implored  the  proteo* 
tion  of  Rome  in  ftvour  of  Tiridates  the  lawfiil  heir.   But  the  fon 
of  Chofipoes  was  an  infant,  the  allies  were  at  a  diftance,  and  the 
Perfian  monarch  advanced  towards  the  frontier  at  the  head  of  an 
irrefiftible  force.    Young  Tiridates,  the  future  hope  of  his  country, 
was  faved  by  the  fideliiy  of  a  fervant ;  and  Armenia  continued 
above  twenty-feven  years  a  relu(ftant  province  of  the  great  monarchy 
of  Pcrfia        Elated  with  this  eafy  conqueft,  and  prefuming  on  the 
diftreffes  or  the  degeneracy  of  the  Romans,  Sapor  obliged  the  ftrong 
garrifons  of  Carrhx  and  Nifibis  to  furrender,  and  fpread  devafta- 
tion  and  terror  on  either  fide  of  the  Euphrates. 

The  lofs  of  an  important  frontier,  the  ruin  of  a  faithful  and  v»!crian 
natural  ally,  and  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  Sapor's  ambition,  affeded  ihe£afil'°'* 
'  Vol.  I.  N  n         '  Rome 
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Room  wilh  %  deep  fenlb  of  llie  taiuh  as  waQ  aa  <rf'  the  daagei;  Va.- 
.leri«n  fiattfred  hkifeif.  ttiat  the  vifilance  «f  hU  lieut^iuuui  vmM 
fufflcMOtly  provide  lor  the  laicty  of  the  Rhino  aod  of  the  Dumhe; 
hot  he  refehcd,  ootwithAawUng  hia  adfaaced  itg«t  to  maidi  m 
pofibo  to  the  defence  of  the  Eophratee.  During  hia  progffft 
durough  Afia  Minor,  the  naval  enterprifea  of  the  Gotha  ivere  fui^ 
ponded,  ud  tfio  afflided  pronoco  enjayed  &  tranfient  and  ftUaciooa 
cabh.  He  paffed  thft  'Evphcatea^  enoofatf* ed  the  Far^Hi .  mo^ 
naich  near  die  mils  of  Mfla»  na  von^aflifid,  and  taken  prilbqer 
Ts  derenei    hj  SapoT.   Tho  particttlaTt  of  that  great  event,  are  darkly  and  im^ 
!bncrb''sap"r  perftdiy  rcprdcnttd ;  jctbj  the  glimmering  light  which  ia  afforded 
^L^Kt^'  diicover  a  long  ieries  of  impnideaee,:  of  emif,  and  of 

dcfervcd  misfortune*  on  the  fide  of  the  Roman  emperor.    He  re- 
poTed  an  implicit  confidence  in  Macrianu8»  hie  pnetoriaa  prxfei^t  ''V 
That  worthlefs  minifler  rendered  bis  mailer  formidable  only  to  thr 
oppreffied  ^b^edt,  and  contemptible  to  the  enemies  of  Rome  ''^ 
By  his  weak  or  nucked  ooiinfcls,  the  i^erial  army  was  betrayed- 
into  a  (ituationi  where  valour  and  military  {kill  were  equally  un- 
availing "•.    The  vigorous  attempt  of  the  Romans  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  Ferliun  hofl,  was  rcpuUccJ  widi  great  flaughtcr  "* ;  and 
Sapor,  who  cncompalTcd  the  camp  with  lui>crior  numbers,  patiently 
waited  till  the  increafing  rage  of  famine  and  peftilence  had  enfur^d 
his  viil^ory.    The  licentious  murmurs  of  the  legions,  foon  accufed 
Valerian  as  the  caufe  of  their  calamities  ;  their  feditious  clamours 
demanded  an  inftant  capitulation.    An  immcnfc  fum  of  gold  wa» 
offered  to  purchafe  the  pcrmifliou  of  a  tUlgraceful  retreat.    But  the 
Perfiani  confcious  of  liis  fupcriority*  refuted  the  money  with  dif-r 
,  dain }  and  detatoing  the  deputies*  advanced  in  order  of  hatde  tt^ 
the  foot  of  the  DLomao  rampan,  and  vififted  on  a  perfonal  confpp- 
ence  with  the  empeior.  Vaterian  was  fedpced  tP  tbft  ncoeQiiy  of 
tntrufting  his  Jifo  and  ^igiuty  to  the  faith  of  aa.eneipy.   The  in- 
temriew  ended  as  it  nu  natui^  lo  expo^.  Thfi  emppror  war  made 
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a  prifoncr,  arrd  his  aftonifhcd  troops  laid  down  their  arms"''.  In 
•  fuch  a  moment  of  triumph,  the  pride  and  policy  of  Sapor  prompted 
him  to  fill  the  vacant  throne  with  a  fucceffor  entirely  dependent  on 
his  plcafure.  Cyriadce,  an  obfcurc  fugitive  of  Antioch,  Gained 
with  every  vice,  was  chofcn  to  diflionour  the  Roman  purple  ;  and 
the  will  of  the  Perfian  vidor  could  not  full  of  being  ratified  by  the 
acclamatiuns,  however  reluctant,  of  the  captive  army 
.  The  AQperial  flavq  was  eager  to  (bcHre  the  favovr  of  his  mafler,  S'por  «^ 

rum  Syria, 

b/  an  aft  of  traafeo  to  lut  oati^ettMiiitrj.  He  coaduded  Sapor  a  kia,  ud 
tree  the  Sufftirateik  aad  hjr  the  way  of  Chaldt  lo  the  metropoKi  of  ^^f**^ 
the  EdL  So  mfM  me  the  mtflioiift  of  the  Per(Ua«Bvalry,  that^  if 
trt  tmf  crdttit  a  ftrj  judicious  hifloriaa  **\  the  dty  of  Antioch  was 
fiifprifed  #taeft  the  idle  amltitiide  was  fpmHj  gazing  oa.die  amnfe- 
Mbiti  of  dhe  thcaciej  Hie  iplendid  holMiiigs^f  Antioch,  {iciwite 
as  well  as  public,  wett  •dlhi»  |iilhiged  or  deftroyed(  and  the  name- 

iriabilMHs  w«e  |^t<o  tlK'fmdt  or  led  vmtf  into  loaptiTilyr 
Hie'tideiifdeTaftation  wasftopped  for  a  moment  by  the  reTolutionof 
ike  high  itk-teft  of  Em^k.  Arrayed  ia  his  facettlotal  robes,  he  ap- 
pQOSi  at  theliead  of  a  gr«!at  body  of  fanatic  peafaai8»  armed  only 
Wfdli  llingtt  and  defended  his  god  and  his  property  from  the  iacri- 
ligiioas  hands  of  the  followers  of  Zoroafter But  the  roin  of 
Tatfcis,  and  of  many  other  cities,  furnini  a  melancholy  proof 
that,  except  in  this  fingular  inftancc,  tiic  conqucft  of  Syria  and 
Cihcia  fcarccly  interrupted  the  progrcfs  of  the  Perfian  arms.  The 
advantages  of  the  narrow  pafles  of  mount  Taurus  were  abandoned, 
in  which  an  invader,  whofe  principal  force  confided  in  his  cavalry, 
would  have  been  engaged  la  a  very  unequal  combat :  and  Sapor  was 
permitted  to  forn  the  fieg*  of  Cxfarta,  the  capital  of  Cappadocia ;  a 
city,  though  of  die  feeood  ran^  whicii  was  fuppofed  «o  contain 
fsurhoiidied  thmifind  inhnUssBts.  Dcmofthenca  cnnmiaiisfad  in 
the  place,  nbt  lb  ttndi  'by  the  oo&uniiBon  of  the  emperor*  as  in  the 
^notary  dMoe  «f  kil  taamkj.  Fbr  a  h»g  timeiic  fleftrred  ks 
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fate ;  and,  when  at  laft  Casfarea  was  betrayed  by  the  perfidy  of  a 
phyfician,  he  cut  his  way  through  the  Pcrfians,  who  had  been  or- 
dered to  exert  their  utmofl  diligence  to  take  him  alive.  This  heroic 
chief  efcapcd  the  power  of  a  foe,  who  might  either  have  honoured 
or  punifhed  his  obftinate  valour;  but  many  thoufands  of  his  fci- 
low-citizens  were  involved  in  a  general  maflacre,  and  Sapor  is  ac- 
cufed  of  treating  his  prifoners  with  wanton  and  unrelenting  cru- 
elty ***.  Much  fhould  undoubtedly  be  allowed  for  national  animo- 
fity,  much  for  humbled  pride  and  impcxent  revenge  ;  yet,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  certain,  that  the  fame  prince,  who,  in  Armenia,  had 
difplaycd  the  mild  afpe^  of  a.  legiilator,  fliewed  himfelf  to  the  Ro- 
mans under  tlie  ftem  featMct  of  a  cdoqoeror.  He  defpaired  4yf 
making  any  permment  efltblKkintat  in  tbe  empire,  and  finight  only 
to  leave  behind  him  a  wafled  defert*  whilft  he  tnnfported  into  Fedia 
the  people  aod  die  treafuiet  of  the  proviaoea'^*  -  , 

BoMMftud  At  the  tine  when  the  Eaft  trembled  at  the  name  of  Sapor*  he 
receivedaprefentnotmiworthyofdiegKateftkingas  ftloogtninof 

•iMiftSapoc  c^eU  lAden  with  the  meft  rare  and  -valuable  mewharidHcs.  The 
rich  offering  wat  accompanied  by  anept^  re^iedftfl  bot  QotlSse> 
vUe,  firom  Odenathntt  one  of  the  nobleft  and  moft  opnlent  fimaton 
of  Palmyra.  **  Who  ia  this  Odenathut  (latd  the*  haughty  vidoct 
**  and  he  commanded  diaf  die.prdeots  fiiould  be  caft  into  the  Eib^ 

phrates),  that  thus  idblendy  prefiimes  to  write  to  hit  lord  i  If  he  . 
<■  entertains  a  hope  of  mitigatiog  his  punifhment,  let  him  £ftU  pro- 
**  ftrate  before  the  foot  of  our  throne  with  his  hands  bound  beliind 
•*  his  bade.  Should  he  befitat^  Mft.  deftru£lion  ihall  be  poured 
'  **  on  his  head,  on  his  whole  race,  and  on  his  oonntry  The 
defperate  extremity  to  which  the  Palmyrcnian  was  rediKed,  called 
intoaftion  all  the  latent  powers  of  his  foul.  He  met  Sapor;  but 
he  met  him  in  arms.  Infufing  his  own  fpirit  into  a  little  army  col- 
ledled  from  the  villages  of  Syria  and  tbe  tents  of  the  defert 
he  hovered  round  the  Perfiao  hoft,  Uraiied  their  retreat,  carried  o6r 
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part  of  the  treafure,  and,  what  was  dearer  than  any  treafurc,  feveral 
of  the  women  of  the  Great  King ;  who  was  at  laft  obliged  to  repafs 
the  Euphrates  with  fome  marks  of  hafte  and  confuQon  By  this 
exploit,  Odenathus  laid  the  foundations  of  his  future  fame  and  for-  ' 
tunes.  The  majefty  of  Rome,  oppreil'ed  by  a  Periiaa,  was  prote^eU 
by  a  Syrian  or  Arab  of  Pahnyra. 

The  voice  of  hiftory,  which  is  often  little  more  than  the  OtgUk  IYcmmmsT 
of  hatred  or  flattery,  reproaches  Sapor  with  a  proud  abule  of  the 
rights  of  conqueft.  We  are  told  diat  Valerian,  in  chains,  but  in- 
defied  fridi  die  imperial  purple,  was  expoled  to  dw  umldtiide  a  eon* 
Baat  fpeOacle  of  ftllen  gieatnefs  $  and  that  whenorer  the  Perfiaa 
moiMTcb  mounted  <»  hodisbidc,  he  placed  hit  fbot  on  die  neck  of  a 
Roman  emperor^  Notwithftanding  all  the  lemonfiianoet  <£  hi* 
allies,  who  repeatedly  advifed  him  ko  remeoabcr  die  vidffitnde  o£ 
fortune,  to  dread  the  retnmmg  power  of  Rome^  and  to  mtkt.  hit 
iUuflriont  captive  the  ple4^  of  peace,  not  the  objed  of  infult,  Sapor 
ftill  remained  inflexible.  When  Valerian  funk  under  the  weight  of 
Oiame  and  grief,  his  (kin,  ftu£Fed  with  Araw,  and  formed  into  the 
likenefs  of  a  human  figure,  was  preierved  for  ages  in  the  mod  cele- 
brated temple  of  Perfia  ;  a  more  real  monument  of  triumph,  than 
the  fancied  trophies  of  brafs  and  marble  fo  often  ereded  by  Romaa 
vanity"'.  The  tale  is  moral  and  pathetic,  but  the  truth  of  it  mxf 
▼cry  fairly  be  called  in  queftion.  The  letters  flill  extant  fiom  the 
princes  of  the  Eaft  to  Sapor,  are  manifeft  forgeries'";  nor  is  it 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  a  jealous  monarch  fhould,  even  in  the  pcrfon 
of  a  rival,  thus  publickly  degrade  the  majefty  of  kings.  Whatever 
treatment  the  unfortunate  Valerian  might  experience  in  Perfia,  it  is  ' 
at  leaft  certain,  that  the  only  emperor  of  Rome  wlio  ever  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  languilhed  away  his  life  in  hopelefs 
captivity. 

The  emperor Gallieau^  iriw  had  long  fupported  with  impatience,  CktmOaami 
ihe  ceoforial  fevetitj  of  hu  &ther  and  colleague,  recetved  the  in-  c^'JT 
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tclUgence  of  his  misfortunes  with  fecret  pleafure,  and  avoi^eed 
ihdiJFerencd.  I  knew  that  my  father  was  a  mortal,"  faid  he» 
•»  and  fince  he  has  aCtcd  as  becomes  a  brave  man,  I  am  fatisfied." 
Whilft  Rome  lamented  the  fate  of  her  foverdgn,  the  favage  cold- 
nefs  of  his  fon  was  extolled  by  the  fervile  courtiers,  as  the  perfect 
firmncls  of  a  hero  and  a  floic  It  is  difTiiajlt  to  paint  the  light, 

the  various,  the  inconftani  charader  of  Gallienus,  which  he  dif- 
^layed  without  confiraitit,  as  foon  as  he  became  fole  pofleflfor  of  the 
empire,  ift  ittetf  art  dike  hs  Mtetaipted}  his  lively  genius  enabled 
Mhh  id  Indcttod  i  .m  hk  genn  was  deftitste  of  judgment,  he 
att«ta][)t«d  tmy  art,  etcept  the  impaRaiit  oaeft  of  war  and  govern- 
mtau  He  *^n»  a  maftfcr  of  fevtotl  coriouft  but  uftlda  £aeo€et» 
t'teMtf  vmoTt  andegant  poet  "\  aflaiful  gardejieiv  anezodknt 
•«m1ci  mid  noft  tiMMesqitible  prinoeh  W&eh  tbe^iveat  emerfeencea  ui 
Hi!  flMfc  re^hcd  faSt  pieftnoe  andattdttieibbeiAaa  engaged  rntoD^ 
<MrAilo*  WithlkftphMqplnrPl^  '*S  MBng  Ua  ttoaa  nttifling 
lie«aft!Mli  t>lMfQt«i»  lAreparinghii  iiiitfatioii  to  the  Gwdan  mjt^ 
IHlelk  W  faUidtiikg  a  place  in  the  AicopagiM  of  AUkeoa.  Hb  prafaft 
tkaffiXSteBattiMiiBA  the  geneial  povntyi  thefekmntidieale  of  hi* 
fliutaldii  imittdftd  a  deeper  fenfe  of  the  public  di%rMe.  The 
pasted  mtelfigeiKe  ef  invafiona,  dcfcuii  and  MMUbna*  he  leoeiied 
fvtth  a  cardcft  fliiles  aad  ihqgUlig  dot,  mlh  afivQed  coAMaptb 
Ibtoe  paftieder  ptOdndtion  ^ef  the  loft  praviocc,  he  caidefilj  afted^ 
erhetber  AoMe  mnft  be  niioedi  mteft  it  -^raa  fuppiied  with  iinen 
Irdm  Bgfypt  and  Arhw  doth  fromOauU  There  were*  howevo^ 
&  fetr  ihert  mouenta^  in  the  life  of  Galltenua,  when,  exalpenied  hf 
iUtit  TCoeot  injury,  he  iuddenly  appeared  the  intrepid  (bldieis  «nd 
<he  dteel  tyrant ;  till  fatiated  with  blood,  or  fatigued  by  iciiftatice, 
he  ittSSoSMf  funk  into  the  natural  mildneft  and  ioddettee  of  h!i 
cfaaraaer 

TTiciiiir^  At  a  time  when  the  reins  of  government  were  hdd  ^viih  ib  loole 
^^^^      ahaodi  itis  nocfuiprifiog,  thatmoto^^fufoi^ Atatd  Atin 
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in  every  province  of  the  empire,  againft  the  fon  of  Valerian.  It 
\7as  probably  feme  ingenious  fancy>  of  comparing  the  thirty 
tyrants  of  Roioe  with  tfie  thirty  tyrants  of  AlCbtOh  th^t  induced  th^ 
of  Ac  Anguftm  bifiory,  to  feled  that  cejebratsd  Qumlm 
which  has  been  gradually  reodvcd  ipto  a-  popular  ^ppeUftion"*. 
But  iarrery  light  the  paraUd  it  idle  and  defefkiTe.  Wh^t  refqiii^ 
bUnce  can  ve  4Ulba?ec  betwefn  a  ooandl  of  thirtf  perfi>nt»  tluft 
i(nit«d  agfuSbu  at  ^  (ingle  city*  v4  an  unpert^iQ  lift  of  iqdcpfn^r; 
eat  rivals*  who  sole  and  fdl  in  irr^Ur  fiiooeffion,  dmwgh  the  cvt 
tent  of  a  vaft  empife  ?  Nor  can  the  nnmber  of  tl^rty  bje  cqniAetcd 
nnleft  sre  include  in  the  account  the  women  and  children*  who 
honottud  wit|i  the  imperial  title.  The  reign  of  QalJienuSi  djfiraQed  "^"^ 
as  it  Mvas,  produced  only  nineteen  pretenders  to  the  throp^;  Cy  ru  uoro  a»<-> 
wades,  Macrianus,  Balifta,  Odenathus,  and  Zenobia  in  the  eaft ; 
ia  Gaul*  and  the  wedera  provinces,  Podumus*  LoUianus,  Vi^<^ 
nnus  and  his  mother  Vidoria,  Mariui,  and  Tetiicus.  In  lUytiiCUin 
and  the  confines  of  the  Danube,  logenuus,  Regillianus  and  Au-^ 
rcolus ;  in  Pontus Saturninus;  in  Ilauria,  Trebellianus  ;  Pifo 
in  Theflaly ;  Valens  in  Achaia ;  -flimilianus  in  Egypt ;  and  C-clfus 
in  Africa.  To  illuftratc  the  obfcure  monuments  of  the  life  and 
death  of  each  individual,  would  prove  a  labori  )us  tafk,  alike  barren 
of  inftrudtion  and  of  amufement.  We  may  coiu  r  ourfelvcs  with 
inveftigating  fome  general  charadlers,  that  mofl  ftrongly  mark  the 
condition  of  the  times,  and  the  manners  of  the  men,  their  preten- 
figns,  their  motiveS)  their  fate,  and  the  deftru^ive  cpniequeqces  qf 
their  ofurpation 

it  is  fiiffidendy  known*  that  the  odbus  appellation  oi  Tyrant  ^^s,  dnnamad! 
often  employed  by  the  ancients  to  expceis  |he  iUe^^l  fei^qre  ^  tinau. 
fupreme  power,  without  anf  zefisence  to  the  a.bf|ie  qf  k.  Se]i^| 
of  Jihe  pretenders*  who  tvAi^  the  ftpudftrd  of  rebeltiAm  sgfiq^ 
empcrar  GalUeniis,  were  ilumng  jnodeb  of  vutue,  sjid  alyppftfjl 
pofiefldd  a  coafiderahle  ihaae  of  yigpur  and  abiUt|r«  Tlifiw 
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liad  recommended  them  to  the  favour  of  Valerian,  and  gradually 
promoted  them  to  the  moft  important  commands  ot  ihc  empire. 
The  generals  who  aflumcd  the  title  of  Auguftus,   were  either 

<  refpeded  by  their  troops  for  their  able  cooduA  and  fevere  difciplinei 

•r  aHmired  &»  valour  and  fucceft  in  war,  or  beloved  ibr  franknefs 
and  generoTiiy.  The  field  of  ythSoFj  wat  often  the  Icene  of  their 
de£Uon«  and  even  the  armourer  Martus»  the  moft  contemptible  of 
all  the  candidates  for  the  purple,  vras  dtfttng;oiaied  however  by 
intrepid  courage^  matchleft  ilreogth*  and  blunt  hooeftj  His 
mean  and  reeent  tiadc»  caft  indeed  an  air  of  xidicnk  on  his' eleva- 
tion }  but  his  birth  could  not  be  noie  obicure  than  was  that  of 
the  greater  part  of  his  rivals*  who  wete  boni  of  peafimts»  and 

ThdroUbM  inlifted  in  the  army,  as  private  foldiers.  In  times  of  confufion 
Cfttj  wB&n  gemus  finds  the  place  affigaed  htm  fay  Nature :  in  a 
general  ftate  of  war*  nuUtary  merit  is  the  road  to  glory  and  to 
greainefi.  Of  ch«  nineteen  tyrants,  Tetricns  only  was '  a  fisnator ; 
Pifi>  alone  was  a  noble.  The  blood  of  Nuina*  through  twenty-eight 
fiiooeffive  generatUmsi  ran  in  the  vdns  of  QdphannQS  Pifb  "*i  mho, 
by  female  alUanoe^  daimed  a  right  of  exhibiting  in  his  hoole,  the 
im^es  of  Graflus  and  of  the  great  Pompey  His  anceftors  had 
been  repeatedly  dignified  with  all  the  honours  which  the  common- 
wealth  could  beftow ;  and  of  all  the  ancient  families  of  Rom^  the 
Calphurnian  alone  had  furvived  the  tyranny  of  the  Gaeliirs.  The 
peifimal  qualities  of  Pifo  added  new  Inftre  to  his  race.  The 
ufttiper  Valens»  by  whofe  order  he  was  loUed,  confefled,  with  deep 
remorfe,  that  even  an  enemy  ought  to  have  rcfpcded  the  fandity 
of  Pifo  i  and  although  he  died  in  arms  againfl  Gallienus,  the  fenatc, 
with  the  emperor's  generous  permiffion,  decreed  the  triumphal 
ornaments  to  the  memory  of  fo  virtuous  a  rebel '  ^\ 

The  eaafet        Thc  licutcnants  of  Valerian  were  grateful  to  the  father  whom 

hdlioiu'*  they  cfteemcd.  They  difdained  to  ferve  the  luxurious  indolence  of 
his  unworthy  ion.   The  throne  of  the  Roman  world  was  unfup- 
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ported  by  any  principle  of  loyalty ;  and  treafon,  agsunft  fiidi  ft 
princCf  might  eafily  be  confidered  as  patriotifm  to  the  ftate.  Yet  if 
we  examine  with  candour  the  condudl  of  thefe  uAirpers*  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  they  were  much  oftener  driven  into  rebellion  by  didr 
ftan,  dun  wg«d  to  it  by  tlidr  ambidoii.  Tbej  dieaded  the  cnid 
fu^nooiisof  Gallienua;  they  equaUy  droned  dw  oipiidoai  vibkoee 
of  their  troops.  If  ihe  dangeroui  fkTour  €i  fht  army  had  in^nt-^ 
dently  decUred  them  ddernng  of  the  purple»  they  were  madoed 
for  fure  deftru€Uon;  and  even  prudence  would  counlel  them,  to 
fixure  a  £bort  enjoyment  of  empire,  and  rather  to  try  the  fortune  of 
vror,  than  to  exped  the  hand  of  an  executioner.  When  the 
clamour  of  the  foldiert  in  vetted  the  rdudant  vifiimt  with  the  en- 
figns  of  fovereign  authority,  they  ibmetimes  mourned  in  iecret 
their  approaching  fate.  You  have  loft,**,  find  Satuminut,  on 
the  day  of  hU  elevation,  **  you  have  loft  a  nlefnl  commander,  and 
you  have  made  a  very  wretched  emperor  *".** 

The  apprehenfions  of  Saturninus  were  juflified  by  the  repeated  Tlh«^vto^ 
experience  of  revolutions.  Of  the  nineteen  tyrants  who  darted  up 
under  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  there  was  not  one  who  enjoyed  a  life 
of  peace,  or  a  natural  death.  As  foon  as  they  were  invcded  with 
the  bloody  purple,  they  infpircd  their  adherents  with  the  iame  fears 
and  ambition  which  had  occafioncd  their  own  revolt.  Encompafled 
with  domeftic  coafpiracy,  military  fedition,  and  civil  war,  they 
trembled  oa  the  edge  of  precipices,  in  wiiich  after  a  longer  or 
fljortcr  term  of  anxiety,  they  were  inevitably  loft.  Thefe  precarious 
nionarchs  received,  however,  fiicli  honours,  as  the  flattery  of  their 
refpeQive  armies  and  provinces  could  beftow  ;  but  their  claim 
founded  on  rebellion,  could  never  obtain  the  I'andion  of  law  or 
liiltory.  Italy,  Rome,  and  the  feiiafc,  conflantly  adhered  to  the 
caufc  of  Callienus,  and  he  alune  was  confidered  as  the  foveicign  of 
the  empire.  '  That  prince  condcfccndcd  indeed  to  acknowledge  the 
vidorious  arms  of  Odeoathus,  who  deferred  the  honourable  dillinc- 
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lion,  by  tlic  tei^cifitfttl  «i«du^  «bich  he  vlwayi  taAbutned  to* 
wank  tiM  fi>a  of  Vaktiub  Wldk  tlie  goneral  appUiife  of  the 
Hmmuii  and  tho  tiMiibiiC  of  GaUlic&oi,  tht  ftutt  «anfevic4  the 
tSilt  of  Auguftua  oa  the  bram  Mttyrediiiii  and  (ecnwd  lo'  iiitnill 
hiA  yrfth  tho  govorament  of  the  EdI*  which  ht  alceadf  pofleflbd, 
lA  ib  indepcadcM  A  mmMH^  lfa«t»  like  a  pcivale  fiieoeflloD,  he  be* 
queatbed  it  tt>  hU  UloftrkMaa  widoi«r  Zenobia*^, 
The  fapid  aad  perpetual  iraDfitkma  from  the  eottage  to  the 
riwfenfiiipH-  throne^  and  frota  th*  thront  to  the  gvave»  might  have  amuftd  an 
iaAfferentphilofo^heri  weit  it  pol&bk  for  a  philofepher  to  lemain 
indifferent  amidft  th*  gencHd  ealaaddiefr  <tf  hnman  kind.  The 
dedion  of  theft  precarkwa  empeioni  their  power  and  their  deadi>. 
were  equally  dettftidi«e  to  their  fubjeds  and  adherents.   The  price 
of  thdr  iatri  elew^n  was  inftantly  difcharged  to  the  troops,  by  an  - 
.  .  ittmenfe  donative»  drawn  from  the  bowels  of  the  exhaufled  people. 

However  virtuous  was  their  charader,  however  pure  their  inten- 
t]dns»  they  found  themfelveB  reduced  to  the  hard  neceffity  of  fupport- 
ing  their  ufurpation  by  frequent  ads  of  rafnne  and  cruelty.  When 
they  lell>  they  involved  aimies  and  provinces  in  their  fali.   There  is 
Aill  extant  a  mod  favage  mandate  from  Galiienus  to  one  of  his 
snioiHers,  after  the  fupprefTion  of  Ingenuus,  who  had  afTumed  the 
purple  in  Ulyricum.    **  It  is  not  enough,"  fays  that  foft  but  in- 
human prince,  "  that  you  exterminate  fuch  as  have  appeared  in 
"  arms  :  llic  chance  of  battle  might  have  fcrvcd  me  as  ciTc(fluaI!y» 
The  male  lex  of  every  age  iiuill  be  cxtirj-ated  ;  provided  that,  in 
*'  the  execution  of  the  children  and  old  men,  yon  can  contrive 
*♦  means  to  fave  our  reputation.    Let  every  one  die  who  has  dropt 
•*  an  exprcflinn,  who  has  entertained  a  thought  againft  me,  againft; 
•*  me,  the  fon  of  Valerian,  the  father  and  brother  of  fo  many 
*•  princes        Remember  that  Ingenuus  was  made  emperor :  tcar» 
**  kill,  hcv^r  in  pieces.    I  write  to  you  with  my  own  haiKl,  and 
•»  would  infpire  you  with  my  own  feelings  Whilft  the  public 
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forces  of  the  ftate  were  difTipatcd  in  private  quarrels,  the  defence- 
lefs  provinces  lay  cxpoled  to  every  invader.  The  bravcfl:  ufurpert 
were  compelled  by  the  perplexity  of  their  fituation,  to  conclude  ig- 
nominious treaties  with  the  common  enemy,  to  purchafe  with  op- 
preffive  tributes  the  neutrality  or  fcrviccs  of  the  barbarians,  and  to 
introduce  hoflile  and  independent  nations  into  the  heart  of  thfi 
»  Roman  monarchy 

Such  were  the  barbarians,  and  fuch  the  tyrants,  who,  tinder  the 
reigns  of  Valerian  and  Gallicnus,  difmembcred  the  provinces,  and 
reduced  the  empire  to  the  lowed  pitch  of  difgrace  and  ruin,  fronx 
whence  it  feemed  impofliblc  that  it  ihoold  em  emerge.  As  far  as 
the  barreanefa  of  natcHak  wonld  permit,  Wk  ham  attempted  to 
trace,  with  order  and  perfpicuity,  the  geneial  cveoits  of  that  eala* 
mitDus  period.  There  ftill  remain  ibme  particular  fiiOs ;  I.  The 
diforders  of  Sicily ;  H  The  tttmulu  of  Alexandria ;  and  HI.  The  rebel- 
lion of  the  Ifaariani,  which  may  ferrt  to  reieft  a  ^bottg  light  on  the 
horrid  jnChire* 

L  'Whenever  numenma  troop*  of  banditti^  mokiidied  by  faceeA  Dirordm  of - 
and  impunity,  puUiddy  defy»  infieed  of  dtiding,'  the  juAiee  of  their 
country,  we  may  Mdj  infer,  that  the  eaceelife  wedcftefs  of  the 
government  ia  felt  and  abufed  by  the  loweft  ranks  «f  the  eoa« 
«iunity.  The  fiiuation  of  Sicily  preferfsd  it  ftom  the  faMrhanaoa{ 
nor  could  the  difimiied  province  have  fupported  an  ufurper.  The 
fufferings  of  that  once  flourifliing  and  ilill  fertile  ifland,  were  ia« 
"flidted  by  bafer  hands.  A  licentious  crowd  of  flavet  And  pcafanta 
reigned  for  a  while  over  the  plundered  country,  and  renewed  the 
memory  of  the  fervile  wars  of  more  ancient  times  Devaftations 
of  which  tlie  huflxindman  was  either  t!ic  vi«flim  or  the  accomplice* 
■mufi  have  ruined  the  agriculture  of  Sicily ;  and  as  the  principal 
eftates  were  the  property  of  the  opulent  fcnators  of  Rome,  wlio 
often  enclofed  within  a  farm  the  territory  of  an  old  republic  ;  it  is 
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not  improbable,  that  this  private  injury  might  affeil  the  capital  more 
deeply,  than  all  tlie  conquefts  of  the  Goths  or  the  Perfians. 
Tamulttof  II.  The  foundation  of  Alexandria  was  a  noble  defign,  at  once 
conceived  and  cxeciited  by  the  fon  of  Philip.  The  beautiful  and 
regular  form  of  thit  great  city,  fecond  only  to  Rome  itfclf,  compre- 
hended a  circumference  of  fifteen  miles  it  was  peopled  by  three 
hundred  thoufand  free  inhabitants,  befidcs  at  Icaft  an  equal  number 
of  flavcs  The  lucrative  trade  of  Arabia  and  India  flowed 

through  tlie  port  of  Alexandria,  to  the  capital  and  provinces  of  the 
empire.  Itllenefs  was  unknown.  Some  were  employed  in  blowing 
of  glafs,  others  in  weaving  of  linen,  others  again  manufaduring 
the  papyrus.  Either  fex,  and  every  age,  was  engaged  in  tlic  pur- 
fuits  of  induftry,  nor  did  even  the  blind  or  the  lame  want  occupa- 
tions fuited  to  their  condition  '.  But  the  people  of  Alexandria,  a 
various  mixture  of  nations,  united  the  vanity  and  inconflancy  of 
the  Greeks,  with  the  fupcrftition  and  obftinacy  of  the  Egyptians. 
The  moft  trifling  [occafion,  a  tranfient  fcarcity  of  flcfli  or  lentils,  the 
negledt  of  an  accuftomed  falutation,^  a  miflake  of  precedency  in  the 
public  baths,  or  even  a  religious  difpute  were  at  any  time  fufHcient 
to  kindle  a  fedition  among  that  vaft  multitude,  whofe  refentments 
were  furious  and  implacable  After  the  captivity  of  Valerian 
and  the  indolence  of  his  fon  had  relaxed  the  authority  of  the  Iaw&» 
the  Alexandrians  abandoned  themfclvcs.  to  the  ungoverncd  rage  of 
their  pafTions,  and  their  unhappy  country  was  the  theatre  of  a  civil 
war,  that  continued  (with  a  few  fliort  and  fufpicious  truces)  above 
twelve  years  All  intercourfe  was  cut  off  between  the  fcver^ 
quarters  of  the  afflicted  city,  every  ftreet  was  pcdittted  with  bloody 
every  buildbg  of  ftrength  converted  into-  a  dilsdel ;  nor  did  the 
tumults  fiibfide,  till  a  confidierable  part  of  Alexandria  was  irre- 
trievably ruined*  The  Ipacious  and  mag  nificent  diftridi  of  Bruchion* 
with  its  palaces  and  mufKum,  the  xefideoce  of  the  kings  and  philo- 
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(bplien  of  Egypt,  is  deferibed  aboTc  a  century  aftenrardf  >  u  already 
reduced  to  its  prefent  tUts  of  ft  dreary  Iblitiide  ■ 

III.  The  obicure  rebdlioa  of  Trebellianu^  who  aflomed.  the  Rcbeiiiooof 
purple  in  Ifauria,  a  petty  province  of  Afia  Minor,  was  attended  with 
ftrange  and  memorable  oonfequences.  The  pageant  of  royal^  was 
ibon  deftroyed  by  an  officer  of  Gallienns ;  but  bis  followers,  de^ 
(pairing  of  mercy*  refolTcd  .to  fliake  off  thdr  allegiance  not  only  to 
the  emperor,  but  to  the  empire,  and  fuddenlf  returned  to  the  favage 
manners*  from  which  they  had  never  perfeQly  been  reclaimed* 
'Their  craggy  rocks,  a  branch  of  the  wide  extended  Taurus,  pro- 
te£ted  their  inacceffible  retreat.  The  tillage  of  fome  lertife 
Tallies  fupplied  them  with  the  neceflaries,  and  a  habit  of  rapine 
with  the  luxuries,  of  life. «  In  the  heart  of  the  Roman  monarchy^, 
the  Ilaurians  ever  continued  a  nation  of  wild  barbarians.  Sue- 
ceedtng  princes,  unable  to  reduce  them  to  obedience,  cither  by  arms 
or  poHcy,  were  compeMed  to  acknowledge  their  weaknds,  by  fur- 
rounding  the  hofiile  and  independent  fpot,  with  a  ftrong  chain  of 
fortifications  which  often  proved  infuffident  to  reftrain  the  in- 
euriions  of  thcfe  domcftic  foes.  The  Ifaurians,  gradually  extendiqg 
their  territory  to  the  Tea  coad,  fubducd  the  weftcrn  an4  mountainous 
■  part  of  Cillcia,  formerly  the  ncfl  of  thole  daring  pyrates,  againft 
whom  the  republic  was  obliged  to  exert  its  utmoft  force,  uo* 
dcr  the  condud  of  the  great  Pompey 

Our  habits  of  thinking  fo  fondly  conneft- the  order  of  the  Famine  n* 
vniverfc  with  the  fate  of  man,  that  this  gloomy  period  of  hifiory 
has  been  decorated  with  inundations,  earthquakes,  uncommon  me- 
teors, preternatural  darknefs,  and  a  crowd  of  prodigies  fiditious  or 
exaggerated  But  a  lon^r  and  general  famine  was  a  calamity  of  a 
more  Lrious  kintl.  It  was  the  inevitable  coufcquence  of  rapine  and 
opprcCion,  which  extirpated  the  produce  of  the  prefent,  and  the 
ho^-zC  of  future,  harvcfls.  Famine  is  almuil  ;Ll-.vay3  followed  by  epi- 
demical difcafcsj  the  cfTc^^  of  icanty  and  uuwholefome  food*  Other 
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caufes  muft  however  have  contributed  to  the  furious  plague,  which, 
from  the  year  two  hundred  and  fifty,  to  the  year  two  hundred  and 
fixty-five,  raged  without  interruption  ia  every  province,  every 
city,  and  almofl:  every  family,  of  the  Roman  empire.  During  feme 
time  five  thoufand  pciTons  died  daily  in  Rome ;  and  many  towns, 
that  had  efcaped  the  banda  of  the  barbarians*  were  entirely  depopu- 
lated 

Diminution       Wc  have  the  knowledge  of  avery  curious  circumftance  of  fomc  ufc 

of  the  human 

fpccics.  perhaps  in  the  melancholy  calculattoa  of  human  calamities.  An 
cxadl  regirter  was  kept  at  Alexandria,  of  all  the  citizens  entitled  to 
receive  the  diftribution  of  corn.  It  was  found,  that  (he  ancient 
number  of  thofe  comprifed  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  fcvcnty, 
had  been  equal  to  the  whole  fum  of  cLiimants,  from  fourteen  to 
fourfcore  years  of  age,  who  remained  alive  after  the  reign  of  Gal- 
lienus  Applying  this  authentic  faCl  to  the  mod  corred  tables 
of  mortality,  it  evidently  proves,  that  above  half  the  people  of 
Alexandria  had  perilhed ;  and  could  we  venture  to  extend  the  ana- 
logy to  the  other  provinces,  we  might  fufpe^l,  that  war,  peflilence, 
and  famine,  had  coafumed,  in  a  few  years,  the  moiety  of  the  hu- 
man fpeciea  '**• 
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C  H  A  P.  XL 


Reign  of  Claudius. — Defeat  of  the  Goiii.'^iehriii^  $ri^ 
umph^  and  deaths  of  Aurdtan^ 

T  T  N  D  ER  the  deplorable  reigns  of  Valerian  and  Gallienus,  tb6 


ein|»re  was  oppreflcd  and  almod  dcftroyed  by  the  (blditrty 
tlw  tyrants,  and  the  barbarians.  It  was  faved  by  a  ferics  of  great 
princeSi  who  derived  their  obfcure  origin  from  the  Mtrtitl  provinces 
of  lllyricum.  Within  a  period  of  about  thirty  years,  Claudius* 
Aurelian,  Probus,  Diodetian  and  his  colleagues,  triumphed  over  the 
foreign  and  domcftic  enemies  of  the  ftate,  rc-cftablifhed  with  the 
military  difcipline,  the  ftrength  of  the  if ootiersi  aad  defervedthc. 
glorious  title  of  Reftorers  of  the  Roman  world. 

The  removal  of  an  effeminate  tyrant  made  way  for  a  fucceillon  of  Aoreolui  in. 
heroes.    The  indignation  of  the  people,  imputed  all  their  calamities  derMtldC'ud 
to  Gallienus,  aiu!  the  far  greater  part  were,  indeed,  the  confequcnce  Mtlnn^'*" 
of  his  diflblute  manners  and  carelefs  adminiftration.    He  was  even 
dcftitntc  of  a  fcnfe  of  honour,  which  fo  frequently  fupplies  the  ab- 
fencc  of  public  virtue  ;  and  as  long  as  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
poircfTion  of  Italy,  a  viQory  of  the  barbarians,  the  lofs  of  a  pro- 
vince, or  the  rebellion  of  a  general,  feldom  dll^urbed  the  tranquil 
courfc  of  his  plcafurcs.    At  Icnqtb.,  a  confiderable  army,  ftationed  A.D. 
on  the  Upper  Danube,  invcllcd  v.  ith  the  imperial  purple  their  leader 
Aurcolus ;  who  difdaiuing  a  confined  and  barren  reign  over  the 
mountains  of  Ilhoctia,  paflcd  the  Alps,  occupied  Milan,  threatened 
Rome,  and  challenged  Gallienus  to  difpute  in  the  field  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Italy.    Tiic  emperor  provoked  by  the  infult,  and  alarmed 
by  the  inflaiit  danger,  fudcenly  exerted  that  latent  vigour,  which 
fomctimcs  broke  ihrough  the  iuduleoce  of  his  temper.  Forcing 
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hlmfelf  from  the  luxury  of  the  palace,  he  appeared  in  arms  at  the  head 
of  his  legions,  and  advanced  beyond  the  Po  to  encounter  his  com- 
petitor. The  corrupted  name  of  Pontirolo  '  ftill  prcfcrvcs  the 
memory  of  a  bridge  over  the  Adda,  which,  during  the  adtion,  mud 
have  proved  an  ohjcd:  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  both  armies. 
The  Rhsetian  ufurper,  after  receiving  a  total  defeat  and  a  dangerous 
\vound,  retired  into  Milan.  The  fiege  of  that  great  city  was  im- 
mediately formed ;  the  walls  were  battered  with  every  engine  ia 
ufe  among  the  ancients ;  and  Aureolus,  doubtful  of  his  internal  • 
ftrength,  and  hopelefs  of  foreign  fuccours,  already  anticipated  the 
fatal  confequences  of  unfuccefsful  rebellion. 

His  laft  refourcc  was  an  attempt  to  feduce  the  loyalty  of  the 
befiegers.  He  fcaticred  libels  through  their  camp,  inviiing  the  troops 
todefert  an  unworthy  mafter,  who  facrificed  the  public  happincfs  to 
his  luKury,  and  the  lives  of  his  mod  valuable  fubjcds  to  the 
flighted  fufpicions.  The  arts  of  Aureolus  dilTufed  fears  and  difcon- 
tent  among  the  principal  officers  of  his  rival.  A  conrpiracy  was 
formed  by  Heraclianus  the  Praetorian  Praefcii,  by  Marcian  a  j^cncral 
of  rank  and  reputation,  and  by  Cecrops,  who  commanded  a 
numerous  body  of  Dalmatian  guards.  The  death  of  Gallienus  was 
refolved,  and  notwiihftanding  their  dcfire  of  firft  terminating  the 
fiege  of  Milan,  the  extreme  danger  which  accompanied  every  mo- 
ment's delay,  obliged  them  to  haHen  the  execution  of  their  daring 
purpofe.  At  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  but  while  the  emperor  ftill 
protracted  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  an  alarm  was  fuddenly  given, 
that  Aureolus,  at  the  head  of  all  hi»  forces,  had  made  a  defperate 
fally  from  the  town  ;  Gallienus,  who  was  never  deficient  in  perfonal 
bravery,  ftarted  from  his  filken  couch,  and,  without  allowing  himfclf 
time  cither  to  put  on  his  armour,  or  to  aflcmble  his  guards,  he 
mounted  on  horfeback,  and  rode  full  fpccd  towards  the  fuppofed 
place  of  the  attack.  EncompalTed  by  his  declared  or  concealed 
enemies,  he  foon,  amidft  the  nodlurnal  tumult,  received  a  mortal 
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dart  from  an  uncertain  hand.  Before  he  expired,  a  patriotic  teati-  ^'^^^ 
ment  riling  in  the  mind  of  Gallienus,  induced  him  to  aame  ft  P^^*^ 
defenring  fucceflbr,  and  it  was  his  laft  requeft,  that  the  imperial 
ornaments  (hould  be  delivered  to  Claudius,  who  then  commanded  a 
detached  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia.  The  report  at  leaft 
was  diligently  propagated,  and  the  order  cheerfully  obeyed  by  the 
confpirators,  who  had  already  agreed  to  place  Claudius  on  the 
throne.  On  the  firft  news  of  the  emperor's  death,  the  troops  ex- 
prciTcd  Ibme  fufpicion  and  rcientnient,  till  the  one  was  removed  and 
the  other  allwagcd  by  a  donative  of  twenty  pieces  of  gold  to  each 
foldier.  They  then  ratified  the  eledion,  and  acknowledged  the 
merit  of  their  new  fovereign  *. 

The  obfcurity  which  covered  the  oricia  of  Claudius,  though  it  Chtrifler«nd 

'  _         °  °  elcvatfon  of 

might  leave  room  for  fome  flattering  fid.ion8  %  fufficiently  reveals  thetmperof 
the  meannefs  of  his  birth.  We  can  only  difcover  that  he  was  a 
native  of  one  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  the  Danube ;  that  his 
youth  was  fpent  in  arms,  and  that  his  modeft  valour  atiradcd  the 
favour  and  confidence  of  Dccius.  The  fcnatc  and  people  already 
confidered  him  as  an  excellent  officer,  equal  to  the  mod  important 
trufis ;  and  cenfurcd  the  inattention  of  Valerian,  who  fuffered  him 
to  remain  in  the  fubordinate  ftatkm  of  a  tribune.  But  it  was  not  long 
before  that  emperor  diftioguiOied  the  merit  a£  Cbodius,  by  dechiriog 
him  general  in  duef  of  the  Ulyrian  frontier,  with  the  command  of 
all  the  troope  in  Thrace,  Msefia,  Daeia,  Pannooia,  and  Dalniatia«  the^ 
appointments  of  the  praefed  of  Egypt,  the  eftaUilkment  of  the  pto- 
eooful  of  Africa,  and  the  fore  profpeCt  of  the  confuUhip.  By  hit 
victories  over  the  Gothsi  he  deferred  from  the  fenate  the  honour  of  a 
ftattie,  and  excited  the  jealous  apprehenfions  of  GalUenuB*  .  It  wat 
impoflible  that  a  fiddler  could  efteem  fo  diflblote  aibvereign>  nor  b  it 
eafy  to  conceal  a  juft  contempt.  Some  unguarded  es^reffions  whidi 
dropt  from  Claudius,  were  offictoufly  tranfmitted  to  the  loyal  ear. 
The  emperor's  anfwer  to  an  officer  of  confidenoci  betrayi  lut  own 
Vob.  L  P  p  charaOer 
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ch*ra£ter  and  that  of  the  times.    *'  There  is  not  any  thing  capable 

of  giving  me  more  ferious  concern,  than  the  intelligence  contained 

*•  in  your  laft  difpatch  *  ;  that  fome  malicious  fiiggeftions  have  indlf- 

•*  pofed  towards  us  the  mind  of  our  friend  and  parent  Claudius. 

•*  As  you  regard  your  allegiance,  ufe  every  means  to  appeafc  his 

refentraent,  but  condudl  your  negociatioQ  with  fecrecy  ;  let  if 

"  not  reach  th«  knowledge  of  the  Dtdan  troops  ;  they  arc  already 

provc^ed,  and  it  might  inflame  thdr  far^.    I  myfeif  have  fcnc 

him  fome  ppefiatt :  be  it  yonr  cave  dnt  he  accept  them  with  plea- 

<t  fiirew   Above  atl>  let  liin  not  MpeSt  Hiat  I  am  made  acquainted 

**  wi^  lot  impnideBC«k   The  ftar  ef  my  anger  might  urge  him  to 

**  defperate  oounfcl*  V  The  prefente  whidi  accompcnial  this  hum« 

bleeiHft]e,  (Ueh  at  a  monarch  hat  fiddom  addfefled  to  a  difoontemed 

§AjtBb,  eoi^M  of  a  confidcfaMe  rum  <^  monejr,.  a  fpleii£d 

maieckt^  wad  e  wkiiAtB  ibf  Tice  of  filver  and  gdd  plate.  Bj  fudi 

aria  GirfUeiiiie  ftAned  the  indignatioat  aod  dialed  the  Buat  of 

hieUtyrian  genent  s  and,  dnnog  the  remaiDder  of  that  reign,  the 

-  ftmudahle  Iwaid  of  Cfaindim  mw  always  drawn  hi  the  caufe  of  a 

nuaflerwhoBkhederi^fed.  At  lall^  indeed,  he  received  ftom  the 

cott^ratora  the  bloodf  pnrple  of  Galliemis :  bat  he  had  been  abftnc 

from  their  camp  and  councils ;  and  however  he  might  applaud  the 

deed,  we  may  candidly  prefume  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  know- 

ledge  of  it  \  When  Chmdiua  afcended  the  throne,  he  was  about 

iifty-four  years  of  age. 

BMibaf  The  fiege  of  Milan  was  ftill  continued,  and  Aureolus  (oon  dil^ 
Awmrfats 

covered,  that  the  fuccefs  of  his  artifices  had  only  railed  up  a  more 
determined  adverfary.  He  attempted  to  negociate  with  Claudius  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  partition.  "  Tell  him,"  replied  the  intrepid 
emperor,  "  that  fuch  propofals  fhould  have  been  made  toGallienus ; 
"  he,  perhaps,  might  have  liftcned  to  them  with  patience,  and  ac- 
ccptcd  a  colleague  as  defpicable  as  himfelf This  ftern  rcfufal^ 
and  a  laft  luifuccefsful  effort,  obliged  Aureolus  to  yield  the  city  and 

himielf 
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him&lf  to  die  difcretion  of  the  conqueror.  The  judgment  of  the 
Mimj  pronounced  him  worthy  of  death,  and  Claudius,  after  a  feeble 
iefi{lance,  confented  to  the  execution  of  the  fentcncc.  Nor  was  the 
2eal  of  the  fenate  lefs  ardent  in  ihe  caufe  of  their  acw  fovcreiga- 
They  ratified}  perhaps  with  a  finccre  tranfport  of  zeal,  the  cledioa 
of  Claudius;  and  as  his  prcdccefior  had  flicwn  liimfelf  the  perfonal 
enemy  of  their  order,  they  cxercifed  under  the  name  of  jufUce  a 
feverc  revenge  againfl  his  friends  and  family.  The  fenate  was  per- 
mitted to  difcharge  the  ungrateful  office  of  puuiftimcnt,  and  the  em- 
peror rcfcrved  for  himfelf  the  pleafurc  and  merit  of  obtaining  by 
his  interccllion  a  general  att  of  indemnity  *. 

•    Such  oftentatious  clemency  difcovers  lefs  of  the  real  charadcr  of  OemeBcyta* 

■'  jultite  ol 

Claudius,  than  a  trifling  clrcumftancc  in  which  he  fecms  to  have  Ciiodioi. 
obe^'cd  the  didates  of  his  heart.  The  frequent  rebellions  of  the 
provinces  had  involved  alnnoft  every  perfon  in  the  guilt  of  treafon^ 
almofl  every  cilatc  in  the  cafe  of  confifcation  ;  and  Gallienus  often 
difplaycd  his  liberality,  by  diftributing  among  his  ofTicers  the  pro- 
perty of  his  fubjeds.  On  the  accefllon  of  Claudius,  an  old  woman  * 
threw  herfelf  at  hit  feet*  and  complained  that  a  general  of  the  late 
emperor  had  obtained  an  arbitrary  grant  of  her  patrimony.  The  gene- 
ral wat  Glaudiut  hinielf*  who  liad  not  endrdy  etcaped  the  contagion 
ofdwdam.  Tlie«Dperor  bluilMd  at  die  reproach*  but  defenrad  die 
confidence  which  ihe  had  repoied  in  hit  equity.  The  conldfion  of 
hit  fiudtmt  aceoBpanied  mbk  immridiatf  and  ample  lefiitntion  *. 

In  diearduoiM  taik  which  Qaudiitt  had  tindertakai»of  xeftoring  the 
empiie  to  itt  ancient  fplendoft  it  wat  firft  neceflary  to  revire  among  Twm^^ontf 
hit  tfoopt  a  fcnie  of  older  and  obedience.  With  die  endmrity  of 
a  veteran  oonunander,  he  rcpreftnted  to  theaif  diat  die  sdasatitm 
of  difiapline  had  introduced  a  Um^  tnun  of  difixderti  the  ^ffefit  of 
which  were  at  length  CKperienced  by  the  foUiera  tfaenielvet ;  thac 
a  people  nuned  by  oppctflioo«  and  indolent  from  de^^*  cotdd  no* 
lofl^  iia^lj  a  noneKHit  army  with  the  meant  of  lusmyt  <kc  mm 
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of  fubfiftcncc:  that  the  danger  of  each  individual  had  incrcafed 
with  the  defpotifm  of  the  military  order,  fince  princes  who  tremble 
-  on  the  throne,  will  guard  their  fafety  by  the  inftant  facrifice  of 
cveiy  obnoxious  fubje£L  The  emperor  expatiated  on  the  mifchiefs 
of  •  lawlds  capxice  wlucli  the  fi^iera  could  only  gratify  at  the  ex- 
penoe  of  dieir  own  bl<iod ;  aa  their  feditioua  dedions  had  lb  fie.  • 
c^nently  been  followed  by  dvil  wan,  which  amfamcd  the  flower  of 
die  legiont  eidier  in  die  field  of  battle  or  in  the  cruel  abule  of  Tio> 
tory.  He  painted  in  die  mc^  lively  ooloan  the  exhaufted  St$ltt  of 
the  treafiiry*  the  delblation  of  die  provinces,  the  di%nce  of  the 
Boman  name*  and  die  infiilent  triom^  of  rapacious  barbarians.  It 
was  againft  dibfe  baibarians,  he  dedared,  that  he  intended  to  point 
die  firft  effort  of  their  arms.  Tetricus  might  reign  tot  a  while  over 
the  We^  and  even  Zenobia  might  preferve  the  domiiuon  of  the 
Eaft'*.  Thefe  uTurpers  were  his  perfonal  advedaries}  nor  could 
he  dibk  trf*  indulging  any  private  refentnent  till  he  had  &ved  an 
'ffopte,  whofe  impending  ruin  would,  unlefs  it  was  timely  pre- 
«  vented,  crufh  both  the  army  and  the  people. 
A.D.  269.  The  various  nations  of  Germany  and  Sarmatia«  who  fought  under 
hatlAeThe  tbc  Gothic  Aandard,  had  already  colledcd  an  armament  more  for- 
midable  than  any  whicli  had  yet  ifTued  from  the  Euxine.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Niefter,  one  of  the  great  rivers  that  difcharge  them- 
fclves  into  it,  they  conftrufted  a  fleet  of  two  thoufand,  or  even  of 
fix  thoufand  veflels";  numbers  which,  however  incredible  they 
may  fcem,  would  have  been  infufTkient  to  tranfport  their  pretended 
army  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  barbarians.  Whatever 
might  be  the  real  ftrength  of  the  Goths,  the  vigour  and  fuccefs  of 
the  expedition  were  not  adequate  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  prepara- 
tions. In  their  paffage  through  the  BofphoruSi  the  unfkilful  pilots 
were  overpowered  by  the  violence  of  the  current;  and  while  the 
multitude  of  their  fliips  were  crowded  in  a  narrow  chamid,  raany 
were  daflied  againft  each  other,  ot  againft  die  ihore»   The  barb»- 
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nana  made  defcenta  on  various  coafla  both  of  Europe  and  Afia ;  but 
the  open  country  was  already  plundered,  and  tfaey  were  repulfed 
with  fhame  and  lofs  from  feveral  of  the  fortified  cities.  A  fpirit 
of  difcouragement  and  divifion  arofe  in  the  fleeti  and  fomeof  their 
Chiefs  failed  away  towards  the  illands  of  Crete  and  Cyprus ;  but 
ihe  main  body  purfuing  a  more  flcady  courfe,  anchored  at  length 
near  the  foot  of  mount  Athos,  and  a(raulted  the  city  of  ThefTalonica, 
the  wealthy  capital  of  all  the  Macedonian  provinces.  Their  attacks, 
in  which  they  difplaycd  a  fierce  but  artlefs  bravery,  were  foon  in- 
terrupted by  the  rapid  approach  of  Claudius,  haflcning  to  a  fcene 
of  adlion  that  defcrved  the  prefence  of  a  warlike  prince  at  the  head 
of  the  remaining  powers  of  the  empire.  Impatient  for  battle,  the 
Goths  immediately  broke  up  their  camp,  relinquifhed  the  fiege  of 
Theilalonica,  left  their  navy  at  the  foot  of  mount  Athos,  tra- 
verfed  the  hills  of  Macedonia,  and  preflfcd  forwards  to  engage  the 
laft  defence  of  Italy. 

\Vc  ftill  pofTefs  an  original  letter  addreffed  by  Claudius  to  the  Diftrffi  md 
fenate  and  people  on  tliis  memorable  occafion.  "  Confcript  fathers,"  chudiu*. 
fays  the  emperor,  "  know  that  three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
**  Goths  have  invaded  the  Roman  territory.  If  I  vanquilh  them, 
**  your  grautude  will  reward  my  ferrioest  Should  I  fall,  remember 
'*  that  I  am  the  fucceflbr  of  Gallienus.  The  whole  republic  is  fa- 
*'  ttgued.  We  ihall  fight  after  Valerian,  after  Ingeniiui»  Regilli- 

anus,  LoUisenus,  Pofthumus,  Gelfus,  and  a  thouiand  othersi  whom 
**  a  juft  contempt  for  Gallienus  provided  into  rebellion.  We  are 
*'  in  want  of  darts,  of  fpears*  and  of  fliields.   The  ftreogth  of  the 

empire,  Gaul,  and  Spain,  are  ufurped  by  Tetricus,  and  we  bluih 
*•  to  acknowledge  that  the  archers  of  the  Eaft  ferve  imder  the  ban- 
'*  ners  of  Zenolua.  Whatever  wc  (hall  perform,  will  be  fuffictently 
*f  great  '*.'*  The  melancholy  firmnefs  of  this  epiftle,  announces  a 
herocareleis  of  his  fate,  confcious  of  his  danger,  but  Hill  deriving 
a  well  grounded  hope  from  the  refources  of  his  own  mind* 
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HisTtAary       Thc  cvent  furpaffed  hit  own  expcdbitions  and  thofe  of  the  world. 

GMki.  By  the  moil  iigoal  vidories  he  delivered  thc  empire  from  this  bar- 
baric hoft,  and  was  diftinguifhed  by  pofterity  under  the  glorious 
appellation  of  the  Gothic  Claudius.  The  imperfect  hiftorians  of  an 
irregular  war  do  not  enable  us  to  defcrihe  tlie  order  and  circum- 
ftances  of  his  exploits;  but,  if  we  could  be  indulged  in  the  allu- 
fion*  we  might  diftribute  into  three  ads  this  memorable  tragedy. 
I.  The  decifive  battle  was  fought  near  Naill'iis,  a  city  of  Dardania. 
The  legions  at  firft  gave  way,  opprelfcd  by  numbers,  and  difmayed 
by  misfortunes.  Their  ruin  was  inevitable,  had  not  the  abilities 
of  their  emperor  prepared  a  feafonable  relief.  A  large  detachment 
rifing  out  of  the  fecret  and  difficult  pafles  of  the  mountains,  which,  by 
his  order  they  had  occupied*  fuddenly  aflailed  the  rear  of  the  vide- 
rious  Gotht.  Tbeifmocibk  infbat  wu  improved  by  the  adtivity 
of  QandiiM.  He  revived  the  courage  of  his  troop8>  xefluced  thdr 
ranks,  and  prefled  the  barbarians  on  every  fide.  Fifty  tfaon&nd  men 
■are  reported  lo  have  been  flun  in  the  battle  of  Naifliis.  Several 
large  bodies  of  barbariani«  covering  dwir  retreat  with  a  moveable 
ftrtifieatkn  of  waggons,  retired,  or  rather  efeaped,  from  the  field 
of  flaughter.  IL  We  may  prefiime  that  Ibme  infurmountable  dif* 
ficulty,  the  fatigue,  perhaps,  or  the  dilbbcdience  of  the  oonqueran, 
preveated  GhucBus  ftom  completing  in  one  day  the  deftrudion  o£ 
the  Gkkhs.  The  war  was  diflfufed  over  the  rprovioces  of  Maefia, 
Thmce,  and  Macedonia,  and  its  operations  drawn  out  into  a  variety 
of  marches,  furprifes,  and  tumultuary  engagements,  as  well  by  lea 
as  by  land.  When  the  Romans  fufiered  any  lofs,  it  was  commonly 
occafioned  by  tlMir  own  cowardice  or  raHineHi ;  but  the  fuperior 
talents  of  the  emperor,  his  perfed  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  his 
judicious  choice  of  meafurcs  and  officers,  aflurcd  on  moft  occafions 
the  fucccfs  of  his  arms.  The  imnienfe  booty,  thc  fruit  of  fo  many 
viQories,  confifted  for  the  greater  part  of  cattle  and  Haves.  Afele^ 
body,  of  the  Gothic  youth  was>recetved  among  the  imperial  troops ; 
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the  remainder  was  fold  into  fervltude  ;  and  fo  confiderable  was  the 
number  of  female  captives,  that  eveiy  foldier  obtained  to  his  fhare 
two  or  tlirce  women.  A  circuraflance  from  which  we  may  con- 
clude) that  the  invaders  entertained  feme  defigns  of  fettlement  as 
well  as  of  plunder ;  fince  in  a  naval  expedition  they  were  accom- 
panied by  their  ftniticab  'IIL  The  lois  of  their  fleet,  which  was 
either  taken  or  (bakt  hid  iaiereepted  the  retreat  of  die  Goths.  A  vaft 
eiideof  Romaa  pofts  diftribqwd  with  flriU,  fupported  with  Brmntth 
and  gradinlly  dofing  towards  a  conmon  eenler,  fiorccd  the  barbamM 
siit»  die  meit  tnaeeeffibJe  parts  of  moont  Hcmut,  where  they  ^ound  a 
Us  refiige*  hut  a  very  faatf  fAGStcoce,  Dorhqf  die  courfe  of  a 
iigaroaa  wintert  in  winch  diej  were  befieged  by  the  co^eror's 
ttoogh  6aune  and  peftilence»  'delertioo  and  the  (word,  eontiaoaUy 
diminilhed  dtfr  hapnfimed  mnhitude.  On  die  return  of  fynag,  A,D»97o» 
nodiing  appeared  in  annt  except  a  hardy  and  detperate  band,  the 
remnant  of  that  mighty  hoft  whidi  ha4  embarkad  at  the  month  of 
die  Nisfter* 

The  peflilcnce  which  fwept  awiy  fiieh  nnmhen  of  the  barhariaBi,  Mircb. 

Dmh  of  tlis 

at  length  proved  £itai  to  their  oonqoevor.   After  a  fliart  but  gl»*  eapew.wko 
xiout  rdgn  of  timar  yetrs»  dan^a  expired  at  Sisminni,  amidft  dM  JJJJjrS 
tears  and  aodamatiinia  of  his  iblgcQs»  In  his  lift  iihi^  be  eon-  UtfiMceffiiK. 
veoed  the  principal  officers  of  die  Bate  and  army*  and  in  their  pre* 
fence  reooromended  Aorelian,  one  of  his  genende*  as  the  moft  de» 
fovingof  the  throne,  and  the  heft  qualified  to  execute  the  great  de« 
fign  which  he  himfelf  had  been  permitted  only  to  undertake.  The 
inrtiaes  of  Claudius,  his  valour,  affabilt^'%  juftice,  and  tempe^- 
rance,  his  love  of  fame  and  of  his  country,  place  him  in  that  fhaft 
lift  of  emperors  who  added  luilre  to  the  Roman  purple.    Thofe  vir* 
tues,  however,  were  celebrated  with  peculiar  zeal  and  comjHacency 
by  the  courtly  writers  of  the  age  of  Q>nftantine,  who  was  the  great 
graodfon  of  Crifpus,  the  elder  brother  of  Claudius.    The  voice  of 
flattery  was  ibon  taught  to  repeat,  that  the  gods,  who  £9  haftily  had 
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Iheaiiempt 
and  fall  ot 
.QsinliliM. 


April. 

Origin  and 
fc'vicn  of 
Auidian. 


fnatched  Qaudlos  from  the  eartb,  rewarded  his  merit  and  piety  hj 
the  perpetual  eflablifhrnencof  the  empire  in  hit  family 

NotwithftandiDg  thefe  oracles,  the  greatnefii  of  the  Flavian  fiimily  (a 
name  which  it  had  pleaied  them  toaflume)  was  deferred  above  twenty 
years*  and  the  elevation  of  Qaudius  occaiioned  the  immediate  ruin 
of  his  brother  Qnintilius,  who  poHeflcd  not  fufficient  mpderation 
or  courage  to  defcend  into  the  private  ftation  to  which  tlic  patriot- 
ifm  of  the  late  emperor  had  condemned  him.  Witliout  delay  or  re- 
fle£lion,  he  afTumed  the  purple  at  i^quileia»  Wlierc  he  commanded 
a  confiderabic  force ;  and  though  his  reign  lafted  only  feventeen 
days,  he  had  time  to  obtain  the  fandion  of  the  fcnatc,  and  to  ex- 
perience a  mutiny  of  the  troops.  As  foon  as  he  was  informed  that 
the  great  army  of  the  Danube  had  invcUed  the  well  known  valour 
of  Aurelian  with  imperial  power,  he  lunk  under  the  fame  and  merit 
of  his  rival ;  and  ordering  his  veins  to  be  opened,  prudently  with- 
drew  himfclf  from  the  unequal  conteft 

The  general  dcfign  of  this  work  will  not  permit  us  minutely  to 
relate  the  adions  of  every  emperor  after  he  afccndcd  the  throne, 
much  lefs  to  deduce  the  various  fortunes  of  his  private  life.  We 
fliall  only  obferve,  that  the  lather  of  Aurelian  was  a  peafant  of  the 
territory  of  Sirmium,  who  occupied  a  fmall  &rm,  the  property  of 
Aurdius,  a  rich  feiuttor.  His  warlike  Ibn  inlifted  in  the  troops  as  a 
common  foldier,  fucceffivdy  role  to  the  rank  of  a  centurum,  a  tri- 
bune, the  praefed  of  a  legion,  the  inljpeiEhHr  of  the  camp,  the  gene- 
nJt  or  as  it  was  then  called,  the  duke  of  a  frontier;  and  at  length, 
during  the  Gothic  war,  ezerdfed  the  important  office  of  commander 
in  chief  of  the  cavalry.  In  every  ftation  he  diftinguilhed  himfdf 
by  matchlefs  valour  *%  rigid  diicipline,  and  fucceisful  condu6k.  He 
'  was  inveftcd  with  the  oonfiillhip  by  the  emperor  Valerian,  who  flyles 
him,  in  the  pompous  language  of  that  age,  the  deliverer  of  Illyri- 
cum,  the  reftorer  of  Gaul,  and  the  rival  of  the  Scipios.  At  the  re- 
oommcndatioo  of  Valerian,  afeoatorof  the  higheft  rank  and  merit, 
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Ulpius  CrinituSf  whofc  blood  wm  denved  from  the  Came  fource  as 
that  of  Tr^an>  adopted  the  Pannonian  pcafant,  gave  him  his  daughter  . 
10  marriage,  and  relieved  with  his  ample  fortune  the  hoooiuable 
•poverty  which  Aurelian  had  prefer  vcd  i  a  violate  '*. 

The  reign  of  Aurelian  was  only  four  years  and  about  nine  Aawliuiii 
months ;  but  every  inftant  of  that  ftiort  period  was  filled  by  fome  t6gt» 
memorable  atchievment.  He  put  an  end  to  the  Gothic  war,  chaf- 
tifed  the  Germans  who  invaded  Italy,  recovered  Gaul,  Spain,  and 
Britain  out«of  the  hands  of  Tctricus,  and  dcftroycd  the  proud  mo- 
narchy which  Zeaobia  had  ere^ed  ia  xhe  £aftj  oa  the  xuins  of  the 
•iBSided  empire. 

It  was  the  rigid  attention  of  Aurelian,  even  to  tlic  minuteft  ar-  H»fev«cdif« 
iicles  of  difciplinc,  which  beftowed  fuch  uninterrupted  fuccefs  on  his 
arms.    His  military  regulations  are  contained  in  a  very  concife 
cpiftle  to  one  of  his  inferior  officers,  who  is  commanded  to  enforce 
them,  as  he  wiflies  to  become  a  tribune,  or  as  he  is  defirous  to  live. 
Caming,  drinking,  and  the  arts  of  divination,  were  fevcrely  pro- 
hibited.   Aurelian  expected  that  his  foldiers  fhould  be  modeft, 
frugal,  and  laborious  ;  that  theix  armour  fliould  be  conftantly  kept 
bright,  their  weapons  ihacp,  their  clothing  and  horfes  ready  for 
immediate  fervice  ;  that  they  (hould  live  in  their  quarters  with  chaf- 
tity  and  fobriety,  without  damaging  the  cornfields,  without  ftealing 
even  a  fhccp,  a  fowl,  or  a  bunch  of  grapes,  without  exading  from 
their  landlords  either  fait,  or  oil,  or  wood.    "  The  public  allow- 
*•  ance,"  continues  the  emperor,  "  is  fufficicnt  for  their  fupport  ; 
•*  then:  wealth  fliould  be  colle<Sted  from  the  fpoil  of  the  enemy,  not 
"  from  the  tears  of  the  provincials         A  fnu^lc  inftance  will  fcrvc 
to  difplay  the  rigour,  and  even  cruelty,  oi  Aurelian.    One  of  the 
Ibldiers  had  feduced  the  wife  of  his  hoft.    The  guilty  wretch  was 
faftened  to  two  trees  forcibly  drawn  towards  each  other,  and  his  limbs 
torn  afunder  by  their  fudden  feparatton.   A  few  fuch  examples  im- ' 
IpceOed  a  falutary  coufieroation.   The  punishments  of  Aurelian  were 
Vol-  L  Q^<j  terrible; 
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tcrriUei  but  ke  Iwd  leldom  occaiion  to  pimifli  more  than  once  the 
£iine  offence.  His  own  conduct  gave  a  fandton  to  his  laws,  and  the 
f«dkuNi»  l«gioft  drmded  a  cbief  who  had  kanied  to  obef  >  and  who 

was  worthy  to  command. 
He  conclude*  death  of  Claudius  had  reviTcd  the  fainting  fpirit  of  the  Goths. 

teOBtht'^    The  troops  which  guarded  the  paffcs  of  mount  Hxmus,  and  tl;e  bank* 
o£  the  Danube,  had  been  drawn  away  by  the  apprehenfion  of  a 
civil  war ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  remaining  b  >Jy  of  the  Gothic 
and  Vandalic  tribes  embraced  the  favourable  opportuniry,  left  their 
fettlements  of  the  Ukraine,  traverfcd  the  rivers,  and  fwcllcd  with 
new  multitudes  the  dcrtroying  hofl:  of  their  countrymen.  Their 
united  numbers  were  at  length  cncor.ntered  by  Aurelian,  and  the 
bloody  and  iloubtful  conflict  ended  only  with  the  approach  of 
jlight        Exhauftcd  by  fo  many  calamities  which  they  had  mutually 
endured  and  inflicted  during  a  twenty  years  war,  the  Gotlis  and 
the  Unmans  confented  to  a  Lifting  and  beneficial  treaty.    It  was 
earneftly  folicitcd  by  the  barbarians,  and  cheerfully  ratified  by  the 
legions,  to  whofe  fulTrage  Aurelian  prudently  referred  the  decifion 
of  that  important  queAion.    The  CJothic  nation  engaged  to  fupply 
the  armies  of  Rome  with  a  body  of  two  thoufand  auxiliaries,  con- 
fifting  entirely  of  cavalry,  and  ftipulated  in  return  an  undifturbed 
retreat,  with  a  regular  market  as  far  as  the  Danube,  provided  by 
the  emperor's  care,  but  at  their  own  cxpencc.     The  treaty  was. 
obfervcd  with  fuch  religious  fidelity,  that  when  a  party  of  five  hun» 
drcd  men  ftraggled  from  the  camp  in  queft  of  plunder,  the  king  or 
general  of  the  barbarians  commanded  that  the  guilty  leader  (hould' 
be  apprehended  and  (hot  to  death  with  darts,  as  a  victim  devoted  to 
the  fandity  of  their  engagements.    It  is,  however,  not  unlikely, 
that  the  precaution  of  Aurelian,  who  had  exatTbed  as  hoftages  the 
fons  and  daughters  of  the  Gothic  chiefs,  contributed  fomcthing  to 
this  pacific  temper.    The  youths  he  trained  in  arms,  and  near  his 
own  perfon  j.  to  the  damfcis  he  gave  a  liberal  and  Roman  education,'. 

and; 
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and  by  bcftowing  them  in  marriage  ou  foinc  of  Jiis  principal  officer*, 

gradually  introduced  between  the  two  na^tionS}  the  clolcil  and  moft 

endearing  connexions  ^ 

But  the  moft  important  condition  of  peace  was  underftood  rather  «n<lrefigi»to 

...       .  P*^ 
than  exprcITcd  in  the  treaty.    Aureliaa  withdrew  the  Roman  forces  *ioc*  «f 

from  Dacia,  and  tacitly  relinquifhed  that  great  province  to  the 
Gioths  and  Vandals  His  manly  judgment  convinced  him  of  the 
iblid  advantages,  and  taught  him  to  defpifc  the  fecming  difgrace 
of  thus  contracting  the  fitmlient  ci  the  moaarchy^  The  Daciaft 
fubje^  removed  &oai  tbofe  diftant  pofleflions  which  they  were 
iinaUe  to  cultinte  or  defeodi  added  fiMogth  and  populoufnefs  to  tfae 
iaaaibem  fide  of  tlie  Dannbe.  -  A  .fertile  territory,  wfakh  die  reper 
tUion  of  barbarous  ioroada  had  changed  into  a  defert,  was  yielded 
to  their  iaduftry,  and  a  new  promoe  of  Dacia  ftUl  prelerved  the 
memory  ci  Trajan'a  eooqaefla.  The  old  coiratry  of  that  name 
'detained,  however,  a  coofiderabfe  aumher  of  its  kAalnUntB  who 
dieted  esile  more  than  a  Oothic  mailer  Thdie  degenerate  Rtfy 
mane  continued  to  lerve  the  empire,  whoft  aHe^iaiice  they  had 
iiaunced  by  introdociiig  among  their  oonqtetors  die  firft  notkmt  of 
agricnltnre,  the  ufeful  arts,  and  the  eofiTcniences  ef  civHifed  lifik 
Aa  intercourfe  of  commerce  and  language  was  gradually  eftabUflief 
between  the  oppolite  baaka  of  the  Danabc ;  and  ^ter  Dacia  became 
an  independent  ftaie,  it  often  |»oved  the  firmeft  barrier  of  th^ 
empire  againft  the  iovafiona  of  ^e  iaTaget  of  (he  north.  A  lenfe  of 
inter^  attached  thefe  more  fettled  barbariaa^  to  die  alliance  of 
Rome,  and  a  permanent  Satercft-  veiy  frec^eody  ripene  into  fincere 
and  nfeful  £neadO\ip.  This  vaikve  cofony  which  filled  the  andehc 
province,  andwaaiafetifibiy  blended  into  one  great  people,  ftill  ac- 
knowledged the  (uperior  rdimvm  and  atnherity  of  the  Gothic  tribq^ 
and  claimed  the  fancied  honour  of  a  ScaocHaaTian  origin.  At  the 
iame  time  the  i»ppy  refemblanoe  of  the  aame  of  Getse,  kfbfiii 
among  die  cxedolons  Gotha,  a  vain  perfuafiony  dwt  ta  a  remoiB 

a  age* 
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age,  their  own  anceftors,  already  featcd  in  the  Dacian  provincej^ 
had  received  the  inftrudlions  of  Zamolxisj  and  checked  the  vitlorioua 
*         arms  of  Scroftris  and  Darius 
The  Aleaaw-     Wliile  the  vigorous  and  moderate  conduct  of  Aurclian  reftored 
the  lilyriau  frontier,  the  nation  of  the  Alemanni  "  violated  the 
condirions  of  peace,   which  either  GalUenus  had  purchafcd,  or 
Qaudius  had  impofed,  and  inflamed  by  their  impatient  youth, 
fuddenly  flew  to  arms.    Jfomy  thou&iid  horfe  appeared  in  the 
field     and  the  numbers  of  the  in&ntry  ddnbled  thole  "of  the  c» 
Tally      The  firft  object  of  their  ayarice  me  a  - lew  cities  of  the 
Rhsetian  frontier;  but  thdr  hopea  foon  rifiag  with  foccefs,  the 
rapid  march  of  th^  Alemanni  tticcd  a  !tne  of  dmfiacioa  fioni  the- 
Danobetothe  Pa*';  . 
A.  Ik.  S70.     The  emperor  was  alinoll  at  the  iame  time  informed  of  the  trnipi» 
tioot  and  of  the  retreat^  of  the  barbarians.   Golleding  an  adive 
body  of  troops,  he  marched  with  filenoe  and  cdcrity  along  the 
<llcirts  of  the  Heraynian  foieflTf  and  die  Akmanni,  laden  with*  the 
ijpoils  of  Italy,  arrived  at  the  Banube,  without  fufpeding,  that  on 
tiie  oppofite  bank,  and  in  an  advantageous  poft,  a  ROdian  army  lay 
concealed  and  prepared  to  intercept  their  return.  Aurclian  indulged 
the  laUl  lecurity  of  die  barbarians^  and  permitted  about  half 
theur  forces  to  pais  the  river  without  precaution.  Their  fituatioiK 
and  afkoniihment  gave  htm  an  eafy  vidlory ;  his  fkilful  oondufi:  inp* 
proved  the  advantage.   Dilpoflog  the  legions  in  a  femicircidar  famr» 
lie  advanced  tiie  two  horns  of  the  cre(cent  acrafs  the  Danube* 
and  wheeling  them  on<  a  fudden  towards  tJie  center,  indoled  the 
rear  of  the  German  hoft.  The  difmayed  barbarians,  on  whatfoever 
fide  they  cafl  their  eyes,  beheld  with  d^pair,  a  wafted'  country,  ai 
deep  and  rapid  ftream,  a  vidmious  and  implacable  enemy. 

Reduced  to  this  difhrefled  condition,  the  Alemanni,  no  longer 
difdained  to  fue  fyt  peaces  AureUan  received  their  ambafiOulors  at 
camp^  and  witb  every  circumftance  of  martial  pomp 

that 
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(Iiat  could  difplay  the  greatncfs  and  difclpline  of  Rome.  The 
legions  flood  to  their  arms  in  well  ordered  ranks  and  awful  filence. 
The  principal  commanders,  diftingulflicd  by  the  cnfigns  of  their 
rank,  appeared  on  horfeback  on  either  fide  of  the  imperial  throne. 
Behind  the  throne,  the  confccratcd  imnin;cs  of  the  emperor,  anl  h't^ 
prcdeccflbrs      the  golden  eagles,   and  the  v.irious  titles  of  the 
legions,  engraved  in  letters  of  gold,  were  exalted  in  the  air  on 
lofty  pikes  covered  with  fdver.    When  Aiirclian  afRimcd  his  feat, 
his  manly  grace  and  majeftic  figure     taught  the  barbarians  to 
revere  the  pcrfon  as  well  as  the  purple  of  (heir  conqueror.  The 
amballadors  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground  in  filencc.    They  were 
commanded  to  rife,  and  permitted  to  fpeak.    By  the  affdlancc  of 
interpreters  they  extenuated  their  perfidy,  magnified  their  cxploita* 
.expatiated  on  ilic  vielilitudes  of  fortune  and  the  advantages  of 
peace,  and,  with  an  ill-timed  confidence,  demanded  a  large  fubfidy, 
as  the  price  of  the  alliance  which  they  offered  to  the  Romans. 
The  anfwer  of  the  emperor  was  flern  and  imperious.    He  treated 
their  offer  with  contempt,  and  their  demand  with  indignation, 
reproached  the  barbarians,  that  they  were  as  ignorant  of  the  arts  of 
war  as  of  the  laws  of  peace,  and  finally  difmifTed  them  with  the 
choice  only  of  fubinittiDg  to  hit  uncoaditioned  mercy,  or  awaiting 
the  utmoft  feveriQr  of  his  refentment Aarelian  had  refigaed  a 
diftant  proirince  to  the  Goths ;  but  it  was  dangerous  to  tmft  or  to 
^irdon  thefe  perfidious  barbarians,  whofe  formidable  power  kept 
Italy  itfiilf  in  perpetual  alarms. 

Immediately  after  this  conference,  it  ihould'  f^m  that  fome  uo-  TkeAie. 
expeded  emergency  required  the  emperor's  prelence  in  Pannonia.  luij^^'"*'^ 
He  devolved  on  his  lieutenants  the  care  of  finifhing  the  deftrudion 
of  the  Alemanm,  either  by  the  ftrord,  or  by  the  fiirer  operatbn  of 
Ikmine.  But  an  active  ddpair  has  often  triumphed  over  the  indo- 
lent afliwanoe  of  fuccels.  The  barbarians,  finding  it  impoflible  to 
tnntfe  the  Dutitbe  tod  the  Ronun  camp,  brdce  through  the  poAs 
<  m 
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in  their  fear,  which  were  more  feebly  or  left  cuefttUj  guarded  {  aod 
with  incredible  diligence*  but  hf  a  different  road,  returned  towards 
the  mountains  of  Italy      Aurdian,  who  eonfidered  the  war  as 
totally  exdnguilhed,  received  the  mortifying  intelligeace  of  the 
«fi:ape  of  the  Alemaani*  and  of  the  ravage  which  they  already 
committed  in  the  territory  of  Milan*   The  legions  were  com- 
snanded  to  follow  with  as  much  expedition  as  thofe  heavy  bodies 
were  capable  of  exerting,  the  rapid  flight  of  an  enemy,  whofe  in- 
&Dtry  and  cavalry  moved  with  almoft- equal  fwifincfs.    A  few  days 
afterwards  the  emperor  himfclf  marched  to  tlie  relief  of  Italy,  at 
the  head  of  a  chofcn  body  of  auxiliaries  (among  w  hom  were  the 
hoftages  and  cavalry  of  the  Vandals),  and  of  all  the  Frxtorian  guards 
who  had  fcrved  in  the  wars  on  the  Danube  ". 
«Ddareatlaft      As  the  light  troops  of  the  Alemanni  had  fprcad  thcmfelvcs  from 
'2a^i«!^'^  the  Alps  to  the  Apcnniue,  the  incelTant  vigilance  of  Aurelian  and 
his  officers  was  cxercifcd  in  the  difcovery,  the  attack,  and  the  purfuit 
of  their  numerous  detachments.    Notwithftanding  this  delultory 
war,  three  confiderablc  battles  are  mentioned,  in  which  the  principal 
force  of  both  armies  was  obftinately  engaged       The  fuccefs  was 
various.    In  the  firft,  fought  near  Placentia*  the  Romans  received 
fo  fevere  a  blow,  that,  according  to  the  expreffion  of  a  writer  ex* 
tremely  partial  to  Aurelian,  the  immediate  diflblutioa  <^  the  empire 
'  was  apprehended      The  crafty  barbarians,  who  had  lined  the 
woods,  fuddenly  attacked  the  legions  in' the  du(k  of  the  evening, 
and,  as  it  is  moft  prdbable,  after  the  fatigue  and  dtibrder  of  a  long 
march.   The  fury  of  their  charge  was  irreilftible ;  but  at  lengdi, 
after  a  dreadful  flaughter^  the  patient  firmoefs  of  the  emperor  rallied 
Ills  troops,  and  reftored,  in  fbme  degree,  the  honour  of  his  arms. 
The  fecond  battle  was  fought  near  Fano  in  Umbriai  on  the  fpot 
which,  five  hundred  years  before,  had  been  fatal  to  the  brother  of 
Hannibal  *\   Thv»  far  the  fiicce&ful  Gernuns  had  advanced  abng 
^he  ^milim  .and  Fhuninian  way^  w^th  a  defign  of  lacking  the  un- 
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gtitided  miftrds  of  the  worM.  But  Aureliaoi  wko,  watchful  for 
the  hfexj  -of  Rone,  ftill  hung;  on  their  ma,  found  in  this  place 
the  decifive  momeot»  of  gmng  them  «  totri  and  irretrievable  de- 
feat The  flying  renaant  of  their  hoft  was  exterminated  in  n 
third  and  laft  battle  near  Favia  i  and  Italj  was  delivered  from  the 
inroads  of  the  Alemanni. 

Pear  has  been  the  original  parent  of  fuperftition,  md  every  new  cala-  s>>pn{i!tfoa» 

'  -  ^  c«ieBH)i«e«.. 

mity  urges  trembling  mortals  to  depreeate  the  vrrath  of  their  invihble 
enemies.   Though  the  beft  hope  of  the  republic  was  in  the  valour 
and  condut^  of  Aurelian,  yet  fuch  was  the  public  coi^emation, 
when  the  barbarians  were  hourly  cxpedted  at  the  gates  of  Rome» 
that*  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  the  Sibylline  books  were  donfulted» 
Even  the  emperor  himfelf,  either  from  a  principle  of  religion  or  of 
policy,  recommended  the  faUnary  meafure,  chided  the  tardinefs  of 
the  fenate      and  offered  to  fupply  whatever  expence,  whatever 
animals,  whatfoever  captives  of  any  nation,  the  gods  Ihould  require. 
NotwithAandtng  this  liberal  offer,  it  does  not  appear,  that  any 
iiuman  vidiras  expiated  with  their  btood  the  fins  of  the  Homan-^ 
people*   The  Sibylline  books  enjmned  ceremonies  of  a  more  harm-  a.  d.  271. 
XcCb  nature,  proceffions  of  priefts  in  white  robes,  attended  by  a  J*""*^  '** 
chorus  of  youths  and  virgins  ;  luftrations  of  the  city  and  adjacent 
country,  and  facrificcs,  whofc  powerful  influence,  difabled  the  bar- 
barians from  paffing  the  myllic  ground  on  which  they  had  been 
celebrated.    However  puerile  in  thcnii'clvcs,  thcfc  fuperftitious  arts 
were  fubfcrvient  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  ;  and  if,  in  the  dccilive 
battle  of  Fano,  tlic  Alemanni  fancied  they  faw  an  army  of  fpidrcs 
combating  on  the  fide  of  Aurelian,  he  received  a  very  powerful  aid 
from  this  imaginary  reinforcement 
*  But  whatever  confidence  might  he  placed  in  ideal  ramparts,  the  Fonificatioa» 
experience  of  the  paft,  and  the  dread  of  the  future,  induced  the 
Romans  to  conilru^  fortifications  of  a  grofler  and  more  fubRantial 

kind*. 
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Iclnd.  The  fevcn  hills  of  Rome  had  been  furrounded  by  the  fuc- 
ccfTors  of  llomulus,  with  an  ancient  wall  of  more  than  thirteen 
miles  The  vaft  inclofurc  may  feem  difp report ioned  to  the 
ftrength  and  numbers  of  the  infant  ftate.  But  it  was  ncccffary  to 
fccurc  an  ample  extent  of  pafture  and  arable  land,  againfl  the  fre- 
quent and  fudden  incurfions  of  the  tribes  of  Latium,  the  perpetual 
enemies  of  the  republic.  With  the  progrcfs  of  Roman  greatnefs, 
the  city  and  its  inhabitants  gradually  increafed,  filled  up  the  vacant 
ipace,  pierced  through  the  ufelefs  walls,  covered  the  field  of  Mars, 
and,  on  every,  fide,  followed  the  public  highways  in  long  and 
beautiful  fubutbs  *\  Th'e  extent  of  the  new  wall^  ereBted  by  Au- 
relian,  and  finiihed  in  the  reign  of  ProbuB,  was  ipagnified  by  popu- 
lar effiimation  to  near  fifty  *' ;  but  U  jeduoed  by  accurate  meafure- 
ment  to  about,  twenty-one  miles  It  wasa  great  but  a  melaucholy 
labour,  fince  the  defence  of  the.  capital  betrayed  the  decline  of  the 
nM>narchy.  The  Honuus  of  a  more  profperoui  ag^  who  tnified  to 
the  arms  of  the  legions  the  iafety  of  the  frontier  camps  were  yaf 
far  from  entertaining  aTufpicion,  that  it  would  ever  become  necefTary 
to  fortify  the  icat  of  onpire  agatnft  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians 
Ivraiian  fup.  vidlory  of  Claudius*  over  die  Goths,  and  the  fuccefs  of 

•llvoarurfcn.  againft  the  Alemanni,  had  already  reftored  to  die  arms  of 

Bome  their  ancient  foperiority  over  the  barbarous  nations  of  the 
North.  To  -chafHfe  domeftic  tyrants,  and  -to  reumte  the  difinen^ 
bcrcd  parts  of  the  empire,  was  a  tafk  refcrvcd  for  the  latter  of  thofe 
*  warlike  emperors.    Thougli  he  was  acknowledged  by  the  lenate  and 
I>eople,  the  frontiers-of  Italy,  Africa,  Illyricum,  and  Thrace,  confined 
the  limits  of  his  reign.    Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  Egypt,  Syria,  and 
Afia  minor,  were  ftill  pofTclTed  by  two  rebels,  who  alone,  out  of  fo 
'        numerous  a  lift,  had  hitherto  efcapcd  the  dangers  of  their  fituationi 
and  to  complete  the  ignominy  of  Rome*  tbe(e  uval  thrones  iiad  been 
^ufurped  by  wQm.ei^ 

A  rapid 
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A  rapid  fucceflion  of  monarchs  had  arifen  and  fallen  in  the  pro-  Saetefion  of 

...  Ufu/pcfim 
Tinccs  of  Gaul.    The  rigid  virtues  of  Pofthumus  were  fatal  to  him.  GauU 

After  fupprcffing  a  competitor,  who  had  aflumed  the, purple  at 

Ment7.,  he  rcfufed  to  gratify  his  troops  with  the  plunder  of  the 

rebellious  city  ;  and  in  the  fcventh  year  of  his  reign,  became  the 

vidim  of  their  difappointcd  avarice  **.    The  death  of  Vidorinus, 

his  friend  and  affociate,  was  occafioncd  by  a  lefs  worthy  caufe* 

The  ihining  accomplilhnients      of  that  prince  were  ftained  by 

a  licentious  paiTion,  which  he  indulged  'm  zCto  of  violence, 

irich  too  little  regard  to  the  Uwg  of  fociety,  or  ev«a  to  thofe  of 

love  ^«   He  wit  fldn  at  Cologne,  by  a  confpiracy  of  jeiloiw  huC* 

bands,  whofe  revenge  vtoiM  hAve  appeared  mofe  joftifiable  luut 

they  rparod  the  tAooteace  of  hie  Iba.  After  the  morderof  lb  mmf 

▼aliam  prineeit  it  ie  teaehat  zenarfcalilc^  diet  a  ftttwifl  Ibr  a  loop 

tidM  coottidided  tbo  fletc«  k^ioiie  of  Gani,  aA4  ftai  dioie  fingiilart 

tfaic  lh«  m»  the  mother  of  the  mdbglmum  ViQorioiM  The 

arts  and  treafures  of  Vi£^oria  enaUeil  h^  iiictieffiindy  to  place 

Mariue  and  Tctricua  on  the  throne,  and  to  xagA  with  a  manl]^ 

•m^omt  under  the  name  of  tbofe  dependent  emperors.   Money  of 

copper,  of  fiiver,  and  of  gold,  ^aa  c(»ned  in  her  name ;  ihe  af^' 

fumed  the  titles  of  Augufla  and  Mother  of  the  Camps  :  her  power 

ended  only  with  her  life  ^  but  her  life  waa  perhaps  ihorteoed  by  the 

ingratitude  of  Tetricus 

When,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  ambitious  patronefs,  Tetricus  Therelgnand 

affumcd  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  he  was  governor  of  the  peaceful 


province  of  Aquitainc,  an  employment  fuited  to  his  charatter  and 
education.  Pie  reigned  four  or  five  years  over  Gaul,  Spain,  and 
Britain,  the  Have  and  fovcreign  of  a  licentious  army,  whom  he 
dreaded,  and  by  wliom  lie  was  dcfpifed.  The  valour  ami  fortune  of 
Aurelian,  at  length  opened  the  profpcift  of  a  deliverance.  He  ven- 
tured to  difclofe  his  melancholy  fituation,  and  conjured  the  emperor 
to  haften  to  the  relief  of  his  unhappy  rival.  Had  this  fccrct  cor-  a.  d.  z;i. 
VoiwL  R  r  -  refpondence 
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refpondcnce  reached  the  cars  of  tlie  fokllers,  it  would  mofl  pro- 
bably liave  coft  Tctricus  his  lUc  ;  nor  could  lie  rcfign  the  fccptcr 
of  the  Weft,  without  committing  an  adl  of  trcafon  agaiull  himfclf. 
He  affedled  the  appearances  of  a  civil  war,  led  his  forces  into  the 
field  againfi:  Aurelian,  ported  them  in  the  mofl:  difadvantagcous 
manner,  betrayed  his  own  counfcls  to  the  enemy,  and  with  a  few 
chofen  friends  deferted  in  the  beginning  of  the  adion.    The  rebel 
legions,  though  dilordered  and  difmayed  by  the  uncxpcdcd  trea- 
chery of  their  chief,  defended  thcinfclves  with  a  defpcratc  valour, 
till  they  were  cut  in  pieces  almoft  to  a  man,  in  this  bloody  and  me- 
morable battle,  which  was  fought  near  Chalons  in  Champagne 
The  retreat  of  the  irregular  auxiliariefl,  Franks  and  Batavians 
whom  the  conqueror  «>mpel]ed  or  perfnaded  CO  rcpafs  the  Rhioe^ 
zcfiored  ihs  gendrd  tranquillity,  and  the  power  of  Aurdian  ac- 
knowledged from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to  the  columns  of  HercoleB* 
As  early  as  the  reign  of  Claudius,  the  dtf  of  Autun,  alone  and 
unaffifled,  had  ventured  to  declare  againft  the  legions  ci  Gaul*' 
After- a  iiege  of  fevcn  months,  theyftormed  and  plundered  that 
unfortunate  city,  already  wafted  by  famine  '\   Lyons,  oh  the  con* 
itrary,  bad  refifted  with  bbftioate  di&ffedion  the  arms  of  Aurelian. 
We  read  of  the  pnnifhment  of.  Lyons",  but  there  is  not  any  meo* 
tion  of  the  rewards  of  Atitun.  Such,  indeed,  is  the  policy  of  cml 
war;  feverely  to  remember  injuries,  and  to  forget  the  moft  import^ 
ant  fervices*  Revenge  is  profitable,  gratitude  is  cxpenfive. 
A.  D.  Z72.       Aurelian  had  no  Iboner  (ecured  the  perfon  and  provinces  of  Tetr»- 
ymSti***^  cus,  than,  he  turned  his  arms  againft  Zenobia,  the  cdebrated  queen, 
of  Palmyra  and  the  Eaft.  Modern  Europe  has  produced  feveral 
iltnftrious  women  who  have  fuftained  with  glory  the  weight  of  em- 
pire }  nor  is  our  own  age  deftitute  of  fucb  diftbguifhed  charaders. 
But  Zenobia  is  perhaps  die  only  female,  whole  fuperior.  genius 
broke  through  the  fervile  indolence  impoTed  on  her  fex  by  the  clir 
aate  and  manners  of  Afia*^  She  claimed  her  deii^t  fiom  the 

Macedonian 
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^^aceclonian  kings  of  Egypt,  equalled  in  beauty  her  anccftor  CIco-  * 
patra,  and  far  furpaffcd  that  princefs  in  chafiity "  and  valour. 
Zcnobia  was  tflccmcd  the  moft  lovely  as  well  as  ihe  grcatcft  of  her 
fcx.  8hc  was  of  a  dark  complexion  (for  in  fpeaking  of  a  lady,  her  beaoiy 
ihcfe  trifles  become  important}.  Ilcr  teeth  were  of  a  pearly  white* 
nefs,  and  her  large  black  eyes  fpark!cd  wiih  uncomi7ion  fire,  tem- 
pered by  the  mofl  attradlivc  fweetncfs.  Her  voice  was  ftrong  and 
harmonious.  Her  manly  underftanding  was  ftrengthened  and 
adorned  by  ftudy.  She  was  not  ignorant  of  the  I-atin  tongue,  but 
pofllllcd  in  equal  pcrfcdion  the  Greek,  the  Syriac,  and  the  L'gyp- 
tian  languages.  She  had  drawn  up  for  her  own  ufc  an  epitome  of 
oriental  hiftor)-,  and  familiarly  compared  the  beauties  of  Homer  and 
Plato  under  the  tuition  of  the  fublime  I.onginus. 

This  accomplifhed  woman  gave  her  hand  to  Odenathus,  who  from  hernlotik 
a  private  ftation  raifed  himfelf  to  the  dominion  of  the  Kail.  She 
ibon  became  the  friend  and  companion  of  a  hero.    In  the  intervals 
of  Vf^Tt  Odenathus  paflionately  delighted  in  the  cxcrcife  of  hunt- 
irigj  he  pitrfttcd  with  ardour  the  wild  beafts  of  the  ddlrt,  lions, 
panthers,  and  heart;  and  the  ardour  of  Zenobia  in  that  dangerous 
amulement  was  not  inferiof  to  his  own.   She  had  inured  her  con-  * 
Aitution  to  fatigue,  dildained  the  -ufe  of  a  covered  carriage,  gene- 
rally appeared  on  horfeback  in  a  militarjr  habit,  and  fomctimes 
marched  fereral  miles  on  foot  at  the  head  of  the  troops.   The  fuc- 
ce6  of  Odenathus,  was  in  a  great  meafure  afcribed  to  her  income 
parable  prudence  and  fortitude.  Their  fplendid  Tiaories  over  the 
Great  King,  whom  they  twice  purfued  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Ctefi* 
phon,  hid  the  foundations  of  their  united  fame  and  power.  The 
armies  which  they  commanded,  and  the  provinces  which  they  had 
favcd,  acknowledged  not  any  other  fovereigns  than  their  invincible  • 
chieft.   The  fenate  and  people  of  Rome  revered  a  ftrabger  who  had 
avenged  their  captive  emperor,  and  even  the  infenfible  tba  of^  Vale- 
rian accepted  Odenathus  for  his  legitimate  colleague. 
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kcr  IwOmSv     ^^^^  *  fuccefsful  expedition  ag^uft  the  Gothic  pluoderan  of  Afia, 

4ttA,  Ae  Palmyrenian  prince  returned  to  die  dty  of  Emd*  io  Sjm*  Invin* 
ciUe  io  wiTt  ^vas  there  cut  oflF  by  doneftie  trodoo,  and  hie  favouate 
amufenient  ef  hunting  was  the  caule,  or  at  lesft  the  occafioa,  of  hi* 
death  '^  His  nephew*  Mseoniui,  pr^npifld  to  dart  his  javelin  be&m 
that  of  his  uncle ;  aud  though  ^auKuft/sd  of  hia  cRor*  repeated  the 
&nie  inielence.  As  a  ponaidi  and  as  a  fportfouint  Od^nathus  wis 
provohed :  toeic  aw«y  his  horle,  a  mark  of  igppimny  among  the  har<» 
hariam,  md  chd^ifed  the  r?fh  yoqth  by  a  ihon  confin«ni«it  Tha 
ofieope  was  iboi^  foi|Qt»  but  the  puoiihment  was  rcnMjuhqred  i  and 

|L  D.  167.  Bfoonias*  wi^  a  ftw  dartqg  a^i^t&s,  ^affins«Qd  his  uncle  in  the 
midft  of  A  gnat  enttrtainmeat.  Herodi  thf  fiw  of  Odeuathusi 
tiioqgh  not  of  Zeopbina  a  young  vyui  of  a  and  cSemlaacv 
tfnp(tr'%  waskilled  with  his  fi|th«r.  Bu| Miscwnis chtained cmly 
the  plesfure  of  reveqge  by  this  bloody  deed.  He  had  ftaicaly  time 
|o  a^ume  the  title  of  A^igwftqs,  before  he  was  tei&nd  by  Zmetii^ 
to  Uif  Memocy  of  hef  h9lVap4  '^ 

tni  reSgni       Vfixk  ^  afiifli|we  of  ^9       ^uthful  frytvi^  ihe  immediatdy 

over  the  £ift  * 

sad  Eg)rr«.  fUlled  thc'va^nt  thiaoe^  ^  gpnmt4  muh  awuly  cooni^  Psla»yMt 
Symi  and  the  Paft,  above  ^ve  years.  By  the  death  of  OdenathiMi 
that  authority  was  at  an  end  wU'ich  the  fepate  had  granted  him  oajy 
fS  a  per&nal  diftindlon ;  but  hi&  martial  widaWf  difdaioiog  bQth  the 
^ate  and  GallienySt  obliged  oneof  the  Roman  generals,  who  was  fent 
againft  her,  to'retreat  into  Europe,  with  the  lofs  of  his  afflsy  and  his 
leputavpix  '\  Inftead  of  the  little  pallions  which  fo  fipei|aently  perplex 
%  female  re^gnt  the  fteady  adm^jaiftration  of  2eQobia  vm  guided  by  the 
moft  judicious  maxtmj&of  policy.  If  it  was  expedient  to  (lardon,  ihe 
^^IdcaJ^  her  refeotmeot:  if  it  was  aeccdary  topunkh,  (he  could  im> 
pofe  {U/eoce  on  the  -voice  of  pify.  Her  ftrid  crconomy  was  accuKed 
of  avarice;  yet  on  every  proper  occafion  fhe  appeared  magnificent 
and  liberal.  The  neighbouring  ftatcs  of  Arabia,  Armenia,  and 
Periia,  dreaded,  her  enmity,  aa4  foUcite4  hfc  aliianoe*   To  the  du- 
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miiuoaft  af  Oden&thus,  whidi  czieaded  fiom  d»  Egphiatei  to  Hhe 
fimtiers  of  Bithynia,  his  widow  added  die  inlierftHioe  of  btr  attr* 
eeflorty  the  popolovi  and  fertile  IdngdooA  of  Egypt.  The  cn^eror 
Caandiiit  acknowledged  her  merit,  and  was  content,  that,  while  U 
pnribed  the  Godiic  war,  Jbe  flionld  aflert  the  ^nity  of  the  em^pe  in 
the.Ea(l**.  Tbecondua,  however,  of  Zcaohia,  waa  attended  with 
finne  ambiguity  s  nor  iakunUkdythatibehadoonoeivBdthedefigfK 
ofereding  an  independent  and  hofiilemonaidiy,  She  blended  with 
the  popular  nannera  of  Roman  prinoes,  dio  ftmly  pomp  of  tfw 
courti  of  AHa,  and  exaded  from  her  fubjc^  the  iame  adoratkn 
that  WIS  paid  to  the  fuccefibrt  of  Cyrus.  She  beflowcd  on  her  three 
fons  ^'  a  Latin  edncaUoo,  and  often  (hewed  them  to  the  troops  adorned 
-with  the  imperial  purple.  For  herfelf  ihe  refervcd  the  diadem^ 
with  the  fplendid  but  doubtful  title  of  Q^een  of  the  Eaft. 

When  Aurelian  paflTed  over  into  Alu»againft  an  adrerfary  whofe  fen  Tbenpedl. 
alone  could  render  her  an  objeft  of  contempt,  hi»  prefcnce  refiored  obc-  j  »o. 
dience  to  the  province  of  Bithynia,  already  fhakcn  by  the  arms  and 

A.  D.  *^a, 

intrigues  of  Zcuobia  Advancing  at  tlkC  head  of  his  legions,  he  ac- 
cepted the  fubmi  Jion  of  Ancyra,  and  was  admitted  into  Tyana  after 
an  obitinate  Ocgc  by  the  help  of  a  perfidious  citizen.  The  gencrom 
though  fierce  temper  of  Aurelian,  abandoned  the  traitor  to  the  rage 
of  the  foldicrs  :  a  fupcrlliiious  reverence  induced  him  to  treat  wiih 
lecity  the  countrymen  of  ApoUonius  the  philofophcr  Antioch 
was  deferted  on  his  approach,  till  the  emperor,  by  his  iaiutary  edi£ls» 
xecalled  (he  fugitives,  and  granted  a  gjeneral  pardon  tk>  all  who, 
fireapb  neccitty  raiber  than  choice,  had  been  engaged  in  the  lerviee 
af  the  Falmyrenian  ^ufen*  The  unexpedcd  mildnefb  of  fuch  » 
condud,  reconciled  the  minds  of  the  Syrians,  and,  as  far  as  the 
gates  of  Emefii,  the  wiflies  of  the  people  fiNonded  the  terror  of  his 

******  Tlie  m 

2ienolNa  wonikd  have  Ul  deferred  htf  yepntation,  had  ihe  indo-  dcic.:.  the 

lently  pernitted  the  emperor  of  the  Weft  to  approack  within  an  L'^lbiluidS 
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hundred  miles  of  her  capital.  The  fate  of  the  Eaft  was  decided  ia 
^o  great  battles ;  £>  fimitar  in  almoft  every  circumftance,  that  we 
can  fcarcely  diftingui(h  ihem  from  each  other»  except  by  obierving 
that  the  firft  was  fought  near .  Antioch  *\  and  the  fecon^  near 
Eme^a^^  In  both»  the  queen  of  Palmyra  animated  the  armtea  by 
her  prefence,  and  devolved  the  execution  of  her  orders  on  Zabdas, 
who  had  already  fignalized  his  military  talents  by  the  conqucft  of 
Egypt.  The  numerous  forces  of  Zenobia,  confided  for  the  moft 
part  of  light  archers,  and  of  heavy  cavalry  clothed  in  complete 
Reel.  The  Moorilh  and  Ulyrian  horfe  of  Aurelian*  were  unable  to 
iufiain  the  ponderous  charge  of  their  antagooifls.  They  fled  in 
real  or  afFe^led  diforder,  engaged  the  Palmyrenians  in  a  laborious 
purfuit,  harafTed  them  by  a  dei'ulcory  combat,  and  at  length  dil- 
comfited  this  impenetrable  but  unwieldy  body  of  cavalry.  The 
light  infantry,  in  the  mean  time,  when  they  had  cxhauftcd  their 
quivers,  remaining  without  protedtion  againft  a  clofcr  onfet,  cxpofed 
their  naked  fides  to  the  fvvords  of  tlic  legions.  Aurcllan  hr.  J  chofcn 
ihefe  veteran  troops,  who  were  ufiially  ftationcd  on  the  Upper 
Danube,  and  whofc  valour  had  been  fcvcicly  tried  in  the  Alemannic 
war'".  After  the  defeat  of  Emefa,  Zcnobla  found  it  impoHiblc  to 
colled  a  third  army.  As  far  as  the  frontier  of  Egypt,  the  nations 
fubje<£l  to  her  cinim  c  had  joined  the  ftandard  of  the  conqueror,  who 
detached  the  bravcll  ot  liis  generals  to  pullefs  hlmfelf  of  the  Egyp- 
tian provinces.  Palmyra  was  the  laft  rcfource  of  the  widow  of  Odc- 
nathus.  She  retired  within  the  walls  of  her  capita^  made  every 
preparation  for  a  vigorous  refiftance,  and  declared  with  the  intrepi- 
dity of  a  heroine,  that  the  Uft  moment  of  her  reign  and  of  her  life 
Ihould  be  the  fame. 

The^fUw  «r      Amid  the  barren  deferts  of  Arabia«  a  few  cultivated  fpots  rife  like 
iflands  out  of  (he  (andy  ocean.  Even  the  name  of  Tadmor*  orPalmyra, 
by  its  Hgnification  in  the  Syriac  as  well  as  in  the  Latin  language,  de- 
noted the  multitude  of  palm  trees  which  afforded  ihade  and  verdure  to 
3  that 
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that  temperate  region.  The  air  was  pure*  and  the  foil,  watered 
by  fome  invaluable  fprlngs,  was  capable  of  producing  firuitr  as  well 
as  com.  A  place  poflefled  of  fuch  fingular  advnntasres,  and  fitu- 
ated  at  a  convenient  diftance  ''S  between  the  gulph  of  Perfia  and  the 
Mediterranean,  was  foon  frequented  by  the  caravans  which  con-  ^ 
veyed  to  the  nations  of  Europe  a  confiderable  part  of  the  rich  com- 
modities of  India.  Palmyra  infenfibly  incrcafcd  into  an  opulent 
and  independent  city,  and  connecting  the  Roman  and  the  Parthian 
monarchies  by  the  mutual  benefits  of  commerce,  was  fufFcrcd  to 
obferve  an  humble  neutrality,  till  at  length,  after  the  vidorics  of 
Trajan,  the  little  republic  funk  into  the  bofom  of  Rome,  and  flou- 
rifhcd  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  the  fubordinate 
though  honourable  rank  of  a  colony.  It  was  during  that  peaceful 
period,  if  we  may  judge  from  a  few  remaining  infcriptions,  that 
the  wealthy  Palmyrenians  conflruded  thofe  temples,  palaces,  and 
porticos  of  Grecian  architedure,  whofe  ruins,  fcattend  over  an  ex- 
tent of  feveral  miles,  have  deferved  the  curiofity  of  our.  travellers. 
The  elevation  of  Odenathus  and  Zenobia  appeared  to  refleft  new 
ijplendour  on  their  country,  and  Palmyra*  for  a  while,  ftood  forth  the 
rival  of  Rome :  but  the  compedtion  was  fitul,  and  ages  of  profpe- 
rity  were  faorificed  to  a  mgment  of  glory  **, 

In  his  march  over  the  iandy  defert,  between  Emela  and  Palmyra,  "  ^ <' 
the  emperor  Aurelian  was  perpetually  harafled  by.  the  Arabs ;  nor 
could  he  always  defend  his  army*  and  efpedally  his  baggaget  from 
thefe  flying  troops,  which  were  vexatbns  only  from  their  minntenefs 
anda£tivity.  Thefiegeof  Palmyra  was  an  obje£l&r  more  difficult  and 
important,  and  the  emperor,  who  with  incefTant  vigour  prefled  the  - 
attacks  in  perfon,  was  himfelf  wounded  with  a  dart.  **  The  Roman 

people,*'  iays  Aurelian,  in  an  original  letter,  **  fpeak  with  contempt 
"  of  the  war  which  1  am  waging  agunft  a  woman.  They  are  ignorant 
**  both  of  the  chara^  andof  the  power  of  Zlenobia.  It  is  impoICble  to 
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•*  enumerate  her  warlike  preparations,  of  fiooesi  of  arrowst  and  of 
**  erery  fpeciee  of  miffile  weapont.  Every  part  of  the  walls  is  pro* 
**  vkled  with  two  or  three  kali^<e,  and  artifici^  fires  are  thrown 
"  from  her  military  eaginca.  The  fear  of  punifhment  has  armed 
**  her  with  a  defperate  courage.  Yet  ftill  I  truft  in  the  protcding 
deities  of  Rome,  who  have  hitherto  been  favourable  to  all  my 
^  UBdertakings  Doubtful,  however,  of  the  prote^ion  of  the 
foda,  and  of  the  event  of  t&efiq^,  Aurelian  judged  it  morepru- 
dent  to  offer  terma  of  an  advantageous  capirulation :  to  the  queen, 
a  fptendid  retxeat ;  to  the  citizens,  their  ancient  privileges*  Hia 
pKopofals  weee  obfiinately  rejeded,  and-  the  refiifal  was  accompanied 
vith  infult. 

■r^'i'Szo!     "^^^  firmnefa  of  Zenobia  was  fupported  by  the  hope,  that  in  a 
■obiaandor  very  fliort  time  famine  would  compel  the  Roman  army  to  rcpafs  the 
defcrt }  and  by  the  reafonablc  cxpcdtation  that  the  kings  of  the  Eaft, 
attd  particularly  the  Pcrfian  monarch,  would  arm  in  the  defence  of 
their  moft  natural  ally.    But  Fortune  and  the  perfevcrance  of  Aure- 
lian overcame  every  obflnclc.     The  death  of  Sapor,  \Yhich  hap- 
pened about  this  time '',  diftradcd  the  counfels  of  Perfia,  and  the 
incouliderablc  fuccours  that  attempted  to  relieve  Palmyra,  were  eafily 
intercepted  either  by  the  arms  or  the  liberality  of  the  emperor. 
From  every  part  of  Syria,  a  regular  fucceflion  of  convoys  fafely 
arrived  in  the  camp,  which  was  incrcafed  by  the  return  of  Probus 
with  his  vidorious  troops  from  the  conqucft  of  Egypt.    It  was  then 
that  Zenobia  rcfolved  to  fly.    She  mounted  the  ttcctcft  of  her  dio- 
mcdarica      and  had  already  reached  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates, 
about  fixty  miles  from  Palmyra,  when  flic  was  overtaken  by  ibe 
purfuit  of  Aurelian'Li  light  horfc,  feized,  and  brought  back  a  captive 
A>D.  »7>    to  the  feet  of  the  emperor.    Her  capital  ftxm  afterwards  furrendereii, 
and  was  treated  with  unexpcdcd  lenity.    The  arms,  horfes,  and 
camels,  with  an  immcnrc  trcafure  of  gold,  filver,  filk,  and  precious 
ftoBCiv  were  all  delivered  to  the  cou^^ucror,  who  having  only  a 
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|;amfoQ  of  iix  hundred  archers,  returned  to  Emefa,  and  employed 
(bme  time  in  the  diftribotion  of  rewards  and  punifhments  at  the 
end  of  fo  memorable  a  war,  which  reftored  to  thet)bedience  of  Rome 
thofc  provinces  that  had  reaouQCcd  their  aliegiaQoe  IsacQ  the  cap* 

tivity  of  Valerian. 

When  the  Syrian  queen  was  brought  into  the  prcfcnce  of  Aure-  ^^^'^ 
lian,  he  fternly-afked  her,  How  ihc  had  prefumed  to  rife  in  arms 
againft  the  emperors  of  Rome  ?  The  anlWer  of  Zenobia  was  a  pru- 
dent  mixture  of  refpe^  and  firmncfs.  "  Becaufe  I  difdained  to  con- 
•*  fidcr  as  Roman  emperors  an  Aureolus  or  a  (^allienus.  You  alone 
•*  I  ackowledge  as  ray  conqueror  and  ray  fovereign  ^'.*'  But  as 
female  fortitude  is  commonly  artificial,  fo  it  is  fcldom  ileady  or  con- 
fiftent.  The  courage  of  Zenobia  deierted  her  in  the  hour  of  trial ;  fhe 
trembled  at  the  angry  clamours  of  the  foldtersj  who  called  aloud  for  her 
immediate  execution,  forgot  the  generous  defpair  of  Geopatra,  which 
flie  had  propofed  M  hdr  hiodd»  and  sgoomiotoufly  purchafid  1^ 
Jtcrifioe  of  her  &me  and  her  fiiendt.  It  was  to  their  oounfd*  which 
gofcrned  the  weaknefa  of  her  fect  that  (he  imputed  the  guilt  dfher  ob- 
flinate  refiftanoe  s  it  wai  on  their  heads  that  flie  £re£tod  die  vengeaote 
of  the  oonqaeror.  The  £une  of  Longinus,  who  wis  included  among 
the  numerous  and  perhaps  innocent  vi£dms  of  her  lear,  will  furrtve  - 
Aat  of  the  queen  who  betrayed,  or  the  tyrant  who  condemned  him* 
Genius  and  learning  were  incapable  of  moving  a  fierce  unlettered 
ibldier,  but  they  Had  ferved  to  elevate  and  harmooife  the  foul  of 
Longtnus.  Without  uttering  a  ctnnplaiatt  he  calmly  followed  the 
executioner,  pitying  his  unhappy  miflrefs»  and  beftowing  comfiirt 
on  his  aaiia»d  friends '^ 

Returning  from  die  conqueft  of  the  Eaft,  Aurelian  had  already 
croffed  the  Streights  which  divide  Europe  from  Afia,  when  he  was  mjn, 
provoked  by  the  intelligence  that  the  Palmyrenians  had  maflacred 
the  governor  and  garrifon  which  he  had  left  among  them,  and  again 
ere^  the  flaadard  of  molt.  Without  a  moment's  deliberation; 

Vol.  L  S  f  he 
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he  once  more  turned  his  face  towards  Syria.  Antioch  was  alarmed 
by  his  rapid  approach,  and  the  helplefs  city  of  Palmyra  felt  the  irre- 
fiftible  weight  of  his  refentment.  We  have  a  letter  of  Aurclian 
himfclf,  in  which  he  acknowledges  that  old  men,  women,  chil- 
dren, and  peafants,  had  been  involved  in  that  dreadful  execution, 
vliich  IboiM  Ik^c  Wen  confioed  to  armed  rebellioo ;  and  although 
priocipa}  cpooom  ftmi  direOed  l»  the  leftoration  of  a  temple 
of  th«  Son,  he  4Uco«er»  Smc  pity  fot  liie  rcamaae  of  the  Filmf* 
ffO>«M>  ^  wMpk  he  gnatt  the  penniflioB  of  lebailding  axtd  inha- 
Viting  ihdr  dtj*  9ut  it  it  edier  to  deftroj  than  to  vevite.  The 
Ipat  of  comQie^iPf  aft*»  9dA  of  Zenohiat  gradually  fonk  into  an 
oUcvrt  tema,  a  trifling  Ibrtreft*  and  at  length  a  miierable  village. 
The  prdent  eitizena  of  Vlimfnt  conflAmg  of  thirty  or  forty  httA» 
Ua,  halt  ereM  thtir  quid  eottagei  vitfain  the  ffadoot  eonrt  of  n 
mgnifioent  IcQipie. 

AuKtian  (bp-  Another  and  » la(k  hhonr  fttU  anniied  die  indeial%ahle  Amdian  i 
C^ti^n  of  Fir-  tfi  fyf!gi^%  M  daogocoiM  tlipi^h  oUbme  rcbdi  who,  during  the  te^ 
"^'^  volt  of  Mmytii  had  arilen  on  the  hanki  of  the  Ntte^'  fiiiaot» 
the  friend  and  ^Uy*  m  he  proudly  ftyled  hinftl^  of  Odcnatfaoa  and 

2enohia,  was  no  more  than  a  wealthy  merchaot  of  Egypt  In  the 
courfe  of  his  |xade  to  India*  he  had  formed  very  intimate  conne£tion» 
with  the  Saracens  aod  the  Blemmyes,  whofe  fituation  on  either  coaft 
of  the  Red  Sea*  gave  them  an  eafy  introdiklion  into  the  Upper 
Egypt.  The  Egyptians  he  inflamed  with  the  hope  of  freedom^ 
ail^  at  the  head  of  their  furious  multitude,  broke  into  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  where  he  aflumed  the  imperial  purple,  coined  moncy^ 
publifhcd  edids,  and  raiftd  an  army,  which,  as  he  vainly  boaftcd, 
he  was  capable  of  maintaining  from  the  fole  profits  of  his  paper 
trade.  Such  troops  were  a  feeble  defence  againft  the  approacli  of 
AurcHan;  and  it  fieems  ahnoil  unneceflary  to  relate,  that  Firmus 
"was  routed,  taken*  tortured,  and  put  to  death.  Aureliaa  might  now 
cooi^tatulatft  the  frqaf,e»  thic  seoplc,  a&d  iiimiid^  that,  m  Uttle  more 
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tlian  three  years,  he  bad  reftored  univerfa}  peace  and  order  to  the 
Roman  world 

^Sinee  the  foundation  of  RomCt  no  general  had  more  nobly  deferved  A.  D.  174. 

,  Triumph  of 

m  triumph  than  Aurelian ;  nor  was  a  triumjdi  ever  celebrated  with  Anreiua. 
fuperior  pride  and  magniBcence      The  pomp  was  opened  by  twenty 
elephants,  four  royal  tygers,  and  above  two  hundred  of  the  mod  curi- 
ous animals  from  every  climate  of  the  North,  the  £a(l,  and  the  South. 
They  were  followed  by  fixteen  hundred  gladiators,  devoted  to  the 
cruel  amufcment  of  the  amphitheatre.  The  wealth  of  Alia,  the  arms  - 
and  enfigns  of  fo  many  conquered  nations,  and  the  munificent  plate 
and  wardrobe  of  the  Syrian  queen,  were  difpoled  in  taaCt  fymaietry 
or  artful  dtibrder.   The,amba{rador8  of  the  moft  remote  parts  qf 
die  CHcdit^  of  Jtdiaopia>  Arabia,  Perfia,  BaftciaAa^  India*  and  Chinas 
all  rmMxkMit  by  didr  lidi  or  fingnlar  diefles,  difplayed  tbe  &ne 
nd  powor  off  die  ¥txmm  emperor,  wIm>  enpofed  Ubewife  to  tiie 
|ablic  •ne^  dw  pic6nt»  Aat  he  had  leaeivfld^-and  panicalarly  n 
gmt  nmber'  off  CRMMt  off  gcdd*  tlie  offisrin^off  gntdU'  citiea*  - 
Hm  TiaocidB  off  AtttdiAa  utrc  ailsM  (f  the  loog  train  of  cap- 
dm  who  seiiiChmtly  attended  his  tiinniiih*  Gk>tfas,  Vandals»  Sar* 
flMdans,  AltnMmni,.Rranfcs»  Oaidsi  Syrians,  and  Egyptians.  Eadi 
feopie  wi»diftingnilhed  I17  its  peculiar  inlcri^tion,  and  die  title  off 
Amaaono  war  beflbwed  on  ten  nlartial  heroines  off  the  Gothic  nft> 
tion  wllo  had  been  talMnaaanna''.  But  emjreye^  £lrcgardiag 
die* crowd-  off  eipdiws,  was'fined  on  the  enpevoif  TetricQs^  and  die 
^Nen  off  the  Salt  JTielbmer,aswdIas  his  ion,  vrikinihehad 
eicaied  Angoftus*  was  did&d  in  Oallie  trawlers '%  a  fafiiran  toniCj 
add  a  robe  off  purples  The  beanieoiisfignre  of  Zenbbia- was  confined 
by  fttiert  off  golds'- a*  Have  liippoited  the  goM  chain  which  endrded 
her  neoh>  aatf  {htf-  Ata^  fiintad  voder  the  intolefable  weight  of 
jewels*  SbepvooedUoafboc  die  magnificent  dnuioC,  in  wfaMi  the 
oooe  hoped  to  enie^libe  gates  off  Boia«»  It  was  fellowed  by  two 
other  ofaaiiotst  W  ajerb  fimiptpeas,  off  Odemuhutf  aad  off  the 
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Perfian  monarcli.  The  triumphal  car  of  Aucelian,  (it  had  fonaetff 
been  ufed  by  a  Gothic  king)  was  drawn*  on  this  memorable  occafioiiy 
either  by  four  (lags  or  by  four  elephants  The  moft  illuftrious  of  the 
fenate,  the  people,  and  the  arffly»  cloftd  the  iblemn  proc^ion.  Uo- 
feigned  joy,  wonder  and  gratitude,  fwelled  the  acchimatioos  of  the 
multitude ;  hut  the  fattsfaftioB  of  the  fenate  was  clouded  by  the 
appearance  of  Tetricus;  nor  could  they  fupprefs  a  riling  murmur, 
that  the  haughty  emperor  fliould  thus  expofe  to  publie  ignominy 
the  perfon  of  a  Roman  and  a  magiftrate  ". 
Ht(  treat-       ^t  however*  in  the  treatment  of  his  unfortunate  rivals,  Aure*-- 

nentofTca  •     •  • 

lian  might  indulfj^  his  pride,  he  behaved  towards  them  with  a  ge- 
Zembci.  ttescm  clemency,  which  was  feldom  exerufed  hy  the  ancient  con- 
querors. Princes  who,  without  fiicjceft,  -had  defended  their  throne 
or  freedom,  were  frequently  flrangled  in  'imfim,  as  loon  as  the  tri- 
umphal pomp  afecnded  the  cafntol.  Thefe  ufinrpers,  whom  thdr  defeat 
had  obnvided  of  the  crime  of  treafco,  were  permitted  talpend  their 
fives  in  affluence  and  honourable  repofe.  The  emperor  prefented  Ze- 
nohia  with  an  eieganf  villa  at  Tibur>  or  Tivoli,  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  capital ;  the  Syrian  queen  infenfibly  funk  into  a  Roman 
matron,  her  daughters  married  into  noble  iamiUes,  and  her  nee 
was  not  yet  exdnA  in  the  fifkh  centuiy**.  Tetricus  and  hia-fon 
were  reinftatcd  in  their  rank  and  fortunes.  They  erefted  on  the 
Geelian  hitt  a  magnificent  palace,  and  as'  fiwa  as  it  was  finiflicd,  in* 
yited  Attielian  to  fupper.  On  his' enhance,  he  vras  agreeably  fur« 
prifed  vrith  a  pfture  which  reprefented  their  fingular  hiflory. 
They  were  delineated  offering  to  the  emperor  »  civic  crown  and  the 
icepter  of  Gaul,  and  again  reedving  at  his  hands  the  omamenti 
of  the  feoatorial  dignity.  The  father  wa»  afkrwaids  inveftcd 
with  the  government  of  Lucania  and  Aurdian,  who  foon  admit- 
ted the  abdicated  monarch  to  his  friendlhip  and  oooveriation*  fami^ 
tiariy  aiked  him.  Whether  it  were  not  more  defirable  ta  adminifkr 
a  province  of  Italy,  than  to  reign  hejond  the  Alpa  i  The  fbn  long 
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eontlaued  a  refpedable  member  of  the  fenate ;  nor  was  there  any 
one  of  the  Roman  nobility  more  efieeoied  by  Auidian,  as  «eU  as 

by  his  fucceflbrs  **. 

So  long  and  fo  various  was  the  pomp  of  AureUan's  triumph,  that  Hii  mtgoUr 
although  it  opened  with  the  dawn  of  day,  the  flow  majefty  of  the  dnadaa, 
proceffion  afcended  not  the  capitol  before  the  ninth  hour ;  and  it 
was  already  dark  when  the  emperor  returned  to  the  palace*  The 
feflival  was  protraded  by  theatrical  reprefentations,  the  guu»  of 
the  circus,  the  hunting  of  wild  beaftst  combats  of  gladiators*  and 
naval  engagements.  Liberal  donatives  were  diftributed  to  the  army 
and  people,  and  feveral  ipftitutionsi  agreeable  or  beneficial  to  the 
capital,  contributed  to  perpetuate  the  glory  of  Aurelian.  A  con- 
(idcrable  portion  of  his  oriental  fpoils  was  confecrated  to  the  gods 
of  Rome ;  the  capitol,  and  every  other  temple,  glittered  with  the 
offerings  of  his  oflentatious  piety;  and  the  temple  of  the  Sun  alonls 
received  above  fifteen  thoufand  pounds-  of  gold  This  h(i  was  a 
magnificent  ftru£fcure,  ereded  by  the  emperor  on  the  fide  of  the 
Quirinal  hill,  and  dedicated,  foon  after  the  triumph,  to  that  deity 
whom  Aurelian  adored  as  the  parent  of  his  lite  and  fortunes.  His 
mother  had  been  an  inferior  prieflefs  in  a  chapel  of  the  Sun ;  a 
peculiar  devotion  to  the  god  of  l  ight,  was  a  fentiment  which  ther 
fortunate  peafant  imbibed  in  his  infancy;  and  every  ftep  of  his  ele- 
vation, every  vidory  of  his  reign,  fortified-  fuperfUtion  by  gra- 
titude 

The  arms  of  Aurelian  had  vanguiflicd  the  foreign  and  domeftic  Hc  fupprciJti 

^  °  a  ff ditroa  a- 

foes  of  the  Republic.    We  are  affured,  that,  by  his  falutary  rigour,  Romt. 
crimes  and  faftions,  mifchievous  arts  and  pernicious  connivance, 
the  luxuriant  growth  of  a  feeble  and  oppreffive  government,  were  '  • 

eradicated  throughout  the  Roman  world  But  it" we  attentively  re- 
fle<ft  how  much  fwiftcr  is  the  progrefs  of  corruption  than  its  cure, 
and  it  we  remember  that  the  years  abandoned  to  public  diforders 
exceeded  the  months  allotted  to  the  martial  reign  of  Aurelian,  we 
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mnft  coafefs  that  a  few  fliort  intervals  of  peace  were  infufficicnt  for 
the  arduous  ■work  of  reformation.  Even  his  attempt  to  leftore  the 
integrity  of  the  coin,  was  oppofed  by  a  formidable^  infurre^on. 
The  emperor's  vexation  breaks  out  in  one  of  his  private  letters. 

Surely,"  fays  he,     the  godft  hxrc  decfced  that  mj  life  0ioukl  be 
*t  a  perpettial  warfare.    A  fifdidea  witfain  tlie  vnHk  hu  juft  aom 
*^  given  Ucdi.lB  •  very  ferknM  civil  war*  The  workmen  of  the  miat, 
«t  dbs  iaiaga^  of  Fclkiffiiniii,  ft  (lave  towfaon  I  had  cncnifled 
aiii  employmeDt  ia  the  fioanoeft  have  riien  in  rebeHion.  Thcf 
'      attMlcagtbloppKflfid;  Imcievenilieii&iidof  mjibW 
**  been  ibun  k.ljhe.c<»t)dl»  of  thofis  troefs  mheA  oHioary  Mtaa 
^  ift  ia  Dacia*  and  the  camps  aJtrngr  thr  DMMihe       Other  writen*  ■ 
vriK>OQnfinn  the  fiune  h£t»  add  Ukewife«.that  k  happentd  fiwn  afiei 
AuraliB»'atBiufligh;.  that  the  dfd&ve  eagi^geiBeaC  waa  fiwght  on 
ll»Griian  hat;,  tftat  die- wochmen  of '  libe  fluaft  had  aMiesa^ 
«Du»^  and  diat  the  eaipcrar  reftored  ^  pnUic  cvedit,  bf  delivering 
•at  good:  moDcy  in  ochaqge  fer  die  badrwbadi  the  people  waa 
conmided  IQ  bring  into  die  tieafiirf'** 
obTemtioM     We  might  content  ondelvca  wiib  rehttin^  dna^  estiaocdinaiy 
' '       tranftftion,  hot  we  cannot  diflemble  how  much  in  ita  prelfent  fecaa 
it  appeara  to  tis  inconGdent  and  incredible.    The  debaTemenC  of  the 
coin  h  indeed  well  fuited  to  the  admmiftfatwniof  GalKenus ;.  nor  ta 
it  unlikely  that  the  iaftrumenta  of  the  conruption  might  dread  the 
inflexible  juftice  of  Aurelian.   But  the  guilt,  as  well  as  the  profity 
mufl:  have  been  confined  to  a  few ;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive  by  what 
arts  they  could  arm  a  people  whom  they  had  injured  againfia.nio» 
naich  whom  they  had  betrayed.    We  might  naturally  exped,  that 
fuch  mi{creants  fhoukl  have  (hared  the  public  deteAation  with  the 
itiformers  and  the  other  niiairtcra  of  opprcifion;  and  that  the  re- 
formation of  the  coin  fhould  have  been  an  a<Slion  equally  popular 
with  the  deflrudlion  of  thofc  obfolete  accounts,  which  by  the  empe- 
XQt\  order  were,  burnt  ia  the  foriun  of.  Trajaa la  aa  age  whea 
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the  principles  of  commerce  were  fo  imperfedly  underftood,  the 
mod  defirable  end  might  perhaps  be  effe^ed  by  harfh  and  injudi- 
cious me«&a;  but  a  temporary  grievinee  of  fuch  a  nature  caa 
Icarcely  excite  aa4  fupport  a  ferious  civil  war.  The  repeti" 
tioa  of  mtoknble  taxeit  impofed  dther  oo  the  land  or  on  the 
iicceflarieB  of  Hfe^  may  at  laft  profoke  diole  iHia  will  not,  or  who 
cannot,  rdiai^tuAi  their  country.  But  the  cafe  is  far  otherwise  tis 
every  operation  which*  by  whatfiwver  expedients,  reftores  the  juft 
value  of  moaey*  The  tranfiest  evil  h-tom  obliterated  by  the  per*^ 
maaent  benefit,  the  lofr  is  divided  among  multitudes  ;  and  if  a  fetiK 
wealthy  iodivJdiials  eapertence  a  feofible  diminution  of  tRafitre,  witb 
their  ridies  they  at  the  Suae  time  lofe  the  importance.  Ilowevee 
Aurclian  might  chuie  to  difguiie  the  reil  canfe  of  tiie  itBtneQiaa^ 
hto  tefiirmatioii  of  the  coia  eoold  fumifli  only  a  fiunt  pitH. 
teace  10  a  party  already  powerfid  and  difioainted..  Rome»dion|^ 
deprived  of  fr«tdom»  was  difiioCked  by  faflioii.  The  people,  to^ 
ward*  whom  the  emperor,  hSmftlf  a  plebeiaii»  alwaya  eapreffed  • 
peculiar  fasdnefst  lived  m  perpetual  diflenfioa  with  the  fenaie,  the 
e^ueftnaa  order,  and  the  tatoriaa  giianb**.  Nothiogleft  than 
the  firm  though  fecret  eonlpiracy  of  thole  oidenp  of  the  amdkarit|r 
of  the  firft,  the  wealth  of  the  ieeood,  and  the  arma  of  the  tlufd^ 
^oold  have  dii^ayed  a  ftrength  capable  of  contending  in  battle  witb 
d»  veteran  l^iooa  of  the  Danube,  which,  under  the  oondoA  of  a 
marUaL  Cbvereiga,  had  atchievcd  the  arnqneft  of  the  Weft  and  of 
theEaft. 

Whatever  was  the  caafe  or  the  ebjeft  of  thn  rehdlioa^  tmpaMd  Cmekrof 
vrith  £b  little  probability  to  the  vrorhmcn  of  the  mint,  Avpcliaa  tiftd  ^"^^ 
hb  vidovy  with  unreknttng  ngonr  **•  He  wm  naturally  of  a 
fisveie*difpofition.  A  pealant  and  a  ioldierr  hie  aewea  yielded  aoc 
cafily  Co  the  imprefliontof  fympathy,  ant  he  cooM  laAiin  wiAoat 
emotion  the  fight  of  tOBtaftt  and  death.  Trained  fiomhiaearUell 
joiithia  thacaeicife  of  axmit  he  let  too  6Mllavalne:oft|MKfit 
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of  a  ddzen,  diafiiftd  by  military  aeoitioa  die  flighteft  offenect; 
and  trani&rred  the  ftern  dtfcipUne  of  -die  camp  toto  the  ctiril  admi* 
niftration  of  the  laws.  His  love  of  joftioe  often  becuae  a  Uind 
and  fnrioiu  palEott;  and  whenever  he  deemed  hit  own  or  Ae 
public  iafety  endangered,  he  difregarded  the  rukt  of  evidence  and 
the  proportkm  of  pooiflimentt.  The  unpiOTaked  rebdlion  with 
which  the  Romans  rewarded  his  JerrieeSf  exasperated  his  haugh^ipiriL 
The  ndbieft  lamalies  of  ^  csj^ial  were  inwdVed  in  the  guilt  or 
fiifpidoa  of  this  darkconfpiracy.   A  hally  Ipirit  of  tevenge  urged 
Ac  bloody  proftcution,  and  it  proved  &tal  to  one  of  the  nephews  . 
of  the  empflior.    The  executiooeKB  were  fatigued,  the  priioos 
orowdedf  and  the  unhappy  fenate  lamented  the  death  or  abfence  of 
•    its  iaooft  illuftrious  members       Nor  was  the  pride  of  Aurelian  left 
oSeofive  to  that  aifembly  than  his  cruelty.    Ignorant  or  impatient 
of  the  reftraints  of  civil  inftitutionSt  he  difdained  to  hold  his  power 
hj  any  other  dtle  than  that  of  the  fword,  and  governed  by  fight  of 
conqueft  an  empire  which  he  had  (lived  and  fubdued  >\ 
HejMfcbci       It  was  obfervcd  by  one  of  the  mod  fagacious  of  the  Roman 
lUMlbjifi^  princes,  that  the  talents  of  his  predecelTor  Aureliaot  were  better 


Odebtt, 


fuited  to  the  command  of  an  army,  than  to  the  government  of  an 

empire".  Confcious  of  the  charadicr  in  which  Nature  and  expe- 
rience had  enabled  him  to  excel,  he  again  took  the  field  a  few 
A.JD.a74.  months  after  his  triumph.  It  was  expedient  to  exercife  the  reftlcfs 
temper  of  the  legions  in  feme  foreign  war,  and  the  Pcrfian  monarch, 
exulting  in  the  flume  of  Valerian,  ftlll  braved  with  impunity  the 
offended  majcfty  of  Rome.  At  the  head  of  an  army,  lefs  formidable 
by  its  numbers  than  by  its  difciplinc  and  valour,  the  emperor  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  Strcights  which  divide  Europe  from  Afia.  He 
there  experienced,  that  the  moft  abfolute  power  is  a  weak  defence  a- 
gainftthe  effeflsofdefpair.  He  had  threatened  one  of  his  fecretarieswho 
was  accufcd  of  extortion  ;  and  it  was  known  that  he  fcldom  threat- 
ened in  vain.   The  laft  hope  which  remained  for  the  criminal,  was 
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to  involve  fome  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  in  his  danger, 
or  atleafl  in  his  fears.  Artfully  counterfeiting  his  mafter's  hand,  he 
fhewed  them,  in  a  long  and  bloody  lift,  their  own  names  devoted 
to  death.  Without  fufpeding  or  examining  the  fraud,  they  refolved 
to  fecure  their  lives  by  the  murder  of  the  emperor.  On  his  march, 
between  Byzantium  and  Heradea,  Aurelian  was  fuddenly  attacked 
by  the  oonfpirators,  whofe  ftations  gave  them  a  right  to  fimoOnd 
bit  peribn ;  and,  after  ft  fluMt  rcfiilance,  fell  by  the  hand  of  Mncapor, 
a  general  whoa  he  had  always  loved  and  tnifted.  He  ikd  regcet-  a.  p.  ayy 
ted  by  the  anny*  detefied  hf  the  lenate»  but  uoiveriaUy  adcnow- 
ledged'at  a  wa^ke  and  fertnnaie  prince^  Ae  vlcfiil  though  ferera 
icfiwiucr  of  a  d^^enciate  ftatc 
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ConduSi  of  tU  Army  and  "Senate  after  thi  (leaf h  0/ Are* 
Uan4 — tU%ns,  ofXacipta^  frohs^,-  Carus  OftJ  &t  Sots, 

BiMwd^t^  O  U  C  H  was  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  llbmari  einpeton»» 
twccadw  that  whatever  might  be  their  c'ondudi;,.  their  fate  was  com- 

ftl!ale*for*thc  monly  the  fame.  A,  life  of  pleafurc  or  virtue*  feverily  or  inil<!r> 
choice  of  aa  ^^j-^^  ^£  j^^j^j^gg  glory,  alike  led  to  an  untimely  gl^ve^  Mid 
almod  every  reign  is  clofed  by  tlie  fame  difguftlng-  VepetitKHi  of 
treafon  and  murder.  The  deaik  of  Aurelian,  however»-  is  remark- 
able by  its  extraordinary  confequcncea*  Tl\e  legions  admired,, 
lamented,  and  revenged,  their  vidorious  chief.  The  artifice  of 
his  perfidious  fecretary  was  difcovercd  and  punifhed.  The  deluded 
confpirators  attended  the  funeral  of  their  injured  fovereign,  with 
fmcere  or  well  feigned  contrition,  and  fubmitted  to  the  unanimous 
refolution  of  the  military  order,  \vhich  was  fignificd  by  the  follow- 
ing cpiftle.  "  The  brave  and  fortuiiatc  armies  to  the  fcnatc  and- 
*'  people  of  Rome.  The  crime  of  one  man,  anJ  the  error  of  many,. 
*'  have  deprived  us  of  the  late  emperor  Aurelian.  May  it  plcafcyoti, 
*'  venerable  lords  and  fathers  !  to  place  him  in  the  number  of  the 
f*  gods,  and  to  appoint  a  rucccdur  whom  your  judgment  fliall  declare 
*•  worthy  of  the  Imperial  purple.  None  of  thofe,  whofc  guilt  or 
**  misfortune  have  contributed  to  our  lofs,  fhall  ever  reign  over 
**  us  The  Roman  fenators  heard,  without  furprife,  that  another 
emperor  had  been  aflaffinated  in  his  camp  :  they  fecrctly  rejoiced  in 
the  fall  of  Aurelian  ;  hut  the  modeft  and  dutiful  addrefs  of  the 
legions,  when  it  was  communicated  in  full  alTembly  by  the  conful, 
difFufcd  llie  moft  plcafmg  aftoain^mcnt.  Such  honoui-s,  as  fear  and 
perhaps  ellecm  could  extort,  they  liberally  poured  forth  on  the 
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memory  of  their  deceafcd  foverelgn.  Such  acknowledgmenls  as. 
gratitude  could  infpirc,  tlicy  returned  to  the  faithful  armies  of  the 
republic,  who  entertained  fo  juft  a  fenfc  of  the  legal  authority  of 
the  fenate  in  the  choice  of  an  emperor.  Yet,  notwithftanding  thig 
flattering  appeah  the  moft  prudent  of  the  aflembly  declined  ex- 
pofing  their  fafety  and  dignity  to  the  caprice  of  an  armed  multi- 
tudD.  The  ftrcngth  of  the  legions  was,  indeed,  a  pledge  of  their 
fincerity  ;  but  could  it  naturally  be  cxpc<fled,  that  a  hafty  repent- 
ance would  corrctfl  the  inveterate  habits  of  fourfcore  years  ?  Should 
the  foldiers  relapfc  into  their  accuftomcd  feditious,  tlieir  infolcnce 
might  dllgrace  the  majefty  of  the  fenate,  and  prove  fatal  to  the 
Qbje<5l  of  its  choicct  Motives  like  thelc  didated  a  decree,  by  which 
the  elcdion  of  a  new  emperor  was  rcferroi  to  the  fuffiagp  of  the 
military  order.  ... 

The  contention  that  enfued  is  one  of  the  beft  aitcrtcd,  but  mofl  a.  d.  i;^-. 
improbable  events  m  the  hillory  of  mankind  *.    The  troops,  as  if  A  p-aafui 
fatiated  with  the  cxcrcife  of  power,  again  conjured  the  fenate  t(j  in-  of  eight""* 
v£ft  one  of  its  own  body  whh  the  imperial  purple.    The  fenate  - 
flill  perfifted  in  us  icfulal  ;  the  army  in  its  rcqucft.    The  recipro- 
cal offer  was  prclTcd  and  rcjcdcd  at  lead  three  times,  and  whilft  the 
obftinate  modcfty  of  either  party  was  refolved  to  receive  a  mafter 
from  the  hands  of  the  other,  eight  months  infendbly  clapfcd :  aa 
ama/lng  period  of  tranquil  anarchy,  dixring  whicb  the  Romaa 
world  remained  without  a  (bvereign,  without  an  ufurpcr,  and  with- 
out a  fcdition.    The  generals  and  magiftrates  appointed  by  Aure- 
lian  continued  to  execute  their  ordinary  fundions,  and  it  is  obferved, 
that  a  proconful  of  Afia  was  the  only  confiderabte  perfoa  remoTcd 
from  his  office,  in  the  whole-courfe  of  tk«  intemgouiiu 

An  event  fomewhat  fimilar,  but  much  leis  authentic,  is  fuppolbd 
to  have  happened  after. the'detth  of  Ropulus,  who,  in  hU  life  and 
charadcr,  bore  fome  afiipitj  with  Aurdian.  The  throne  was  va- 
cant  during  twelve ^monthsi  Ull  the  eledion  of  t  Sabine  philofopher, 
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and  the  public  peace  was  guarded  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the  union  of 
the  feveral  orders  of  the  ftate.   But,  in  the  the  lime  of  Numa  and  Ro*' 
muhis,  the  arms  of  the  people  were  controuled  by  the  authority  of  the 
Patricians;  and  the  balance  of  freedom  was  eafily  preferved  in  a  fmall 
and  virtuous  community  '.  The  decline  ofthc  Roman  ftate,  far  different 
from  its  infancy,  was  attended  with  every  circumftance  that  could' 
banifli  from  a.a  interregnum  the  profped  of  obedience  and  harmony, 
an  immenfe  and  tmnoltiiocis  capital,  a  wide  extent <tf  empire*  the  ftr« 
vile  equality  of  derpotifm,  an  army  of  four  hundred  thoufand  mertf- 
cenaries,  and  die  experienee  of  frequent  revoliitioo.  Yet>  notwith^- 
fianding  all  thefe  teiDptadion«»  the  diicipUne  and  memory  of  Aure^ 
lian  ftill  reftratned  the  ieditioos  temper  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  the* 
fatal  amUtbn  of  thdr  leaden;  The  flower  of  the  l^ons  main-* 
tained  thdr  ftatioatoa  the  banks  of  the  Bofphoms,  and'the  imperiaP 
flandard  awed  the  lisft  powerful  camps  of  Rome  and  of  the  pio«- 
vmces*  A  generoua  diough' tranfieot  enthofiifm  diflPulisd  itfdf* 
amcmg  the  mitiiary  order)  and*  we  may  hope 'that*  a  fewTtal  pa** 
triots  cultivated  the  Mtiimiqg  ftiendihip  of  the  army  ami  'the  fe- 
natci  as- the  only  expedient  ea(»ble~of  reftoring- the  republic  to  in» 
andent  beauty  and  vigour. 
A.TT.  17,-.       Oil  the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  near  eight  months  after'dfe' 
T  i-Tiiiui*'   murder  of  Aurelian,  the  conful  convoked  an'afl*embly  of  the  fenatCf 
and  reported  the  doubtfulr  and  dangerout  fituation  of  the  empire*  • 
He  flightly  infinuated,  that  the  precarious  loyalty  of  the  foldiers' 
depended  on  the  chance  of  every  hour^  and  of  every  accident ;  but* 
he  reprefcnted,  with  the  moft  convincing;  eloquence,  the  various » 
diingers  that  might  attend  any  farther  delay  in  the  choice  of  an- 
emperor.    Intelligence,  he  faid,  was  already  received,  that  the  Ger- 
mans had  pafTcd  the  Rhine,  and  occupied  fomc  of  the  ftrongcft  and 
moft  opulent  cities  of  Gaul.    The  ambition  of  the  Pcrfian  king- 
kc^)t  the  Eaft  in  perpetual  alarms;  Egypt,  Africa,  and  lliyricum, 
were  expofed  to  foreign  and  domeAic  arms,  and  the  levity  of  Syria 
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^Itould  prefer  even  a  female  fcepter  to  the  fandity  of  the  Roman 
'laws.    The  conful  then  addrefling  himfclf  to  Tacitus,  the  firft  of 
tfie  fenators  *,  required  his  opinion  on  the  important  fuhjed  of  a 
proper  candidate  for  the  vacant  throne. 

If  we  can  prefer  perfonal  merit  to  accidental  greatncf$,  we  fliall  Char.;dcrar 
efleem  the  birth  of  Tacitus  more  truly  noble  than  that  of  kings. 
He  claimed  his  defccnt  from  the  philofophic  hiftorian,  whofc  writ- 
ings will  inftrufl  the  laft  generations  of  mankind  The  fenalor 
Tacitus  was  then  feventy-five  years  of  age  *.  The  long  period  of 
his  innocent  life  was  adorned  with  wealth  and  honours.  He  had 
twice  been  invcfted  with  the  confular  dignity  ^>  and  enjoyed  his  am- 
ple patrimony  of  bSetwe^n  two  and  three  millions  fterliog  with  ele- 
gance and  fobriety. '.  The  experience  of  ib  many  prihoe«»  whom 
lue  hid  eftcemed  or  endnredf  from  the  vain  lollies  of  ElagmliftltM  to 
tKe  ufeful  ligour  of  AureUaoi  uught  him  to  form  a  juft  eftimate  of 
the  dmies*  the  dangert,  and  the  temptatboi,  of'  their  fublime 
l&tioii*  From  tfie  affiduout  ftudy  of  his  immorud  anceftbr  he  derived 
the  knowledge  of  the  Roman  conftitutioo*  and  of  human  nature  *.* 
The  voice  of  the  people  had  'already  named  Tadtns  as  the  citizen 
the  moft  worthy  of  empire.  The  nngratefiid  'rumour  reached  his 
cars*  and  induced  htm  to  fiiek  the  retirement  of  one  of  his  viUas  in- 
Campania.  He  had  pafled  two  month's  in  the  ddightful  privacy  of  • 
BSuae,  when  he  relu^antly  obeyed  the  fummons  of  the  oonful  ta 
lefiune  his  honourable  place  in  the  i<Saate>  and  'to  aflift  the  repubUe 
with  his  counTelff  on  this  important  oecafion. 

He  arofe  to  fpeak*  when*  from  every  qoaner  of  the  hbufe,  he  was  Ht'tedifird 
falutcd  with  the  names  of  Auguftlis  and  emperor.  *•  Tacitus  An- 
**  guftus,  the  gods  preferve  thee,  we  chufe  thee  for  our  fovereign»  . 
♦♦  to  thy  care  we  entruft  the  republic  and  the  world.'  Accept  the 
*•  empire  from  the  authority  of  the  fenate.  It  is  due  to  thy  rank,. 
**  to  thy  conduft,  to  thy  manners."  As  foon  as  the  tumult  of  ao» 
clamations  fublidcd*  Tacitus  attempted  U>  decline  the  dangerous 
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lioaoart  and  to  expreft  hit  wonder*  tliat  th^  (hould  eleft  lus  age 
and  infirmities  to  fuooeed  the  martial  vigour  of  Anrelian.  .  <*  Are 
thde  limbs,  oonfcript  fadiers  I  fitted  to  fiiAain  the  weight  of  ar- 
**  mour,  or  to  pra^fe  thje  ezercifes  of  the  ca;mp  ?  The  variety  of 
«  dimatet,  and  die  harddups  of  a  military  life,  would  ibon  op« 
**  prefa  a  feeble  conftituticm,  which  fubfifts  only  by  the  moft  tender 
"  management.  My  cxhaufted  flrength  fcarcely  enables  me  to 
**  diii:har|;e  the  duty  of  aienator ;  how  infiiffif^eiit  would  it  prove 
**  to  the  arduous  labours  of  war  and  government.  ,Can  you  fup^ 
**  pofe,  that  the  legions  will  rcfpcd  a  weak  old  man,  whofe  day» 
**  have  been  fpent  in  the  fliade  of  peace  and  retirement  ?  Caij 
*«  you  defire  that  I  fliould  ever  find  reafon  to  regret  the  favourably 
**  opinion  of  the  fenate  '°  ?  " 
SwpwpK*  The  rclui51ance  of  Tacitus,  and  it  might  poflibly  be  finccre,  wa| 
encountered  by  the  afTedlionate  obftinacy  of  the  fenate.  Five  hun- 
dred voices  repeated  at  once,  in  elnquent  confufion,  that  the  grczp^ 
of  the  Roman  princes,  Nunia,  Trajan,  Hadrian,  and  t!ic  AntonincSj 
had  afccnded  the  tlironc  in  a  very  advanced  feafon  of  life;  tliat  the 
mind,  not  the  body,  a  fovereign,  not  a  foldicr,  was  the  objed  of 
their  choice  ;  and  that  they  expelled  from  him  no  more  than  to 
guide  by  his  wifdom  the  valour  of  the  legions,  Thcfe  prcfllng 
though  tumultuary  inftances,  were  feconded  by  a  more  regular 
oration  of  Mctius  Falconius,  the  next  on  the  confular  bench  to 
Tacitus  himfelf.  He  reminded  the  aflembly  of  the  evils  wliich 
Rome  had  endured  from  the  vices  of  headdrong  and  capricious 
youths,  congratulated  them  on  the  election  of  a  virtuous  and  ex- 
perienced fenatpr,  and,  with  a  manly,  though  perhaps  a  feifi/h, 
freedom,  ekhorted  Tacitus  to  remember  the  reafims  of  his  elevation, 
and  to  feek  a  fuccefior,  not  i^  his  own  family,  but  in  the  republic. 
The  fpeech  of  FalcoQiua  was  enlbrced  by  a  geneial  acclamation. 
The  emperor  eled(  fubmttted  to  the  authonty  of  his  counitry,  and 
received  the  voluntary  homage  of  his  equals*   The  judgment  of  the 
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iemte  tras  eodfit'ined  by  the  conftiit  of  tlie  ftonUa  people*  and  of 
'  tiie  Praetorian  guatds  *^ 

The  adininillratibii  of  Tacitutf  was  not  unworthy  of  hU  life  and  Aathoritjror 
principles.  A  grateful  (errant  the  fenatey  he  confidered  that  na- 
tional tottftcU  as  die  amhoTt  and  himfelf  as  the  fubje£fc»  of  the 
kwS  He  ftbdted  to  heal  the  troands  which  imperial  pride,  civil 
difcord^  ^d  military  violence,  had  inflided  on  the  conftitntioo» 
and  to  rtfflbre,  at  leaft»  the  image  of  the  andent  republic,  as  it  had 
Wn  prefdrved  by  the  polity  of  Auguftos,  and  the  virtues  of  Tra>il 
and  the  Antdfiinds.  It  may  not  Mt  ufelefs  to  recapitulate  fiune 
ef  tlie'  AioA  impbi-taiit  ptitfrogatlves' which  the  fenate  app^ted  to 
have  regaineil  by  thb  ^ledibn  Of  Tacitus  t.  To  inveft  ontf  of  their 
5ody,  under  th^  title  of  emperor,  witH  the  general  eonimand  of  the 
armies  and  the  government  of  the  frontier  provinces.  2.  To 
determroe  the  lift,  or  as  it  was  ttien  ftyled,  th^  College  of  ConTuIs.  . 
They  were  twelve  in  number,  who,  m  fucceflivc  pairs,  each,  during 
the  Ipace  of  two  months,  filled  the  year,  and  rcprcfented  the  dignity 
of  that  ancient  office.  The  authority  of  the  fenate,  in  the  nomination 
of  them,  was  cxerctfed  with  fuch  independent  freedom*  that  no 
regard  was  paid  to  an  irregular  requeft  of  the  emperor  in  favour  of 
his  brother  Florianus.  "  The  fenate,"  exclaimed  Tacitus,  with  the 
honed  tranfport  of  a  patriot,  "  undcrfland  the  charaiflcr  of  the  prince 
'*  whom  they  have  chofcn."  3.  To  appoint  the  proconfiils  and  pre* 
fidcnts  of  the  provinces,  and  to  confer  on  all  the  magiftratcs  their 
civil  jurifditlion.  4.  To  receive  appeals  through  the  intermediate 
oQicc  of  the  prarfedl  of  the  city  from  all  the  tribunals  of  the  empire.- 
5.  To  give  force  and  validity,  by  their  decrees,  to  fuch  as  they  ihould 
approve  of  the  emperor's  cdicls.  d.  To  thefe  fevcral  branches  of 
authority,  we  may  add  fome  inrpecllon  over  the  fmances,  fince,  even- 
in  the  ftern  reign  of  Aurellan,  it  was  in  their  power  to  divert  a  part 
of  the  revenue  from  the  public  fervice  l^*. 
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Circular  cpiflles  were  fcnt,  without  delay,  to  all  the  principal 
■  cities  of  the  empire,  Treves,  Milan,  Aquilcia,  Theflalonica*  Coriadi» 
Athens,  Anttocbt  Alexandria,  and  Carthage,  to  claim  tfaeir  obe- 
dience lod  to  inform  them  of  the  happy  revolution,  which  had 
reftored  the  Roman  fenate  to  its  ancient  dignity.  Two  of  thefe 
epiftlea  are  flill  extant.  -We  likewife  pbfl*dt  two  very  fingular  frag- 
ments of  the  .private  ooncfpondence  of  the  fenan>rB  on  this  oc- 
cafiott.  They  difcover  the  meft  exceffive  joy,  and  the  moft  ub-. 
bounded  hopes,  f*  Gaft  away  your  indolence,"  it  is  dins  that  one 
of  the  ftnatiMrs  addrefles  bis  friend*  **  emcr,ge  fzom  yonv.  letue* 
**.ments  of  Baie  .and  PuteoU.  Give  yourfelf  to  the  city,  to  tho 
**.fenate.'  Rome -flouriihes,  die  whole  repuUic  flouriibes.  Tlianka 
**  .to  the  Roman  army,  to  an  army  truly  Roman;  at  length,  we 
**.have  recovered  our  juft  anthocity,  the  end  of  all  our  deliies. 
**  We  hear  appeals,  we  appoint  pnxonluls,  we  create  emperors: 
**  perhaps  too  we  may  retrain  them— to  the  wife,  a  word  is  fuffi- 
**  .cicnt  Thefe  lofty  cxpcdations  were,  however,  foon  dif- 
appmnted ;  nor,  indeed,  was  it  poflible,  that  the  armies  and  the 
provinces  (hould  long  obey  the  luxurious  and  unwarlike  nobles  of 
Rome.  On  the  flighted  touch,  the  unfupported  fabric  of  their 
pride  and  power  fell  to  the  ground.  The  expiring  fenale  difplayed 
a  fuddea  luilre,  blazed  for  a  moment,  and  was  extinguiihed  for 
ever. 

A.  t>.  t:6.       All  that  had  vet  pafied  at  Rome  was  no  more  than  a  theatrical 

T»ci  uj  ij  ac-  _  ^ 

knowicdgcd  reprefentation,  unlefs  it  was  ratified  by  the  more  fubftantial  power 
by  riw  tnu/t 

of  the  legions.  Leaving  the  fenators  to  enjoy  their  dream  of  free- 
dom and  ambition,  Tacitus  proceeded  to  thcThraclan  camp,  and  was 
there,  by  the  Prstorian  pr.Tfed,  prcfcntcd  to  the  aflcmblcd  troops, 
as  the  prince  whom  they  themfelvcs  had  demanded,  and  whom  the 
fenate  had  bellowed.  As  foon  as  the  prxfcdl  was  lilent,  the  em- 
peror  addrefied  himielf  to  t^c  foldiers  witli  eloquence  and  propriety. 

He 
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He  gratified  their  avarice  by  a  liberal  diftribution  of  treafure,  under 

the  names  of  pay  and  donative.  He  engaged  their  efteem  by  a 
fpirited  declaration,  that  although  his  age  might  difable  him  Irom 
the  performaoce  of  military  exploits,  his  counfeis  (hould  never  be 
unworthy  ot  a  Roman  generalj  the  fuccelTor  of  the  brare.  Au- 
relian 

Whilft  the  deceafcd  emperor  was  making  preparations  for  a  fe-  TKcAianiiB. 
cond  expedition  intt)  the  eaft,  he  had  negotiated  with  the  Alani,  and  are  «• 
a  Scythian  people,  who  pitched  their  tents  in  the  neighbourhood  of  jl^^ 
the  lake  Maeotis.    Thofc  barbarians,  allured  by  prefcnts  auJ  lub- 
iidies,  had  promifed  to  invade  Perfia  with  a  numerous  body  of  light 
cavalrf.   They  were  faithful  to  their  engagements ;  bat  when- they 
arrived  on  the  Romaa  frontier*  Aurelian  wis  already  deadt  the  defign 
^  the  Perfian  war  was  at  leaft  fufpendcd,  and  the  generals,  who, 
during  the  interr^num,  ezerciied  a  doubtful  authority,  werje  unpre- 
pared either  to  receive^ir.to  oppdfe  thens*  Provoked  by  fuch  tiieat-  .. 
meat,  which  they  eoniidered  as  trifling  and  perfidious,  the  Alani  had 
fecoyrie  to  dieir  own  valour  ibr  their  payment  and  revenge ;  andaa 
they  moved  with  the  ufoal  fwiftnds  of  Tartars,  they  had  foon  Ipread 
thcmfelves  over  the  provinces  of  Pontos*  Gappadocb,  Qlicia,:and. 
Galatia.  The  legbns,  who  from  the  oppofite  fhores  of  the  BoTphoros. 
eould  almoft  diitinguilh  the  flames  of  the  cides  and  'vitlages»  tmpa- 
tiently  urged  their  general  to  lead  them  againll  the  invaders.  The 
condu£l  of  Tacitus  was  fuitable  to  his  age  and  (hition.    He  convinced 
tiie  barbarians,  of  the  faith,  as  well  as  of  the  power,  of  the  empire. 
Great  numbers  of  the  Alani,  nppcaild  by  the  pundual  dif«harge  of ■ 
the  engagements  vrhich  Aurdian  had  contxadcd  with  them,  relift* 
qoilhed  their  booty  and  captives,  and  quietly  retreated  to  their  .own 
tleferts,  beyond  the  Phafis.    Againft  the  remainder  who  refufed  peace, 
the  Roman  emperor  waged,  in  pci ion,  a  fuccclsful  war.    Seconded  by 
an  army  of  brave  and  ejtpcricaced  veicranst  in  a  few  weeks  he  de- 
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Kvercd  the  province*  of  Afia  fronck  the  terror  of  the  Scyt&um  ii^ 

▼afion  ''. 

BMikof'ike'      But  the  glory  and  life  of  Tacitus  were  of  fi\ort  duration,  Tranf- 
H^l^l^       ported,  iri'  the  dcptJi  of  winccr,  frora  the  foft  retirement  of  Cam- 
pania, to  the  foot  of  mount  Caucafus,  he  funk  under  the  unaccuf-- 
tomcd  hardfliips  of  a  military  life.    The  fatigues  of  the  body  were- 
aggravatcd  by  thofc  of  the  rtintl.    For  a  while,  the  angry  and  (c\{]i}i 
pafTioiis  of  the  foldiers  had  been  fufpended  by  the  entlMl^k^nl  of 
public  virtue.    They  foon  broke  out  with  redoubled  viokncc,  and 
raged  in  the  camp,  aildi  evon  in  the  tent,  of  chtf  aged  emperov.  Hi*, 
mild  and  amiable  chftrftfierftnred  odly  t«»~iflif|tiT6  coniOBpt,  and  he- 
was  incttfiaoriy  toimeated     fa6lion«-  t^bieb  hewmUiiot  aflWage#> 
awi  bjr  d4niadl»«Uilii»«M  iatpofflbIelo>iirtii^^  WlUMrfiM* 
tBfia^  expedalHiiii  ht  hM  toaoAfwi  mi  roaoncSKny  dMf  pdlliftr 
«KMar%  TackurftOR  M  flonvinted,  tivt-tlio  Iktaiiawfirtfe  «f  th^- 
Mttf  diflalned  tktMfe  sdbttiirt: 

UfjAemd  by  angaiib  aadi  dKapfbAitoieMr.    It  amy'  be*  daaMilp 
wkcAtr  dn  tiMtn- xu^tmeA fhd^  faandtm  th«  Mood o£  Ai» iaano 
dsKt-irtee  .'^  .  It  M»cettak»  that  Am  nftkote  was  thv  cEinifb«f  hifi* 
176..  death*  Hc-txfM^tt  TyoM  iR  Capp«Edaai^  after -•nig«- of  odjt 
***    &t  moadit  and  aboai>  Cvrenty  days 
VTorpation      Tbt  <yts  t£  Tackat  wate  ftapcely  eloledi  bcfoM  Eiw  teaiiiRv 
iS^kwhCT  ^  Florianttt  ttiewed  httsftlf  onwortky  (0  rcigfi»  by  the  btffty  ufiirFatfoir 
vtorbaai.    ^      purple,  wSihottt  eapeatog  tha  approbaiio*  of  tfte  tmmr 
Tht  meretioe  for  ibe  Ronas  ooaiftmiiion,.  which  yet  mffiwrtcedt 
tlie  «aatp^«od  tfaa  piefiaces>  waa  foffidendy  flioag  to  dilpafe  them* 
to  cenfuH^  bnt  aot  «c»  provolK  Uttm  ta  oppoCv  the  piauipiiitt  aaa» 
bftioa  of  Fhirlanaa.    The  difcomeat  wotdd  have  erapokated  im 
idle  munnurs^  had  not  the  geaexal  of  the  Eafl^  the  lenNQ  ProbvsR 
boldly  dcdared.hiinfelf  the  avenger  of  the  faiatei  Tht-  ccniieil^ 
bowever>  wae^ftilLiiiiaquali  aov  oouUltbe.  laoft  aUc  leidcr,  at  the 
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%£a^  of  tbe  cfFeminiite  iroops  lOf  £gypt  and-Sfiiti  eacouhter,  witli 
anj  hopet  q£  vi&otj^  tbe  legions  of  £urope,  whofe  irrefifiiUe 
ftrength  appeared  ta  fupport  the  brother  of  TacitiM.  But  the 
fortune  aod  adivity  of  Probus  trttumpbed  Ofver  every  obftacle. 
The  hardy  veterans  of  liit  rival)  accuftomed  to  cold  .climates, 
fickened  and  coni'umed  away  in  the  fultry  heats  of  iC^tcia,  where 
the  fummcr  proved  remarkably  unwholel'ome.  Their  numbers  were 
diminifhcd  by  frequent  dcfcrtion,  the  paflcs  of  tlic  mountains  wci-e 
feebly  defended  ;  Tarfus  opened  its  f:;atcs,  and  the  foldicrs  of  I'lo- 
rianus,  uhen  they  had  perniiited  liim  to  enjoy  the  imperial  title 
about  three  months,  delivered  the  empire  from  civil  .war  by  th^  J«Iy. 
cafy  lacrifice  of  a  prince  whom  they  defpifcd 

The  perpetual  revolutions  of  the  throne  had  fo  perfe^ly  crazed  Their familf 
every  notion  of  hereditary  right,  that  the  family  of  an  unfortunate  fci«iij. 
emperor  was  incapable  of  exciting  the  jcaloufy  of  his  fucceflbra. 
The  children  of  Tacitus  and  T'lorianus  were  permitted  to  dclcend 
into  a  private  ftation,  and  to  mingle  with  the  general  mafs  of  the 
people.  Their  poverty  indeed  became  an  additional  iafeguard  to 
their  innocence.  When  Tacitus  wajj  elctSted  by  tbe  fenate,  he 
refigned  his  ample  patrimony  to  the  public  fervice  an  ad  of  gc-- 
nerofity  fpecious  in  appearance,  but  which  evidently  difclofed  his 
intention  of  tranfmitting  the  empire  to  dug  defcendents.  The  onlf 
confolation  of  their  fallen  flate  was  >tbe  remcrubfAnce  of  tranfieqt 
^rcatnefs,  and  adidant  hope*  the  child,  of  a  IbtMciog  prophecy,  Uiat, 
at  the  end  of  a  tboufand  years,  a  mooacch  ci  the  fMC  of  Tacitna 
■ihould  arife,  the  protestor  of  th/n  kaa^  the  leftoier  at  Rome,  and 
<he  conqueror  of  the  whole  earlh 

The  pealantR  of  lUyrieiim.  who  had  ahready  given  Glatidtus  and  CtMnAeranl 
Aurelian  to>the  finking  empire,  had  an  equal  right  to  glory  io  the  tbermpcx^c 
elevation  of  Probua".   Above  taventy  years  btfoK,  the  emperor 
'Valerian,  with  his  uftial  penetratioa,  had  diftoveted  the  rifing  merit 
.of  the  young  foldicr,  oa  wbfHa  he  eonferced  die  m&  «f  tribune^ 
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long  before  the  age  prefcribed  by  the  military  regulations.  The 
tribune  Toon  juftified  his  choice,  by  a  vidory  over  a  great  body  of 
Sarmatians,  in  which  he  faved  the  life  of  a  near  relation  of  Vale- 
rian ;  and  defcrved  to  receive  from  the  emperor's  hand  the  collars, 
bracelets,  fpcars,  and  banners,  the  mural  and  the  civic  crown,  and 
all  the  honourable  rewards  refcrved  by  ancient  Rome  fur  fuccefsful 
valour.    The  third,  and  afterwards  the  tenth,  legion  were  entrullcd  to 
the  command  of  Prubus,  who,  in  every  Uep  of  his  promotion,  fhewcd 
hiinlt  ll  iuperior  to  the  Ration  which  he  filled.    Africa- and  Pontus, 
tlie  Rhine,  the  Danube,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Nile,  by  turns  afforded 
him  the  moft  fplendid  occafions  of  difplaying liis  perfonal prowefs^and 
military  knowledge.  Aurdim  wift  indebted  to  him  for  the  conqueft 
of  Egypt,  and  fitU  more  iadibted  for  thehcmeftconrage  with  which  he 
often  checked  the  cruelty  oThismafter.  Tacitcn»wfaodeiiredb]rthe 
•abiUti$»  of  his  generals  to  fupply  his  own  d<^dency  of  military  u- 
lents*  named  him  commander  in  chief  of  all'the  eaftem  ptovincesy 
with  five  times  the  uTual  ialary,  the  prtunile  of  the  confoUhip,  knd  the 
hope  of  a  triumph.  When  Probus  afi:ended  die  imperial  Aronet  he 
was  aboutfbrty-ftur  years  of  age  **i  in  the  full  pofleffion  of  Iwi  fiime^ 
•of  the  love  of  the  army,  and  of  a  mature  vigouf  of  mind  and  body, 
nil  ntptRM     His  ackn(>w)edged  merits  and  the  focceft  of  his  arms  againft 
li!r    Rorianw*t  left'  him  without  an  enemy  or  a  competitor.  Yet  if  we 
may  credit  his  own  pro(feflions»  very  far  from  being  defirous  of  the 
empire,  he  had  accepted  it  with  the  moft  lincere  relndance.  **  But 
it  is  no  longer  in  my  power,*'  fays  Probus,  in  a  private  Ietter» 
**  to  lay  down  a  title  fo  fiitl  of  envy  and  of  danger.   I  muft  ooor 
**  tinue  to  perfonate  the  charader  which  the  foldiers  have  impofir^ 
'*  upon  me        His  dutiful  addreia  to  the  fimate  diffdayed  the 
fenti'ments,  or  a<  leaft  the  language,  Cff  a  Roman  patriot :  «*  When 
•    you  eledled  one  of  your  order,  oonlcript  fathers !  to  fucceed  the 
-**  emperor  Aurelian,  you  a£led  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  your  juftioe 
.    and  wifdoin.    For  you  are  the  legal  fovereigns  of  the  world, 
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"  and  the  power  which  you  derive  from  your  anccRors,  will  de- 
**  fcend  to  your  pofterity.  Happy  wenild  it  have  been,  it  Flori- 
**  anus,  Inflcad  of  ufurping  the  ]nirple  of  his  brother,  like  a  pri-  , 
"  vate  inheritance,  had  expcQcd  what  your  majefty  iniglit  dcter- 
**  mine,  either  in  his  favour,  or  in  that  of  any  other  pcrfon.  The 
**  prudent  luldiers  have  punilhcd  his  ralhnefs.  To  mc  they  have 
**  offered  the  title  of  Augulhj?.  Init  I  fubinit  to  your  clemency  my 
**  pretcnfions  and  my  merits  When  this  refpedi  ul  epiftle  was  A.  D.  vj6, 
read  by  the  conful,  the  fenators  were  unable  to  difguife  their  fatif- 
fadioD,  that  Probus  (hould  condefcend  thus  humbly  to  folicit  a 
fcepter  which  he  already  poiTeiTecl.  Thej  celebrated  with  the 
warmeft  gradtude  his  virtues,  his  exploits,  and  above  all  his  mode- 
ration. A  decree  immediately  pafled,  without  a  diflenting  voice,  to 
gratify  the  dedion  of  the  eaftern  armies,  and  to  confer  on  their 
dhief  all  the  ieveral  brandies  of  the  imperial  dignity :  the  names  of 
Caefar  and  Auguftus,  the  title  of  Father  of  his  country,  the  right 
of  making  in  the  (ame  day  three  motions  in  the  lenate*'.  die  office 
of.  Pontifex  Maximns.  the  tribonitian  power,  and  the  proconfular. 
command;  a  mode  of  inveftituret  which,  diough  it  Teemed  to  mul- 
tiply the  authority  of  the  emperor,  exprefled  the  conftitutionof  the* 
andent  republic  The  rdgn  of  Probus  correfponded  with  this  fair 
be^nning.  The  fenate  was  permitted  to  dire£k  the  civil  admini- 
ftradon  of  the  em{nre.  Thdr  &ilhful  general  aflerted  die  honour 
of  die  Roman  arms,  and  often  laid  at  their  feet  crowns  of  gold 
and  barbaric  trophies,  the  fruits  of  his  numerous  vidories  Yet 
whilfi  he  gratified  their  vanity,  he  muftfecretly  have  defpifed  their 
indolence  and  weakncfs.  Though  it  was  every  moment  in  their 
power  to  repeal  the  difgraceful  cdi£l  of  Gallienus,  the  proud  fuccef- 
ibrs  of  the  Scipios  patiently  acquieiced  in  their  cxclufion  frotn  ail 
military  employments.  They  foon  experienced*  that  thoie  who  re» 
fuie  the  fwoid,  muft  renounce  the  fcepter, 
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iVtOaiietar  ihc  flrengih  of  Aurellan  had  CFufhed  on  every  fide  the  encnoie* 
tkelmba*  "of  Rome.  After  hU  death  they  iccmed  to  revive,  and  even  to  mul- 
*  itiply.    They  were  again  vanquiflwd  by  the  aSivc  vigour  gf  Probus, 

vk'Iu),  ill  a  QiQst  reign  of  about  fix  years     equalled  the  fame  of 
iancient  heroes,  ond  reftored  peace  and  (Mrder  to  every  province  of 
'like  Roman  jworld.   The  daogerous  frontier  of  IQlliqaUa     fh  fiimly 
fecured*  that  he  left  it  without  the  fufpicioa  of  an  enemy.  He 
^rokc  the  wandering  power  of  the  Sarmajtiaa  islhc9»  and  byithe'tpr- 
•lor  of  Ills  annp  compelled  ihofe  herbariaQa  to  KlioquiQi  tlieir  Ipoit. 
inie'fgkithte  nation  oourted  the  alliance  of  to  warUIpe  an  empm 
Be  attacked  the  Idurians  in  jtheir  movntaniib  befieged  and  took 
«ievera1  of  thflir  ftropgeft  caftkt     and  flattered 'Umiiilf  that  Jie  had 
tSot  ever  fttf^wefled  a  dom^c  foe*  whoTe  jodipeadenee  lb  ^J^ieply 
'woiipded  -th^  maj^fty  qf  the  empire.   The'troublea  netted  by  1^ 
«lurper  FinAtM  4n  the  Upper  Egypt*  had  never  bean  perfo^y 
■peafisd*  lind  the  cities  of  Ptcflemais  and  Coptos*  forti^^  iff  0^ 
.alliance  pf  the  fileaimyee,  Aill  «n.aiatained  an  obfcure  rebelKo«» 
'^e  chaftiiement  of  thofe  cities*  and  of  their  ai»ilianes  ihe4av«gia 
•«f  the  South)  \$  fdid  to  have  alarmed  the  court  of  Perfia  **$  ivad  tiN^ 
^Gteat  lUng  fued  in  vain  for  the  firiendfliip  of  Psobuf*  Aloft  of  the 
.csLpIolts  vnhi<^  diftinguilhed  his  rdgii»  were  atchicved  by  the  per« 
f<anal  valour  and  condud  of  the  emperor,  iafomuch  that  the  wiiiier 
his  life  eKprefles  fome  amazement  how«  in  fo  fhort  a  time*  It 
fmgle  man  could  be  prefent  in  (b  many  diilant  wars*    The  remain** 
ing  acflions  he  entruRed  to  the  care  of  his  lieutenants,  the  judicioua 
•choice  of  whom  forms  no  inconfiderable  part  of  his  glory.  GiniSg 
DiocloHao,  Maxiinian«  Conftantius,  Galerius,  Aiclepiodatus,  Annl* 
balianus,  and  a  crovrd  of  other  chiefs,  who  afterwards  afcended  or 
fupported  the  throne,  weie  tcuned  to  arms -in  (he  ievereichool  of 
Aurellan  and  i'xobus 
A.  D.  t'7,       ^i'^      mod  iniportant  fcrvice  wliich  Probus  rendered  to  the  rc- 
Si^bemthe  P^Ulic,  was  the  deliverance  of  Gaul,  and  the  rccoveiy  of  fevcnty 
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flbttriAIHg  ciiin  OffreJZeS  By  tfM  UttbaruAr  of  GeMKmy,  wlio, 
iMce  the  ikttb  cif  AoreHan,-  bid  rffvagcsi'  tfeac  great  province  with, 
•mpunicy  '\   /imong  die  itarioM  muMtudb  of  iHole  fierce  iavadertf>.. 
we  tatf  cKftidgiMflK^  wkh  Tome  degree  of  dnimefty  three  grtat'afiiiiek, . 
or  ladier  naliMMt  ibeceffivcly  vaaqindiecl  by  the  valour  df  Probtts^ 
drove  baclg  die  Franks  into  their  monffet  y  a^defenptive  w*- 
flimdanee  ttom  whence  we  nwy  inftr,  thajt  tlie  oeaftderaey  known'> 
hj  tike  BMHily  appeHetktor  of  Fn*f  already  occ«(^d  the  flat  Aaiitime 
•eunttff.  hnerfedSed  and  aliaeft  overfleww  hy  the  ftagznting  waters 
ef  the  IUiBie>  and  that  leveral  trihe*  ef  theFrifiaAs  andBataviaxis 
had  acteded-  tor  thck  aHknce.   He  wmqeiflied-  the  Bmgundbns,  a 
oonlidecable  people  of  the  Vandtflfc  race.-  They  had  wandered  ia 
qneft  of  booty  from  the  banki  of  the  Oder  to  thoTe  of  ffae  Sdne. 
Hiey  efteemed  themrelvca  faSciently  fortunate  to  piircha(e>  by  the 
lefKtutkinof  all  their  booty,  the  j^evmifTion  of  an  nixli Curbed  Tctrt^at. 
They  attempted  to  elutle  that  apticle  of  the  treaty.    Their  ptinifh* 
ment  was  rmmediiiteand  terrible       BiU  of  all  the  invaders  of  Gaul^ 
the  aooft  forn>idabl<!  were  the  Lygians,  a  diflant  people  who  reigned, 
over  a  wide  domain  on  the  frontiers  of  Pulaod  and  Silcfia In- 
ibeLygian  nation,  the  Arii  held  the  firft  raok  by  titeir  numbers' 
and  fieroenefs.      The  Arii  (it  it  thoa  thet  they  are  tlefcribed  by  the 
**  energy  of  Tacitus)  ftudy  to  improve  by  art  and  circumflances  the  * 
"  innate  terrors  of  their  barbarifm.    Their  fluclda  are  black,  ihcrr* 
♦*  bodies  are  painted  black.    They  chufe  for  the  combat  the  darkcflr 
*'  hour  of  the  night.    Their  hofl  advances,  covered  as  it  were  with 
'*  a  funereal  fli-idc  "  ;  nor  do  they  often  find  an  enemy  capable  of 
**  fuftaining  fo  fliangc  and  infernal  an  afpe^Y.    Of  ail  our  fcnrf":, , 
"  the  eyes  arc  tr.c  firrt  vanqninicd  in  bjttlc*'.'*^     Yet  the  arms  ■ 
and  dircr])]inc  of  ihc  R.^mans  ca'.lly  dilcomfircd  thcfc  horrid  phan- • 
toms.   The  Lygii  wore  defeated  in  a  qcncral  engagement,  and  Scmi;o,  . 
the  mofl  renowned  of  their  chiefs,  fcli  alive  into  the  haiich  of  Probus, 
That  prudent  emperor,  unwilling  to  reduce  a  brave  pcocle  to  dcfpair, 

granted ' 


inva'ion  of 
the  Qttuuu^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


33<5  THE   DECLINE   AND  FALL 

-  granted  them  an  lumourable  capituUtiont  and  permitted  them  to 
return  in  fafecy  to  their  native  countiy.  But  the  loflfea  which  thef 
fttffered  in  the  march,  the  battle,  and  the  retreat*  broke  the  power 
of  the  nation :  nor  is  the  Lygian  name  ever  repeated  in  the  hiilory 
either  of  Germany  or  of  the  empire.   The  deliverance  of  .  Gaul  is 
reported  to  have  cofl  the  lives  of  four  hundred  thouiand  of  the  in- 
▼adersr;  a  work  of  labour  to  the  Romans,  and  of  expence  to  the 
emperor,  who  gave  a  piece  of  gold  for  the  head  of  every  barba- 
rian      But  as  the  fame  of  warriors  is  built  on  the  dcftruftion  of 
human  kind,  we  may  naturally  fufpetfl,  that  the  faoguinary  account 
was  multiplied  by  the  avarice  of  the  foldicrs,  and  accepted  without 
any  very  fcvere  examination  by  the  liberal  vanity  of  Probus.  ' 
andcarriet        Since  the  expedition  of  Maxiniin,  the  Roman  generals  had  con- 
^^amj^^  fined  their  ambition  to  a  defenfivc  war  againft  the  nations  of  Ger- 
many, who  perpetually  prcll'ed  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire.   The  . 
more  daring  Probus  purlucd  his  Gallic  vidories,  pafTcd  the  Rhine, 
and  difplaycd  his  invincible  eagles  on  the  banks  of  the  Elbe  and  the 
Necker.    Pic  was  fully  convinced  that  nothing  could  reconcile  the 
minds  of  the  barbarians  to  peace,  unlcis  they  experienced  in  their 
own  country  the  calamities  of  war.    Germany,  exhauftcd  by  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  the  laft  emigration,  was  adnuilhcd  by  his  prefence. 
Nine  of  the  mofl  confidcrable  princes  repaired  to  his  camp,  and  fell 
'       prortrate  at  his  feet.    Such  a  treaty  was  humbly  received  by  the 
Gcimans,  as  it  pleafed  the  conqueror  to  ditlatc.    He  exacted  a 
ftridl  rcfliiution  of  the  e{Fc(!is  and  captives  which  they  had  carried 
away  from  the  provinces  ;  and  obliged  their  own  magiftrates  to 
puniih  tlig  more  a'ullinaie  robbers  who  prcfumed  to  detain  any  part 
of  the  fpoil.    A  confidcrable  tribute  of  corn,  cattle,  and  horfes,  the 
only  wealth  of  barbarians,  was  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  garriibns 
which  Probiis  eftablifhed'on  the  limits  of  their  territory.   He  even 
entertained  fome  thoughts  of  compelling  the  Germans  to  relinqui& 
$hfi  ^erdfe  of  arms,  ,  and  to  trud  their  - differences  to  the  juftice, 

their 
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their  fafety  to  the  power  of  Rome*  To  accomplini  thefe  falutary 
ends,  the  conftant  refidencc  of  an  imperial  governor,  fupportcd  by 
a  numerous  army,  was  indifpcnfably  requifitc.  Prnhus  therefore 
judpjcd  it  more  expedient  to  defer  the  execution  of  fo  great  a  dc- 
fign  ;  which  was  indeed  rather  of  fpceious  than  lolid  utility  Had 
Germany  been  reduced  into  tlic  ftatc  of  a  province,  the  Romans, 
with  immcnfe  labour  and  expencc,  would  have  accpilrcd  only  a 
more  cxtcnfive  boundary  to  defend  againii  tlie  £crcer  and  more 
aclive  barbarians  of  Scythia. 

Inftead  of  reducing  the  warlike  natives  of  Germany  to  the  con-  He  bulMs  a 
dition  of  fubjeds,  Probus  contented  himfcif  with  the  humblp  cx-  Rhine to'the 
pedlent  of  raifing  a  bulwark  againfl:  their  inroads.  The  country, 
which  now  forms  the  circle  of  Swabia,  had  been  left  defert  in  the 
age  of  Auguftus  by  the  emigration  of  its  ancient  inhabitants 
The  fertility  of  the  foil  foon  attraded  a  new  colony  from  the  ad- 
jacent provinces  of  Gaul.  Crowds  of  adventurers,  of  a  roving  tem- 
per and  of  defperate  fortunes,  occupied  the  doubtful  pofleinon,  and 
acknowledged,  by  the  payment  of  tythes,  the  majefly  of  the  em- 
pire **.  To  protcdl  thefe  new  fubjefts,  a  line  of  frontier  garrifons  was  . 
gradually  extended  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Danube.  About  the  reign 
of  Hadrian,  when  that  mode  of  defence  began  to  be  prafUTed,  thcCe 
garrifons  were  conneded  and  covered  by  a.(lrong  intrenchment  of  tree^ 
and  pali&des.  In  the  place  of  lb  rude  «  bulwark,  the  emperor  Probus 
confimded  •  Aoiw-waU  of  a  coof^estble  height,  taoA  ftrengthencd 
It  by  towers  «t  coavenientdiflaoce*.  From  neighbourhood  of 
Mewftadt.  and  Ratiibon  on  the  Danube,  it  flietched  Acio6  hills, 
valties,  rivers^  and  morafle8»  as  &r  as  Wanpftn.  on  the  Nscker, 
and  at  length  terminated  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  aftcc  a  win^ 
log  couife  pf '  near  two  hundred  miles  *\  This  iidportsnt  bwlaer* 
muting  the  two  mighty  ftreams  that  piote€ked  the  provinces  of  £uftq[>e^ 
leemed  to  fill  up  thf  vacant  .^ace  through  which  the  barbariaqs,  and 
pirticuhriy  the  iUen»Dai»  c»ii]d  penetrate  with  the  greateft  "ftd- 
.  Vol.  I.  X  X  lity  . 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


33I  THE  DECLINB  AKD  FALL 

lily  into  the  heart  of  the  empire.  But  the  experience  of  the  world 
from  C3iina  to  Britain,  has  expofcd  the  vain  attempt  of  fortifying 
any  extenfive  traft  of  country  An  active  enemy,  who  can  fded 
and  vary  his  points  of  attack,  muft,  in  the  end,  difcoverfomc  feeble 
fpot  or  fome  unguarded  moment.  The  ftrength,  as  well  as  the  at- 
tention, of  the  defenders  is  divided  ;  and  fuch  arc  the  bUnd  effeds 
of  terror  on  the  firmed  troops,  that  a  line  broken  in  a  iiogle  place, 
is  almoft  mflaatly  deierted.  The  fate  of  ike  wall  which  Probus 
ereded,  may  confirm  the  general  obferwataoo.  Wkhia  a  few  year« 
gfytr  his  death,  it  was  ofweidtfowtt  bf  the  Akaitiini.  h*  Ccatteted 
mans*  uaiverlally  aicrihod  ta  the  power  «£  the  Dannoo,  now  Senfc 
^mly  to  exoke  the  Mmderof  die  Swjdbiaa  peaiaat 
fmndoCHH  Amoog  thcMibfiil  cendiliww  ct  gewe  aopofed  ty  Vnkm  ma.  titt 
^ti^b^'  ▼anqiiiflied  Mtfiooe  ol  Gennaayt  «rM  the  cfc%rtinn  fiippljtag 
4ke  KflOMA  mij  With  fisttn  tfa««fiMi  vmiii.      bomft  Md 

flU  the  piHwrtt,  mil  iIHiUmHiI  th«  ilM|ri»n  ifitrfiwfiinii  m 
4mM         4f  iUkjr  or  iiactf  oiek,  cniMg  iht  ngimd  tnopt; 

thr  fcitwiiit.  flionld  bt  itltlititniif  trni"**   TlMiraidint  Mir 

fnviBeeit«BidiMloQger&ppoit  *ciicight«f  anM.  -ThciMdf 

^eqntl  tollMUbstiii-ofllieeampi  hotaperpeMudMeiif  wmM 
giaMly^WaididldiiiraiimWvi.  llwiillvqMiief  <fMr4«9e, 
4addM  fuin  mi  egricukiiic^  «MeidK  princaplesof  popula^M,  aad 
«wt  «idy  dciteioyedlkeibrength  «f  At  pnAnl.  tec  faiitKepied  Ae 
iMfecffciwegMMntfiMM.  tlse  wiMmof  rwlwii  eantoewl  •  great 
«ad  kndHial  {Im  4f  fepkniiUiig  dM«irtMiilM  ftMdifttliyiiOTrfld- 
faoici  «f  eafdifc  4»  ligMrc  MMnfan, 
caidei  uAnnMBia     liiiAaBdiy>  mi4  mfvy  eBooBiageaacst  tint 

6  the 
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ihe  teptMie*  Into  Brluia  and  moft  probably  into  Cambridge- 
-  ftiirc  **»  he  tranfportcd  %  confiderablc  body  of  VaiKials.  The  im- 
poflibility  of  an  cfcapc,  reconciled  them  to  their  fltuation,  and  ia 
the  fubfequent  troubles  of  that  ifland,  they  approved  thcrafclvcs  the 
moft  faithful  fervants  of  the  (late  *\  Great  numbers  of  Franks 
and  GepiddB  were  fettled  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube  and  the 
Rhine.  An  Inndrcd  tfaoulaiid  BaftanUB,  expelled  firom  their  owm 
country,  dieaftilly  tccepMi  tm  fiiWiflmtiH  la  Thnce,  and  toom 
imbibed  dit  aumnart  and  Muamitt  of  Robmii  fiAgedt  ^.  But 
dM  MpcSatkai  g£  Mbm  tme  too  ofton  diftffoiaied.  Tho 
impitloaeo  tad  idkaeft-oC  ilio  bubfrioat  conld  ill  biook  the  floir 
Iflbontt  of  'i^iiCBltafe.  .  Their  aacoaqacraUe  love  of  fi««doiB» 
tttdf  ignnft  deipottfi&f  paovokcd  tfiom  into  bofty  idNlliotttt  alike 
Una  to  AcBiftlvoi  oad  to  die  pfoviaoes  **i  aor  oouU  thefe  ardflciol 
H^plietrliowcTer  lopeoted  bj  finooedioig  oiapeioro»  leftote  tbe  ia^ 
pocast  Hail  of  GMl  oad  iQlyiieaia  la  ko  aaaeat  oad  aative 

Of  aU  da  liafbaiiaaa  ivbo  aiboadoacd  lihcir  aew  fttttemoatfc  aad  faring  enteiw 

pnle  of  the 

dUfluibcd  tbe  poblio  traaquiUity,  a  very  faaU  aomber  retaned  to  tfadr  rmkiw 
owBOOuatry.  tealherticalbBdi^aiiglicwaadcr  m  anaatbrooi^ 
tboiiBpirei  botiaiheeadtheyvrererantydeftcoyedbythepom 
af  atVirlilBoanpctoff.  ThofiMoefifiilralhacftof  aparty  of  Fraaka 
Hi!  Attndod  wiAifiMhOMBocablc  ooaftfueaoesi  tiiat  it  opgbt  aot  to 
bi  pafltd  uonotieed*  Tboy  had  beta  cftabKflioJ  by  Prabai»  oa 
Ae  iea  coaft  of  Pontus,  with  a  view  of  ftrengtheniag  that  frootier 
agpiaft  the  inroads  of  the  AlaoL  A  fleet  ftationed  in  one  of  the 
haibouti  of  the  £oBlae»  £di  iato  the  handa  of  the  Franks ;  and  they 
lifblved*  dttOttgh  unknown  iets*  to  explore  their  way  from  the 
amith  of  the  Phaiit  to  that  of  the  Rhine.  They  eafily  efcaped 
through  tho  Bofph<»rus  and  the  Hellefpont,  and  cruixiag  along  the 
Medktnaacan,  indulged  their  appetite  for  revenge  and  plunder, 
by  iiB<|eaat  deioiaii  oa  the  unfufpedting  ihom  of  Aila,  Greeeei  and 

Xx  z  A&ica. 
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Africa.  The  opulent  city  of  Sytacufe,  m  whofe  port  the  Bavies 
•of  Athens  and  Gatthage  had  ibrmerly  been  fanl:^  mi  ladnd  by' a 
liandful  of  barbarians*  who  maflacred  the  greateft  part  of  the 
■trembling  inhabitants.  From  the  Ifland  of  Sicaly,  the  Tranks  pro- 
ceeded to  the  oolomns  of  Kercnlest  trailed  themfelves  to  the  ocean, 
coailed  zound  Spain  and  Gaul,  ^nd  fleering  thdr  triumphant  oourie 
through  the  Britiih  diannd,  at  length  fiioiflied  thirir  furprifing 
ifoyage,  by  landing  in  Metj  on  the  Batsnan  or  Frifian  (hores '% 
The  example  of  tiieir  foccc6,  iaftrnfttng'  their  coontrymien  to  'ten- 
ceive  the  advantages,  and  to  defpile  the  daogerl,  of  tlw  lea,  pointed 
out  to  their  enterfwifing  fpiril*  a  nevr  road  to  wealth  and  gloiy. 
Kcvoi  I  of  Notwithftanding  the  vigilance  and  adivity  of  Frobos,  it  was  almoft 
she  Bafti"^  impoffible  diat  he  could  at  once  contain  ia  obedioice'  every  part  of  his 
wide  extended  domiiuoaa;  The  barbariaiM  who  favoke  thdr  chaani^ 
had  fdzed  the  favourable  opportunity  of  a  domefiie  war.  When 
4!ie  emperor  marched  to  the  relief  of  Gaul,  he  devolved  the  conir 
maod  of  the  Ea^  on  Saturninus.  That  general,  a  man  of  merit 
jmd  experience,  was  driven  into  rebiellion  by  the  abfeiice  of  his  fo« 
<vereign»  the  levity  of  the  Alexandrian  people,  the  preffii^  in^ 
stances  of  his  friends,  and  his  ovtrn  fears ;  but  from  the  moment  ti£ 
his  elevation,  he  never  entertained  a  hope  of  empire,  or  even  of 
life.  Alas!  "  he  iaidi  *'  the  republic  has  loft  a  ufeful  fervin^ 
«^  jand  jfhc  raflincfs  of  an  hour  has  dedroyed  the  fervices  of  many 
i**  years.   You  know  noti'*  continued  he,  "  the  mifery  of  fovereign 

power;  a  fword  is  perpetually  fufpendcd  iiver  our  head.  We 

dread  ottr  very  guards,  we  diibruft  our  companions.  The  choice 
<**  of  a<^on  or  of  repofe  is  no  longer  in  our  difpofltion,  nor  is  there 

any  age,  or  character,  or  condudt,  that  can  prote£l  us  from  the  cen- 
**  fure  of  envy.  In  thus  exalting  mc  to  the  throne,  you  have 
*'  doomed  mc  to  a  life  of  cares,  and  to  an  untimely  fate.  The  only 
"  conlolation  which  remains  is,  the  aflurancc  that  I  fhall  not  fall 

jalooe        But  as  the  former  part  of  his  predi^on  was  verified 
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\y  the  vidory,  fo  the  latter  wis  dUappokiled  by.  the  deffleo^. 

0f  Probus.    That  amiable  prince  attempted  even  to  fave  the  un> 

happy  Satuminus  from  the  fury  of  the  foldiers.    He  had  more  than 

once  folicited  the  ufiuper  himfelf,  to  place  fome  confidence  in 

the  mercy  of  a  fovereign  who  fo  highly  adeemed  his  charader,  that     ^'  *7»' 

he  had  punlfhed,  as  a  malicious  informer*  the  firft  who  related  the 

improbable  news  of  his  defedion       Saturninus  might,  perhaps, 

have  embraced  the  generous  offer,  had  he  not  been  reftrained  by 

the  obflinate  diflruft  of  his  adherents.    Their  guilt  was  deeper,  and 

their  hopes  more  fanguine,  than  thofe  of  their  experienced  leader. 

The  revolt  of  Satuminus  was  fcarcely  extlnguifhcd  in  the  Eaft,  A,  D.  280. 

.     f,  of  Bo:!ofus 

before  new  troubles  were  excited  in  the  Weft,  by  the  rebellion  aadProculu 
of  Bonofus  and  Proculus,  in  Gaul.  The  moft  diftinguiflied  merit 
of  thofe  two  ofiicers  was  their  refpedivc  prowefs,  of  the  one  in  the 
combats  of  Bacchus,  of  the  other  in  thofe  of  Venus  yet  neither 
of  them  were  deftitute  of  courage  and  capacity,  and  both  fuftained, 
with  honour,  the  auguft  charader  which  the  fear  of  punifliment  had 
.  engaged  them  to  aflume,  till  they  funk  at  length  beneath  the 
fuperior  genius  of  Probus.  He  ufed  the  vldory  with  his  accuf- 
tomed  moderation,  and  fparcd  the  fortunes  as  well  as  the  lives  of 
their  innocent  families 
■  The  arms  of  Probus  had  now  fuppreflTed  all  the  foreign  and  do-  A.D. 

.         .  .    .        .        Triumph  of 

meftic  enemies  of  the  l^ate.  His  mild  but  fleady  adminiflration  ihecmpctor 
confirmed  the  re-eflabltfhment  of  the  public  tranquillity  ;  nor  was 
there  left  in  the  provinces  a  hoftile  barbariani  a  tyrant,  or  even  a^ 
robber,  to  leviye  At  memory  of  pail  difixders.  It  was  time  that 
the  empevpr  0uiald  itmGx  Rome,  and  cdebnite  his  own  glory  and 
the  geneial  happinefi*  The  tiiampli  due  to  the  valour  of  Probus 
was  condttded  wnA  a  magnificence  fuitable  to  his  ibrtune,  and  the 
people  who  had  fo  lately  admired  the  trophies  of  AurdHan,  gazed 
«nth  equal  pleafiire  ot^  thof^  of  his  htrmc  focceflbr  We  cannot,' 
iik  jibh  oocafion,  fi>rget  die  deljpente  courage  of  about  fourfcore 
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Gf&dtaCdrs,  rcfeVVed  ndit  Hsl  btin^eid  others,  for  the  bbutntol 
fpoiti  of  fh^  irfiphithcitrt.  Difdaining  to  fhed  their  blood  for  ttef 
itmufement  of  the  populace,  they  killed  their  keepers,  broke  froiH 
the  place  of  their  confinement,  and  filled  the  ftreets  of  Roma  v^ith 
blood  and  confufion.  After  an  obflinate  rcfiflance  they  ■u  ere  over- 
powered and  cut  in  pieces  by  the  regular  forces  ;  but  they  obtained 
at  lead  an  bonoorable  death*  and  the  htitia^oa  of  «  juft 
vengc 

HiijiftifKp*-  The  military  difcipline*  which  reigned  in  the  camps  of  Probtie^ 
was  lefs  cruel  than  that  of  Auiclian,  but  it  was  equally  rigid  an<l 
exadl.  The  latter  punifhed  the  irregularities  of  the  foldiers  with 
unrelenting  fevefity,  the  former  prevented  them  by  ainploying  thtf 
legions  ifl  conftant  and  ufeful  labours.  When  ProbilS  coftjrtlanded 
In  Egypt,  he  executed  many  confiderable  Works  for  the  fplcndot 
and  benefit  of  that  rich  coutitry.  The  havigation  of  the  Nile,  ft^ 
Impdttant  to  Rbine  Hfelf,  vtai  iinprdved }  and  temples,  bi'idges, 
JwrtkoeS,  and  palaces,  ir^  toftftiliaed  by  thd  hands  of  the 
foldiers,  Who  z&td  by  ttithi  ki  krthiteC^i  as  ^tigineer^,  and  a* 
Kuflilndmeil  ^,  ft  Wstft  re^rttfd  6f  Haanlbili  tbaf^  i&  order  to  pit* 
t&i^  tai  troopt  fMh  the  ddng(;rt>itt  UtapUAoH^  Of  idlMeft,  hB 
bad  obliged  tbem  to  fonn  large  plantatioiM  oToUve  tMM  AlM^  HM 
cdallof  Africi**.  txlHh  t  Itiiuht  princi^fe,  PMlMii  cXfiA^  lua 
legionk  id  toVarinl^  id^  ikH  «iiK7«d«»  Ati  hilk  af  OAul  Aftd 
I^HnbiibM  atad  iWtt  toniidCtellte  t^Mk  m  mUk  fMM 

ttidttSty  dbg  and  ifitaoH  by  ittiKlUy  lAiui  **,  One  «f  tM|  kdOMl 
under  die  UMbM  of  Motmt  Alnt,  Urik  flniMsd  IM»  Mfttlu*^  fk* 
tbUtArf  wheffe  PiroBtts  wM  tmfii^  f»  Svbkft  h»  mt  IMlMd  • 
partial  al!e£lion,  antl.whoft  grititude  \ii  endwvowr«d  Itt  ftiult» 
by  conTerting  into  tillage  ft  large  and  unhealthy  tra€t  of  OMfAff 
ground.  An  army  thus  emplbybd,  cottdituted  perbapt  tlMIMAllft* 
fid,  aalwettas  the  btavta  poHkm  ttf  ^Oi>a»  fili^nafc, 
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But  in  the  profccution  of  a  favourite  fchcme,thc  beft  of  men,  fatis-  ""««■• 
ficd  with  the  reditudc  of  their  intentions,  are  lubjcd  to  forget  the 
bounds  of  moderation  ;  nor  did  Probus  himfelf  fuffideotly  confult 
the  patience  and  difpofiiion  of  his  fierce  legionaries  *'.  The  danger* 
of  the  military  profefHon  Teem  ooif  to  be  compen&ted  hf  a  lift:  fff 
pleafure  and  idlenefs  ;  but  if  the  duties  of  the  foldier  ftre  ia^ 
ceiTantly  a^ravated  by  the  labours  of  the  pealaat*  he  will  nt  laft 
fink  under  the  MitQlei»hl«  burden^  or  ih«ke  it  off  yrith  iodi^attoo* 

.  The  linprudence  of  ?tdbm  it  £44  to  h»ve  kifliuofld  tho  diimteiit 
of  his  tnopc.  Mpre  atimtive  to  the  Intenftt  of  mankind  than 
to  thpfe  of  the  tmff  he  expcefled  the  vain  hope,  that*  by  the 
elUblilhinent  of  uoimlal  peace,  he  ihfluld  fpon  MtOn  ibM  oeceiEty 
of  ft  flandii^  and  mercenary  fitree      "Hie  lu^pudd^  tgcpttBuan 

.proved  to  lu«v  In  ope  of  thff  boM^  dajrt  of  fimuKiv  Ji  be 
kfeedf  uigpd  jthe  unwholdpin^  Ubonr  of  dnMig  Ae  aMtOiep  4if 

.  Sirmium^  the  fiMeiy,  imji»tien(  of  fsiti^uc;,      ji  fiiddm  tivar 
dovn  their  tatiU,  graiped  th^^niw^  «Qd  hwke  out  m»A  faskm 
vuitinj,  Thevcmperor,  cofliasw  of  Jbi^dw^r*  fpofc  »fu|;e  inn 
lofty  tower*  oonftrii£ted  Ibr  ^e  purjppfe  of  -fuDnreyii^  the  popipds 
of  the  work  ^.  The  ttwiqr  wis  juijOiotty  fiureed*  iiad  #  ifaonlimd  a.  d.  ts^. 
fwo!td»  wwf  ^niied  at  .oow  in  tins  hote  #f  (die  wtfrnviM^'^'^ 
Fkohns.  The  ^g^  of  ^  troofv  ivbGdi4  ^ 
gntilM  They  Uien  lamiented  ilwir  fytAt^OtatA,  fivsoc  tlw^ 
verity  of  the  emperor,  whom  ib^  b«4iBifla<«ed*  n4  balleoed  0 
perpetvatct  by  an  booeimble  jpoonmenv  the  mmwfo^.  bii  vie- 
tnesMd  vi<lnrie»". 

When  the  Ic^na  b«d  vMpi  their  ,^gnef  nnd  rqiwitanrc  BleQioD  and 
^  death  <tfPcobu«>  ibeir  imMmim^iuni&oiikf^^  lui 
Fraetoden  fce^^  the  meft  deterring  ni  de  Unperiid  thmnt* 
Every  eixcomlbuiceihat.  idi«e»  m  tfai»  piinee  unMyws  of  e  eoised 
Aod jdoiihtfid  mtvxe.  He  ironed  4?  the  jtitM  «f .iilpMN»  CSiiMai 
.andjuiBErftfd  to  eoiif«pe-4»e'iwu%^  ibii  bipcri*  ndth  ifae  ^bnyi 
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'aiid  even  barbarous  origin  of  the  preceding  emperors  ;  yet  the  mod 
inqiiifitiTe  of  his  contemporaries*  very  iarfrom  admitd^  hit  daim^ 
have  varioufly  deduced  his  own  birth,  or  of  hia  pamits»  firom 
-  Illy rkunii -from  Gaol,  or  from  Africa -  Though  a  Ibldier,  he 
had  recti4«da  learned  education ;  thougli  a  (eiiatori  he  was  inrefted 
with  the  firft  dignity  of  die  army;  and'in*  an  age»  when  the  civil 
and  military  profeflioaa  began  to  be  irrecoverably  feparated  froni 
each  other,  they  wei^^iaited  in  the  p^rfon  of  CSarua.  'Notwitii* 
ftandidg  tint  fevere  juftiee  wluch  he  ezerdfed  ^inll  the  afllilfina  of 
Probas,  to  whoTe  fav6of  and  efteem  he  was  highly  indebied,  he 
could  not  efcape  the  fufpicion  of  being  accefTary  to  a  deed,  from 
whence  he  derived  the  principal  advantage.  He  enjoyed,  at  leaft 
bdore  his  elevation,'  an  adcsowTedged  chandler  of  virtue  and 
-aUHtio*';  liuC' his  auftere  temper  inlenfibly  degetoated  info- 
mbrofeneft'  and  cruelty  t  and  the  imperfeft  wrif^r^  ;af  his  life  al- 
nioft  hiefitate  whether  they  Aall  not  rank  him  m  the  number  of 
'Romato  tyrants  **.  When  Guut  aflTumed  the  pnrpTei  he  was  about 
Ijxty  years  of  a^  and  his  twd  fons  Canniis  aud  ^limerian  had  at- 
reaiiy  attained  the  feafon  of  manhood 
Tiiefenii-  The  authority  of  the  fcnate  expired  with  Probiis  ;  nor  was  the 
fcntttand'^'  repentance  ctf  the  foldiers  difplayed  by  the  fame  dutiful  r^ard  for 
f'f^  the  civil  power,  which  they  had  teftified  after  the  unfortunate  death 
of  Aurelian.  The  eleftion  of  Carus  was  decided  without  expedinj; 
'the  approbation  of  the  fenate,  and  the  new  emperor  contented  him- 
felf  with  announcing,  in  a  cold  and  (lately  epiftlc,  that  he  had 
afcendcd  the  vacant  throne  A  behaviour  fo  very  oppofite  to  that 
of  his  amiable  predecclTor,  afforded  no  favourable  prefage  of  the  new 
reign ;  and  the  Romans,  deprived  of  power  and  freedom,  aflertcd 
their  privilege  of  licentious  murmurs  The  voice  of  congratula- 
tion and  flattery  was  not  however  filent ;  and  we  may  ftill  perufe^ 
with  pleafure  and  contempt,  an  eclogue,  which  was  compofed  on  the 
accei&oa  of  the  emperor  Carus.    Two  piepherds,  avoiding  the 
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noontide  heat,  retire  inio  the  cave  of  Faunus.  On  a  fpreading 
beech  they  dlfcover  lome  recent  cliaratters.  The  rural  deity  had 
defcribed,  in  prophetic  verfes,  the  fchcity  promifed  to  the  empire, 
under  the  reign  of  fo  great  a  prince.  Faunus  hails  the  approach  of 
that  hero,  who,  receiving  on  his  ftioulders  the  finking  weight  of  the 
Roman  world,  fliall  cxtinguiih  war  and  faction,  and  once  again 
reftore  the  innocence  and  fecurity  of  the  golden  age'*. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  thefe  elegant  trifles  never  reached  Ciruf  defeiu 
the  ears  of  a  Veteran  general,  who,  with  the  confent  of  the  legions,  lllnt  "^*' 
Tfas  preparing  to  execute  the  long  fufpended  defign  of  the  Perfian  "^l^j**** 
war.    Before  his  departure  for  this  diftant  expedition,  Cams  con- 
ferred on  his  two  fons,  Carinas  and  Numerian,  the  title  of  Cxfar^ 
and  invefting  the  former  with  almoft  an  equal  ihare  of  the  im- 
perial power,  directed  the  young  prince,  firft  to  fupprefs  fomc 
troubles  which  had  arifen  in  Gaul,  and  afterwards  to  fix  the  feat 
«f  fcb  refideace  «t  Rome^  and  10  aflume  the  government  of  the 
weAerft  pnyrinoeS'".  T|ie  Itfec^  of  Hlyneiiiii  ma  cenlinaed  bf 
a  meiDdrKble  defeat  of  the  SannMlans-i  -fixtMii  tlMufimd  of  tbofe 
Ittfbimns  remained  on  the  Beld  of  bitik>  and  the  number  of  capdvei 
amcuttted  taciventy  thon&nd.   The  old  emperor,  animated  with  the 
fame  and  profpeft  of  viOory,  purfued  hia  mareb»  m  the  midft  of  winter, . 
trough  the  oountries  ofThraee  and  Afia  Mindr,  and  atte^th,  with 
Iris  jponnger&n  Numerian^  aitifed  on  like  eoofinea  of  die  Perfian  mo- 
narchy.  There,  encaminng^  on  die  fiimmic  of  a  lofty  mountun,  he 
pointed  out  to  bis  troops  the  opidenee  and  lujciify  of  the  enemy 
whom  dic7  were  Acmtw  invade. 

The  fucceflbr  of  Artaxerxes*  Vanmes  orHabrami  though  be  bad  a.  d.  ,83. 
ftbdued  the*  Segefin^  one  of  the  moft  warlike  nations  of  Upper  dimce*4'^ 
Afia  *%'was  alarmed  at  tlie  approach  of  the  Romans,  and  endea-  b«nSn!" 
voured  to  retard  their  progrefs  by  a  negociation  of  peace.  His 
amfaafladors  entered  the  camp  about  funfet,  at  the  time  when  the  ' 
troops  were  iatisfyiiig  their  hunger  whh  n  £rugal  repafl.  The 
Vol.  t  Y  y  Perfians 
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Ferfians  eaqirefled  their  defire  of  being  introduced  to  the  pidence  of  die 
Roman  emperor.   They  were  at  laft  condo^d  to  a  ibldier*  who  was 
feated  on  the  grais.  A  piece  of  ftale  bacon  and  a  few  old  peafe  com- 
pofed  his  fupper.   A  coarfe  woollen  garment  of  purple  was  the  onl7 
circumfUnce.that  announced,  his  dignity.  The  conference  was  con* 
duded  with  the  fame  difrcgard  of  courtly  deganoe.  Csrus,  uking  off 
a  cap  which  he  wore  to  conceal  his  baldnefs,  aflured  the  ambsfladorsy 
that*  uolefs  their  mailer  acknowledged  the  fnperiority  of  Rome,  he 
would  fpeedily  render  Perfia  as  naked  of  trees*  as  his  own  head  was 
.  deftituteof  hair      Notwithfianding  fi>me  traces  of  art  and  prepa- 
ration, we  may  difcover  in  this  fcenc  the  manners  of  GaruSt  and  the 
fevere  fimplicity  which  the  martial  princes,  wlio  fuccecded  GallieiUlS, 
had  already  reAorcd  in  the  Roman  camps.   The  miniftera of  the  gceat 
king  trembled  and  retired. 
Hiiviaorin      The  threats  of  Carus  were  not  without  effed.    He  ravaged 
tfiHfydwth.   Mefopotamia,  cut  in  pieces  whatever  oppofcd  his  paflage,  made 
himfeif  mafter  of  the  great  cities  of  Scleucia  and  Ctefiphon  (which 
feem  to  have  furrendercd  without  rehllance),  and  carried  his  vic- 
torious arms  beyond  the  Tigris        He  had  fcized  the  favourable 
moment  for  an  iuvafion.    The  Pcrfian  councils  were  diftraded  by 
domeflic  fadions,  and  the  greater  part  of  their  forces  were  detained  oa 
the  frontiers  of  India.    Rome  and  the  Eaft  received  with  tranfport 
the  news  of  fuch  important  advantages.  Flattery  and  hope  painted, 
in  the  moft  lively  colours,  the  fall  of  Perfia,  the  conqueftof  Arabia^ 
the  fubmillion  of  Egypt,  and  a  lafiing  deliverance  fiom  the  inroads 
of  the  Scythian  nations       But  the  i  cign  of  Carus  was  deftined  to 
A.D.>8)i    expofe  the  vanity  of  predidions.    They  were  fcarcely  uttered 
''^'^'^*  before  they  were  oontradiaed  by  his  deadi ;  an  event  attended  with 
fuch  ambiguous  .circumflances,  that  it  may  heft  be  rdated  in  a 
letter  from  his  own  lecretary  to  the  praefe£fc  of  the  city.  **  Ckrus,** 
-  &y8  he,  **  our  deareft  emperor,  was  confined  by  ficknefs  to  his  bed, 
when  a  furious  tempeft  azofe  in  the  camp.  The  darkneft  which 
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"  overfpread  the  iVj  was  fo  thick,  that  we  could  no  longer  dif- 
,  "  tinginfh  each  other  ;  and  the  inceflant  flafhes  of  lightning  took 
"  from  us  the  knowledge  of  all  that  pafTed  in  the  general  confulion. 
*'  Immediately  after  the  moll  violent  clap  of  thunder,  wc  heard  a 
**  fudden  cry,  that  the  emperor  was  dead ;  and  it  foon  appeared, 
**  that  his  chamberlains,  in  a  rage  of  grief,  had  fet  fire  to  the 
*'  royal  pavillion,  a  circumftancc  which  gave  rife  to  the  report  that 
**  Carus  was  killed  by  lightning.  But,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
**  inveftigate  the  truth,  his  death  was  the  natural  efFecl  of  his  dilbrder' V* 

The  vacancy  of  the  throne  was  not  produQive  of  any  difturbancc.  Heisfjcceed- 
The  ambition  of  the  afpiring  generals  was  checked  by  their  mu-  kuis  Cannu/ 
tual  fears,  and  young  Numcrian,  with  his  abfent  brother  Carinus,  riin.^""*' 
were  unanimoufly  acknowledged  as  Roman  emperors.  The  public 
expeded  that  the  fucceflbr  of  Cants  would  purfue  his  father's  foot- 
fteps,  and,  widioac  blowing  the  Perfians  to  recover  from  their  con* 
flematixMit  would  advance  fword  in  hand  to  the  palaces  of  Suia  and 
Ecbatana  But  the  legions,  However  ftrong  in  numbers  and  dt& 
dpline,  were  difmayed  hj  the  moft  abjed  faperftition.  Notwitb« 
ftanding  all  the  arts  that  were  pcaOiled  to  difguife  the  manner  of  the 
late  emperor's  death,  it  was  found  impoflible  to  remove  the  opinion 
of  the  multitudei  and  the  power  of  opinion  is  irrefifiible.  Places  or 
perfbns  ftruck  with  lightning  were  oonfidered  by  the  ancients  with 
pious  honor,  as  iingulariy  devoted  to  the  wrath  of  Heaven  An 
ocack  was  remembered,  which  marked  the  river  Tigris  as  the 
&tal  boundary  oi  the  Roman  arqis.  The  troops,  tetrified  with  the 
fate  of  Cams  and  with  their  own  danger,  called  aloud  on  young 
Numerian  to  obey  the  will  of  the  gods,  and  to  lead  them  away 
from  tlus  inaufpidous  &ene  of  war.  The  feeble  empat>r  was  un-  ' 
able  to  fiibdue  their  obftinate  prejudice,  and  the  Perfians  wondered 
at  the  unexpedled  retreat  of  a  vidiorious  enemy 

The  intelligence  of  the  myfterious  fate  of  the  late  emperor,  was  A.r>.  r^t^. 
foon  carried  from  the  frontiers  of  Perfia  to  Romci;  and  the  fenate,  omu"^  ^ 
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2$  well  at  the  provinces,  congratulated  the  acceiTion  of  the  fooa  of 
Carus.  Thefe  fortunttc  yQuths  wercftrangcrs,  howcrcr,  to  that  coa- 
fcious  fupericurity  either  of  birch  or  of  merit,  which  can  alone  reader 
Uie  poOfe^n  of  « throQC  nfy*  and  u  it  were  natural.  Born  aodedu* 
^tfl4  in  9  printe  (l«Uon,  the  deaion  of  ikm  Met  i«t6d  tbo*  at 
onceto  the  nknk  of  prineess  aod  hit  deathf  which  happaicd  ahwit 
fixtcen  montht  nfterwtrde*  left  t|iem  the  uoexpeOed  kgaqr  of  a  inft 
cm  pi  re.   To  iiUUia  widi  temper  thie  npid  elevation,  an  imoommoii 
ihare  of  virtue  and  priulefioe  was  requifines  and  Gurinustthe  cUer- 
of  the  bfoAen*  was  mote  dun  coonnonlf  deficient  in  thob  (|u»- 
litiei*  la  the  Gallic  war,  he  diiboveied  toe  degree  of  pa&nal 
Qourage  *" ;  but  freai  the  moment  of  Hb  arriTal  at  Rome*  he  tbiaum 
dened  hinUelf  to  the  luxury  of  the  e«pital»  and  to  the  abuft  of  hta* 
£cMrtune>  He  was  (oft  yet  cruel*  devoitd  to  pteafiife  hut  deflituio 
of       ;  aqd  though  exquiiitely  furcepttbit  of  vamt]r»  indifiimt 
to  the  public  efteero.    In  the  courfe  of  a  few  months,  he  fuoeeffiv^ 
nu|irHe4  ^ud  divorced  nine  wives,  mod  of  whom  he  left .  pregnant ; 
and  qolwithflanding  this  legal  incondancy,  found  time  tu  indulge 
fuch  a  variety  of  irregular  appetites,  as  brought  difibouoor  on  himfeif 
and  on  the  noblcfl  hiiufcs  of  Rome.  He  beheld  with  inveterate  hatred 
all  thole  who  niiglit  remember  his  former  obfcurity,  or  cenfure  bis 
prefeni  coudu<it.   He  baniihed,  or  put  to  death,  the  friends  and  coun- 
Icllors  whom  Ills  f^ither  had  placed  about  him,  to  guide  liis  inexpe- 
rienced youth  ;  and  he  perfecuted  with  tlie  meaned  revenge  his  khool- 
fellows  and  companions,  who  had  not  fu/Ecicntly  refpe-fled  the  future  * 
majcHy  of  the  emperor.    With  the  fenators,  Carinus  affeOed  a  lofty 
and  rej^al  demeanour,  iVequcntly  declaring,  that  he  dcligncd  to  dillri- 
bate  tlieir  eftates  among  the  populace  of  Rome*    From  the  dregs  of 
that  populace,  he  feleded  his  favourites,  and  even  his  minifters.  The 
palace,  and  even  the  imperial  table,  was  filled  wkh  fingers,  dancers, 
proftitutes,  aqd  alt  the  various  retinue  of  vice  and  foUy.  One  of  his 
door-^cpert"  he  enti:uAed  with  the  governmcmt  of  the  city.  In 
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the  room  of  the  pratorian  prxfeO:,  whom  he  put  to  death,  Carinus 
fubftituted  one  of  the  miniflers  of  his  loofer  pleafures.  Anothef, 
who  poflcffed  the  fame,  or  even  a  more  infamous  title  to  favour,  was 
inverted  with  the  confulfliip.  A  confidential  fecrctai  y,  who  had  ac- 
quired uncommon  flcill  in  the  art  of  forgery,  delivered  the  indolent 
emperor,  with  his  own  oonfent*  from  the  irkfome  duty  of  figning 
his  name. 

When  the  emperor  Cams  undert(X)k  the  Perfian  war,  he  was  lA- 
duccd,  by  motives  of  affe(^tion  as  well  as  policy,  to  fecure  the  for- 
tune* of  his  family,  by  leaving  in  the  hands  of  his  eldeft  fon  the 
armies  and  provinces  of  the  Weft.  The  intelligence  which  he  foon 
received  of  the  conihid  of  CiruiiM,  filled  him  with  ihame  and  re- 
gret ;  nor  had  he  coneetkd  tu  fdbliitioii  of  fttitfying  the  repubKe 
by  a  fevere  nQ.  of  jqfticci  and  of  adopting,  iA  dM  ffMe  of  ia  UDf* 
worthy  fon,  Ac  bfftTe  and  fittoooB  GenihotiM»  who  it  fli«c  time 
vas  govemm  dlkimMhu  But  tlie  efevation  of  CSonAaatiui  wn 
for  a  white  dcfemd^  and  as  ibon  aa  a  fkfaar'a  dtath  bad  retafti 
Cariftiu  from  tbe  contreol  of  ftar  or  dwencj,  he  difplayed  to  tha 
RonMftsAe.cxtnrvagaiiciet  of  Elagabahn*  aggravated  bf  tho  eroiltf' 
of  Domitiaii  '\ 

The  only  neric  of  the  adminiftfatioii  of  Gtrimia  that  bilkorf  Hg«Mbwiw 
could  reeord  or  poetry  cdcbrate*  vaa  the  uneonunoa  fplcador  with  gana. .. 
wbicb»  m  bioocmaiidhisbrotbcv'a  aamcr  he  eaditbited  tlw  Ronaa 
games  of  tbe  tbcatre»  ibc  dreos,  and  ibc  amphiilieatye.  More  tttuk 
twenty  years  alterwaida,  when  tbe  courtiers  of  Diodetbn  repre^ 
lenicd  to  tbar  firqgal  ibfcreiga  the  fkmt  and  ptipidarity  of  bis  nui* 
nifioent  predeoaflbr,  be  acfcnawledged*  that  tbe  rdgn  of  Garhms 
bad  indeed  been  a  xeign  of  pleafbre  Bat  tbta  Tsm  pndigdaty, 
which  the  prudence  of  Diocletian  might  jutUy  dt^ft^  wm  enjoyed 
with  furprile  and  tranfport  by  the  Roman  people;  The  otdeft  of 
the  citizcnSf  recoHe^ing  the  fpedadcs  of  fbrmct  days,  the  trium- 
phal pomp  of  Probtti  or  Aurelian»  and  the  fecular  gaaaea  of  the  eniH 
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peror  Philip^  acknowledged  that  they  were  all  furpafiied  by  the  fti- 
pcrior  magnificence  of  Canuus 
Speaadesof      The  Ipe^laclcs  uf  Carlniis  may  therefore  be  bcft  illuftrated  by  the 
obfervation  of  feme  particulars,  which  hiftory  has  condefcended  to 
relate  concerning  thofe  of  his  predecefibrs.    If  we  confine  ourfelvcs 
^folely  to  the  bunting  of  wild  beaib,  however  we  may  cenfure  the 
vanity  of  the  defign  or  the  cnidty  of  the  execudoni  we  are  obliged 
jba  eoolMh  that  neither  hefere  nor  finee  the  time    ^he  Romans, 
£6  much  art  and  ezpenoe  have  em  been  kviflied  for  the  amufe- 
meat  <^  the  peoj^e".   By  the  order  of  Frdbus,  a  great  quantity 
of  hose  trees,  torn  up  1^  the  roots,  were  tranfplanted  into  the  midft 
4)f  Che  cin»s.  The  fpadofis  and  lhady  foreft  was  immediately  filled 
with  a  thott&nd  olhriches,  a  thoi^Tand  flags,  a  thouiand  fiillo^ 
a  diouiand  wild  boars }  and  all  this  varie^  of  game  wasabaadoned 
•to  die  riotous  impetoofity  <^  the  multitude.  Tht  tragedy  of  the  foo- 
fieeding  day  confified  in  the  maflacte  of  an  hundred  lions,  an  equal 
number  of  UoDefles,  two  hundred  leopards,  and  three  hundred 
bears'*.  The  coUedHon  prqwped  by  theyounger  Gordian  for  his 
triumph,  and  which  bis  fucceflbr  exhibited  in  the  fecular  garner 
was  left  remarkable  by  the  number  than  by  the  fingularity  of  the 
animals.  Twenty  zd>ra8  difplayed  their  elegant  forms  and  varie- 
gated beauty  to  the  eyes  of  the  Roman  people  *\    Ten  dks,  and  as 
many  camelopards,  the  loftieft  and  moil  harmleis  creatures  that 
wander  over  the  plains  of  Sarmatla  and  ^Ethiopia,  were  contrafted 
with  thirty  African  hyaenas,  and  ten  Indian  tygcrs,  the  moft  im- 
placable fivagcs  of  the  torrid  zone.    The  unon'cncling  ftrength  with 
which  Nature  has  endowed  the  greater  (luadrupcdcs,  was  admired 
in  the  rhinoceros,  the  hippopotamus  of  the  Nile      and  a  majcftic 
troop  of  thirty-two  elephants        While  the  populace  gazed  with 
llupid  wonder  on  the  fplcndid  fliow,  the  naturalift  might  indeed  ob- 
fcrve  the  figure  and  properties  of  fo  many  different  fpccics,  tran- 
iported  from  every  part  of  the  ancient  world  into  the  amphitheatre 
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of  Rome.  But  th's  accidental  benefit,  which  fcicnce  might  derive 
from  folly,  is  furcly  infufiicient  to  juflify  fuch  a  wanton  abule  of 
the  public  riches.  There  occurs,  however,  a  fingle  inftance  in  the 
firft  Punic  war,  in  which  the  fenate  wifely  connedcd  this  amufe- 
ment  of  the  muliiiudc  wiih  the  intcreft  of  the  ftatc.  A  confidcrable 
number  of  elephants,  taken  in  the  defeat  of  the  Carthagiaiaa  army, 
^ere  driven  through  the  circus  by  a  few  Daves,  armed  only  with 
blunt  javelias  The  ufeful  lpe£Ude  fenred  to  imptefii  the  Romtii 
lotdier  with  a  juft  contempt  for  thofe  unwieldy  aoimali  i  and  he 
noionger  dreaded  to  encounter  them  in  the  rtoks  of  war. 

The  hunting  or  exhibition  a£  wild  beafts,  was  conduced  with  a  TbeamfUi 
magnificence  fuitable  to  a  people  who  ftyled  themfelTea  the  maftert 
of  the  world;  nor  was  the  edifice  appropriated  to- that  entertain^ 
ment  left  espreffive  of  Roman  greatnpfs.   Poflerity  admirea,and  will 
long  admire,  the  awful  reouuns  of  the  amphitheatre  of  Titui,  which- 
£>  well  deferved  the  epithet  of  ColoflGd       It  wai  a  building  of  an 
diptic  figure,  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  feet  in  length,  and  four 
hundred  and  (Ixty-feven  in  breadth,  founded  on  fouiibore  arches,  and 
rifing,  v.  iih  four  fuccelTive  orders  of  architcdure,  t»  the  height  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet       The  outfide  of  the  edifice  was  cn- 
crufted  with  marble,  and  decorated  with  ftatucs.    The  Hoping  fides- 
of  the  vaft  concave,  which  formed  the  infide,  were  filled  and  fur- 
rounded  with  fixty  or  eighty  rows  of  feats  of  marble  like  wife,  co- 
vered with  cuHiions,  and  capable  of  receiving  with  eafc  above  four- 
fcore  thoufand  fpedlators        Sixty- four  vo/iiilorUs  (tor  by  that  name 
the  doors  were  very  aptly  diflinguiHicd)  poured  forth  the  immenfe 
multitude  ;  and  the  entrances,  palTages,  and  ftair-cafes,  were  con- 
trived with  fuch  exqulfite  fkitl,  that  each  pcrfon,  whether  of  the 
fcnatorial,  the  cqueib-ian,  or  the  plebeian  order,  arrived  at  his  def- 
tined  place  without  trouble  or  confiifion  **•   Nothing  was  omitted 
which,  in  any  refped,  could  be  fubiecvtent  to  the  convenience  and 
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pleafure  of  the  fpe<ftators.  They  were  proteded  from  the  fun  and 
rain  by  an  ample  canopy,  occafionally  drawn  over  their  heads.  The 
air  was  continually  rchc-lltcd  by  the  playing  of  fountains,  and  pro- 
•  fufcly  impregnated  by  the  grateful  fcent  of  aromatica.  In  the  cen- 
ter of  the  edifice,  the  arena^  or  ftage,  was  ftrewed  with  the  fineft 
fand,  and  fucceflively  affuiMd  the  ittoft  dtfftmat  fbrmt.  At^ooe 
moniciit  it  ftemed  to  rile  out  of  ilie  earth*  like  the  garden  of  the 
He^eridest  and  wis  ifterwerdt  hrohen  into  the  rodn  tnd  caverat  of 
Thrtoe.  TheAibtemneous  pipes  coavefedan  iaeachaaftiUe  fi^pf^y 
of  water;  tfid  what  had  juft  before  appeared  a  lerel  ^atot  might 
he  fliddeoly  converted  into  a  wide  lake*  covered  with  anned  veflela, 
and  replenilhed  vrtth  the  monften  xii  the  deep  **.  In  the  decoration 
of  theft  Ibenesi  the  Romao  empe{6rs  difplayed  their  wealdi  and 
liberality ;  and  wt  read  on  various  oecafions,  that  the  whole  fbrni- 
tore  of  the  amphitheatre  oonfifted  other  of  fihrer*  or  of  gold*  or  of 
amber  **.  The  poet  who  de<crtt>es  the  games  of  Gsiinus*  in  the  cha> 
fader  of  a  fhepherd  attraded  to  the  capital  by  the  flme  <^  their 
magiuficencei  affirms*  that  the  nets  defigned  as  a  defence  againft  the 
wild  beafts,  were  oTgold  wire;  that  the  portiobs  were  gilded*  aad  that 
the  kfU  or  drcle  wludi  divided  the  feveral  ranks  of  (peOators  from 
tach  other,  was  ftudded  with  a  predoui  MoGuc  of  beautifiil  ftones 
Iii|^'iiit!f M  I,  TBAd&.  of  this  glittering  pageantry,  the  emperor  Carinus* 

fecure  of  his  fortune,  enjoyed  the  acclamations  of  the  people*  the 
ftattery  of  his  courtiers,  and  the  ibngs  of  the  poets,  who,  for  want 
<tf  a  more  eflential  merit,  were  reduced  to  celebrate  the  divine 
|;race6  of  his  perfon  In  the  fame  hour,  but  at  the  diftance  of 
nine  hundred  miles  from  Rome,  his  brother  expired  ;  and  a  fuddea 
revolution  transferred  into  the  hands  of  a  ftranger  the  iceptec  of  the 
houfe  of  Carus 

Return  of  ^  Carus  ncvcr  faw  each  other  after  their  father's  death. 

wi°h!hcarmr        ariaogements  which  their  new  iituaUon  required** were  proba- 
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bly  de&ned  till  ;he  return  of  tlw  younger  brother  to  Rome,  where 
a  triumph  was  decreed  to  the  young  emperors,  for  the  glorious  fuc- 
ccfs  of  the  Pcrlian  war  It  is  uncertain  whether  they  intended  to 
divide  between  them  the  adminiftration,  or  the  provinces,  of  the 
.empire  ;  but  it  is  very  unlikely  that  their  union  would  have 
proved  of  any  long  duration.  The  jealoufy  of  power  muft  have 
been  inflamed  by  the  oppofition  of  charadlers.  In  the  moft  corrupt 
of  times,  Carinus  was  unworthy  to  live:  Numerian  dcfcrvcd  to 
reign  in  a  happier  period.  His  afTahle  manners  and  gentle  vir- 
tues fccured  him,  as  loon  as  they  became  known,  the  regard  and 
affeftions  of  the  public.  He  polIelTed  the  elegant  accomplifhmcuts  of  a 
poet  and  orator,  which  dignify  as  well  as  adorn  the  humbled  and  the 
mofl  exalted  (lation.  His  eloquence,  however  it  was  applauded  by  the 
fenate,  wai  formed  not  fi>  mudi  on  the  ttodd  of  Qcero,  as  on  that 
pf  the  modern  dedaimert ;  but  in  an  age  very  fiur  from  being  deftitute 
of  poetical  metit»  be  contended  &t  the  prize  with  the  moft  cdebrated 
of  his  contemporaries*  and  flill  remained  the  friend  of  hit  rivabi 
a  dicumftance  whidi  evince*  dther  the  goodneft  of  his  heart*  or  Ae 
faperiority  of  his  gemus  But  the  talents  of  Numerian  were 
rather  oS  the  contempbtive,  than  of  the  a^ve  kind.  When  his 
fiither*s  elevation  reludantly  forced  him  from  die  ihade  of  retire* 
menti  neither  his  temper  nor  his  purfuits  had  qualified  him  for  the 
command  of  armies.  His  conltitution  was  deftroyed  by  the  hard- 
Ihips  of  the  Perfian  war  ;  and  he  had  contraAed,  from  the  heat  of 
.the  climate  "%  fuch  a  WMknefs  in  his  eyes,  as  obliged  him,  in  the 
courfc  of  a  long  retreatf  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  folitude  and  dark- 
nefs  of  a  tent  or  litter.  The  adminiftration  of  all  affairs,  dvil  as 
well  as  military,  was  devolved  on  Arrius  Aper,  the  Praetorian  prae- 
feft,  who,  to  the  power  of  his  important  office,  added  the  honour 
of  being  father-iu-law  to  Numerian.  The  imperial  pavilion  was 
flriclly  guarded  by  his.moft  trufty  adherents ;  and  during  many 
Vol.  L  Z  z  days* 
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itijfti  Apir  ddlvered  to  ffiti  uihf  th^  ftuuiditeft  «f  ttidr 

iivlfiblc  foverelgri 

venh  of  Ho-  it  #aar  hot  till  dght  months  after  the  death  of  Carus,  that  the 
Benaa.  J^omin  arriiy,  returning  by  flow  marches  from  th6  banks  of  tht 
Tigris,  arrived  on  thofe  of  iht  TKradafi  DQll|>bdru9.  The  legions 
halteci  at  Chakedoh  id.Afia,  while  ihc  ctiait  paHed  over  to  Ht- 
ir^clea,  on  the  European  fide  of  the  Prd^pbhtra  But  k  report 
foon  circulated  through  the  caAip»  at  firft  In  fecrrt  whifj^efs,  Aild  at 
length  in  loud  clamours,  of  iht  emperor's  diath,  and  of  the  pre- 
jfucAptiba  of  Ambitious  mimfter,  Wlito  ftill  €%efci&A  the  foverei^fi 
^wer  in  the  name  of  a  prince  \frho  was  no  iijore.  The  impa- 
tience of  the  foldiers  could  not  long  ftippdift  i  ifllte  of  ful^enfe. 
Wit&  rude  curiofity  they  broke  into  the  iftip^rial  tetjt,  and  dif- 
cofrered  only  the  corpfc  of  Numcrian  the  gradual  decline  of 
Jils  health  might  have  induced  them  to  believe  that  his  death  was 
natural  ;  but  the  concealment  was  interpreted  as  an  evidence  of 
guilt,  and  the  meafures  which  Apcr  had  taken  to  fccure  his  cle<5lion, 
became  the  immediate  occafion  of  his  ruin.  Yet,  even  in  the  tran- 
fport  of  their  rage  and  grief,  the  troops  obferved  a  regular  pro- 
ceeding, which  proves  how  firmly  difcipline  had  been  re-eHahliOicd 
by  the  martial  fucceflTors  of  Gallienus.  A  general  afTenibly  of  the 
army  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Chalcedon,  whither  Aper  was 
tranfported  in  chains,  as  a  prifoner  and  a  ctimlnal.  A  Va<^nft' 
tribunal  was  ercQed  in  the  midft  of  the  Camp,  and  the  gcnefals  and 
284.  tribunes  formed  a  great  military  council.  They  foon  announced  to 
ileftion  of'^  multitude,  that  their  choice  had  ftllen  on  Diocletian,  com- 
^^^^^  mander'  of  the  domeftics  or  body-guards,  as  the  perfon  the  moft 
capable  of  revenging  and  fucceeding  their  beloved  emperor.  The 
.  future  fortunes  of  tllfc  candlilate  ddftbnded  da  ^he  chance  or  6bndn€t 
of  the  prefeift  boor.  C&nfdons  Hist  tfie  H&Bdta  tVhkSi  he  IxtH 
bled,  estpdfed  Him  to  fUtiit  fufpicions,  l3idcl^ti  k&tfiddd  the 
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tribunal)  and  raifing  his  eyes  towards  the  Sun,  made  a  folemn  pro- 
feffion  of  his  own  innocence,  in  the  prefence  of  that  all-feeing 
Deity  Then,  afluqiing  the  tone  of  a  foyereign  and  a  judge,  he 
commanded  that  Aper  {hoold  be  brought  in  chaina  to  the  foot  of  the 
tjribupial.  i*  This  ■mao>'*.fiud  it  the  murderer  <|f  Nuinerian  ;** 
and,  wit^Qut  giving  J^im  tii^e  to  enter  on  a  dangerous  juftifitttioiit 
drew  hit  fword,  and  buried  it  in  the  bxeaft  of  the  unlbfftunate  praefed. 
A  charge  fupported  by  fqch  decifive  proof,  ^at  adnulfied  whliout 
contradifHon,  and  the  legioni,  with  repcfited  nwliqarioat,  0/i}\uipw^ 
ledged  the  juftioe  afl||d  aufhpri^  j^f  die«fnjpet^  ^tkxj^tfld^ 

Before  we  eater  upon  the  memorable  reign  of  that  prince,  it  will  ^'^^^"^ 
\^  ItfOper.tD  pi>ml(h.and.di$|#  f^:i^agfCjf^Y  brptha  qf  N^petian.  pw*"** 

title  ID       flO^ie-    3ilt  Jiit/Bir$)ilM  ;q«sr jif^lai^ 
jdmnlage  ff  iMCtli  mad  filW^Qn*  The.fflrefr^tjtHifyl  ^Se^ijafii  pf  jjy 

ion*  .Tbe  iMairtt  oif -tlie  jKop|e  mti»  tpgUBfA  Jip  f^yffu^igihk  rix|K 
and  .even  ^ieaate  jnatMiMfl  lP,j«^.i|a  vfyjcsv.to.ii,1j^, 
.The  .am  ^.JOMf^  JnflMved.'tlie jgei|e«l  ifiifim^i 
.winter>vvat  qp^plc^edM/ecret  iytfrjg9e«,,an4.qpgn.  pyflpymttfqt^.  f 
dwl  v!ur,  Jn  jhfi  /prjng,  the  farces  of  tl^,  ^       c£j^  yTfijl 
.encpilQtered  each  pther  >n  tfie  fV^ins  of  A^f^rgys,  a  fi^l  ^tjr  5ff 
•.Sf^eQa,..4|i  4he  neighboi^rhpod  of  the  D^nv)^       The  trpo^,^^ 
vlatflly  reamed  from  t^  Perfian,inr,..fa4d.^Viirqd  tfepir  glory  [fit 
.the  e^pence  of  health  and  numbers,  nor  were  they  in  ^  copditipn,^ 
.contend  with  the  unexbauiled  ftreogth.of  ^e  legions  of  Europe, 
.Their  ranks  were  broken,  and,  for  a  moment,. JQiocletian.dcrpaircd 
of  the  purple  and  of  life.     But  the  advantage  ^hich  Cacinuft 
had  obtained  by  tlie  valour  of  his  ibldlers,  he  quickly  loil)bythe 
iiiBdelity  of  -his  officers.    A  Tribune,  .whofe  wife  he  >had.  Jcduced, 
ieized  >the  opportunity  of  revenge,  and  by  a  Angle  Jdoir  .extin— 
guiihad-civil  diicocd  in^the  blood  of  the  adulterec 
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CHAP.  xni. 

The  reign  of  Diocletian  and  his  three  ajfociates^  Maxlmian, 
GaleriuSy  and  Cmfiantim^-^^eneral  re-eftabiijbmint  of 
order  and  tranqmUity, — tht  Ptrfian  war^  vi&ory^and 
triumph, — the  new  form  of  admhnflration.'^jMicatien 

and  retirement  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian, 

Bkfatloa  iiia  A  S  the  reign  of  Diodetiaa  waa  more  illttftrioat  than  that  of  any 
tSSSii  of  hia  pKdeceflbrs,  fo  was  his  birth  more  abjed  and  oblcare. 

A.  D.  sBs.         ftrong  chums  of  merit  and  of  ▼ioIeiKe  had  frequently  fuperfedcd 
the  ideal  {nrerogatives  of  iiobiUt7s  -bnt  a  dtftinft  line  of  feparAtion 
was  ftill  pteler?ed  between  the  free  and  the  ferTile  part  of  mankind. 
-The  parents  of  Diocletian  had  been  Haves  tn  the  houfe  of  Anuli- 
nns,  a  Roman  (enalor ;  nor  was  he  himfislf  diflingmlhed    any  other 
name,  than  that  which  he  derived  from  a  fniall  town  in  DalmatiB» 
from  vriience  his  modlier  dednoed  her  origin It  is,  however,  pro- 
bably Uiat  his  £idier  obtained  the;  freedom  of  the  family,  and  that 
he  fixm  acquired  an  office  of  icribe,  which  was  cmnmonly  eserctfed 
hj  perfims  of  hts  condition  \  Favourable  oracles,  or  rather  the 
codaottTaeft  of  fuperior  meri^  prtmipted  his  afptring  ion  to 
purfue  the  profe£Son  of  arms  and  the  hopes  of  fortune ;  and 
it  would  be  extremely  curious  to  obferve  the  gradation  of  arts 
and  accidents  which  enabled  him  in  the  end  to  fulBl  thofe  oracles, 
and  to  di^lay  that  merit  to  the  world.    Diocletian  was  fuccefiively 
prooioted  to  the  government  of  Mxfia,  the  honours  of  the  confuU 
ihip,  and  the  important  command  of  the  guards  of  the  palace.  He 
diflinguifhed  his  abilities  in  the  Perfian  war  ;  and,  after  the  death  of 
Numeriao,  the  flave,  by  the  confeflion  and  judgment  of  his  rivals 
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was  declared  the  moft  vrorthy  of  the  imperial  throne.  The  malice 
of  religious  zeal,  whilft  it  arraigns  the  favngc  fierccncfs  of  his  col- 
league Maximian,  has  afFcdlcd  to  caft  fufpicions  on  the  pcrfonal 
courage  of  the  emperor  Diocletian It  would  not  be  eafy  to  pcr- 
fuadc  us  of  the  cowardice  of  a  foldier  of  fortune,  who  acquired  and 
prciLTVcd  the  efteem  of  the  legions,  as  well  as  the  favour  of  fo  many 
warlike  princes.  Yet  even  calumny  is  lagacious  enough  to  difcover 
and  to  .attack  the  moft  vulnerable  part.  The  valour  of  Diocletian 
was  never  found  inadequate  to  his  duty  or  to  the  occaAon  i  but  he 
appeart  not  to '.have  poflefled  the  daring  and  generoot  fpirit  of  a 
hero,  who  coufta  danger  and  famct  difdaina  arUfice,  and  boldly 
challeDges  the  allegiance  of  his  equals.  His  abilities  were  ufeful 
rather  than  fplendid;  a  vigorous  mindi  improved  by  the  experience 
and  ftudy  of  mankind ;  dexterity  and  application  in  bufinefs  s  a 
jodidous  mixture  of  liberally  and  oeconomy,  of  mildnefii  and  ri- 
gour s  profound  diflimulation  under  die  diiguile  of  military  fruik- 
nefs ;  fleadinefs  to  porfue  his  ends ;  flexibility  to  vary  his  means  i  . 
and  above  all  the  great  art  of  fulmiitting  his  own  paffions,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  odien,  to  die  intereft  of  his  am1iition»  and  of  cdouring 
his  ambition  with  the  moft  ipecious  pretences  of  jufiioe  and  public 
utility.  Like  Aiiguftus,  Diocletian  may  be  confidered  as  the  found- 
er of  a  new  empire.  like  the  adopted  Ion  of  Gbeiar,  he  was  dif- 
tingnilhed  as.a  ftatefman  ra|her  than  as  a  warrior ;  nor  did  either 
t£  ihole  princes  employ  force»  whenever  their  purpofe  could  be 
'  eflfieOed  by  policy. 

The  vi^ory  of  Diocletian  was  diAiaguifhed  by  its  Hngular  mild-  Bk  dmcacy 
aeft*  A  people  accuftomed  to  applaud  the  clemency  of  the  con* 
queror,  if  the  ufual  puniihments  of  death,  exile,  and  confifcation 
were  infl idled  with  any  degree  of  temper  and  equity,  beheld,  with 
4he  moft  pleafing  adonifhrnent,  a  civil  war,  whofe  rage  was  confined 
to  the  field  of  battle.  Diocletian  received  into  his  confidence  Ari- 
fiobttluSf  the  principal  miniiler  of  the  houfe  of  Carus,  xcCpeOicd  the 
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lint,  die  fortuDMs  md  the  dignity  .of  bit  adverfiuriest  and  ejveo 
CQotkmed  in  tlMir  Yefpeftive  ftatioM  the  greater  oumber  of  llie  (br* 
mati  of  GnrtmM  \  It  is  not  improvable  that  motivefl  of  pnidwqe 
night  aflift  "the  huaaoity-of  the  artful  Calmatiaii ;  of  tfaefe  See* 
Mtit  aiaajr-bad.fanihafed  hta  kwat  hjieieret-freacherf  $  io  <oihfla» 
he-eftoeoMd  -their  grateful  fiddirf  to  aa  -iio&rtfiDaie  mfler.  The 
dUaernw^  jodgoMot  iif  Aardiao*  of  Piobiw*  jmd  of  Ganu,  had 
fitted  ihefeveittl'dtpar.tnienti  of  the  Raxfi  and  Miy  with  offioen  of 
9§pnmA'tnti^  whofe  removal  would  have  injured  the  publieieb> 
wicef  WtAontftomotiog  t4)e  intereft  of  the- fucceflbr.  Such  a  coa- 
dufl,  •  hopCTac  dtfpl^ed  to  the  Roraafl -world  the  faireft  pro^peft 
of  the  new  reign,  and  the.eoperor  affe<$ed  to  coofiraa  this  favour* 
aUc  prepoflefllon,  'by  declari(>g,  that  aoaoog  all  the  virtues  of  hit 
predecefloFB,  he  was  the  mod  ambotoyiit  of  iWlttlatiilg.lhei^blllQMlie 
.philofophy  of  Marcus  AotonUius  ^ 

jllbpMimi  The  iirft  confiderable  aQion  of  his  reign,  &emed  to  evince  his 
ofMnrtnitn.  tfincerity  as  well  as  his  moderation.  After  the  example  of  Marcus, 
ApS'it*^*  P^vc  himfelf  a  colleague  in  the  pcrfon  of  Maximian,  on  whom 
•he  beftowedatfirft  the  title  of  Gaifar,  andaficrwards  thatof  Auguftus  *. 
Butthetnotivcs  of  hifi  condud,  as  well  as  theobje^  of  his  choice,  were 
of  a  very  different  nature  from  thofe  of  hisadmired  predecefTor.  By 
Jiivefting  ailuxurious  youth  with  the  honours  of  the  purple,  Marcus 
had  difchargcd  a  debt  of  private  gratitude,  at  the  expcnce,  indeed,  of  the 
happinefs  of  the  ftate.  By  aHboiating  a  friend  and  a  fcllow-foldior  to 
the  labours  of  government}  Diocletian,  in  a  time  of  public  danger,  pro- 
vided 'for'the  d^iKe'  both  of  the  Eaft  aod  of  the  Wed.  Maximian 
^as  born  a  pfNifant,  and,  like  Aur«lian,'in(the>te*ritory  of  Sirmium. 
fgnofaatof^Ieiten  V-caMtefa  of  laws,  •ihe-'-niaiaicy-  cf  >hi«  appaar- 
mm  «idt-«aatiiri-^iliiM>amytd  in  4iie««i|ft'-el«fBCed  'foritiae>lhe 
taeameftoof -hia*  esttaftbii.  ' War«waa  *lhe  •  enlf  avt^wbifh  ^^pa^- 
Mkd.  >In  a'loog eouWe  of  icrviee,  •hehad  diftingallhed^iiiafblf  on 
■crery^ftaatier  iaf  'Ae'Cmpire  i  -and'thovgh-his  military •talaBtt*wei« 
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formed  to  obey  rather  than  to  command,  though,  perhaps,  he  never 
attained  the  (kill  of  a  coofummate  genera),  he  was  capable,  by  his 
Tilour,  ooaikmcy,  and  eJip<rieQce>  of  executing  the  mo(k  arduous  . 
mdcrttkiflgt.  Nor  mtt  <lM  vion  of  M«Hniaii  left  uTefiil  la  hi« 
IcaeMor,  lafiitfiUA  m  pitf ,  add  lbt»left  •f  toakifafMiiem,  he 
WM  the  toriy  iotaftittt  of  ctsfy  td  of  ctficlly  ivhieli  the  poKey 
of  diat  artfiil  pfiooe  might  u  oooe  fuggeft  mmI  ^Kftloiiii.   At  ben- 
m  t  bloody  ftetiBm  liAd  fcetn  officMd  lo  pradeoeear  to  fevenge^ 
DSodoibm  by  hb  fti^o>»Ui  intefedBoob  ftved  die  reanutt^  feir 
^rlioti  Iw  kad  Mrar'^tofigMd*  to  p«iiiUh,  feotly  caaTored  tbe  ferenty^ 
of  Jiii  Aero  cttiliigM^  -ood  tojoyed  the  cettperifen  of  o  goMea  and' 
ill  into!  flge>  fduA  wia  onhoftUy  applied  to-dieip'oppafite  flsasnmr 
of  govef luliciit*  NiHWhliAiiiidin)^  dke  ddlcience  of- their  chnriiftenf  ■ 
Ae  CMu  eriipefoirt  itudntuoeds  on  Ihe  ilttoBii  thtt  fneodfii^  whldb 
iliey  hid  teotnAed  tn  e  ^tinm  lMkm,-  The  laca^tf  torbttlent< 
4^  of  Mtxiintafi,  ib  &cal  afterwuda  to  lunllidf  and  to  the 
jpoblic  poMOfiMM  ausiiAofned  to  ftfytBL  dio  geDiut  of  SfodetiaD'i. 
and  ooofiifled  die  afcendant  of  reafen 

a  thotive  either  xii  pride  or  iuperdttion,  the  two  empevors  aflamed 
die  titles,  the  one  of  Joriiw,  the  ofher  of  HercuHus.  WWMl  the 
flMtioB  <^  the  world  (Aich  wat  the  bagaage  of  their  venal  orator*) 
iMs  mauMuaed  by  the  aH^feeing "wi<Benr  of  Japiter,  the  Iimacibie 

arm  of  Herculee  purged  the  earth  of  mdnflers  and  tyrants  '. 

But  even  the  omnipotence  of  loviusand  HercuHus  was  infufficient  to  Aflbci»tioD  of 

.  ,         ,  two  Cxbn. 

faftain  the  weight  of  tl>e  public  adminiftration.  The  prudence  of  Dio-  Galcriojaod 

Ccnfttntiaft 

dedan dilcovercd,  that  the  empire,  aflfailed  on  every  iide  by  tbe  barba-  a.  D.  t/fu 
ffianS)  feqoirtd  on  every  fide  thcprefenee  of  a  great  army,  and  of  an 
emperor.  With  this  view  he  refol? ed  once  more  to  divide  his  unwieldy 
power,  and  with  the  inferior  title  of  Ctefars,  to  confer  on  two  generate 
of  approved  merit  an  equal  (hare  of  the  foTercign  authority  Ga- 
leiius,  furnamcd  Armentarios,  from  his  original  profeffion  of  a 
iierdfman,  md  CiofiiUntittS}  who  froiu  his  pale  complexion  had 
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aa]iiifed  the  denaoliiatioii  of  Cblonis  *\  were  the  two  patSan 
invefied  with  die  fecond  honoun  cS  the  imperial  purple.  In 
deTcribing  the  country,  eactradion,  and  manners  of  Hercnliiit»  we 
have  already  delineated  thoie  of  Galerius,  who  was  ofteot  and  not 
improperlf,  ftyled  the  younger  Maximiaa»  though,  in  many  in- 
fiances  both  of  virtue  and  ability,  he  appears  fuperior  to  the  elders 
The  birth  of  Conflantittt  was  lefs  obfcure  than  that  of  his  colleagues. 
Eutropiusy  his  father*  watoneof  the  moft  confiderable  nobles  of 
Dardania,  and  his  mother  was  the  niece  of  the  emperor  Qaudius 
Although  the  youth  of  Conftantlus  had  been  fpent  in  arms,  he 
pofleflcd  a  mild  and  amiable  difpolition,  and  the  popular  voice  had 
long  fince  acknowledged  him  worthy  of  the  rank  -which  he  at  laft 
attained.    To  Arengthen  the  bonds  of  political,  by  ihofe  of  domcftic 
union,  each  of  the  emperors  atl'umed  the  character  of  a  father  to 
one  of  the  Csfars,  Diocletian  to  Galerius,  and  Maximian  to  Con- 
flantius ;  and  each  obliging  them  to  repudiate  their  former  wives, 
bellowed  his  daughter  in  marriage  on  his  adopted  fon  Thcfc 
four  princes  dillributcd  among  thcmfelves  the  wide  extent  of  the 
Depirtmrnts  Roman  empire.    The  defence  of  Gaul,  Spain      and  Britain,  was 
iftbL' to^"^  entrufted  to  Conllantius  :  Galerius  was  ftationed  on  the  banks  of 
>''*°''*       the  Danube,  as  the  fafeguard  of  the  lUyrian  provinces.   Italy  and 
Africa  were  oonfidered  as  the  department  of  Maxknian,  and  far  hit 
peculiar  poMion»  Diodetian  lefoved  Thrace,  Egypt,  and  the  ridi 
countriet  of  Alia.  Every  one  was  fovereign  within  his  own  jnrif- 
di^on ;  but  thdr  united  authority  extended  over,  the  whole  mo- 
narchy s  and  each  oi  them  was  prepared  to  aflift  his  colleagues  with 
his  coonlcls  or  prelence.  The  Gaefiu-s,  in  their  emdted  rank,  reyeicd 
the  majefty  of  the  emperors,  and  die  -three  younger  princes  in- 
variably acknowledged,  by  theur  gratitude  and  obedience,  the  comr 
jnon  parent  of  dieir  fortunes.  The  fu^cious  jeakNify  of  power 
fbimd  not  any  place  amoqg  themi  and  the  fingtdar  happineft  ef 
their  union,  has  been  compared  to  a  chorus  of  mufic,  whole  har- 
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mony  was  regulated  and  maiatained  by  the  fkiiful  hand  of  tUe  &rft 
artifl  '^ 

This  important  mcafurc  was  not  carried  into  execution,  till  about  Serie»of 
fix  years  after  the  adociation  of  Maximian,  and  that  interval  of  lime 
had  not  been  dcftitutc  of  memorable  incidents.  But  we  have  pre- 
ferred, for  the  fake  of  pcrfpicuity,  firft  to  dcfcrihc  the  more  perfc^ 
form  of  Diocletian's  government,  and  afterwards  to  relate  the^ 
adlions  of  his  reign,  following  rather  the  natural  order  of  the 
events,  tl\an  the  dates  of  a  very  doubtful  chronology. 

The  fird  exploit  of  Maximian,  though  it  is  mentioned  in  a  few  ity. 

/-  •  ,/-  /-  f  Siiteofibe 

words  by  our  impcrfctSt  writers,  deferves,  from  its  fmgularity,  to  pearinuof 

be  recorded  ia  a  hiftory  of  human  manners.  He  fupprefled  th« 
peafimts  of  Gaul,  who,  under  the  appdlation  of  Bagaudae  *%  bad 
rifen  in  a  general  infurreOion  ;  very  fimilar  to'tbofe,  which  in  the 
fourteenth  century  fueceffively  affiided  both  France  and  England 
It  ihould  feein»  that  rery  many  of  thofe  inftitudons*  referred  by  an 
eafy  folution  to  the  feudal  fyftem,  are  derived  from  die  Gdtic  bar* 
boriani.  When  Cseiar  fubdued  the  Gauls,  that  great  nation  was 
already  divided  mto  three  orders  of  men ;  the  cleigy»  the  nobility* 
and  the  common  people.  The  firft  governed  by  fuperflition,  the 
fecond  by  arms«  but  the  third  and  laft  was  not  of  any  weight  or 
account  in  their  public  councils.  It  was  very  natural  for  the  Ple- 
beians, oppiefled  by  debt  or  apprehenfive  of  injuriest  to  implore  the 
proteQion  of  Ibme  powerful  chieft  who  acquired  over  thdr  peribns 
and  propertyi  the  fame  abfolute  rights  as  among  the  Orcein  and 
Romans,  a  mafter  exercifed  over  his  flaves  ".  The  greateft  part 
of  the  nation  was  gradually  reduced  into  a  ftate  of  fervitude  ;  com- 
pelled to  perpetual  labour  on  the  eftates  of  the  Gallic  nobles,  and 
confined  to  the  foil,  either  by  the  real  weight  of  fetters,  or  by  the 
no  lefs  cruel  and  forcible  rcftraints  of  the  laws.  During  the  long 
fcrics  of  troubles  which  agitated  Gaul,  from  the  reign  of  Gallienus 
to  that  of  Diocletian,  the  condition  o>f  thefe  fervile  peafants  was 
Vol..  I.  A  a  a  peculiarly 
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peculiarly  miicrable  ;  and  they  experienced  at  once  the  conQpHcattd 
tyranny  of  their  maflers,  of  the  barbarians,  of  the  loidiers,  and  of 
the  ofiiccrs  of  the  revenue 

Their  patieace  was  at  laft  provoked  into  deipair.  On>  every  fide 
thqr  rofe  in  multitudes,  armed  with  ruflic  weapons,  and  witk 
irrefiflsUe  fury.  The  ploughman  beome  a  foot  foldier,  the  flicp-^ 
herd  mounted  on  horrebadc,  the  delerted  Tillages  and  open  towna 
were  abandoned  to  the  flames*  and  the  ravage*  of  the  peaTantt- 
equalled  ^ole  of  the  fierceft  barbarians  **.  They  aflerted  the  natural 
sights  of  men,  but  they  aflerted  tho&  righta  with,  the.moft  favage 
cruelty..  The  Gallic  nobles  juftty  dreading  their  revenge*  either 
took  refiige  in  the  fordfied  cities,  or  fled  from  the  wild  fcene  of' 
anarchy.  The  pcafants  reigned  without  controul;.  and  two  of  their* 
mofl  daring  leaders  had  the  folly  and  faihncfs  to  affume  the  iin> 
perial  ornaments  Their  power  ibon  expired  at  the  approach  of 
the  l^ioni*  The  ftrength  of  union  and  difcipline  obtained  an  eafy 
▼idory  over  a  licentious  and  divided  multitude  ".  A  fevere  re- 
taliation  v^s  inflided  on  the  peafants  who  were  found  in  arms  t. 
the  affrighted  remnant  returned  to  their  refpedive  habitations,  and 
their  unfuccefbful  effort  for  freedom  ferved  only  to  confirm  their 
flavery.  So  ftrong  and  uniform  is  the  current  of  popular  paffions, 
that  we  may  venture,  from  very  fcanty  materials,  to  relate  the  par- 
ticiilars  of  this  war;  but  we  are  not  dii'pofed  to  believe  that  the 
principal  leaders  ^'Tlianus  and  Amandus  were  Chriftians  or  to 
infjnuate,  that  the  rcl)cllion,  as  it  happened  in  the  time  of 
Luther,  was  cKcafioncd  by  the  abufc  of  thofe  benevolent  principles- 
of  Chriftianity,  which  inculcate  the  natural  freedom  of  mankind. 

Maumian  had  no  fooncr  recovered  Gaul  from  the  hands  of  the 
peafants*  than  he  loft  Britain  by  the  ufurpatini  of  CirauHus.. 
Ever  finee  the  fuccefirful  raflweTs  of  the  Fianks  under  the  reign  of 
l^robna*  their  daring  countrymen^  had  eonftruAed  fquadrons  of  light 
hrigaatincH  in  whidi  they  incefliuitly  ravaged  the  provincen 
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adjacent  to  the  ocean  To  repel  their  dcfultory  inciirfions,  it 
was  found  ncceflary  to  create  a  naval  power  ;  and  the  judicious 
mcafure  was  purfued  with  prudence  and  vigour,  Geflbriacum  or 
Boulogne,  in  the  narrow  llreights  of  the  Britifh  channel,  was 
chofen  by  the  emperor  for  the  ftation  of  the  Roman  fleet ;  and  the 
command  of  it  was  intruftcd  to  Caraufius,  a  Mcnapian  of  the 
jnca«eft  origin  '%  but  who  had  long  fignalized  his  flciil  as  a  pilot» 
and  his  valour  as  a  foldier.  The  integrity  of  the  new  admiral 
correfponded  not  with  his  abilities.  When  the  German  pyrateg 
failed  from  their  own  harbours,  he  connived  at  their  paflage,  but 
he  diligently  intercepted  their  rctaro,  and  appropriated  to  his  owa 
ufe  an  ample  fhare  of  the  Ifnil  iHudl  they  had  acquired.  The 
wealth  of  Caraofins  wasr  oa  tUi  oocafion,  very  juftly  oonfiderei 
as  ap  evidenceVif  his  guilt ;  and  Masdmian  had  tlrai^  ghcn  ordect 
for  Ins  death.  But  die  crafty  Menapiaa  foreiaw  aad  prerented  the 
fererity  <^  the  emperor.  By  his  lihenJity  he  had  attached  to  hk 
fbrtiines  the  fleet  which  he  ccminanded,  and  iecured  the  barbariaoa 
ia  his  iateveft.  Fiona  the  port  of  Boulogiie  he  iailed  over  to  Bntaia^ 
perfuaded  the  legion,  and  the  aioiliaries  which  guarded  that  lflaiid» 
to  emhiace  hta  pkty,  and  boldly  afluming,  with  the  imperial 
purple,  the  title  of  Anguftiis,  de6cd  the  juftice  and  the  arrot  of  hia 
injined  fovereign  *V 

Vfhea  Britain  was  thus  difinembercd  from  the  empire,  its  im*  hijortanc« 
portanoe  was  fenfibly  felt,  and  its  lofs  finoerdy  lamented.  The 
Romans  cdebrated;  and  perhaps  magnified,  the  extent  of  that  noble 
ifland,  provided  on  every  fide  with  convenient  harbours;  the  tern* 
perature  of  the  climate,  and  the  -fertility  of  the  foil,  alike  adapted 
for  the  produdion  of  com  or  of  vines  $  the  valuable  minerals  with  ' 
which  it  abounded ;  its  rich  paftures  covered  with .  innumerable 
flocks,  and  its  woods  free  from  wild  beafts  or  venomous  (erpents. 
Above  all,  they  regretted  the  lai^  amount  of  the  revenue  of 
Britain,  whilft  they  «onfefied,  that  fitch  a  province  well  deferved  to 
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become  the  feat  of  an  independent  monarchy  Daring  the  fpace 
ef  feven  years,  it  was  poflefled  by  Canufiui  j  and  fbituoe  con- 
tinued propitioaB  to  i  rebellion,  fuppoited  with  courage  and  ability. 
TheBritiih  emperor  defended  the  frontier*  of  his  dominions  againft 
the  Galedooians  o£  the  North,  invited,  from  the  continent,  a  great 
number  of  flcilful  artifts,  and  difplayed,  oa  a  variety  of  oom$ 
diat  are  ftiU  extant,  his  tafte  and  opulence.  Bora  on  the  confines 
of  the  Franks,  he  courted  the  fnendfliip  of  that  formidable  people, 
by  the  flattering  imitation  of  their  drefs  and  manners.  The 
braved  of  their  youth  he  enliAed  among  his  land  pr  fta  forces; 
and  in  return  for  their  uieful  alliance,  he  ccmmunicated  to  the 
barbarians  the  dangerous  knowledge  of  military  and  naval  arts. 
CaraufittS  fiill  preferred  the  poflellion  of  Boulogne  and  the  ad- 
jacent country.  His  fleets  rode  triumphant  in  the  'channel,  com- 
manded the  mouths  of  the  Seine  and  of  the  Rhine,  ravaged  the 
coaftsof  the  ocean,  and  diffuicd  beyond  the  columns  of  Hercules  the 
terror  of  his  name.  Under  bis  conninand,  Britain,  defined  in  a 
future  age,  to  obtain  the  empire  of  the  fea,  already  aiFumed  its 
natural  and  refpedtable  Ration  of  a  maritime  power  **. 

By  fcizing  the  tlcet  of  Boulogne,  Caruufius  had  deprived  his 
maftcr  of  the  means  of  purfuit  and  revenge.  And  when,  after  a 
vafl  expencc  of  time  and  labour,  a  new  armament  was  launched 
into  the  water'",  the  imperial  troops,  unaccuflomed  to  that  clen.cnt, 
were  eafily  baffled  and  defeated  by  the  veteran  failjrs  of  the 
ufurper.  This  difappointed  effort  was  foon  produriive  of  a 
treaty  of  peace.  Diocletian  and  his  colleague,  who  juftly  dreaded 
the  entcrprifing  fpirit  of  Ouwufius,  refigncd  to  him  the  fovcreignty 
of  Britain,  and  reludfamtly  admitted  their  perfidious  (ervant  to  a 
participation  of  the  imperial  honours  But  the  adoption  of  the 
two  Gaelars  reAored  new  vigour  to  the  Eoman  arms ;  and  while  the 
Rlune  was  guarded  by  the  prefence  of  Maximian,  his  brave  aC- 
feciate  Gonflantitts,  aflumed  the  conduct  oC  die  Briiifli  war.  His 
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firft  eoterprtle  was  «gainft  the  important  place  of  Boulogne.  A 
ftupendout  mole,  zuTed  acfoft  the  entrance  of  the  harbomv  lateiv 
eepted  all  hopes  of  relief.  The  town  fiirxendered  after  an  ob-' A^O^iyt.. 
fiinate  defence;  and  a  confideiable  part  of  the  naval  ftrength  of 
Garanfias  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  befiegers.  During  the  three 
years*  which  Conftantius  employed  in  preparing  a  fleet  adequate  to 
the  conqueft  of  Britain,  he  fecured  the  coafl  of  Gaul,  invaded  the 
country  of  the  Franks,  and  deprived  ihe  uTurper  of  the  ajfiftance 
of  thofe  powerful  allies. 

Before  the  preparations  were  finifhed,  Qjnftantlus  received  the  ^D^^t^ 
intelligence  of  the  tyrant's  death,  and  it  was  confidered  as  a  fure 
preiage  of  the  approaching  \i£lory.    The  fervants  of  Caraufius  . 
imitated  the  example  of  treafon,  which  he  had  given.    He  wa» 
murdered  by  his  lull  mlnifter  Allcclus,  and  the  aflaffin  fuccecded  to 
his  power  and  to  his  danger     But  he  poilclled  not  equal  abilities 
cither  to  cxercife  the  one,  or  to  repel  the  other.    He  beheld,  with 
an>iious  terror,  the  oppufjte  fliores  of  the  continent,  already  HUed 
with  arms,  with  troops,  and  with  veflels ;  for  Conflaniius  had  very 
prudently  divided  his  forces,  that  he  might  likewifc  divide  the  at- 
tention and  refiftance  of  the  enemy.    The  attack  was  at  length  A.  D.  295. 
made  by  .the  principal  fquadron,  which,  under  the  commanJ  of  ihe  Bnuiaby^ 
praefed  Afi^lepiodotus,  an  officer  of  diilinguiflied  merit,  had  been  *^""*"*^ 
aflembled  in  the  mouth  of  the  Seine.   So  imperfed  in  thofe  times 
was  the  art  of  navigation,  that  orators  have  celebrated  the  daring 
eourage  of  the  Romans,  who  ventured  to  let  laH  with  a  lide  wind*^ 
and 'on  a  ftormy  day.   The  weather  proved  favooraUe  to  their 
enterprife.   Under  the  cover  of  a  thick  fqg,  they  efcaped  the  fleet 
of  AlleOus,  which  had  been  ftationed  off  the  Ille  <^  Wight  to 
-  receive  them,  landed  in  fafety  on  fome  part  of  the  weflem  coaftf 
and  convinced  the  Bntons,  that  a  fuperbrity  of  naval  ftrength  will 
not  always  proteA  their  country  from  a  foreign  invafion..  Af« 
«lepiodotua  had  no  fooner  difembarked  the  imperial  troops*  than  he- 
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fct  fire  to  his  (hips;  and  as  the  expedition  proved  fortunate,  hi* 
hCKHC  conduA  was  univcrfally  admired.  The  ufurper  had  ported 
himfelf  near  London,  to  expctl  the  formidable  attack  of  Con- 
ftaaUlUf  who  commanJed  in  perfon  the  fiect  of  Boulogne ;  but 
the  dcfccnt  of  a  new  enemy  required  his  immediate  prefcnce  in  the 
weft.  He  iicrformed  that  long  mairh  in  fo  precipitate  a  manner, 
that  he  encountered  the  whole  force  of  the  prxfcdl  with  a  fmali 
body  of  haralTcd  and  dl (heartened  troops.  The  engagement  was 
foon  terminated  by  the  total  defeat  anil  d.M'Ja  of  Allcdlus ;  a  fingle 
battle,  as  it  has  often  happened,  <l;cicled  the  fate  of  this  great 
jfland  ;  and  when  Ganrtantlus  Luided  on  the  ihorcs  of  Kent,  he 
found  them  covered  with  obctiiont  luSjcda.  Tlu'ir  acclamations 
were  loud  and  unanimous ;  and  the  virtues,  of  tiic  c:  nqueror  may 
induce  us  to  believe,  that  they  finccrely  rejoiced  in  a  revolution, 
which}  after  a  reparation  of  ten  jears,  reilored  Britain  to  the  bodf 
of  the  Roman  empire 

S^MMfafc  Briiun  liad  none  tnit  domeflse  enemieft  to  dread  ;  and  as  long  aa 
the  goveraors  preferved  their  fidelity,  and  the  troopa  their  dilB* 
pliney  the  incurfioas  of  the  Scots  or  Irifli  could  never  materially 
itfefk  the  fafety  <^  the  province.  The  peace  of  the  coatinent,  and 
the  defence  of  the  great  rivers  which  bounded  the  empire  were  ob- 
jeds  of  fiur  greater  difitculty  and  importance.  The  policy  of  Dio- 
detian,  which  ia(j|nred  the  councils  of  his  afibctates,  provided  for 
the  public  tranquillity,  by  encouraging  a  fpiric  of  diflenfion  among 
the  barbarians,  and  by  ftrengthening  the  fortifications  of  the 

PaniiGMbm.  Roman  limit.  In  the  Eaft  he  fixed  a  line  of  camps  from  Egypt  to 
the  Perfian  dominions,  and,  for  every  camp,  he  inftitnted  an 
adequate  number  of  ftacionary  troops,  commanded  by  their  refpee- 
live  officers,  and  fuppHed  with  every  kind  of  arms,  from  the  new 
arfenals  which  he  had  formed  at  Antioch,  Emcfa,  and  Damafcus 
Nor  was  the  precaution  of  the  emperor  lefs  watchful  againft  the 
well-koown  valour  of  the  barbarians  of  Eiuscqte.   Fiobi  the  mouth 
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of  the  Rhine  to  that  of  the  Danube,  the  ancient  cannps,  towns, 
«ntl  citadels,  were  diligently  re  elkibliihed,  and  in  the  molt  expofed 
places,  new  ones  were  llciltully  conftrudcd  ;  the  ftridtel'l  vigilance 
was  introduced  among  the  garrifons  of  the  frontier,  and  every 
expedient  was  pradiled  that  could  render  the  long  chaia  of  for- 
tifications firm  and  impenetrable  A  barrier  fo  refpCLlablc  was 
fcldom  violated,  and  the  barbarians  often  turned  againft  each  other 
tlicir  diiappointed  rage.  The  Goths,  the  VandaU,  the  Gopidx, 
the  Burgundians,  the  Alemanni,  wafted  each  other's  ftrength  by 
deftrudive  hoftilitics,  and  whofoever  vanquiflicd,  they  vanquifhed 
the  enemies  of  Rome.  The  fubjetls  of  Dioclciian  enjoyed  the 
bloody  fpedlacle,  and  congratulated  each  other,  that  the  mi^hieft 
of  civil  iirar  wcM  now  experienced  only  by  the  barbarians 

Notwithftanding  the  policy  of  Diocletian^  it  was  impoflible  to  CondaaoF 
tfMuitaiii  m  etpul  tnd  undifturbed'  tranquillity  during  a  reign  of 
twenty  years*  and  along  a  fentier  of  mmf  hundred  milei.  flonw^ 
tiinei  diebtrbtmnt  fiifpended>  their  domeflic  animofities,  and  the 
vigilance  of  the  garrifinM  fimietimet  ga?e  a  paflagp  to  their  ftrengtht 
or  dexterity.  Whenever  the  provinces  were  invaded,  Dioeletiaft^ 
oondiidfccd  himielf  with  thftt  calm' dignity  which-  he  always  affedni- 
or  poflfefledj  refiarvod  his  prefence  ibr  ftieh  occa^ns  as  were  worthf 
ofhis  interpofition,  never  expofiMl  his  perfon  or  repntatioa  to  any- 
wmeoeflSiry  danger,  enfnred  his  fnecfft  by  every  means  that  pn>- 
dence  could  foggeft,  and  dlfptayed,  with  oilentation,  the  csoofe*' 
«|oence»  of  his  viQory.   In  wars*  of  a  more  difficult  nature,  and*' 
mote  doubtful  events  he.employed  the  sough. vakwr  of  Manmian^. 
and  that  faithful  feldier  was  oonient  to  alcribe  his  own  viaories  to 
the  wife  counfeb  and  aufpicioos  influence  of  his  benefeaor:   But  ^^^^ 
after  the  adoption  of  the  two  Gdars,  the  emperors  thcmfelves,  re- 
tiring to  a  Ms  kborkms  feeae  of  a£lion,  devolved  on  their  adopted 
ions  Che  deftnee  of  the  Danube  and  of  the  Rhine.   The  vigtlau& 
Gaferius  was  uMtr  ledmed  to  the  ncccffity  of  vaaquiflung  aa<army. 
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of  barbarians  on  the  Roman  territory      The  brare  and  adive 
Cqnflaatfns  ddiTcred  Gaul  from  a  very  furious  inioad  .*^  the 
Akmanni  i  and  his  vi^hmes  of  Langrcs  and  Vindonifla  appear 
to  haye  been  nlB&om  of  considerable  danger  and  merit.  As  he  tra- 
verTed  the  open  country  wich  a  feeble  guard,  he  was  encompaflbd 
on  a  (udden  by  the  fuperior  multitude  of  the  enemy.   He  retreated 
imth  difficnity  towards  Langrcs;  but,  in.tbegenanl  eonftemation» 
As  citizens  refufed  to  open  their  gates,  and  the  wounded  prince 
was  drawn  up  the  wall  by  the  means  of  a  rope.  But  on  the 
news  of  hisdiftrefSf  the  Roman  troops  haftened  from  all  fides  to 
Us  relief,  and  before  the  evening  he  bad  iatisfied  his  honour  and 
revenge  by  the  ilaughter  of  fix  thot|fand  Alemanni      From  the 
monuments  oi  thole  times,  the  memory  of  iereral  other  viOories 
over  the  barbarians  of  Sarmatia  and  Germany  might  poffibly  be 
oolleded  $  but  the  tedious  learch  would  not  be  rewarded  either  with 
amufement  or  widi  infirudion. 
ViMMMtt  flf    The  condud  which  the  emperor  Probus  had  adopted  in  the  dif- 
■inii         pdal  of  the  vanquifiied,  was  imitated  by  Diocletian  and  his  aflb- 
dates.    The  captive  barbarians,  exchanging  death  for  flavery, 
were  diflributed  among  the  provincials, and  afligned  to  thofe  diftrids 
(in  Gaul,  the  territories  .of  Amiens,  Beauvais,  Cambray,  Treves, 
Langres,  and  Troyes,  are  particularly  fpecified      which  had  been 
•  depopulated  by  the  calamities  of  war.    They  were  ufefully  cm- 
ployed  as  ihepherds  and  huibandmcn,  but  were  denied  theexerdieof 
.arms,  except  when  it  was  found  expedient  to  enrol  them  in  the 
military  fcrvice.  Nor  did  the  emperors  refufe  the  property  of  lands, 
.  Kv'nh  a  Icfs  fcrvile  tenure,  to  fiich  of  the  barbarians  as  folicited 
the  protcdioii  of  Rome.     They  granted  a  (citlcmcnt  to  Icvcral 
colonies  of  the  Carpi,  llie  Baftarnae,  and  the  Sarmatians  ;  and,  by  a 
danc;crous  indulgence,  permitted  them  in  fonie  meafure  to  retain 
their  national  manners  and  independence  '\     Among  the  pro- 
viacials,  it  was  a  (ubjcd  of  Haltering  cxultatioo,  that  the  barbarian, 
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Co  lately  an  obje£l  of  terror,  now  cultivated  their  lands,  drove  tlielt 
cattle  to  the  neighbouring  f^ir,  and  contributed  by  his  labour  to  the 
public  plenty.  They  congratulated  their  mafters  on  the  powerful 
accefTion  of  fubjedts  and  foldiers  ;  but  they  forgot  to  cbfcrve,  that 
multitudes  of  fccrct  enemies,  infolent  from  favour,  or  dcfperatc 
from  oppreflion,  were  introduced  into  the  heart  of  the  empire 

While  the  Caefars  excrcifed  their  valour  on  the  bank  of  the  Rhine  Wjr»ofAfrica 
and  Danube,  the  prefence  of  the  emperors  was  required  on  the 
fouthcrn  confines  of  the  Roman  world.    From  the  Nile  to  Mount 
Atlas,  Africa  was  in  arms.    A  confederacy  of  five  Moorifli  nations 
ifl'ucd  from  their  deferts  to  invade  the  peaceful  provinces  *'.  Julian 
had  affumed  the  purple  at  Carthage        Achlllcus  at  Alexandria, 
and  even  the  Blemmyes,  renewed  or  rather  continued  their  in- 
curfions  into  the  Upper  l^gypt.   Scarcely  any  circumftances  tuve 
been  preferved  of  the  exploits  of  Maxiniiaft  in  the  weflertf  parts  of 
Africa;  but  it  appears  by  th6  £teiit,  that  the  progfeft  of  hh'arofi 
^as  rapid  and  dedfive*  tbaC  he  vftniijuiflied  the  fierceft  luirbarilns  of 
Miaritafiia't  and  that  he  rembyed  them"  frorii  the  moantainsi 
Whofe  iiiaccelEble  ftrength  had  infpired  their  ifihsri>iunts  ^th  a:  IaW*> 
kfa  confidtiiciBt  aild  habituated  then&  Yo  %1ife  of  Vapine  and  vb- 
tenee  *\   Diocletian,  on  hU  ffde/opeiied  the  cimpnga  in  %7pt  bj  q'^^'J^^ 
the  (lege  of  Alexandria,  cut  off  the  aquedo^  which  coovtyed  Diocictmi* 
the  wKtera  of  the  Nile  into  every  quarter  of  that  immenfe  city*', 
and  rendering  his  camp  impregnable  td  the  Iklties  of  the  befieged 
multitude,  he  pu&ed  hi;  reiterated  attacks  with  caution  and  vigour. 
After  a  liege  of  eight  months,'  Alexandria,  walled  by  the  fword 
and  by  fire,  implored  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror ;  but  it  ex* 
perlenced  the  full  extent  of  his  feveiity.   Many  thoufaads  of  the 
dtizeiis  perrdied  iii  a  promifctioas  fimghter,  and  there  were  few 
bbnoxioits  perfont  in  Egypt  who  efcaped  a  fentence  either  of  death 
oratleaftrfexilc**.   The  fate  of  Bufiris  and  of  Coptos  was  ftill 
more  melancholy  than  that  of  Alexandria  i  thoTc  proud  cities,  the 
Vou  L  B  b  b  former 
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former  diftinguUhed  by  its  andqutty,  the  latter  enticbed  by  thepaf&ge 
of  the  Indian  trade»  were  utterly  deftroyed  by  the  arms  and  by  the 
fevere  (»nder  of  Diodttian  *\  The  charaaer  of  the  Egyptian  nation^ 
infenfible  to  kindnefs,  but  extremely  fu&^tible  of  fear*  could  alooe 
juftify  this  exceflive  rigour.  The  fcditlons  of  Alexandria  had  often 
aiFe£lted  the  tranquillity  and  fubfidence  of  Rome  itfelf.  Since  the 
ufurpation  of  Firmus,  the  province  of  Upper  Egypt,  incedantly 
relapfing  into  rebellion,  had  embraced  the  alliance  of  the  favages 
of  yiuhiopia.  The  numbers  of  the  Blemmyes,  icattered  between  the 
ifland  of  .Meroe  and  the  Red  .  Sea*  was  very  inconfidcrable,  their 
difpofitioa was  unwarlike,  their  weapons  rude  and  inoffenfivc 
Yet  in  the  public  difordcrs  thefc  barbarians,  whom  antiquity,  (hocked 
with  the  deformity  of  tlicir  figure,  had  almoft  excluded  from  the 
human  fpecies,  prcfLimcd  to  rank  thcinfelves  among  the  enemies  of 
Rome*'.  Such  had  been  the  unwnrtliy  allies  of  the  Egyptians j 
and  while  the  attention  of  the  ftate  was  engaged  in  more  ferious 
warSi  their  vexatious  inroads  might  again  harafs  the  repofe  of  the 
province.  With  a  view  of  oppofing  to  the  Blemmycs  a  fuitable 
adverfary,  Diocletian  perluaded  the  Xobatar,  or  people  of  Nubia, 
to  remove  from  their  ancient  habitations  in  the  dcl'erts  of  Lvbia, 
and  rcfigncd  to  them  an  extenfive  but  unprofitable  territory  above 
Syene  and  the  catarads  of  the  Nile,  with  the  flipulation,  that  they 
Ihould  ever  refped  and  guard  the  frontier  of  the  empire.  The 
treaty  long  fubfiftcd ;  and  till  the  eftabtifhment  of  Chrifiianity  in- 
troduced flrider  notions  of  religious  wor(hip,  it  was  annually  ra< 
tified  by  a  folemn  lacrifice  in  the  ifle  of  Elephantine,  in  which 
the  Romans,  as  well  as  the  barbarians,  adored  the  fame  vifibic  or 
invifible  powers  of  the  univerfe 

At  the  lame  lime  that  Diocletian  chaftifed  the  paft  crimes  of  the 
Egyptians,  he  provided  for  their  future  fafety  and  happinefs  by- 
many  wife  regulations  which  were  confirmed  and  enforced  under  the 
fucceeding  reigns  *\   One  very  remarkable  cdid,  which  he  pub- 
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Uflied,  inftead  of  being  condemDcd  as  the  cffcdk  of  jealous  tyranny,  J^^^^JJ'^?* 

dcfcrves  to  be  applauded  as  an  aft  of  prudence,  and  humanity.   He  ebym/. 

caufed  a  diligent  inquiry  to  be  made     for  all  the  ancient  books 

**  which  treated  of  the  admirable  art  of  making  gold  and  llivcr, 

*'  and  without  pity  committed  them  to  the  flames ;  apprehenlive, 

**  as  we  are  aflured,  left  the  opulence  of  the  Egyptians  (hould  in- 

**  fpire  them  with  confidence  to  rebel  againfl  the  empire But 

if  Diocletian  had  been  convinced  of  the  reality  of  that  valuable 

art,  far  from  extinguiihing  the  memory,  he  would  have  converted 

the  operation  of  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  revenue.    It  is  much 

more  likely  that  his  good  fenfe  difcovered  to  him  the  folly  of  fuch 

magnificent  pretenfions,  and  that  he  was  defirous  of  preferving  the 

reafon  and  fortunes  of  his  fubjcds  from  the  mifchievous  purfuit. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  thefe  ancient  books,  fo  liberally  afcribed  Nnrdtyand 

to  Pythagoras,  to  Solomon,  or  to  Hermes,  were  the  pious  frauds  fbuM^^ 

«f  more  reeent  adepts.  The  Grtelni  were  timtteiitive  either -to  the 

Ble  or  to  the  afaufe  of  diymiftrj.   In  that  immenfe  legifter,  where 

Pliny  has  depofittd  the  dtftoveriett  the  arts*  and  the  errors  of  man- 

kindt  there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  the  tranfmutation  of  metals ; 

and  the  perfecudoh  <^  Diocletian  is  the  iirft  authentic  event  in',  the 

hiRory  of  alchjrmy.   The  oonqueft  of  Egypt  by  the  Arabs  diflftifed 

that  vain  idence  over  the  globe.   Gongenial  to  the  avarice  of  the 

human  iieart,  it  was  ftudied  in  China  as  in  Europe,  with  equal 

eagemcfib  and  with  equal  fuccefs.    The  darknefs  of  the  middle 

ages  cofured  a  favourable  reception  to  every  tale  of  wonder,  and' 

the  revival  of  learning  gave  new  vigour  to  hope,  and  fuggefted 

more  fpedoos  arts  of  deception.   Philofophy,  with  the  aid  of  expe- 

riencei  has  at  length  baniihed  the  ftudy  of  alchymy ;  and  the  pre^' 

ftnt  age»  however  defirous  of  riGlie89  is  content  to  leek  them  by  the 

btnnbler  means  of  commerce  and  indullry 

The  redudion  of  Egypt  was  immediately  followed  by  the  Perfian  ThePerfia* 
war*  It  was  lererved-for  the  reign  of  Diodetian  to  vanquilh  thac'**^' 

B  b  b  4  powerful 
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powerful  nation,  and  to  force  a  coofeiHoa  from  the  fucccnbrft  of 
Artaxerxes,  of  the  fuperior  majcQy  of  th«  EcHnsn  coiptre. 

Tiridittitke  We  have  obferTed,  under  th»  reign  of  Vakn-iao>  that  Anwnii 
was  fubdued  by  the  perfidy  aad  the  arms  of  th^  PerAan«,  aod  ibat 
after  tbe  a0afliiiatioa  of  Chofrocs,  bi|  fim'TirtdfttcSf  tbe  in&nt  beir 
of  tbe  mpnarcby,  vas-  faved  by  tb«  fidelity  ,pf  hia.  6ieiids»  and 
educated  under  tbe  prote£lioii'  of  tbe  empevers.  TtriiateB  dertf  ed 
firom  bb  exile  fudi  advantages  as  be  could  never  bKve  obtained  on 
tbe  tbrone  of  Armenia ;  tbe  early  knowledge  of  aidTerfity,  of  mann 
Und,  and  of  tbe  Roman  difcipline.  He  figaaliaed  his  yontb  by 
deeds  of  vabmr,  and  diTplayed  a  matehlefs  dotttrity,  as  wdl  at 
iU^ngtbi  in  erery  martial  eiercift,  atod  oreo  ia  the  lc6  hoaomaUe 
cont^  €t£  tbe  Olympian  games    '  Thofe  qualities  mere  more  no* 

A*  D.  sSa.    hly  eKerted  in  tbe  defence  of  hit  bene&Aor'Litiniui      That  offi* 

]  f(r»  iu  tbe  fi^tioa  which  ooeafiooed  the-deatb  6f  Pcobust  was  ex* 

pofedm  tbe  moft  immiAeiit  davgeri  aad  the  enraged  fiddien  were 

&icing  theur  way  into  bin  tcat%  when  they  were  checked  fay  tbe 

fingle  arm  of  the  Armeqisn  prjnce.    The  gmtitude  of  Tiridatea 

contribttled  Ibon  afterwards  to  bis  i^hnatkiD*    Udnins  was  ia 

erefy  ftation  the  friend  aod  companion  of  Galeriui,  and  the  incrit 

of  GaleriuSy  long  before  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Gae&r,  had 

been  known  and  eftecmcd  by  Diocletian.    In  the  third  year  of  that 

emperor*s  reign,  Tiridates  was  iiivefted  with  the  kingdom  of  Ar« 

menia.   The  juAice  of  tbe  meafure  was  not  lefs  evident  than  its 

expediency.  It  was  time  |o  reicue  from  the  ufurpation  of  the  Per- 

(ian  monarch  an  important  territory*  which,  fincc  the  reign  of 

Nero^  had  been  always  granted  under  the  protection  of  tbe  empire 

to  a  younger  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Arfaces  **. 

A.D.  zSA.  When  Tiridates  appeared  on  the  frontiers  of  Armenia,  he  was 
Hnntora-  ... 

tioaiothe     received  with  an  unfeigned  tranfport  of  joy  and  loyalty.  During 
Ar«mu*      twenty- fix  years,  the  country  had  experienced  the  real  and  imagt- 
&Ary  tiardflkips  of  a  fcreigo  yoke.    The  Periiaa  monarchs  had 

4     .   .  adorned 
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adorned  their  new  conqucft  with  magairicent  buildings ;  botthofe  JjJ^** 
monuments  were  railed  at  the  cxpence  of  the  people,  and  abhorred 
as  badges  of  flavcry.    The  apprehenfion  of  a  revolt  had  mfpircd 
the  moft  rigorous  precjuitkms :  oppreifion  had  been  aggravated  hj 
iafiilCf  ud  fSm  cwifckwfiwiii  of  tibe  puUk  hatred  hftd  hten  pcodue* 

We  ham  dixta^f  iginwked  the  mtolcrant  ipiric  of     Rftigtan  fo* 
ligioo.  The  ibtnep  of  t)w  ^fiedkiaei  of  Annenie.  and  the  lacred 
image*  of  the  fun  aod  iiiooii»tlrere  broke  in  piecesby  the  zeal  of  th^ 
Viaqpexat  i  and  the  perpetual  five  of  Omuxd  was  kindled  and  pie* 
isvfcfi  vgou  an  altar  eif^ted  on  the  famnit  of  mount  Bagaran  It 
Kas  natufalt  that^peoyle  iguiperated  bj  Jb  many  injuriett  flMmId  arm  Revolt  of  the 
with  seal  in  the  caiift  of  their  independence^  Aeir  reKgion»and  their  SSSn.*^ 
hereditary  foi^eseigo.  The  torrent  bore  down  every  obfltck^  and  th* 
Parlian  garrifim  tetnoatfd  bdSbie  its  fury.  The  noblca  of  Annenit 
flew  to  the  llandard  of  Tiiidatei^  all  dl^giag  fheir  paft  merits 
oficriog  their  future  fenriee,  and  ibUdtiog  from  the  new  king  thofe 
honoun  and  rewarda  from  which  they  had  been  endaded  with  di£^ 
dain  under  the  ftieign  government      The  command  of  the  army 
WA»  beftowed  on  Artavafdes*  whofe  £uher  had  faved  the  iafimcy  of 
Tifidetes^  and  whofe  family  had  been  maffacrcd  for  that  generone- 
vftion.   The  brother  of  Artavafdes  obtained  the  government  of  a- 
provincOt    One  of  the  firft  military  dignities  was  conferred  on  the 
Satrap  Olas,  a  man  of  fingular  temperance  and  fortitude,  who  pre- 
ficnted  to  the  king  his  fifter"  and  a  confidcrable  trcafure,  both  of 
which,  in  a  fequeftered  fortrefs,  Otas  had  preferved  from  violation. 
Among  the  Armenian  nobles  appeared  anally,  whofe  fortunes  are  Story  of- 
too  remarkable  to  pafs  unnoticed.  His  name  was  Marogo,  his  origin 
was  Scythian,  and  the  horde  which  acknowledged  hia  authority,  had 
encamped  a  very  few  years  before  on  the  Ikirts  of  the  Chlncfe  em« 
pire'*,  which  at  that  time  extended  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood- 
of  Sogdiauu       ifiaving  iocurced  the  difpleafure  of  hi<  matter,. 

I  MamgOy, 
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Mamgo,  with  his  followers,  retired  to  the  banks  of  the  Oxus,  and 
implored  the  protedt ion  of  Sapor.  The  emperor  of  Qiina  claimed 
the  fugitive,  and  alleged  the  rights  of  fovereignty.  The  Perfian 
luonarch  pleaded  the  laws  of  faofpitaUt7>  and  with  fome  difficulty 
•voided  a  war,  by  the  promife  that  he  would  banilh  Mamgo  to  the 
utieniioft  putt  of  the  Weft ;  a  pumlhment,  as  he  defer ibed  tit  not 
lefs  dreadfbl  than  death  itldf.  Aimeiua  wu  diofai  Ox  the  pbce 
ofemletaodalargedifirift  WW  affigned  to  die  Scjditin  hocde^  on 
which  they  might  ieed  their  flodcs  and  heidi,  and  remove  their  en- 
campment from  one  place  to  another,  according  to  fSbc  different 
lealbna  of  Ae  year.  They  were  employed  to  repel  the  invafion  of 
Tiridaies  $  hat  iheir  leader,  after  wdghing  die  obligadooa  and  io* 
juries  which  he  had  received  from  die  Perfian  monaicht  reColved  to 
abandon  his  party.  The  Armenian  prince,  who  was  wdl  acquainted 
with  the  merit  as  well  as  power  of  Mamgo^  treated  him  with  dif- 
tingniihed  refped;  and  by  admitting  him  into  his  confidence,  ac« 
quired  a  biave  and  frithftil  iervaat,  who  contributed  very  effedually 
to  his  reftoration 

Tbe  PcTfisni  For  a  while,  fortune  appeared  to  fivour  the  enterprifing  valour  of 
riBMm  At-  fifjiijm^.  He  Qot  only  expelled  the  enemies  of  his  family  and  coun- 
try from  the  whole  extent  of  Armenia,  but  in  the  profecution  of  his 
revenge  he  carried  his  arms,  or  at  leafl  his  incurnons,  into  the  heart 
of  Aflyria.  The  hiftorian,  who  has  prefervcd  the  name  of  Tiridates 
from  oblivion,  celebrates,  with  a  degree  of  national  enthufiafm,  his 
perfbnal  prowefs ;  and,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  eafiern  romance,  de- 
fcribes  the  giants  and  the  elephants  that  fell  beneath  his  invincible  arm. 
It  is  from  other  information  that  we  difcovcr  the  diftradted  ftatc  of  the 
Perfian  monarchy,  to  which  the  king  of  Armenia  was  indebted  for 
(bmc  part  of  his  advantages.  The  throne  was  difputed  by  the  am- 
bition of  contending  brothers;  and  Hormuz,  after  exerting  without 
fuccefs  the  ftrength  of  his  own  party,  had  recourfe  to  the  dangerous 
aiFiftance  of  tbe  barbarians  who  inhabited  the  banks  of  tbe  Cai'pian 
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Sea  The  civil  war  was,  however,  foon  terminated,  eitherby  a  vic- 
tory or  by  a  reconciliation  ;  and  Narfes,  who  was  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged a  king  of  Perfia,  dircdcd  his  whole  force  againft  the  foreign 
enemy.  The  contcft  then  became  too  unequal  ;  nor  was  the  valour  of 
the  hero  able  to  wlthftand  the  power  of  the  monarch.  Tiridates,  a 
fecond  time  expelled  from  the  throne  of  Armenia,  once  more  took 
refuge  in  the  court  of  the  emperors.  Narfes  foon  rc-cftabliflied  his 
authority  in  the  revolted  province  ;  and  loudly  complaining  of  the 
protedion  afforded  by  the  Romans  to  rebels  and  fugitives,  afpired 
to  the  conqueft  of  the  Eaft''. 

Neither  prudence  nor  honour  could  permit  the  emperors  to  defcrt  u'^rbctwctn 
the  caufe  of  the  Armeniaa  king,  and  it  was  refolved  to  exert  the  ard  ii7c'ro. 
force  of  the  empif«  in  the  Perfisn  war.    Dtodetiaa,  with  the  calm 
dignity  which  he  unifbnnly  aSeded,  fixed  hit  own  ftaiion  in  the 
city  of  Antioch,  from  whence  he  prepared  and  direAed  the  military, 
operatiqnt      The  coodud  <^  the  leg^s  vru  intrnfted  to  the  in- 
trepid vakwr  tif  GalerinSt  who»  for  that  imjK^nt  purpofe,  was  re^. 
moved  from  the  banks  of  the  Danube  to  thofe  of  the  Euphrates. 
The  aimies  foon  encountered  each  other  in  the  plains  of  Mefepo-  Cerent  of 
tamia^  and  two  battks  were  fought  with  various  and  doubtful  fuc* 
cefs :  but  die  third  engagement  was  of  a  more-decifive  nature ;  and 
the  Roman  army  tecdved  a  total  overthrow^  which  is  attributed  to. 
the  raflinels  of  GalertuSs  who»  wiUi  an  inconfiderable  body  of  troops* 
4ttadced  the  innumerable  hoft  of  the  Perfians      But  the  oonfider- 
ation  of  the  country  that  was  the  icene  of-  a^on»  ma^  fuggeft  ano- 
dier  leaibn  for  his  defeat.   The  iame  ground  on  which  Galerius: 
was  vanquiihed,  had  been  rendered  memorable  by  the  death,  ol 
CraflhSi  and  the  flaughter  of  ten  legions.    It  was  a  plain  of  more.' 
than  fixty  miles,  which  extended  from  the  hills  of  Carrae-.  to  the- 
Euphmles;  a  fmootb  and  barren  furface  of  fandy  defertj  without  a. 
hillock,  without  a  tree,  and  without  a  fpring  of  frefti  water  The 
fieady  infantry  of  the  Romans*  fainting, with.heat.and  third,  could 
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neither  hope  for  vifloi  y  if  they  prcfervcd  their  ranks,  nor  break  ihcir 
ranks  without  cxpofing  thcmfdvcs  to  the  moft  imminent  danger.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  gradually  cncompafled  by  the  luperior  num- 
bers, haraded  by  the  rapid  evohitions,  and  dellroyed  by  the  arrows  of 
thcbarbarian  cavalry.  The  king  of  Armenia  had  fignalized  his  valmir 
in  the  battle,  and  acquired  pcrfonal  glory  bv  the  public  misfortune. 
He  was  purfued  as  far  as  the  Euphrates  ;  his  horfc  was  wounded,  and 
it  appeared  impofliblc  for  him  to  efcape  the  victorious  enemy.  In  this 
cxtremitf  Tiridatei  nnbraced  the  odIj  refiuige  which  he  &n  before 
him :  he  difaounted  and  plunged  ioto  the  ftretm.  Hit  ■rmcwir  wa§ 
hetTy»  the  river  very  dcepi  and  ift  thofe  pirtf  it  leaft  half  a  mile  io 
hreadth  ** ;  yet  fuch  waa  bis  ftrength  and  dexterity,  that  htteaehecT 
in  iafety  the  oppofite  bank  ^.  Vfifh,  tegard  to  the  Roman  gene- 
rait  we  aie  ignorant  of  the  circumftancet  of  his  eicape ;  but  wheft 
Hit  NKpdoii  he  reinmed  to  Antioch,  Diocletian  received  hiflB»  not  with  the  ten* 
tjrDiodedaa.  ^  ^  friend  and  celleagiiei  but  with  the  indignation  of  aa 

offtended  fiytereign.  The  haughtieft  of  men*  clothed  in  hit  pnrplev 
hut  humMed  by  the  fenie  of  hie  &Qlt  and  mtsfertonct  was  obliged 
to  follow  die  emperor's  chariot  above  a  mile  on  ^ti  and  to  exhiMt, 
before  the  whole  coiirt«  the  fpedade  of  his  difgrace 
8ceoadcaa«     As  foon  SB  XXodctian  had  indulged  his  private  refentment,  and 
jmjBaof  Ga.  gffggf^  ^  majefty  of  fopreme  power,  he  yielded  toihe  IttbmifSve 
A.  D.  S97<    entreaties  of  the  Gadar,  and  permitted  him  to  retrieve  his  own  honour 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Roman  arms.  In  the  room  of  the  miwarlike 

w 

troops  of  Afia«  Which  had  mcrft  piobably  lerved  in  the  firft  expe- 
dition, a  ieoond  army  was  drawn  from  the  veterans  and  new  levies 
of  the  Illyrian  frontier,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  Gothic  auxili- 
aries were  ttken  into  the  imperial  pay  At  the  head  of  a  chofen 
army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  inen,  Galerius  again  pafled  the  Eu- 
phrates ;  but,  inflead  of  expofing  his  legions  in  the  open  plains  of 
Melbpotamia,  he  advanced  through  the  mountains  of  ArmeniSt 
where  he  found  the  inhabitants  devoted  to  his  caufe,  and  the  country 

as 
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at  favourable  to  the  operations  of  infantry,  as  it  was  inconvenient 
for  the  motions  of  cavalry  Adverfity  had  confirmed  the  Ro- 
man difcipline,  whilft  the  barbarians,  elated  by  fuccefs,  were  become  HiiviOorjr 
fo  negligent  and  remifs,  that  in  the  moment  when  they  leaft  ex- 
pe£led  it,  they  were  furprifed  by  the  adive  condudl  of  Galerlus^ 
who,  attended  only  by  two  horferaen,  had  with  his  own  eyes  fecrctly 
examined  the  ftate  and  pofition  of  their  camp.  A  furprile,  efpecially 
in  the  night-time,  was  for  the  moft  part  fatal  to  a  Perfun  army. 
**  Their  horfes  were  tied,  and  generally  fhackled,  to  pFereot  their  run- 
"  niog  away ;  and  if  an  ahum  happened,  a  Perfiao  had  Ids  houfing  to 
**  fix,  hit  horfe  to  bridle,  and  hia  cofllet  to  put  on,  before  he  could 
**  mooBt  'V*' .  On-  die  ooeafiooi  the  impetoous  Attack  (rf^'Galeriitt 
^pcead  difofder  and  difinay  over  the  ctmp  oC  the  harbariant.  A 
flight  zcfiftance  wat  ^Uowed  by  a  dreadful  carnage,  and  in  the 
-general  confufioo,  the  woonded  monarch  (for  Narlei  commanded 
his  armi^  in  perfim)  fled  towards  the  deferts  of  Media.  His 
fumptwous  leots,  and  tho^  of.  his  Satraps,  aflbided  an  immenft 
booty  to  the  eoaqoeror;  and  .an  incident  is  meotioncd«  which 
proves  the  mflic  hot  oartiitl  ignorance  of  the  l^ions  in  the  elegant 
fliperfloities  of  life  A  bag  of  fliining  leather  ^ed  with  pearls^ 
fidi  into  the  hands  of  a  fMrrtite  ibidier  j  he  carefully  preferred  die 
bag,  but  he  threw  away  its  contenti,  judging,  that  whatever  was  of 
no  ufe  couUI  not  poffibly  be  of  any  value  The  principal  lofk  St^lji" 
4>f  Narfes  was  of  a  much  more  affeding  nature.  Several  of  his  ^''**** 
wives,  his  fifters,  and  children,  who  had  attended  the  army,  were 
made  captives  in  tlie  defeat.  But  though  the  charadcr  of  Ga~ 
lerius  had  ip  general  very  little  aiEnity  with  that  of  Alexander, 
he  imitated,  after  his  victory,  the  amiable  behaviour  of  the  Ma- 
cedonian towards  the  family  of  Darius.  The  wives  and  children 
of  Narfes  were  protcdcd  from  violence  and  rapine,  conveyed 
40  a  place  of  iafety,  and  treated  with  every  mark  of  reipedt  and 
Vol.  L  C  c  c  tendcraefs, 
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inidcrnefs,  that  was  due  from  a  generous  eaemj*  to  their  «ge,  thek 
for,  and  their  royal  dignity 
fcrpeMB^  While  the  Eaft  anxioufly  expc^^ed  the  dedfion.  of  this  great 
conteft,  the  emperor  Diocletian,  having  affemWed  in  Syria  a  ftroftg 
Army  of  obfervation,  difplayed  from  a  diftance  the  rclources  of 
the  Roman  power,  and  referred  himfelf  for  any  future  emer- 
gency of  the  war.  On  the  intelligence  of  the  vidlorr,  he 
condcfcended  to  advance  towards  the  frontier ;  with  a  view 
of  moderating,  by  his  prcfence  and  counfels,  the  pride  of  Ga- 
lerius.  The  interview  of  the  Roman  princes  at  Nifibis,  was 
accompanied  with  every  expreflion  of  refpe^l  on  one  fide,  and  of 
efleem  on  die  other.  It  was  in  that  citj  that  they  fooii  afterward* 
gave  aadience  to  the  ambaflla4or  oF  the  great  king  '\  The  power, 
or  at  leaft  the  ijphi^  of  Naxfes,  had  been  broken  hj  hh  laft  delcaft 
and  he  amfidered  an  imme£ate  peace*  as  the  only  meaiM  thA  eoiiUt 
flop  die  pvogreft  of  the  Roman  arau.  He  dHpaiched  Aj^unrbam 
1  temnt  who  ptrffefled  his  &TOBr  and  coi^deaec^  with  a  com* 
ksUtion  tb  negodate  a  tieatfi  or  radter  'ti>  reteivte  whatever  oan*> 
^N^^Aa  jiitioBs  die  conqsero^  fliovild  hnpofe.  Afthiixhan  opened  the 
Mhdflr.  conference  by  OKpreffii^  his  matter's  gratitude  for  die  generow 
treatment  of  his  hnSljt  and  by  foliciting  the  liberty  of  diofe  illui^ 
trions  captires.  He  celebrated  the  vak>ur  of  Galertus  withoot 
degrading  the  reputation  of  Narfes,  and  tliought  it  no  dilhenour  fo 
confefe  the  fuperiority  of  the  viftorlous  Csfar,  over  a  monarch  who 
had  furpafTed  in  glory  all  the  princes  of  his  raee.  Notwithftanding 
the  juftice  of  the  Pcrfian  caufe,  he  was  empowered  to  fubmit  the 
prefent  differences  to  the  dccifion  of  the  emperors  themfelves ; 
convinced  as  he  was,  that,  in  the  midft  of  profperity,  they  would 
not  be  unmindful  of  the  vlcifTitudcs  of  fortune.  Apharban  con- 
cluded his  difcourfe  in  the  ftyle  of  caftcrn  allegory,  by  obferving 
that  the  Roman  and  Perfian  monarchies  were  the  two  ejes  of  the 
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worid,  which  would  remaia  impcrfed  wd  mutilated  if  tilhof 

of  them  ftiould  be  put  out, 

"  It  well  becomes  the  Pcrfiaus,''  replied  Galcrias,  with  a  tranfport  Anrwcrof 
of  fury,  which  fcemed  to  convuile  his  whole  frame,     it  well  be- 
"  comes  the  Perfians  to  expatiate  on  the  viciflitudcs  of  fortune^ 
•*  and  calmly  to  read  us  lefturcs  on  the  virtues  of  moderation. 
**  Let  them  remember  their  own  moderation  towards  the  unhappy 

Valerian.  They  vanquifl^ed  him  by  fraud,  they  treated  him 
•*  with  indignity.  They  detained  him  till  the  laft  moment  of 
**  his  life  in  (hameful  captivity,  and  after  his  death  they  expoled 
•*  his  body  to  perpetual  ignominy."  Softening,  however,  his  tone, 
Galerius  infmuated  to  the  ambaflador,  that  it  had  ne\'er  been  the 
pra&ice  of  the  Romans  to  trample  on  a  proftratc  enemy  ;  and  that, 
on  this  occafion,  they  ftiould  confult  their  own  dignity,  rather  than 
the  Perfian  merit.  Ue  difmilTcd  Apharban  witk  a  hope,  that 
Narfes  would  IboQ  be  informed  on  what  cooditions  he  might  obtain, 
firom  the  clcmen^  of  tiie  emperors,  a  lafting  peace,  and  .the 
leAomioa  of  his  tnves  and  diildiem  la  thia  ooofcfOKS  we  wif 
^iftover  tlie  fierce  paffiont  of  Galeritt«»  at  well  ae  hM  drference  to 
1^  ftneriior  wUdom  and  authority  of  JDiodetiaii..  The  amUtioa  of  Mo^entSM 

of  Diocletkii* 

<he  fimoer  grafped  at  the  conqueft  of  tiie  Ba^  aotf  had  proposed 
to  rcdooe  Perfia  into  the  ftate  of  a  ftovinae.  The  prudence  of  the 
latter,  who  adhered  to  the.nrodecaie  policy  of  Anguftus  and  the 
AntODine«»  cmh^acod  the  favoorabk  opportoni^  of  termbating.  a 
fuccefirfol  wte  b/  an  honourable  and  advantageous  peaoe 

.in  porfuanbe  of  thar  promiiei  the  emperon  fixm  afterwards  Coadnfioa 
appointed  Sicorius  Prohnst  one  of  their  fiKretaiiet,  to  aofuaint  the 
Peritan  court  with  th«r  final  xefblution.   As  die  minifier-of  peace, 
lie  was  received  wtih  eveiy  mark  of  poUtenels  and  frieadfiup;  buti 
iinder  the  pretence  of  allowing  him  the  neceflary  xepofe  afier       .  . 
fo  long  a  journey*  the  audieaee  of  Pfeobus  was  deiSerred  from  day  ' 
to  day  s  and  he  attended  the  flow  motions  of  the  ^ipg*  till  at 
lei^l^  he  was  admitted  to  Jus  prefence,  near  the  direr  A^rudos, 
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in  Media.    The  fecret  moiive  of  Narfes  tnthil  delay,  had  been  to 
colleft  fuch  a  military  force,  as  might  enable  hiin>  though  fincerelj 
defirous  of  peace,   to  negociatc  with  the  greater  weight  and 
dignity.   Three  perfoas  only  affiM  at  thu  importaiit  ooiifereiiee* 
the  Bumfter  Ap3iarbao»  the  praefed  of  the  guards*  and  an  cffioer 
-who  had  commanded  on  the  Armenian  fiontier  ^,    The  fiift 
condition  propoTed  by  the  ambafladoTt  is  not  at  pcefent  of  a  verjr 
intelligible  nature ;  that  the  city,  of  Nifibis  might  be.  eftabliflirf 
for -the  place  of  mutual  eKcfaange^  or^tM  «e  0u>uld  fbnnerijhave 
termed  iti  for  the  ftqple  of  trade  between  the  two  emiureSi  There 
Is  no  difficnltjr  in  omceiving  the  intiention  of  the  Roman  prince^ 
'   to  improve  their  revenne  by  fome  ceftnunts  upon  oommeice  i  but 
as  Nifibis  was  fituated  within  their  own  domintons,  and  as  they  were 
jnafters  both  of  the  imports  and '  exports*  it  ihpuld  ftem,  thit 
fuch  reftraants  were  the  objeOs  of  an  internal  law  radier  than  of  a 
ftrdgn  treaty.  To  render  them  ,  more  effedlua]«  ibme  ftipulatioiis 
mtn  probably  lequixed  on  the  fide  of  the  king  of  Perfist  which 
iappearcd  lb  very  repugnant  either  to  his  mtereft  or  to  his  dignity,  that 
Narfes  could  imt  be  pafuaded  to  fubfcribe  dienu  As  this  was  the 
only  article  to  which  he  refuftd  his  coalent,  it  was  no  longer  in- 
-fiftcd  on;  and  the  cmpcfors  either  fiiSertd  the  tade  to  flow  in 
its  natural  channels,  or  contented  themielves  with  liicb  reftriQions» 
as  it  depended  on  their  own  authority  to  eftablifli. 

ndaniciciof  ^8  foon  as  this  difficulty  was  removed*  «*  (bknift  peace  was 
concluded  and  ratified  between  the  two  nations.  The  conditions  of 
a  treaty  fo  glorious  to  the  empire,  and  (o  neccflary  to  Perfia*. 
•may  deferve  a  more  peculiar  attention,  as  the  hiflory  of  Rome 
prefents  very  few  tranfii£kions  of  a  fi  milar  nature ;  mofl  of  her  wars, 
having  either  been  terminated  by  abfolute  conquefl,  or  waged  againfl 

Tk*  Abom  barbarians  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  letters*   I.  The  Aboras*  or  as  it 

(ffcd  MM  the 

IbutbetwceD  is  called  by  Xenophon,  the  Araxes,  was  fixed  as  the  bomidary 
itaKwpue*.   jjg{^y(,fj^  jjje        monarchies".    That  river  which  rifes  near  die 

Tigii^  was  iocrcafcd  a  few  ml»  below  Nilibi8»  by  the  little  ftream 

of 
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of  the  Mygdonlus,  paffcd  under  the  walls  of  Singara,  and  fell 
into  the  Euphrates  at  Circefium,  a  frontier  town,  which,  by  the 
care  of  Diocletian,  was  very  ftrongly  fortified''.  Mefopotamia,  the 
obje£l  of  fo  many  wars,  was  ceded  to  the  empire  ;  and  the  Perfians, 
by  this  treaty  renounced  all  pretenfions  to  that  great  province. 
II.  They  rellnnuifhed  to  the  Romans  five  provinces  beyond  the  CcilionoffiTe 

'  '  *  province, 

Tigris  Their  fituation  formed  a  very  ufcful  barrier,  and  their  beyond  ihe 
natural  ftrength  was  foon  improved  by  art  and  military  (kill.  Four 
of  thefe,  to  the  north  of  the  river,  were  diftride  of  obfcure  fame 
and  inconfiderable  extent ;  Intiliue,  Zabdicene,  Arzanenc,  and  Mox- 
oene  :  but  on  the  eaft  of  the  Tigris,  the  empire  acquired  the  large 
and  mouataiitous  territory  of  Cardnene,  the  ancient  feat  of  the 
Cudiieliiuia,  who  preferred  &ft  many  ages  thdr  mnAj  freedom  in  the 
lieaitof  tbede^iemoiitrduetof  Alia.  The  ten  thoulafii}  Grnlce 
traTcried  their  country,  after  a  punful  march}  or  rather  engage- 
ment, of  feven  days;  and  it  is  oonfeflfed  by  their  leader,  in  his 
tnoomparable  rektion  of  the  retreat,  that  they  fuffered  more  from 
the  arrows  of  the  Gardncbians,  than  from  die  power  of  the  great 
king '%  Their  poAerity,  the  Qsrds,  with  tery  ikde  alierationr 
either  of  name  or  manners,  adcnowledge  the  nomhuil  (bvereignty  of 
the  Turidfli  fnltan.  III.  It  is  almoft  needleft  to  ohferre,  thatHridates^ 
the  fakhfttl  aHy  of  Rome,  was  reftorcd  to  the  throne  of  his  fathers, 
and  that  the  right  of  the  imperial  fupremacy  were  fnlly  afltoed 
and  fecured.  The  limits  6f  Armenia  were  extended  as  &r  as  the 
Ibrtzeft  of  Sintha  in  Media,  and  this  tncreafe  of  domimoD  was 
not  fo  much  an  ad  of  liberality  as  of  juftice.  Of  the  provinces 
already  mentioned  beyond  the  Tigris,  the  four  firft  had  been 
difmembercd  by  the  Parthians,  from  the  crown  of  Armenia  " ;  and 
when  the  Romans  acquired  the  poffdSon  of  them,  they  ftipulated, 
at  the  expcnce  of  the  ufurpcrs,  an  ample  compenfation,  which 
Inf  eftcd  their  ally  with  the  extenfi  vc  and  fertile  country  of Atropatenc. 
Itaprmcipal  ci^,  in  the  iame  fituation  perhaps  as  the  modem  Taoris^ 
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wai  frequently  honoured  with  the  refKknee-of  TiiidateB,  and  at 
it  fometlmes  bore  the  name  of  Ecbatana,  he  iauuted,  ia  the  build- 
ings  and  fortifications,  the  fplendid  capital  of  die  IY.T1|6 
maa&y  of  Ibom  ^  liafli«H  iia  iohiibitaalB  rode  and  iavagb  But 
were  •couftoaMd  to  the  liie  of  aitiis,.,aad  they  feparatedl  ftoM 
tho  tmfke  barbaiiana  mach  fieroer  and  mow  formidable  than 
dwmlclvoi.  •  The  narrow  deSles  of  Moonc  Caucafua  were.m  tbdr 
baodst  jmd  it  waa  in  theur  cfaDice*  eitbei;  to  adfljtit  or  to  exdoda 
the  midenag  tribqa-  fl|f  Sarmaiiai  whenever  a,  rapydoua  ^pfric 
uifed  them  |o  'peneujate  Ilico.tHe  richf^  dioMifs.  of  the  Soiifh  \ 
The  Qomxiiatloa  of  the  ki^  <t£  Iberia*  which  wai  lefigned  bf 
the  Perfian  monarch  to  the  eflipeion»  contributed  lo  the  ftreogth 
and  fecuritjr  of  the  Roman  power  in  Aik  Tfac  Eaft  cojoye^ 
o  profound  tr^ioqutUity  during  forty  yeara  ;  and  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  rival  -monarchies  was  flri^ly  obferved,  till  the  death  of 
Tiridates  ;  when  a  new  generation,  nntmattd  with  different  views 
and  different  paiTions,  fucceeded  to  the  government  of  the  world  i 
and  the  grandlbn  of  Narfes  undertook  a  long  and  memorable  wav 
agatnft  tfac  princes  of  the  houfe  ot  Condantine. 
Triomph  of       The  arduous  work  of  rcfcuing  the  diHrelled  empire  from  tyrants 

Dtocletiin  .  _  ' 

andMaxU  and  barbarians  had  now  been  completely  atchieved  by  a  fucccflion 
aTd.  joj.  of  lUyrian  pcafants.  As  foon  as  Diocletian  entered  into  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  reign,  he  celebrated  that  mcraorable  xi  w,  as  well  as  the 
fucccfs  of  his  arms,  by  the  pomp  of  a  Roniau  triumph  Maxi- 
mian,  the  equal  partner  of  his  power,  was  his  only  companion  in 
the  glory  of  that  day.  Tlie  two  Cxfars  had  fouglit  and  con- 
quered, but  the  merit  of  their  exploits  was  afcribeJ,  according  to  the 
rigour  of  ancient  maxims,  to  the  aufpicious  influence  of  their  f  athers 
and  emperors  '\  The  triumph  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian  was 
Icfs  magnifucnt  perhaps  than  thofe  of  Aurelian  and  Probus,  but  it 
was  dignihcd  by  feveral  circumlUnccs  of  fuperior  fame  and  good 
fortune*  Africa  and  Britain^  the  Rhine,  the  Danube^  and  the  NUe^ 
furnifhed  their  refpedive  trophies ;  but  the  moft  difiinguilhed 

'ornament 
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oraamemt  ^uvi s^.mv^  iiagplv^  n^mie*  a  IVrfiiH  vidtary  hXkmad 
bf  .an  .important  coqqueft^ .  reprcfwia^iooft  €i%\v99H  moua- 
*  jtatp9»  aad  provincc^y  wore  caifv^d  bqfore  the  imper^il  fiNt  Thf 
images  the  csptbe  ;mves,  fiA^r^i  and  (^il4ren  of  tKe  great  k'm^i 
afforded  a  new  and  grateful  fp^daclc  tp  vaahy  of  the  people  *^ 
In  the  eyes  of  pollerity  this  triumph  is  remarkable,  by  ^  diftiatAion 
of  a  lefs  honourable  kind.  It  was  the  laft  that  Rome  ever  be- 
held. Soon  after  this  period,  the  emperors-  cfi^iSji}^  (Q  v^UAq^li^  ^Sk^ 
Roinc  ccafcd  to  be  the  capital  of  the  empire. 

The  fpot  on  Avhich  IIohic  was  founded,  had  been  confeqrated  long  abfcnce 
by  ancient  ceremonies  and  imaginary  miracles.     The  pretence  ronfron  • 
of  fomc  god,  or  the  memory  of  iome  hero,  fcemed  to  animate  ^"'^ 
every  part  of  the  city»  and  the  empire  of  the  world  had  been  ^ 
promifcd  to  the  Capitol        The  native  Romans  felt  and  confcffed 
the  power  of  this  agreeable  illufion.    It  was  derived  from  their 
apceflors,  had  grown  up  with  their  earlicfl  habits  of  lifci  and  was 
protected,  in  {pmc  meafure,  by  the  opmioa  of  political  utility. 
The  form  and  the  feat  of  goverpmeot  were  intipnately  UeiMle^ 
togethetf  nor  wae  it  efteeiQfl4  JKiffible  to  tranfport  the  one  wi^^HK 
dellroying  the  other      Bat  the  fiyrereigaty  of  the  cafipil 
gndually  anniliifatted  in  the  extent  of  conqyeft ;  the  provippes  rof?  H> 
|the  iame  levelp  tod  the  vanquiQied  .ntdoiv  fw;quirc4  the  name- 
and  privilcgea*  withoat  imbibhig  \hit  pa^tipj  «0edi<m<t 
During  »  long  periods  bQmiTer«  the  remains  of  th«  aofioilt  mi- 
ftittttioQ>  aad  «fae  ioflueace  of  cuHobi  preftrved  the  4V9H9  ^ 
.^ome.    The  emperors,  though  perhaps  of  Afrtcpi  or  .lUyilMi' 
cxtra^ioD*  .lefpe^  their  adc|tt«d  wftmy,  u  th^  fftat  tft  thcv 
jpowei^  and  the  senter  of  their  extieiidive  dpAM^Qf »  ThP  eavt- 
gency  of  war  very  frequeatly  required  their  pije(qioe  on  the  ffonp- 
tiere^  bat  Diodetiaa  and  Mayiralan  were  die  firfi  I^onuua  pnocfi' 
who  fizeda  in  jdme  of  peacoi  their  oidinargr  reftdeace  in  the  pro^ 
vinoes ;  and  their  oondud>  however  Umight  befqggeitod  bypriTate 
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modici>  wu  jttftified  bjr  Tcrj  fpecious  confideradons  of  poUqr* 
JWrfi^   -The  court  of  the  emperor  of  the  Weft  "was,  for  the  moft  partf. 
'■eftablilhed  at  Mika»  whofe  fituation,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alp«»  ap- 
•peared  far  more  cooTcnient  thaa  that  of  Rome,  for  the  important 
•pnrpofe  of  watching  the  motions  of  the  barbarians  of  Germany. 
Milan  foon  afTumed  the  iplendour  of  an  imperial  city*   The  houfes 
are  defcribed  as  numerous  and  well  buih;  the  manners  of  the 
people  as  polifhed  and  liberal.    A  circus,  a  theatre,  a  mint,  a  palace, 
baths,  which  bore  the  name  of  their  founder  Maximian  ;  porticos 
adorned  with  ftatues,  and  a  double  circumference  of  walls,  con- 
tributed to  the  beauty  of  the  new  capital ;  nor  did  it  fecm  op- 
prcffed  even  by  the  proximity  of  Rome        To  rival  the  majefty 
of  Rome  was  the  ambition  likewife  of  Diocletian,  who  employed 
his  leifure,  and  the  wealth  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  embclIiOiment  of 
Nicomedia,  a  city  placed  on  the  verge  of  Europe  and  Afia,  almoft 
at  an  equal  diftancc  between  the  Danube  and  the  Euphrates,  By 
•the  tafte  of  the  monarch,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  people,  Ni- 
•comedia  acquired,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  a  degree  of  magnificence 
which  might  appear  to  have  required  the  labour  of  ages,  and  became 
inferior  only  to  Rome,  Alexandria,  and  Antioch,in  extent  or  populouf- 
nefs  *V  The  life  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian  was  a  life  of  adion,  and 
ft  confiderable  portkm  of  ic  was  fpent  in  camps,  or  in  their  long  and 
•ficqnent  marches  $  but  whenever  the  public  bufineft  allowed  them  any 
-fdaxatioo,  they  feem  to  have  retired  with  pleafore  to  tfaeirfttvourite  fe< 
^ideBoet  of  Nicomedia  and  Milan.  Till  Diocletian,  in  the  twentieth 
year     his  reign,  celebrated  lus  Roman  triumph,  it  is  cxiremdy 
doubtful  whether  he  ever  vifited  the  ancient  capita  of  die  empire. 
*£Tea  on  that  memorable  occafion  his  flay  did  not  exceed  two 
months.   Dilgufted  with  the  licentious  ^mitiarily  of  the  people^ 
lie  qitttted  Rome  with  precipitation  thirteen  days  before  it  was 
expected  that  he  fliould  have  appeared  in  die  ftnatet  invefled  with 
the  eiiiigni  of  the  confukr  dignity 
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.  The  diilike  expreffed  by  Diocletian  towards  Rome  and  Roman  Debaftawat 
medom>  was  not  the  efFed  of  momentary  caprice,  but  the  rclalt  of  the  fenate. 
of  the  mod  artful  policy.  That  crafty  prince  had  framed  a  new 
fyftem  of  imperial  govcrnipent,  which  was  afterwards  completed 
by  the  family  of  Conftantine,  and  as  the  image  of  the  old  con- 
ftitution  was  religioufly  prefcrved  in  the  fenate,  he  refc^lvcd  to 
deprive  that  order  of  its  fmall  remains  of  power  and  confideradon. 
We  may  recoUedl  about  eight  years  before  the  elevation  of  Dio- 
cletian, the  tranfient  greatnefs,  and  the  ambitious  hopes,  of  the 
Roman  fenate.  As  long  as  that  cnthufiafm  prevailed,  many  of  the 
nobles  imprudently  difplayed  their  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  freedom ; 
and  after  the  fuccelTors  of  Probus  had  withdrawn  their  countenance 
from  the  republican  party,  the  fcnators  were  unable  to  difguifc  their 
impotent  rcfentmcnt.  As  the  fovercign  of  Italy,  Maxlmian  was 
intruftcd  with  the  care  of  extinguifliing  this  troublefome,  rather 
than  dangerous,  fpirit,  and  the  talk  was  perfectly  fuited  to  his 
cruel  temper.  The  moft  illuftrious  members  of  the  fenate,  whooi 
Diocletian  always  aflieded  to  efteem,  were  involved,  by  his  col- 
league, in  the  accuiktion  of  imaginary  plots  ;  and  the  poflefllon  of 
an  elegant  villa,  or  a  wdl  cultivated  eftate,  was  interpreted  as  a 
convincing  evidence  of  guilt  The  camp  of  the  Praetorians, 
which  had  lo  long  opprelTed,  began  to  proted,  themajefty  of  Rome ; 
and  as  thofe  haughty  troops  were  confcious  of  the  decline  of  their 
power,  they  were  naturally  difpoled  to  unite  their  ftrength  with  the 
authority  of  the  fenate.  By  the  prudent  meafutes  of  Diocletian, 
die  numbers  of  the  Praetorians  were  inienfibly  reduced,  their  ^li- 
vileges  abolifhed  and  their  place  fupplied  by  two  faidiful  legions  Newbcdiet  of 
ef  niyricum,  who,  under  the  new  titles  of  Jovians  and  Herculians,  fnslMd 
were  apptunted  to  perform  the  fervice  of  the  imperial  guards*'. 
But  the  mdfc&tal  though  lecret  wound,  which  the  fenate  received 
fipotn  the  hands  of  Diocletian  and  Maximtan,  wait  inflicted  by  the  in- 
evitable operation  of  their  long  abfence.  As  long  as  the  emperors 
Vol.  L  B  d  d  refided 
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re(ided  atRome,  that  aflembly  might  be  oppreffcd,  but  it  could  fcarcely 
be  ncgleded.    The  fucceilors  of  Auguftus  exercifed  the  power  of  dic- 
tating whatever  laws  their  wiiidom  or  caprice  might  fuggeft ;  but  thofe 
laws  were  ratified  by  the  iaa^ioo  <^  tbe  Semvt,   The  model  of  an- 
deot  freedom  was  preferved  in  its  ^ISbentUMtt  and  decrees;  and  wife 
|irince»»  who  nSpeSbed  the  prejudices  of  the  Roman  people,  were  in 
ibme  meafme  obliged  to  afliime  the  language  and  behavlouf  fnitable  to 
the  genecal  and  firft  magiftrate  of  the  republic  In  the  armies  and  in 
the  provinces,  tbe^  diiplayed  the  dignity  of  monarchs}-  and  when 
dtey  fixed  thdr  relidence  at  a  diOanoe  from  the  capital,  fhef  for  ever 
Ittd  afide  the  diflimiilation  which  Auguftua  had  recommended  to  his 
fucceflbra.  In  the  ezerciie  of  the  legiflMive  as  well  as  of  the  execntiTe 
power,  the  fovereign  advifisd  with  his  minifleiii  tnftead  of  confniting 
the  great  ooimcil  of  the  nation.  The  name  of  the  fenate  was  men- 
tioned with  honour  till  the  laft  periodof  the  empire;  the  vanity  of 
its  mamberawas^l  flattered  wiith  honomry  diftin^iaa     but  the 
aflembly*  which  had  &>  long  been  the  Iburce,  and  fo  long  the  inllni- 
inent  oif  power*  was  refpeOfullj  foffefed  to  fink  uito  oUivioo. 
The  Ibiaie  of  Rome*  lofiag  oil  connexion  with  the  imperhd  court 
and  the  a£bual  confiitution,  was  left  a  veaprable  but  uidefk  monument 
of  antiquity  on  die  Cb|»toIioe  htll. 
Civil  magU       When  the  Roman  princes  had  loft  %ht  of  the  fehate  «nd  their 
SShT'^    ancient  capital,  they  eafily  forgot  the  origin  and  nature  of  their 
legal  power.    The  civil  offices  of  conful,  of  proconful,  of  ccnfi>r, 
and  of  tr^ne,  by  the  union  of  which  it  had  been  formed,  betmyed 
to  the  people  its  republican  extraiftioo.    Thofe  modcd  titles  were 
laid  afide  " ;  and  if  they  ftill  diftioguifhcd  their  high  ftation  by  the 
appdlation  of  Emperor,  or  Imperator,  that  word  was  underfiood 
in  a  new  and  more  dignified  fcnfc,  and  no  longer  denoted  the  gene- 
ral of  the  Roman  armies,  but  the  fovereign  of  the  Roman  world, 
Impcrialdig-  Tlic  name  of  Emperor,  which  was  at  firfl  of  a  military  nalure,  was 
liaet,         ^ociated  with  another  of  a  more  iervile  kind*   The  epithet  of 
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DoMiKUs,  or  Lord,  in  its  primittTC  fignificatioo,  was  expreffive» 

not  d  the  authority  of  a  prince  over  his  Iblgeds,  or  of  a  comman- 
der over  his  foldicrs,  but  of  the  defpotic  power  of  a  mafter  o?«r  his 
domeftic  flave«  '*.  Viewing  it  in  that  odious  light,  it  had  been  re- 
jedted  with  abhorrence  by  the  firft  Caelars.  Their  reHftance  infen- 
fibly  became  more  feeble,  and  the  name  Icfs  odious }  till  at  length 
tixe  ftylc  of  our  Lord  and  Emperor  was  not  only  beftowed  by  flat- 
tery, but  was  regularly  admitted  into  the  laws  and  public  monu-* 
ments.  Such  lofty  epithets  were  fufficient  to  elate  and  faiisfy  the 
moft  exceflive  vanity ;  and  if  the  fucceflbrs  of  Diocletian  ftill  de- 
clined the  title  of  King,  it  feems  to  have  been  the  effe<fl  not  fo  much 
of  their  moderation  as  of  their  delicacy.  Wherever  the  Latin 
tongue  was  in  ufe,  (and  it  was  the  language  of  government  through- 
out the  empire)  the  imperial  title,  as  it  was  peculiar  to  themfrlvcs, 
conveyed  a  more  refpedlable  idea  than  the  name  of  king,  which 
they  muft  have  (hared  with  an  hundred  barbarian  chieftains ;  or 
which,  at  the  beft,  they  could  derive  only  from  Romulus  or  from 
Tarquin.  But  the  fentimcntt  of  the  Eaft  were  very  different  from 
thofe  of  the  Weft.  From  the  esriieft  period  of  hiftory,  the  fove- 
rcigns  of  Afia  had  been  celebrated  in  the  Greek  language  by  the 
title  of  Basileus,  or  King;  and  fince  it  wts  confidered  as  the 
firft  diftindion  among  men,  it  "was  foon  employed  by  the  fervile 
provincials  of  the  Eaft  in  their  humble  addrefles  to  the  Roman 
throne  Even  the  attribates*  or  at  letft  thettdes  of  the  Divinity, 
were  ufurped  by  Diocleiisn  and  Maximian,  who  tranfinitted  them 
to  a  fucceifion  of  Ghriftian  emperors  Such  extravagant  compli> 
ments,  however,  foon  lofe  Adr  impiety  by  lofing  their  meaning ; 
and  when  the  ear  ts  once  accuftcMned  to  the  found,  they  are'  heard 
with  indifference  as  vague  though  ezc^ve  profeflbns  of  refpea. 
From  the  time  of  Auguftus  to  that  of  IXocIetian,  die  Roman  i>^«^i'i>*oir- 

*  fwineiilwdia* 

princes*  oonverfing  in  a  familiar  manner  among  their  fellow-citi-  dta,nA\m. 
sens,  were  Jiluted  only  with  the  lame  refpeft  that  was  ufually  paid  Ptrbacm. 
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to  fcnatora  and  magiflratcs.  Their  principal  diftind,ion  was  the 
imperial  or  military  robe  of  purple;  whilll  the  fenatorial  gar- 
ment was  marked  by  a  broad,  and  the  equeflrian  by  a  narrow,  band 
or  (iripe  of  the  fame  honourable  coLjiir.  The  pride,  or  rather  the 
policy,  of  Diocletian,  engaged  that  artful  prince  to  introduce  the 
flately  magnificence  of  the  court  of  Perfia  He  Tentiired  to 
aflume  the  diadem,  an  ornament  detefted  by  the  RomanB  as  the 
odious  enfign  of  royalty,  and  the  ufe  of  which  had  been  oonfidexed 
as  the  moft  defperate  adk  of  the  madneis  of  Caligula.  It  was  no 
more  than  a  broad  white  fillet  fee  with  pearls,  which  endrded  the 
emperorVhead.  The  fumptuous  robes  of  Diodetiao  and  his  fuc- 
ceflors  were  of  filk  and  gold ;  and  it  as^smarked  with  indignationt 
that  eyen  their  Iboes  were  fiudded  with  the  moft  precious  gems. 
.The  aoeefs  to  their  iacred  perlba  was  every  day  rendered  more  diffi- 
.cul(»  by  die  inflitutioa  of  new  forms  and  ceremonies.  The  ave- 
nues of  the'  palace  were  flriOly  guarded  by  the  various  ^i&oo/r,  as 
they  h^gan  to  be  called*  of  domeftic  officers.  The  interior  a|Mut- 
ments  were  intrufied  to  the  jealous  vigilance  of  the  eunudis ;  the  in.- 
creafis  of  wlu>fe  numbers  and  inftuence  was  the  moft  infallible  fymp- 
'  torn  of  the  progreis  of  defpotifin.  When  a  fiibjeft  was  at  length 
admitted  to  the  imperial  preience,  he  was  obligedi  whatever  might 
be  his  rank,  to  fall  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and  to  adore,  accord- 
ing to  the  eaftern  faftiion,  the  divinity  of  his  lord  and  mafter  '**• 
Diocletian  was  a  man  of  fcnfe,  who  in  the  courfe  of  private  as  wellas 
public  lifie  had  formed  a  juft  eftimatc  both  of  himfdf  and  of  man- 
kind :  nor  is  it  eafy  to  concdve>  that  in  fubdituting  the  manners  of 
Perfia  to  thofe  of  Rome,  he  was  ferioufly  aduated  by  fo  mean  a  prin- 
ciple as  that  of  vanity.  He  flattered  himfdf,  that  an  oilentation  of 
fplendor  and  luxury,  would  fubdue  the  imagination  of  the  multi- 
tude ;  that  the  monarch  would  be  lefs  cxpofed  to  the  rude  licence 
of  the  people  and  the  foldicrs,  as  his  perfon  was  fecludcd  from  the 
pub]ic  view  >  and  that  habits  of  fubauiTion  would  inlcnlibly  be  pro- 
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(li:aivc  of  fcntimcnts  of  veneration.  Like  the  modefty  aflfeded 
by  Auguftus,  the  (late  maintained  by  Diocletian  vras  a  thea- 
trical reprcfcniation  5  but  it  mufl  be  confefled,  that  of  the  two 
comedies,  the  former  was  of  a  much  more  liberal  and  manly 
charatfler  than  the  latter.  It  was  the  aim  of  the  one  to  difguife, 
and  the  objed  of  the  other  to  difplay,  the  unbomided  power  which 
the  emperors  poflTeflTed  over  the  Roman  world. 

Oftcntaiion  was  the  firft  principle  of  the  new  fyftem  inftitutcd  by  ^/^fofmof 
Diocletian.    The  fecond  was  divifion.    Tic  divided  the  empirCi  the  '"l  t*o 

.  ...  Augufti.rtd 

provinces,  and  every  branch  of  the  cvvil  as  well  as  military  admi-  twoCidlan. 
niftration.  He  multiplied  the  wheels  of  the  machine  of  govern- 
ment, and  rendered  its  operations  Icfs  rapid  but  more  fecure. 
Whatever  advantages,  and  whatever  defcds  might  attend  ihefe 
innovations,  they  mufl  be  afcribed  in  a  very  great  degree  to  the 
firft  inventor  ;  but  as  the  new  frame  of  policy  was  gradually 
improved  and  completed  by  Aiccccding  princes,  it  will  be  more 
fatisfaQory  to  delay  the  confidcration  of  it  till  the  feafon  of  its  full 
maturity  and  perfedion  Ileferving,  therefore,  for  the  reign  of 
Conftantine  a  more  exact  picture  of  the  new  empire,  we  (hall  con- 
tent ourfclves  with  dcfcribing  the  principal  and  dccifivc  outline,  a» 
it  was  traced  by  the  hand  of  Diocletian.  He  had  aflbciated  three 
colleagues  in  the  eKercife  of  the  fupreme  power ;  and  as  he  was 
convinced  that  the  abilitiet  of  a  Tingle  man  were  inadequate  to  the 
public  defence,  he  confidered  the  joint  adminiftration  of  four  princes 
not  as  a  temporary  expedient,  but  as  a  fiindamentil  law  of  the  con« 
ititution.  It  was  his  intentimif  that  the  two  elder  princes  (houlcl 
be  diftinguilhed  by  die  11ft  of  the  diadem,  and  die  tide  of  Angufii  t 
that,  as  affedion  or  efteem  might  direft  that  choice,  they  Ihould 
regularly  call  to  their  affiftance  two  fubordinate  colleagues;  and 
diat  the  Otfars,  rifing  in  their  turn  to  the  firft  rank,  fliould  fuppl^ 
an  uninterrupted  fncceflion'  of  emperors.  The  empire  was  divided 
into  four  parts.  The  £aft  and  Italy  were  the  moft  hooourable,  die 
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Danube  and  the  Rhioe  the  mod  laborious  ftationt.   The  former 

daimed  the  prefence  of  the  Augujliy  the  latter  were  entrufted  lo  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Qefaru  The  firength  of  the  legions  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  four  partners  of  foverelgnty,  and  the  defpair  of 
iiicceflively  vanquiOiing  four  formidable  rivalsj  might  intimidate 
the  ambition  of  an  afptring  general.  In  their  civil  govemment,  the 
cmpeion  were  fuppofed  to  exerdfe  the  undivided  power  of  the 
monarchyt  and  their  ediftst  infcribed  with  their  common  names* 
,  were  received  in  all  the  provinces  i  as  promulgated  by  their  muttial 

councils  and  authority.  Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions,  the  po- 
litical union  of  the  Roman  world  was  gradually  diflblved,  and  a 
principle  of  divifion  was  introduced)  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  occaliooed  the  perpetual  feparation  the  eaftem  and  weftera 
empires. 

Inavafeof  The  fyftcm  of  Diocletian  was  accompanied  with  another  very 
material  difadvantage,  which  cannot  even  at  prcfent  be  totally  over- 
looked ;  a  more  cxpeniivc  eftahlifliment,  and  confcqucntly  an  in- 
creafc  of  taxes,  and  the  opprcfllon  of  the  people.  Inftead  of  a 
modeft  family  of  flaves  and  frecdinen,  fuch  as  had  contented  the 
fimple  greatnefs  of  Auguftus  and  Trajan,  three  or  four  magnificent 
courts  were  eftabliHicd  in  the  various  parts  of  the  empire,  and  as 
many  Roman  kings  contended  with  each  other  and  with  the  Perfiati 
monarch  for  the  vain  fupcriority  of  pomp  and  luxury.  The  num- 
ber of  minifters,  of  magiftrates,  of  ofiicers,  and  of  fcrvants,  who 
filled  the  different  departments  of  the  ftate,  was  multiplied  beyond 
the  example  of  former  times ;  and  if  we  borrow  the  warm 
cxpreffion  of  a  contemporary,  "  when  the  proportion  of  thofe 
<*  who  received,  exceeded  the  proportion  of  tboie  who  contri* 
buted,  the  provinces  were  oppreflTed  by  the  weight  of  tii* 
*(  butes  '^•'*  From  tbb  period  to  the  ezti&£U«m  of  the  empire,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  form  a  feriea  of  clamours  and  complaints.  Ac- 
cordiDg  to  his  rdigbn  and  fitoationy  each  writer  d^ufts  other  Dio- 
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detian,  or  OonftagtinCj  or  V«)ens,  or  Hieodofim,  fer  the  d^ed  of 
Ilia  invfdiTet;  Imt-tbej  rnianimnufly  agree  ia  reprefenting  the  hitr- 
.  den  of  the  public  impofitioiit*  and  particularly  the  hMld-tax  and 
cafntation,  aa  the  inurferable  and  iocfeafing  grievance  of  their  own 
times.  From  inch  a  oooairreocet  an  impartial  hiftoriaoi  who  it 
obliged  to  axniQL  trudi  fiom  fatire  as  well  as  firom  panegyric,  will 
be  inclined  to  divide  the  blame  among  the  princes  whom  they  ac^ 
cufe,  and  to  aicribe  their  eza£tiona  much  lels  to  their  perlbna]  vices^ 
than  to  the  uniform  fyfiem  of  their  admini^lration*  The  empoor 
Diocletian  was  indeed  the  authoi:  of  that  fyfiem ;  but  duxiog  his 
reign,  the  grovnng  evil  was  confined  within  the  bounds  of  modefiy 
and  dilcretion,  and  he  deferves  die  reproach  of  eftahlifiuog  pemir 
dous  precedents,  rather  than  of  ezercifing  adual  oppreffion  It 
may  be  added,  that  lus  revenues  were  managed  with  prudent  obco- 
nomy}  and  that  after  all  the  current  expenoes  were  difi:bazged» 
there  lUU  remained  in  the  imperial  tteafury  an  ampb  provifiqa  ^ 
ther  for  judicious  liberality  or  for  any  emergency  of  the  (la^e. 

It  was  in  the  twenty-iirfl  year  of  his  idgo  that  Diocletian  eafif  A'  Jicatio^of 
CUted  lus  memori!)le  rcToIution  of  abdicating  the  empire ;  an  afiion  and 
more  naturally  to  have  been  expeded  from  the  elder  or  the  younger 
Antoninus,  than  from  a  prince  who  had  never  pradifed  the  Ie0oas 
of  philofophy  either  in  the  attainment  or  in  the  ufc  of  fupremc 
power.    Diocletian  acquired  the  glory  of  giving  to  the  world  th^ 
firft  example  of  a  refignaiioa which  has  not  been  very  fre^- 
quently  imitated  by  fucceeding  monarchs.    The  parallel  of  Charles  R^emUhac* 
the  Fifth,  however,  will  naturally  offer  itfelf  to  our  mind,  not  only  luy^n^ 
fince  the  eloquence  of  a  modern  hiftorian  has  rendered  that  name 
fo  familiar  to  an  EngU(h  reader,  but  from  the  very  ftriking  refem* 
blance  between  the  cliaractcrs  of  the  two  emperors,  whofe  political 
abilities  were  fupcrlor  to  their  military  genius,  and  whofe  fpecious 
•virtues  were  much  Icfs  the  effcifl  of  nature  than  of  ajrt.    The  abdi- 
cauoa  of  Charles  appcajrs  to  have  been  haAcncd  by  the  viciflitude 
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of  fortune,  and  the  dirappointment  of  tus  laTOurite  fchemes  urged 
liim  to  reUnquilh  a  power  which  he  found  inadequate  to  hit  am- 
bition.  Bat  the  reign  of  IXocIetian  had  flowed  with  a  tide  of  uoia- 
temipted  fuccefs ;  nor  was  it  till  after  he  had  vanquished  all  hh 
enemies,  and  accompliihed  all  his  defigns,  dut  he  feems  to  have 
entertained  any  ferious  thoughu  of  refigning  the  empire.  Neithdr 
Charles  nor  IXodetian  were  arrived  at  a  very  advanced  period  of 
life ;  fince  the  one  was  only  fifty-five*  and  the  other  was  no  more 
than  fifty-nine  years  of  ages  but  the  aftive  life  of  thofe  princes, 
.their  wars  and  journies,  the  cares  of  royalty,  and  th^ir  application 
to  bufinefs,  had  already  impaired  their  conftitution»  and  brought  on 
A.  "^  .i^j-^    the  infirmities  of  a  premature  old  age 

of  Diociaihii.  -  *  Notwithftandiog  the  feverity  of  a  very  cold  and  rainy  winter,  Dio* 
cletian  left  Italy  Ibon  after  the  ceremony  of  his  triumph,  and  began  his 
progrefs  towards  theEaft  roimd  the  circuit  of  the  lUyrian  provinces. 
¥rom  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  journey, 
he  ibon  contraOed  a  flow  illnefi ;  and  thougbhemadecafy  marches, 
and  was  ^generally  carried  in  a  dofe  litter,  his  diibrder,  before  he  ar- 
rived at  Nicomedia,  about  the  end  of  the  fummer,  was  berome  very 
ferious  and  alarming.   During  the  whole  winter  he  was  confined  to 
his  palace  ;  his  danger  infpired  a  general  and  unaifc^fled  concesa; 
but  the  people  could  only  judge  of  the  various  alterations  of  his 
health,  from  the  joy  or  conflernation  which  they  difcovered  in  the 
countenances  and  behaviour  of  his  courtiers.  The  rumour  of  his  death 
was  for  fomc  time  univerfally  believed,  and  it  was  fuppofed  to  be 
,  concealed,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  troubles  that  might  have  hap- 
pened during  the  abfcncc  of  the  Ctfar  Galerius.   At  length,  however, 
on  the  firil  of  March,  Diocletian  once  more  appeared  in  public,  but  fo 
pale  and  emaciated,  that  he  could  fcarcely  have  been  rccognifed  by 
Bitprudcnce*  thofe  to  whom  his  pcrfon  was  the  moft  familiar.    It  was  time  to 
put  an  end  to  the  painful  ftruggle,  which  he  had  fuRained  during 
more  thou  a  year  between  the  care  of  his  health  and  that  of  his 
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dignity.  The  former  required  indulgence  and  relaxation,  the  latter 
compelled  him  to  dlreft,  from  the  bed  of  fickncfs,  the  adminiftration 
of  a  great  empire.  He  rcfolved  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  honourable  repofe,  to  place  his  glory  beyond  the  reach  of 
fortune,  and  to  relinquifh  the  theatre  of  the  world  to  his  younger 
and  more  aQlve  affociates 

The  ceremony  of  his  abdication  was  performed  in  a  fpaclous 
plain,  about  three  miles  from  Nicomedia,    The  emperor  afcendcd  a 
lofty  throne,  and  in  a  fpecch,  full  of  rcafon  and  dignity,  declared  his 
intention,  both  to  the  people  and  to  the  foldiers  who  were  afTemblcd 
on  this  extraordinary  occafion.   As  foon  as  he  had  diverted  himfelf  of  ^"P"  i^i* 
the  purple,  he  withdrew  from  the  gazing  multitude  ;  and  traverfing 
the  city  in  a  covered  chariot,  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  the  favourite 
retirement  whidi  he  bad  duoka  in  hit  native  country  of  Dalmatia. 
On  the  fame  day,  which  wai  the  firft  of  May Maximian,  as  it  had 
been  previoufly  oooeerted,  made  bit  refignation  of  the  imperial 
dignity  at  Milan.  Even  in  the  il|ilendoar  of  the  Roman  triumph,  Con'pi'fooe 
Diodetiaa  had  meditated  bit  defign  of  abdicating  the  government. 
Ai  be  vriihed  to  lecure  the  obedience  of  Maximian*  be  ezaded  from 
bun  either  a  general  affiiranoe  that  be  would  fabmitbtt  adioni  to  the 
authority  of  hit  benefaOor,  or  a'  particnhr  piomile  that  he  would 
defcend  fiom  the  throne,  whenever,  be  Ihould  receive  the  advice 
and  tbe  example.  Thit  engagement,  though  it  wat  confirmed 
by  the  Iblemnity  of  an  oath  before- iJxe  altar  of  the  Capitoline 
Jupiter      would  have  proved  a  fteble  reftraint  on  the  fierce  "tem- 
per of  Maximian,  whofe  paffion  wat  die  love  c£  power,  and  who 
ndther  defired  prefent  tranquillity  nor  future  reputation.  But 
unable  in  one  moment  to  furmount  the  habitt  of  twenty  yeart, 
he  fttbmttted,  however  reludantly,  to  the  afoendant^  which  hit 
wiler  colleague  bad  acquired  over  him,  and  retired,  immediately 
after  bit  abdication,  to  a  viUa  in  Lucania,  where  it  wat  almoft  im- 
VoL.  t  £  e  e  poffiUe 


Digitized  by  Google 


3^  THE  DSCtlNI^  AND  FALL 

polBble  that  (uch  4A  unpatieot  rjpkit.  (SOuUl  find,  aay  UHng  tmii* 

Retinant  Dipqlet'ianu  vho,.  fftm  a  lecvUc  «U8ui»  haA  tailed  himG^  ta  tlw 
atSaloiu.     throoe>  pafled  the  oiae  Uft  jears  of  hit  Uie  io  »  private  cooditlos. 

SjsdPA  h»i  cootoit  fims.jtD.  bete  MiQB»9aAi«L  his 

retreat,  in  wlucli  lie  enjoyed  for  a  long  <im  irifift  «C  tMr 
l^rum  ti>  «hcuBi  bit  bjul  cefigQcd  the  poftffina  cf  iM^  wqillll 
It  w  ftUoqpi.  fbRtnMe,  lo«s  CKfiieiled  in  bofin^ 
W  babitt  oC  «QoiwnfiQg  vitk  tbemf^ves,  «ad.  in.  tbc  ]ol»  of  fvim 
tb^  V«od9«Uy  nST^ct  tbc  wam  of  occupation.  Tbie  vnvbmm 
4if  knm  aoA  «iif  dctrotion,.  vbidb  affcwl  £>  aMmf  rfffennnim  ia 
^lUlmb^  wQoe  imyiaaWrt.  of  fixing,  the  attention  of  INiMlatiaai$ 
bnt.  bfi  ba4  ijirefemd^  or  at  Icaft.  be..iboa  ieeovcr«d.  tkVtSk  fte. 
tosA  ionoooit.  aa^  veil  a*,  natwal,  fkfSwett  and'  bia  UiTurt  boom 
V«ieJi}iEofln|^  avetoyced  in  biaildklgf  plantiogb  and  gnadama^ 
||f|t«nfw«,i0'Maj3aDMA.ia.defervedly,cda^  His  wa^iiiliciiwl 
hj,  lint.  reSleft.  oldw)  to.  icaflfane  the  reim  of  goKtnuaent  anA 
^isailfadal  (wplc^  He-  rejcftad  tbft  temptation  ^itthr'».  finik  ctf 
(itjE^aabnljtobfierwoj^  tliaf  if  bt  oouU  Qtem  ManMniaoe  tiiQ:eal^ 
iMgea.  vbidi,  be  bad.  siaoted.  with.  bia.  onn.  banda.  at  Sabma,  br. 
Iboidd  no  bwiger be  nEged  to  neUaqptflkthe  enjo^nt  of  ha9fiiie&. 
iB)C  tbe  pusfiiit'of  poagei:  V  la  his  conyeriadoiu  withr  bia  ^Mndi^ 
be.  ias^iBttif  uStnomhimedt  that  of  all  arts,  the  moft.  difficult  wan 
Ul^aiifcofiteig^ng ;  and  he  exprefledbimfelf  on  that  favourite  topw; 
^rilb  a.  degnce  of  wiuinUi  which  could  be  the  refult  only  of  es- 
Bcrience.  '*  How  often,  waa  he  accuAomed  to  fajr,  is  it  the  intereft 
*•  of  four  or  five  miniftcra  to  combine  together  to  deceive  their 
fovereign*  Secluded  from  mankind  by  his  exalted  dignity,  the 
"  truth  ia  concealed  from  his  knowledge;  he  can  fee  only  with 
"  their  eyes,  he  hears  nothing  but  their  mifreprefcntations.  He 
^  cpofers  thi;,  moft  iiD|iQrtaQto£Qe&- upon.  vice,  aad  wcakncfs,  and 

diigfaeea 

i 


i^  kju.^cd  by  Google 


OP  THE  AOMAN  SMPIRE.  -  zf5 


*'  difgfnces  the  moft  virtuous  and  capable  among  his  fubjeds. 

By  luch  infamous  arts,  added  Diocletian,  the  bdl  and  wifeft 
**  princes  are  fold  to  the  venal  corruption  of  their  courtiers 
A  juft  eftimate  of  greatnefs,  and  the  aflurance  of  immortal  fame, 
improve  our  relifh  for  the  plcafures  of  retirement  ;  but  the  Roman 
emperor  had  filled  too  important  a  charader  in  the  world,  to  enjoy 
without  allay  the  comforts  and  fccurity  of  a  private  condition. 
It  was  impofTible  that  he  could  remain  ignorant  of  the  troubles 
which  affli<ilcd  the  empire  after  his  abdicatioa.  It  was  impoffibic 
that  he  could  be  mdiffcrcnt  to  their  confequcnces.  Fear,  forrow,  and 
di&onteat,  fometimes  piirAied  him  into  iSbc  folitude  of  Salona. 
Hit  teaAaaeCh  or  -at  UtA  liU  pride,  iras  decf^y  wounded  by  the 
susfbrtinM  of  kU  Affile  aad  daughter  j  aad  die  Ml  of 

tke  fiift  «MlKv<if  4lMir4iwii  tbr!tBO&  A  re{x>rt,  though  cf  a  very  mOttA, 
dtdKfol  UNHC*  lu»  nached  ear  cSflMi,  that  he  pntdently  vrl^^  '^'^ 
lumj^fioin  thdr  power  hy  a  volantary  death 

Bdan  yn  dSfinift  dM  eoafideration  of  Ae  life  and  chait Aer  of  Ddaifeomti 
ISMefSma,  «e  aiay*  for  a  momant,  ducAoor  ticw  to  die  phce  of 


it  ffedremeoa.  Saloaa,  a  principal  city  of  his  iiaiive  province  of 
Bilmada,  near  tuo  bimdfed  Itoaiaii  anlei  (aooording  to  the 
neafiarcaeat  af  the  pridic  hsghflfiyt]  fnoi  Afuileia  and  the  con* 
fiact  of  ItfSj,  and  aboottwo  handled  and  tefensf  fnm  Siraunn^ 
tiK  xi&al  rdideoce  of  the  •enperorBa  whenever  Haj  vifited  the 
ISyiun  frontier  A  anferable  vflfage  ftill  praTerves  the  name  of 
Salona,  hut  fi>  late  M.diefiKleettth  «entnfy>  thfrremaSm  of  a  dicatre, 
and  a  confeiod  proTpeft  of  broken  ardict  and  marble  cdtnnns.  oon- . 
dnued  to  attcft  its  ancient  Q)lcndour  About  fix  or  feven  miles 
from  the  city,  Diocletian  «onftru€ted  a  magnificenT  palace*  and 
vpe  may  infer  from  the  greatnefs  of  tlic  vrork,  how  long  he  had* 
snediiacod  his  dcfign  of  abdicating  the  empire.  The  chdce  of  a 
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fpot  which  uuited  all  that  could  contribute  either  to  hemlth  or  tdk 
luxury,  did  not  require  the  partiality  of  a  naAtt,   *^  The  fcnl  wai. 

dry  and  fertile,  the  air  is  pure  and  whfikl<»De»  aod  though  ex- 
^  tiemdy  hot  doring  die  iwniner  mootht^  tlua  couniry  £eldoa 
**  feds  thofis  ft^try  and  nosioiis  winds,  to  ivhkh  the  ooeft  of 

Iftria  and  iome  ptrts  of  Italy  ure  espofed.  The  views  fnm 

V  the  pahce  are  no  lefa  beautiful  than  the  finl  and  dinute  was  in- 
<*  Titing.  Towards  the  weft  lies  the  fertile  fhore  that  flvetdiea 
**  doDg  die  Kadriatic*  in  which  a  number  of  faull-  ilfamds  are 

V  Icatteied  in  fudi.a  manner*  as  to  give  thia  part  of  the  ica  the 
appearance  of  a  great  lake.  Qn  the  north  fide  lies  the  bay». 
which  led  tt>  the  ancient  dty  of  Salonai  and  the  country  be* 

^  yood  it»  appearing  in  fight*  focms  &  proper  oooliaftL  to-  that 

V  more  o^tenfive  p«o^e6l  of  water*  which  the  Hadriaide  prefenta 
both  to  the  Ibothand  t(>  the  eaft;  Towards  the  north,  the  view- 
is  terminated  by  high  an4  irregular  mountuns*  fituated  at  ai 
proper  diftanoe^  and»  ia  many  places,  covend  with,  villages*.' 

"  woods,  and  vineyards  "V* 
te^p^ee.      Though  Confbntine^  from  a.  very  obvious  prgudicei  afie^s  to< 
mention  the  palace  of  Diocletian  with  contempt      yet  one  of  their 
fucceflbrs,  who  could,  only  fee  it  in  a  negleded  and  mutilated  ftate,. 
celebrates  its  magnlBcence  in  terms  of  the  higheft  admiration  It 
covered  an  extent  of  ground  confiding  of  between  nine  and  ten  £ng«- 
li(h  acres.  The  form  was  quadrangular^  flanked  with  fixteen  towers*. 
Two  of  the  fides  were  near  fix  hundred,  and  the  other  two  near  feven 
hundred  feet  in  length.    1  he  whole  was  conHrudled  of  a  beautiful 
free-ftone,  extracted  from  the  neighbouring  quarries  of  Tiau  or 
Tragutium,  and  very  little  inferior  to  marble  itfclf.    Four  ftreets» 
interfcding  each  other  at  right  angles,  divided  the  fevcral  parts  of 
■    this  great  edifice,   and  the  approach  to  tlie  principal  apartment 
was  from  a  (lately  entrance,  which  is  ftill  denominated  the  Gulden 
gate.   The  approach  was  (ermiiuted  by  a  ^rifiylium  of  granite 
«  columost. 
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columnSi  on  one  fide  of  which  we  difcovcr  the  fquare  temple  of 
^fculapins,  on  the  other  the  odlagon  temple  of  Japiter.  The 
latter  of  thofe  deities  Diocletian  revered  as  the  patron  of  his  for- 
tunes, the  former  as  the  proteftor  of  his  health.  By  comparing 
the  prefent  remains  with  the  precepts  of  Vitruvius,  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  building,  the  baths,  bedchamber,  the  atrium,  the  b.^filiait 
and  the  Cyy.icene,  Ccrinthian,  and  Egyptian  halls,  have  been 
defcribed  with  fomc  degree  of  precifion,  or  at  lead  of  probability. 
Their  forms  were  various,  their  proportions  juft,  but  they  were 
all  attended  with  two  imperfcdlions,  very  repugnant  to  our  modern 
notions  of  tafte  and  conveniency.  Thefe  (lately  rooms  had 
neither  windows  nor  chimnies.  They  were  lighted  from  the 
top  (for  the  building  ieems  to  bave  oonfified  of  no  more  than  one 
ftory),  and  they  wt&ftA.  their  liett  hf  the  help  of  pipes  that  were 
oooveyed  aloog  tlie  wallt;  The  range  of  principal  apartmentr 
was  proteQed  toward*  the  ioath  weft,  by  a  portico  five  hondred  and' 
fcTcnteen  feet  long,  which  muft  have  fermed  t  very  noUe  and* 
delightful  walk,  when  the  beauties  of  pamting  and  fiulptnra  were* 
added  to  thofe  of  ^  profped. 

Had  diis  magnificent  edifice  remained  in  a  ibCtary  country,  it 
would  hanre  been  acpo(ed  to  the  raTagea  of  time ;  but  if  might,  per-> 
hapt,  have  eftaped  the  rapadoua  induftry  of  man.  The  Tillage  of 
Afpalatfaius  and  long  afterwards  the  pRmndal  town  of  SpaUtro^. 
have  grown  out  of  its  ruins.  The  golden  gate  now  opens  inter 
the  market  place*  St.  John  the  Baptift  has  ulbrped  iht  honours  of ' 
^fculapius;  and  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  under  the  protedibn  of  the 
Virgin,  h  converted  into  the  cathedral  church.  For  this  account 
.  of  Diocletiao*a  palace,  we  are  principally  indebted  to  an  ingenious 

artift  of  our  own  time  and  country,  whom  a  very  liberal  curiofity  car-  Dedinetjir 
ned  into  the  heart  of  Dalmatia      But  there  is  room  to  fufpea  that  ^  *^ 
the  elegance  of  his  dcfigns  and  engraving  has  fomewhat  flattered 
the  objeds  which  it  was  their  purpofe  to  reprefent.    We  are  in*- 
fccmed  by  a.  moce  recent  and  very  judicious  traveUert  Uutt  the  awful 
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ftttns  of  Spalatro  are  not  lefs  exprefllve  of  the  decline  of  the  art*, 
than  of  the  greatncfs  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  time  of  Diocle- 
tian      If  fuch  was  indeed  the  liate  of  architedure^  we  muft  na- 
turally bdieve  that  painting  and  fculptuze  had  esperienood  a  ftUl 
more  ieafible  decay.   The  pra£tioe  of  arctutedore  aa  dke6fcedbf  '« 
few  ^endra}  and  even  mephanieal  nilea.  But  fimlptuve*  ami  abow 
all,  painting,  propofe  to  tbemlelyes  die  laulatkm  not  00I7  of  the 
.  forma  of  namre,  but  of  the  charadersaad  pafllona  «f  -theiwniMa 
foul.  In  thofe  fubUme  arts,  the  dexterity  of  the  hand  aa  of  little 
avails  viakfa  it  is  animated  by  fancy,  and  guided  1^  the  moftcoiy 
se6k  tafie  and  bbfervaupo. 
orktMi.       It  ip  almoft  unneceflary  to  fleaarl^  that  the  civil  dJAiafiiMtt  of 
the  empircb  the  licenie  of  theibldien*  the  inroads  of  the  baihaa«- 
ans,  and  theprogiels  of  4efpoti&i«  had  pteved  very  oniiNDunUe 
to  jienius  and  evcn  to  lesfniag.  The  fucoeffien  ef  BIynan  prinoB 
sefioned  th^  onfifCt  without  KBpnag  the  frieasia.  Their  mali*- 
•tary  educa^on  was  not-calouIate4  to.  inlpire  ihem «f th  Ae  love «f 
letters }  and  even  the  nokd  of  Diooletiao^  however  aAive  *ad 
capacious  in  bufinefs,  was  totally  unmformed  by  ftudy  er  fpeeH- 
latino*   The  profeflions  of  law  and  phyfic  are  of  fuch  common 
ule  and  certain  profit,  that  they  will  always  fecure  a  fiifficient 
number  of  pra£titioner£,  endowed  with  a  ffe|£i4Slbk  degree  of  abiit- 
ties  and  knowledge-}  but  it  does  not  fppear  that  the  ftodents  in 
t^oie  two  fiijculties  appeal  to  any  celebrated  maflers  who  flonri&ed 
vcithin  that  period.    The  voice  of  poetry  was  fdent.    Hiftory  was 
redfuccd  to  dry  and  confufcd  abridgments^  aiiloe  deflitute  of  amuia* 
meat  and  indrudion.    A  languid  and  aifcded  doquepoe  was  ftiU 
retained  in  the  pay  and  fervice  of  the  emperors,  who  eocounged 
not  any  arts  except  thofc  which  contributed  to  ihc  gvatafication  of 
tbcir  pride,  or  the  defence  of  their  power 
TheiiMrPlA*     The  declining  age  of  leai-ning  and  of  mankind,  is  mariKdIi 
'™^'"*      however,  by  the  rife  and  rapid  progrcfs  of  the  new  Platoatcians. 

Thfi  khool  of  A^4UM>dfU  iilenced  thok  q£  Aiheas  j  and  the  ancient 

feOs 


Digitized  by  Google 


fe<fls  enrolled  themfelves  under  the  banners  of  the  more  fafhionable 
teachers,  who  recommended  their  fyftcm  by  a  new  method,  and  by 
their  manners.    Several  of  thcfe  nraflers,  Ammonius,  Plotinus,  Ame- 
lias, and  Porphyry  "\wcrc  men  of  profound  thought  and  intcnfe  ap- 
pHcation  J  but  by  miftaldng  the  true  objed  of  philol'ophy,  their  la- 
bours contributed  much  Icfe  to  iaifirove  than  to  corrupt  the  human 
undcrflanding.     The  knowledge  that  is  fuitcd  to  our  fituation  and 
powers,  the  whole  compafs  of  moral,  natural,  and  mathematical  fcience, 
was  negleded  by  the  new  FTiCmicianB  ;  wfailft  they  exhauflcd  their 
flreugth  in  the  verbal  ^^fpuMs  o^'  msta^yiicsi  attempted  to  explore 
dieiecrett  of  the  invifible  woddy.  jMB(d|ifai(ffiAd*t»f«aoiiak  AriAotle 
^th  Plato,  on  fubjeda  of  whkh  Both  tiieie  philolbphert  were  as 
igooiaift  a*  die  xeft  of  nuuriuidw  Gonfiimiag  thar«tefi>ii'  £»  thde 
deep  but  nofubftaatial  moditatioaiii  lime  mkil*  wcac-  expbfed  to 
Ulufaonsaf  fiucf.  The3FflirtMicd>then&lTttthatili^pofleflbil  ti^r 
fenet  of  difengag^og  the  ibutfioHi  ifea  oocjjKMtaiipriibat;*  dalmed  » 
liunilMr  mtcMPWfe  Widi  diwrmi  mdifpirita,  and^  hy^a  vwy  fingidar 
xcvolutkiBr  flODMMtd  tha  ftndir-of  philafcpliy  into,  that  of  aagicii 
The  aaeifiot-.  Agfa  had  daaidad  tiie  popufar  fiiperllitioii^  after  diP> 
gulfing,  in  estnmiganae  by  thft  thiii  pntenoe  o&  alfegpf^s  tho  dilV 
dplea  of  PlotiAuit  and'  PoEpliycy  honmv  itt  moft  aeilMn  defendoib 
As  theya^oed'HitlitheCfasiftiaM  hi  a  tern  myflnrioiis- pointi  of- 
fuAf.  tbry  atttckedithe  randndar  oif  fSuar.  dMt^Qgpaal  (yUeni- with 
all  the  fi»y  of  eml'  war.  The  neir  natooadansr  wtwld  fturoelf  de> 
lerve  a  place  in  the  hillory  of  ioence»bat  in  that  of  the  dnud^  dto 
mottiQai  of  tfasn  wilL  wry  fieqiiently  ooGorr 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

.  Jrouhles  offer  the  abdication  of  Diocletian. — Death  of 
Conftantim^^^EUvation  of  Conflantine  and  Maxentim, 
'•^uc  Emferwi  at  the  fame  timt, — D^b  of  Max^ 
immn  and  Gakrm^-^iSpna  of  Confianiine  voer 
Maxentius  and  Licinius. — Be-union  of  the  Empire 
under  the  authority  of  Qonflantine* 

Period  of  civil  r*!^  H  E  balance  of  power  eftabliihed  by  Diocletian  fubfifted  no 
fliion?'*^  longer  than  while  it  was  fuftaiaed  by  the  firm  and  dexterous 

A.  D.se5—  of  ^  fisunder.  It  lequired  fueh  a  fortunate  mixture  of 
different  tempers  and  abilitiett  at  could  iearoely  be  found  or 
.  even  ezpeOed  a  ieoond  time;  two  emperors  without  jealoufy, 
two  Gseftn  without  ambidon»  and  the  fiime  general  intereft  inva* 
riably  i^irfued  by  four  independent  princes.  .The  abdication  of 
Diodetiao  and  Maumian  was  fucoeeded  by  dghteen  years  of 
dtlibord  and  jDonfofioa.  The  empiie  was  afflided  by  five  ct^ 
y/tvt* ;  and  the  remainder  of  .the  time  was  not  lb  much  a  ftate  of 
trsnquillity  as  a  fuTpenfion  of  arms*  between  federal  hoftile  monarchsf 
who*  viewing  each  other  with  an  eye  of  fear  and  hatred,  ftiove  to 
in^reaie  tbdr  refpedive  forces  at  the  expence  of  thdr  fubjeds. 
chanaer  and  As  foott  as  Diodctian  and  Mazimian  liad  refigoed  the  purple, 
fitMiioo  ^^^^  fiationt  according  to  the  rules  of  the  new  confiitntion,  was 
filled  by  the  two  Caefars,  ConQantius  and  Oalerius*  who  imme- 
diately aflumed  the  title  of  Auguftus  The  honours  of  ieniority 
and  precedence  were  allowed  to  the  former  of  thofe  princes,  and 
he  continued,  under  a  new  appellation,  to  adminifter  his  ancient 
department  of  Caul,  Spain,  and  Britain.    The  government  of 
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thofe  ample  provinces  was  fufficknt  to  exercifc  his  taicnts,  and  to 
fatisfy  his  ambition.  Clemency,  temperance,  and  moderation,  dif- 
tinguilhcd  the  amiable  character  of  CooAaatiuSy  and  his  fortunate 
fubje^ts  had  frequently  occafion  to  compare  tbe  virtues  of  their 
fovereign  with  the  paflions  of  Maximian,  and  even  with  the  arts  of 
Diocletian  Inftead  of  imitating  their  eaftcrn  pride  and  magni- 
ficence, G)nftantius  prefcrvcd  the  modcfly  of  a  Roman  prince. 
He  declared  with  unaffected  finccrity,  that  his  moft  valued  treafurc 
was  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  then,  whenever  the  dignity  of 
the  throne  or  the  danger  of  the  ftate  required  any  extraordinary 
fupply,  he  could  depend  with  confidence  on  their  gratitude  and 
liberality  '.  The  provincials  of  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Britain,  fenfiblc 
of  his  worth  and  of  their  own  happinefs,  reflected  with  anxiety 
on  the  declining  health  of  the  emperor  G>nfiantiu.s,  and  the  tender 
age  of  his  numerous  familyi  the  iflue  of  his  fecond  marriage  with 
the  daughter  of  Maximian*  • 

The  flem  temper  of  Oaleiius  was  eaft  in  a  rtrj  different  mould  $  OfGalerioi. 
and  while  he  commanded  the  efteem  of  his  fubjeds,  he  feldom  con- 
defcended  to  fi»Udt  their  affiedtiooi.  His  iame  in  arms,  and  above 
•all*  thefttccels  of  thePerfiaa  war*  had  elated  his  haughty  mind, 
which  was  naturally  impatient  of  a  foperior.  or  even  of  an  equal. 
If  It  were  polfiUe  to  xeij  on  the  partial  teftimony  of  an  injudicious 
writer^  we  might  alcribe  the  alxKcation  of  Diocletian  to  the  me- 
naces of  Galeriost  and  .  relate  the  particulars  of  a /rtv^/^  conver- 
fation  between  the  two  prinoes»  in  which  the  former  difcovered 
as  much  pafiUanimity  as  the  latter  difplayed  ingratitude  and  arro- 
gance \  But  thefe  obfcure  anecdotes  are  fufficiently  refuted  by  an 
impartial  view  of  the  charader  and  condud  of  Diocletian.  What- 
ever might  othcrwife  have  been  his  intentions,  if  he  had  appre- 
hended any  danger  from  the  violence  of  Galerius,  his  good  fenfe 
would  have  inftruded  him  to  prevent  the  ignominious  conteft  j  and 
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S8  he  had  held  the  fceptec  with  glory*  h9  would  h»ve  r^ftg^f^  it 

without  difgrace. 

Tkeh«eC««      After  the  elevation  of  Conftantius  and  Galerius  to  the  rank  of 
aadMaxifflifl.  jlngujli,  two  new  Cefars  were  required  to  fupply  their  place,  and 
to  complete  the  fyftem  of  the  imperial  government.  Diotkiian 
was  fincercly  dcfirous  of  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  world  . 
he  confidered  Galeriu«,  who  had  Qtarri^  hi*  daughter,  as  the 
finneft  fuppon  <if  hU  famUy  and  of  the  empire ;  and  cooii^ntedt 
without  rdiidiiiecit  that  1m  fucceiTor  (^ould  afluwf  the  merit  as  veil 
aa  the  envy  of  th«  importiiit  omsioatipii.  tt  wfs  fished  ^itlvMit 
coofultiiig  the  intereft  or  incUoaiioii  of  iImi  prii)99«  of  |he  Wf|^. 
Each  of  them  had  a  ion  vl\p  vai  vxi^ed  «l  ^  «|e  of  vmw^m4» 
and  who  might  have  been  kerned  the  moft  «atiiniji  ^^fi^i^^  iag 
the  vacant  honour.   But  the  moderate  Gmftanliaa  wu  ooK  4i%a<«l 
to  afiert  bia  daims  by  anna*  and  the  inqpoient  r^fentnient  of 
^  Maximian  was  no  longer  to  be  dreaded.  The  two  pnfima  vboiiK 
Galeriuf  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Gadar,  .«er«  «a»ch  h^Hei  Apited 
to  ISsrre  the  viewa  t£  Ua  ambition;  and  their  priodpal  feoon* 
mendation  feema  to  have  coofiftad  ha  the.  want  of  ourtl  oi  pec&itl 
confequenee.  The  firft  of  th^  waa  Daza,  cv,  aa  be  vae  aiiet- 
warda  called,  Mazimin,  ^riiofemother  wa^  the  fiflei  of  Gabriwa. 
The  unexperienoed  youth  fliU  betrayed  1^  hia  maanera  and  lan- 
guage hn  mftic  educatioa,  when,  to  hia  oeni  afloni(Hmcnt  as  wdl  aa 
that  of  the  world,  he  was  invefted  by  XNodetutt  witK  thepurpkk  ex* 
alted  to  the  dignity  of  Odar,  and  mtrufled  with  the  foveceiga 
command  of  Egypt  and  Syria'.   At  the  fiune  tine,  Sevenis» 
a  &ithful  lervant,  addidited  to  plcafore,  but  not  incapable  of  bofi- 
nefs,  was  fent  to  Mihm,  to  reedve  from  the  reluAant  haada  of 
Maximian  the  Caefarean  oraaments,  and  the  pofTeffion  of  Italy  and 
Africa*.   According  to  the  forms  of  the  cooftitHtioo,  Sevems 
acknowledged  the  fopremacy  of  the  weflem  emperor }  but  he  was 

abibltttcly 
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abfolutelf  devoted  to  the  commands  of  kia  benefactor  Galcrius*  who, 
referving  to  himfelf  the  intermediate  countries  from  the  coofiaes  of 
Italy  to  thofc  of  Sjria,  firmly  eftabliihed  his  power  over  three 
fourths  of  the  monarchy.  In  the  full  confidence,  that  the  ap- 
proaching death  of  Confiaotius  would  leave  him  fole  mafler  of  the 
Roman  world,  we  are  afTured  that  he  had  arranged  in  his  mind 
a  long  fucccffion  of  future  princes,  and  that  he  meditated  his  own 
retreat  from  public  life,  after  heihouid  have  accompUihed  aglorioua 
reign  of  about  twenty  years  ^. 

But  within  Icfs  than  eighteen  months,  two  unexpected  revolutions  Ambit  onof 

overtnrned  the  ambitious  fchemcs  of  Galerius.    The  hopes  ot  unit-  •ppointedby 

two  rcvolBf* 

ing  the  weflern  provinces  to  his  empire,  were  difappointed  by  the  tiou. 
elevation  of  Conflantinc,  ijrhilft  Italy  and  Africa  were  loft  by  the 
fuccefsful  revolt  of  Maxentius. 

I.  The  fame  of  Ck>nftantine  has  rendered  pofterity  attentive  to  the  Binh,  edoca. 
moft  minute  arcumftaooea  of  bis  bfe  and  aatooB.   The  place  of  cape  ofcon. 
his  birth,  as  well  at  ibe  eaaditioti  dhk  mother  Hdena,  have  been  a!'d^ij^ 
the  {ubjcCt  not  only  ef  Iheraqr  but  of  nationtl  d^puttt.  Notirilli!* 
flanding  the  recent  tradition^  whidi  alTigns  for  her  father,  a 
Britiih  king,  we  are  obliged  to  oonfefi,  that  Helena  was  the 
daughter  of  an  innkeeper  *;  but  «t  the  lame  time  we  may  defend 
tlie  legality  of  her  marriage,  agaiaft  thofe  who  halve  reprefimted  her 
as  the  concabine  of  GoofUntids     The  great  Gonftantine  was  moft 
prt^ably  bom  ac  Natflus*  in  Dacia  '%  and  it  is  not  fntprilxng, 
Aiat  in  a  hauAy  and  province  dffiingaiihed  only  by  the  profelBon  of 
annst  the  youth  ihould  dtfcover  very  little  inclination  to  improve  h» 
mind  by  the  acqutfition  of  knowledge He  was  about  dgh-  ^!D.s9>* 
teen  years  of  age  when  his  father  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Gselars 
but  that  fortunate  event  was  attended  with  his  mother's  divorce; 
and  the  fplendor  of  in  imperial  alliance  reduced  the  fen  of  Helena 
to  a  (late  of  difgrace  and  humiUation.   If^Uad  of  foUowiog  Gon- 
ftantius  into  the  Wefti  he  remained  in  the  fervioe  of  Diodetian, 

Fffs  fignalifcd 
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fignalilcd  his  valour  in  the  wars  of  Egypt  and  Perfia,  and  gradually 
ro(c  to  the  honourable  ftation  of  a  tribune  of  the  iirfl  order.  The 
figure  of  Conftantinc  was  tall  and  mnjedic ;  he  was  dexterous  in  all 
his  exercifcs,  intrepid  in  war,  affable  in  peace;  in  his  whole  con- 
dud,  the  aclive  fpirit  of  youth  was  tempered  by  habitual  prudence; 
and  while  his  mind  wai  engrollcd  by  auibiiion,  he  appeared  cold 
and  infcnfiblc  to  the  allurements  of  pleafurc.    The  favour  of  the 
peopk  and  foldicrs,  who  had  i.amed  hina  as  a  worthy  candidate  for- 
the  rank  of  Cxfar,  fcrved  only  to  esafperate  the  jealoufy  of  Ga- 
lerius,  and  though  prudence  might  refinun  him  firom.  cxezdfing 
any  open  iriolence,  aa  abfolute  monarch  iB-feldom  at  a  lols  how  tO' 
execute  a  fure  and  iecret  revenge".    Every  hour  increaled  die 
danger  of  Conftantine*  and  the  amde^  of  hit  fiither,  who,  bj 
repealed  letters,  ezprefled  the  warmeft  defire  of  embiadng  his  Cmu 
For  fome  time  the  policy  of  Galerios  fupplied  him  with  delays, 
and  excufes,  but  it  was  impoflible  long  to  refule  (b  natural  a  requeft 
'  of  his  aflbciate^  without  maintaimng  his  refiifiil  by  arms*  The 
penniffion  for  the  journey  was  relu^kaotly  granted*  and  whatever 
precautions  the  emperor  mig^t  have  talKU  to  intercept  a.  return,, 
the  confequences  of  which,  he^  with  fi>  much  reafim,  apprehended* 
they  were  cflFedually  difappoinled  by  the  incredible  diligence  of 
Godflantine      Leaving  the  palace  of  Nicomedia  in  the  night,  he 
travelled  poft  through  Bithynia,  Thrace>  Dacia,  Pannonia,  Italj^. 
and  Gault  and  amid  (I  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people,  reached 
the  port  of  Boulogne,  in  the  very  moment  when  his  father  vns 
preparing  to  embark  for  Britain  '\ 

Dendi  of         The  Britifli  expedition,  and  an  eafy  vidory  over  the  barbarians. 
rievatToa  of  Calcdonia,  were  the  laft  exploits  of  the  reign  of  G>n(lantiu8. 

iine!°"'**""    l^c  ended  his  life  in  the  imperial  palace  of  York,  fifteen  months- 

A.D.306.  j^fjgj.  jjg  ijgjj  aflfumcd  tlie  title  of  Auguftus,  and  almofl:  fourteen 
jmy  15.  " 

years  and  a  half  after  he  had  been  j)romoted  to  the  rank  of  Cxfar- 
JUis  death  was  immediately  fuccccded  by  the  eievatioo  of  Conilan- 
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Isae.  The  ideas  of*  inheritance  and  fttcceffioa  are  fo  very  familiar, 
that  the. generality  of  mankind  confidcr  them  as  founded,  not  only  ia 
reafon,  but  in  nature  itielf.  Our  imagination  readily  transfers  the  fame 
prioci{^s  f  rom  private  property  to  public  dominion  :  and  whenever  :b 
virtuous  father  leaves  behind  him  a  fon  whofe  merit  feems  to  juftify 
die  efieeiDi  or  even  the  hopesi  of  the  people,  the  joint  influence  of 
prejudice  and  of  affedion  operates  with  irrcfiAible  weight.  The 
flower  of  the  weflcrn  armies  had  followed  Conftantius  into  Britain^ 
and  the  national  troops  were  reinforced  by  a  numerous  body  of 
Alcmanni,  who  obeyed  the  orders  of  Crocus,  one  of  their  hereditary 
chieftains  The  opinion  of  their  own  importance,  and  the  af- 
furance  that  Britain,  Gaul,  and  Spain  would  acquiefcc  in  their  no- 
mination, were  diligently  inculcated  to  the  legions  by  the  adherents 
of  Conftantinc.  The  foldiers  were  afked.  Whether  they  could  hefi- 
tate  a  moment  between  the  honour  of  placing  at  their  head  the 
worthy  fon  of  their  beloved  emperor,  and  the  ignominy  of  tamely 
cxpcdting  the  arrival  of  fome  obfcure  ftranger  on  whom  it  might 
plcafe  the  (bvereiga  of  Afia  to  beftow  the  armies  and  provinces  of 
the  Weft.  It  wat  infinuated  to  them,  that  gratitude  and  liberalit]| 
held  a  diffingui(hed  place  among  the  wtiies  of  CWfcantine ;  nor 
did  that  artful  prince  £hcw  bimielf  to  the  troops,  till  they  were 
prepared  to  lalute  him  with  the  names  of  Auguftus  and  Emperors. 
The  throne  was  the  objed  c£  his  defires ;  and  had  he  been  lefs  ac* 
tuated  1^  ambition,  it  was  his<only-  means  of  iafety.  He  was  well 
acqnainted  widi  the  charaQer.and  fentiments  of  Galerius*  and  Aiffi^ 
ciently  apinnized,  that  if  he  wiihed  to.Uye  he  muft  determine  m 
reign.  The  decent  and  even,  obstinate  sefiftanee  whidi  he  diofe  to 
affe&.'%  WIS  contriT|:d  to  jyiSafy  his  nfnrpatkm nor  did  he  yield 
to  the  acclamations  of  the  army,  till  he  had  provided  the  prqpet 
materials  for  a  letter,  which  he  immediately  difpatched  to  the  em- 
peror of  the  EaR.  Conftantinc  informed  hlra  of  the  melancholy 
«rent  of  his  father's  death,  modeftly  averted  his  natural  daim  to 

the 
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die  fiieGeffioii>  and  rtCpeStMlj  lamoited,  libat  die  affedioiuM  vio« 
Icnce  of  hit  troopi  had  not  permitted  him  to  folicit  the  imperial 
poiple  in  theregiilar  and  conflitutloaal  manner.  The  Brft  emodoos 
of  Galoius  were  thofe  of  furprife,  difappointment,  and  rage ;  and 
as  he  COnld  fddom  reftrain  his  pafllons,  he  loudly  threatened,  that 
he  would  commit  to  the  flames  both  the  letter  and  the  meiTenger. 
Heisacknow-  But  hls  fcfentment  infenfibly  fubfided  ;  and  when  he  recoUe£led  the 
ESfiho  **  doubtful  chance  of  war,  when  he  had  weighed  the  chara<fter  and 
gives  him      ftrcoeth  of  his  adverfarv,  he  confented  to  embrace  the  honourable 

only  the  title  *  r  r>     n  • 

orcsGir,  and  accommodation  which  the  prudence  of  Conltantine  had  left  open  to 
StttmwS*.   him.    Without  either  condemning  or  ratifying  the  choice  of  the 
******         Britilh  army,  Galerius  accepted  the  fon  of  his  dccealcd  colleague, 
as  the  fovereign  of  the  provinces  beyond  the  Alps ;  but  he  gave 
him  only  the  title  of  Cxfar,  and  the  fourth  rank  among  the  Roman 
princes,  whilft  he  conferred  the  vacant  place  of  Auguftus  on  his 
favourite  Sevenis.    The  apparent  harmony  of  the  empire  was  ftill 
preferved,  and  Conftantine,  who  already  pofTcffed  the  fubftance, 
expeifted,  without  impatience*  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  ho* 
nours  of  fupreme  power  '\ 
Thelraihen      The  children  of  Conftantlus  by  his  fecond  marriage  were  fix  in 
Caafiantiae,    number,  three  of  either  fex,  and  whofe  imperial  defcent  might 
have  folicited  a  preference  over  the  meaner  extraction  of  the  fon  of 
Helena.    But  Conftantine  was  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his  age, 
in  the  full  vigour  both  of  mind  and  body,  at  the  time  when  the 
ddeft  of  hit  brothers  could  not  pofhbly  be  more  than  thirteen  years 
old.   His  daim  of  fuperior  merit  had  beeft  atlowed  and  ratified  by 
the  dying  emperor  **.   lo  his  laft  moments,  Gonftantins  bequeathed 
to  his  ddeft  fen  the  care  of  the  faftty  as  wcH  as  greatoefs  of  the  fit- 
mily ;  oonjurtng  him  to  aflTume  botlk  the  authority  and  the  ienti- 
ments  of  a  fk&kct  with  regard  to  the  children  of  Theodwa.  Thdr 
liberal  education,  advanti^eotts  marriages,  die  fecure  dignity  of  their 
lives,  and  the  firil  honours  of  the  date  with  which  they  were  in- 

vefted, 
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tefted,  atteft  the  fraternal  aflcdion  of  Conftantlnc;  and  as  thofc 
princes  poflcficd  a  mild  and  grateful  diipofition,  they  lubinitied  with- 
out rcludjance  to  the  fupcriority  of  his  genius  and  fortune 

H,  The  aoibitioua  fpirii  of  Galerius  was  fcarcely  reconciled  to  the  Difcwitwof 

,  ,  _  iheRoauu 

Uifappoiatmeat  of  his  views  upon  the  Gallic  provinccti  before  the  atiheapprc- 
unexpe€^  lofs  of  Italy  wounded  bis  pride  as  well  as  power  in  a 
mil  more  ftofiUe  part.'  The  long  abfawe  of  the  emperors  had 
filled  Rome  with  di&onteat  and  iodigoatioo ;  and  the  people  gra* 
dually  dUbowere^  that  the  pccfiaftoce  given  toNkomedia  and  Afihik> 
vu  not  ta  be  alcribed  to  the  puticular  indinadoa  of  .Siedeliaa, 
but  10  the  pemwient  form  of  gjovcrnment  which  he  had  inflkuted* 
It  was  in  yatn  that»  a.  few  mooths  after  hia  abdicatiaQk  his  fiieccf> 
fi>r8  dedicatedit  uoder  his  name^  thofe  magnificent  baths*  whofe 
rtiins  ^1  fupply  the  ground  a*  well  as  the  materials  for  lb  many 
churches  and  convents  The  tranqpillity  of  thole  dcgaac 
zeceflea.  of  eafe  and  luxury,  was  ditorbed  by  die  impatieat 
murmon  of  the  Romans;  and  a.  report  was  iaftnfibly  drca- 
latedt  that  the  fums  expended  in  eredUqg  thofie  bviUingSs  wmiU 
foon  be  required  at  their  hands*  About  that  time  the  avinne  of 
Galerius,  or  perhaps  the  exigeaciea  of  the  fl«le»  had  indnesd  him 
to  make  a  very  firi<£t  and  rigoroui  inquifilion  into  the  ptupeity  of 
his  fubje^ts  for  the  purpofe  of  a  general  taxatiooa  both  on  their 
lands  and  on  their  pcrfons.  A  very  minute  furvey  iqppears  to  have 
been  taken  of  their  real  eftates ;  and  wherever  there  was  the  flighted 
fufpiclon  of  concealment,  torture  was  very  freely  employed  to  ol^ 
tain  a  fincere  declaration  of  their  perfonal  wealth  The  privi- 
leges which  had  eacalted  Italy  above  the  rank  of  the  pco^nce^ 
were  no  longer  regarded :  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue  al" 
ready  began  to  number  the  Roman  people,  and  to  fettle  the  pro- 
portion of  the  new  taxes.  Even  when  the  fpirit  of  freedom  had 
been  utterly  extinguifhed,  the  tameft  fubjedls  have  fometimes  ven- 
tured to  xeiiil  an  unprecedented  iavalioa  of  their  property;  but  on 

t  this 
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this  occafion  the  injury  was  aggravated  by  the  infalt,  and  the  fenfe 
of  private  intered  was  quickened  by  that  of  national  honour.  The 
conqucft  of  Macedonia,  as  we  have  already  obliisrved,  had  delivered 
the  Roman  people  from  the  weight  of  perfimal  taxes.  Though 
they  had  experienced  every' farm  of  defpotifm,  diey  had  now  en- 
joyed that  exemprimi  near  five  hundred  years ;  nor  could  they  pa- 
tiently brook  the  infolenoe  of  an  Illyriaa  peafant,  uriio,  from  lus 
-diftanit  refidence  in  Afia»  prefumed  to  number  Rome  among  the  tri- 
butary cities  of  his  empire.  The  riHng  fury  of  the  people  was  ea- 
.£ouraged  by  die  authority,  or  at  leaft  the  connivances  of  die  fenate; 
•and  the  feeble  remains  of  die  Prastorian  SQ*i^»  ^^o  had  reaibn  to 
apprehend  cfadr  own  dtflbludoo,  embraced  fohonouraUe  a  pretence, 
4nd  declared  their  readinefs  to  draw  their  fwbrds  in  the  fervid  of 
•didr  opprefled  country.   It  was  the  \nlh,  and  it  iboo  became  die 
hope,  of  every  citizen,  that  after  expdHiag  from  Italy  dieir  fiweign 
'tyratots,  they'lhould  ded  a  prince  who,  by  the  place  of  his  refi- 
-denoe,'and  by  his  maxims  of  government,  migbt  once  more  d^emt 
•die  tide  of  Roman  emperor.  The  name,  as  virdl  as  the  fituatioa  q£ 
Maxentius,  determined  in  his  favour  the  popular  enthufiafin. 
:MMaititti        Maxcntius  was  the  fon  of  the  emperor  Maximiaa,  and  be  had 
|«ror  tt      <marricd  the  daughter  of  Galerius.   His  birth  and  aUiance  fecmed 
A.D*y.6.    to  offer  him  the  faired  promiie  of  fucceeding  to  the  empire;  but 
his  vices  and  incapacity  procured  him  the  lame  exdufion  fiom 
'the  dignity  of  Cxfar,  which  Conftantine  had  deferved  by  a  danger- 
•OU8  fuperiority  of  merit.   The  policy  of  Galerius  preferred  fuch 
aflbciates,  as  would  ncitlicr  dlfgrace  the  choice,  nor  diipute  thecom- 
imands  of  their  bcncfador.    An  obfcure  ftranj^cr  w^s  therefore 
-raifcd  to  the  throne  of  Italy,  and  the  fon  of  the  late  emperor  of 
-the  Weft  was  left  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a  private  fortune  in  a  villa 
a  few  miles  diftant  from  the  capital.    The  gloomy  paffions  of  his 
foul,  fhamc,  vcxatu  n,  and  rage,  were  inflamed  by  envy  on  the 
»neTC8.of  .Conftaotine's  Aiccds }  but  the  hopes  of  Maxentius  xevived 

with 
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with  the  public  difcontcnt,  and  he  was  eafily  pcrfuaded  to  unite  hi» 
pcrfonal  injury  and  pretenfions  with  the  caul'c  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple.   Two  Prsetorian  tribunes  and  a  commiHary  of  provifions  under- 
took the  management  of  the  confpiracy  ;  and  as  every  order  of 
men  was  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit,  the  immediate  event  was  nei- 
ther doubtful  not  difTicult.    The  prxfed  of  the  city,  and  a  few 
magiftrates,  who  maintained  their  fidelity  to  Scverus,  were  mafla- 
cred  by  the  guards ;   and  Maxcatius,  inverted  with  the  imperial 
ornaments,  was  acknowledged  by  the  applauding  fenale  and  people 
as  the  protector  of  the  Roman  freedom  and  dignity.    It  is  uncer- 
tain whether  Maximian  was  previoully  acijuaintcd  with  the  confpi- 
racy; but  as  foon  as  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  was  ereded  at  Rome,  Mnrmin 
the  old  emperor  broke  from  the  retiremeot  where  the  authority  of  purpik!" 
IKodetUn  had  condemned  him  to  pafs  a  life  of  mdandtoly  (bli- 
tude*  and  concealed  hit  returning  ambition  under  thedifgoife  of  pa- 
ternal tendemefs.  At  the  requeft  of  hit  fi>n  and  of  the  SstMe,  he 
condefcended  to  reaflume  Uie  purple.   Hit  ancient  dignityt  hit  ex- 
perience and  hit  feme  in  annti  added  ftrength  at  well  at  reputatioa 
to  the  party  of  Maxentiut  *\ 
According  to  the  advice,  or  rather  the  ordert>  of  hit  oo1league»  i^'^^'t  •n4 

death  of 

the  emperor  Scverus  immediately  haflened  lo  Rome,  in  the  full  Severn, 
eonfidence,  that,  by  hit  unexpcded  cderity,  he  ihould  eafily  fup- 
preft  the  tumult  of  an  unwarlike  populace,  commanded  by  a  licen- 
tious youth.    But  he  found  on  his  arrival  the  gatea  of  the  city  fliut 
againft  him,  the  walls  filled  with  men  and  armi,  an  experienced 
general  at  the  head  of  the  rebels,  and  his  own  troops  without 
fpirit  or  affcdion.    A  large  body  of  Moort  dcferted  to  the  enemy, 
allured  by  the  promifc  of  a  large  donative;  and,  if  it  be  true  that 
they  had  been  levied  by  Maximian  in  hit  African  war,  prefetxiqg 
the  natural  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  artificial  tics  of  allegiance. 
Anuliuus,  the  Piaitorian  pra:fed,  declared  himfelf  in  favour  of  Max- 
cntius,  and  drew  after  him  the  moll  contiderable  part  of  the  troops. 
Vol.  I.  ^  S  S  accullomed 
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accuflomed  to  obey  his  commands.  Rome> according  to  the  exprefljon 
of  anorator,  recalled  her  annk«»  and  theunlbrcooate  Sefverua,  deftitute 
of  ibcce  and  of  coiin(e1>  retired»  or  rather  fled*  with  precipitation 
to  RaTenna.  Here  he  might  for  (bme  time  hAve  been  lafis.  The 
ibrtifieations  of  Bsveana  were  able  to  refift  the.  Mtempts,  and  thft 
morafles  diac  furrounded  the  town,  were  fufficient  to  prevent  die 
•I^raach*  of  the  Italian  army.  The  &a»  which  Sevemt  gftm"fttndfd 
with  a  powerful  fleet*  fecured  hhn  an  inexhauftible  fupply  of  pro* 
vifiona*  and  gave  a  firee  entrance  to  the  I^iontt  wUcbi  on  the  re- 
mm  of  fpring,  would  adiraoce  to  hit  afliftance  from  Ulyricum  and 
the  Eaft.  Maztrnhn*  who  conduced  the  ^egt  in  perfim*  was 
fiion  eonvinoed  that  he  might  wafle  his  time  and  hit  army  in  the 
firuitkia  enterpriie,  and  that  he  had.  nothing  to  hope  either  from 
force  or  famine.  With  an  art  more  fiiitaUe  to  the  charaaer  of 
Diocletian  than  to  his  own,  he  direAed  his  attack,  not  £>  much 
againft  the  walls  of  Ravenna,  as  againft  the  mind  of  Severus*  The 
treachery  -which  he  had  experienced,  dilpofed  that  unhappy  prince 
to  diftruft  the  moft  fiocere  of  his  friends  and  adherents.  The  emif- 
faries  of  Maximian  eafily  perfuaded  his  credulity,  that  a  confpiracy 
was  formed  to  betray  the  town,  and  prevailed  upon  his  fears  not 
to  expofe  hlmfelf  to  the  difcretion  of  an  irritated  con<|uieiOr,  but  t» 
accept  tlie  faith  of  an  honourable  capitulation.  He  was.at  6fft  re- 
ceived with  humanity,  and  treated  with  reTpe^.  Maximian  con- 
duacd  the  captive  emperor  to  Rome,  and  gave  him  the  moft  folema 
aliuranccs  that  he  had  kcured  his  life  by  the  refignation  of  the 
purple.  But  Severus  could  obtain  only  an  cafy  death  and  an  impe- 
A|I>.  ioj.  rial  funeral.  When  the  fentcncc  was  fignitied  to  him,  the  manner 
of  executing  it  was  left  to  his  own  choice  ;  he  prclcrred  the  favour- 
ite mode  of  the  ancients,  that  of  opening  his  veins  :  and  as  fani  as 
he  expired,  his  body  was  carried  to  the  fepulchrc  which  had  beta 
conflru^  for  the  family  of  Gallienus 
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Though  the  characters  of  Conftantinc  and  Maxentius  had  very  Matimiaa 

c ivc  hii 

little  affinity  with  tach  other,  their  fituation  and  interefi:  were  the  d^ugluer 
fame;  and  prudence  ieemetl  to  require  that  they  lliould  unite  their  thctii'eof 
forces  againft  the  common  enemy.    Notwithftanding  the  fupcriority  "oConiua-* 
of  his  age  and  dignity,  the  indefatigable  Maximlan  pafTcd  the  ^Tb.  je 
Alps,  and  courting  a  pcrfonal  interview  with  the  fovcrcign  of  Gaul,  S'^^M" 
carried  with  him  his  dau^^hter  Faufta  as  the  pledge  of  the  new 
alliance.    The  marriage  was  celebrated  at  Aries  with  every  circum- 
ftance  of  magnificence  ;  and  the  ancient  colleague  of  Diocletian, 
who  again  aflertcd  his  claim  to  the  weftcrn  empire,  conferred  oa 
his  fon-in-law  and  ally  the  title  of  Auguftus.    By  cunllaiing  to 
receive  that  honour  from  Maximian,  Conftantinc  fcemed  to  embrace 
the  caufe  of  Rome  and  of  the  fcnate  ;  but  his  profcHions  were  am- 
biguous, and  his  affiftance  flow  and  inefFedual.    He  confidered 
with  attention  the  approaching  coateft  between  the  maflers  of  Italy 
and  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  and  was  prepared  to  confult  his  own 
fafety  or  ambition  in  the  mnt  of  the  war 

The  importance  of  the  oceafion  called  for  the  prefence  and  aiMp  GakriMia* 
lities  of  Galerius.  At  the  head  of  a  powerfbl  army  coHeQcd  fironi 
IHyricum  and  die  Eaft,  he  entered  Italy,  relbWed  to  revenge  the 
death  of  Sevenu,  and  to  chaftife  the  rebellious  Romans ;  or,  as  be 
«sprefled  his  intentions,  in  the  farions  language  of  a  barbarian,  to 
extirpate  the  fenate,  and  to  deftroy  the  people  by  the  fword.  But 
the  fkill  of  Maximian  had  concerted  a  prudent  fyfiem  of  defence. 
The  invader  found  every  place,  hoftUe,  fortified,  and  inacceflible ; 
and  though  he  farced  his  way  as  far  as  Nami,  within  fixty  miles 
4>f  Rome,  his  dominion  in  Itaty  was  confined  to  the  narrow 
Hmits  of  his  camp.  Senfible  of  the  increafing  di£Bcu]ties  of  big 
«iiterpriiie,  the  haughty  Galenas  made  the  firft  advances  towards  a  ' 
lecondUadon,  and  cfilpatched  two  of  his  mofl:  confiderable  officers 
to  tempt  the  Roman  princes  by  the  offer  of  a  conference  and  the 
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declaration  of  his  paternal  regard  for  Maxentius,  who  might  obtain 
more  from  his  liberality  than  he  could  hope  from  the  doobtfUl 
chance  of  war The  oflFers  of  Galerius  were  rqeded  with  firm- 
nefs,  his  perfidious  friendOiip  refiifed  witb  contempt,  and  k  wat 
not  long  before  be  dilcovered,  that,  uoleft  he  provided  for  hit  iafety 
by  A  limely  retreat,  be  had  fome  reaibn  to  apprehend  die  fate  of 
Sererus.  The  wealth,  which  the  Romans  defended  againft  hit  ra* 
pacious  tyranny,  they  freely  contributed  for  his  deftni£Hon*  The 
name  of  Maximian,  the  popular  arts  of  his  Ibn,  the  fecret  diftr^ 
bution  of  large  fums,  and  the  promife  of  ftill  more  Uberal  rewards* 
checked  the  ardour  and  corrupted  the  fidelity  of  the  lUyrian  le- 
gions }  and  when  Galerius  at  length  gave  the  fignal  of  the  retreat* 
it  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  he  could  prevail  on  bis  veterans  not 
10  defert  a  banner  which  had  fb  often  oondtt£ked  them  to  viftory 
and  honoufw  A  contemp(mtfy  writer  affigns  two  other  caufes  for 
die-fiulure  of  the  expedition ;  but  they  are  both  of  fuch  a  nature, 
diat  a  cautious  hiftorian  will  fcarcely  venture  ta  adopt  them.  We 
are  told  that  Galerius,  who  had  formed  a  very  imperfect  notion  of 
die  greatnefs  of  Rome  by  the  cities  of  the  £aft,  with  which  he  was 
aoquunted,  found  his  forces  inadequate  to  the  fiege  of  that 
immenfe  capital.    But  the  extent  of  a  city  ferves  only  to  render 
it  more  accefllble  to  the  enemy ;  Rome  had.long  finoe  been  accuf. 
tomed  to  fubmit  on  the  approach  of  a  conqueror;  nor  could  the 
temporary  enthufiafm  of  the  people  have  long  contended  with 
the  difcipline  and  valour  of  the  legions.    We  are  likewiie  Ift- 
formed,  that  the  legions  thcmfelves  were  ftruck  with  horror  and 
remorfc,  and  that  thofe  pious  fons  of  the  republic  refufcd  to  vio- 
late the  faadity  of  their  ancient  parent"*.    But  when  we  rccolle£l 
with  how  much  cafe  lu  the  more  ancient  civil  war,  the  zeal  of 
party,  and  the  habits  of  military  obedience,  hod  converted  the 
native  citizens  of  Rome  into  her  moft  implacable  enemies,  we 
Ihall  be  iocUaed  to  diAru0  this  extreme  delicacy  of  ftrangers  and 
2  barbarians 
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barbarians  who  had  never  beheld  Italy  till  they  entered  it  In  a  ho- 
ftile  manner.  Had  they  not  been  rcftrained  by  motives  of  a  more 
ioterefted  nature,  tlicy  would  probably  have  anfwtred  Galcrius  in 
the  words  of  Caefar's  veterans  :  *'  If  our  general  wilhes  to  lead  us 
*'  to  the  bankt  <^  theTyber,  we  are  prepared  to  trace  out  his  camp. 
**  Whitlbever  walls  he  bM  dettnniiked  to  level  with  the  ground, 
**  our  hands  are  ready  to  woric  the  engines :  nor  ihatt  we  hefitate^ 
**  ihould  the  name  of  the  derated  ctty^  be  Rome  itfelf.**  Thefe  are 
indeed  the  ezprelfions  of  a  poet ;  bat  of  a  poet  who  had  diligentljc 
confulted  both  hiflory  and  human  nature 

The.  legion*  of  Galerius  exhibited  a  wf  mdandioly  proof  of  HbMMtt;. 
thdr  difpofition  by  the  ravages  which  they  oonunitted  in  theb 
retreat.  They  murdered*  they  nviihed,  they  plundered,  they 
drove  away  the  flock*  and  herds  of  the  Italians,  they  burnt  the 
villages  tfirough  whidi  they  pafled,  aad.dwy.  endeirourqd  t» 
deftroy  the  eoontry,  which  it  had  not  been  in ,  tbeir  power,  tot 
fubdue.  During  die  whole  march,  Maxentius  hung  on  their  rearv 
but  he  very  prudently  declined  a  gaaeial  ef^;agement  wifb.  tbofe 
brave  and  defpente  veterans.  His  father  bad  undertalKn  a  fiapood 
journey  into  Gaul,  with  the  hoge  of  pprfuadtng  Conitantine^  whn 
had  aflembled  an  army  on  the  frontier,  to  jdn  fke  purfuit  and  to 
complete  the  vtdory.  But  the  adions  a£  Conftantine  were  guided 
by  rcafon  and  not  by  refentment.  He  perfifted  in  the  wife  rcfo- 
lution  of  maintaining  a  balance  of  power  in  the  divided  empire,  and 
be  no  longer  hated  Galeriut*  when  that  aspiring  prince  had  ceafed 
to  be  an  objcd  of  terror 

The  mind  of  Galerius  was  the  moft  fufceptible  of  the  fterner  Elcyidooof 
palfions,  but  it  was  not  however  incapable  of  a  fincere  and  lalling  rankofA»> 
friendfhip.     Licinius,  whole  manners  as  well  as  chara£ler  were  a!'d?307. 
not  unlike  his  own,  fcems  to  have  engaged  both  his  affcdlion  and  Norembcfiu, 
efteem.    Their  intimacy  had  commenced  in  the  happier  period 
jerbaps  of  their  youth  and  obfcuritj^   It  had  been  cemented  by 

the 
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the  freedom  and  dangers  of  a  military  life  ;  tliey  had  advanced, 
almoft  by  equal  fteps,  through  the  fuccefiive  honours  of  the  fcr- 
vice,  and  as  foon  as  Galerius  was  invcftcd  with  the  imperial 
dignity?  he  fcems  to  have  conceived  the  defign  of  raifing  his  com- 
panion to  the  lame  rank  with  himfelf.  During  the  fhort  period  of 
his  prol'^'erlty  he  confidered  the  rank  of  Cxfar  as  unvv'orthy  of 
the  age  and  merit  of  I.icinius,  and  rather  chofc  to  rcfcrve  for  him 
the  place  of  Conftantius,  and  the  empire  of  the  Weft.  Wlille  the 
cmj>eror  was  employed  in  the  Italian  war,  he  intrufted  his  friend 
with  the  defence  of  the  Danube;  and  immediately  after  his  rctura 
from  that  unfortunate  expedition,  he  inverted  Licinius  with  the 
facafit  puqjle  of  Sevcrus,  rchgiiing  to  his  immediate  command 

wdhgfMix.  jj^^  provinces  of  Ulyricum  The  news  of  his  promotion  was  no 
iboner  carried  into  the  Eaft,  than  Maximin,  who  governed  or  rather 
^prdTed  the  oouatries-of  Kgypt  and  Syria,  betrayed  his  envy 
Md'^ifectitnit^  di^alned  Ust  'mSexkit  name  dt  Caeiar,  and  not- 
withitMidtog  the  prayers  n»  wdl  as  arguments  of  0«lerius»  exa£ted> 
Ahbtt  by  violence>  die  ^lud  titfe  of  Auguftos  **.  For  die  firft, 
Mid  indeed  for  tke  kft  tieniek  tlie  Roman  world  was  adminiftered  by 

Six  emperors,  fix  «n>p«rorft.   In  tlte  Wdft)  GDnftantine  imd  Maxenthis  afieOed  to 

A.j>.  308,  f^fif^g^^  Either  Majcinnan*  In  the  Eaft,  Licinitts  and 
Maarfmin  honoured  with  more  real  confideration  thdr  benefador 
GalM-ito.  The  oppofition  of  intereft,  and  the  memory  of  a  recent 
Wi^  di^ded  the  empire  into  two  great  hoftfle  powers ;  \mt  their 
mutual  lears  firodtiiwd  an  apparent  tranquiBity,  and  even  s  ftigned 
zeconciliation,  till  the  deaths  of  the  dder  ptinces,  of  Maxnnian« 
and  more  parlicidarly  of  C^erins,  gave  a  newdizedion  to  die  views 
and  paflkms  ^  iSbtar  funriving  aflbciaies. 

Misfortunes    ■ . V/licfn  Misdnuan  had  Tefttdaiitly  abdicated  the  enitnre,  the 

of  iViaximuui. 

tenal  omtcHrS  of  llie  times  ai^auded  his  pfattoibphic  moderation. 
tV^en  his  ambition  excited,  or  at  leaft  encotrraged,  a  civil  war, 
diey  leturoed  thanks  to  his  generous  patriotifm,  and  gently  cen- 
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fiired  that  love  of  cafe  aad  retirement  which  had  withdrawn  him 
from  the  public  fervice  ".  But  it  was  impoflible*  that  minds  hke 
thofe  of  Maximian  and  his  fon,  could  long  poirefs  in  harmony  an 
undivided  power.  Maxentius  confidcred  himlclf  as  the  legal 
fovereign  of  Italy,  eleiled  by  tlic  Roman  lenate  and  people ;  nor 
would  he  endure  the  controul  of  his  father,  who  arrogantly  de- 
clared, that  by  his  name  and  abilities  the  raih  youth  had  been 
cftablilhed  on  the  throne.  The  caufe  was  folemnly  pleaded  before 
the  Praetorian  guards,  and  thofe  troops  who  dreaded  the  fevcrity  of 
the  old  emperor  efpoufed  the  party  of  Maxentius  The  Hfe  and 
freedom  of  Maximian  were  however  rcfpc£tcd,  and  he  retired  from 
Italy  into  Illyricum,  afFeding  to  lament  the  part,  and  fecretly  con- 
triving new  mifchiefs.  But  Galeiius,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  his  chara^er,  foon  obliged  him  to  leavQ  his  dominions,  and 
the  laft  refuge  of  the  difappoiated  MaximUa  Wm  the  court  of  his 
foo-in-law  ConftaQtioe  He  wat  nakwA  trith  reTpeft  by  that 
artful  prince,  and  witb  the  appearance  of  filial  teodemeft  by  the 
emprefa  Faufta.  That  he  might  remove  erery  fufpidoflii!  he  ro- 
figned  the  imperial  purple  a  iecond  tone  profelfing  himielf  at 
length  oonvioced  of  the  vanity  of  greatoe6  'Aad  ambition.  Had 
he  perfevered  in.  thta  relolutioD,  he  might  have  ended  hi*  life  widi 
left  dignity  indeed  than  in  hia  firft  retirement,  yet,  faowever»  with 
oomfbrt  and  repiitadon.  But  die  near  profped  of  a  dirbne,  brought 
back  to  hia  remembrance  the  ftaie  from  whence  he  was  fallen,  and 
he  refblved*  by  a  defperate  effort,  either  to  reign  or  to  pertfli* 
An  incnrfioo  of  the  Frabki  had  fummoned  Conftantine,  with  a 
part  of  hia  army*  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine ;  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  were  ftatiooed  in  the  firathero  j^ovinccs  of  Gaul,  which 
Jay  ezpofed  to  the  enterprifes  of  the  Italian  emperor,  and  a  con- 
fidcrable  treafure  was  depofitcd  in  the  city  of  Arles»  Maxifhiaa 
either  craftily  inventedt  or  hafiily  credited  a  vain  repent  of  the 
death  of  Gonftantine^  •  Without  hefiution  he  aiceaded  the  throne* 
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feized  the  trcafure,  and  fcattering  it  with  his  accuftomed  profufioii 
among  the  foldiers,  endeavoured  to  awake  in  their  minds  the 
memory  of  his  ancient  dignity  and  exploits.  Before  he  could 
eftabllfli  his  authority,  or  finifh  the  negociation  which  he  appears 
to  have  entered  into  with  his  fon  Maxentius,  the  celerity  of  Con- 
ftantine  defeated  all  his  hopes.  On  the  firll  news  of  his  perfidy  and 
ingratitude,  that  prince  returned  by  rapid  marches  from  the  Rhine  to 
the  Saone,  embarked  on  the  laft  mentioned  river  at  Chalons, 
and  at  Lyons,  trufting  himfelf  to  the  rapidity  of  the  Rhone,  arrived 
at  the  gates  of  Aries,  with  a  military  force  which  it  was  im- 
poflible  forMaximian  to  rcfift,  and  which  fcarcely  permitted  him  to 
take  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  city  of  Marfeilles.  The  narrow  neck 
of  land  which  joined  that  place  to  the  continent  was  fortified  againft 
the  bcliegers,  whilft  the  fca  was  open,  either  for  the  efcape  of 
Maximian,  or  for  the  fuccours  of  Maxentius,  if  the  latter  fliould 
chufe  to  difguife  his  invafion  of  Gaul,  under  the  honourable 
pretence  of  defending  a  dUbefled»  or  as  he  might  allege,  an 
-injured  Iktber.  Apprehenfive  of  the  fatal  conlequences  <^  delay* 
Gonftuitine  gave  orders  for  an  immediate  aflault ;  but  die  lealing 
ladders  ^vere  found  too  ihort  for  the  height  of  the  walls,  and 
Marldlles  imght  have  foftained  as  long  a  fiege  as  it  lormeTly  did 
againft  the  arms  a£  Caelar,  if  the  fftrdbut  oonicioas  either  of  their 
&u1t  or  of  their  danger,  had  not  purchafed  thdr  pardon  hf  de* 
tikML  livering  up  the  city  and  the  perfen  of  Msximian.  A  leeret  but 
f ebnJjr  inevocable  fentence  of  death  was  pronoonced  againft  the  ufurpcr, 
he  obtmed  only  the  lame  favour  which  he  had  indulged  to  Se- 
^erust  and  it  was  publilhed  to  the  world*  tha^  opprdTed  by  the 
re'morfe  of  his  repeated  crimes^  he  ftrangled  himfdf  with  his 
ami  hands.  '  After  he  had  loft  the  affiftance«  and  difdained  the 
■mioderate  counfels,  of  Diocletian,  the  feoond  period  of  hiaadive  life 
was'a  feries  of  public  calamities  and  pedbnal  mortificatbnst  which 
weee  .terminated,  in  about  three  years,  by  an  ignominious  death. 
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He  deferved  his  fate ;  but  we  (hould  find  more  reafon  to  tpplaud 
the  humanity  of  Conftantine,  if  he  had  fpared  an  old  man,  the 
benefa^r  of  his  fathcr»  and  the  father  of  hit  wife.  During  the 
^hole  of  this  melancholy  tranfadion,  it  appears  that  Faufta  ik« 
crificed  the  fentiments  of  natore  to  her  conjugal  duties  '^ 

The  lad  years  of  Galerios  were  lefs  (hameful  and  unfortuaate»  DctA  ef 
and  though  he  had  filled  with  more  glory  the  fubordinate  flation  of  a.  D.  31  a 
CxfaTt  than  the  fupcrlor  rank  of  Auguftus,  he  preferred,  till  the 
moment  of  his  death,  the  firft  place  among  the  princes  of  the  Romau 
world.  He  furvivcd  his  retreat  from  Italy  about  four  years,  and  wifely 
relinqnifliing  his  views  of  univerfal  empire,  he  devoted  his  time  to 
the  enjoyment  of  pleafure,  and  to  the  execution  of  forae  works  of 
public  utility,  among  which  we  may  difl.ingui(h  the  difcharging 
into  the  Danube  the  fuperfluous  waters  of  the  lake  Pclfo,  and  the 
cutting  down  the  immenfe  forcfts  that  cncompafTed  it ;  an  opera- 
tion which  rcftored  an  extenfive  country  to  the  ufe  of  his  Pannoniaa 
fubjeds  '*.    His  death  was  occafioned  by  a  very  painful  and  lingering 
diforder.   His  body*  fwelled  by  an  intemperant  courfi*  of  life  to  aa 
unwieldy  corpulence,  was  oovwed  with  tilceri»  and  devpored  bj 
innumenlile  linuniis  of  fhofin  iiiledi^  wbo  have  g^vea  tfaar  oame^ 
to  a  moftloftthfimie  difeafe  ;  but  as  Galerius  had  offimdeda  Tcryzeilr 
ous  and  powerful  party  among  his  iii1je£U,  hie  fufferii^s,  inftead  of 
exciting  their  compaffioo,  have  been  oelchrated  as  the  vifible  effe^  of 
dhnnejnftice*'.  He  hadaolboner  expired  in  his  palace  of  Nioomedia»  lAfeni. 
than  the  two  emperors  who  weteindebted  for  their  purple  to  his&voiur, 
began  tpeolka  their  forces,  with  the  intention  either  of  difputing  or  '{^^^ 
of  dividing  the  dominions  which  he  had  left  without  a  mafter.  Thef 
were  po&aded  however  to  delift  from  the  former  defignt  and  to 
agree  in  the  latter.  The  provinces  of  Afia  fdl  to  the  lhare  of 
Maximin,  and  thofe  of  Europe  augmented  the  portion  of  Lidnius, 
The  Hellefpont  and  .  the  Thracian  BoTphorus  fonned  their  mti» 
cnal  boundary,  and  the.  banks  of  thofe  narrow  kaM,  which  flowed 
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in  the  miglit  of  the  Roman  world,  were  covered  with  foldiers,  with 
armt,  and  with  fortiEcations.  The  deaths  of  Maximian  and  of 
Galerius  reduced  the  number  of  emperors  to  four.  The  fenfe 
of  their  true  intereft  foon  conneaed  Licinius  and  Conftantine  ;  a 
ficret  was  concluded  between  Maximin  and  Maxeuiius,  and 

their  unhappy  fubjeas  expeded  with  terror  the  bloody  confequencc* 
of  their  ine^table  dKTenfions,  which  were  no  longer  reftraiaed 
'by  the  fear  or  the'refpea  which  they  entertained  for  Galerius 
AdmJn5nra-  '    Amoog  fo  many  crimes  and  misfortunes  occafioned  by  the 
Samine       pdfions  of  thc  Romatt  princes,  there  is  feme  pleafurc  in  difcovering 
Sfi  so6-  a  fingl«  ^^^^^  may  be  afcribed  to  their  virtue.    In  the 

ii**         fizth  year  of  his  reign  Conftantine  vifited  the  city  of  Autun,  and 
geneioufly  remitted  the  arrears  of  tribute,  Kdiicing  at  the  fame 
time  the  proportion  of  their  afleflment,  from  twenty-five  to  eighteen 
thoT:^and  "pcrfons,  fubjed  to  the  capitation  *\      Yet  even  this 
sndidgence  affords  the  moft  unqueftionable  proof  of  the  public 
mifcry.     This  tax  was  fo  extremely  opprcflive,  either  in  itfelf 
or  in  the  mode  of  colleaing  it,  that  whilft  the  revenue  was 
increafed  by  ext(»tion,  it  was  diminifhed  by  defpair :  a  confider- 
able  ^rtpf  the  territory  of  Autun  was  left  uncultivated  ;  and  great 
Blimbers  of  the   provincials  rather  chofe  to  live  as  exiles  and 
outlaws,  than  to  fupport   the   weight  of  civil  focicty.     It  is- 
but  too  probable  that  the  bountiful  emperor  relieved,  by  a  par- 
tial adl  of  liberality,  one  among  the  many  evils  which  he  had 
cau(ed  by  his  general  maxims  of  adminiftration.    But  even  thofe 
'lP«»;m»  were  lefs  the  effea:  of  choice  than  t)f  ncceflity.    And  if 
we  except  the  death  of  Maximian,  the  rctgn  of  Conftantine  in  Gaul 
■  feems  to  have  been  the  moft  innocent  and  even  virtuous  period  of 
bis  life.    The  provinces  were  protedcd  by  his  prefcnce  from  the 
huoads  of  the  barbarians,  who  either  dreaded  or  experienced  his 
afiive  valour.    After  a  fignal  vidory  over  the  Franks  and  Ale- 
manniv  fcvenJ  of  their  princes  were  expofed  by  his  order  to  the 
»  •  *  wild 
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wUd  beaftt  in  tlie  amphitlieatre  of  Tievei.  and  the  people  feeoi 
to  have  enjoyed  the  Ipcdade^  ^viAoiit  dllbovering,  in  fach  a 
treatment  of  royal  captivet»  any  thi^g  that  was  repi^nant  to  die 
laws  of  nations  or  of  humanity  *\ 

The  virtues  of  Conllantine  were  rendered  more  iUofirious  by  die  granny 
vices  of  Maxentius.  Whilft  the  Gallic  provinces  enjoyed  as  much  itaiy  and 
happinels  as  the  cooditbn  of  the  times  was  capaUe  of  lecdving,  a.'d.*)o6-! 
Italy  and  Africa  groaned  under  the  dominion  of  a  tyrant  as  con- 
temptlble  as  he  was  odious.  The  zeal  of  flattery  and  fadlon  has 
indeed  too  frequently  facrificed  the  reputation  of  the  vanqui£bed,  to 
the  glory  of  their  fuccefsful  rivals;  but  even  thofe  writers  who 
have  revealed»  with  the  mofl  freedom  and  pleafure,  the  faults  of 
Conftantine^  unanimoufly  confcfs,  that  Maxentius  was  cruel,  ra* 
pacious,  and  profligate*'.  He  had  the  good  fortune  to  fupprcfs 
a  flight  rebellion  ia  Africa.  The  governor  and  a  few  adherents 
had  been  guilty ;  the  province  fufFercd  for  their  crime.  The 
flourifliing  cities  of  Cirtha  and  Carthage,  and  the  whole  extent 
of  that  fertile  country,  were  wafted  by  fire  and  fvvord.  The  abufe 
of  viiftory  was  followed  by  the  abufe  of  law  and  juftice.  A  for- 
midable army  of  fycophants  and  delators  invaded  Africa  ;  the  rich 
and  the  noble  were  eafily  convidted  of  a  connexion  with  the 
rebels ;  and  thofe  among  them  who  experienced  the  emperor's 
clemency,  were  only  puniOied  by  the  confifcation  of  their  eftates 
So  fignal  a  victory  was  celebrated  by  a  magnificent  triumph,  and 
.Maxentius,  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  the  people  the  fpoils  and  cap- 
tives'of  a  Roman  province.  The  flate  of  the  capital  was  -  no  ]efs 
deferving  of  compaffion  than  that  of  Africa.  The  wealth  of  Rome 
iuj^lied  an  inexhauftible  IFnnd  for  lus  vain  and  prodigal  expences, 
and  the  jdninifters  of  lus  revenue*  were  ikilled  in  die  drts  of  rapine. 
It  was  under  his  reign  that  the  method  of  exa^ng  a  ^ei  gift 
from  the  fenators  was  firft  invented,  and  as  the  fum  was  infenfifaly 
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increafcd,  the  pre:ence8  of  levying  it,  a  viflory,  a  birth,  a  marriage,  or 
an  imperial  confulfhip,  were  proportionably  muhiplied  **.  Maxentiiw 
had  imbil)cd  the  fame  implacable  averfioa  to  the  fenate,  which  had 
char4<[lerifed  moil  of  the  former  tyrants  of  Rome :  nor  was  it  poIFible 
fat  hU  ungrateful  temper  to  forgive  the  generoot  fidelity  wluch 
had  raiied  htm  to  the  duoiie»  «id  fupported  him  agaiaft  all  Ida 
eoemlct.  The  lives  of  the  fenatort  were,  cxpofed  to  hi«  jealous 
(ii^piditMiSt  the  diflMMioiir  of  their  wives  and  daughters  heightened 
the  gntifieation  of  his  lenfual  paifions  ^.  It  may  he  {nefiimed* 
that  an  imperial  lover  was  feldom  reduced  to  figh  in  vain  ;  bttt 
whenever  perfuafion  proved  ineffeftnal»  he  had  ceconrle  to  violencei 
end  diece  remains  one  memorahle  example  of  t  abUe  matron, 
who  preierved  her  diafiity  by  a  volontaiy  death.  The  Ibldiers 
were  the  only  order  of  men  whom  he  appeared  to  refpedt  or 
^Iq^  to  pfeafew  He  filled  Rome  and  Italy  with  armed  troop«». 
connived  at  their  tHnuiIts>  fuffered  them  with  impnni^  to  plnnder, 
and  even  ta  maflacre*  ihe  defenceleft  people,^,  and  indulging 
them  in  the  lame  licentikmfiieft  which  dieir  emperor  enjoyedt 
Maaentitts  often  beftowed  on  his  military  fiivourites  dief^endi^ 
-villa,  or  the  beautiful  wife  of  a  fenator.  A  prince  of  fucb  * 
charadcTt  alike  incapable  of  governing  either  in  peace  or  in  war, 
might  pOKhafe  the  fupport,  but  he  could  never  obtain  the  efleetn 
of  the  army.  Yet  his  pride  was  equal  to  his  other  vices.  Whilft 
he  pafled  his  indolent  UfCf  either  within  the  walls  of  his  pa1ace>. 
or  in  the  neighbouring  gardens  of  Sallaft»  he  was  repeatedly  heard 
to  declare*  that  he  alone  was  emperor,  and  that  the  other  princes* 
were  no  more  than  his  lieutenants,  on  whom  he  had  devolved  the- 
defence  of  the  frontier  provinces,  that  he  might  enjoy  without 
interniption  the  elegant  luxury  of  the  capital.  Rome,  which  had 
ib  long  regretted  the  abfcnce,  lamented*  during  the  lix  years  of  hiiff 
xcign^  the  prefcnce  of  her  ibvcieiga 
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Thoueh  Coaftaatiac  might  view  the  condufl:  of  Maxentlus  with  ^^^'^  ^J"^  ^ 
abhorrencc,and  the  fituation  of  the  Romans  with  compaffion,  we  have  ^jntinc  ind 
no  leafon  to  prefume  that  he  would  have  taken  up  arms  to  puniflx  A.D.  jta^ 

the  one  or  to  relieve  the  other.  Bat  the  tyrant  of  Italy  raflily 
ventured  to  provoke  a  formidable  enemy,  whofc  ambition  had  been 
hitherto  reftrained  by  confiderations  of  prudence,  rather  than  by 
principles  of  juftice  **.  After  the  death  of  Maximian,  his  title*, 
according  to  the  eflablifhed  cuftom,  had  been  erafed*  and  his  Hatues  . 
thrown  down  with  ignominy.  His  fon,  who  had  perfecuted  and 
defer  ted  him  when  alive,  affeded  to  difplay  the  mod  pious  re«- 
garS  for  his  memory,  and  gave  orders  that  a  fimilar  treatment  (hould 
be  immediately  inflided  on  all  the  ftatues  that  had  been  ereded  in 
Italy  and  Africa  to  the  honour  of  Conftantine,  That  wife  prince* 
Vfho  fincerely  wilhed  to  decline  a  war,  the  difficulty  and  im-  *• 
portance  of  which  he  was  fufficiently  acquainted  with,  at  firH 
diffembled  the  infult,  and  fought  for  redrefs  by  the  milder  ex^ 
pcdients  of  negociation,  till  he  was  convinced,  that  the  hollile  and 
ambitious  dcfigns  of  the  Italian  emperor,  made  it  neceflary  for  him 
to  arm  in  his  own  defence.  Maxentius,  who  openly  avowed  hia 
pretenfions  to  the  whole  monarchy  of  the  Weft,  had-  already  pre- 
pared a  very  confiderable  force  to  invade  the  Gallic  provinces  oa 
the  fide  of  Rhxiia,  and  though  he  could  not  expe£l  any  affiftance  fronv 
Licinius,  he  was  flattered,  that  the  legions  of  Illyricum,  allured  by  his 
prcfents  and  prcmifcs,  would  defert  the  ftandard  of  that  prince,  and 
unanimoufly  declare  themfclves  his  foldiers  and  fubjcdls  Coa- 
ftantine  no  longer  hefitated.  He  had  deliberated  with  caution,  he 
aded  with  vigour.  He  gave  a  private  audience  to  the  amballadors^ 
who,  in  the  name  of  the  fenate  and  people,  conjured  him  to  deliver 
Rome  from  a  deteftcd  tyrant  ;  and,  without  regarding  the  timid 
rcmonftrances  of  his  council,  he  refolved  to  pre?eQt  the  eoemya. 
and  to  carry  the  war  into  the  heart  of  Italy  [\ 
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The  enterprife  was  as  full  of  danger  as  of  glory ;  and  the  un- 
foccefsful  event  of  two  former  ioyafioni  vu  fuf^cient  to  infpire 
the  moft  fisricus  appreheoilQnB.   The  ^eCCfUfl  trpqgit  who  revered 
the  name  of  Mmadnif  had  cnybcieed  i&  bodi  t|iole  snn  the  partf 
«f  his  fon,  and  vpeve  mm  fcftnioed  by  a  &o&  of  honourt  as  ivell  m 
^  ifitereft,  fnwiMBitidpiag;  •&  idea  of  t^&otiaA  ddfertion.  Mo^ 
CBtiiiSf  who  danlideied  Hhe  Pmtorian  guardi  a»:tbe  fioaell  defenoe 
vf  liii  tiiraiiei  had  mcnoJed  then  lo  thdr  aacicat  eftihliflmenti 
•ad  fliey  compofed,  indttdiag  the  reft  of  ^  Italiaat  mho  nffue  iap 
liled  into  his  firvke,  s  fimnMable  bodjpi louricore  t|u)i)(aiKt  lotii. 
Tcnf  tbovftfld  -Moocs.and  Othaeinians . h«4-  heeairyUed  £9qe  the 
nduftfan  of  Afiiau  BmSkaljfamih(cdk^pcppor6oac£pqof%i 
•ad'  Ae-anny  df  Msveotkis  aoiouated  to  no  left       oae  hpgdnil 
•«iid  Semaj  thoufaad  fixtf,  and  eSghieen  thoofiiad  hodc.  /The 
iralih  of  Itriy^ippii^  (he  cipftncies  of  Afr..tnt  i  and  thQ.ii^|iM)n^. 
-frevSkbct-srere  exttadftcd  to  lisrm  iaiBiffife  ipigaggncs  of  qom  mif 
«my  6dier]cinl  of  famnfians.  The  whole  fotjoc  of  Omftliiline 
codfifled  of  maety  thoofimd loot  and  eight  thouiaod  hoi^e" ;  M|d 
!$i  dK  defeace  of  the  Mioe  requucd  a  mre  than  cprnqapa  ajtM9- 
*tioB  diiriog.  die  aUence  xif  die  «n6iperar>  it  svaa  not  ia  hiS'power  W 
lemploy  above  half  lus  tAx>p8  in  die  Italian  expeditKMi»  ^^nleft  he 
'  Sacrificed  the  public  fafety  to  his  •private^iarrd      At tihe  head  ntf 
about  forty  tbouiand  ibidiers,  he  marched  to  encounter  an  eaeaif 
whofic  numbers  were  at  leaft  four  dmes  fuperlor  to  his  owa.  Bat 
•the  armies  of  Italy,  placed  at  a|eciire  diilance  from  danger,  were 
'cherrated  by  iodulgence  and  luxury.    Habituated  to  the^MtthaAl|d 
theatres  of  Rome,  they  took,  the  field  with  reludance,  and  wCfe 
chiefly  ccnnpofcd  of  veterans  who  had  almoft  forgotten,  or  of  new 
levies  who  had  never  acquired,  the  ufe  of  arms  and  the  pradice 
of  war.    The  hardy  krgions  of  Gaul  had  long  defended  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  dmpiro  againll  the  barbarians  of  the  North  ;  and  in  the 
'  performance  of  that  laborious  fcrvice^  their  valour  was  exercifed 

and 
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and  their  dlfcipiinc  confirmed.    There  appeared  the  fame  diflcrence 
between  the  leaders  as  between  the  armies.    Caprice  or  Hatrcry  had 
tempted  Maxcntius  with  the  liopes  of  conqued  :  but  thefc  aipiring 
hopes  foon  gave  way  to  the  habits  of  pleafurc  and  the  conrcioufncfs  of 
his  inexperience.  The  intrepid  mind  of  Conftantinc  had  been  trained 
*  from  his  earlicft  youth  to  war,  to  ailion,  and  to  military  command. 
When  Hannibal  marched  from  Gaul  into  Italy,  he  was  obliged, 
firft,  to  difcovcr,  and  then  to  open,  a  way  over  mountains  and  ConflmiiiMr 
through  favage  nations  that  had  never  yielded  a  paflage  to  a  regular  Algt, 
army       The  Alps  were  then  guarded  by  nature,  they  are  now  forti- 
fied by  art.    Citadels  conftructcd  with  no  lefs  (kill  than  labour  anji 
expcnce,  command  every  avenue  into  the  plain,  and  on  that  fide 
render  Italy  ahnoit  Inacccffible  to  the  enemies  of  tlie  king  of  Sar- 
dinia **.    But  in  the  courfc  of  the  intermediate  period,  the  generalsr 
tvho  have  attempted  the  paflage,  have  feldom  experienced  any  dif- 
ficuhy  or  refiitance.    In  the  age  of  Conflantine,  the  pcaliints  of 
the  mountains  were  civilized  and  obedient  lubje^ts;  the  country 
'V/iS  plentifully  ftockcd  with  provilions,  and  the  ftupcndous  high- 
-ways  which  the  Romans  had  carried  over  the  Alps,  opened  fever^l 
communications  between  Gaul  and  Italy       Conilantine  preferred 
the  road  of  the  Cottian  Alps,  or  as  it  is  now  called,  of  Mount 
Ccnis,  and  led  his  troops  with  fuch  a<llive  diligence,  that  he  dc- 
fcended  into  the  plain  of  Piedmont  before  the  court  of  Maxcntius 
had  received  any  certain  intelligence  of  his  departure  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine.    The  city  of  Sui'a,  however,  which  is  fituated 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cenfs,  was  furroundcd  with  walls,  and  prp- 
y'lded  with  a  garrifon  fufficiently  numerous  to  check  tlie  progrcfs  of  • 
an  invader ;  but  the  impatience  of  Conftantine's  troops  difdained 
the  tedious  forms  of  a  ficge.    The  fame  day  that  they  appeared  be- 
fore Sufa,  they  applied  lire  to  the  gates,  and  ladders  to  the  walls  ; 
and  mounting  to  the  aflault  amidft  a  fliowcr  of  ftones  and  arrows^ 
they  entered  the  place  fword  in  haad».  aad  cut  in  pieces  the  greated 
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part  of  the  garrifon.   The  flames  were  cxtlnguiflied  by  the  care  of 
Conftantine,  and  the  remains  of  Sufa  preferved  from  total  deftruc- 
tion.    About  forty  miles  from  thence,  a  more  fevere  conteft  awaited 
him.    A  numerous  army  of  Italians  was  alTembled  under  the  lieu- 
lAuleeC       tenants  of  Maxentius  in  the  plains  of  Turin.    Its  principal  ftrength 
confifted  in  a  fpecies  of  heavy  cavalry,  which  the  Romans,  fmcc 
the  decline  of  their  difcipline,  had  borrowed  from  the  nations  of  the 
^         £aft.    The  horfes,  as  w<?ll  as  the  men,  were  clothed  in  complete 
armour,  the  joints  of  which  were  artfully  adapted  to  the  motion* 
of  their  bodies.    The  afpedt  of  this  cavalry  was  formidable,  the 
■weight  almoft  irrefiflible  ;  and  as,  on  this  occafion,  their  generals  • 
tad  drawn  them  up  in  a  compact  column  or  wedge,  with  a  fliarp 
point,  and  with  fprcading  flanks,  they  flattered  thcmfelvcs  that  they 
Should  eafily  break  and  trample  down  the  army  of  Conftantine. 
They  might  perhaps  have  fucceeded  in  their  defign,  had  not 
th^  experienced  advcrfary  embraced  the  fame  method  of  defence, 
■'which  in  fimilar  circumftances  had  been  pradifed  by  Aurellan. 
The  Ikilful  evolutions  of  Conftantine  divided  and  baffled  this  maffy 
column  of  cavalry.    The  troops  of  Maxentius  fled  in  confufion  to- 
-wards  Turvn ;  and  as  the  gates  of  the  city  were  fhut  againft  them, 
very  few  efcaped  the  fword  of  the  vldtorlous  purfuers.    By  this 
important  fervlce,  Turin  defcrvcd  to  experience  the  clemency  and 
even  favour  of  the  conqueror.    He  made  his  entry  into  the  imperial 
palace  of  Milan,  and  almoft  all  thexities  of  Italy  between  the  Alps 
and  the  Po  not  only  acknowledged  the  power*  but  enibraced  with 
zeal  the  party  of  Conftantine  **.  . 
Siege  and        Vtom  Milan  to  Rome,  the  JEmilian  «id  Fhmiiiiaa  highways 
ywX      opened  an  cafy  march  of  about  four  hundred  inilet  j  but  though 
Conftantine  wu  impatient  to  eocounter  the  tyrant,  he  prudently 
turned  his  arms  agaiaft  «iiothar  army  of  Italians*  who,  *by  their 
ftrength  and  pofition,  might  either  oppofe  his  progrcfs,  or*  in  cafe 
fiS  a  {nisfortunc,  might  intercept  hta^retre^t.    Rurici^s  Pompeianus, 
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a  gCDCEal  difiinguHhed  ^'^^  valour  and  ahtfity,  bad  under  his 
^nunand  tbe  c^ty  of  Verona,  and  all  the  troops  that  were  flationed 
to  the  piovinceof  VeaftM.  As  ibon  as  he  was  informed  that  Gon- 
flaatiiie  was  ^dvanddg  towards  him,  he  detached  «  large  body  of 
cavalry,  which  was  defeated  ia  an  eoj^pifanent  near  Brefeiar  and 
purfued  by  the  Gallic  legions  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Verona.  Tk^ 
neceflity,  the  importance,  and  the  difficulties  of  the  liege  of  Verona, 
Immediately  predated  thanfelves  to  the  iagadoiii  mind  o(  Coof 
ilantine  The  asj  was  aecdBble  only  by  a  narrow  peninfula  to- 
wards the  weft*  as  the  other  three  fides  were  furrounded  by  the 
Adige^  %  mgid  river  which  covered  the  province  of  Venetla,  from 
whence  the  bcfieg^  deriv^  an  inexhauftible  fupply  of  men  and 
pcoviGons.  It  was  not  without  great  difficulty,  and  after  fcveral 
fruitlefs  attempts,  that  Conftantine  found  means  to  pafs  the  river 
^t  Tome  diilance  above  the  city,  and  in  a  place  where  the  torrent 
was  lefs  violent.  He  then  encompalTed  Verona  with  (Irong  lines, 
pufhed  his  attacks  with  a  prudent  vigour,  and  repelled  a  defperate 
ially  of  Pompcianus.  That  intrepid  general,  when  he  had  ufed 
every  means  of  defence  that  the  flrength  of  the  place  or  that  of  the 
garriibn  could  afford,  fecretly  efcaped  from  Verona,  anxious  not  fur 
his  own  but  for  the  public  fafety.  With  indefatigable  diligence  he 
foon  coUefted  an  army  fufficlent  cither  to  meet  Conftantine  ia  the 
jfleld,  or  to  attack  him  if  he  obflinately  remained  within  hie  lines* 
The  emperor,  attentive  to  the  motions,  and  informed  of  the  ap- 
proach of  fo  formidable  an  enemy,  left  a  part  of  his  legions 
to  continue  the  operations  of  the  fiege,  whilft,  at  the  head  of 
thofe  troops  on  whofe  valour  and  fidelity  he  more  particularly  de- 
pended, he  advanced  in  pcrfon  to  engage  the  general  of  Maxen- 
tius.  1  he  army  of  Gaul  was  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  according  to 
the  ufual  praQice  of  war;  but  their  experienced  leader,  perceiving 
that  the  numbers  of  the  Italians  far  exceeded  his  own,  fuddenly 
changed  his  dirpofjtion,  and  reducing  the  fecond,  extended  the  front 
of  his  firlll  line  to  a  juft  proportion  with  that  of  the  enemy.  Such 
Vol.  I.  I  i  i  evolutions* 
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erolutionSy  wliich  only  veteran  troops  can  execute  without  coa- 
fafion  in  a  moment  of  danger,  commonly  prove  decllive :  but  as 
this  engagement  began  towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  and  was  con- 
tefted  mth  great  obftinacy  during  the  whole  night,  there  was  lefs 
room  for  the  ability  of  the  generals  than  for  the  courage  of  the  fol- 
diers.    The  return  of  light  difplayed  the  vidory  of  Conftantine, 
and  a  field  of  carnage  covered  with  many  thoufands  of  the  van- 
quifhcd  Italians.    Their  general  Pompeianus  was  found  among  the 
flain  ;  Verona  immediately  furrendcrcd  at  difcretion,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  was  made  prifoners  of  war       When  the  officers  of  the  vic- 
torious army  congratulated  their  mafter  on  this  important  fuccefs, 
they  ventured  to  add  fome  refpe<flful  complaints,  of  fuch  a  nature, 
however,  as  the  moft  jealous  monarchs  will  liflen  to  witliout  dif- 
plcafure.     They  reprcfented  to  Conflantine,  that,  not  contented 
with  performing  all  the  duties  of  a  commander,  he  had  expol'cd  Ins 
own  perfon  with  an  exccfs  of  valour  which  almod  degenerated  into 
raflincls ;  and  they  conjured  him  for  the  future  to  pay  more  regard 
to  the  prefer vation  of  a  life,  in  which  the  fafety  of  Rome  and  of 
th«  empire  was  involved 
tndoienceud     .While  Gmftantine  fignalized  Us  conduft«nd  Talour  m  the  field; 

fcan  of  MttTr  ' 

tuin.  the  ibveteign  of  Italy  ap^^eared  infenfible  of  die  cabmtties  and 
danger  of  a  civil  war  whicK  raged  in  the  heart  of  his  dominions; 
PlcafuFe  waa  ftill  the  only  bufinefs  of  Maxentios.  Goticealing,  or 
at  leaft  attempting  to  eonceal,  from  the  public  knowkdge  the  mi&> 
lortunes  of  his  arms^,  -he  indulged  himfelf  in  a  vain  confidence 
which. .  deferred  die  remediea  of  the  approaching  evil,  wit&oot 
defirrring  the  evil  itielf*V  The  rapid  prdgrefs  of  'Gonftantine" 
was  Icarcely  ftriflident  to  awalttn  him  from  this  fatal  fecurity ;  he 
flattered  himfelf*  that  his  weU-known  liberality,  and  the  majeflir 
of  the  Roman  name,  which  had  atraidy  delivered  him  from  two 
invaiions,  wotild  dilfipate  with  the  fame  facility  the  rebelUbus  army 
of  Gaul.  The  officers  of  experience-  and  ability*  who  had  ferved 

undfec 


.OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  W 

under  the  banners  of  Maximian,  were  at  length  compelled  to  in- 
form his  effeminate  fon  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  he  wa$ 
reduced  ;  and,  widi  a  freedom  that  at  once  furpriled  and  convinced 
him,  to  urge  the  neceffity  of  preventing  his  ruin,  by  a  vigorous  ex- 
ertion of  his  remaining  power.  The  refources  of  Maxeoiius,  both 
of  men  and  money,  were  ftill  conHdcrable. ,  The  I^tetorian  guards 
felt  how  Arongly  their  own  intereft  and  fafety  were  connedled  with 
his  caufe;  and  a  third  army  was  foon  coUe^ed,  more  numerous 
than  thofe  which  had  been  loft  in  the  battles  of  Turin  and  Verona. 
It  was  far  from  the  intendon  of  the  onperor  to  lead  hit  troops  in 
perfon.  A  ftranger  to  the  ezercifes  of  wari  he  tremhled  at  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  fo  dangerous  a  qonteft.;  and  as  fear  ia  icommonly  fa<- 
perftitious,  he  gave  a  mdancholy  attentiim  to  the  nimonrs  of  omena 
and  prefages  which  feemed  to  menace  his  life  and  empire.  8hame 
at  length  fupplied  the  place  of  courage,  and  forced  him  to  take  the 
field.  He  was  unable  to  fuftatn  ibt  contempt  of  the  Roman  people. 
The  circus  refounded  with  their  indignant  damonrit  and  they.tu- 
multooufly  befieged  the  gates  of  the  palaoe>  repioachSng  the  pufilla* 
nimity  of  their  indolent  Ibvereign,  and  celebrating  the  heroie  fpirie 
of  Gonflantine  Before  ..Maxentius  lefk  Rome,  he.  coitfulted  Jthe 
Sibylline  books.  .  The  guardian  -^of  the^  -ja^P^  oracles  were  -al  •> 
well  vcrfcd  in  th^-arts  of  thb  world*  as  the^  were  tgnorant  of' the 
fecreta  of  fate ;  and  diey  returned  htm  a  very  prudent  anfwer, 
which  mig^t  adopt  itlelf  to  die  even^  ^nd  fe^qre  their  i!eputati<Hr 
whatever  flumU  be  the  chance  of  arns^.  - 

The  cderity  of  Conflantine's  march  has  bden  coit pared  to  the  ^  '"^""^  '^^ 
rapid  oonqueft  of  luly  -by  the  firtt  of  the  Catun  $  nor  is  the  flatter- »»'  Rotnc 
ing  parallel  repugnant  to  the  truth  of  hifiory,  fince  no  more  than  tSthol!A«r. 
fifty-eight  days  dapfed  betweep,  the  l^rrendertqf  Verona  .and. die: 
final  decifion  of  the  war.  Omflantiiffs  had  alwaya.apprehended  that 
the  tyrant  would  Men  to  the  diOates  of  fear,  and  perhaps  {if  pru-i 
dence;  and  that,  infiead  of  Hiking  his  laft  hopes  in  a  general  en- 
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gageiteti  lie         fbrnt  himftlf  «p  wichia  Ae  mdb  of  ltolB& 
His  tmple  magazines  feouftd  liia  igaiuft  'tiM  dftqger  of  fiuDine  i 
luid  as  ilite  fiioatiba  of  Oottftafttioe  admkied  notitf  dohj,  ho  ai^ 
have  twen  iredta(fe&  Co  tbe  &d  tteoeflhjr  bf  MrbTing;  with  fiie  and 
Avord  tho  iotpenalcity,  thettwaid  of  htivianrf,  ami  theddirefsiioe- 
of  fi4ttohhad  been  ike  ntfoctve,  or  rather  iMtoedtfao^tenoe^  of  Ar 
cSvilwar*'.  It^Minritheqiialilirprilc'iiidpIesf^^ 
it  a  place  ^led  iki^  llubfa,  about  fiine^aiika'fiiNlk  Rone^*  he 
difcofcred  the  arihy  of  h^i^Mtks  iire^ed '    give  hhn  hstlk  '^^  * 
Thdr  kmg  front  tilled  a  ^ery  f^adbiis'j^Saui,  noA  lbax 'dbepwixf 
Kached  to  the  banfts  ^the  l>ter>  >i»Mcli  cohered  their  rear,  Ofed 
foAade  their  retreat.    Weite:ialblHMd»:Mlld  tlw'l&afMewe,  thlK 
Conftantine  difpofed  'his  troops  wfth  iodafiiraihate  lk31»  imd'  that  he 
chofe  for  himfelf  the  poft  of  honour  and  danger.  Ditlinguiihed 
by  the  fplendour  of  his  arms,  he  charged  in  perfon  the  cavalry  of 
his  rival ;  and  hie  irrefifliWe  attadc  determined  the  fortune  of  the 
day.    The  cavalry  of  Maxentius  was  principally  compofed  cither 
of  unwieldy  cuirafliers,  or  of  light  Moors  and  Numidiam.  Thef 
yielded  to  the  vigour  of  the  Gallic  horfe,  whifch  pdAHTed  more  aSi- 
vity  than  the  one,  more  firmnefs  than  the  other.    The  defeat  of 
tlic  two  wings  left  the  infantry  without  any  proteftion  tJn  its 
flanks,  and  the  undifciplincd  Italians  fled  Without  reludfance  from 
the  ftandard  of  a  tyrant  whom  they  had  always  hated,  and  wholn 
they  no  longer  feared.     The  Pratorians,  confcious  that  their  of- 
fences were  beyond  the  reach  of  mercy,  weie  animated  by  revenge 
anddcfpair.    Notwithftanding  their  repeated  efforts,  thofe  brave  vcte- 
^  rans  were  unable  to  recover  the  vi^ory :  they  obtained,  howeVer,  an 
honourable  death  ;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  their  bodies  covered  the 
lame  ground  which  had  been  occupied  by  their  ranks The  coufufion 
then  bebame  general,  and  the  difmaycd  troops  of  Maxentius,  purfued 
by  an  implacable  enemy,  ruftied  by  thoufands  into  the  deep  and  rapid 
ftream  of  the  l^ber.    The  emperor  himfcif  attempted  to  efcape 
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,  h»ck  into  the  city  over  the  MUvum  bridge,  hot  the  crowds  -which 
^fttSed  together  ttnough  that  narrow  paflfage,  forced  him  iato  the 
river,  where  'he  was  immediately  drowned  -by  -the  weight  of  his 
Armour  His  body,  which  had  fiink  very  deep  into  the  mud, 
%tts  found  wttfa  fome  difficulty  the  next  Iday.  The  fight  of  his  head, 
^hen  it  wa9  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  die  people, -convinced  them  of  their 
deHveranoe,  -and'adaciiilhed  Ihem  to  receive,  with  acclamations  of 
loyalty  and  gratitude,  tke'ferfiiiiite  Omftantine,  who  thus  atchieved 
ky  his  valour  and  abflity  the  moll  fplendid  enterprife  of  his  life 

In  tfae  vfe  of  Tidory,  CSonftamiiw  neither  deferves  the  praife  of  lUimerim 
elemeaey,  nor  the  eenfurc  of  ixmnoderate  rigour  He  inflided 
the  iame  treatment,  to  -which  a  defeat  would  hsreexpofed  fais  own 
perfon  and  family,  put  to  death  die  two  ions  of  the  tyrant,  and 
carefully  extirpated  his  whole  race.  It  was  natural  that  the  moft 
dillinguifhed  a(Hierents  of  Maxenttus  fliould  ihare  his  fate,  as  dwj 
kad  (hared  his  profperity  and  his  crimes :  but  when  the  Roman 
people  loudly  demanded  a  greater  number  of  vi£dmS(  he  refiftedt 
with  firmncfs  and  humanity,  thofe  fervile  clamours  which  were 
dictated  by  flaftrery  as  well  as  by  refentmenc.  Informers  were 
punifhed  and  di&ouraged ;  the  innocent,  who  had  fuffered  under 
the  late  tyranny,  were  recalled  from  exile,  and  reftored  to  their 
eftates.  A  general  aA  of  oblivion  quieted  the  minds  and  fettled 
the  property  of  the  people,  both  in  Italy  and  in  Africa  The 
firft  time  that  Conilantine  honoured  the  fenate  with  his  prefence, 
he  recapitulated  his  own  fervices  and  exploits  in  a  modeft  oration, 
.  .  afiured  that  illuftrioiM  order  of  his  fincere  regard,  and  promifed 
to  re-eftablifli  its  ancient  dignity  and  privileges.  The  grateful 
fenate  repaid  thefe  unmeaning  profeffions  by  the  empty  titles  of 
honour,  which  it  was  yet  in  their  power  to  beftow ;  and  without 
-prefuming  to  ratify  the  authority  of  Conftantine,  they  pafled  a.* 
decree  to  affign  him  the  firfl:  rank  among  the  three  ylugufti  who 
governed  the  Roman  wo^d  Games  and  fe^vals  were  iofiicuted 
S  to 
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to  preferve  the  fame  of  his  vidory,  and  feveral  edifices  raifed 
at  the  expcnce  of  Maxcntius,  were  dedicated  to  the  honour  of 
his  fyccefsful  rival.    The  triumphal  arch  of  Conftaniine  Hill  re- 
mains a  melancholy  proof  of  the  decline  of  the  arts,  and  a  fingular 
teflimony  of  the  meaneft  vanity.    As  it  was  not  pofhblcto  find  in  the 
capital  of  the  empire,  a  fculptor  who  was  capable  of  adorning  that 
public  monument ;  the  arch  of  Trajan,  without  any  rcfpedl  cither 
for  his  memory  or  for  the  rules  of  propriety,  was  ftrippcd  of  its 
moft  elegant  figures.    The  difference  of  times  and  perfons,  of 
aflions  and  chara£lers,  was  totally   difrcgarded.     The  i^arthian 
captives  appear  proftratc  at  the  Icct  tjf  a  prince  who  never  had 
the  fmallcft  connexion  with  that  people;  and  curious  antiquarians 
can  ftill  diCcover  the  head  of  Trajan  on  the  trophies  of  Conftantine. 
The  new  ornaments  which  it  was  neceffary  to  introduce  between 
tlic  vacancies  of  ancient  fculpture,  are  executed  in  the  rudeft  and 
moft  unfkilful  manner 
■iki-cMdiift       The  final  abolition  of  the  PrxtoriaQ  cuards  was  a  meafure  of 
prudence  as  well  as  of  revenge.   Thofe  haughty  troops,  whofe 
numbers  and  privileges  had  been  reftored,  and  even  augmented  by 
Maxcntius  were  for  ever  fupprefled  by  G)nftantine.    Their  fortified 
camp  was  deftroyed,  and  the  few  Praetorians  who  had  cfcaped  the 
i'ury  of  the  fword,  were  difperfed  among  the  legions,  and  banifhed 
to  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  where  they  might  be  ferviceable 
without  again  becoming  dangerous       By  fupprefling  the  troops 
^bich  were  ufually  ftationed  in  Rome,  Conftantine  gave  the  fatal 
Hem  to  die  dignity  of  the  fenate  and  i)eople,  and  the  diiarmed 
capital  was  expofibd  wi^out  protedion  to  t|ie  infults  or  negleft  of 
•In  diftant  mafter.    We  may  obferve,  that  in  this  laft  effort  to 
preferve  their  expiring  freedom,  the  Romans,  from  the  appre- 
Jien(i<m  of  a  tribute,  jiad  rai(ip(l  Maxentius  to  the  throne.    He  ex- 
A€ked  that  tribute  from  the  fenate*  under  the  name  of  a  free  gift. 
They  implored  the  a£Bflaoce  of  Coqfiantbe.  He  vanquifhed  the 
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tTnuitj  aitd  converted  the  free  gift  into  a  perpetual  tax.  The 
fenatorst  according  to  the  declaration  which  was  required  of  their 
property,  were  divided  into  feveral  claflfes.  The  moft  opulent  paid 
annually  eight  pounds  of  gold,  the  next  cUfs  paid  four,  the  laft 
two,  and  thofe  whofe  poverty  might  have  claimed  an  exemption^ 
were  aflefled  however  at  feven  pieces  of  gold.  Befides  the  proper 
members  of  the  fenate,  their  fon?,  their  dcfrendants,  and  even  their 
relations,  enjoyed  the  vain  privileges,  and  fupported  the  heavy 
burdens,  of  the  fcnatorial  order  ;  nor  will  it  any  longer  excite 
our  furpriic,  that  Conftantine  (hould  be  attentive  to  increafe  the 
number  of  perfons  who  were  included  under  ib  ufeful  a  defcrip.. 
tion  After  the  defeat  of  Maxentius,  the  victorious  emperor 
pafTed  no  more  than  two  or  three  months  in  Rome,  which  he 
vifited  twice  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to  celebrate  the  folema 
fcftivals  of  the  tenth  and  of  the  twentieth  years  of  his  reign^ 
Conflantine  was  ahnuft  perpetually  in  motion  to  excrcifc  the  legions, 
er  to  inrpedl  the  (late  of  the  provinces.  Treves,  Milan,  Aquileia, 
Sirmium,  Naiflus  and  ThclTalonica,  were  the  occafional  places  of 
his  refidence,  till  he  founded  a  new  Rome  on  the  confines  of 
Europe  and  Afia 

Before  Conftantinc  marched  into  Italy,  he  had  fecurcd  the  friend-  His  alliance 
fliip  or  at  leaft  the  neutrality  or  Licinuis,  the  Illyrian  emperor.  a.D.  jij. 
He  had  promifcd  his  fifter  Conflantia  in  maniagc  to  that  prince; 
but  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials  was  deferred  till  after  the  con- 
dufion  of  the  war,  and  the  interview  of  the  two  emperors  at 
Milan,  which  was  appointed  for  that  purpolc,  fcemed  to  unite 
their  families  and  interefls        In  the  midft  of  the  public  feftivity 
they  were  fuddenly  obliged  to  take  leave  of  each  other.    An  inroad  ' 
of  the  Franks  fummoncd  Conflantine  to  the  Rhine,  and  the  hoftile 
approach  of  the  lovercign  of  Afia,  demanded  the  immediate  pre- 
fence  of  Licinius.    Maximin  had  been  the  fccret  ally  of  Maxentius,  ^«f|j«w«n- 
and  without  being  difcouraged  by  his  fate,  he  rcloived  to  try  the  Liciniot. 
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fortune  of  a  civil  war.  He  moved  out  of  Syria  towards  the  frontier* 
of  Bithynia  in  the  depth  of  winter-  The  iealbn  was  fcvcre  and 
tempcftuous;  great  numbers  of  men  as  well  as  horfes  periflied 
in  the  fnow  ;  and  as  the  roads  were  broken  up  by  inccffant  raios, 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  behind  him  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
heavy  baggage  which  was  unable  to  toUow  the  rapidity  of  his  forced 
marches.  By  this  extraordinary  effort  of  diligence,  he  arrived, 
with  a  harailed  but  formidable  army  on  the  banks  of  the  Thraciaa 
Bofphorus,  before  the  lieutenants  of  Licinius  were  apprized  of  hit 
hoftile  intention*.  Byzantium  furreadered  to  the  power  of  Max- 
imin,  after  a  ficge  of  eleven  days.  He  was  detained  fome  dayi 
under  the  walls  of  Heraclea  ;  ,and  he  had  no  fooner  taken  pofTefEon 
of  that  city,  than  he  was  alarmed  by  the  intelligence,  that  Liciniui 
had  pitched  his  camp  at  the  <liftance  of  only  eighteen  miles.  After 
a  fruitlefs  negociation,  in  which  the  two  princes  attempted  to 
leduce  the  fidelity  of  each  other's  adherents,  they  had  rccourfe 
to  arms.  The  emperor  of  the  Eaft  commanded  a  difciplined  and 
▼eteran  army  of  above  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  Licinius,  who 
had  colledled  about  thirty  thoufand  lllyrians,  was  at  firO:  oppreffed 
by  the  fuperiority  of  numbers.  His  military  fklll,  and  the  firmnefs 
of  his  troops  reftored  the  day,  and  obtained  a  decifive  vidory.  The 
incredible  I'pccd  which  Maximin  excited  in  his  flight,  is  much  more 
celebrated  than  his  prowefs  in  the  battle.  Twenty-four  hours  after- 
wards he  was  feen  pale,  trembling,  and  without  his  imperial  orna- 
ments, at  Ntcomedia,  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  the  place  of 
his  defeat.  Tlie  wealth  of  Afia  was  yet  unexhaufted  ;  and  though  the 
flower  of  his  veterans  had  fallen  in  the  late  a-dinn,  he  had  (lill  power,  if 
he  could  obtain  time,  to  draw  very  numerous  levies  from  Syria  and 
Egypt.  But  he  fur\'ived  his  niisforune  only  three  or  four  months. 
His  death,  which  happened  atTarfus,  was  varkmlly  alcrlbcd  to  dcTpair, 
to  poifon,  and  to  the  divine  juftice.  As  Maximin  was  alike  dcilitute 
of  abiUties  and  of  virtue,  he  was  Umeotfd  neither  hy  the  people  nor 
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by  the  foidicrs.   The  provinces  of  the  F.afl,  clciivercd  fiom  the  terror* 
of  civil  war,  cliccrfuUy  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Licinius 

The  vancjuiihed  emperor  left  behind  him  two  children,  a  boy  of  Cniehyof 
about  eight,  and  a  girl  of  about  feven  years  old.  Their  inofTenfivc 
age  might  have  excited  compafTion,  but  the  compafPion  of  Licinius 
was  a  very  feeble  refource,  nor  did  it  rcftrain  him  from  extingui/hin^ 
the  name  and  memory  of  his  advcrfary.  The  death  of  Severianus 
will  admit  of  lefs  excufe,  as  it  WM  dieted  neither  by  revenge 
aor  by  policy*  The  conqueror  had  never  received  any  injury  from 
the  father  of  tint  nnhappy  youth,  and  the  Ihott  and  cbfinire  rciga 
of  Sevecoa  in  a  diflant  part  of  the  empire  was  already  forgotten.  But 
the  execiitioo  of  CSuididiaaut  waa  an  .  ad  of  die  blackeft  cruelty  and 
ingratitude.  He  waa  the  natural  Ion  of  Galeriua,  the  iHend  and  bene- 
fiidor  of  LidatiM.  The  prudent  fatber  had  judged  him  too  young  to 
fuftain  the  weight  of  a  diadem ;  but  he  hoped  that  under  the  prote<6Uon 
of  princes,  who  were  indd>ted  to  hit  favour  for  the  imperial  pur|de^ 
Candidianus  might  pala  a  lecure  and  hoooorable  life.  He  was  now 
advancing  towards  the  twentieth  year  of  bis  age*  and  the  royalty 
of  hit  birth«  though  unfupported  eitho'  by  merit  or  ambition 
waa  fufficient  to  exafperate  the  jealous  mind  of  Lidoius  '*.  To 
Jtbefe  innocent  and  illuftrious  ▼idimaof  his  tyranny,  we  miifl  add 
the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  emperor  Diocletian.  When  that 
Iffincc  conferred  on  Galerius  the  title  of  Cacfar,  he  hatl  given  him  in 
marriage  his  daughter  Valeria,  whofe  melancholy  adventures  might 
fprnifli  a  very  fingular  fubjedt  for  tragedy.  She  had  fulfilled  and  even  Uofortirn>t« 
furpafled  the  duties  of  a  wife.  As  (he  had  not  any  children  her-  enpfcfi  v*. 
fclf,  fl\e  condefcended  to  adopt  the  illegitimate  fonofhcr  hufband^  mlioittf'*' 
nnd  invariably  dit'playcd  towards  the  unhappy  Cardidianus  thg 
tenderncfs  and  ansicty  of  a  real  motlicr.  After  the  death  of  Ga- 
lerius, her  ample  pufTcflions  provoked  the  avaiice,  and  her  pcrfanai 
attradions  excited  the  dcfires  of  his  fucccflbr  Maximin  He 
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had  a  wife  ftill  alive,  but  divorce  was  permitted  by  the  Roman  law, 
and  the  fierce  pafTions  of  the  tyrant  demanded  an  immediate  gra- 
tification. The  anfwcr  of  Valeria  was  fuch  as  became  the  daughter 
and  widow  of  emperors ;  but  it  was  tempered  by  the  prudence 
which  her  defcncelefs  condition  compelled  her  to  obfcrve.  She  re- 
prclcnted  to  the  pciToiis  whom  Maximin  had  employed  on  this 
occafion,  "  that  even  if  honour  could  permit  a  woman  of  her 
*'  characlcr  and  dignity  to  entertain  a  thought  of  feoond  nuptials, 
*<  decency  at  lead  muft  forbid  her  to  liAeii  to  hU  additflw  at  a 
*'  time  when  the  afkn  of  bar  bnibuid  and  hh  beacfiiftor  were 
«♦  ftil!  and  while  the  fonow»  of  htr  mind  were  ftill  espreM 

•*  by  her  moDrnbg  garments.  She  ventured  to  dedarc^  that  flie 
**.  could  place  very  little  confidence  in  the  profeffioni  of  a  man* 
whole  crud  inoonftan^  was  capable  of  repudtatii^  a  ftlthfol 
*^  and  afieOiooate  wife  "  On  this  repnUe>  the  love  of  Maximin 
was  ooaver^  into  farj,  and»  as  witneSes  and  judges  were  always 
at  his  diTpo&lf  it  was  tMfy  for  him  to  eorer  his  fwj  with  an 
appearance  of  legal  ptoccediogs,  and  to  perfecute  the  reputation  as 
wdl  as  the  happineft  of  Valeria.  Her  eftates  were  eonfifcatedf  her 
eunuchs  and  domeffics  den>ted  to  the  moft  inhuman  toitures,  and 
ieveral  innocent  and  zefpedahle  matrons,  who  were  honoured  witfi 
her  fijendlhtp,  fuffered  death  on  a  falfe  accuiation  of  adul^ry. 
The  empreft  herldf,  together  with  her  motiber  Prifcai  was  con- 
demned to  exile,  and  as  diey  were  ignonuniott%  hurried  from 
place  to  place  before  diey  were  confined  to  a  fequeftered  village  in  the 
deferts  of  Syria,  they  expofed  their  lhame  and  diftrefs  to  the  provinceso^ 
the  Eaft«  which,  during  thirty  years,  had  r^peded  their auguft  dignity. 
Diocletian  made  ieveral  ineffedual  efforts  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes 
of  his  daughter;  and,  as  the  lad  return  that  he  expected  for  tfa^ 
jmperial  purple,  which  he  had  conferred  upon  Maximin,  he  en- 
treated that  Valeria  might  be  permitted  to  lhare  his  retirement  of 
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Salona,  and  to  clofe  the  eyes  of  her  afflitflcd  father  He  entreated, 
but  as  he  could  no  longer  threaten,  his  prayers  were  received  with 
coldncls  and  difdain;  and  the  pride  of  Maximin  was  gratified, 
in  treating  Dioclciian  as  a  fuppliant,  and  his  daughter  as  a  criminal. 
The  death  of  Maximin  feemed  to  aflure  the  emprefles  of  a  favour- 
able alteration  in  their  fortune.  The  public  diforders  relaxed  the 
vigilance  of  their  guard,  and  they  eafily  found  means  to  elcapc 
from  the  place  of  their  exile,  and  to  repair,  though  with  fome 
precaution,  and  in  difguife,  to  the  court  of  Licinius.  His  be- 
haviour, in  the  firft  days  of  his  reign,  and  the  honourable  re- 
ception which  he  gave  to  young  Ctudidianus,  infpired  Valeria 
with  a  fecret  Iktu&Akxi,  bocli  OH  her  own  accomit,  tnd  on  that  of 
her  adopted  fim.  Bat  thefe  grateful  profpeOs  were  loon  fucoeeded 
by  honour  and  afiooilhnieni,  and  die  bloody  ezecutiont  ^^ikh 
fitioed  the  palace  of  Nioomedia*  fufficiently  convinced  her,  that  the 
throne  of  Maximin  vat  filled  by  a  tyrant  more  inhuman  than 
hiffl&lf.  Valeria  coofulted  her  fafety  by  a  hafty  flight,  and,  ilil| 
aocompaoied  by  her  mother  Prifca,  they  wandered  above  fifteen 
mootha  '*  through  the  provinces,  concealed  in  the  diiguife  of. 
plebeian  habits.  They  were  at  length  dilcovered  at  Theflalonica ; 
and  as  the  fcntence  of  their  death  was  already  pronounced,  they 
were  immediately  beheaded,  and  their  bodies  thrown  into  the  fca. 
The  people  gazed  on  the  melancholy  fpeOade;  but  their  grief 
and  indignation  were  fupprefled  by  the  terrors  of  a  military  guard. 
Such  was  the  unworthy  fate  of  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Diocletian. 
We  lament  their  misfortunes,  we  cannot  difcover  their  crime-,  and 
whatever  idea  we  may  juflly  entertain  of  the  cruelty  of  Licinius,  it 
remains  a  matter  of  furprilc,  that  he  was  not  contented  will* 
fome  more  fecret  and  decent  nieihod  of  revenge 

The  Roman  world  was  now  divided  between  Conflantinc  and  r^u^nel  he. 
Licinius,  the  former  of  whom  was  maflcr  ci  the  Wert,  and  the  (T*"«Mid 
latter  of  the  Eaft.    It  might  perhaps  have  been  exptcled  that  the  j^''^"  j*,^ 
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conquerors,  fatigued  with  civil  war,  and  conncdcd  by  a  private  aj 
well  as  public  alliance,  would  have  renounced,  or  at  lead  have  fui- 
pcnded,  any  farther  dcfigns  of  ambition.  And  yet  a  year  hail 
I'carccly  elapfcd  after  the  death  of  Maximin,  before  the  vidorious 
emperors  turned  their  arms  againft  each  other.  The  genius,  the 
fuccefs,  and  the  afpiring  temper,  of  CSonfbntine,  may  feem  to  mark 
him  out  aa  the  aggreflbr  ;  but  the  per6diou8  chara&er  of  Licintus 
Juflifies  the  nidi  unfavoonbk  ful^icioni,  and  1^  the  funt  light 
which  hiftorjr  refleOs  on  this  traafadion  "»  we  may  dtfcover  a 
confpiracy  fomented  hf  his  aits  againft  the.atK&ority  of  his  col- 
league, Gonftantine  had  lately  given  his  filler  Anaftafia-  in  mar- 
riage to  Baflianos,  a  man  of  a  confiderabie  Amily  and  fortune,  and 
had  elevated  his  new  kinfman  to  the  rank  of  Gaelar.  According  to 
the  fyftem  of  government  inAituted  by  Diocletian*  Italy»  and  per- 
haps Africa,  were  defigned  for  his  department  in  the  empire: 
But  the  performance  of  the  promised  fiivour  was  dther  attended 
with  ib  much  delay*  or  accompanied  with  fo  many  unequal  coo.- 
(Utioos,  that  the  fidelity  of  Baflianus  was  alienated  father  than 
fecurcd  by  the  honourable  dlAind^ion  which  he  had  obtained.  His 
nomination  had  been  ratified  by  the  confent  of  Licioius*  and  that 
artful  prince,  by  the  means  of  hia  emiflariest  foon  contrived  to 
enter  into  a  fecret  and  dangerous  correfptmdence  with  the  new 
Gxfar,  to  irritate  his  difcontent?,  and  to  urge  him  tO  the  rafli 
enterprife  of  extorting  by  violence  what  he  might  in  vain  folicit 
from  the  jurtice  of  Conlianiine.  But  the  vigilant  emperor  dif- 
covercd  the  conipiracy  before  it  was  ripe  for  execution  ;  and,  after 
folcronly  renouncing  the  alliance  of  Baflianus,  dclpoiled  him  of  the 
purple,  and  intlided  the  deferved  punifluncnt  on  liis  trcafon  and 
ingratitude.  I  he  haughty  refufal  of  Licinius,  when  he  was  rcquiicd  to 
deliver  up  the  criminals,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  his  domir/ions, 
confirmed  the  fufpicions  already  entertained  of  his  perfidy  ;  and  the 
indignities  offered  at  ^mooa,  on  the  frontiers  of  Jtaly,  to  the 
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ffatues  of  ConAantiae,  became  the  (ignal  of  difcord  between  the  two 

princes 

Tlie  firft  battle  was  fought  near  Cibalis,  a  cltv  of  Pannonia,  F  ff  civil  air 

"  bet  ivf  en  them* 

lituatcd  on  t!ic  river  Savr,  about  fifty  miles  above  Sirniium       From  B.i.iicofCi- 

balii. 

the  inconiulcrablc  forces  which  in  this  imporrant  contcfl  two  inch  A.  D.  314. 

gill  Q^lolff, 

powerful  monarch?  brouglit  into  the  field,  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
the  one  was  fuddenly  provoked,  and  that  the  other  was  unexpect- 
edly furpriftd.  The  emperor  of  the  Weft  had  only  twenty  thou-  * 
fand,  and  the  fovcreign  of  the  Eaft  no  more  than  five  and  thirty 
thoufand  men.  The  inferiority  of  number  was,  however,  com- 
penfatcd  by  the  advantage  of  the  ground.  Conflantine  had  taken 
poft  in  a  defile  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  between  a  ftccp  hill 
and  a  deep  morafs,  and  in  that  fitualion  he  fteadily  expedcd  and 
repuhed  the  firfl:  attack  of  the  enemy.  He  purfued  his  fuccefs, 
and  advanced  into  the  plain.  But  the  veteran  legions  of  Illyricum 
rallied  under  the  ftandard  of  a  leader  who  had  been  trained  to  arms 
m  the  Ichool  of  Probus  and  Diocletian.  The  miffile  weapons  on 
both  fides  were  foon  cxhaufted ;  the  two  armies,  with  equal  valour, 
ruQied  to  a  clofer  cngagernent  of  fwords  and  fpcars,  and  the  doubt- 
ful contcft  had  already  lafted  from  the  dawn  of  day  to  a  late  liour 
of  the  evening,  when  the  right  wing,  which  Conftantinc  led  in 
perfon,  made  a  vigorous  and  decifive  charge.  The  judicious  retreat 
of  Licinius  faved  the  remainder  of  his  troops  from  a  total  defeat; 
but  when  he  computed  his  lofs,  which  amounted  to  more  than 
twenty  thoufand  men,  he  thought  it  unfafe  to  pafs  the  night  in  the 
prefence  of  an  a(2ive  and  vidorious  enemy.  Abandoning  his  camp 
and  magazines,  he  marched  away  with  fecrecy  and  diligence  at  the 
head  of  the  greateft  part  of  his  cavalry,  and  was  foon  removed  be- 
yond the  danger  of  a  purfuit.  His  diligence  prefcrved  his  Vfife,. 
hii  foo,  and  hit  treafures,  which  Ke  had  depofi'ted  at  Sinmnm. 
Licinius' palTed  through  that  city,  and  breaking  down  the  bridge  on 
die  SaTCi  haftencd  to  ooUefl  a  new  army  in  Dacia  and  Thrace.  In- 
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his  flight  he  bcftowed  the  precarious  title  of  Caefar  on  Vaiens,  his 
general  of  the  Illyrian  frontier 
Battle  of  The  plain  of  Mardia  in  Thrace  was  the  theatre  of  a  fecond 
btttde  no  Ids  obftiiute  And  Moody  than  the  wbtmfir.  The  troops  on 
both  fides  difplayed  die  fkme  valour  and  dUbipliae;  and  the  viOory 
Yvas  oooe  more  decided  by  the  fupcrior  alditiet  of  Gonftantine, 
who  direded  a  body  of  five  thoufand  men  to  gain  an  advantage- 
ous height,  from  whence*  during  the  heat  of  the  adion,  they  at- 
tacked the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  made  a  very  confiderable  Haugh- 
ter.  The  troops  of  I«ifinius,  however,  ^ptgkA^ng  a  doable  fumi, 
ftttl  maintained  theur  ground,  till  the  approadi  of  night  put  an  cad 
to  the  combat,  and  fecured  their  reti^  towards  the  mountaias  of 
Macedonia  ^,  The  lofs  of  two  battles,  and  of  his  bcsiveft  veterans, 
reduced  the  fierce  fyirit  of  LteiaiviB  to  fue  ibr  peace.  His  ambaf- 
fiidMr  Miftrianus  was  .admitted  to  the  audience  of  Gbnftaatine;  he 
expatiated  on  the  cotmnon  topics  of  moderation  .and  humanity*, 
vvhich  are  fo  familiar  to  the  eloquence  of  the  vanquiflwd  ;  repre> 
lented,  in  the  moA  infinuating  language,  that  the  event  of  the 
war  was  ftill  doubtful,  whilft  its  inevitable  calamities  were  "itfa* 
pernicious  to  both  the  contending  parties  j  and  dedared,  that  he 
was  author! fed  to  propofe  a  lafting  and  honourable  peace  in  the 
name  of  the  tivo  emperors  his  mailers.  Conflaniine  received  the 
mention  of  Vaiens  with  indignation  and  contempt.  *Mt  was  not 
*'  for  fuch  a  purpofc,"  he  fkrnly  replied,  "  that  we  have  advanced 
**  from  the  banks  of  the  wcAcrn  ocean  in  an  uninterrupted  courfe 
*'  of  combats  and  vidories,  that,  after  rejcding  an  ungrateful  kinf. 
•*  man,  we  ftiould  accept  for  our  colleague  a  contemptible  flave. 
^'  1  he  abdication  of  Vaiens,  is  the  firfl  article  of  the  treaty''."  It 
cwas  ncccilary  t  )  accept  this  humiliating  condition,  and  the  unhappy 
•Valeije,  after  a  reign  of  a  few  days,  was  deprived  of  the  purple 
and  of  his  life.  As  foon  as  this  obilacle  was  removed,  the  tran- 
i^uillity  of  the  Roman  world  was  cafily  reftored.  The  fucccflive  de- 
feats 
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ftati  of  Lkbtus  had  rained  Ids  forces*  bat  they  had  dtfplsfed  his 
courage  «nd  abilities.  His  iitnation  was  almoft  delperate,  but  the 
efibrts  of  defjpair  are  femetimeB  foraudable ;  and  the  good  fenfe  of 
Gonftantsne  preferred  a  great  and  certain  advantage  to  a  third  trial  of 
the  chance  of  arms.  He  coofented  to  leave  his  rival*  or,  as  he  again  Tmtyor 
ftyled  lidnius*  his  friend  and  brother,  in  the  pofleffion  of  Thrace,  SMnibcK 
Afia  Minor,  Syria*  and  Egypt ;  but  the  provinces  of  Pannonit,  Dal- 
matia,  Dacia,  Macedonia,  and  Greece,  were  yielded  to  the  weftem 
empire,  and  the  dominions  of  Gonflantine  extended  from  the  confinea 
of  Gsledonia  to  the  extremity  ofPeloponnefus.  It  was  ftiputated  by  the 
fame  treaty*  that  tbree  royal  youths*  the  fbns  of  the  emperors,  ihould 
be  called  to  the  hopes  of  die  fucceflion.  Crifpus  and  the  younger 
Conftantin^  were  foon  afterwards  declared  Csefars  in  the  Weft, 
while  the  younger  Licinius  was  inveffed  with  the  lame  dignity  in  the 
Eaft.  In  this  double  pcopmrdon  of  honours,  die  conqueror  aflerted 
ilie  luperiority  of  his  arms  and  power  **• 

The  reconciHation  of  Gonftantine  and  Licinius,  though  it  was  Geiwtdptaoe 
embittered  by  refentment  and  jealoufy,  by  the  remembrance  of  re-  CMdaniine. 
cent  injuries*  and  by  the  apprdienfion  of  future  dangers,  main-  ^y^*^" 
taioed,  however,  above  eight  years,  the  tranquillity  of  the  Roman 
world.  As  a  very  regular  feries  of  the  imperial  laws  commences 
about  this  period,  it  would  not  be  difEcult  to  tranfcribe  the  civil  re- 
gulations which  employed  the  leifure  of  Gonftantine.  But  the  moft 
important  of  his  inftitutions  are  intimately  connected  with  the  new 
fyftem  of  policy  and  religion,  which  was  not  pcrfedly  cflabliflicd  till 
the  laft  and  peaceful  years  of  his  reign.  There  are  many  of  his 
laws,  which,  as  far  as  they  concern  the  rights  and  property  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  prailice  of  the  bar,  are  more  properly  referred  to 
the  private  than  to  the  public  jurifprudcnce  of  the  empire  ;  and  ho 
publilhed  many  cdids  of  fo  local  and  temporary  a  nature,  that  ilicy 
would  ill  deferve  the  notice  of  a  general  hiftory.  Two  laws,  how- 
ever, may  be  fcledcd  from  the  crowd  ^  the  one,  for  its  importance, 
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the  other,  for  its  fingularity  ;  the  former  fer  *ti  lingular  benevo- 
lence, the  liutcr  for  its  exceffivc  fevcrity.    I.  7 he  borrid  praake^ 
fo  familiar  to  the  ancienu.  of  expofing  or  murdering  their  acw- 
horn  infants,  was  become  every  day  more  frequent  in  the  proviacei» 
and  efpecially  in  Italy.   It  wa»  the  efflea  of  diftrefa;  and  the  dif- 
trefs  was  principiUy  occafioned  by  the  intolerable  burden  of  taxes, 
and  by  the  vexatious  as  wdl  as  cruel  profecutiona  of  the  officers  of 
the  revenue  againft  their  infolvent  debtors.  The  lefs  opulent  or  left 
induftriotts  part  of  mankind,  inftead  of  rgoidng  in  an  tncreafe  of 
family*  deemed  it  an  aQ  of  paternal  tenderneis  to  leleafe  their  chil- 
dren fiom  the  impending  mUeries  of  a  life  which  they  themfelves 
•were  unable  to  fupport.   The  humanity  of  Gonftantine,  moved« 
perhaps,  by  fiime  recent  and  remarkable  inlbnccs  of  defpair,  en- 
gi^ed  him  to  addrefs  an  ediA  to  all  the  cities  of  Italy,  and  after, 
wards  of  Afirica,  directing  immediate  and  fufficient  relief  to  be  given 
to  thofe  parents  who  fhottld  produce,  before  the  magiftrates,  the 
children  whom  their  own  poverty  would  not  allow  them  to  educate. 
But  the  promifc  was  too  liberal,  and  the  provifion  too  vague,  to 
effed  any  general  or  permanent  benefit The  law,  thou;!;h  it 
may  merit  fome  praifc,  ferved  rather  to  difplay  than  to  alleviate  the 
public  diftrefs.    It  ftill  remains  an  authentic  monument  to  contradidl 
and  confound  thofe  venal  orators,  who  were  too  well  fatisficd  with 
their  own  fituation  to  difcovcr  cither  vice  or  mifery  under  the  g  overn- 
ment of  a  generous  fovcrcign         2.  The  laws  of  Conftaniinc 
againft  rapes  were  didated  with  very  little  indulgence,  for  the  moft 
amiable  weaknenTcs  of  human  nature;  fince  the  defcription  of  that 
crime  was  applied  not  only  to  the  brutal  violence  which  compelled, 
but  even  to  the  gentle  fedudlion  which  might  perfuade,  an  un- 
married woman,  under  the  age  of  twenty-five,  to  leave  the  houlc 
of  her  parents.     *'  The  fuccefsful  ravifher  was  punilhcd  with 
*'  death ;  and  as  if  fimple  death  was  inadequate  to  the  enormity 
**  of  his  guilt,  he  was  either  burnt  allvet  or  torn  in  pieces  by  wild 
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"  beafts  in  the  amphitheatre.  The  virgin's  declaration  that  fhe 
"  had  been  carried  away  with  her  own  confcnt,  inftead  of  faving 

her  lover,  expofcd  her  to  (hare  his  fate.    The  duty  of  a  public 

profecution  was  intruded  to  the  parents  of  the  guilty  or  unfor- 
•*  tunate  maid;  and  if  the  fentiments  of  Nature  prevailed  on  them 
•*  to  diffemblc  tlic  injury,  and  to  repair  by  a  fubfcquent  marriage  the 
*•  honour  of  their  family,  they  were  thcmfelvcs  punifhed  by  exile  and 
•*  coofifcatioD.  The  flaves,  whether  male  or  female,  who  were  cou- 
*•  viOed  of  having  been  acccllary  to  the  rape  or  fedudion,  were  burnt 

aUvCf  or  put  to  death  by  the  ingenious  torture  of  pouring  down  their 
"  thioatft  a  quantity  of  mdted  lead.  Aa  the  crime  waa  of  a  public 
**  fpedesy  the  aocufation  waa  permitted  even  to  ftrangen.  The. 
**  commencemeat  of  the  wQaoa.  waa  not  Umited  to  any  term  of 
**  years,  and  die  oonfequeaMa  of  the  fentenoe  wereestoided  to  the 
**  innooent  offspring  of  fuefa'aa  irregular  union  But  wheoever 
die  offence  infpiret  left  honor  than  the  puniflimen^  die  rigoor  of 
penal  law  ia  obliged  to  give  way  to  die  omnmon  ftelioga  of  man* 
kind.  The  m<^  odious  parts  of  diis  edi£b  were  fiiAened  or  re- 
pealed in  the  fubfeqiienC  reigns  ;  and  even  Gooftantioe  himfidf 
very  frequendy  alleviated  by  partial  ads  of  mercy  die  flem  tern* 
per  <^  lua  general  inftitutions.  Such,  indeed,  was  the.fingular  hu- 
mour  of  diat  emperor,  vrho  fliewed  him&lf  as  indulgent,  and  even 
remifs,  in  the  execution  of  his  laws,  as  he  was  fisvere,  and  even 
cnlel,  in  the  enafting  of  Ifaenu  •  It  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  oUerve  a 
more  decifive  fymptom  of  weaknelii,  either  in  the  charader  <^  the 
princet  or  in  the  conditutton  of  the  government". 

The  dvU  adminiftration  was  fometimes  interrupted  by  the  mili-  The  GoiUe 
tary  defence  of  the  empire.    Crifpus,  a  youth  of  the  moft  amiably  A,b,3*u 
charaSer,  who  had  received  with  the  title  of  Cxfar  the  command 
of  the  Rhine,  diflinguiihed  his  condud,  as  well  as  valour,  in  feveral 
vidtories  over  the  Franks  and  Alemanni ;  and  taught  the  barbarians 
of  that  frontier  to  dread  the  elded  fon  of  Conftantiae^  and  the 
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grandfon  of  Conftantius  The  emperor  himfelf  had  affumcd  the 
more  difficult  and  important  province  of  the  Danube.  The  Goths, 
who  in  the  time  of  Claudius  and  Aorclian  had  fell  the  weight 
of  the  Roman  arms,  refpedcd  the  power  of  the  empire,  evea  in  the 
midft  of  its  inieftinc  divilions.  But  the  flreagth  of  tint  warhkc 
nation  was  now  reftored  by  a  peace  rf  Vtm  fifty  yean ;  a.  new 
generation  had  arifcn,  who  no  longet  ftmembered  the  ioi»fortuoes 
of  ancient  days  ;  the  Sarmatians  of  the  lake  Maeotis  followed  the 
Gothic  ftandard  cither  as  fubje^s  or  M  aQies,  and  their  tmited 
force  was  poured  upon  the  CBtttttficff  of  IByrieiim*  Caaipona, 
Margus,  and  Bononia,  appear  to  hart  hccxt  the  feenes  of  ferera] 
memorable  fieges  and  biittlet*'|  and  6KKigli  Gbnflasdoc  en* 
ODtmterel  a  very  oUHnace  refMlaacc^  lie pvevailcd  at  leB|:tli.iii  the 
/oontefti  and  the  Gollia  wei«  conpeKeil  to  paidude aa  jgnoanoMSiif 
retreat  by  reftoring  the  booty  asd  pnfinetB  «hk&  tbey  bod  idien. 
Nor  wae  tUt  adinuMtge  ibfficient  t9  hiMf  tibc  ndigniatioo  e£ 

HriclbfvedioeMlfeaawettaefonpidletfariofiileBiborbfh* 
tians  wft»  bad  dared  x»wmSit  ihetemMriea  of  Rono  At  the  bead 
of  fait  iegioBt  he  ptM  the  Saonbe,  on  tbr  biidge  which  had  beta 
oooAroAed  by  Trajan,  penetrated  into  the  Arongeft  lecefiea  of 
Hada  and  when  he  had  infliddd  a  6veier  revenge*  eondefc^pndcd 
» to  givepeeee  to  the  fuppliant  Goths,  on  condition  that,  aa' often 
as  they  were  required,  they  fhould  fopply  his  armieo  with  a  body 
of  fonj  tfaoufiind  foldiers  Exploits  like  thefe  were  so  doubt 
honourable  to  Conftantine  and  beneficial  to  the  flate ;  bnt  it  may 
flirely  be  queHioned  whether  they  can  juftify  the  exaggerated  a^^ 
'  fertioa  of  Eufebius,  that  all  Scythia,  as  far  as  the  extremity  of 
the  North,  divided  as  it  was  into  fo  many  names  and  nations  of  the 
moft  various  and  favage  mannecst  had  been  added  by  his  Ti£koxioas 
arms  to  tlie  Roman  empire  "". 
ci»n  Iti  this  exalted  ftate  of  glory  it  was  impoffible  that  Conftanrine 
fhould  any  longer  endure  a  partner  in  the  cmipire.   Confiding  i  n  rhe 
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fupcrlofity  of  his  gcnlu8  and  military  power,  he  determined,  with- 
out any  preriaus  injury,  to  exert  them  for  the  deflru(Stion  of  Liciniuai 
whofe  advanced  age  and  unpopular  vices  Teemed  co  offer  a  very 
eafy  conqueft        Bat  tlie  old  emperor,  awakened  by  the  approach- 
ing danger,  deceived  the  cxpcdations  of  his  friends  as  well  as 
of  his  enemic*.    Calling  forth  that  fpirit  and  thofc  abilities  by  which 
he  had  deferved  the  friendihip  of  Galcrius  and  the  imperial  purplct 
be  prepared  himfelf  for  the  conteft,  coUeded  the  forces  of  the 
Eaft,  and  foon  filled  the  plains  of  Hadrianopic  with  his  troops, 
and  the  Streights  of  the  Hellcfpont  with  his  fleet.    The  army  coa- 
fifled  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  foot,  and  fifteen  thoufand 
horfe;  and  as  the  cavalry  was  drawn,  for  the  moQ.  part,  from 
rhrygia  and  Cappadocia,  wc  may  conceive  a  more  favourable  opinion 
of  the  beauty  of  the  horfes  than  of  ilie  courage  and  dexterity  of  their 
riders.    The  fleet  was  compofed  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  galiies 
of  three  ranks  of  oars.    An  hundred  and  thirty  of  thefe  were  fur- 
nifhed  by  Egypt,  and  the  adjacent  coaft  of  Africa.    An  hundred 
and  ten  failed  from  the  ports  of  Phoenicia  and  the  ifle  of  Cyprus ; 
and  the  maritime  countries  of  Bithynia,  Ionia,  and  Caria,  were 
likcwife  obliged  to  provide  an  hundred  and  ten  galiies.  The 
troops  of  Conftantine  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Theflalonica ; 
they  amounted  to  above  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot  "'^    Their  emperor  was  iatiafied  with  their  martial  ap* 
pearanjce,  and  his  army  mntiinrd  moce  fcddier s,  though  fewer  men 
than  iba  o£  Jaia  nflem  oanpetiiDC.  The  legions  of  Conftantin.e 
mat  kikd  In  llie  wirltke  pvonoces  of  Europe;  adioo  had 
coofimied  Acir  jdUcipline*  viQory  hid  demted  their  hopes,  aod 
tbcfe  woe  junoog  iliem  a  ^ptstX  mnnbcr  of  veterans,  who,  after 
ftroiteMi  gipdioiii  fiampaignnniidertb^  toe  leader,  prepared  them- 
fdvft  to  dcfierve  a&  hooouraUe  difiniffian  .by  a  Uft  jtSfott  of  their 
valour      Bvt  thcoayal  preparatioQi  of  Cooftantiae  were  ia  every 
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refpcfl  much  inferior  to  thofe  of  Licinius.    The  maritime  cities 
of  Greece  fent  their  rcfpeftlve  quotas  of  men  and  flups  to  the 
celebrated  harbour  of  Pirxus,  and  their  united  force  confiftcd  of 
•    no  more  than  two  hundred  fmall  veffcls :  a  very  feeble  armament 
if  it  is  compared  with  thofe  formidable  fleets  which  were  equipped 
and  maintained  by  the  republic  of  Athens  during  the  Pcloponnefiaa 
vrar        Since  Italy  was  no  longer  the  feat  of  government,  the 
naval  cftabliOiments  of  Mifenum  and  Raveana  had  been  graduallf 
negle&ed ;  and  as  the  ihipping  and  mariners'  of  the  empire  were 
fupported  by  commerce,  rather  than  by  war»  it  wm  natural  that  they 
Aauld  die  moft  aboand  in  the  iaduftrioiu  provinces  of  Egypt  and  Aiia» 
his  only  furprifing,  that  the'eaftern  emperor,  -who  poflefled  fo  great  a 
fuperiority  at  fea,  ihotiMhave  n^gtedefl  the  opportunity  of  carrying 
an  c^fcnfive  wur  into  the  center  of  his  rival's  dominions. 
Battle  of  ib>  *  Inftead    embracing  fuch  an  adive  rdbltttbn,  which  might  have 
A.' D^s'^j    c3ianged  the  whole  face  of  the  war,  the  prudent  Lkanius  expedled 
J"*'  ^       the  appcoadi  of  his  ziTal  in  a  camp  near  Hadrianople,  ' which  he 
had  fortified  with  an  amdbus  care  that  betrayed  his  apprdlenfion 
of  the  event*  Gonftantine  directed  his  march  hom  "Hieflalonica 
towards  that  part  of  Thrace,'  till  he  fimnd  himielf  flopped'  the 
broad  and  rapid:  ftream  of  the  Hebms,  and  difoovered  the  numerous- 
army  of  Lidnius,  which  filled  die  fteepalcentof  the  hill,  fromtiie 
river  to  the  dity-  of  Hklrianople.  Many  days  wew  ipent  in  doub|i> 
fill  and  diftant  (kirmilhes ;  but  at  length  the  obftaclea  of  the  paflage 
and  of  the  attack  were  removed  by  the  intre|nd  condod  of  Omb- 
ilantitoe.   In  this  place  we  might  relate  a  wonderfar  exploit  of 
CSonftantioe,  which,  though  it  can  fcarcety  be  paralleled'  either  io: 
poetry  or  romance,  is  celebrated,  not  by  a  venal  oraU>r  devoted  to- 
his  fortune,  but  by  an  hidorian,  the  partial  enemy  of  his  femet 
We  are  aflured  that  the  valiant  emperor  threw  himielf  into  die 
i&ver  Hebraa^  accompanied,  only  hf  twelve  horfemen,'  and  that  by 
*  iher 
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the  ciFort  or  terror  of  his  invincible  arm,  he  broke,  flaughteredt 
and  put  to  flight  a  ho(L*of  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men* 
The  credulity  of  ZoGmus  prevailed  fo  ftrongly  over  his  palTion, 
that  among  the  events  of  the  memorable  battle  of  Hadrianoplei  he 
ieems  to  have  feledcd  and  embelUIhed,  not  the  mofl  Important* 
but  the  moft  marvellous.  The  valour  and  danger  of  Condantiue 
are  attefted  by  a  flight  wound  which  he  received  in  the  thigh,  but  it 
may  be  difcovered  even  from  an  imperfed  narration,  and  perhaps  a 
corrupted  text,  that  t!ic  victory  was  obtained  no  lefs  by  the  condu£l 
of  the  general  than  by  the  courage  of  the  hero;  that  a  body  of 
five  thoufand  archers  marched  round  to  occupy  a  thick  wood  in 
the  rear  of  tlie  enemy,  whofe  attention  was  diverted  by  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  bridge,  and  that  Licitiius,  perplexed  by  fo  many  artful 
evolutions,  was  rehidantly  drawn  from  his  advantageous  pod  to 
combat  on  equal  ground  in  the  plain.  The  conteft  was  no  longer 
equal.  His  confufed  multitude  of  new  levies  was  eafily  vanquilhed 
by  the  experienced  veterans  of  the  Weft.  Thirty-four  thoufand 
men  are  reported  to  have  been  flain.  The  fortified  camp  of  Lici- 
niu8  was  taken  by  alTault  the  evening  of  the  battle  ;  the  greater  part 
of  the  fugitives,  who  had  retired  to  the  mountains,  furrcndered  thera^ 
felves  the  next  day  to  the  difcretion  of  the  conqueror ;  and  his 
rival,  who  could  no  longer  keep  the  field,  confmcd  himfclf  withia 
.the  walls  of  Byzantium 

The  fiege  of  Byzantium,  which  was  immediately,  undertaken  by  Siege«f  By- 

.  .  zantium  and 

Conftantine,  was  attended  with  great  labour  and  uncertainty.  In  naval  viaory, 
the  late  civil  wars,  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  fo  juftly  confidered  '^^'^^^ 
as  the  key  of  Europe  and  Afia,  had  been  repaired  and  ftrcngthened ; 
and  as  long  as  Licinius  remained  mafter  of  the  fea,  the  garrifon 
was  much  lefs  cxpofed  to  the  danger  of  famine  than  the  army  of 
the  bcficgers.  The  naval  ciimmanders  of  Conftantine  were  fum- 
xnoncd  to  his  camp,  and  received  his  pofitivc  orders  to  force  the 
callage  of  the  Helld'poati  as  the  ileet  of  Liciaius,  iuiicad  offeeking 
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and  dcftroylng  their  feeMc  enemy,  continued  inadive  in  thofc  nar- 
row ftreiglits  where  its  fuperiority  of  numbers  was  of  little  ufe  or 
advantage.  Crifpus,  the  emperor's  eldeft  fon,  wa3  intrufted  with 
the  execution  of  this  daring  enterprife,  which  he  performed  with 
fo  much  courage  and  fuccefe,  that  he  deferred  the  eftecra,  and  moft 
probably  excited  the  jcaloufy  of  his  father.  Tlie  engagement 
lafted  two  days,  and,  in  the  evening  of  the  firft,  the  contending 
fleets,  after  a  confiderable  and  mutual  lol«,  retired  into  their 
refpedtivc  harbours  of  Europe  and  Afia.  The  fecond  day  about 
noon  a  (Irong  fouth  Mvmd  '**  f^n-ang  up,  wfaick  carried  the  <V0flel« 
of  Crifpus  ftgainft  tbe  ^nemy,  and  as  the  cafudl  a4«Mt«ge  was  im- 
pnyved  by  his  ikiMnl  ntrepidttj  he  &m  ehtained  «•  coniytetc 
•n6borj^  An  Imadfecl  «sd  tfitrqr  <vefleU  wem  dcftroyed,  five  ihoa^ 
iaod  «efi  -we  fliin,  uai  jAaumdiMt  the  «dminl  of  tlie  Afiatic 
fliet,  eftaped  wr&i  die  vtmoft  •d^oaky  to  4ie  Aorea  of  Chdeedon* 
At  lisBtt  M  the-  HeHeTpoBt  open*  a  pleottfut  oenvoy  of  prom 
^ARooB  flbuved  into  the  camp  of  GoiiAHitme»  ^Ano  had  abea^ 
'advanced  die  operations  of  the  tiege.  Th  couflwidpd  artifieul 
moandt  fit  eardi  of  «n-eqiud  lidght  with  'the  famputt  of  BTBan^ 
thtnia  7%e  lofty  towers  wltidi  iiveve  eicAcd  on  that  IbttadatioBf 
gfdled  the  befi^ed  whh  huge  flonet  and  darta  from  the  military 
tengbeBt  and  the  hattering  ramt  had  lhaken  the  wallt  in  fttenl 
places.  U  Ilcinius  perlifted  much  loQger  in  Ae  defene^  he  cb- 
pofed  himfitf  to  he  invoired  in  -tlie  ruin  of  die  plaee;  Before  he 
-was  fiinoanded  he  pradendy  femoved  his  perfim  and  treafares  lo 
CSialcedon  In  Afia ;  and  as  he  was  always  defiions  of  aflecSariog 
companions  to  the  hopes  and  dangers  of  his  fortune^  he  now  he^ 
ilowed  the  titk  of  Cisftr  on  Mardoianns*  who  exercifed  one  of  die 
moft  important  offices  of  the  empire 
Bttiieef  ^  die  tefimrees,  and  fneh  die  abilities,  of  Licinios^ 

Chij6fi/at»  ihat,  alter  *£>  many  faeeeffife  defeats,  he  edUeAed  in  Bidiynia  a 
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new  army  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  men,  wbHe  the  a^vity  of  Coo- 
ftaatine  was  employed  in  the  ficge  of  Byzantiuna.    The  vigilant 
emperor  did  not  hownFcr  BCf  led  the  lad  ftruggles  of  his  antagonift* 
A  confiderable  part  of  hit  ▼i<aorkxi»  army  was  iranfported  over 
the  Bofphorus  in  fmail  ve(Iel8>  and  the  decifive  engagement 
fought  foon  alter  their  landing  on  the  heights  of  Chryfopolis,  or, 
as  it  is  now  called,  of  Scutari.    The  troopa  of  LicimiM,  though 
they  were  lately  raifed,  Ul  arawd,  and  worfe  difciplmed}  mode  head 
againft  their  conquerors  with  fruitlefii  b«if  d^perate  T&lour,  till 
a  total  defeat  and  the  flMighter  of  &ift  tod  Iwfeaty  llio«i£u)d  nctt 
irretrievably  deternuned  die  fate  of  theij  leadttr       Ht  mired  to 
NicDmedi%  atlMr  ifill»  lite  vietr  of  gainisg  ibdM  tilbft  &t  IlQgO*  anddouhof 
cotttKu  tl»it«ith4he  tiopc  of  aHy  effeOul  dtfem  ConftMCia, 
kit  vnSt  anf  tbe  fiftet  f^QmdUuitMt,  iiktanededwitl^  bcv  biothm 
fovKHM  of  kef  huftoodf  nd  ebfained  fiouhia  policy  rather  thaa  fsoa 
]ii»oeiApofioBt^»  iolemD  fPoaiilc«'CoiifinBcdbj  an  oatIi«  that  after  die  « 
lacnfiee  of  Murttiuaiiiu»  and  the  refignatioa  of  the  puifle*  Uciniiu 
hiiolclf  fluHiM  be  permitted  to  paft  the  remaiader  of  hit  life  in  peace 
and  affluence.   The  behaviour  of  Goaftaatia»  and  her  tdation  to  the 
contending  partiet»  naturally  recalls  the  remembrance  of  that-  vir* 
tuout  matron  who  was  the  fiftcr  of  Auguftus  and  the  wife  of  An- 
tony.  But  the  temper  of  mankind  was  altered*  and  it  was  no 
longer  eileemed  infamow  for  a  Roman  to  lurvive  his  honour  and 
indqtendcoGC.  liciniut  Elicited  and  accepted  the  pardon  c£  hit 
offences,  laid  himfelf  and  his  plurple  at  the  ftet  of  his  lord  and  mqfier, 
was  raifed  from  the  ground  with  infulting  pity*  was  admitted  the  (ame 
day  to  the  imperial  banquett  and  fixm  afterwards  was  ient  away  to 
Thelialonica,  which  bad  beenchofen  for  the  place  of  hit  confinement*". 
Hit  confinement  wat  loon  terminated  by  death,  and  it  it  doubtful 
whether  a  tumult  of  the  foldiert,  or  a  decree  of  the  fiinate»  wat  fiig^ 
gefted  at  the  modve  for  hit  execution* .  According  ta  the  rules  of 
^rai^y  he  wat  accufed  of  formmg  a  ooafpiracy,  and  c£  holding  a 
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trealbodile  ooixdiMtadeiiee  with  the  bubtmns  $  but  at  he  was 
new  oonvided^  either  b^  hi*  own  conduft  or  by  any  legal  evidenoct 
wfi  may  perhaps  be  allowed*  from  lus  weaknefs,  to  prefuine  hit  iiif 
aocenoe  "%  The  memory  of  licinius  was  branded  with  iii&my» 
his  ftatoea  were  thrown  down«  and,  by  a  hafly  edid,  of  foch  nuf- 
chievoiM  tendency  that  it  wai  almoft  immediately  correded»  all 
hif  lawis  and  all  the  jadicial  proceeding*  of  his  reign,  were  at  once 
Ite-amonof  aboUflied'".  By  this  ▼lAoiy  of  Gonftantine^  ^  Romsn  wotld  WBt 
a!ik  agtUA  united  under  the  authority  of  one  emperor,  thirty-feveit 
years  after  IModeiian  had  divided  his  power  and  provinces  with 
his  aflbciate  Mazimian. 

The  fuooeffive  Iteps  of  the  deration  of  Gonftantine  from  lus  firft 
aflumbg  the  purple  at  Tork^  to  the  refignatioB  of  lieinius  at  Nko» 
media,  have  been  relateid  with  ibme  minutenefs  and  pcedfioo,  not  <mly 
as  the  events  are  in  themlelves  bodi  litterefBng  and  important,  but 
ffiU  more  as  they  eontributed  to  the  decline  of  the  empire  by  the 
expenoe  of  blood  and  treafure,  and  by  the  perpetual  increafe  as  well 
of  die  taxes  as  of  the  military  eflabliniment.  The  foundation  <^ 
Conftantlnople,  and  the  eftablUhment  <^  the  Chriftian  religion,  were 
the  immediate  and  memorable  conlequeooes  of  this  revolution; 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Tie  Prtgrefi  of  the  CAriJIian  ReSgknt  and  tie  Senti- 
ment Manners y  NunAert^  .and Gmditkny  of  the  pri- 
mitive Cbrijiians, 

A CANDID  but  ndoinl  inquiry  iato  the  progreft  and  eflaUUh- JapoiwHtflip 
ment  of  Chiiffianity,  may  be  oonfidered  as  a  very  eflendal  '^^"''V* 
part  of  the  hiflory'of  the  Roman  Empire.  While  that  great  body 
.was  invaded  by  open  violenoe,  or  uademuned  by  iknr  decay*  a 
pure  and  humble  religion  gently  infinuated  iddf  into  the  minds  of 
BUOh  grew  up  in  filence  and  obiaifity».  deritcd  new  vigour  Inm 
.oppofitioof  and  finally  ereCked  the  triumphant  banner  of  the  cida 
on  the  rubs  of  the  capitol.  Nor  was  the  influence  of  Chriftianity 
oonfined  to  the  period  or  to  the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire. 
After  a  reyolation  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  eenturies*  .daat  rdtg^ 
is  (till  profefled  by  the  nations  of  Europea  the  moft  difiioguiflied 
pordon  of  human  land  in  arts  and  learning  as  wdl  as  .in  arms. 
By  the  induftry  aad  zeal  of  the  Europeans,  it  has  been  widely 
diffufed  to  the  mofl  diflant  fhores  of  Afia  and  Africa ;  and  by  the 
means  of  their  colonics  has  been  firmly  efiabliihed  from  Canada  tO 
Chili)  in  a  world  unknown  to  the  ancients. 

But  this  inquiry,  however  ufefal  or  entertainiogf  is  attended  Indifficakipi; 
with  two  peculiar  diilicuUies.  The  feanty  and  fufpicious  materials 
of  ecclcfianical  hiflory  fcldom  enable  us  to  difpel  the  dark  cloud 
that  hangs  over  the  firft  age  of  the  church.  The  great  law  of  im- 
partiality too  oficn  obliges  us  to  reveal  the  impcrfcdlions  of  the 
uninfpired  teachers  and  believers  of  the  gofpel  ^  and,  to  a  carelefs 
obicrver,  their  faults  may  feem  to  caft  a  ihade  on  the  faith  which 
Vol.  L       '  M  m  m  .  they 
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they  profcflcd.    But  the  fcandal  of  the  pious  Chriftian,  and  the  fal- 
lacious triumph  of  the  Infidel,  Ihould  ceafc  as  foon  as  they  recoi- 
led not  only  hy  ivhom,  but  likcwifc  to  luhom,  the  Divine  Reve- 
lation was  given.    The  theologian  may  indulge  the  pleafing  taflt 
of  dcfcribing  Religion  as  fhc  dciccndcd  from  Heaven,  arrayed  ia 
her  native  purity.    A  more  melancholy  duty  is  impofed  on  the  hif- 
torian.    He  muft  dilcovcr  the  inevitable  mixture  of  error  and  cor- 
ruption, which  flie  contraded  in  a  long  refideace  upoa  earth> 
among  a  weak  and  degenerate  race  oi  beings. 
F^recMfesoT     Our  curioHty  k  naturally  prompted  to  inquire  ^  what  means 
the  Chriflian  faiih  obtaiaed  fo  i:emarkable  a  vidory  orer  the  efta* 
blifhed  religions  of  the  earth.    To  this  inquiry,  an  obvious  but 
fatisfa^ry  anfwer  may  be  returned,  That  it  was  owing  to  the  con- 
ducing evideoce  of  tfie  dodxiae  itrelf>  and  to  die  rulmg  provideneft 
9^  its  great  Attthot;  Bu*  aiL  unilli  and  reafim  (eldom  find  lb  favour* 
aUpattcepCioaiatlieTOkl,  and  ai  tbo  mfilom  of  Brovidence  fre- 
quently conddcanda  to  nfil  the  paffiont  of  the  human  heart,  and 
the  genend  circumftanocH  of  mankind,  aa  inftruments  tt>  execute  ita 
piu-pofe }  we  nay  ^1  be  permitted,  though  with  becoming  fub* 
Miffiottt  to  aik,  not  indeed  what  were  ikt  firft, .  but  what  were  the 
jfeonndary'  caulet-of  die  rapid  growth  of  the  Chriftian  church,  it 
ifill,  perhaiM^  appear*  that  it  waa  moft  effcAuaVy^  hiwattd  and 
affifted  1^  the  five  following  caufei  i  L  The  inflexible^  and*  if  we 
mvf  qie  the  expreffioo,  the  intolerant  zeal  of  the  Chriftians,  de- 
iiYed,  it  is  true,  from  the  Jewifii  religion,  but  purified  from  the 
nakrow  and  imfiKiaL  fpirit^  winch,  inftead  of  inviting,  had  deterred 
the  Gentiles  from  embtacing  the  law  of  Mofea.  IL  The  dodrine 
of  a  future  life,  improved  by  every  additional  eircumflance 
which  could  give  weight  and  efficacy  to  that  important  truth.. 
UL  The  miraculous  powera  ■  afcribed  to  the  primitive  church.. 
rV.  The  pure  and  aufleie  morals  of  the  Chriftians.   V.  The  union 
and  diiaidine  of  the  Chriftian  republic^  which  gradually  formed 
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tn  independeiit  and  increafiog  ft&te  in  the  heart  o£  the  Roman 

empire. 

I,  We  have  already  defcribed  the  religious  harmony  of  the  ancient  Th«  Fimt 
l^ldy  and  the  facility  with  which  the  moft  different  and  even  hof-  /odcf'the 
tile  nations  embraced,  or  at  lead  refpeded,  each  other's  fuperftttioas. 
A  finglc  people  refufed  to  join  in  the  common  intercourfe  of  man- 
kind. The  Jews,  who,  under  the  Aflyrian  and  PerHan  monarchies* 
had  languiihed  for  many  ages  the  mod;  dcfpifcd  portion  of  their 
flaves  %  emerged  from  nbfcuritv  under  the  fucceffors  of  Alexander; 
and  as  they  multiplied  to  a  furprifing  degree  in  the  Eaft,  and  after- 
wards in  the  Weft,  they  foon  excited  tlic  curiofity  and  wonder 
of  other  nations  \  The  fullen  obftinacy  with  which  they  main- 
tained their  peculiar  rites  and  unfocial  manners,  feemcd  to  mark 
them  out  a  diftindt  fpccies  of  men  who  boldly  profcilcd,  or  who 
faintly  difguifcd,  their  implacable  hatred  to  the  reft  of  human-kind 
Neither  the  violence  of  Antiochus,  nor  the  arts  of  Herod,  nor  the 
example  of  the  circumjacent  nations,  could  ever  pcrfuadc  the  Jews 
to  affociatc  with  the  inftitutions  of  Mofes  the  elegant  mythology  ' 
of  the  Greeks  *.  According  to  the  maxims  of  univerfai  toleration, 
the  Romans  protcdlcd  a  fuperftition  which  they  defpifed  *.  The 
polite  Auguftus  condcfcended  to  give  orders,  that  facrifices  fhould 
he  offered  for  his  profperity  in  the  temple  of  Jcrufalem'j  while 
the  meancft  of  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  who  fliould  have  paid  the 
fame  homage  to  the  Jupiter  of  the  capitol,  would  have  been  an 
objed  of  abhorrence  to  himfelf  and  to  his  brethren.  The  mode- 
ration of  the  conquerors  was  infufficient  to  appeafe  the  jealous  pre- 
judices of  their  fubje^s,  who  were  alarmed  and  fcandaltzcd  at  the 
enfigns  of  paganilm,  which  neceflarily  introduced  themfelves  into 
a  Roman  province The  mad  attempt  of  Caligula  to  place  his 
wn  fiatne  in  the  temple  of  JenUalem,  was  defeated  by  the  unani-  ' 
mous  rdbltttion  of  a  people  who  dreaded  death  much  lefs  than  fuch 
an  idolatrous  prdanation Their  attadiment  to  the  law  Mofes 
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was  equal  to  their  dctedatlon  of  foreign  religions.    The  current  of 
zeal  and  devotion,  as  it  was  cnntradcd  into  a  narrow  channel,  ran 
with  the  ftrength,  and  foinctimes  with  the  fury,  of  a  torrent. 
Ittgajul        This  inflexible  perfevcrancc,  which  appeared  fo  odious  or  fo  ri- 
lutrnfr.       diculous  to  the  ancient  world,  allumes  a  more  awful  charader, 
fince  Providence  has  deigned  to  reveal  to  us  the  myflcrious  hif- 
tory  of  the  chofcn  people.    But  the  devout  and  even  fcrupulous 
attachment  to  the  Mofaic  religion,  fo  confpicuous  among  the  Jews 
who  lived  under  the  fccond  temple,  becomes  ftill  more  furpriiing, 
if  it  is  compared  with  the  ftubborn  incredulity  of  their  forefathers. 
When  the  law  was  given  in  thunder  from  Mount  Sinai;  when  the 
tides  of  the  ocean,  and  the  courfc  of  the  planets  were  fufpendcd 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Ilraclitcs  ;  and  whea  temporal  rewards 
and  punifhments  were  the  immediate  confequcnccs  of  their  piety 
or  difobedience,  they  perpetually  rclapfed  into  rebellion  againft  the 
vifible  majefly  of  their  Divine  King,  placed  the  idols  of  the  nations 
in  the  fanQuary  of  Jehovah,  and  imitated  every  fantaftic  ceremony 
that  was  pradifed  in  the  tents  of  the  Arabs,  or  in  the  cities  of 
Phoenicia       As  the  protedlion  of  Heaven  was  defervedly  withdrawn 
from  the  ungrateful  race,  their  faith  acquired  a  proportionable  de- 
gree of  vigour  and  purity.    Tiie  contemporaries  of  Moles  and 
Jolhua  had  beheld  with  carelefs  indift'ercncc  the  mod  amazing 
miracles.    Under  the  prcifure  of  every  calamity,  the  belief  of  tliol'c 
miracles  has  preferved  the  Jews  of  a  later  period  from  the  univcrfal 
contagion  of  idolatry;  and  in  contradiction  to  every  known  prin- 
ciple of  the  human  mind,  that  fmgular  people  fcems  to  have  yielded 
a  flrongcr  and  more  ready  affent  to  the  traditions  of  their  remote 
anceftors,  than  to  the  evidence  of  their  own  fenfcs. 
Their  reli-        The  Jcwlfli  religion  was  admirably  fitted  for  defence,  but  it  was 
fJitedtode-   ncvcr  dcfigned  for  conquell ;  and  it  fcems  probable  that  the  num- 
ctmiiuflL° '°  profelytes  was  never  much  fuperior  to  that  of  .ipoflates.  The 

divine  promifes  were  originally  niade>  and  the  diilinguilhing  rite  of 
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c'lrcumclfio;!  was  enjoined  to  a  fingle  family.  W'lien  the  poflcrity 
of  Abraham  had  multiplied  like  the  fands  of  the  fca,  the  Deity, 
from  whole  mouth  they  received  a  fyfteoi  of  laws  and  ceremonies, 
declared  himfclf  the  proper  and  as  it  were  the  national  God  of 
Ifrael  ;  and  with  the  mod  jealous  care,  feparated  his  favourite  peo- 
ple from  the  reft  of  mankind.  The  conqueft  of  the  land  of  Canaan 
was  accompanied  with  fo  many  wonderful  and  with  fo  many  bloody 
circuniflances,  that  the  vidorious  Jews  were  left  in  a  Hate  of  irre- 
concilable hoflility  with  all  their  neighbours.  They  had  been  com- 
manded to  extirpate  feme  of  the  moft  idolatrous  tribesi  and  the 
execution  of  the  IXvine  wiH  had  fetdom  been  retarded  by  the 
"weaknefs  of  humanity^  With  the  other  nationa  they  were  forbidden 
'  to  oontraft  any  marriages  or  allianoes^  and  the  jMohibitkm  of  re- 
oeiving  them  into  the  congregation,  which  in  ibme  cafet  waa  per- 
petual, almoft  always  extended  to  the  third,  to  the  leventh,  or  evea 
to  the  tenth  generation.  The  obligation  of  inwaduiig  to  th«  Gen- 
tiles the  faith  of  Mofes,  had  never  been  incnkated  aa  a-  precept  of 
die  law;  nor  were  the  Jewa  indined  to  impofe  it  on  themfelvea  aa 
a  Tolimtary  duty.  In  the  admiflion  of  new  citizens,  that  unfixial 
people  was  aduated  by  the  felfifli  vuuxj  of  the  Greeks,  rather  than- 
by  the  generous  policy  of  Rome.  Hie  deicendants  of  Abraham 
were.  flattered  by  the  opinion*  that  they  done  were  the  heirs  of  the 
oovenant,  and  they  were  af^nrdienfiTe  diminiihing  the  value  of 
Aax  inheritance,  by  ftaring  it  too  eaiily  with  the  ftrangers  of  the- 
cwth.  A  larger  acquaintance  with  raanidod,  extended  tiieir  know^ 
ledge  without  corre£ting  their  prejudices ;  and  whenever  the  God  of 
Ifrael  acquired  any  new  votaries,  he  was  much  more  indebted  to  the 
mconAant  humour  of  polytheifm  than  to  the  active  zeal  of  his  owa 
mifiionaries  ".  The  religion  of  Mofes  feems  to  be  inilituted  for  a 
particular  country,  as  well  as  for  a  Hngle  nation ;  and  if  a  £tx'Uk 
obedience  had  been  paid  to  the  order,  that  every  male,  three  times  in 
the  year,  (hould  preicnt  himiclf  before  the  Lord  Jehovah,  it  would 

have 


^54  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

have  been  impoffiblc  that  the  Jews  coultl  ever  have  fpread  theinfelvea 
beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  promifcd  land  ".  That  obflacle  was 
indeed  removed  by  the  deftruftion  of  the  temple  of  Jcrufalem  ;  but 
the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  Jewifli  religion  was  involved  in  hi 
dellrudioii ;  and  the  pagans,  who  had  long  wondered  at  the  fti  ange 
report  of  an  empty  fandluary  '%  were  at  a  lols  to  difcovcr  what 
could  be  the  objeQ,  or  what  could  be  the  inftruments,  of  a  worfhip 
which  was  deflitute  of  temples  and  of  altars,  of  prle^ls  and  of  facri- 
fices.  Yet  even  in  their  fallen  ftate,  the  Jews,  ftill  afferting  their 
lofty  and  exclufive  privileges,  (hunnedi  inftead  of  courted,  the 
fedety  of  ftrangert .  They  fiill  isiifted  intli  infledUe  rigour  oa 
fihofe  |Mrtt  of  tlie  law  whidi  h  was  ia  thdr  power  to  p»di&. 
Their  peculiar  diftm^ona  ^  days*  of  ineats^  and  a  tariety  of 
trWial  tbottgh  burdenloBie  obfervancea,  were  ib  nany  objeds  of 
dUgDft  and  averfion  for  the  other  nationst  to  whofe  habita  and  pre* 
judicea  they  were  diametrically  oppofite*  The  paiofid  and  even 
dangeroua  rite  of  circiimcifions  was  alone  capable  of  repdiiiig  a. 
wilUog  profidyte  ftom  die  door  of  the  fynagogoe 

More  liberal      Under  thefc  drcuniflances>  Ghriffianity  offered  itlUf  to  the  worlds. 

liadif.  armed  with  the  ftreogth  of  the  Mofiuc  law,  and  dcliveied  fiona  the 
weight  of  it«  fetters.  An  exdufive  zeal  for  the  truth  of  reUgioa, 
and  the  unity  of  God,  was  as  carefully  inculcattd  in  the  new  as  ia 
the  ancient  fyfiem:  and  whatever  was  now  revealed  to.  «n«nK«il- 
ooocerning  the  nature  and  the  defigns  of  the  Supreme  Bdng^  was 
fitted  to  ioqreafe  their  reverence  for  that  myfierious  dodrine.  The 
divine  'authority  of  Mofi^  and  the  prophcia  waa  admitted,  and 
oven  eftabliflied,  as  the  firmeft  bafis  of  Chriftianity.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  the  world*  an  uninterrupted  (erics  of  pradiOidns  had 
aimounced  and  prepared  the  long  expeded  coming  of  the  MdSah, 
who,  in  compliance  with  the  groft  apprehenfions  of  the  Jews,  had 
been  more  frequently  reprdcnted  under  the  charader  of  a  King  uid 
Goaquetor,  than  under  that  of  a  Prophet^  a  Martyr,  and  the  Son 
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of  God.  By  hUi  espiatoiy  fiicrifice*  the  imperfeft  Ikcrifices  of  the 
temple  were  at  once  confiimmated  nod  abdilhed.  The  oeremoiiial 
kw»  which  confified  00I7  of  types  and  fignrest  was  fiicceeded  hy  a 
pure  and  fpiritaal  wotlhip>  equally  adapted  to  all  climates  as  well 
as«to every cenditim  of  mankind;  and  to  the  initiation  of  hlood» 
was  fubftitnted  »  more  harmleft  inttiatioa  of  water.  The  promiTe  of 
divine  iawMV»  infiead  of  bang  partially  confined  to  the  pofterity  of 
Abraham,  was  univerlally  propoled  to  the  freeman  and  to  the  ilave>  • 
to  the  Greek  and  to  tfae  barbarian^  to  the  Jdw  and  to  theGentile» 
Every  privih^  diat  codd  raife  the  proielyte  from  earth  to  Heaven^ 
riiat  could  exalt  his  devotSoo,  lecnre  his  haf^ineft,  or  even  gratify 
that  fecret  pride,  which*  under  the  iemblance  of  devotion*  inlinuates 
kfelf  into  the  human  heart*  was  ftill  referved  for  the  members  of 
the  Chriftian  church ;  but  at  the  fame  time  all  mankind  was  per- 
Aitttd»  and  even  folicited,  to  accept  the  glorious  diftin^ion,  whidi 
was  not  only  proffered  as  a  favour*  but  impofed  as  an  obligatioiw 
It  became  the  moft  facred  duty  of  a  new  convert  to  diffufe  among  . 
his  friends  and  relations  die  inefUmable  bleffing  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  to  warn  them  againft  a  refufal  that  would  be  feverely 
puniihed  as  a  criminal  diibbedience  to  the  will  of  a  benevolent  but 
all-powerful  deity. 

The  enfranchifement  of  the  church  from  the  bonds  of  the  fynar-  Obifaacfnf 
gogue,  was  a  work  however  of  feme  time  and  of  fome  difficulty.  beiiCT»g 
The  Jcwifh  converts,  who  acknowledged  Jefus  in  the  charadcr  of  J'*** 
ibfi  IVkiHah  foretold  by  their  ancient  oracles*  refpeded  him  as  a 
prophetic  teacher  of  virtue  and  religion  ;  but  they  obftinately  ad- 
hered to  the  ceremonies  of  their  anceftors,  and  were  defirous  of 
impofing  them  on  the  Gentiles,  who  continually  augmented  the 
aumber  of  believers.    Thefe  Judaifing  Chridians  feem  to  have  ar> 
gued  with  £bme  degree  of  (daufibility  from  the  divine  (^gin.of  the 
Mofaic  law*  and  from  the  immutable  perfedions  of  its  great  author. 
They  afiirmed*  tkal  if  the  Being,  who  is  the  fiime  through  all  . 
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eternity,  had  dcfigncd  to  abolifh  thofe  facred  rites  which  had  fervcd 
to  dillinguirh  his  chofcn  people,  the  repeal  of  them  would  have 
been  no  lefs  clear  and  folemn  than  their  firft  promulgation  :  tbafy 
inftcad  of  thofe  frequent  declarations,  which  either  fuppofe  or  aflert 
the  perpetuity  of  the  IMofaic  religion,  it  would  have  been  re- 
prefented  as  a  provifionary  fcheme  intended  to  laft  only  till  the 
coming  of  the  McIFiah,  who  fbould  inftru^t  mankind  in  a  more 
perfed  mode  of  faith  and  of  worlhip  '* :  that  the  Mefliah  him- 
felf,  and  his  difciples  who  converfed  with  him  on  earth,  inAead  of 
auiliorizing  by  their  example  the  mod  minute  obfervances  of  the 
Mofaic  law  '%  would  have  publifhed  to  the  wotid  the  abolition  of 
thofe  ufelefs  and  obfolete  ceremonies,  without  fuffering  Chriilianity 
to  remain  during  fo  many  years  obfcurely  confoanded  among  the 
(e£U  of  the  Jewi(h  church.  Arguments  like  thefe  appear  to  have 
been  u£ed  in  the  defenee  of  the  expiring  caufe  of  the  Mo(aic  law ; 
but  the  induftty  of  our  learned  dtTinet  baa  abundantly  explained 
die  amUguoua  language  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  ambiguout 
conduA  of  the  apoftdic  teachers.  It  was  proper  gradually  to  un* 
fidd  the  fyftem  of  the  Golpd,  and  to  pronounce  with  Ae  utmoft 
caution  and  tendemefs  a  lentence  of  condemnation  ib  repugnant  to 
the  inclination  and  prejudices  of  the  believing  Jews. 
TheNaza.  The  loSbotj  of  the  church  of  Jerulalem  a^ds  a  lively  proof 
TjvMm,  of  the  neceffity  of  thole  precautions*  and  of  the  deep  impreffion 
which  the  Jewifh  religbn  had  made  on  the  minds  of  itsTedariei. 
The  firft  fifteen  bilhops  of  JeruGdem  were  all  circumdied  Jews  i 
and  the  congregation  over  which  they  prefided,  united  the  law  of 
IVfofes  with  the  doQrine  of  Qirift  It  was  natural  that  the  pri- 
mitive tradition  of  a  church  which  was  founded  only  ferty  days 
*  after  the  death  of  Chrift»  and  was  governed  almoft  as  many  years 
under  the  immediate  infpedion  of  his  apoftlest  ihould  be  reeeived 
as  the  ftandard  of  orthodoxy  The  diftant  diurches  very  fire- 
^uently  appealed  -to  the  'authority  d  tiidr  venerable  Faient*  and 
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relieved  her  diftrefles  by  a  liberal  contribution  of  alms.   But  when 
numetout  *nd  opulent  focieties  were  cftabliflied  in  the  great  cities 
of  the  empire,  in  Antioch,  Alexandria,  Ephefus,  Corinth,  and  Rome, 
the  reverence  which  Jerufalcm  had  iufpired  to  all  the  Chrlftian  co- 
lonies infenfibly  dimlnilhed.    The  Jewifh  converts,  or  as  they  were 
afterwards  called,  tlie  Nazarenes,  who  h;id  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
church,  foon  found  themfelves  overwlieimed  by  the  increafing  mul- 
titudes, that  from  all  the  various  religions  of  polytheifm  inliftcd 
under  the  banner  of  Chrift :  and  the  Gentiles,  who,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  their  peculiar  apoftle,   had   rejected  the  intolerable 
weight  of  Mofaic  ceremonies,  were  gradually  tempted  to  refufe  to 
their  more  fcrupulous  brethren  the  fame  toleration  which  at  firft 
they  had  humbly  foUclted  for  their  own  praftice.    The  ruin  of  the 
temple,  of  tha  city,  and  of  the  public  religion  of  the  Jews,  was 
leverely  felt  by  the  NazuciieSt  as  In  their  manaera,  though  not  ia 
their  fwth,  they  maintdHdl  fi>  indmate  a  oonoenon  wiih-tii^  - 
pioiu  eountrymen,  whpfe  mitfiirtuiies  were  attribaled  by  the  Pagans 
to  die  contempt,  and  more  juftly  afcribed  by  the  GhziffianSt  to  thtf 
wnith  of  the  fupreme  deity.   The  Nazarenes  retired  fiom  the  nuns 
of  Jemfidem  to  the  Uttki  town  of  Pdla  beyond  the  Jordan,  where 
that  andent  church  langniihed  above  fixty  years  in  folitude  and 
obfeurity      They  ftOl  enjoyed  the  eomfort  of  making  fiiequent 
and  devout  vifits  to  the  Ilofy  Gtjt,.  and  the  ho^  -of  being  one  dxf 
reAored  to  thofe  (eats  which  both  nature  and  religion  taught  diem' 
to  love.as  well  as  ta  revere.  Bot  at  length*  under  the  rdgn  of  Bb- 
drian*  the  defperate  lanatiidifn'of'  the  Jews  filled  vp  dte  meaiure 
of  their  calamities;  and  the  Romans,  exafperated  by  their  re- 
peated rebellions,  exercifed  the  rights  of  vidory  with  rigour. 
The  emperor  founded,  under  the  name  of  >Elia  Capitolina,  a  neVr 
city  on  Mount  Sion  '%  to  which  he  gave  the  privileges  of  a  colony ; 
and  denouncing  the  fevereft  penalties  againft  any  of  the  Jcwifli 
people  who.ihottld  dare  to  approach  its  precindSa  he  fixed  a  vigilant 
Vol.  I.  N  n  n  .  garrifon 
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garrifon  of  a  Roman  cohort  to  enforce  the  execution  of  his  orderly 
The  Nazarenes  had  only  one  way  left  to  efcape  the  common  pro- 
fcription,  and  the  force  of  truth  was  on  this  occafion  ailided  by  the 
influence  of  temiwral  advantages.    They  eleded  Marcus  for  their 
bifliop,  a  prelate  of  the  race  of  the  Gentiles,  and  mod  probably  a 
native  either  of  Italy  or  of  Ibme  of  the  Latin  provinces.    At  his 
perfuafioa*  the  moft  confiderablc  part  of  the  congregation  renounced 
tlie  Moiaic  law,  in  the  pradice  of  which  they  had  perfevered  above 
a  century.    By  this  (acrifice  of  their  habits  and  prejudices,  they 
purchafed  a  firee  admifium  into  die  cokmj  of  Hadriani  and  more 
firmly  cemented  didr  uoioa  with  the  CadjoKcduiiclfc  **• 
Th»  Btto.      VnwA  die  aams  and  hoDovn  of  die  cfauich  of  Jenrialffi  htd 
"""^      •  been  reAoKed  to  Mount  SioA»  ike  crimet  of  bcvefy  and  Wfin  woe 
induced  lo  die  obicne  remnant  of  di«  NaiannM,  whidi  fcfuftd 
«»  acooaapany  duir  Ladn  biihop^  They  ftill  preferved  thdr  foauet 
baUtadon  of  Pdla,  ^pccad  thcnfelves  into  tlw  viUafet  a4K>^t  to 
Pamalvnii  Mid  focnwd  an  ineonfidtnble  chuidi  in  die  city  of  Bcieti 
onaaitiancnvcaUcdrAkpfDinSyria".  Thcnuneof  Nazaztnea 
w«n  dceofld  too  honoBiabk  hr  thofe  Cbriili«n  Jewa,  and  they  ibon 
MBHved  hoot  the  fuppofed  pomiy  of  their  mdetftuidii^,  as  wdl 
at  of  their  condition»  the  comenpcaoui  cjpidiet  of  Ehionittt  **.  In 
»  few  ycaia  after  the  retnm  of  the  chinch  of  Jenifikm>  it  became 
a  matter  of  doubi  and  controverfy,  whether  a  man  who  fincerely 
ackiiowledged  Jefus  a»  die  Meffiah,  but  who  (lill  continued  to  ob- 
fiarve-the  law  of  Mofes,  could  poffibly  hope  for  falvation.  The 
bumane  temper  of  Juftin  Martyr,  inclined  him  to  anfwer  this  quef- 
tion  in  the  affirmative ;  and  though  he  exprcflcd  himfelf  with  the 
niofl  guarded  diffidence,  he  ventured  to  determine  in  favour  of  fuch 
an  imperfedl  Ghriftian,  if  he  were  content  to  pradife  the  Mofaic 
ceremonies,  without  pretending  to  aflfert  their  general  ufe  or  necef- 
Cty.    But  when  Juftin  was  prefTcd  to  declare  the  fentiment  of  the 
church,  he  coafeiTed  that  there  were  very  maay  amoog  the  ortho- 
dox 
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dox  Chriftians,  who  not  only  excluded  their  Jodaiztog  bretkren 
from  the  hope  of  ialvatioa,  but  \^ho  declined  any  intercourfe  with 
them  in  the  common  offices  of  friendihip,  hofpitality,  and  fodal 
life  The  more  rigorous  opinion  prevailed,  as  it  was  natural  to 
expert  over  the  milder ;  and  an  eternal  bar  of  reparation  was  fixed 
between  the  difciples  of  Mofes  and  thofe  of  Chrift.  The  unfor- 
tunate Ebionitesi  rejected  from  one  religion  as  apofiates,  and  from 
the  other  as  heretics,  found  themfelves  compelled  to  aflume  a  more 
decided  character ;  and  although  fome  traces  of  that  obfolete  fe^ 
may  be  difcovered  as  late  as  the  fourth  century,  they  ix^CfiGhlf 
melted  away  cither  into  the  church  or  the  fynagogue 

While  the  orthodox  church  preferved  a  juft  medium  between  TbeGoodi«. 
exceffive  veneration  and  improper  contempt  for  the  law  of  Mofes, 
the  various  heretics  deviated  into  equal  but  oppofitc  extremes  of 
error  and  extravagance.  From  the  acknowledged  truth  of  the 
JewiQi  religion,  the  Ebionites  had  concluded  that  it  could  never  be 
abolifhed.  From  its  fuppofed  impcrfedions  the  Gnoftics  as  haAily 
inferred  that  it  never  was  inftituted  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Deity, 
There  are  fome  obje€llons  againft  the  authority  of  Mofes  and  the 
prophets,  which  too  readily  prefent  themfelves  to  the  fceptical  mind  ; 
though  they  can  only  be  derived  from  our  ignorance  of  remote  anti- 
quity, and  from  our  incapacity  to  form  an  adequate  judgment  of  the 
divine  ceconomy.  Thefe  objedions  were  eagerly  embraced  and  as 
petulantly  urged  by  the  vain  fcience  of  the  Gnoftics  As  thofe 
heretics  were,  for  the  moft  part,  averfe  to  the  pleafures  of  fenfe, 
they  morofely  arraigned  the  polygamy  of  the  patriarchs,  the  gal- 
lantries of  David,  and  the  feraglio  of  Solomon.  The  conqueft  of 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  the  extirpation  of  the  unfufpeding  natives, 
they  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  reconcile  with  the  common  notions  of  hu- 
manity and  juftice.  But  when  they  recollected  the  fanguinary  lift 
of  murders,  of  executions,  and  of  maftacres,  which  ftain  almoft 
every  page  of  the  jewiih  annals,  they  acknowledged  that  the  bar- 

N  n  n  2  bariaas 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  DBCIIKE  AND  FALL 

barians  of  Paleftine  had  exercifed  as  much  compafllon  towards  their 
idolatrous  enemies  as  they  had  ever  fhevvn  to  their  friends  op 
countrymen        PaflTing  from  the  fedaries  of  the  law  to  the  law 
itfclf,  they  aflcrtcd  that  it  was  impoflTible  that  a  religion  which 
conlillcd  only  of  bloody  facrifices  and  trifling  ceremonies,  and 
whofe  rewards  as  well  as  punifhments  were  all  of  a  carnal  and 
temporal  nature,  couW  infpire  the  love  of  virtue,  or  reftrain  the 
impetuofity  of  pafTion.    The  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation  and 
fall  of  man  was  treated  with  profane  derifion  by  the  Gaodicst  who 
would  not  liften  with  patience  to  the  rcpofe  of  the  deity  after 
fix  days  labour,  to  the  rib  of  Adam*  the  gatden  of  Eden,  the 
trees  ef  life  and  of  lEBOwledget  the  Ipeakhig  fcrpent,  the  fbrUdden 
Iruit,  'and  the  eternal  GOndemnadoii  pronounced  aguiift  human 
Uod  for  die  venul  offence  of  their  firft  progenitors  ^«  The 
God  of  Ifrae!  was  impiouily  n  preftnted  by  the  Gnoftics,  as  a  being 
liilile  to  pi^bfi  and  to  error,  capricioas  in  his>  favour,  implacable  in 
Ids  refentmenti  meanlyjeal^usof  htsfuperftitKMisworihip,  and  con* 
fining  bis  partial  providence  to-'a  fingle  people,  and  tt>  this  tranfitory 
fife.   Ii^  fuch  a  diara£ter  they  eonM  diftover  none  of  Ae  features  of 
the  wife  and  omnipotent  fether  of  the  univerfe  *\  They  allowed 
fhat  the  religion  of  the  Jews  was  femewhat  Ufs  criminal  than  the 
idolatry  of  the  Gientiks ;  but  it  was  ^heir  fundanenul  dodrine,  that 
the  Chrift  whom  tiiey  adored  as  die  firft  and  hrighteft  emanation  of 
the  deity,  appeared  upon  earth  to  refeue  mankind  from  theur  v»- 
rious  errors,  and  te^  reveal  a  new  fyftem  of  truth  and  peifeOioo, 
The-moft  learned  of  the  fethers>.  by  a-  very  finguhur  eondefeenfioo^ 
have  imprudently  -admitted  the  ibphUlry  of  the  Gnoftics.  Ac* 
Icnowlcdgiog.  that  tfie  liier^  fenfe  is  repugnant  ta  every  {vinciple 
ef  faith  as  well  as  reafoo,  they  deem  themfelves  fecur^  and  in^ 
vulnerable  behind  the  ample  veil  of  allegory,  which  they  ca^efiiOy 
fpiead  over  every  tender  pai^  of  the  Mosaic  difpenlayoa*V 
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It  has  been  remarked  with  more  ine-enuity  than  truth,  that  the  '^^^'^  '^'^'». 
virgin  purity  of  the  church  was  never  violated  by  fchifm  or  herely  mflacotc 
before  the  reign  of  Trajan  or  Hadrian,  about  one  hundred  years  after 
the  death  of  Chrift  We  may  obfervc  with  much  more  propriety, 
that,  during  that  period*  the  difciples  of  the  Mef&ah  were  indulged 
in  a  freer  latitude  both  of  faith  and  praAice*  than  has  ever  been 
•Uowed  in  fucceeding  agea.  At  the  teAn^  of  communion  were 
infenfibly  narcowedt  and .  the  f^ritrnJ  authority  of  the  prevailing 
party  was  exerci&d  wkh  increadng  fererity,  many  ,  of  its  moft 
lefpe^Ue  adherentSt  who  were  •called  upon  va  renottno^  were 
provoked  id  aflert«  their  private  opinions«  to  purfue  the  conleqoencef 
of  thieir  niflaken  principles,  and  openly  to.ered  the  flandacd  o£ 
febellion  againft  the  unity  of  the  church.  The  GnoAics'wefe  dif^  . 
tiiiguiflied  as  the  moft  polite,  the  moft  learned,  and  the  moft 
weakiiy  of  the  ChriftiaD  name»  and  that  general  appeUatitm  which 
csprcfifad  a  (bperiority  of  knowleclgie,  was  either  ,  afliimed  by.  their 
own  pride,'  or  ironically  beftowed  by  the  -envy*  of  their  adyerfiuiea 
•They  were  almoft  without  exception  of  the  race  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  their  principal  founders  feem  to  have  been  natives  of  Syria 
or  £gypt)  where  the  warmth  of  the  climate  difpofes  both  the  mind 
and  the  body  to  contemplative  devotion.  The  Gnoflics  blended 
.W[^th  the  faith  of  Chrift  many  fublime  but  obfcurc  tenets,  which 
they  derived  from  oriental  philofophy,  and  even  front  the  religion 
of  Zoroafter,  concerning  the  eternity  of  matter,  the  exiftence  of 
two  principles,  and  the  myftcrious  hierarchy  of  the  invifibie  world  ". 
As  foon  as  they  launched  out  into  that  vaft  abyfs,  they  delivered 
themfclves  to  the  guidance  of  a  difordercd  imagination;  and  as 
the  paths  of  error  are  various  and  infinite,  the  Gnoftics  were 
imperceptibly  divided  into  more  than  fifty  particular  feds  '%  of 
whom  the  moft  celebrated  appear  to  have  been  the  Bafilidians^ 
the  ValeatinianSt  the  Marcionites,  aad»  la  a  ilill  later  period,  the 
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Manichseans.  Each  of  thefe  feds  could  boaft  of  its  biihops  and 
congregations,  of  its  do^rs  and  martyrs  and,  inftead  of  the 
four  gofpels  adopted  by  the  church,  the  heretics  produced  a  mul- 
titude of  hiftories,  in  which  the  anions  and  dilcourfes  of  Clirid  and 
of  hU  apoftlet  were  adapted  to  ^bm  lefpedtve  teaets  *\  The 
fiioeeft  of  Ae  OooftiGt  wat  rapid  and  exteafive  The7  covered 
Afia  and  Egypt*  dbUiflicd  theDsfelvei  io  RoDei  and  IbnieliiiMi 
penetrated  into  the  pnmocea  of  tbe  Weft.  For  the  «aft  part  -thej^ 
areic  in  the  lecood  centmyt  flourifhed  during  the  diird,  and  view 
fopprefied  in  Uie  finirtfa  or  fifth,  kf  the  preralenee  of  ooic  £dhioa* 
«ble  controverfiee,  and  by  the  fi^erior  albendant  of  die  icigniqg 
power.  Though  they  cqnAantly  diflorbed  die.  peide,  and  lit* 
^iiently  degraded  the  honotur,  of  xeUgioo*  they  contribnied  tv 
affift  rather  than  to  retard  the  piiQgre&  of  GfariAianity.  The  Oeny 
,  die  poamtttt  whole  ftvongeft  otgediflos  and  ptejadiees  wcm 
teded  againft  dw  kw  of  Molei»  could  find  adanffioa  into  many 
Chriftian  focieties»  which  required,  sot  horn  their  untntoied  iniad» 
any  belief  of  an  antecedent  mdation.  Their  fiuth  waa  inienfibly 
-fortified  and  enlarged,  and  the  diurdi  waa  oltimaiely  benefited  1^ 
the  conquefts  of  itt  moft  inveterate  enemies 
ThcdBiwmt  But  whatever  difi«rence  of  opinioa  might  fobfift  between  the 
tbe  gods  of  Orthodox,  the  Ebionitcs,  and  the  Gnoftics,  concerning  the  divinity  or 
"wq""/*  jjjg  obligation  of  the  Mofaic  law,  they  were  all  equally  animated 
by  the  fame  cxclufive  zeal,  and  by  the  fame  abhorrence  for  idolatry 
which  had  diftinguifhed  the  Jews  from  the  other  nations  of  the 
ancient  world.  The  philofopher,  who  confidered  the  fyflem  of 
polytheifni  as  a  compofition  of  human  fraud  and  error,  could  dil^ 
guife  a  fmile  of  contempt  under  the  mafk  of  devotion,  without  ap- 
prehending that  cither  the  mockery,  or  the  compliance  would  cx- 
pofc  him  to  the  refentment  of  any  invifible,  or  as  he  conceived  them, 
imaginary  powers.    But  the  cftablilhed  religiona  of  Paganiim  were 
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^en  by  the  primitive  Chrifltans  in  a  much  more  odious  and  formid- 
able light.  It  was  the  univerfal  fcntiment  both  of  the  church  and 
of  heretics,  that  the  daemons  were  the  authors,  the  patrons,  and 
the  objcds  of  idolatry  Thofc  rebellious  fpirits  who  had  been 
degraded  from  the  rank  of  angels,  and  caft  down  into  the  infernal 
pit,  were  ftill  permitted  to  roam  upon  earth,  to  torment  the  bodies, 
and  to  feduce  the  minds  of  finful  men.  They  foon  difcovered 
and  abufed  the  natural  propenfity  of  the  human  heart  towards 
devotion,  and,  artfully  withdrawing  the  adoration  of  mankind  from 
their  Creator,  they  ufurped  the  place  and  honours  of  the  Supreme 
Deity.  By  the  fuccefs  of  their  malicious  contrivances,  they  at  once 
gratified  their  own  vanity  and  revenge,  and  obtained  the  only 
comfort  of  which  they  were  yet  fufceptible,  the  hope  of  involving 
the  human  fpecies  in  the  participation  of  their  guilt  and  mifery. 
It  was  confefTed,  or  at  Icaft  it  was  imagined,  that  they  had  dif* 
iributed  among  themfelves  the  moft  important  charaders  of  poly- 
theifni,  one  daemon  alfuming  the  name  and  attributes  of  Jupiter, 
another  of  .£fculapius,  a  third  of  Venus,  and  a  fourth  perhaps  of 
Apolio'*}  and  that  by  the  advantage  of  their  long  experience  and 
aerial  nature,  they  were  enabled  to  execute,  with  fufficient  Ikill  and 
^gnity,  the  parts  which  they  had  undertaken.  They  lurked 
ia  the  temples,  inflituted  feftivals  and  facrificcs,  invented  fables, 
pronounced  oracles,  and  were  frequently  allowed  to  perform 
miracles.  The  Chriftians,  who,  by  the  interpoiition  of  the 
dxmons,  could  fo  readily  explain  every  praeternatural  appear- 
ance,  were  dUpofed  and  even  defirous  to  admit  the  moft  extra^ 
vagant  fidlions  of  the  Pagan  mythology.  But  the  belief  of  the 
Chriftian  was  accompanied  with  horror.  The  moft  trifling  mark  of 
fcfytOL  to-  the  national  vrorfliip  he.  confidered  a»  a  dixc€t  homage 
yielded  to  the  dsBmoD,  and  aa  an  «£i  of  rebcUioo  againft  the  majefty^ 
oCGod. 
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of**°'chr*.  confequcnce  of  this  opinion,  it  was  the  firft  but  arduous  duty 

iilStfi^  ^  Chriftian  to  prefervc  himlelf  pure  and  undefilcd  by  the  prafticc 

of  idolatry.  The  religion  of  the  nations  was  not  merely  a  fpecu^ 
lative  dodrine  profeflTcd  in  the  fchools  or  preached  in  the  temples. 
The  innumerable  deities  and  rites  of  polytheifm  were  clofely  inter- 
woven with  every  circumftance  of  bulmefs  or  pleafure,  of  public 
or  of  private  life  ;  and  it  fecmed  impofTible  to  efcape  their  obfcr- 
vance,  without,  at  the  fame  time,  renouncing  the  commerce  of 
mankind,  and  all  the  oflices  and  amufcmcnts  of  fociety  The 
important  tranfa^dions  of  peace  and  war  were  prepared  or  con- 
cluded by  folema  (acrifices,  in  which  the  magiftrate,  the  fenator, 
and  tbe  ibl^trf >  were'obliged {o.  prefide  or  to  participate^*.  The 
]mblic  fpieSicles  vme  an  efiential  part  of  tlic  cheerful  devotion  of 
thr  Pagans,  lud  -the  gods  were  fuppofed.tD  accept,  as  the  mofl 
grateful  offering,  the  garnet' that  the  prince,  and  people  cdebrated 
in  honour  of  their  pecnliar  feftivals  The  Chriftian,  who  with 
pious  horror  avcfided  theabonunatioa  of  the  curcna  or  thetheatre, 
€oond  himfelf  enconpalKd  with  infernal. inajtes  in  every  conviviBl 
(entertainment,  as  elten  aa  hit  firiendt,  invokbg  the  hofpitable 
deities,  poured  out  libations  to  each  other's  happineft  ^.  When 
the  bride*  ftruggting  with  weU-affoaed  xeludance^  was  fbceed  in 
hymenseal  ponip  over  the  threlhold  of  her  new  habitation^*;  or 
when  the  .frd  proceflion  of  the  dead  Howly  moved  towards  the 
foneral  pile  ^,  the  Chriftian,  on  thele  interefting  oocafions,  was 
•compelled  to  de&rt  the  perfons  who  were  the  deareft  to  hin^  nther 
ihan .  oontrad  the  guilt  inherent  to  thoTe  impious  eeiemodes. 
Every  art  and  every  trade  that  was  in  the  leaft  concecned  in  die 
gaming  or  adorning  of  idols  was  polluted  by  Uie  fliin  of  iddap 
try  *\  A  levere  featence,  fince  it  devoted  to  eternal  mifery  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  community,  which  is  employed  in  the  exerrife 
of  liberal  or  mechanic  profelfions;  If  we  cad  our  eyes  over  the 
aumerous  remains  of  antiquity,  we  (hall  perceive,  that  faefides  tUb 
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immediate  reprefentatlons  of  the  Gods,  and  the  holy  inftrument* 
of  their  worfhip,  the  elegant  forms  and  agreeable  fiftions  con- 
fecrated  by  the  imagination  of  the  Greeks,  were  introduced  a* 
the  richcft  ornamcnis  of  the  houfes,  the  drefs,  and  the  furniture* 
of  the  Pagans  **.  Even  the  arts  of  mufic  and  painting,  of  eloquence 
and  poetry,  flowed  from  the  fame  impure  origin.  In  the  ftyle 
of  the  fathers,  Apollo  and  the  Mufcs  were  the  organs  of  the 
infernal  fpirit,  Homer  and  Virgil  were  the  moft  eminent  of  hi$ 
fervants,  and  the  beautiful  mythology  which  pervades  and  animates 
the  compofitions  of  their  genius,  is  deftined  to  celebrate  the  glory 
of  the  daemoiM*  Even  the  commoa  language  of  Greece  and  Rome 
abounded  iridk  fimifiar  but  impioas  expreflions*  which  the  im- 
pfodent  Ghrilliaifc  might  too  caidefsly  utter,  or  too  patientlj 

The  dangerous  temputioos,  which  on  cverjr  fide  lurlced  in  Minki 
ambuih  to  furprife  die  unguarded  betiever,  aflailed  hun  with  re- 
doubled violence  on  the  days  of  iokmn  feftivals.  So  artfully 
were  they  firamed  and  dilpoled  duoughout  the  year*  that  fuper- 
fiition  always  wore  the  appearance  of  pleafttre«  and  ofken  of  vir* 
tue  Some  of  the  moft  iacred  fefltvils  in  the  Roman  ritual  were 
deftined  tp  filute  the  new  calends  of  January  with  tows  of  public 
and  private  felidty»  to  indulge  the  pious  remembrance  of  the  dead 
and  Uvingt  to  aibertain  the  inviolable  bounds  of  proper^,  to  haib 
on  the  return  of  ^ring»  the  gemal  powers  of  fecundity,  to  per- 
petuate the  two  memorable  eras  of  Rome*  the  foundation  of  the 
city*  and  that  of  the  republic,  and  to  reftore,  during  the  humane 
Ucenfe  of  the  Saturnalia,  the  primitiTe  equality  of  mankind.  Some 
idea  ma^  be  ocmcdved  of  the  abhorrence  of  the  Chriftians  for  fiich 
impious  ceremomes,  by  the  fcrupulous  delicacy  which  they  dil^ 
played  on  a  much  left  alarming  occafion.  On  days  of  general 
feftivity,  it  was  the  cuflom  of  the  ancients  to  adorn  their  doon 
with  lamps  and  mth  branches  of  laurel,  and  to  crown  their  heads 
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with  a  garland  of  flowers.     This  innocent  and  elegant  practice 
might  perhaps  have  been  tolenrted  as  a  mere  citU.  inftitution.  But 
il  moft  unhiekilf  liq>peMd  that  the  doom  wtxt  wider  the  protedion 
«f  the  houlehold  gods,  that  the  hwel  wat  Cweted  »  the  lover  of 
Daphne,  and  that  garlands  of  flowers,  though  frequently  worn 
as  a  fymhol  either  of  joy  or  mouraingy  hod  been  dedieaiod  in 
tfidr  firH  otipA  to  the  ferrice  6f  fupefftitioik    The  trembling 
CbrilHaiSk  who  wefe  pccfinded  in  this  iaftiaee  to  comply  #idh 
Ae  fiiihioa  of  theitf-  eountry*  and  the  oomoMnds  of  the  magillntev 
labooied  nnder  die  moft  gloomy  apprehenfiom,  from  the  repraacfaetf 
df  (hrir  own  eonfeieoce»  tht  cenfnres  of  the  chiircfa»  and  die  de» 
nnnciations  of  divine  vengeance  • 
Ztii  for         Such  was  the  anidons  <UKgence  whidk  was  reqtnxed  to  eaaxd  th» 
chaftity  of  the  go^l  from  the  mfc€kioiM  breath  of  idolatry;  Tbe 
fiiperfUtiofis  oUemnces  of  public  or  private  lites  were  caneleftly  pxac- 
<  tlfed>  ftom  education  and  habit,  by  the  followers  of  the  eftabliAeif 
religion.  But  as  often  as  they  occorred,  they  afforded  the  Cbfiftim 
an  opportunity  of  <fcclaring  and  confirming  their  tealous  oppbfito* 
By  thcfc  frequent  proteaations  their  attachment  txi  the  fidth  was. 
continaally  fortified,  and  in  proportion  to  the  increale  of  zeal^  they^ 
combated  with  the  more  ardour  and  fuccefs  in  fhfi  holy  war,  which. 
•  they  had  undertaken  againft  the  empire  of  the  dzmons. 
Thi  lEcoicD     If.  The  writings  of  Qcero     reptefent  in  the  moft  livety  coloun> 
Tbtdoarine  the  ignorance,  the  errors,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  ancient  phi- 
tdiirofihc    KHopncrs  with  regard  to  the  immortality  of  the  fouL  When 
SJ'^ESI.    ^^^y       d^'firous  of  arming  their  difciples  againfl  the  fear  of  death, 
pbmj         they  inculcate,  as  an  obvious  though   melancholy  pofition,  that 
the  fatal  ftrokc  of  our  diffolution  relcafes  us  from  the  calamities  of 
life;  and  that  ihofe  can  no  longer  fufFer  who  no  longer  exift. 
Yet  there  were  a  few  fages  of  Greece  and  Rome  who  had  conceived 
a  more  exalted,   and,  in  fome  refpeas,  a  jufter  idea  of  human 
nature  J  though  it  muft  be  coufeli'ed,  that  in  the  fublimc  inquiry, 
^  theis 
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their  reafoa  had  bcca  often  guided  by  their  imngtnattoo,  and  that  their 
imagination  had  been  prompted  hj  their  vamcj.  When  tbej 
viewed  with  complacency  the  ektent  of  their  awn  meotal  powers* 

when  they  excrcifed  the  various  faculties  of  noemorft  of  faoe^t 
and  of  judgment,  in  the  moft  profound  fpeculations,  or  the  raoft 
important  labours,  and  when  thef  xefledled  on  the  delire  of  fame, 
which  tranfported  them  into  future  ages,  far  beyond  the  bounds 
of  death  and  of  the  grave  ;  they  were  unwilling  to  confound  them- 
leaves  with  the  beads  of  the  field,  or  to  fuppofe,  that  a  bcing^ 
for  whofe  dignity  they  entertained  the  moft  fincere  admiration, 
could  be  limited  to  a  fpot  of  earth,  and  to  a  few  years  of  duration* 
With  this  favourable  prepoffeffion  they  fummoned  to  their  aid  the 
Jkience,  or  rather  the  language,  of  Metaphyftcs.    They  Toon  dif" 
covered,  that  as  none  of  the  properties  of  matter  will  apply  to  thtf 
operations  of  the  mind,  the  human  foul  muft  confequently  be  tL 
fubftance  diftindt  from  the  body,  pure,  fimple,  and  fpiritual,  in- 
capable of  difTolution,  and  fufccptiblc  of  a  much  higher  degree  of 
virtue  and  liappincfs  after  the  rcleafe  from  its  corporeal  prifon. 
From  ihefc  fpccious  and  noble  principles,  the  philofophers  who 
trod  in  the  footfteps  of  Plato,  deduced  a  very  unjuftlfiable  conclu- 
fion,  fince  they  afTcrtcd,  not  only  the  future  immortality,  but  the 
pad  eternity  of  the  human  foul,  which  they  were  too  apt  to  con- 
fjdcr  as  a  portion  of  the  Infinite  and  fclf  cxilling  fpirit,  wliicb  per- 
vades and  fuftains  the  uiiiverfe  A  dodtrine   thus  removed 
■■  beyond  the  fcnfes  and  the  experience  of  mankind,  might  ferve  to 
amufe  the  leilure  of  a  philofophic  mind  ;  or,  in  the  filence  of  foli- 
tude,  it  might  fometimes  impart  a  ray  of  comfort  to  dcfponding 
virtue  ;  but  the  faint  imprefllon  which  had  been  received  in  the 
fchools,  was  foon  obliterated  by  the  commerce  and  bufinefs  of 
aaive  life.   We  arc  fufilcieatly  acquaiatid  with  Ae  tminent  pet*- 
fons  vAio  flouriihed  in  the  age  of  Cicero,  anil  of  the  firft  Gasiari, 
with  their  anions,  iheir  chaniaers,  and  their  ncuxfCBf  to  be  aflhfid. 
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that  their  condudl  in  this  life  was  never  regulated  by  any  ferious 
conviaion  of  the  rewards  or  punilhments  of  a  future  ftate.  At  the 
bar  and  in  the  fenate  of  Rome  the  ableft  orators  were  not  appre- 
henfive  of  giving  offence  to  their  hearers,  by  expofing  that  doc- 
trine as  an  idle  and  extravagant  opinion,  which  was  rejcQcd  with 
contempt  by  every  maa  of  a  liberal  educatioa  and  uaderlUad- 
ing 

anoBgAt       Since  therefore  the  mofl  rubttiae  effbrti  of  philofophy  can  estenl 
GrcMsnd    no  futbiex  than  feebly  to  point  out  the  defiie,  the  hope,  or,  «t 
*      mod,  the  prdfafthititf,  of  a  fbtnre  ftile»  tiiere  i*  aothing,  except  a 
divine  xevelation*  that  can  afcertaia  the  citifliencet  and  delcribe 
die  conditiom  of  the  invifible  country  which  it  deftined  to  nodn 
die  Ibala  of  men  afker  thdr  feparadon  from  die  body.  But  we 
may  pereeive  leveial  defefis  inherent  to  the  |iopttlar  rdigiont  of 
Greece  and  Roffle»  which  rendered  diem  very  uneqttal  to  ib  arduooa 
a  talk.   I.  The  general  fyftem  of  their  mythology  was  nniiipporied 
by  any  iblid  pioofs ;  and  the  wifeft  among  the  Pagans  had  already- 
difdaimed  ita  ofurped  aadiority*  9,  The  de&r^tion  of  the  infeiw  • 
nal  regtona  had  been  abandoned  to  the  fimey  of  painters  and 
of  poets,  who  peopled  them  with  lb- many  phanlOBs  and  monfters» 
who  difpenied  their  rewards  and  punilhments  with  fi>  little  equity*, 
that  a  folemn  truth,  the  mod  congenial  to  the  human  heart,  waa> 
opprcflfed  and  difgraced  by  the  abfurd  mixture  of  the  wildeft. 
fidions       3.  The  do^riae  of  a  future  fbte  was  Scarcely  con. 
fidered  among  the  devout  polytheilb  of  Greece  and  Rome  as  a 
fundamental  article  of  faith.    The  providence  of  the  gods,  as  it 
related  to  public  communities  rather  than  to  private  indi'viduali^. 
was  principally  difplayed  on  the  vifible  theatre  of  the  prefent  world. 
The  private  petitions  which  were  offered  on  the  altars  of  Jupiter 
or  Apollo,  exprefled  the  anxiety  of  their  worftiippeis  for  temporal 
happinefs,  and  their  ignorance  or  indifference  concerning  a  future 
life       The  importaat  truth  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  was 
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iDodcAted  widi  more  diUgence  at  well  ai  fiioceft  in  Indbf  b 
Aflym,  in  Egfp^«  and  in  Gaul ;  and  fince  we  cannot  attribnte 
fuch  a  diffcrenoe  to  the  fuperior  knowledge  of  the  barbariani>  we 
muft  afcribe  it  to  the  inftiieoce  of  an  eftaUUhed  priefthood»  which 
employed  the  motives  of  virtue  as  the  inftrument  of  amMtion 

We  might  naturally  ezpcft,  that  a  principle  fo  eflendal  to 
reUgiont  would  have  been  xercaled  in  the  cleareft  terms  to  the 
chofen  people  of  Paleftine»  and  that  it  might  fafely  have  been  en* 
tnifted  to  the  hereditary  priefthood  of  Aaron.    It  is  incumbent  on 
us  to  adore  the  myfterioua  difpcnfations  of  providence      when  we 
difcover,  that  the  do^bine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul  is  omitted 
in  the  law  of  Mofes  ;  it  is  darkly  infinuated  by  the  prophets,  and 
during  the  long  period  which  elapfed  between  the  Egyptian  and  the 
Babylonian  fervitudes,  the  hopes  as  well  as  fears  of  the  Jews 
appear  to  have  been  confined  within  the  narrow  compafs  of  the 
prefent  life       After  Cyrus  had  permitted  the  exiled  nation  to 
return  into  the  promifed  land,  and  after  Ezra  had  redored  the 
ancient  records  of  their  religion,  two  celebrated  feds,  the  Saducees 
and  the  Pharifces  infenfibly  arofe  at  Jerufalem        The  former 
who  claimed  the  moft  opulent  and  diftinguiflied  part  of  the  focietyi 
were  ftriftly  attached  to  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  Mofaic  law,  and 
they  pioufly  rejeded  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  as  an  opinion  that 
received  no  countenance  from  the  divine  book,  which  they  revered 
as  the  only  rule  of  their  faith.    To  the  authority  of  fcripture  the 
Pharifces  added  that  of  tradition,  and  they  accepted,  under  the 
name  of  traditions,  feveral  fpeculative  tenets  from  the  philofophy 
or  religion  of  the  Eaftern  nations.    The  dodrines  of  fate  or  pre- 
deftination,  of  angels  and  fpirits,  and  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards 
and  punifliments,  were  in  the  number  of  thcfc  new  articles  of 
belief;  and  as  the  Pharifces,  by  the  auftcrity  of  their  manners,  had 
drawn  into  their  party  the  body  of  the  Jcwifh  people,  the  immor- 
tality of  the  foul  became  the  prevailing  fcniiment  of  the  fynagogue, 
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under  the  reiga  of  the  Afroonaean  princes  and  pontiffs.  The  tem- 
per of  the  Jews  was  incapable  of  contenting  iifclf  with  fuch  a  cold 
and  languid  aflent  as  might  fatisfy  the  mind  of  a  Polvtheift  ;  and  as 
foon  as  they  admitted  the  idea  of  a  future  ftaic,  they  embraced  it 
with  the  zeal  which  has  always  formed  the  charackriftic  of  the 
nation.  Their  zeal,  however,  added  nothing  to  its  evidence,  or 
even  probability  :  and  it  was  ftill  neceflary,  that  the  do<arine  of  life, 
and  immortality,  vrhich  had  been  didated  by  oatuce,  a|iproved  by 
zeafon,  and  reoeived  by  fuperftitxan*  ihofild  obtMn  the  iao^Uoa  of 
clivioe  truth  firom  die  authority  and  taamfk  of  Oirifti 
Pill,  When  the  preflufe  of  eternal  happiaefii  was  propded  ttifnaiiktnd# 
flo  conditkia  of  adopting  the  faith  aad.iof  ohbrvkkg  die  preoepii 
of  the  goifteU  it  ia no  vmder  Ibittia  tdviatijgeQM  an  oflSer  UMA 
have  been  accepted  hy  gseat  ausbcn  flf;  every  reUgion,  of  every 
rank,  and  of  eveiy  peovance  in  the  Boman  empire.  The  aaeicol 
Ghrifliana  were  anaautltd  hf  a  coniempt  for  their  piefini  rtWImrtf; 
and  hy  a  jaft  eonfidanccf'of  iiMMrtaliiyi  of  wdiieh.the  4e«btfid  aftd 
imperfed  faith  ef  nxidei>n  ages  cannol'fiM  as  any  adeqnaie  nmioa* 
ApproacKing  In  iho  prinutive>  chi»ch,  die  infloenoe  of  tsalh  was  veiy  foweifuUy 
ftrenglhened  by  an  opinioi^  wUdi,  hewe««r  it  may  Atbrvc  xeTpeA 
ier  its  ufefnlncft  and  antiquity,  hai  not  been  iomad  agieeiible  t» 
CKpencnce.  h  was  uninresfally  hdievcd,  that  the  end  of  Ae.worhh: 
and  the  kingdom  ef  Heanreoi  were  at  hand.  The  near  ap|tfoack 
of  this  wonderfa!  event  bad  been  predidled  by  the  apoftles;  the 
tryidition  of  it  w»«  prefervcd  by  their  earlicft  difciples,  and  tbofe 
who  undernood  in  their  literal  feufc  the  diTcourfes  of  Chrift  himftlf, 
were  obliged  to  expc£l  the  fccond  and  glorious  coming  of  the  Son 
of  Man  in  the  clouds,  before  that  generation  was  totally  extin- 
gu  (hcd,  vvhi.  h  had  beheld  his  humble  condition  upon  earth,  and 
which  might  iiiil  be  witnefs  to  the  calamities  of  the  Jews  under 
Vefpan.m  or  Hadrian.  The  revolution  of  feventeen  centuries  has 
ioftrudeU  us  not  to  prds  too  dofeiy  the  iDyfkrious  language  of 

prophecy 


cnd.of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


Dnflrlne  of 
the  Milleo* 


OFTHEROMANEMPIRE.  47^ 

proplMC^f  tod  tfefdatibit ;  but  is  long  is,  for  vnft  {MrpoTcSr  Aiii 
HM  permitted  CD  fitbOft  in  the  cliureh}  it  waie  produ£livc  of  (ke  tttoH 
ftluUiy  effiedt  on  the  faith  aad  pradict  of  Chriftkne,  who  Irred 
in  the  awful  «»peftMioB  of  that  moment  when  the  glohe  itfetft  ua4 
til  the  various  race  of  mankiodt  fliould  minble  at  the  appearanetf 
dMk  divine  judge  *K 

The  aneieirt  and  popuhir  dodrine  Of  the  MtQennimn  was  antl* 
inattly  eoniieacfl  with  (he  (eoond  eoftiing  of  Ghrift.  As  the  works 
Of  the  creation  hid  been  flniibed  in  iix  days,  their  doration  bi  their 
prefent  ftate,  aeeording  to  a  tradhion  which  was  attrihoted  to  thd 
prophet  EKjah,  was  fixed  to  fix  thoufand  years  By  the  fame 
anslegy  h  was  inferred*  that  this  long  period  of  labour  and  con^ 
feotion,  wliich  vr*a  now  alnnoft  eUpfcd  would  be  fucceedcd  by  a 
joyful  Sabbath  of  a  thoufand  years ;  and  that  Chrift,  with  the  tri*' 
wnphant  band  of  the  faints  aftd  the  ele^  wlio  had  eftapcd  death,  or 
who  had  been  miraculouOy  revived,  wouki  reign  upon  earth  till  the 
ftaie  appbinCed  for  the  laft  and  general  reiurre^ion.  So  pkafing 
was  this  hope  to  the  mind  of  believers,  that  the  ifcrtw  Jerufalemt  the 
fest  of  this  blifsful  kingdom,  was  quickly  adorned  with  all  the 
l^eft  Ccdoufs  of  ihe  imagination,  A  felicity  confifting  only  (A 
pure  and  fpiritual  pleafure,  would  have  appeared  too  refined  for  its 
inhabitants,  who  were  ftill  fupiwfed  to  pofltls  their  human  nature 
and  feftfes.  A  garden  of  Eden,  with  the  amufements  of  the  paftoral 
Ifc,  was  no  longer  fuited  to  the  advanced  ftatc  of  fociety  which 
prevailed  under  the  Roman  empire.  A  city  was  therefore  eretfled 
of  gold  and  precious  ftonts,  and  a  i\ip€rn:Uural  plenty  of  corn  and 
wine  was  beftowed  on  the  adjacent  territory ;  in  the  free  enjoyment 
©f  ^vhofc  fpontaneous  produdions,  the  happy  and  benevolent  peo- 
ple was  never  to  be  reftraincd  by  any  jealous  laws  of  excluhve 
property  The  affurance  offuch  a  Millennium,  was  carefully  in»^ 
culcated  by  a  fucccflion  of  the  fathers  from  Juftin  Martyr  and 
Ireosu8»  who  converiicd  with  the  immediate  difciples  of  the  apof^les^ 
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<3own  to  Ladantius,  who  was  preceptor  to  the  fon  of  Conftantine 
They  all  maintain  and  defcribc  that  fyftem  as  received  by  the 
general  confent  of  the  Chriftians  of  their  own  times ;  and  it 
feems  fo  well  adapted  to  the  defiret  and  appreheoikms  6f  maokiod, 
that  it  muft  have  cootribtited  in  a  very  confidenUe  degree  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  Ghriftiaa  fidth.  But  when  the  edtfiee  of  die  didrch 
was  aUnoft  oompleted*  the  temporary  fupport  was  laid  afide.  The 
dofiiine  of  Ghrift*s  reign  upoa  earth,  wai  at  firft  treated  as  a  pro- 
fbtmd  allegaiy*  was  confidered  by  degrees  as  a  donbtfiil  aod  ufileia 
opinioiit  and  was  at  length  rgefied  as  theahfufd  inve&tioaof  benTf 
and  fanaficifm  **,  A  myfterious  prophecy,  whidi  ftill  ftrms  a  part 
of  the  Jacredcanofi»  bnt  which  was  thought  to  hmat  the  enploded 
ieatuBent^  has  vecy  nanowlj  dcaped  the  praftriptioa  of  the 
church 

ConfafraiiHi    Whilft  the  happineft  and  f^orf  of  a  tempofal  reign  was  pcomiied 
iStwSi  ^  ^  dilaples  of  QiriA»  die  moft  dreadful  calamities  were dt» 
noonoed  agaittft  an  unbeUenAg  woild*  The  edification  of  the  new 
Jemlalem  was  to  advance  by  equal  ftepe  with  the  deftniOion  of  the 
myftic  Babylon :  and  as  long  as  the  emperors  who  rdgned  befine 
Conflantine  perlifted  in  the  prohSSm  of  idolatiy,  the  epithet  of 
Babykm  was  applied  to  the  dty  and  to  the  empire  of  Rome.  A  re- 
gular feries  was  prepared  of  all  the  moral  and  phyficid  evils  whidi 
can  afflift  a  flourtihing  nation ;  intefttoe  diftocd,  and  die  invafion 
«f  the  fiercefl  barbarians  £rom  the  unknown  regions  of  the  North  | 
peftilence  and  famine,  oomets  and  edipleSt  earthquakes  and  inun- 
dations      All  thefe  were  only  fo  many  preparatory  and  alarming 
figns  of  the  great  cataftrophe  of  Rome,  when  the  country  of  die 
Scipios  and  Cxfars  fhould  be  confumed  by  a  flame  from  Heaven, 
and  the  city  of  the  feven  hills,  with  her  palaces,  her  temples, 
and  her  triumphal  arches,  fhould  be  buried  in  a  vafl  lake  of  fire 
and  brimflone.    It  might,  however,  afford  fome  confolation  to 
Homan  vanity,  that  the  period  of  their  empire  would  be  that  of 
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the  world  itfelf ;  which,  as  it  had  once  periflicd  by  the  element  of 
T^atcr,  was  dcftincd  to  experience  a  fecond  and  a  fpeedy  dcftrudlcn 
/rom  the  element  of  fire.  In  the  opinion  of  a  general  conflagration, 
the  faith  of  the  Chriftian  very  happily  coincided  with  the  tradition 
of  the  Eaft,  the  philofophy  of  the  Stoics,  and  the  analogy  of  Nature : 
aod  even  the  country,  which  had  been  chofen  from  religious  motives 
for  die  origin  and  principal  fcene  of  the  conflagration,  was  the  beft 
adapted  for  that  purpofc  by  natural  and  phylical  caufes ;  hj  its  deep 
«averDt»  badt  of  fulphur,  and  nrnnerom  -fdbuiD*«  of  which  thofe 
4if  iEtoatof  VefoviiUa  and  of  Lipari,  exhibit  aviery  imperfeft  re- 
pfdcntatioa.  Tlie  calmeft  and  moft  intrepid  iceptie  could  not  re- 
fafe  to  adoDOViledgti  that  the  deftrndSon  <of  the  prefent  fyfteoi  of  . 
die  worUl  by  fire,  um  ia  itfelf  extremely  probable.  The  Chriftian, 
who  founded  his  belief  mudi  left  on  the  Macious  argumenu  of 
realbo  than  on  die  mdiority  of  tradition  and  die  interpretation 
«f  fcripture,  exjpeded  it  widi  terror  and  confidence  as  a  certain  and 
approacbing  event ;  and  as' his  mind  was  perpetually  filled  with  the 
iblemn  idea,  he  oonfidered  every  dlftfter  that  happened  to  the  em- 
{lire  as  an  inftllible  fymptom  of  in  expiring  world 

The  condemnation  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  virtuous  of  the  pagans*  TT>>gy> 
on  account  of  their  ignoraooe  or  difl>elief  of  the  divine  truth,  feems  enmi 
10  (^nd  the  reaibn  and  the  humanity  of  the  preTeht  age".   But  P""***'*' 
the  primitive  church,  whoTe  faith  was  of  a  mucH  firmer  confiftence, 
delivered  over,  without  hefitation,  to  eternal  tortulre,  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  human  fpecies.    A  charitable  hope  lAight  perhaps  be 
indulged  in  favour  of  Socrates,  or  fome  other  fagcs  of  antiquity, 
who  had  confulted  the  light  of  reafon  before  that  of  the  gofpcl  had 
arifen        But  it  was  unanimoufly  affirmed,  that  thofe  who,  fince 
the  birth  or  the  death  of  Chrift,  Ind  obftinately  perfided  in  the 
worfhip  of  the  dimons,  neither  deferved  nor  could  expert  a  pardon 
from  the  irritated  juftice  of  the  Deity.    Thcfc  rigid  fentiments, 
which  had  been  unknown  to  the  ancient  world,  appear  to  have  in- 
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iufed  a  fpirit  of  blttcrnefs  into  a  fyftem  of  love  and  harmony.  The 
ties  of  blood  and  friendfhlp  were  frequently  torn  afunder  by  the 
difference  of  religious  faith  ;  and  the  Chriftians,  who,  in  this  world, 
found  themfelves  opprcfTcd  by  the  power  of  the  pagans,  were  forae- 
tlmes  feduccd  by  rcfentmcnt  and  fpiiitiKil  pride  to  delight  in  the 
profpedl  of  their  future  triumph.    "  You  are  fond  of  fpeilacles," 
exclaims  the  ftcrn  Tertulllan  ;  '*  expect  the  greateft  of  ail  fpedacles, 
the  laft  and  eternal  judgment  of  the  imivcrfe*    How  (hall  I  ad- 
*'  mire,  how  laugh,  how  rejoice,  how  exult,  when  I  behold  fo 
*•  many  proud  monarchs,  and  fancied  gods,  groaning  in  the  lowed 
**  abyfs  of  darknefs  ;  fo  many  magiftratcs  who  perfecuted  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  liquefyiDg  in  fiercer  fires  than  they  ever  kindled 
'*  againd  theChciftians;  To  maay  fage  philofophers  bluQiing  in  red 
**  hot  flames  with  their  deluded  fcholan ;  fo  many  celebrated  poets 
**  trembling  before  the  tlibunal,  not  of  Minos,  but  of  Chrifl ;  fo 
•»  many  tragedians,  more  tunefiil  in  the  exprcflioa  of  their  own 
**  fu6Fering5 ;  fo  many  daiicen"-<*But  the  humanity  of  the  reader 
vfiW  permit  me  to  draw  a  vol  over  the  reft  o£  thU  infernal  defcrip- 
tibot  which  the  zealous  African,  purfuea  in  a  long  variety  of  affeded 
and  unfeeling  wittidfint 
wmoftm      Doubtlefs  there  were  many  ainoog  tin:  primitiTe  Chriftians  of  a 
SSTfa^!^  temper  more  fuitable  to  the  meekneft  and  charity  of  their  profeffion. 

There  were  many  who  felt  a  fiocere  oompaiGon  for  the  danger  of 
their  friends  and  countiymen,  and  who  exerted  the  meft  benevolent 
zeal  to  iave  them  fiom  the  impending  deftruOion.  The  cardeA 
Polytheift,  aflailed  by  new  and  unezpeOed  terxora*  againft  which 
neither  his  priefia  nor  his  philofophen-  could  afford'  hun  any  cer- 
tain  protediony  was  very  frequently  terrified  and  fubdued  by  the 
menace  of  eternal  tortures.  His  fears  might  aiEft  the  progieft  o0 
his  faith  and  reafim ;  and  if  he  could  once  perfuade  htmlelf  to  fufped 
that  the  Ghriflian  nligioo  might  poflibly  be  true,  it  became  an  eafp 
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vdk  to  con^noe  hiai  ditt  it  wis  the  ikfeft  and  moll  pradeot  pAity 
that  he  could  poflSbly  embrace. 

IIL  The  fupernatural  gifts,  which  even  in  this  life  were  afcribed  TheTHi*a 
to  the  Quifiiaas  above  the  reft  of  mankind»  muft  have  conduced  to 

Miraculous 

their  own  comfort,  and  very  frequently  to  the  convi^ion  of  infidels. 
Bcfides  the  occafional  prodigieSt  which  might  fometimes  be  eflPeded 
by  the  immediate  interpofition  of  the  Deity  when  he  fufpended  the 
laws  of  Nature  for  the  fervice  of  religion,  the  Chriflian  church, 
from  the  time  of  the  apoftles  and  their  firft  difdplcs",  has  claimed 
an  uninterrupted  fuccefllon  of  miraculous  powers,  the  gift  of 
tongues,  of  vifion  and  of  prophecy,  the  power  of  expelling  dae- 
mons, of  healing  the  fick,  and  of  raifing  the  dead.    The  know- 
ledge of  foreign  languages  was  frequently  communicated  to  the  con- 
temporaries of  Irenaeus,  though  Irenxus  himfelf  was  left  to  ftruggle 
with  the  difficulties  of  a  barbarous  dialedl  whilft  he  preached  the 
gofpel  to  the  natives  of  GauP*.    The  divine  infpiration,  whether 
it  was  conveyed  in  the  form  of  a  waking  or  of  a  fleeping  vifion,  is 
defcribed  as  a  favour  very  liberally  bcftowed  on  all  ranks  of  the 
faithful,  on  women  as  on  elders,  on  boys  as  well  as  upon  bifliops. 
When  their  devout  minds  were  fufficiently  prepared  by  a  courfe  of 
prayer,  of  fading,  and  of  vigils,  to  receive  the  extraordinary  im- 
pulfe,  they  were  tranfported  out  of  their  fenfes,  and  delivered  in 
extafy  what  was  infpired,  being  mere  organs  of  the  holy  fpirit,  juft 
as  a  pipe  or  flute  is  of  htm  who  blows  into  it We  may  add, 
that  the  defign  of  thefe  viHons  was,  for  the  mod  part,  either  to  dif> 
dote  the  future  hiftory,  or  to  guide  the  prefent  adminiftration  pf- 
the  church.   The  ezpolfion  of  the  dcmont  from  the  bodies  of 
diofe  unhappy  peribns  whom  they  hiul  been  permlned  to  torment*' 
was  confidered  as  a  fignal  though  ordinary  triumph  of  religion, 
and  is  repeatedly  alleged  by  the  ancient  apologias,  as  the  moft  con- 
Tindng  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity.  The  awful  ceremony 
was  ttfually  performed  in  a  public  manner^  and  in  the  prefenoe  of 
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a  great  number  of  fpcctators    the  patient  vsras  relieved  by  the  power 
or  fkill  of  the  exorcift,  and  the  vanquiflied  daemon  was  heard  to 
confcfs,  that  he  was  one  of  the  fabled  gods  of  antiquity,  who  had 
impioufly  ufurpcd  the  adaraiion  of  mankind        But  the  miracu- 
lous cure  of  difeafes  of  the  mofl  inveterate  or  even  preternatural 
kind,  can  no  longer  occafion  any  furprife,  when  we  recoiled,  that 
in  the  days  of  Ircnaius,  about  the  end  of  the  fecond  century,  the 
reiurrcdiuii  of  the  dead  was  very  far  from  being  efteemed  an  un- 
common event ;  that  the  miracle  was  frequently  performed  on  necef- 
fary  occafiuns,  by  great  fading  and  the  joint  fupplicatioa  of  tfie 
church  of  the  place,  and  that  the  perfoQi  thus  refior^  to  theif 
prayers,  had  lived  afterward^  ampng  them  many  ycasc      At  fifdi. 
a  period,  ythta  f^th  co^ild  boafi  of  ib  many  wonderful  vjfitoiy» 
oTer  dettb,  it  leema  diffic^t  to  account  few  the  IcepticUiai  of  diofi) 
philofophers*  who  flill  rejeded  and  deri4e4  the  doQrine  of  di« 
fiirre^tion,  A  noble  Oreci^a'  had  itefted  on  thin  iniponant  ground 
the  whole  controverfy,  and  promi£s4  Theophilui»  biflvop  of  Ajol&adh 
that  if  he  coiild  be  gradfied  vpth  the  fight  of  a  fiogle  perfon  vfaO' 
had  been  aftnally  ndfed  ten  tlie  d^a4>  he  would  immediately  em- 
braee  the  Chriftifui  vdifpoo.  Ix  it  fimiewhat  semiirkablc^  that  the 
prelate  of  the  firft  eaft^  dii^ch,  however  uudow  fat  tl)e  eoof 
TerJipn  of  hit  friend,  tfaoi)^  proper  to  ^Une  thie  ftir  and  xea^ 
fimable  dulllcnge'^ 

The  mtradet  of  the  priijutive  4;|mrcht  after  obtaining  die  fime- 
tion  of  ageSf  have  been  latdy  attacked  in  a  very  free  and  in- 
genioua  tnijairy";  whidi,  though  it  hat  met  with  the  moft 
fiivonrable  reception  froip  tlje  Public,  appeara  to  have  esdied  a 
general  fcandal  among  the  divinea  of  our  own  aa  well  aa  of  the 
'  other  proteftant  cliurchea  of  Europe  ^«  Our  difierent  fentimrnta  of 
thta  contrpverfy  will  be  much  Ida  influenced  by  any  particular  argu- 
ments* than  by  our  habita  of  ftudy  and  reflexion  i  and  above  all,  by 
the  degreci  of  the  evidence  which  we  have  a^euftomed  oucielvea  to  re- 
quire 
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•uire  for  the  proof  of  a  mineulous  event.  The  duty  of  an  hif**  Oorperpiexi- 
tonan  doet  not  call  upon  him  to  loterpofe  his  privxte  judgment  in  the  miracu- 
tiiit  nice  and  important  controrerfy ;  hot  he  ought  not  to  diflembls  ^  ^''"^* 
Hbe  diflKcnhy  of  adopting  fuch  a  theoiy  m  nay  reconcile  the  intereft 
ef  religion  with  that  of  reaibn»  of  ma^g  a  proper  application  of 
that  theory*  and  of  defining  with  predfion  the  limits  of  that  happy 
period  exempt  from  error  and  from  deeat*  to  which  we  might  be 
difpofed  to  allow  the  gift  of  fupematoral  powen.  From  the  firft  of 
the  £uhcra  to  the  kft  of  the  popet»  a  fucoel&on  of  bidkopa,  of 
fiuoti*  of  martyn»  and  of  mirades,.  is  continued  without  interrup- 
tiaii»  and  the  progrels  of  fuperftitiDn  was  lo  gradoal  and  afanoilr 
impereeptiUe^  that  we  know  not  in  what  particular  link  we  flionld 
break  the  chain  of  tradition.    Every  age  bears  tcflimony  to  tho- 
wonderful  events  by  which  it  was  diftinguifhed,  and  its  teftimony 
appears  no  lefs  weighty  and  refpedable  than  that  oi  the  preceding 
gendration,  till  we  are  infenGbly  led  on  to  acGttle  our  own  incon- 
fiftency»  if  in  the  eighth  or  in  the  twelfth  century  we  deny  to  the 
venerable  Bede,  or  to  the  holy  Bernard,  the  fame  degree  of  oott» 
iidence  which  in  the  fecond  century  we  had  £0  liberally  granted  to 
Jufiin  or  to  Irenaeus       If  the  truth  of  any  c£  tbofe  miracles  is 
appreciated  by  their  apparent  ufe  and  propriety,  every  age  had  un- 
believers to  convince,  heretics  to  confute,  and  idolatrous  nations 
to  convert ;  and  fuflicient  motives  mli^ht  always  be  produced  to 
juftify  the  interpofition  of  Heaven.    And  yet  fince  every  friend  to 
revelation  is  perfuadcd  of  the  reality,  and  every  rcafonabic  man  is 
convinced  of  the  ccflaLion  of  miraculous  powers,  it  is  evident  that 
there  mull:  have  been  fame  period  in  which  they  were  either  lud- 
denly  or  gradually  withdrawn  from  the  Chriftian  church.  What- 
ever cera  is  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  the  death  of  the  apoftles,  the 
converfion  of  the  Roman  empire,  or  the  extindion  of  the  Ariau 
herefy       the  infenfibility  of  the  Chriflians  who  lived  at  that  time 
will  equally  a£ford  a  jult  matter  of  furprii'e.    They  ilili  fupported 
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tlietr  pfettafioiu  after  diej  lud  loft  thdr  power.   Credulity  per- 
ibnned  the  office  of  £uths  finaiidiBi  vns  permitted  to  aflame  the 
languid  of  iafpiratioDy  and  the  cflfefls  of  accideat  or  eootiiTance 
were  afcribed  to  fapematural  caufes.    The  recent  experience  of 
geouine  miracles  (hould  have  inilruded  the  Chriiltan  world  in  the 
ways  of  providence)  and  habituated  their  eye  (if  we  may  ufe  a 
Very  inadequate  expreffion)  to  the  ftyle  of  the  divine  artiil.  Should 
the  mod  {kilful  painter  of  modem  Italy  prefume  to  deoorate  hn 
feeble  imitations  with  the  name  of  Raphael  or  of  Corrcggio,  the  ior* 
folent  fraud  would  be  foon  difcovered  and  indignantly  rejeiSed. 
UfeofUie        Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  miracles  of  the 
primitive  church  fince  the  time  of  the  apoflles,  this  unrefifting  foft- 
ncfs  of  temper,  fo  confpicuous  among  the  believers  of  the  fccond 
and  third  centuries,  proved  of  fome  accidental  benefit  to  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  religion.    In  modern  times,  a  latent  and  even  involuntary 
fcepticifm  adheres  to  the  moft  pious  dirpofitions.    Their  admiflion 
of  fupernatural  truths,  is  much  lefs  an  adive  confent  than  a  cold 
and  pallivc  acquicfccnce.    Accuftomed  long  fince  to  obfcrve  and  to 
refpedt  the  invariable  order  of  Nature,  our  reafon,  or  at  leaft  our 
imagination,  is  not  fufficiently  prepared  to  fuflain  the  vifible  adion 
of  the  Deity.    But  in  the  firft  ages  of  Chriftianity,  the  fituation  of 
mankind  was  extremely  diflPerent.    The  mofl:  curious,  or  the  moft 
credulous,  among  the  pagans,  were  often  periuadcd  to  enter  into  a 
fociety,  which  aiTerted  an  adual  daim  of  miraculous  powers.  Tlie 
primitive  Chriftians  perpetually  trod  on  myftic  ground,  and  their 
mindt  were  exerdfed  hy  the  habits  of  believing  the  moft  extraor- 
dinary events.    They  felt,  or  they  fancwd,  that  on  every  fide  they 
were  inceflantly  aflaulted  by  daemons,  comforted  by  vifions,  in- 
ftruOed  by  prophecy,  and    furprifingly  delivered  from  dan- 
f^r,  ficknefs,  and  from  death  itfclf,  by  the  fupplications  of  the 
chiirdi.   The  real  or  imaginary  prodigies,  of  which  they  fo  fre- 
^ttently  coaoeived  theoifdves  to  be  the  dtgeds,  the  inftruments, 
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or  the  fpedatocs,  very  happily  difpofed  them  to  adopt  with  the  fame 
eale»  but  with  fax  greater  juftice,  the  authrniic  wnndcrs  of  the 
CTaogelic  hiftory ;  and  thus  miracles  that  exceeded  not  the  mcafure  of 
their  own  experieace,  inlpired  them  with  the  mofl  lively  adurance  of 
myfteries  which  were  acknowled^^  to  furpafs  the  limits  of  their 
underftanding.  It  is  this  deep  imprdCon  of  fupernatural  truths, 
which  has  been  fo  much  celebrated  under  the  name  of  faith ;  a 
ftate  of  mind  defcribed  as  the  fureft  pledge  of  the  divine  favour 
and  of  future  felicity,  and  recommended  as  the  firfl  or  perhaps  the 
only  merit  of  a  Chriliian.  According  to  the  more  rigid  do(!^or8^ 
the  mor^l  virtues,  which  may  be  equally  pradifed  by  infidels,  are 
Ueftitutc  of  any  value  or  efficacy  in  the  work  of  our  junification. 

IV.  Bat  the  primitive  Chrillian  demonftratcd  his  faith  by  his  T"" 

FOURTH 

virtues;  and  it  was  very  julliy  fuppofcd  that  the  divine  pcrfuafion  caus«. 
which  enlightened  or  fubdued  the  underftanding,  muft,  at  the  fame  fir'achjif. 
time,  purify  the  heart  aad  dlred  the  a^ons  of  the  believer.  The 
firft  apologiftf  of-Ghriftianity  who  jufiify  the  aonooence  of  their 
licedirent  and  the  writers  of  a  Utter  period  who  cdebrate  the  Ikadity 
of  their  anceftart«  difplay,  ia  the  moft  lively  colours*  the  refbnna> 
tioo  of  manners  which  waa  introduced  into  the  world  by  the 
pieadiing  of  the  gofpel.  Aa  it  is  nj  intention  to  remark  oalfi 
fuch  human  cauib  as  were  permitted  to  fteond  the  influence  df 
revelation,  I  ihall  flightly  mentitm  two  motives  which  mijgRt 
naturally  render  the  lives  of  the  primitive  Chriflians  much  purer 
and  more  anfiere  than  thofe  of  their  Bigan  contemporaries  or  theic 
degienerate  fucoeflbrs ;  repentance  for  their  paft  fins,  and  the  hndaUe 
defire  of  fupportiog  therepotatioa  of  die  Ibdety  in  which  they  were 


,  It  is  a  very  ancient  reproadh*  iuggefted  by  the  ignorance  or  the  BMb>or 
malice  of  infidelity,  that  the  Ohriftians  allured  into  their  party  the 
moft  atrodotts  criminals,  who,  as  foon  as  they  were  tondied  by  ^ 
lenle  of  remorie*  were  eafily  perfuadcd  to  walh  away*  in  the  watec 
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of  baptiftn,  the  guilt  of  their  pad  condua,  for  which  the  templet 
of  the  gods  rcfufcd  to  grant  them  any  expiation.  But  this  reproach, 
vrhcn  it  is  cleared  from  mifreprefentation,  contributes  as  much  to 
the  honour  as  it  did  to  the  incrcafc  of  the  church  The  friends 
of  Chriftianity  may  acknowledge  without  a  bhifh,  that  many  of 
ihc  onoll  eminent  faints  had  been  before  their  baptifm  the  moft 
abandoned  of  fmners.  Thofe  perfons,  who  in  the  world  had 
followed,  though  in  an  impcrfcd  manner,  the  didates  of  bene- 
•volence  and  propriety,  deiived  fuch  a  calm  fatisfadion  from  the 
opinion  of  their  own  reQitudc,  as  rendered  them  much  lefs  fuf- 
€eptiblc  of  the  fudden  emotions  of  fliame,  of  grief,  and  of  terrori 
which  have  given  birth  to  fo  many  wonderful  converfrons.  After 
the  example  of  iheir  Divine  Mafter,  the  miflionaries  of  the  gofpel 
addrefled  themfelves  to  men,  and  efpecialiy  to  women  oppreffed  by 
the  confcioufnefs,  and  very  often  by  the  effe<a8,  of  their  vices.  As 
they  emerged  from  fin  and  fuperftition  to  the  glorious  hope  of 
immortality,  they  rcfolved  to  devote  themfelves  to  a  life,  not  only 
of  virtue,  but  of  penitence.  The  dcfirc  of  perfection  became  the 
ruling  paflion  of  ilicir  foul ;  and,  it  is  well  known,  that  while  reafon 
embraces  a  cold  mediocrity,  our  paffions  hurry  us,  with  rapid 
violence,  over  the  fpace  which  lies  between  the  moft  oppofite 
extremes. 

Careofiheir  When  the  new  converts  had  been  enrolled  in  the  number  of  the 
««f4tttioi.  fjjthfu]^  and  were  admitted  to  the  facraments  of  the  church,  they 
found  themfelves  reftraincd  from  rclapfing  into  their  part  diforders 
by  another  confideration  of  a  Icfs  fpiritual,  but  of  a  very  innocent 
and  rcfpeftable  nature.  Any  particular  fjciety  that  has  departed 
from  the  great  botly  of  the  nation,  or  the  religion  to  which  it 
belonged,  immediately  becomes  the  object  of  univerfal  as  well  as 
invidious  obfervation.  In  proportion  to  the  fmallncfs  of  its  num- 
bers, the  character  of  the  fociety  may  be  affedcd  by  the  virtues 
and  vices  of  the  pexfons  who  compofe  ili  and  every  member  is  cn- 
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bcbaTKMliV  and  ortr  tliat  «f  him  hedhniM,  fincc^  ht  aiMft  «(pett 
to  incor  a  part  of  the  OOMMB  di%rae«,  he  nay  hope  to  enjoy 
•  Quae  of  the  common  reputatioB.  When  thie  Chtiftuns  of  K- 
thynia  were  brought  before  the  tribonal  of  die  yaaogct  Pliny,  they 
afiured  the  proMoliil*  ihat  hf  from  being  tagtgeA  ia  any  nnlawfnl 
canfpimry»  they  were  faai»d.by  a,  fokmn  ob^igatioo  to  abAain  fvom 
'  the  oQBmiffion  of  thofe  crtmet  which  diftarb  tke  prbrate  or  pitfatic 
peace  of  fodety,  froox  theft,  robbery»  adultery,  peQurj*  and  fraud'** 
Near  a  century  afterwards,  Tertullian,  with  an  honed  ptide,  coukl 
boaft,  that  very  few  Chriftiana  had  fuffered  by  the  hand  of  the 
excostiQaer  except  on  account  of  their  religion  Their  £^ious 
.Mvl  fequeftered  life,  aver  fie  to  the  gay  luxury  of  the  age,  inured  the«i 
to  chaftity,  temperance,  ceconomy,  and  all  the  fober  and  domeftic 
Ttrtuet.  As  the  greater  number  were  of  fomc  trade  or  profieflion, 
St  waa  incumbent  on  them,  by  die  ilri6leii  integrity  and  the  faired 
dealing,  to  remove  the  fii^icions  which  the  propbane  are  too  apt 
to  conceive  againd  the  appearances  of  fandity.  The  contempt 
of  the  world  ezerclfed  them  in  the  habits  of  humility,  mcckneis, 
and  patience.  The  more  they  were  perfecuted  the  more  clofely 
they  adhered  to  each  other.  Their  mutual  charity  and  unfufpcfting 
confidence  has  been  remarked  by  infidels»  and  waa  too  o6ea  dbukd 
by  perfidious  friends  **. 

It  is  a  very  honourable  circumfiance  for  the  morals  of  the  primi-  Morality  of 
tive  Chriftians,  that  even  their  faults,  or  rather  errors,  were  derived 
from  an  exccfs  of  virtue.  The  bifliops  and  doftors  of  the  church, 
whofc  evidence  attcfts,  and  whofe  authority  might  influence,  the 
profeffions,  the  principles,  and  even  the  pradice,  of  their  con- 
temporaries, had  dudied  the  fcripturee  with  leiu  llcill  than  devrt- 
tion,  and  ihcy  often  received,  in  the  mod  literal  fenfe,  thcfc  rigid 
precepts  of  Chrid  and  the  apodics,  to  which  the  prudence  of 
fucceeding  commeatfttors  has  applied  a  loofer  and  more  figurative 
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mode  of  interpretation.  Ambitious  to  exalt  tbe  perfedion  of  the 
gpfpel  above  the  wifdom  of  phUofophy,  the. zealous  fathers  hxn 
carried  the  duties  of  felf-mortification,  of  pbrity,  and  of  patience* 
to  a  height  which  it  is  fcarcely  pofilble  to  attain,  and  much  lefs 
to  prefeirTe,  in  our  prefiuit  fiatc  of  weaknefs  and  corruption.  A 
do&rine  fo  extraordinary  and  fo  fubllme  mufl:  inevitably  command 
the  veneration  of  the  people;  but  it  was  ill  calculated  to  obtain 
the  fuffragc  of  thofe  worldly  philofophcrs,  who,  in  the  condud  of 
this  tranfitory  life,  jcofkiiilt  the^Uogs  o£  nature  ai»d  the  .intereft  of 
ibciety  *^ 

humannt-"'^  There  are  two  very  natural  propenfitles  which  we  may  dif- 
tinguifh  in  the  moft  virtuous  and  liberal  difpofitions,  the  love  of 
pleafure  and  the  love  of  aif^ion.  If  the  former  is  refined  by  art  and 
learning,  improved  by  the  charms  of  focial  intercourfc,  and  cor-  • 
rented  by  a  juft  regard  to  ccconomy,  to  health,  and  to  reputation, 
it  is  produdive  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  happinefs  of  private  life* 
The  love  of  adion  is  a  principle  of  a  much  ftronger  and  more 
doubtful  nature.  It  often  leads  to  anger,  to  ambition,  and  to 
revenge  ;  but  when  it  is  guided  by  the  fenfe  of  propriety  and  bene- 
volence, it  becomes  the  parent  of  every  virtue  ;  and  if  thofc  virtues 
are  accompanied  with  equal  abilities,  a  family,  a  ftatc,  or  an 
empire,  may  be  indebted  for  their  fafety  and  profperity  to  the 
undaunted  courage  of  a  finglc  man.  To  the  love  of  pleafure  we 
may  therefore  afcribe  moft  of  the  agreeable,  to  the  love  of  adion 

.we.  Quy  attribute  mofi  of  the  ufeful  and  refpedablc,  qualifications^ 
The  chiiVtiT  im  whick  both  the  one  and  the  other  Ihould  be 
'  •.miitdaDdhftnnoiuled,  would  ften  to  cmiAitute  the  moft  pcrfeA 
idea  of  hunan  nature.    The  inibifible  and'loa^ve.dirpofitiooi 

.  whkh  ibould  be  foppofed  alUce  deftitike  of  both,  would  be  rejeOed 
by  the  comnoa  codent  of  mankind,  aa  utterly  incapable  of  pro- 
earing  any  happineft  ta  the  iadividHd,  or  any  pubKe  benefit  Do 

•  die  world*   But  it  wat  mt  in  tkir  world  that  the  primtttve 
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ChriftiaAS  wttt  ddiiotti  of  nuking  themfidm  eitiier  'tgreeible 

The  Mcfuifitton  of  knowledge,  the  exeKcUe'oT our  mlbn  or  fiiocf,  ^^(^^ 
and  the  cheerful 'flow  of  unguanlol  conTeriation,  maf  employ  condemn 
the  ktAire  >of  «'  Uberar  mmd.^  'They- were  xejeded  however  with  '"^ 
d>h(»Ten6et'6r  admitted  with  the  iitflioft  cautum,  by  the  leveri^  of' 
the  fttfaen,  who  de^fed  aH  .knowledge  that  wai  not  ufefbl  to  fid- 
Tation,  and  who  coafidered  aU  levity  of  diJbonrie  as  a  crimioal 
abale  of  the  gift  of  fpeech.  In  our  preient  ftate  of  adAenee»  the'' 
body  is  fo  inleparably  oorincded  with  the  foul*  that  it  feems  to 
fie  our  intereS'  to  tafte,  with  innocence  and  modemtioo,  the  enjoy- 
ments of  which  that  faithful  companion  is  fuiceptible.  Very 
different  was  the  reafoning  of  our  devout' |)redeceflbffs ;  'vaUiIy 
afpiring  to  imitate  the  perfeOion  of  angels*  they  difibinedt  or  thty 
afieOed  to  difdain*  every  eartidy  and  corporeal  delight  **.  Some 
of  our  ienfes  indeed  are  neeeflaiy  £ot  our  pf  e(ervation»  others  fiv 
'  our  fobfiftence,  and  odters  again  £6t  cm  infonnatian,  and  thns 
far  it  was  impoffibie  to  rejeft  the  uie  of  them.  The  firft  len&tian 
of  plcSsfure  was  marked  as  the  firft  moment  of  their  nbofe.  The 
nii£Beliogcab£date«for  Heaven  was  inftrodedy  not  ooty  to  refifr 
ibe  groiSer  alluremeAts  of  the'tafie  or  fmdiy  but  even  to<  fliut  his. 
Mrs  agunft  the  profiine  harttibny  of  founds,  and  to  view  with 
ibdiffierence  the  moft  finiilied  produdHoos  of  human  art ;  ^y 
apparelf'  ihagnificent  houfes,  and  elegant  furniture,  were  fuppofed 
fb  unite  the  double  guilt  of  pride  and  of  fenfuallty.   A  fimple 
tnd  mortifibd  appearance  was  more  fui table  to  the  Chriflian  who 
was  certain  of  lus  fins  and  doubtful  of  hU  ftdYition.   In  their 
^enfures  of  luxury,  die  fathers'  are  extremely  minute  and  cir- 
cumflantial      and  among'tiie  various  articles  whieh  mBciie  their 
pious  indignation,  we  may  enumerate  falfe  hair,  garments  of  any- 
colour  except  white,  inftrumentt  of  mufic,  vafes  of  gold  or  Giver, 
downy  pillows  (as  Jacob  repofed  hit  head  on  a  ilooe),  white  bread*' 
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fiifcriffi  wiMH  fuUic  (aJkimtiooK  the  ^  of  wmk  Im^  and  the 
pndke  of  ihaviog  die  beard,  which,  according  to  the  eypnAw. 
qf  TertiUiiilt  ••  •  lie  agftinft  our  own  facet,  and  an  impious 
MiKinH  ^  iBoprqin  |)m  wor2(8  of  the  Creator  When  ChriAiaoaty 
iatfodi^d  aroo^g  tl)e.  ri4l  and.  the  polite,  the  oblerratioa 
4f  ^Mff  6jllg4)kF  laws  was  left,  as  it  would  be  at  prefent,  to  the  fear, 
vil^  WCffV  M^l^iUouA  of  fuperior  ian^ity.  Bat  it  is  always  eafj  as 
ipfU  as  agr^Qjibla  jpr  i^ie  iiU^erlgr  nn^s  of  mankiad  to  claim  a 
iMfi^  ^oa»  the  ^a^pt  of  that  pooip  ai)d  pica^we,  which  &rtiine 
hi|s  placed  b«yond  their  reach*    The  «f  the  prinMllve 

ChfiAidn«»  Ukt  thAt  of  tbe  ^M^ft  RooMM  W  fiefuentlf 
guarded  by  povettf  aad  (goocaMf* 
CO.!''  .  The  chafte  feni^tjr  of  ih«  fath««,  in  whatever  related  to  the  com- 
Sljiiy"'  ""^''^^  the  two  ta^  flowed  from  the  fame  pri9<;ipk  i  their 
chattiijr.-  abhorrence  of  every  enjoyment,  which  might  gratify  the  ieofual^ 
aad  degrade  the  (jpiriti^al  nature  of  man.  It  was  their  fayouiitr 
apinion,  that  if  Adam  had  preferved  hii  olediMMie  to  titt  CraBlor» 
he  would  have  lived  and  died  in  a  (late  of  virgin  purity,  a«d  tha( 
fome  harmlefs  mode  of  vegetation  might  have  peopled  puadiSi, 
with  a  race  of  innocent  and  immortal  beings  The  ufe  of  mar* 
Mage  was  permitted  only  to  his  fallen  poAerityi  as  a  oeceflary  es* 
pedicnt  to  continue  the  human  fpecics,  and  ss  a  feftraint,  howevat 
impcrf'ed,  on  the  natural  licentioufqefs  of  defire.  The  hefitatioc^ 
of  the  orthodox  ctfuifts  on  this  intereftiog  fubjeG,  betrays  the  per- 
plexity of  men,  unwilling  to  approTC  an  inftitution,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  tolerate  ^,  The  enumeration  of  ihe  very  whimfical 
laws,  which  they  moft  circumftantiaJly  impofed  on  the  nurriage* 
bedi  would  Ibree  a  fmile  from  the  young  and  a  blufh  from  the 
iiur.  It  was  their  unanimous  fentiment,  that  a  6rll  marriage  was 
adequate  to  all  the  purpofcs  of  nature  and  of  foci'cty.  The  fenfual 
connexian  was  refined  into  a  rcfcmblance  of  the  myftic  union  of 
Chrift  with  his  Ghttvch»  Attd  was  proftQUAced  lo  be  indilToiubie 
5  either 
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eittcr  by  dWioise  or  fcf  dMik  He  fnAke  of  toni  oaplli]* 
mlmMwilhtkeiiniecf«1cgtladiilttr7;  lad tke  pofam who 
were  guilty  of-ib  fcindekim  offence  agHoft  Chriiiae  purilf«: 
WCM  fina  OEcIiiM  fioottii>'tiMn»ii,  aodcina  &an  the  don*  of 
tlM  cftwek  :  jSaee  Mm  tne  iipitfedtei  &  ohm*  end  aamge! 
waelokntedet  e^aisa^  it  weekMidMeetirith  ttete  prindfke 
toconfider  a  Aetoef  celiliecf  ee theaeafefteppmcliie  diellinBe 
yttfpfliiffn.'  Ic  was^wtth  die  xOnoSk  diffieetty  ilMr  eneieat  Home 
GoaU  Ibneetiiiie  Mtttntifan  of  fix  mSbh^t  tut  llie  ptiniiiw 
dundi'W.fiHcdi  viA  e  gint  otualicr  of  ^oiifM  «if.ciibw'iac,  wfao 
liMldevoaal  dMnodchpe8  todKp»6ii«^  A 
6v  of  tihde»anMQg«rfMMnweflM7iaekm  the  leaned Or|gea»jolgeA 
ii  nuA  pcu^ot  toidifitim  the  teeipaer  ^,  Somt  itoe  iafiiifdie 
aodibaiewoeiAviiMibleaeamftttie^flnhioflliei^  PiMaaaSng 
aa  ignOMiniMn  ffighi,  liM  viigiM  of  the  m  cKaiiaM  cf  ilfiiee 
OKOQiitCftd  tlie  eny  in  thedeftft  engaBBBo^ » li^  Vtaoim^ 
^rklb  ai^  doMOM  to  ilwre  ifaek  bed»  and  glbned  ami 
Sa  dieir  uoAdlied  poriljr.  M  arfidcadlbtiiKtecdiaeatuadkac 
h«  nghiB,  aad  M  new  ^ecka  of  OMtyidooi  Icmd  only  •»  ia^ 
ttoduee  a  ngw  ftandal  Into  the  cbafidi  **•  Anoog  the  GhriHiaii 
afeedta,  liowcter^  (a  oame  mtadk  ihef  tooo.  acquirad  fioaa  thd^ 
fvixM  tsKmSSt)  ttasTt  at  the7^rere  leA  pttfumptueu*,  weie  pre- 
haUy  inoie  ^oecefiftd.  The  of  laiiiial''  'idealtoe  was  fuppUe^ 
and  cen^oiated  Ij  ^piritnai  pdde.  Even  Ae  muhitade  of  Pagana 
were  indined  to  cfUmate  the  merit  of  the  fioifioe  Ij  ita  appaient 
dttcnlty;  and  it  was  in  the  pnlfeof  theie  chafte  ^nlea  of  Chrift 
Aat  ^  Mnrft  haTe '  pomed'  Ibrth  -Uie  treiihied  ftream  of  tfadt 
doqnence*^.  Such  axe  the  earij-'  tratta  cf  mbniftie-  prindplet  and 
hiAitatioM',  idudH  in  a' lobfiiqiieBt  age^  have  ceimtecbdanced  «M 
Ae'tempoKal  adrantages  of  GhtilGamt]F*w 

Tl»e  itJht^ans  weienot  'M  ihrerfe  lodie  infineft  -Aan  to  the  Their  arer. 
pt^nm'  of  tSdf  ivbriiL '  Tlie  Mntce'of  oor  peffint  aad  ptoperty  boLdTs  of 


they 
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tliey  knew  not  hiw  to  xeeoncile'widi  Ae-patiait  doQiioe  '^vhich; 
enjoincd  an  iinlitniied-.fbrgiveneft  of  paft'in^nriet,*  anidibbinnuuMled' 
them  to  innie  iStx  r^etttion  of  freflt  infUtft;  "Thdr  fimplici^  mt 
offended  hf  the  ufe  of  .oatlist.  by  tlie^pomp  ofl  magifincy*  and  by 
ibe  adive  coatentton  of  poblfe  U&i  nor  coblA  ibreic  biftnane  -^nCH 
lanoe  be  ooffivinetfi,.'diBt!ac  waatlawfiilTOiL  wafj^  iwcafton  'to  ibed- 
the  blood  of  our  feUows-creatureai^  ekber  by  the  fwotd  of  jafHoet  JOt: 
by  that  of  watt  evett>  though  thdr  crimuul  dt.  hoftUe  atlien^mc 
Ihould  thrcattn  tberpeaoe  and  fiifety  .of  the'iAele  coaummi^' 
It  was  acknowledged,  that»  under  a  left  perftft  UtWt  the  -^mnn* 
of  the  JewiQi  conftitution  had  been  exerdfed,  with  the  approbation' 
of  Heaven,  by  infpircd  prophets  and  by  anointed  longs*'  The 
Chridians  felt  and  confefSed,  that  fuch  inftitutions  might  be  hc> 
ceflary  for  the  prefent  fyftem  of  the  worid»  and  they  cheerfully 
filbmitted  to  the  authority  of  their  Pagan  governors. '  But  while, 
tfaqr  inculcated  the  maxims  of  pafllve  obedience,  they  refufed  to- 
tafceany  a6liTe  part  in  the  civil  ^dminilbation  or  the  military  defence- 
c£  the  empire.   Some  indulgence  might  perhaps  be  allowed  to  thofe 
perfons  who,  before  thdr  converfion,  were  aLready  ctigaged  in  fuch 
violent  and  fanguinary  occupations    ;  but  it  was  impoffible  that 
the  Chridians,  without  renouncing  a  more  facred  duty,  could 
a^ume  the  charadcr  of  foldiers,  of  magiftrates,  or  of  princes 
This  indolent,  or  even  criminal,  difregard  to  the  public  welfare,' 
cxpofed  ihem  to  the  contempt  and  reproaches  of  the  Pagans,  who 
very  frequently  afked,  wliat  mud  be  the  fate  of  the  empire,  attacked 
on  every  fide  by  the  barbarians,  if  all  maakiad  ftiould  adopt  the, 
pufillanimous  fentimcnts  of  the  new  fedt     ?    To  this  infulting 
queftion  the  Chriftian  apologifls  returned  obfcure  and  ambiguous, 
anfwcrs,  as  they  were  unwilling  to  reveal  the  fecret  caufc  of  their 
fecurity;  the  expedation  that,  before  the  convcrljon  of  mankind  wa» 
accomplifhed,  war,  government,  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  world 
afelf,  would  be  no  more.    It  may  be  obfervod,  that  in  this  indance 

likcwife, 
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rngtmib,  tholfitiiatioa  of  the  Jrft  Ghiiftiiiiti  •0SAcided/vei7  happilj 
rmth  their  religious  .(crbple«,(  «iid.  that  their  averfion  to  an  adiTe 
4«£s  .Mbtifibuted  mher  td  .^icafilevtllfm  ffcm  the  fcrviqe,  than  to 
.excluded  them  from  the  ItanoiifB,  . of 'ijbis'ftate  and  amy.  ' 
.  V.  But  the  human  cbarader,  however  it  may  be  csalced  rhenrtu 
or  dq^fled.by  a  temporary  enthufiafm,  will  return  by  degifees  to  TheChrir. 
its  proper  and  natutadJ^cUand  will  regime  thofe  paiEons  that  feem 
(Ihe  jnoft  adapted  to  its  prefisnt  conditioilt'i  The  primitive  Chriftians  of  *hc 
were  dead  to  the  bufinefs  and  pleafiires  of  the  wmld;  but  their 
love  of  adioD,  which  could, neyer  be  eotitely  cxtinguiihed,  foon 
Kvived,  and  fopnd  a  new .  occupation  in  the  gofernment  of  the 
jchUFcbw  A  feparate  fociety,  which  attficked  the  eftablifhed  religion 
-of  the  empire,  was  obliged  to  adopt  fpote  form  of  internal  policy, 
and  to  appoint  a  fu01dei\t.  nunjber  of  miniftexs,  intrufted  not  only 
,with  the  rpiritual  fundions,  but  even  with  the  temporal  diredioa 
of  the  Chriftian  coramonwcalUi,  The  fafety  of  that  focicty,  its 
honour,  its  aggraijidifement,  were  prpdudive,  even  in  the  moft 
pious  minds,  of  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  fuch  as  the  firft  of  the 
Romans  had  felt  for  the  republic,  and  fometimes,  of  a  fimilar 
indifference,  in  the  ufe  of  whatever  means  jnight  probably  conduce 
to  fo  defirable  an  end.  The  ambition  of  railing  ihcmfclvcs  or  their 
friends  to  the  honours  and  offices  of  the  church,  was  difguifed  by 
the  laudable  intention  of  devoting  to  the  public  benefit,  the  power 
and  coafuleration,  which,  for  tliat  purpofe  only,  it  became  their 
duty  to  foliclt.  In  the  exercife  of  their  fuinilions,  they  were  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  detect  the  errors  of  hercfy,  or  the  arts  <rf* 
fadion,  to  oppofe  the  dcfigns  of  perfidious  brethren,  to  liigmatizc 
their  charailers  with  dcfervcd  infamy,  and  to  expel  them  from  the 
bofom  of  a  focieiy>  whoie  peace  and  happinefs  tlicy  had  attempted 
to  difturb.  The  fpiritual  guides  of  QuiRiauity  were  taught  to 
unite  the  wifdom  of  the  ferpent  with  tlie  innocence  of  the  dove;- 
hut  as  the  former  was  refined*  £>'  fhe  latoec  was  infeufibly  cor- 
:  .1  4  rupted. 
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fvpte^  }sf  the  habiif  of  govtnuncBt.  In  tkc  cfanrch  m  midla  in 
file  world,  the  pcdbos  who  were,  pbeed  in  maj  pvbfic  fletioii 
rendered  ffaemleivo  CMiiidanble  hf  theitf  eto^pMooe  and  fitBuiefi, 
by  their  knowledgd  of  ttonkiodf  and  h)f'«heir  desvsritf  in  ba&uA, 
and  while  they  ooneoiled  from  othen,  Md  peifaepe  fran  tfaem- 
lettM,  die  ieeret  moiiire  of  their  adiooi»  ihef  too.  ireqnendy 
feUpled  iiit»  «U  <be  tothttleftt  piffioM  «if  aaife  lift^  wUiihwm 
findored  wiUi  an-addliioiiat  degi«e  of  tiinerflete  «ld  qbftbi^  fiofli 
iaMion  of  refigioo^  ztel* 
iti  primUi^e  TThe  ^jofvfiiiucikt  of  tfie  clkiiNli  h^s  dfteb  bMn  tibe  fiihyeft  m 
i^^m  and  ^  ^  bftttttiieot  of  oMlefttimi.  Th«  Infttte  'dl^uima  of 
HoBie,  of  lMy'«f  Oxfetd|  ini  ofGelMfa,  htw  eidi  of  dM 
IbfOfiB  to  reduee  Uie  prhbhiveaiid  wfMlktmkMi  "^t  tb  the  ffTpee* 
live  Utadaid*  their  owA  poKcy*  The  itw  who  hm  parfiad 
ihia  Inquiry  with  iBore  candoor  and  imparttdityy  are  of  opinioa 
titac  the  apoRtee  deelhied  the  ofece  of  Iqgilfauioiii  anil  latfaef  chafe 
fo  cndote  (ortie  pardiit  ^eandak  «iid  di^ittbfN»  than  -lo  exdiiiie 
tht  CShriftuiM  of  a  Ivtitre  age  Iroai  'the^^heny  of  «Myiag  their 
fbrma  of  ecclefiafticil  goverament  according  to  die  diaoigei  of 
times  and  circtfmftances.  The  fcheme  of  policy,  Whiciif  itnder  their 
approliation,  wae  adopted  for  the  ufe  of  the  M  oemary,  may 
be  difcovcred  from  the  pra£tiee  of  jferu&lent,  of  Ephefas,  or  of 
Goiioth.  The  ibcieiice  which  were  inftitttted  in  the  cttia  of  the 
Rotoaa  empire^  were  united  only  by  the  ties  of  faith  and  charity. 
Independence  and  equality  formed  the  bafis  of  their  iaiftraal  eon* 
ftitution.  The  want  of  difeipKne  and  heman  learning  wat 
plied  by  the  occafional  afliftance  of  the  pnfbiti*'*^  who  were 
called  to  that  funOioa  without  diftinOion  of  agef  of  fex,  or  of 
laatural  abilities,  and  who,  as  often  as  they  felt  <b«  divine  impuiftv 
poured  forth  ibt  efl^ifioBS-of  the  fpirit  in  the  aflembly  of  the  faithfat 
But  thefe  extraordinary  gifrs  were  frequently  abafed  4T  ttAapplied 
by  the  prophetic  teachcn.  They  dii^piayed  them  at  an  Improper 
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taSun,  pi^fumptuoufly  difturbed  the  fervice  of  the  afiembly»  and 
hy  their  pride  or  niftaken  zeal  they  introduced*  particularly  into  the 
apoAoIic  cbnrch  of  Corinth,  a  loag  and  melancholy  train  of  dif* 
orders  Aa  die  inAittttbn  of  prophets  became  ufelefs,  and  even 
pernicious*  thdr  powers  were  withdrawn,  and  their  office  abdilhed. 
The  publie  fundbns  of  religion  wertf  folely  entrufted  to  the  efta- 
bliOied  miniflersof  the  churcht  the  biflkpt  and  tbcfr^ytert ;  tWo 
appdiationi  which*  in  their  firft  origin,  appear  to  have  diftinguiflied 
die  iame  office  and  the  fame  order  cf  perfons.  The  namt  d  Pref'r 
byter  was  expreffive  of  their  age,  or  rather  of  their  gnyity  and 
irifdom*  The  tide  of  Bifliop  denoted  their  infpefiion  over  the  ^ith 
and  manners  of  the  chriflians  who  were  committed  to  their  paftora^ 
care.  In.  proportion  to  the  rcfpedive  numbers  of  the  faithful,  a 
larger  cx  linaller  number  of  thele  epi/cefai  frefyters  guided  each 
infont  Congregation  with  equal  anthority,  ;uid  with  united 
couniels'*'* 

•  Bot  the  sioft  perfe^  equality  of  freedom  requires  thediteOing  ir  K  a  ionor 
hand  of  a  fnperior  magiftrate ;  and  the  order  of  public  deliberations  prefidenM  or 
fx)n  introduces  the  office  of  a  prefident  invefted  at  leaft  with  the 
authority  of  oolleding  die  ienUments,  and  of  executing  the  re- 
Iblutioas,  of  the  aflemUy.  A  regard  ibr  the  public  tranqnillity, 
which  would  fi>  frequently  have  been  interrupted  by  annual  or  by 
oocafional  eletiUons,  induced  the  primitive  chriftians  to  con(titute  an 
honourable  and  perpetual  magiftracy,  and  to  choofe  one  of  the  wifeft 
«nd  moft  holy  among  their  pre(byters  to  execute,  during  his  life,  the 
duties  of  their  ecdefiaftical  governor.  It  was  under  thcfe  circum^ 
fiances  that  the  l6fty  title  of  Biihop  began  to  raife  itfelf  above  the 
humble  appellation  of  preibyter ;  and  while  the  latter  remained  the 
moft  natural  diftm£Hon  for  the  members  of  every  chriflian  fenate, 
^  former  was  appropriated  to  the  dignity  of  iu  new  prefideat 
-The' advantages  of  this  epifcopal  form  of  government^  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  introduced  before  the  end  of  the  firft  century 
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as  the  prcfent  peace  of  Chriflianitj,  that  it  was  adopted  witiuiot 
delay  by  all  the  focietkt  which  W«r<  already  fcattcned  over  the  em- 
pire, had  acquired  in  t  very  early  period  the  iandion  of  anti- 
quity and  is  ftill  revered  by  the  moft  powerful  churches,  both 
ef  the  Eail  and  of  the  \Ve(\,  as  a  primitive  and  evea  at  a  divine 
cftablifhment  "°.  It  is  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  the  pious  and  hum- 
ble prcfbyters,  vrbo  were  firft  dignified  with  the  epifcopal  title,  could 
not  poffcfs,  and  would  probably  have  rejedled,  the  pox%'cr  and  pomp 
which  now  encircles  the  tiara  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  or  the  mitre 
of  a  German  prelate.  But  we  may  define,  in  a  few  words,  the 
narrow  limits  of  their  original  junfdiilion,  which  was  chielly  of  a 
fpiritual  but  in  fome  inftances  of  a  temporal  nature'".  It  con- 
fiftcd  in  the  adminvftration  of  the  facraments  and  dikipline  of  the 
church,  the  fupcrintendcncy  of  religious  ceremonies,  wliich  imper- 
ceptibly increafed  in  number  and  variety,  the  confecration  of  cccle- 
fiaftical  minilU-rs,  to  whom  the  bifhop  afllgned  their  refpedivc  func- 
tions, the  management  of  the  public  fund,  and  the  determination- 
of  all  fuch  differences  as  the  faithful  were  unwilling  to  expofe  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  an  idolatrous  judge.  1  hcfe  powers,  during  a 
fttort  period,  were  e>tercifed  according  to  the  advice  of  the  prefby- 
teral  college,  and  with  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  aifcmbly 
©f  Chriftians.  The  primitive  bilhops  were  confidered  only  as  the 
firft  of  their  equals,  and  the  honourable  fervants  of  a  f  ree  people. 
Whenever  the  epifix>pal  chair  became  vacant  by  death,  a  new  prefi- 
^nt  was  choTca  among  the  prefbyters  by  the  fufFrage  of  the  whole 
congregation,  every  member  of  which  fuppofed  himfelf  iaveiled 
With  ft  licted  iMl  fimtdotal  chanaet  "\ 
Fiovinctal  WM  ihit  ttild      tqod  MUfttetba  by  whach  the  Chriakna 

mttt  sovtmed  moie  dMn  ma  hnatdni  ytm  lAcr  the  4eah  of  the 
afttfflti.   Enry  Ibciety  fbnfitd  within  itfUf  «  feparate  and  mde- 
!l  aMl«llliM^h  thft  iMft  diftutt  of  Ihcfe  Utde  Aaftc* 
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maintained  a  mutual  as  well  as  friendly  intcrcoiirfc  of  letters  aud  • 
deputations,  the  chriftian  world  was  not  yet  conneded  by  any  fu- 
preme  authority  or  Icgiflativc  aflembly.    As  the  numbers  of  the 
faithful  were  gradually  multiplied,  they  difcovered  the  advantage* 
that  might  rcfult  from  a  clofcr  union  of  their  intereft  and  dcfigns. 
Towards  ihc  end  of  the  fecond  century,  the  churches  of  Greece 
and  Afia  adopted   the  uleful  inftltutions  of  provincial  fynods, 
and  they  may  juftly  be  fuppofcd  to  have  borrowed  the  model  of  a 
reprefentativc  council  from  the  celebrated  examples  of  their  own 
country,  the  Amphidyons,  the  Achaean  league,  or  the  affemblies  of 
the  Ionian  cities.    It  was  fgon  eftablilhed  as  a  cuftom  and  as  a  law, 
that  the  bifhops  of  the  independent  churches  Ihould  meet  in  the 
capital  of  the  proriiice  at  the  ftated  periods  of  fpring  and  autumn. 
Tbdr  deUbendons  were  aflifted  hy  the  advioe  of  a  few  diflinguUhed 
prefbyters,  and  moderated  by  the  prefenoe  of  a  Ufieoing  multi- 
tude       Their  decreet,  which  were  fiyled  Ganonsi  regulated  every 
important  coatromfy  of  £iith  and  difciplinc ;  and  it  was  natural 
tobdieve  that  a  liberal  effnfioa  o£  the  holy  fpirit  would  be  poured 
on  the  united  aflembly  of  the  delegates  of  the  cbriftian  people. 
The  inflitDtion  of  fynods  was  fo  well  foited  to  private  ambition  and  to 
public  intete^  that  in  the  ipaoe  of  a  few  years  it  was  received  through- 
out the  whole  empire.   A  regular  correfpondence  was  eflabliihed  Union  of  the 
between  the  provincial  coundls,  which  mutually  communicate^ 
and  approved  thdr  refpedKve  proceedings;  and  the  catholic  church 
loon  affumed  the  fiomif  and  acquired  die  ftrengtht  of  a  great  foede- 
lative  republic  "^ 

As  the  kgiflative  authority  of  the  particular  churches  was  infen-  Proi^refsof 
•  fibly  fupetfeded  by  the  ufe  of  coundls,  the  bifhops  obtained  bjr  *S^^ 
their  alliance  a  much  larger  (hare  of  executive  and  arbitrary  poNer  1 
eonneded  by'a  fenfe  of  thor  common  intereft,  they  were  enable^ 
to  attack*  with  united  vigour^  the  origiiud  rights  of  their  clergy 
and '  people.    The  prelates  of  the  third  century  imperceptibly 
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changed  the  language  of  exhortation  into  that  of  command,  fcattfired 
the  feeds  of  future  ufurpations,  and  fupplied  by  fcripturc  allegories 
and  declamatory  rhetoric,  their  deficiency  of  force  and  of  reafon. 
They  exalted  the  unity  and  power  of  the  church,  at  it  was  repre- 
fented  in  the  episcopal  office,  of  which  every  biihop  enjoyed 
an  equal  and  undivided  portion  Princes  and  magiftratea,  it  was 
often  repeated,  might  boad  an  earthly  claim  to  a  tranfitory  domi- 
nion. It  was  the  epifcopal  authority  alone  which  was  derived  from 
the  deity,  and  extended  itfelf  over  this  and  over  another  world. 
The  bilhops  were  the  vicegerents  of  Chrift,  the  fucceflbrs  of  the 
apoftles,  and  the  myftic  fubftitutes  of  the  high  priefl  of  the  Mofiiic 
kw.  Their  exclufivc  privilege  of  conferring  the  facerdotal  charac* 
tcr,  invaded  the  freedom  both  of  clerical  and  of  popular  eledions  j 
and  if,  in  the  adminidration  of  the  church,  they  ibtnetimes  con- 
fulted  the  judgment  of  the  preibytcrs,  or  the  inclination  of  the 
people,  they  inoft  carefully  inculcated  the  mCfit  <^,fiidi  ft  voluatuyt 
condeicenfion.  The  biCiop*  acknowledged  the  fopKae  audioritf 
wliich  refided  in-  the  aflemblf  of  thdr  bfetfiren }  but  in  Ihe  governs 
meat  of  hit  peculiar  diocele*  each  of  them  exaded  fnm  hit  Jbth 
the  fame  Implidt  obedienee  at  if  that  fiivonrite  metaphor  had  bees: 
literally  juft,  and  as  if  the  fhepherd  bad  been  of  a  more  exalted 
nature  than  that  of  bit  Iheep*".  This  obedience,  howeirer,  vnm 
not  impoied  without  fonie  eSbrta  on  one  iide,  and  Ibiae  refinance 
on  the  other.  The  deaoeratical  part  of  the  oooftituibA  was,  2a 
many  places,  ytxj  warmly  fupported  by  the  zealous  or  ioteteAsd 
oppofttion  c£  the  inferior  deigj.  But  their'patriotifm  received  die 
^nomioiout  epithets  of  fa£&on  and.(chifm(  and  the  cpiftqpil  caule- 
Wat  indebted  for  its  rapid  progrefr  to  the  labours  of  mucf  tuBd'n- 
prelateif  who,  like  Cyprian  of  Gurthage»  could  reconcile  the  arts  of 
the  moft  ambitious  fiatefmsn  with  the  chriftian  Tirtuts  wbiek  tttm 
adapted  to  the  cfaaraOerof  a  faint  and  martyr  "'. 
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Ifhtf  1VlAe«aai(»  vMs^M  firft  lud  doftroyed  the  cqiaUty  of  the  o/Th?!^ 
prcfbyters,  intfoduccd  among  the  bifliops  a  pre-eminence  of  rank»  |^"*^ 
and  from  thence  a  fuperiority  of  jurifdidion.    As  often  aa.  in  tbf 
•fpring  and  atutumoi  tbey.  inet.  in  ^vinciai  fynod,  the  difFerence^df 
•perfonal  merit  and  reputation  was  very  fen(iUy.iek-amoDg  the  mem^ 
hen  of  the  afliemblyt  and  the  muhitude  was  governed  by  the  wiif- 
<loin  and  eloquence  of  the  few.    But  the  order  of  public  proceed* 
4Qgs  required  a  more  regular  and  left,  invidious  di(lindion;..thc 
effioe  of  perpetual  peeftdents  in  the  councils  of  each  province,  was 
■Conferred  on  the.  biihops  of  the  principal  city,  and  thefe  afpiring 
prelates^  who  (bon  acquired  the  lofty  titles  of.  Metropolitans  ^M»d 
Primates,  fccretly  prepared  .themfclves  to  ufurp  over  their  epifcopal 
bcetbrea  the  iame-authoijay  which  the  biihops  had  fo  lately  aflfumed 
above  the  college  of  preibyiers       .  Nor  was  it  long,  before  an 
emulation  of  pre>eminence  and  power  prerailed  among  the  metro^ 
poUtains  themfelvesy.eadi  of  them- aflTeding  to  difplay,  in  the  moft 
pompoua  terms,  the  temporal  honours  and  advantages  of  the  city 
over  wbidi.  he  prefided ;  the  numbers  and  opulence  of  the  Chriftiansi 
who  v^ere  fubjedik  to.  their  paftoral  care ;  the  faints  and  martyrs 
who  had  arifen  among  them,  and  the  purity  with  which  they  pre-* 
ferved  the  tradition  of  the  faith,  as  it  had  been  tranfmittcd  through 
a  feries  of  orthodox  bifliops -from  the  apollle  or  the  apoflolic  dif-i 
riple*:  to  .whom  the  foundation  of  their  church  was  afcribed 
From' every  caufc  cither  of  a  civil  or  of  an  eccleliaftical  nature,  it 
was  eafy  to  forelee  that  Rome  muft  enjoy  the  refpe^l,  and  would 
foon  claim  the  obedience  of  the  provinces.    The  focicty  of  the  Ambhioaiif 
faithful  bore  a  juft  proportion  to  the  capital  of  the  empire;  and  ^diffiT"* 
the  Roman  church  was  the  greateft,  the  moft  numerous,  and,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Weft,  the  moft  ancient  of  all  the  Chriftian  eftablifli- 
menis,  many  of  which  had  received  their  religion  from  the  pious 
labours  of  her  miflionaries.    Inftead  of  o«r  apoftolic  founder,  the 
Utmod  boaft  of  Antiocb,  of  Ephefus,  or  of  Ck}riath,  the  baoka  of 
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the  Tyber  wm  fiippoM  foluhnltftdilnoiMibi 
and  mutTtdom  of  Ae  ficw  nhoft  <taiiWflit  ataoog  the 
»^  the  bitep*  «f  Robs  rtry  pnukndir  dstinedjtlie  UybeiiMmPt  of 
whadbcTor  pverog^tiTii  Mbc  attijibiiled  rditMi  Ut:  titt^^Mfan  or  to 
ike  offictof  SaiatFettt***.  TliftUaiops.of'Iti]7rMia  tfaepni- 
^iRtt,  were  di^poied  to  lUaw  iBeiii  a  priducy  of  ofder  and  tfbeiai> 
lioft  (fuch      tbeir  "mj  acounte  exprtflbb)  io'  the  ChhiAiaB  -ari*. 
ftdcocy But  the  powor  of  a  oMttuiek  VM  r^eOed  jpdth  ab^ 
inmioeb  and     afpiring  genUi  of  Boaae  jo^ptneafet  ftm 
natkmi  of  Afia  and  Afiiea,  n  meio  '«iiBOK«|B  'TCfiflibct  lo  her  f^ri* 
coKl  than  flie  hid  Armttly  done  ta^hrfr  temfonl  dominioo.  The 
patriode  QjpAnh  who  ruled  with  the  moft  .al]fidpti(  fmj  the  chorcih 
Of  Cvthage  and  Ihd  pcoiindal  iynodi>-  Of^oftd  with  idohicnnnnd 
fimeft  the  aoalMdoB  of  the  Roman  pcmiffv  aitfatty  oonaefiked  hk 
own  oadh  with  that  of  the  eaAern  hi&apf»  aid*  lifee  Hannibalt 
ibqght  out  new  attea  in  the  heart  of  Afia      If  thia  Pimic  war 
carried  on  'Wiidwuit  any  cffnfion  of  Uood»  itwaa  owing  omMi 
left  to  tiie  moderation  than  to  the'wealends  of  tfaeoontendii^  pra* 
iatea.  Invefivret  and  iesooBamonicRtiens  were  tIaSr '  only  weapoao  ( 
and  titefef  doring  the  progrela  of  tibe  whole  oooinverfyv  ^hj 
burled  agaioft  audi  other  with  equal  fiuy  and  deiotion.  The  hard 
neteffitf  of  cenforiog^either  a  popoi  or  a  iaiat  and  niadyr,  diMRs 
the  modern  catholka  whenever  Atj  ine  obliged  «o  niaie  the.  jm* 
iicidara  of  a  dtipnt^  in  wluch  the  eliampbna  of  id^iop  iodolged 
fiidi  paffions  aa  ieem  much  more  adapted  to  the  feoate  or  to  the 
eamp 

dclgV"**  '^^^  progrers  ef  the  eedefiadical  authority  gave  htrth  to  Ae  me- 
morable diftindtion  of  the  lail^  and  of  the  dagy,  wUch  had  been 
unknown  to  tlie  Gteela  and .  Romana  The  former  of  theft 
appdlationa  comprehended  the  body  of  the  Ghiifiian  people ;  Ae 
latter*  according  to  the  figniHcation  of  the  word,  was  appropriated 
to  Ae  chofcQ  portion  that  had  been  let  apart  for  Ae  ferrice  of 
2  religion; 
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reUgion  ;  a  celebrated  ord.r  of  men  which  his  fufniftied  the  moft  im- 
portant, though  not  always  the  moik  cdilying  fubjetSb,  for  modern 
hiftory.  Their  mutual  hoftilidcs  fonactimes  difturbed  Ihe  peace  of 
the  infant  church,  but  their  zeal  and  activity  were  united  in  the 
common  caufc,  and  the  love  of  power,  which  (under  the  moft  artful 
difgulfes)  could  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  breafta  of  biihops  and  mar* 
tyrs,  animated  tbcra  to  increafe  the  number  of  their  fubje<!]ts,  and 
to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  ChriiVian  empire.  They  were  de(licuC4 
of  any  temporal  force,  and  tJiey  were  for  a  long  time  dilcouriged 
and  opprciTcd,  rather  than  afllftcd,  by  the  civil  magiftrate  ;  but  they 
had  acquired,  and  tliey  employed  withio  their  own  focicty,  the  two 
moft  e£Bca€tou$  inftruments  of  government,  rewards  aiwl  punifti- 
ments ;  the  former  derived  from  the  pious  liber^lityi  th^  Utter  froo 
the  devout  at>prebea(iont  of  the  faithful.  - 

L  The  commuiilty  of  goods*  which  bad  fi>  agrceiibly  anttfed  the  OUitfoMnd 
imagtitttivil  oC?l«to''^  and  which:  Aibfiiled  io  i«me  degree  amoog  chnich. 
t^.anflere  teSbct  AciEfinikDi  '*!,  ;te  adopted  £>c  a  dioit  ^me  w 
ibrprkdithejdinivli. .  •I^fprwliriaf  .tlrt  fiift  jiiofelyttt  fktmfUd 
thefai  to  fell  tiMfe  imrUly  pofifliOM*  wUch  they  delpifed»  to  Uf 
dke  pnot  of  Jthca  at  tfae  fbct'of  the  aptiftlct*  and  to  content  lAtm*- 
fehrei  vitH  msivuig  an  equal  imt  dot  of  ths  gdiend  diftribotiaa 
Hie  progr«6  of  thfi'Ghci^inreligii»\telawd»  and  gmdfiaIl7.a]R»*> 
liihed  tUs  iiefMMdus  inftksiioQ^'  >»hkh,  io  luiod^  kfii  ^puM  than  -tboft 
of  idle  afoAksh  mNikl  too  Ibon  havf  ^een  obrfuptoi  Mid  aImM 
ibo  liitimiTig  &UilHi«f^  c£  bmiuui  Ottinef  aB^  llie««Mi«8rtt  adio 
<Mfccaced  the -new  tdigibft'vMgs  permiffsft  to  trtnlA  ihe  poflUBoia 
•f  ihe'u:  patrimony*  lo.  'nieoiiio  licgwlM  tad  iflbkltflweiy  atail-  (6^ 
iactoifeibRv  feparale  property  by  aitdtt  laiw&l  ttoana  of  tradt  iatf 
jnaatfryij  'lafioad  ^jf-aa  abTokite  '(ocriice*  «  medetate  propovtkit 
ma  accepted kf     miniQtiei  o^itlie  goTpelf      itt  ihttr-weeUf  dr 
iacniUir  vibibliM^tfctfythiilfiwiV  Mtotditig  to^ilie«tigency  o0ilie 
jwcailoBf  ipi  Jifat  MiMtB  df  3tiit.wdA-«ad  ^icty,  preittMM  til. 
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voluntary  offering  for  the  life  of  the  corrimon  fund'*'.  Nothing, 
however  inconfiderable,  was  rcfufcd ;  but  it  was  diligently  incul- 
cated, that  in  the  article  of  Tythes,  the  Mofaic  law  was  ftill  of  di- 
vine obligation,  and  that  fince  the  Jews,  under  ia  icfs  perfed  difci?- 
pline,  had  been  commanded  to  pay  a  tenth  part  of  all  that  thcjr 
pofleiled,  it  would  become  thedifciplesof  iCHirift.to^illinguinitheiil- 
felves  by  a  fuperior  degree  of  liberality  "%  and  to  acquire  fome  merit 
by  refigning  a  fuperflaoiii  tiesfure,  which  muft  fo  fiwa  be  fuii^« 
hilated  with  the  «n»U  itTdf k  ii  idmoft  nnneoeffioy  toxiUervei 
llutthe'Tmiitieof  eadi  puticukur  church,  whidi  waa  of  fo  tracer- 
fan  and  flu^iiating  a  tiatucei  mu&  have  vari^  'with  the  poverty  oc 
ihe  opulence  of  the  fUthlnlt  asiheyvrcredifperledinoblatrevUlagest 
or  oolleQecl  in  the  great  dties'  of  the  empire.  In  the  time  of  the  ero^ 
perorDecitu,  it  was  the  opinion  <tf  the  miagiftfatet  that  the'Ghriflianf 
of  Rome  were  pc^Eefled    very  coafidecaUe  weahh;  ihat  veflfek  of 
gold  and  iiWer  were  vfed  in  their  id^ioat  worlfaxpt  and  that  many 
oiDoog  Iheir  profidytea  had  ibid  .their  lands  and  houlei  to  iocreafe 
the  paUic  Aches  of  the  led,'  at*  die  espence,  indeed^  of  their  un- 
jortnnate  .  diildren«  who  Ibimd  themfelve'  ■beggarst  becanie  their 
parents  had  been  iunta        We  flmidd  'Men  with  diftruft  to 
jthe  fiiipiciona  of  fiiangers  and  eQemle»:;.an  tfais  ocBaCon,  how- 
ever, they  receive  a  very  fpccious  and  pnbable  colour  from  the 
two  following  circumftancea;  th6  'only  onei'  that  have  reached  our 
lenowledge,  which  define  an^  precife  fums,  or  convey  any  dilUnft 
odea.    Almoft  at  the  fame  period,  th^^  hiihop  of  Carthage,  from  a 
fociety  lefs  opulent  than  that  of  Rome,  colleded  an  hundred  thou* 
•iand  fefterces  (above  eight  hundred  and  tifty  pounds  Aerling)  on  a 
fudden  call  of  charity  to  redeem  the  brethren  of  Numidia,  who  bad 
ibeen  carried  away  captives  by  the  barbarians  of  the  dcf«l"?» 
^bout  an  hundred  yeara  before  the  reign  of  Deciua,  the  Romaa 
•church  had  received,  in  a  finglc  donation,  the  fum  df  two  hundred 
)thoiiiaad  fefterces  from  a  Araoger  of  .Pontus.  wh^ifUBOpoi^  to  fix 
'6  hit 
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his  iefidcnce  in  the  capital  Thefc  oblations,  for  the  moft 
part,  were  made  in  money ;  nor  was  the  fociety  of  Chriilians  cither 
dcfirous  or  capable  of  acquiring,  to  any  conQderable  degree,  the 
incumbrance  of  a  landed  property.  It  bad  been  provided  hj  federal 
lawi,  which  were.coaded  -with  the  lame  defign  as  our  ftatuies  of 
mortmains  that  no  real  eflates  ihonld  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  any 
corporate  body,  widiont  either  a  special  privilege  or  a  particular 
difpenlation  from  the  emperor  or  from  the  fenate  who  were 
ieldom  difpofed  to  grant  them  in  favour  of  a  fe^  at  firft  the  objed 
of  their  -  oontemptt  and  at  laft  of  their  feart  and  jealoufy.  A 
tranlkdion  however  is  related  under  the  rdgn  of  Alexander  Severus* 
which  difcovers  that  the  reftraint  was  fometimes  duded  or  fuT- 
pendedy  and  that  the  Cihriftians  were  permitted  to  claim  and  to 
poflefs  a  piece  of  ground  witlun  the  limits  of  Rome  it&lf  The 
progrefs  d  Chriftianity,  and  the  civil  confiifiims  of  the  empire* 
contributed  to  telax  the  ieverity  of  the  laws,  and  before  the  dole 
of  the  third  century  many  confiderable  edates  were  beAowed  on  the 
opulent  churches  of  Rome,  Milan,  Carthage,  Antiochi  Alexandria* 
and  the  other  great  dties  of  Italy  and  the  provinces. 

The  biihop  was  the  natural  ftcward  of  the  church ;  the  public  Diiribatiw 
Aock  was  entrufied  to  his  care  without  account  or  controul:  the 

'  VCVCDQTi 

prefbyters  were  cotiHiicd  to  their  fpiritual  fundions,  and  the  more 
dependent  order  of  deacons  wa$  folely  employed  in  the  manage- 
ment and  diftribution  of  the  ecclefiaftical  revenue  If  we  may 
give  credit  to  the  vehement  declamations  of  Cyprian,  there  were 
too  many  among  his  African  brethren,  who,  in  the  execution  of 
•tbdr  charge,  violated  every  precept,  not  only  of  evangelic  perfedion, 
but  even  of  moral  virtue.  By  fome  of  thefe  unfaithful  ftewaids 
the  riches  of  the  church  were  lavlfhcd  in  fcnfual  pleafures,  by  others 
they  were  perverted  to  the  purpol'es  of  private  gain,  of  fraudulent  ! 
purchafcs,  and  of  rapacious  ufury  But  as  long  as  the  contri- 
""butions  of  the  Chriftian  people  were  free<aad  uacoodraiQed,  the 
Vol.  L     •  .  S  f  f       .  abufc 
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MhoA  id  dicir  eonfid^noe  wtUd  not'  be  ^ery  -finqueot,  aad  Ae 
genenl  afts  to  whidi  tfacir  liiienditj  applied,  zefieSfld  boaoat: 
oa  the  re£giot» .iiodet^  A  decent  portkn.ivM  idemd  fiir  the 
mtntaiiiaoce  of  the  failhop  and  hU  ciogy;  a  ibfickat  fiuii  m 
allotted  for  the  cxpeneea  of  the  pabttc  irorlhip,  of  which  the  ftafta 
of  kve^  the  0gaf€,  at  thej  were  called,  oenflitnted  «  mrj  pleafing 
aadeflentia!  part.  The  v^^ble  itmatoder  was  this  laoed  patrimony 
of  the  poor.  According  to  the  diferetion  of  the  bifhop,  it  was  dif- 
cribttied  to  fupport  widows,  and  orphans,  the  lame,  the  fich»  and 
Ae  aged  of  the  community ;  to  comfort  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  and 
to  alkmte  die  misforuines  of  prifoners  and  captives,  more  efpedally « 
when  their  foffSerii^  had  been  oocafioned  by  their  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  cauie  of  religion A  generous  intercourle  of  charity 
umted  the  moft  diftant  provinces,  and  the  itnaller  congregations- 
were  dieexfully  aflUled  by  the  alms  of  their  more  opulent  bie* 
thren  Such  an  inftitutbu,  which  paid  left  regard  to  the  merit 
than  to  the  diftreft  of  the  objed,  yery  materially  conduced  to  the 
progrefs  of  CSirifiiantty.  The  Pagans,  who  were  aduated  by  a  lenfe 
of  humamty,  while  they  derided  the  dodrines,  adaowledged  die^ 
henevolcnce  of  the  new  fc£l  '*'.  The  profpe£l  of  immediate'  relief 
and  of  future  protedioa  allured  into  its  hofpitable  bofom  many^ 
of  thofc  unhappy  perfons  whom  the  negkd  of  the  world  would 
have  abandoDed  to  the  miferies  of  want,  of  ficknefs,  and  of  old 
age.  There  is  fome  realbn  likewijle  to  believe,  that  great  num- 
bers of  infants,  who,  according  to  the  inhuman  pra^Hce  of  the 
times,  had  been  expo&d  by  their  parents,  were  frequently  refcucd 
from  death,  baprifcd,  educated,  and  maintained  by  the  piety  of 
the  Chriftians,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  public  trcafure  '**. 
^jggggggng^  1^-  1*  is  the  undoubted  right  of  every  fociety  to  exclude  from- 
oiioB.  its  communion  and  benefits,  fuch  among  its  members  as  rejecfl  or 
violate  thofc  regulations  which  have  been  eftablifhed  by  general  con- 
fent.    In  the  exercife  of  thift.  power,  the  cenfures  of  the  ChrifHaa 
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duireh  wete  chieflf  direded  agaiaft  fawidatoui  fiiiiMn»  and  par* 
fStok  who  wan  gnUtf  of  awdar»  of  lbiid»  or  of  ianof- 
tbeaec^  aK"*^  •utlKVS  or  the  foUowert  of  any  hcrctkal 
•ofiaioQi  which  had  ban  ooodcaaned  hf  the  jB4KBMst  of  the 
cptAopal  oider«  and  agaioft  thofe  wahtppy  petlbm  wIn^  whetfaar 
fiomchoiae  or  finmtoiBpiiUiiWthaidpolktadthcnUidvoaafitfti^ 
Uptiim  by  «it^  a^  of  Uobtroiift  wodhip*  The  ^ooftywauBea  af 
eioDBMBuaicatioo  were  of  a  tettpoMl«aiadlat  o  %kitiMl  osnict. 
Tke  Qirtftian  againft  whooa  it  vaa  pronounced,  waa  dcfciv^  of 
oay  part  in  the  obhutoos  of  the  [faithful.  The  ties  both  of 
fdif^om  and  of  private  friendfliq»  were  difTdved :  he  fouod  himiielf 
A  pRi|iluDe  objedl  of  ahhorrcnce  to  the  peribna  whom  he  the  moft 
Tflitmrfi  or  by  whom  he  hod  been  the  moft  tenderly  beloved;  and 
in  &r  as  an  expoUk)n  from  a  re%o6Uble  foclety  could  impriat 
on  hi«  charaQer  a  mark  of  dlfgtace,  he  was  (hunned  or  fufpeded 
by  the  generality  of  mankind.  The  fituation  of  theie  unfortunate 
exiles  was  in  itfelf  very  painful  and  melancholy  ;  but,  as  it  ufually 
happens,  their  apprehcnfions  far  exceeded  their  fuffcrings.  The 
benefits  of  the  Chriftian  communion  were  thofe  of  eternal  life,  nor 
could  they  erafe  from  their  minds  the  awful  opinion,  that  to  thofe 
ecclefiaftical  governors  by  vphom  they  were  condemned,  the  Deity 
•had  committed  the  keys  of  Hell  and  of  Paradife.  The  heretics 
indeed,  who  might  be  lupported  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  tbdx  in- 
tentions, and  by  the  flattering  hope  that  they  alone  had  difcovcrcd 
the  true  path  of  falvwdon,  endeovonred  lo  regain*  in  their  feparats 
aflemblics,  thofe  comfiirts,  tempoaal  aa  Will  aa  i^ntual,  which  they 
no  longer  darivaft  pom  the  gieat  Coatitf  of  Chnfliaai,  But 
ohaoft  an  tfiofe  wio  bad  sefaitetljr  yielded  lo  the  power  of  yke 
^  adoktry  were  ianfihfe  of  ihaic  ftUen  conditioo,  «|d  aajoaofly 
liifiiMa  of  heng  acttoiea  to  the  beoefita  of  the  Qwtfliaii  cooi* 
«iiiDioa> 
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Wltfa  rtgtrd  U>  die  treatment  of -tWe- penitents  two  oppoftte 
•innions,  tlie  one  of  jufttcei  the  odier  of  mercyj  divided  the  primitive 
eharch.  The  more  rigid  and  inflexible  cafuifts-  refbied  them  for  . 
ever,  and  wtdiout  exception,  the  meaneft  place  in  the  holy  eamr 
munitj,  vrhich  they  had  di%raced  or  defertedt  and  leavii^  them  l» 
the  xenuxrie  <^  a  guilty  conlcience,  indulged  them  only  with  a  fiunt 
ray  of  hope»  that  the  contrition  of  their  life  and  d^th  miglit 
poffibly  be  accepted  1^  the  Supreme  Bong  '***  A  milder  fendment 
was  embraced  in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory,  by  the  poreft  and 
noft  refpe^kable  of  the  ChriAian  churches The  gates  of  rep 
conciliation  and  of  Heaven  were  feldom  (hut  agaiaft  the  returning 
penitent ;  but  a  fevere  aii4  fi>lcma  form  of  difcipline  was  ioftituted* 
which,  while  it  ferved  to  expiate  his  crime,  might  powerfully 
VnMicB^  deter  the  fpe^tors  from  the  imitation  of  his  example.  Humbled 
by  a  public  confefliont  emaciated  by  facing,  and  clothed  in  (ack* 
'ctoth,  the  penitent  lay  proftrate  at  the  door  of  the  aflembly,  im- 
ploring with  tears  the  pardon  of  his  offences*  and  loliciting  the 
prayers  of  the  faithful  '*^  If  the  fault  was  of  a  very  heinous  nature, 
whole  years  of  penance  were  eftecmcd  an  inadequate  fatisfad;ion  to 
the  Divine  Jufticc  ;  and  it  was  always,  by  flow  and  painful  gra- 
dations that  the  finner,  the  heretic,  or  the  apoftate,  was  re-ad- 
mitted into  the  bofom  of  the  church.  A  fentence  of  perpetual  ex- 
communication was,  however,  referved  for  fome  crimes  ,  of  an 
extraordinary  magnitude,  and  particularly  for  the  incxxiufable  re- 
lapfes  of  thofc  penitents  who  had  already  experienced  and  abufed 
the  clemency  of  their  e^fiaftiqal  fuperiors.  Aooosding.  to.,  the 
drcumftances  or  Ae  number-  of  the  guilty,  the  escrcife  of  the 
Ghriftian-  diicipline  was  varied  by  the  diicretioB  of  the  bifluqpibi 
The  coundls  oC-Ancyra  andiniberis.'.were.hdd.abottt  the  &ne  fme^ 
die  one  in  Gdaday  the  other  in  Spain ;  hut  their  reipedive  canon% 
%]ucb  an  fiill  extant,  fcem.  to  hieathe.  a  very  different  fjmu  The  . 
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Galatlan,  who  after  his  baptilin  had  repeatedly  facrificed  to  Idolsf. 
jnight  obtain  his  pardon  by  a  penance  of  fevcn  years,  and  i£ 
he  had  fcduccd  others  to  imitate  his  cxamplCi  only  three  years 
more  were  added  to  the  term  of  his  exile.  But  the  unhappy 
Spaniard,  who  had  committed  the  fame  offence,  was  deprived  of 
the  hope  of  reconciliation,  even  in  the  article  of  death;  and  his 
idolatry  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  lift  of  fevcnteen  other  crimes^ 
againft  which  a  Icntencc  no  Icfs  terrible  was  pronounced.  Among, 
thefe  we  may  diftinguilh  the  inexpiable  guilt  of  calumniating  a 
bifhop,  a  prefhyter,  or  even  a  deacon  '**. 

The  well  tempered  mixture  of  liberality  and  rigour,  the  judicious  Thedignhw 
difpenfation  of  rewards  and  punifhments,  according  to  the  maxims  °{5P'^P"  . 
of  policy  as  well  as  jufticc,  conftituted  the  human  ftrength  of  tlie 
church.    The  bifliops,  whofe  paternal  care  extended  itfclf  to  the 
government  of  both  worlds,  were  fenfible  of  the  importance  of 
thefe  prerogatives,  and  covering  their  ambition  with  the  fair  pre- 
tence of  the  love  of  order,  they  were  jealous  of  any  rival  in  the 
exercife  of  a  difciplinc  fo  neccflary  to  prevent  the  dcfertion  of 
thofe  troops  which  had  inlifted  themfelves  under  the  banner  of  the 
crofs,  and  whofe  numbers  every  day  becanve  more  confiderable. 
From  the  imperious  declamations  of  Cyprian,  we  (hould  naturally 
conclude,   that  the   doctrines  of  excommunication  and  penance 
formed  the  mofl  elfential  part  of  religion;  and  that  it  was  much 
lefs  dangerous  for  the  difciples  of  Chrift  to  negle<l  the  obfervance  of 
the  moral  dutiesi  thaa  to  defpife  the  cenAi'res  ind  authority  of 
their  biihops.  Sometimes  we  might  imagine  that  we  were'liftening 
to  the  YCMce  of  Moles,  when  he  commanded  the  ea^th  to  opeir, 
indtofwallow  up^  in  confuming  flames,  the  rebellious  r^e  which* 
leftifed  obedienor  to  the  priefthood  of  Aaron  ;  and  we  Ihould  fimie- ' 
tiiiici  fuppofe  that  we  heard  ,  a  Roman  conful  aflerttng  the  majefly 
«f  the  republici  and  declaring  hiis  inflexiblie  refohition  to  enforce 
the  rigi»ur  of  the  laws*  **  If  fuch  irregularities  are  AiSered  witli 
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impunity  (it  is  thus  that  the  bifhop  of  Carthage  chides  the 
**  lenity  of  his  colleague)  if  fuch  irregularities  arc  fufFercd,  there 
•*  is  an  end  of  Episcopal  vigour  an  end  of  the  fublimc  and 
"  divine  power  of  governing  the  church,  an  end  of  Chriftianity 
**  itfclf."  Cyprian  had  renounced  thofe  temporal  honours,  which 
it  is  probable  he  •would  never  have  obtained  ;  but  the  acquifition  of 
fuch  abfolute  command  over  the  confciences  and  undcrftanding  of  a 
congregation,  however  obfcure  or  defpifed  by  the  world,  is  more 
truly  grateful  to  the  pride  of  the  human  heart,  than  the  poiTei&oii 
of  the  mofl  defpotic  power,  impofed  by  aroxs  aad  conqueft  oa  a  re* 
*  ludtant  people, 

•jjj'f*^^       In  the  courfe  of  this  important,  though  perhaps  tedious,  inquiry^ 
fvecMrei.     I  have  attempted  to  difplay  the  fccondary  caufes  which  fo  efiica- 
■  cioufly  aflifted  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion.    If  among  thcfc 
caufes  we  have  dlfcovcrcd  any  artificial  ornaments,  any  accidental 
circumftances,  or  any  mixture  of  error  and  paflion,  it  cannot  appear 
furprifing  that  mankind  Ihould  be  the  mcft  fenfibly  affedcd  by 
fuch  motives  as  were  fuited  to  their  impcrfcd  nature.    It  was  by 
the  aid  of  thefe  caufes,  exclufive  2eal,  the  immediate  expectation  of 
auoihcr  world,  the  claim  of  miracles,  the  pradlice  of  rigid  virtue, 
and  the  conftitution  of  the  primitive  church,  that  Chriftianity  fpread 
itfelf  with  fo  much  fuccefs  in  the  Roman  empire.  To  the  firftof  thefe 
.  the  Chriflians  were  indebted  for  their  inviacible  valour,  which 
difdained  to  capitulate  with  the  enemy  whom  they  were  refolved  to 
vanqui^.  The  three  fucceeding  caufes  fupplied  their  valour  with  the 
mofl  formidable  arms.    The  laft  of  thefe  caufes  united  their  courage, 
directed  their  arms,  and  gave  their  efforts  that  irrefiftible  weight, 
.  which  even  a  fmall  band  of  well-trained  and  defperate  volunteers 
has  fo  often  poflefled  over  an  undifciplined  multitude,  ignorant 
Wcaknefi  of  fubjed,  and  carclcfs  of  the  event  of  the  war.   In  the  various 

Pd/tbclfia.    religions  of  Polytheifin,  fome  wandering  fiuiatlci  of  Egypt  and 
Syria,  who  addreffed  themfelves  to  the  credulous  fuperftitloa  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF. THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


the  populace,  were  perhaps  the  only  order  of  pricfls  who  derived 
their  whole  fiipport  and  credit  from  their  facerdotal  profefTion* 
and  who  were  very  deeply  aiFe^ed  by  a  perfonal  concern  for  the 
fTfcty  or  profpcrity  of  their  tutelar  deitiei*  The  miniftera 
of  polytheifm,  both  in  Rome  and  in  the  principal  provinces* 
were*  for  the  moftpartt  men  of  a  noble  birth,  and  of  an.  affluent 
fortune,  who  received,  as  ftn  honourable  diftindion,  the  care  of  a 
.celebrated  temple*  or  of  a  public  facrifice,  exhibited,  very  fre* 
quently  at  thdur  own  expence,  the  facred  games'*'*  and  with 
cold  indifference  performed  die  ancient  rites*  according  to  the 
laws  and  faihion  of  their  country.  Engaged  in  the  ordinary 
occupations  of  life,  their  zeal  and  devotion  were  fcldom  animated 
by  a  feafe  of  intereft,  or  by  the  habits  of  an  ccclefiaftical  charaAer; 
.Confined  to  their  refpetftive  temples  and  cities*  they  remained 
without  any  connexion  of  difcipline  or  government ;  and  whilftthe/ 
acknowledged  the  fupreme  jurifdidion  of  the  fenate,  of  the  coll^ 
of  pontiffs,  and  of  the  emperor,  thofe  civil  magiftrates  contented 
thenifelves  with  the  eafy  tafk  of  maintaining,  in  peace  and  dignity»i 
the  eftablKhed  worfliip  of  mankind.  We  have  already  (een  how 
various,  how  loo(e*  and  how  uncertain  were  the  religious  (enti- 
ments  of  Poljtheifts.  They  were  abandoned*  almoft  without 
controul,  to  the  natural  workings  of  a  fuperftitious  fancy.  The 
accidental  circumAances  of  their  life  and  fituation  determined^ 
theobje£k  as  well  as  the  degree  of  tbeir  devotion;  and  as  long 
as  their  adoration  was  fucceiBvely  proAituted  to  a  thoufimd  deities* 
it  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  their  hearts  could  be  fufeeptible  of  a 
Tery  (incere  or  lively  paffion  for  any  of  them. 

When  Chriftianity  appeared  in  the  world*  even  thefe  faint  and  Tbefcep- 
imperfect  impreflions  had  been  mfenubly  obliterated.   Human  ragan^votid 
reafim,  which  by  its  unaffifled  ftrength  is  incapaUe  of  perceiving  vourahie  t» 
the  myfteries  of  faith,  had  already. obuined  an  eafy  triumph  over 
the  folly  of  Faganifm ;  and  when  TertuUian  or  La^ntius  employ 
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their  labours  in  cxpofing  it»  falfchood  and  extravagance,  they  are 
obliged  to  tranfcribe  the  eloquence  of  Cicero  or  the  wit  of  Lucian. 
The  contagion  of  thefe  fceptical  writings  had  been  diffufed  far 
beyond  the  number  of  their  readers.    The  fafhion  of  incredulity 
was  communicated  from  the  philofopher  to  the  man  of  plcafure  or 
bufinefe,  from  the  noble  to  the  plebeian,  and  from  the  mailer  to  the 
menial  flave  who  waited  at  his  table,  and  who  eagerly  liAened 
to  the  freedom  of  his  converfation.    On  public  occafions  the  phi- 
lofophic  part  of  mankiud  affected  to  treat  with  rcfpeiil:  and  decency 
the  religious  inftitutions  of  their  country  ;  but  their  fecret  con- 
tempt penetrated  through  the  thin  and  awkward  difguife,  and  even 
the  people,  when  they  difcovcred  that  their  deities  were  rejeded 
and  derided  by  thofe  whofe  rank  or  underftanding  they  were 
accuftomed  to  reyereoce»  were  filled  with  doubts  and  appreheafiona 
concerning  the  trutlh  of  iSbo&  doflbnues,  to  whidi  they  had  yidded 
the  moft  implicit  bdie£>   The  dediae  of  ancient  prejudice  left  % 
very  onnieroua  portion  of  hunuui  Idad  in  a  painful  and  comliMtleft 
fituadon.  A  flate  of  £:qpticilin  and  fnlpeooe  may  aaufi:  a  ftw 
inqiuiitive  minds.  But  die  practice  of  fiiperftition  is  ib  coogeoial 
ta  the  muldtnde»  diat  if  they  are  fiwdbly  awakened,  they  ftill 
regret  the  lofs  d  their  pleafing  vifion.  Their  lore  of  the  marrdlous 
and  fopematoral*  thdr  coridity  with  regard  to  fiiture  .events 
and  dieir  ftrong  proprafity  to  extend  their  hopes  and  fiara  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  ^fiUe  world»  were  the  principal  cau&s  whidi 
favoured  the  efiablifliment  of  Polytheifin.  So  urgent  on  the  Tulgar  li 
the  necefljty  of  belirring.  that  the  faU  of  any  fyftem  of  mythology  will 
moft  probably  be  fuoceeded  by  the  introdu^on  of  Ibme  other  mode 
of  fuperftitioo.  Some  deities  of  a  more  recent  and  fiUhionablc  caft 
might  ibon  have  occupied  the  deierted  temples  of  Jupiter  and 
Apollo,  if,  in  the  decifive  momentt  the  wifdom  of  ProTidence  bad 
not  interpofed  a  genuine  verdation,  'fitted  to  inlpire  the  mol^ 
radonal  efteem  and  convidion,  whilft,  at  the  iame  time,  it  was 
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aJornct3  with  aU  that  couM  attrad  the  curiofity,  the  wonder,  and 
the  veneration  of  the  people.  In  their  aftual  difpofiiioii,  as  they 
tverc  ahnoft  diferigagcd  from  their  artificial  prejudices,  but  equally 
fufccptible  and  dcfiroiis  of  a  devout  attachment;  an  objcft  muthf 
lefs  dcfcrving  would  have  been  fulficient  to  fill  the  vacant  place  irt' 
their  hearts,  and  to  gratify  the  uncertain  cagerticfs  of  their  paffions. 
Thofe  who  arc  inclined  to  purfuc  this  reflection,  inftead  of  viewing 
with  ailoniOimcnt  the  rapid  progrefs  of  Chriftiantty,  will  perhaps 
be  furprifedr  that  its  fuoseis  vms  not  iliU  nunexapid  and-  AiH  niore 
univerfal. 

It  has  been  obfcrved,  vv^th  truth  as  vrcW  as  propriety,  that  the  ••wdlwifct 
OOnquefts  of  Rome  prepared  and  facilitated  ihofc  of  Chriftianity.  onioBofthe 
la  the  lecottd  chapter  of  t&i»  worlb  we  hard- attempted  to  explaia  p^"*"" 
ia  what  vatmet  iIm  wtft.cifiKMd  ^ravtadte  of  BrntpCt  AGa»- 
and  Afrkat'tmc  unified  tmikt  Oit  dmaSmOit  of  ant-  fbwcrqgfo, 
and  ^adiully  eoBneded  by  th<f  raoft  inftiAatt  twi  of  Uin,  of  mafeH' 
nerit  and'  of  Unguage.  Tlfe  Jewt  of  Pakfliile,  who  Iwd  ftodly 
«xpe^ied  a  toaporal  dcliveier,  gave  ib  oald  a  recepdon  Jo  the  mU 
rades  of  -  the  divine  prophet*  thajt  it  was  found  unneceflkj  to 
pttbliih»  or  at  kaft  to  frtkryt,  any  HAiew  gofpel       The  au* 
thentic  hiftnties  of  the  adtiona  of  Ghrift  were  conpofed  in  tiie 
Greek  language,  at  a  confiderable  diftanee-  horn  Jeruiakm,  and 
after  the-  Gentile  convcfti  were  gvown  extremely  numcnma  ***• 
As  ibonr  at  diole  hiAories  were  tnnfleted  into  the  Latin  toogaea 
they  weteperfe£Uy  intelligible  to  all  the  fabjeOa  of  Romet  exceptmg 
only  to  the  peaikntt  of  Syria  and  Cgypti  fot  whole  benefit  par- 
ticular verfiona  were  afieiwaids  aadet    The  public  highwayt^. 
which  had  bee»  conftmded  for  the  afe  of  the  lcgioa*»-  opened  an 
cafy  paflfage  for  the  Chriftian  miffionariea  A-om  Damafcus  tc  Garintfa«' 
and  from.  Italy  to  the  extremity  af  Spain  or  Britain;  nor  did  thofc. 
fpiritual-  ooBtpieron  encounter  any  of  the  obftades  which  ufually- 
cetard  oe  pcevent  the  iatrodudion  of  a  foieigff  letigioa*  into  a.  • 
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diAant  country.    There  is  the  flrongefl  reafun  to  believe,  that  be- 
fore the  reigns  of  Diocletian  and  CoaAantine»  the  faith  of  Chrill 
had  been  preached  in  every  province,  and  in  all  the  great  cities  of 
vJe^T^he         empire ;  but  the  foundation  of  the  fevcral  congregations,  the 
^^^.^    nUmbera  of  the  faithful  who  compofed  theoif  and  their  proportion 
to  the  unbelieving  multitude,  are  now  buried  in  obfcurity,  or  di& 
guifed  by  fi^on  and  declamalioo*  'Such  imperfeft  circumilanoet 
bowerer,  as  haye  reached  oar-  knowledge  cooeeming  the  increafe 
o£  the  ■fihriftim.'nyBe.m  Afi'a  and  Greece,  in  Egypt,  in  Itaty,  and 
in  die  Weft,  we  lhall  now  proceed  to  relate,  without  negle6ling 
'  the'real'or  imaginary  acquifitians'whidi  lay  beyond  the  fiontiers  of 
the  Roman  empire*  •  •  • 
iBt'Bat;      The  rich  province!  that  extend  from  the  Euphratee  to  the  Ionian 
fia^  were  the  principal  theatre  on  whieh  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles 
difplayed  hit  seal  tud  piety.  The  ieeds  of  the  gofpel^  which  he 
had  ftatiered  in  a  fertile  Ibil,  were  diligently  cultiTated  by  hit  di&> 
dplet;  and  it  fhould  feem  that,  daring  the  two  firlft  centuriei, 
the  ffloft  confiderable  body  of  Ghriftiana  was  contained  within 
thoie  limits.   Among  the  fiwieties  which  were  infiituted  in  Syria, 
none  were  more  ancient  or  more  illuftrious  than  thde  of  Damafcus, ' 
dfBerea  or  Aleppo,  and  of  Antioch.  The  proidietic  introdudUon' 
of  theApocalypfe'has  deferibed  and  immortalifed  the  (even  churches-x 
of  Aiia;  Ephefus,  Smyrna,  Pergamus, -Thyatita  *'%  Sardes,'  Lao- 
dicea,  and  Philadeliiliia  t  and  their  eolomet  were  foon  diffnied  over 
that  populous  country.   In  a  very  early  period,-  the  iflitndi  oT 
Cyprus  atid'  Qmnti'  the  protinees  of  Thrace-  and  Maeetoia,  gave* 
»'fkvoBraUe  reception  to  the  new  rdigion  ;  and  CSiriftian  repablics- 
#ere  foon  founded  in  the  cities  of  Gorindi-,  of  Sparu,  and  of 
Adiens  *'*•    The  anUquity  of  the  Greek  and  Afiatic  churches 
aHowed  a  iiifficSent  fpace-of  time  for  their  increafc  and  multipli^ 
cation,  and  even  the  fwarknai  of  Gnoftics  and  other  heretics  ferve  to 
dSfplay  the  flouriihiog  condition' of  the  orthodox  eburch,  fince  the- 

'  *  '  '  appeUatao&. 
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appellation  of  heredct  liu  alwtyt  been  applied  to  lets' nttinerant 
party.  To  thefe  cloiiuiftic  teffimoales' we  may  add  the  confeiHoii* 
the  complsdnts,  and' the  apprehenfions  of  the  Gentiles  thendelvti.' 
From  a  philofophic  writer  who  had  ftudied  manldnd,.  apd  who  de- 
fcribes  theJr  manners  in  the  moft  lively  colours,  we  may  learn,  that 
under  the  reign  of  Commodus,  his  native  country  of  Pontus  was 
filled  with  Epicureans  and  Chrifiiatu  Wiihin  fourfcore  years 
after  the  death  of  Chrift  the  humane  Pliny  laments  the  mag- 
flitiide  dF  thtf  etil' whidi  lUi  yxuiify  attempted  to  eradicate.'-  hk  lut 
.tery  earious  eptftl6  to  the  emperor  Trajan,  he  affims^  that  the  tem'^' 
pies  were  almc^  delerted,  that  the  i^ofed  iviaimt  icarcely  'ftuiid  any 
purehaiersi  and  thar  ihe&peciBtioa  had^not  odlyinfeQcd^be  Cf^iei^ 
hilt  h«d  even  Ipread  itfeif-  into' the  TiHagea'  and  the  opeA  eouoi^pf 
PbntttsandQidiynia'**.         :  '  :  \     .  :: 

VTithout  defcending  into  a' minute  ferntioy  of  the  exprcffions»  or  The  chorck 
of  die  ia/3/&fes  of 'ttaofe.wnteri'w]M>  cither  ceidiraie. or  lame&t  the  * 
progreis  of  Ghiiffliamty  ia  l3ie  Eaft»  it  may  ia\geiieial.be:ohfifvM» 
that  none  of  them  have  left  iu  any  gronnde  from  i^heoiiec'a  jofe 
efUinate  might  be  formed  of  *die  real  numbers  of  the  fiuthfhl  in' 
Aofi;  provinces.  One  drcumftauee,  llo«(evfer,- has  beeA'^)fetiuiMe{7^ 
pceferved.  Which  feems  to  caft  a  morfi.  diftioA  Kght  on  this'dlilQdiet 
but  interefting  fubjeA.   Under  the  rdgn  of  Theodofius,  after  Ghri-, 
(Uantty  had  enjoyed,  during  more  than  fixty.y^ears,  the  funi|iine.o£ 
imperhd  favour>  the  andent  and  iltuftrious- church  of  Aotioch  cou-^ 
fifted  of  one 'hundred  thonfand  perfims,  tim  tjiouland  .pi'  whom' 
were  fupported  put  of  the  public  oblations  M'.  The  fplendw  and. 
dignity  of  the  queen  of  the  Eaft,  the  .acknowledged  populoiilnds 
of  Cseiarea,  Seleuda,  and.  Alexandria,  and  the  deftrudUpii  of  two. 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fouls  in  the.  earthquake  which  afflided 
Andoch  under  the  dder  Jultin*'',-. are. fo. many  convincing- proofs, 
that      whole  number  of  its  inhabitii^tt  was  not  lefs  tluin-balf  a; 
milUpn,  and  that  the  ChrilUans,  however  ,  multiphed  bx  zed  and  ^ 
:  i  Ttta  .  power. 


Digitized  by  Google 


$0% 


THE  DECLINE   AND  FALL 


ciitaiimpociioiimuAwe  ad^arficft  ^  comttM  Ihc  ftideeon^ 
with  the  lauoBipliRnt  shutrii*  Ike  W«ft  lutii  ;tliA        Mqtots.  y»l-> 
ifk^  populouv  lowM»  40jl  DOiloiiw  teocinl^r  owmn^M  thf 

£aiiBftioiv>  co{B|>ute8  ^  njufcilpajf  tlje  i^uhful  ^  e^cA  i(V<^iov 
|»  tbftt  of  the  Jevi^  and  Pagans  '  B»i  «fafl  Mmv^  M  •HBBIr. 
Bent  difficult  16  etUy  aed  obvious.  The  eloquent  preatcW  draw*  ^ 
parallel  faetweo  tbe  civil  aad  t^s  occkfjaAical  «onJ|Ut)tjpa  oi  Avif 
iMtwcen  tfte  Vid  of  ChrifUafia  who  had  aioqUiro^.  H«ftveQ  by* 
bapbiinB,  «d4  the  lift  of  citiifeai.  had  a  righ(  to  Qiamtfae  pubU^ 
Kberality.  Slaves,  ftrangers,  and  infants  vrem  maijfaSo^  ia  ihor 
fbnoer ;  th^  were  CKcluded  from  ib#  latteff, 
^P**  Tbe  esteafive  commcroe  of  Ai«sandcta,  and  it»  proKirnity^  uy 
Faloftine,  gave  an  e^fy  entrance  to  the  new  religion.  It  vi^as  at  6r(i 
embmced  by  great  numhf  rs  of  the  Tho'a.peutx,  or  BfTdaiaQs  of  the 
lake  Mareotisy  a  wkioh  iiad  abated  n^h  of  it«  rev^eneft- 

foT  xhc  Mofaii«  «efMiOlHCf»  Tha  auftere  lifa  of  the  EiFealans,  their 
Ikfla  and  eacotanrajEncatieMi  Vdninunity  of  g6od«,  the  love  of; 
cdibaeff  ibar  zeal  for  martyaiofai,  and  Ikn  varnuh  thot^h  -aot  ihe 
porit]f  of  their  fttfth*.  abcadf  xjffcrcd'  a  retj  Ihely  iaoM^ct  of  the- 
]priiiiitiff$  dHcif^ne'^;  It  waa  in  the  ffhool-  oi  Alexandria  chat  the- 
Chriftian  il^eolagj  fuppam  to  havcuflumed  a.  regular  and  &ientificak 
form ;  and  when  Hadriai^  vifitqd  Egypt,  he  fituad  a  diurck  com-^ 
pofed  of  Jews  and  of  Greeks,  fufficlenily  importaiit  to  attradl  the  no- 
tice  of  that  inquifitivc  prince  But  the  progrefs  of  Chriftianity 
iwai  for  a  long  time  confined  within  the  limits  of  a  fingle  city,  which, 
was  itfelf  a  foreign  colony,  and  till  the  clofe  of  the  Second  century^ 
the  predeceffors  of  Demetrius  were  the  only  prelates  of  the  Egyptian 
church.  Tluree  biflwpa  were  oonftorated  by  the  hand*  of  Demetrius* 
4  and 
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and  the  numher  was  increafi-cl  to  twenty  by  his  fuccefTor  H€ra- 
claa  ***.  T  he  body  of  the  natives,  a  people  diftinguiOied  i)y  a  fullcn 
iiiflexibility  of  temper  entertained  the  new  do<flrine  with  cold- 
nefs  and  rel uftancc  f  and  even  in  the  time  of  Origen,  it  was  rare 
to  meet  with  an  Egyptian  who  liad  furmounted  his  early  prejudices 
in  favour  of  the  iiacred  animals  of  his  country  As  foon,  indeed, 
as  OhriAianity  amended  the  throne,  the  zeal  of  thofc  barbarians 
ohejoA  the  pre?atUng  impulfioa ;  the  cities  of  Egypt  were  diieA 
wkk  bt£hop8)  and  the  deferts  of  ThebaU  Ctntttstfd  wildi  hemiti. 

A  pcrpenul  JlgtMBt  of  Arang«r8  and  pfOTinciah  floirad  iaio  the  la  !««•:• 
<a]Hdiiin  bdoAof  Some;.  Whatever  nwt  traoge  or  odkms,  who* 
tw  «M  guilty  ox  {ufpedcd,  hope,  in  tht  obfeurity  of  that 

immenie  capital^  to  elude  the  vigUknce  of  the  law.   In  fuch  a  Tariotw- 
enBiMi^  mHnti  metf-mdUtf  tSAtr  ef  tnA  or  of  &Hehood» 
tsnrjtomiktt,  vhaifaev«f  m  nhtuouu  or  a  cfMuiialaflbciafioir>  night 
ttfilj.  aaUpIr  hio  dioplea  or  aeeooipliaei^'  The  ChnAUwia  of 
BM^.aOl]htdaM-«f  ihoaoeideaiilfefftciiteof  afotfeplo-: 
ftmei  bjp  Ttuatmmdtaif  loooting  to » wopf  giotf  mfldhMle^;, 
anfl  ifarJaDgaage  of  dot  gMM  UAarian  it  afanoft  Wlar  lo  %le- 
epififlf oi  hf  Livf,  when  he  rtlacca  the  btrodottoa  an^  At  Ihp* 
jliffliiO  af  ti»  rites  of  Bacchus.    After  the  BaedUHMie  liad:  awir* 
heaeA  tho  fcverity  of  the  fenaie,  it  waa  likcirife  apprehended  that  or 
lary  great  multitude,  as  \\  yttre  amabtw  people.,  had  been  inlthrtedf 
iMOthofe  abhorred  myfleries.    A  mere  careful  inquiry  foon  demoiK' 
ftr&ted,  that  the  cieodero  did  not  exceed  feven  thoufand ;  a  ntim- 
ber  indeed  fufficiently  alarmkig,  when  confidered  a«  the  objedi  q£ 
pibUc  juAioe       It  i»  with  the  fame  candid  allowance  tiiat  we* 
fhoiild  interpret  the  vague  expreflions  of  Tacitus,  and  in  a  former 
infiaoce  of  Pliny»  when  they  exaggerate  the  crowds  of  deluded 
fanatics  who  had  forfeken  the  eftablifhed  worfhip  of  the  gods.  The 
dxurch  of  Rome  was  undoubtedly  the  firfl  and  moft  populous  of 
t^M  co^iiic;.  and  we  arepoiS?fied  of  an  autheimc  recoid  which  at> 
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tefls  the  ftatc  of  religion  in  tibat  dty  about  theteiddle  of  tbe  third 
century,  and  after  a  peace  of  thirty-eight  years.  Thc-dccgy,  at 
tliat  time,  confifted  of  a  bUhop,  forty-fix  preibyters,  feven  deaeona, 
as  many  fub-dcacons,  forty-two  acolythea,  aad.  fifty  readers,  exoc- 
cifts,  and  porters..  The  vumber  of  widows,  of  the  iafirin«  and  of 
the  poor,  who  weyc  snaintained  by  the  oblations  of  the  faidifult 
amounted  to  fifteen  hundred  From  reafon,  as  well  as  from  the 
ocample  of  Antioch.  we  may  venture  to  eflimate  the  Chriftians  of 
Rome  at  about  fifty  thoufand.  The  populoufiieb  of  that  great 
ca^tal  manot  perhaps  be  exaAly  aicertained ;  but  the  moft  modeft 
calculation  will  not  furely  reduce  it  lower  than  a  minion  of  inhabilants> 
of  whom  the  Chpft^""*'  might  cooftitute  at  the  moft  a  twentietfa 


part 

In  Afric.  and  .  The  wcftem  provincials  appeared  to  have  derived  the  knowledge 
th«weft«ra    ^  Qj^ifti^i^y  ftom  the  fame  feurcc  which  had  diflFufed  among 
them  the  langoaget  die  fentiments,  and  the  manners  of  Rome.  In 
this  move  important  circumftance,  Africa,  as  well  as  Gaul,  were 
gradually  &ihi<Mied  to  the  imiution  of  the  capital.   Yet  notwith- 
ftanding  the  many  &vourib1e'  occsifions  which  might  invite  t1ie 
Boman  miflionaries  to  vifit  their  Latin  provinces,  it  was  late  before 
they  paiTed  either  the  fea  or  the  Alps       nor  can  we  difcover  in 
thofe  great  countries  any  aflTured  traces  either  of  faith  or  of  perfe- 
cudon  ibat  afcend  higher  than  the  reign  of  the  Antonincs"*.  The 
flow  progrcfs  of  the  gofpcl  in  the  cold  climate  of  Gaul,  was  ex- 
tremely different  from  the  eagcrnefs  with  which  it  feems  to  have 
been  received  on  the  burning  fands  of  Africa.    The  African  Chrif- 
tians foon  formed  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the  primitive 
church.    The  pradicc  introduced  into  that  province,  of  appointing 
biihops  to  the  moft  inconfiderable  towns,  and  very  frequently  to 
the  moft  obfcure  villages,  contributed  to  multiply  the  fplendor  and 
importance  of  their;  religious  focieties,  which  during  the  courfe  of 
the  third  century  were  animated  by  the  zeal  of  Te^uUiaa,  direded 
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by  the  afaili^es  of  Cyprian,  and  adorned  by  the  eloquence  of  Lsic* 
ttndai*  But  if,  oq  the  contrary,  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  Gftult 
-we  can  only  difcem,  in  the  time  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  the  fedsle  and 
united  congregations  of  Lyons  and  Vienna;  and  even  as  Uite  as  the: 
reign  of  Decius*  we  are  aflvured,  that  in  a  few  cities,  Aries,  Nar-- 
bonne,  Thouloufe,  Limoges,  Qermont,  Tours,  and  Paris,  foiBe* 
fcattered  churches  were  fupported  by  the  devotion  of  a  fmall  ^um- 
ber of  CSiriftians  Silence  is  indeed  very  confifient  with  devotionr 
but  as  it  is  (eldom  compatible  with  zeal,  we  may  perceive  and  la«* 
ment  the  languid  flate  of  Ghriftianity  in  thofe  provincea  whi^i  luid> 
exchanged  the  Celtic  £>r  the  Latin  tongue^  fince  they  did  noty 
during  die  three  firft  centuries,  give  birth  to  a  fingle  ecclefiaflieal. 
writer.   From  Oaul,  claimed  a  juft  pre-eminence  of  learning- 

and  authority  over  all  the  countries  on  this  fide  of  the  Alps,  the; 
light  of  the  gofpel  was  more  faintly  refleded  on  the  remote  pro* 
irinces  of  Spain  and  Britain  ;  and  if  we  may  credit  the  vehement 
allertions  of  Tertullian,  they  had  already  received  the  firft  rays  o£ 
the  faith,  when  he  addreiled  his  apology  to  the  magiftrates  of  the 
empeior  Severus*'*.    But  the  obfcure  and  imperfed  origin  of  the. 
weAem  churches  of  Europe  has  bem  £>  negligently  recorded,  that, 
if  we  would  relate  the  time  and  manner  of  their  foundation,  wt; 
muft  fupply  the.  (Hence  of  antiquity  by  thofe  legends  which  avarice, 
or  fuperftition  long  afterwards  didated  to  the  monks  in  the  lazy 
g)oom  of  their  conventa       Of  thefe  holy  romances,  that  of  the 
apofUe  St..  James  can  alone,  by  its  fingular  extravagance,  deferve  to 
be  mentioned.   From  a  pea^ful  fiiherman  of  the  lake  of  Geoneiao. 
^h,.  he  was  transformed  into  a  valorous  knight,,  who  charged  at 
the  head  of  the  Spanilh  chivalry  in- their  battles  agaioft  the  Moors*. 
The  graveft  hiflorians  have  celebrated  his.  exploits  i  the  miracu- 
lous fluine  of  Compoftella  diiplayed'  hts  power ;  and  the  (word,  of  a; 
military,  order,  aflifted  by  the  terrors  of  the  Inquifition,,were  fuffi^- 
cient  to  remove  every  objedicui  of  profane  ciiticiiin.'f^i. 
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fZ^'tto  progreft  of  Chriftiamty  wai  not  confined  to  the  RoflUn. 

Sommcm^    empire  ;  and  aooovding  to  the  primtttTe  Others,  who  interpret  BitBbf 
by  prophecy,  the  new  religion,  wiAtn  a-  century  after  the  doth  of 
ht  diviae  author,  had  alteady  viflted  «very  part  of  tlie  gkhe. 
*•  There  exiftt  not/*  fays  J\jftw  Martyr,  '*  a  people,  whel&er  O^mHf 
"  or  Barhariao,  of- any  other  race  of  meii«  hy  whttfberer  appelU' 
tioa  or  manner*  they  may  be  diftingviihed^  hoirever  ignorant  of 
^  area  or  agriorfture,  whether  they  dwell  under  letitB,  or  wander 
**  abotK  in  covered  waggosr,  among  whom  prxyers  acte  not*  uSeicd' 
up  |n  the  name  of  s  erueified  Jefus  to  the  Fater  end  Grtsatdr  <^ 
**  1^1  thinga        But  this  fplendid'  exaggenetion,  which  em  st* 
prefint  it  would  be  ejntenidy  diffioalt  to  reconcile  witit  l!he  real' 
ftale  of  maxklnndt  can  bfrooofidftred  only  irtNe'ridb-iaUy  of  a  devooc 
but  cuelefi  writer*  ilie  meaibre  of  whoiebeHef  wss  regt&ted  by 
that  of  his  willies.  Bat  neither  the  beHef,  nor  the  wiflia  of  the' 
fathers,  can  alter  the  imth  of  hiftory.   ft  will  ftill  remain  an  tiffi-  ' 
doubted  fad,  that*  the  baibariani  of  Scythia  and  Germany,  who 
fabverted  the  Roman  monaicfay,  were  involved  in  the  darknefs  of 
paganiftn  ;  and  that  even  the  converfion  of  Iberia,  of  Armenia,  or 
of  iEthiopia,  was  not  attempted  with  any  degree  of  fucccfs  till  the 
Ibepter  was  ia  the  hands  of  an  orthodox  etnpetor        Before  that' 
time,  ^e  various  accidents  of  war  and  commerce  might  indeed' 
^ffofe  an  imperfcdl  knowledge  of  the  gofpcl  among  the  tribes 
of  Caledonia      and  among  the  borderers  of  the  Rhine,  the  Danubet 
and  the  Euphrates        Beyond  the  laft  mentioned  river,  Edcfla  was 
diflinguifhcd  by  a  firm  and  early  adherence  to  the  faith From 
Edeflfa,  the  princi^es  of  Chriftianity  were  eafily  introduced  into  the 
Greek  and  Syrian  cities  which  obeyed  the  fuccelTors  of  Artaxerzes; 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  made  any  deep  imprcfllon  on  the 
minds  of  the  Pcrfians,  whofe  religious  fyftem,  by  the  labours  of  a 
weU^difcipUned  order  of  priefis,  had  beea  conftru^ed  witb  much 
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more  art  and.  foiidicj  thaA  the  uncertaia  mythology^  of  Greece  and 
Rome'". 

From  this  impartial  though  Imperfed  furvey  of  the  progrefs  of  Generalpfo. 

,         ,  portion  oif 

ChrlBianity,  it  may  perhaps  fcem  probable,  that  the  numher  of  its  Chriftiiiu 
profelytes  has  been  cxccflively  magniticd  by  fear  on  the  one  fide, 
and  by  devotion  on  the  other.  According  to  the  irreproachable 
tefllmony  of  Origen  the  proportion  of  the  faithful  was  very  in- 
confidcrable  when  compared  with  the  inuhitudc  of  an  unbelieving  .  . 
world ;  hut,  as  ive  ore  left  without  any  diftindt  information,  it  is  impof-  .'  • 
fible  to  determine,  and  it  is  difficult  even  to  conjecture,  the  real  num, 
hers  of  the  primitive  Chriftians.  The  moft  favourable  calculation, 
however,  that  can  be  deduced  from  the  examples  of  Antloch  and  of 
Rome,  will  not  permit  us  to  imagine  that  more  than  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  fubjects  of  the  empire  had  enlifted  thenifelves  under 
the  banner  of  the  crofs  before  the  important  convcrfion  of  Con- 
ftantinc.  But  their  habits  of  faith,  of  zeal,  and  of  union,  feemed 
to  multiply  tlieir  numbers;  and  the  fame  caufes  which  contributed 
to  their  future  incrcafc,  ferved  to  render  their  adual  ftrength 
Biorc  apparent  and  more  formidable. 

Such  is  the  conftitution  of  civil  fociety,  that  whilft  a  few  perfons  Whetbertlie 
are  diftuigvumed  by  riches,  by  honours,  and  by  knowledge,  the  werea>e«n 
body  of  the  people  is  condemned  to  obkurity,  ignorance,  and  *^  ' 
poverty.    The  ChriAian  religion  which  addrelTed  itfelf  to  the  whole 
human  race  muft  confequcntly  collect  a  far  greater  number  of  pro- 
felytes from  the  lower  than  from  the  fuperior  ranks  of  life.  This 
innocent  and  natural  circumliance  has  been  improved  into  a  very 
odious  imputation,  which  feema  to  be  lefs  ftrenuoufly  denied  by  the 
apoIogiiU  than  it  is  urged  by  the  adverfiuries  of  the  faith  ;  that  The 
new  feA  of  Qiriftians  was  almoft  entirely  compofed  of  the  dregs  of 
the  populace,  of  peafanti  and  mechanics*  of  boys  and-  of 
beggars  and  ilaves,  the  laft  of  whom  might  fometunet  introduce  the 
miffionaries  into  the  rich  and  noUe  fiimilies  to  which  they  belonged. 

Vol.  I.  U  u  a  Theft 


THE   DECLINE  ANU  PALt 


Thefe  ohfcuM  tfac&en'(fnck«M  the  charge  of  malice  and  inHdelity) 
are  as  mute  in  public  as  they  are  loquacious  and  dogmatical  io 
'    private.   Whilft  they  candoufly  avoid  the  dangeron  encounter  of 
phllofc^hers,  thcj  miagle  with  the  rude  and  illiterate  crowd,' amd 
indnuate  tbemfitlvefi  into  thofe  mindst  whom  their  age,  their  fex,  or 
their  edttcatiaii»  baa  the  beft  diCpo(iBd  to  xeoeiTe  ibe  iajpseffioa  c£ 
HiperAitioua  tccroars 
^iir*"      This  imfiiTOurable  pidure,  tliaiigh  not  devoid  of  a  fiuiit  teka^ 
ufrphiti      Uance,  beto'sya*  hf  kB  dark  colouring  and  diftorted  features,  the 
pencil  of  an  enemy.   At  the  humble  faith  of  Chrift  diffufed  it&lf 
Uuou^  die  Wdirlid*  it  %vaa  embraced  bf  ^sreral  perfons  who  derived 
ibo^e  importance  from  tbe.  adfaatasnofnatltre  oafactuae.  AdAiin^ 
who  prcfented  an  eloquent  apology  to  the  emperor  Hadrian,  was 
aa  Athenian  philofopher         Juilin  Martyr  had  fou^ii  divine 
knowledge  in  the  fchools  of  2eao»  of  Ariftotle^of  Pytki^oraa»  aad 
of  PiatPi  before  be  fortunately  wai  accofted  by  the  bid  man,  or  rather 
tbp  angel,  who  turned  his  atteatiOn  to  the  fludy  of  the  Jewifli 
prophets        Clemens  of  Alexandria  had  acquired  much  Tariova 
reading  in  the  Greek,  and  Tertullian  in  tbe  Latin  language.  Julias^ 
Africanus,  and  Origen  pofleiled  a  very  confiderable  fhare  of  the 
learning  of  their  times;  and  altiiOQgb  the  ftyle  of  Cyprian  if  voy 
different  from  that  of  Ladantius*  we  might  almoft  difoover  Aat 
botb  thofe  wriM  had  been  public  teachers  of  ifaeiode.  Efoi  tbe 
fiudy  of  phUofi>pby  was  at  length  introduced  among  the  Chriftiam» 
but  it  was  not  aliwya  produdlve  of  the  moft  falotary  efieds; 
knowledge  was  as  often  the  parent  of  herefy  as  of  «levotioii»  and. 
tbe  dercription  which  was  defigned  for  tbe  followers  of 
nuy,  with  equal  propriety,  be  applied  to  the  various  feda 
refifted  the  fucceflbrs  of  th:  apoflles.      They  preTume  to-  alter 
*♦  the  boly  fcriptures,  to  abandon  the  ancient  rule  of  fiuth*.  and  to- 
form  their  opinions  according  to  the  fubtile  pMcepts  of  logics 
Tbe  fcience  of  the  cborcb  ia  negie£ked  fori  tbe  flud^  of  geoHMtry* 
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•*  and  they  lofc  fight  of  Heaven  whflc  they  are  employed  in  meafur- 
"  ing  the  earth.  Euclid  is  perpetually  in  their  hands.  Ariflotlc 
**  ahd  Thcophraftus  are  the  objefts  cf  their  admiration;  and  they 
•*  exprefs  an  uncommon  reverence  for  the  works  of  Galen.  Their 
*  errors  are  derived  from  the  abufe  oi  the  arts  and  fcienccs  of 
*'  the  infidels,  and  they  corrupt  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpcl  by  the 
refinements  of  human  rcafon 

Nor  can  it  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that  the  advantages  of  birth  and  >vith  regard 

...  torankjod 

fortune  were  always  feparated  from  the  profellion  of  Chriftianity.  foiiunc. 
Several  Roman  citizens  were  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  Pliny, 
and  he  foon  dircovcrcd,  that  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  em-ry  order 
of  men  in  Bithynia  had  dcferted  the  religion  of  their  anceftors 
His  unrurpe<f\ed  teiVimony  may,  in  this  inftancc,  obtain  more  credit 
than  the  bold  challenge  of  Tcrtullian,  when  he  addreffes  him- 
fclf  to  the  fears  as  well  as  to  the  humanity  of  the  proconfiil  of 
Africa,  by  alTuriiig  him,  that  if  he  perfifta  in  his  cruel  intentions, 
he  moft  decimate  Girthage,  and  that  he  will  find  among  the  guilty 
many  perfona  ctf  iMm'.faak)  fenaton  and  noatrons  of  nobleft 
sortfa^Kfibf  «ad.  fbe  fiknd*  m  Mladoaiw  ef  Ma  tnoft  intimace 
fiieoda*'*.  It  a|>peira)r  however,  that  about  forty  years  afterwards 
the  onpefor  YalenaA  wal  perfsaded  of  the  truth  of  thia  aflertion, 
liaee  hi  one  eil^  hi«>  tefcripta  he  evidently  fuppofet,  that  Senators, 
HoBiaii  knighn,  and  ladies  of  quality,  'were  engaged  in  the  Ghrif- 
tiao  ieft  The  efaardi  ftill  amtinued  to  increafe  iu  outwaid 
ipleador  as  tt  loft  its  internal  purity;  and,  in  the  reign  of  Diodetian, 
the  palace*  the  courts  of  jnflkc,  and  even  the  army,  concealed 
«  mokitade  of  Oiriflians,  who  cndeamnited  to  reoondle  the  tnterefis 
of  the  preTent,  with  thoie  of  ft  ^tnre,  file. 

And  yet  tfaefe  exceptions  are  either  too  few  in  nnmber,  or  too  chriidtnKy 
recent  in  time,  entirely  to  temove  the  imputation  of  ignorance  and  JEf^wWcd 
obicurity  which  has  been  fo  arrogantly  caft  on  the  firft  profelytes  of 
Chriftianity.    Inftead  of  "employing  m  our  defence  -the  fiOioas 
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of  later  ages,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  convert  the  occafion  of 
fcandal  into  a  fLibjcd  of  edification.  Our  fcrious  thoughts  will 
fuggcfl  to  us,  tliat  i!)C  apoftles  thcmfclvcs  were  chofen  by  pro- 
vidence among  the  fiUiermen  of  Galilee,  and  that  the  lower  we 
dcprefs  the  temjxjial  condition  of  the  firft  Chriftiaus,  the  more 
reafon  we  fhall  find  to  admire  their  merit  and  fucccfs.  It  is  in- 
cumbent on  us  diligently  to  remember,  that  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven  was  promifed  to  the  poor  in  fpirit,  and  that  minds  afflidted 
by  calaniity  and  the  contempt  of  mankind,  cheerfully  liflcn  to  the 
divine  promifc  of  f  uture  happincfs ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  fortu- 
nate are  fiitislied  with  the  poniflion  of  tliis  world ;  and  the  wife  abufe 
in  doubt  and  difpute  their  vain  fuperiority  of  reafon  and  knowledge. 

We  fland  in  need  of  fuch  rcfledlions  to  comfort  us  for  the  lofs  of 
fome  illuftrious  chara*ilcrs,  which  in  our  eyes  might  have  fcemed 
the  mofl  worthy  of  the  heavenly  prcfcnt.  The  names  of  Seneca, 
of  the  elder  and  the  younger  Pliny,  of  Tacitus,  of  Plutarch,  of 
Galen,  of  the  Have  Epictetus,  and  of  the  emperor  Marcus  Atxr 
toninus,  adorn  the  age  in  which  they  flourilhed,  and  exalt  the 
dignity  of  human  nature.  They  filled  with  glory  their  refpedivt 
ftations,  either  in  adlive  or  contemplative  life  ;  their  excellent 
nndcrftandlngs  were  improved  by  ftudy  ;  Philofophy  had  purified 
their  minds  from  the  prejudices  of  fuperftition  ;  and  their  days  were 
fpent  in  the  purfuit  of  truth  and  the  pradice  of  virtue.  Yet  all 
thefe  fagcs  (it  is  no  lefs  an  objcci  of  kirprife  than  of  concern)  over- 
looked or  reje(fted  the  perfe£lion  pf  the  Chrifiian  fyftem.  Their 
language  or  their  filence  ecpaally  difcover  their  contempt  for  the 
growing  feil,  which  in  their  time  had  difFufcd  itfelf  over  the 
Roman  empire.  Ilu^lc  among  them  who  condefcend  to  mention 
the  Chrillians,  confulcr  them  only  as  obftinate  and  perverfe  en- 
ihufiafis,  who  exacted  an  implicit  fubmilfion  to  their  myfterioiis 
doQrines,  without  being  able  to  produce  a  fingle  argumcat  that 
cuuld  engage  the  atteatiou  of  mea  of  fenle  and  leaiuing;  '*V 
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It  it  at  kaft  doubtful  whjether  an/  of  thde  philofophen  perufed  ^^^^^^ 
the  apologies  "vrUch  the  primitiTe  Cbriffiaiis  repeatedly  publiflied 
in  bduilf  of  themfelvds  and  of  thdr  religion  ;  but  it  is  much  to 
be  lamented  that  fuch  a  caufe  was  not  defended  by  abler  adTO- 
cates.  They  expofe,  with  fuperfluous  wit  and  eloquences  the 
extravagance  of  Polytheifm.  They  intereft  our  compaffion  by 
difplaying  the  innocence  and  fuSFerings  of  their  injured  brethren. 
But  when  they  would  demonftrate  the  divine  origin  of  Chriitianity^ 
they  iniift  much  more  ftrongly  on  the  predictions  which  announced, 
than  on  the  miracles  which  accompanied,  the  appearance  of  the 
Meffiah.  Their  favourite  argument  might  ferve  to  edify  a  Ghriftian 
or  to  convert  a  Jew,  fince  both  the  one  and  the  other  acknowledge 
tlie  authority  of  thofc  prophecies,  and  both  are  ohliged»  with 
devout  reverence,  to  fearch  for  their  fcnfe  and  their  accomplifli* 
ment.  But  this  mode  of  perfuafion  lofcs  much  of  its  weight  and  in- 
fluence, when  it  is  addreffed  to  thofe  who  neither  underftand  nor 
refpedl  the  Mofaic  difpcnfation  and  the  prophetic  ftyJc  In  the 
unikilful  hands  of  JuAin  and  of  the  fucceeding  apologidsj  the 
fublime  meaning  of  the  I  Icbrew  oracles  evaporates  in  diftant  types, 
affic^ed  conceits,  and  cold  allegories;  and  even  their  authenticity 
was  rendered  fufpicious  to  an  unenlightened  Gentile,  by  the  mixtuse 
of  pious  forgeries,  which,  under  the  names  of  Orpheus,  Hermes, 
and.  the  Sibyls  were  obtruded  on  him  as  of  equal  value  with 
the  genuine  infpirations  of  Heaven.  The  adoption  of  fraud  and 
ibphiftry  in  the  defence  of  revelation,  too  often  reminds  us  of 
the  injudicious  conduct  of  thofe  poets  who  load  their  invulncrabU 
heroes  with  a  ufelefs  weight  of  cumberfome  and  brittle  armour. 

But  how  ftiall  we  explain  or  cxcufe  the  fupine  inattention  andofai- 

r*cJet« 

©f  the  Pagan  and  philofophic  world,  to  thofe  evidences  which 
were  prcfentcd  by  the  hand  of  Omnipotenc<f,  not  to  their  rca- 
Ibn,  but  to  their  fenfes  ?    During  the  as^'e   cf  Chrift,   of  his 
apoftles/'aad  of  their  firft  difcipless  thedodrine  which  they  preached  . 
6  wasr 
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WM  confirmed  by  inomnerable  prodigies.  •  The, lame  walked,  the 
Mind  &w,  the  fide  wesc  heidedt  die  dead  were  rmfed,  daemone  were 
expelled,  and  the  beri  of  Natwe  were  perpctmllf  fe^eoded  Ibr 
llie  benefit  6[  the  church.  But  the  ftges  of  Greece  and  Rome  turned 
afide  from  the  awfiil  fpeOade,  and  purfuing  the  ordinary  oocupa- 
tkms  of  life  and  ftudy,  appeared  unoonfeious  of  any  allerationt  in 
the  moral  or  pihyfieal  government  of  the  world.  Under  the  rdgn 
of  TiberiuB,  the  whole  earth  or  at  leaft  a  celebrated  prorince  of 
the  Roman  empire  wa«  invoWed  in  a  pretematurat  darkness  of 
three  hours.  Even  this  miraculous  event,  which  ought  to  have  cx- 
dted  the  wonder,  the  curiofity*  and  the  devotion  of  maakiod,  paflixi 
without  notice  in  an  age  of  fcience  and  hiftory*'^.  It  happened 
during  the  lifetime  of  Seneca  and  the  elder  Pliny,  who  muft  have 
experienced  the  immediate  efFe<£2s,  or  received  the  eartieft  intent* 
gence  of  the  prodigy.  Each  of  thefe  philofof^ers,  in  a  laborioas 
work*  hai  recorded  all  die  great  phenomena  of  Nature,  earA- 
quakeSf  meteors,  comets*  and  edipfes,  which  his  indefatigiMe  curi- 
olity  could  colled Both  the  one  and  the  oUter  have  omitted  to 
mention  the  greateft  phenomenon  to  which  the  mortal  eye  haa  been 
witncfs  fincc  the  creation  of  the  globe.  A  diftln^  chapter  of 
Pliny  is  devoted  to  eclipfes  of  an  extraordinary  nature  and  nn- 
ufual  duration  ;  but  he  contents  hirafelf  with  defcribing  the  fingular 
defed  of  light  which  fallowed  the  murder  orOefiiri  when,  during 
the  greateft  part  of  a  year,  the  orb  of  the  fun  appeared  pale  and 
widKHit  fplendor.  This  feafon  of  obfcurity,  which  cannot  fiudy 
be  compared  with  the  preternatural  darknefsof  the  hiffion,  had  been 
.already  celebrated  by  moft  of  the  poett'"  and  hiftorians  of  that 
memorable  age 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

7h^ondu&  9f     Rtman  G^tmimmt  tmgnh  $6$  CM* 

J^ansyfrm  fhi  reign  of  Nero     that  of  CmJIanthw. 

ytt  ferioiiOy  confider  die  yantf  of  tlie  GbriftiaB  xefiglon»  ilher  grigiriy 
IMBtf  of  hs  mord  pceceptSv  anitbe  Innxent  n  well  si  suftere  SSbIShL^ 
SvM  of  the  greater  namber  of  diafe»  wlio  during  the  fitft  igek 
cmbtftced  the&idi  of  the  gofpeil^  we  flioald  natnnSIf  fbppofeb  thatf 
A>  benevoleiit  ft  doifinne  ivooUl  here  been  leceired  with  due  tt^ 
veieneei  even  bjr  die  tmbelienng  world ;  dut  die  kamed  antf 
die  polite,  bowarer  diey  might  deride  the  mindes*  would 
lave  •  efleeiMd  the  Tirtoet  of  the  new  left ;  and  thet  the  ma* 
gifinteo»  liiKead  of  perfecudog,  woold  have  pioceded  an  oider 
of  men  wito  yidded  the  ttofl!  piffive  obodienoe  to  the  laws*  thongli' 
4iey  dediofld  tfae  adlive  cam  of  war  and  goYernment.  If  oh  the' 
other  hand  we  recolletft  the  univerfal  toleration  of  Potytheifm,  a* 
it  was  invariably  maintained  bj  the  faith  of  the  people,  the  in- 
aedttlky  -Of-phiiofippherB,  and  the  policy  of  the  Roman  fenate  andr 
emperors,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  what  new  offence  the  Chri- 
ftians  had  committed,  what  new  provocation  could  e»afpeiate  tii» 
mild  indifference  of  antiquity,  and  what  new  modTCs  could  urg|& 
the  Roman  prinoes,  who  behdd  without  concern  a  thouiand  forms 
^  religioB  fubfi^ng.  in  peaoe  under  their  gentle  fway,  to  inflid: 
C  ftwre  punKhment  on  any  part  of  their  fubjeds,  who  hod  cho6ar 
for  themfelVes  a  fingular  but  an  inofieoiife  mode  of  faith  and) 
Worftiip* 

The  religiotti'  policy  of  the  ancient  world  feems  to  hare 
afiumed  a  more  ilem  and  iaiolenuic:  ahataftcr,-  to  opp ofc  the 
X  progicfa 
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progiefs  of  Chrlftianity.  About  fourfcore  years  after  the  dtaih 
of  Chrifl,  his  innocent  dlfciplcs  vscre  punidicd  with  death  by  the 
fentence  of  a  proconkil  of  the  moft  amiable  and  philofophic  cha- 
rader,  and  according  to  the  laws  of  an  emperor,  diftinguiflicd  by 
the  wifdom  and  jullicc  of  his  general  adminiftration.  The  apo- 
logia* which  were  repeatedly  addrefled  to  the  fucceflbrs  of  Trajjo 
arc  filled  with  the  moi\  pathetic  complaints,  that  the  Chriftians 
who  obeyed  the  diiftates,  and  folicited  the  liberty  of  confcicnce,  were 
alone,  among  all  the  fubjeds  ot  the  Roman  empire,  excluded  from 
the  common  benefits  of  their  aufpicious  government.  The  deatlis 
of  a  few  eminent  martyrs  have  been  recorded  with  care;  and  from 
the  times  tliat  Chriftianity  was  inverted  with  the  fupremc  power,  the 
governors  of  the  church  have  been  no  Ids  diligently  employed  in 
dlfplaying  the  cruelly,  than  in  imitating  the  conduft  of  their  Pagaa 
advcrfaries.  To  feparatc  (if  it  be  poffiblc)  a  few  authentic  as  well  as 
Interefting  fads  from  an  undigeAed  mais  of  fiction  and  error,  and 
to  relate,  ill  a  clear  and  rational  manner,  the  caufes,  the  extent,  the 
duration,  and  the  mc^ft  important  circumftauccs  of  the  perfccutionj 
to  which  the  full  Chriftians  were  expofed,  is  the  defign  of  the 
prefent  chapter. 

«hM!'!L^!^  The  feOarics  of  a  perfecuted  religion,  deprcffed  by  fear,  animated 
with  refentment,  and  perhaps  heated  by  cnthufiafm,  are  feld  m\  in 
a  proper  temper  of  mind  calmly  to  inveftigatc,  or  candidly  to 
appreciate,  the  motives  of  their  enemies,  which  often  efcape  the  im- 
partial and  dUceming  view  even  of  thofe  who  are  placeJ  at  a  fecure 
diftaoce  fion  the  flames  of  pcrfecution.  A  reafon  has  been  alhpnei 
fi>r  the  condud  of  the  emperors  towards  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
which  may  appear  die  more  fpecious  and  probable  as  it  is  drawn 
ftom  the  acknowledged  geniui  of  Polytheifm.  It  has  already  been 
obferved,  that  the  religioufl  concord  of  the  world  was  principally 
fupported  hj^  the  implicit  alTeot  and  reverence  which  the  nations  of 
antiquity  exprefled  for  their  refpeOive  traditions  and  ceremonies.. 
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It  ^night  therefore  be  cxpe<ied,  that  they  would  unite  with  juft 
indignation  againft  any  fc£k  or  people  which  (hould  fcparate  itfclf 
from  the  communion  of  mankind,  and  claiming  the  exclufive  poA- 
fcflion  of  divine  knowledge,  fliould  difdain,  as  impious  and  idola- 
trous, every  form  of  worfl^ipbiit  its  own.  The  rights  of  toleration 
were  held  by  mutual  indulgence :  they  were  naturally  forfeited  by 
a  refufal  of  the  accufiomed  tribute.  As  the  payment  of  this  tribute 
vns  inflexibly  refofet}  by  the  Jew»»  and  by  them  alone,  the  coafi- 
dtaatiaB  of  tJw  treatment  wfaidi  th^  experienced  from  the  Roman 
nagiflntai^  trill  ferve  to  exphiii  how  fiv  tlide  fpeenlatioitt  are  jufli- 
fied  bj  fa£ts»  and  will  lead  us  to  dUcorer  the-  true  «aufes  of  the 
perfecution  of  Chriftianity. 

Without  repealing  what  hat  been  already  oicntionedi  of  the  Rebdiiom 
reverence  of  the  Roman  Princes  and  gOTernora  for  the  Temple  of  ^fi^ 
Jemialem,  we  fliall  onl74)bferyet  that  the  'deflnidion  of  the  temple 
and  city  was  accompanied  and  foHowed.  by  every  drcnmfiance  that 
could  exaipoate  the  minds  of  the  conquerora,  and  authorize  reli- 
gions perfccatioa  by  the  moft'  Ipecious  aiguments  of  political  juftioe 
and  the  public  fafe^.   From  the  rdgn  of  Nero  to  that  of  Ai^to- 
ninus  Piusy  the  Jews  difcovered  a  fierce  impatience  of  the  dominion 
of  Rome,  which  repeatedly  Inroke  oat  in  the  .moft  furious  ma&crea 
and  infurxefiions.   Humanity  is  fliocked  at  the  recital  of  the  hor- 
rid cruelties  which  they  committed  in  the  cities  of  Egyp^  of  Cyprus, 
and  of  Gyrene,  where  they  dwelt  in  treacherous  Inendfliip  with, 
the  unfufpeding  natives ' ;  and  we  are  tempted  to  applaud  the  fevere 
retaliation  which  was  exercifed  by  the  arras  of  the  legions  againft  a, 
race  of  fanatics,  whofe  dire  and  credulous  fuperAition  £:emed  to 
render  them  the  implacable  enemies  not  only  of  the  Roman  govern- 
ihent,  but  of  humankind  \    The  enthufiafm  of  the  Jews  was  Tup- 
ported  by  the  opinion,  that  it  was  unlawful  for  them  to  pay  taxes 
to  an  idolatro^s  matter ;  and  by  the  fUttecing  promlfe  which  they 
derived  from  their  ancient  oracles,  that  a  conquering  Meffiah  would 
Toon  arife,  deAiucd  to  break  their  fetters,  and  to  inveft  the  favourites 
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of  heaven  with  the  empire  of  the  earth.  It  was  by  announcing 
himfclf  as  their  lon^-cxpeded  deliverer,  and  by  calling  on  all  the  dc- 
fcendants  of  Abraham  to  affert  the  hope  of  Ifrael,  that  the  famous 
Barchochcbas  collcdcd  a  formidable  army,  with  which  he  refifted 
during  two  years  the  power  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian  '. 
JJjJjJf  ^  Notwithftanding  thefe  repeated  provocationv  di«  rcfcntmcnt  of 
the  Roman  Princes  expired  after  the  vidory ;  nor  were  their  appre- 
henfions  continued  beyond  the  period  of  war  and  danger.  By  the 
general  indulgence  of  polytheifm,  and  by  the  mild  temper  of  Anto- 
ninus Pius,  the  Jews  were  leftored  to  their  andent  privtl^s,  and 
once  more  obuined  the  permifSon  of  cireumcifiDg  their  childreni 
with  the  eafy  reftraint,  that  they  ihoiild  never  confer  on  any'fbreign 
profelyte  that  diftioguiihing  mark  of  the  Hebrew  race  ^  The  nume- 
fotit  remains  of  that  people*  though  they  were  ftill  excluded  from 
the  piecan£U  of.  Jerulalem,  were  permitted  to  form  and  to  maintun 
confiderahle  efiabliflimenti  both  in  Italy  and  in  the  provincM*  to 
acqiiire.th^  freedom  of  RomCf  to  enjoy  municipal  honourSt  and  to 
obtain  at  die  iame  time  an  exemption  from  the  burdenfome  and 
ezpenfive  offices  of  focicty. .  The  moderation  or  the  contempt  of  the 
Romans  gave,  a  legal  fanQion  to  the  form  of  ecclenaflScal  policy 
which  was  infiituted  by  the  vanquiihed  led.  The  patriarch,  who 
had  fixed  his  refidence  at  Tiberiass  was  empowered  to  appoint  his 
fubordinate  minifters  and  apoftles*  to  exercife  a  domeftic  jurildi£tion» 
and  to  receive  from  hb  difperfed  1>rethrett  an  annual  contribution  *. 
New  fynagogues  were  frequently  ereded  in  the  principal  cities  of 
the  Empire;  and  the  fabbaths,  the  fafts,  and  the  fefiivals,  which 
were  either  commanded  by  the  Mo&ic  law*  or  enjoined  by  the  tra- 
ditions of  the  Rabbit,  were,  celebrated  in  the  mod  folemn  and  public 
manner  *.  Such  gentle  treatment  infehfibly  aflvaged  the  ftern* 
temper  of  the  Jews.  Awakening  from  their  dreain  of  prophecy  and 
conqn^ft,  they  afltimed  the  behaviour  of  peaceable  and  induftrious 
fubjeds.  Their  irreconcilable  hatred  of  mankind,  inflead  of  fla- 
ming out  in  ads  of  blood  and  violence,  evaporated  in  lefs  dangerous 

gratifications. 

3 


tyu,^  jd  by  Google 


OFTHEROMANEMPIRE,  52$ 

gnttificatSoos.  They  embraced  erery  opportunity  of  over*teachiiig; 
theidolatert  in  trade;  and  they  proooimced  fecret  and  ambiguous 
imprecationa  againft  the  haughty  kingdom  of  Edom  V 

Since  the  Jews,  who  rgeaed  with  abhorrenee  the  deities  adored  The  je»i 
by  their  fovereign  and  by  their  fisUow-fulgeQst  enjoyed  however  th9  which  fol-  ^ 
free  exerciie  of  their  tmlbcial  religion ;  there  muft  have  eadfied  ibme  cMfliani!  > 
other  caufe,  which  expofed  the  di&iples  of  Chrift  to  thofe  feveritSes 
from  which  the  poRerity  of  Abraham  was  exempt.  The  difference  ^j^^  ^ 
between  them  as  iimple  and  flfbvioiis;  but  according  to  the  ienti- 
ments  of  antiquity,  it  was  of  the  higfaeft  importance.  The  Jews 
were  a  nation  i  the  Ghriftians  were  a  JeH':  and  if  it  was  natural  for 
every  commuoity  to  refped  the  (acred  infiitutions  of  their  neigh<* 
hours,  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  perfisvere  in  thofe  of  their  an- 
ceflors.  The  voice' oforades,' the  precepts  of  pbilofophers,  and  the 
auAority  of  the  laws,  unanimoufly  enforced  this  national  obligation. 
By  their  lofty  claim  of  fuperior  fan^ty*  the  Jews  might  provoke 
^e  Polytheifts  to  confider  them  as  an  odious  and  impure  race.  By 
difiiaining  the  intercourfe  of  other  nations  they  might  deferve  their 
contempt.  The  laws  of  Mofes  might  be  for  the  moft  part  frivoloua 
or  abfurd ;  yet  fince  they  had  been  received  during  many  ages  by  a 
large  fociety,  his  followers  were  juftified  by  the  example  of  mankind; 
and  it  was  univerfally  acknowledged*  that  they  had  a  right  to  prac- 
tife  what  it  would  have  been  criminal  in  them  to  negleft.  But 
this  principle  which  protedled  the  Jewifli  fynagogue,  afforded  not 
any  favour  or  fecurity  to  the  primitive  church.  By  embracing  the 
faith  of  the  Gofpel*  the  Chridians  incurred  the  fuppofed  guilt  of  an 
unnatural  and  unpardonable  offence.  They  diffolved  the  facred  ties 
of  cuftom  and  education,  violated  the  religious  infiitutions  of  their 
country,  and  prefumptiioufly  defpifed  whatever  their  fathers  had 
believed  as  true,  or  had  reverenced  as  facred.  Nor  was  this  apoflacy 
(if  we  may  ufe  the  cxprefhon)  merely  of  a  partial  or  local  kind; 
fince  the  pious  defcricr  who  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  temples  of 
££;ypt  or  Syria,  would  equally  dlfdain  to  feek  an  afyium  in  thofc 
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ef  Athens  or  Carthage.  Every  Chriftiaa  rejeded  with  contempt  the 
fuperftitions  of  his  family,  his  cicy,  and  hU  province;  The  whole 
body  of  Chriflians  unanimoofljr  refufed  to  hold  any  com muntoa  with 
the  goda  of  Rome,  of  the  empire,  and  of  mankind.  It  was  in  Tain 
•  that  the  oppidTcd  believer  afierted  the  inalienable  rights  of  coof 
feience  and  private  jodgmenc^  Though  his  fltuation  might  excite 
the  pity,  his  arguments  could  never  reach  the  underftanding,  either 
of  the  philofophic  or  of  the  bdieviog  part  of  the  Pagan  world. 
To  their  apprchenfioas,  it  was  no  lefs  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  any 
individuals  fhould  entertain  fcruples  againft  complying  with  the 
eftablifhed  mode  of  worfhip,  than  if  they  had  oooceived  a  fuddea 
abhorrence  to  the  manners,  the  dreis,  oir  the  iangnage  of  their  oa« 
tivc  country  *. 

Sl!fcd"J?'       '^^^^  furprife  of  the  Pagans  was  foon  fucceedcd  by  refentmentj 


atheirm.  and  and  the  moft  pious  of  men  were  expofed  to  the  uniuft  but  danm>r« 
niftikenby  r  ■      •  ^»  «»"5*^ 

«liepeoi>l«     ous  imputation  ot  impiety.     iMalicc  and  prejudice  concurred  in 

reprefenting  the  Chriftlans  as  a  fociety  of  atheifis,  who,  by  the  moft 


daring  attack  on  the  relic^ious  conftitution  of  the  empire,  had  me- 
rited the  fcvcrcft  animadvcrliun  of  the  civil  magiftrate.    They  had 
feparated  themfclvcs  (ihey  gloried  in  the  confcffion)  from  every 
mode  of  fupernition  which  had  been  adopted  in  any  part  of  the 
globe  by  the  various  temper  of"  polytheihn  :  but  it  was  not  altogether 
fo  evident  what  deity,  or  what  form  of  worfliip  they  had  fubftitutcd 
to  the  gods  and  temples  of  antiquity.    The  pure  and  fublime  idea 
which  they  entertained  of  the  Supreme  Being  efcapcd  the  graft 
conception  of  the  Pagan  multitude,  who  were  at  a  lofs  to  difcover 
a  fpiritual  and  folitary  God,  that  was  neither  reprefented  under  any 
corporeal  figure  or  vifible  fymboJ,  nor  was  adored  with  the  accuf- 
tomed  pomp  of  libations  and  feftivaU,  of  ahars  and  facrifices  The 
hges  of  Greece  and  Rome,  who  had  elevated  their  minds  to  the 
contemplation  of  the  exiflence  and  attributes  of  the  Firft  Caufe.  were 
iildvficd  by  reafon  or  by  vanity  to  rcfcrve  for  thcmfelves  and  their 
ohofeo  diiciples  the  privilege  of  tliis  philolophical  devotion  '%  They 
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were  far  from  admitting  the  prejudices  of  mankind  as  die  Aandard 
of  truth,  but  they  confidered  them  as  flowing  from  the  original  dif« 

pofition  of  human  nature;  and  they  fuppofed  that  any  popular  mode 
of  faith  and  worihip  which  preTumed  Co  difdaim  the  aififtance  of  the 
fenfes,  would,  in  propordMi  as  it  receded  from  fuperftittoiit  find 
itfelf  incapable  of  reftraining  the  wandering^  of  the  fancy  and  the 
infioos  of  fanaticifm.  The  carelefs  glance  which  men  of  wit  and 
learning  condcfcendcd  to  caft  on  the  Chriftian  revelation,  fcrved  only 
to  confirm  their  hafty  opinion,  and  to  perfuade  them,  that  the  prin- 
ciple which  they  might  hate  revered,  of  the  divine  unity,  was  de- 
faced by  the  wild  enthufiafm,  and  annihilated  by  the  airy  fpecula- 
tions  of  the  new  fedlaries.  The  author  of  a  celebrated  dialogue, 
which  has  been  attributed  to  Lucian,  whilft  he  afFe£ls  to  treat  the 
myfterious  fubjetil  of  the  Trinity  in  a  ftyle  of  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt, betrays  his  own  ignorance  of  the  weaknefs  of  human 
reafon,  and  of  the  infcrutable  nature  of  the  Divine  perfK(flions  ". 

It  might  appear  Icfs  furprifing,  tint  the  founder  of  Chri- 
ftianity  (hould  not  only  be  revered  by  his  difciples  as  a  fage  and 
a  prophet,  but  that  he  fhould  be  adored  as  a  God.  The  Po- 
lythelfts  were  difpofed  to  adopt  every  article  of  faith,  which  feemcd 
to  ofFer  any  refemblance,  however  diOant  or  imperfctft,  with  the 
popular  mythology;  and  the  Icc^cnds  of  Bacchus,  of  Hercules,  and 
of  iEfculapius,  had,  in  fomc  mcafure,  prepared  their  imagination 
for  the  appearance  of  the  Son  of  God  under  a  human  form 
But  they  were  aAooithed  that  the  Chriftians  (hould  abandon  the 
temples  of  thofe  ancient  heroes,  who,  in  the  infancy  of  the  world, 
had  invented  arts,  in(HtuCed  laws,  and  vanquiflied  the  tyrants  or 
monfters  who  infeftcd  the  earth  ;  in  order  to  choofe  for  the  exdufive 
objedt  of  their  religious  worihip,  an  obfcure  teacher,  who,  in  a 
recent  age,  and  among  the  barbarous  people,  had  fallen  a  facrifice 
cither  to  the  malice  of  his  own  countrymen,  or  to  the  jealoufy  of 
the  Romaa  government.     The  Pagan  multitude,  rcferving  their 
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gratitude  for  temporal  benefits  alone,  rcjcdicd  the  Ineftimable  prefcnt 
of  life  and  immortality,  which  was  otfered  to  mankind  by  Jefus  of 
Nazareth.  His  mild  conftancy  in  the  midft  of  cruel  and  voluntary 
fuffcrings,  his  univerfal  benevolence,  and  the  lublimc  fnnplicity  of  his 
adions  and  characler,  were  infullicicnt,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
carnal  men,  to  compcnfate  for  the  want  of  fame,  of  empire,  and 
of  fuccefs  ;  and  whiUl:  they  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  ftupcn- 
dous  triumph  over  the  powers  of  darkncfs  and  of  the  grave,  they 
mifreprcfented,  or  they  infulted,  the  equivocal  birdi,  wandering 
life,  and  ignominious  death,  of  the  divine  Author  of  (^hriiliaiiity  ". 
The perfonal guilt  which  every  Chrlftian  had  contraucJ,  in  thusprc- 
Ch*'*^*''*  ^^^rring  his  private  fentimcnt  to  the  national  religion,  wai  aggravated  in 
confidercd  as  a  vcfy  high  degree  by  the  number  and  union  of  the  criminals.  It  is  well 
fioorpM^r  l^aowD,  and  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Roman  policy  viewed 
with  tlie  iitmoft  jealoufy  and  diftruft  any  aflbciation  among  its  fubr 
jefls ;  and  that  the  privileges  of  private  corporations,  though  formed 
for  the  moft  harmlefs  or  bencBcial  purpofcs,  were  bellowed  with  a 
very  fparing  hand  '^  The  religious  alfembHes  of  the  Chriftians, 
who  had  feparated  thcmfclves  from  the  public  worlhip,  appeared  of 
a  much  lefs  innocent  nature :  they  were  illegal  in  their  principle, 
and  in  their  confequences  might  become  dangerous ;  nor  were  the 
emperors  confcious  that  they  violated  the  laws  of  juflice,  when,  for 
the  peace  of  fociety,  they  prohibited  thofe  iecfet  and  fometimes  noc> 
turnal  meetings  '^  The  pious  difobedience  of  the  ChrifUans  made 
their  condud,  or  perhaps  thdr  defigns,  appear  in  a  much  more 
ferious  and  criminal  light;  and  the  Roman  princes,  who  might  per- 
haps have  fuffered  therofidm  to  be  difiwmed  by  a  ready  fobmiffion, 
deeming  their  hmiour  concerned  in  the  execution  of  their  com- 
mandsy  fometimes  attempted,  by  rigorous  punilhmentSi  to  fub» 
dae  this  indqiendent  fpirit,  which  boldly  acknowledged  an  au^ 
thority  fuperiour  to  that,  of  the  magiilrate.  The  extent  and  du- 
ration of  this  fpiritual.confpiracy  feemed  to  render  it  every  day 
more  ilefennng  of  his  aaimadverlion.   We  have  already  feen  that 
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the  aaive  and  fuccefsfol  zed  of  the  Ghriftitos  had  mrenfiUydiflfuicd 
them  through  every  province  and  almoft  every  city  of  the  emjure. 
The  new  converts  feemed  to  renounce  their  family  and  country, 
that  they  might  conneft  therofeWet  in  an  indiflbluble  band  of  union 
with  a  peculiar  ibdety,  which  every  where  afliimed  a  different  eha- 
raQer  from  the  reft  of  mankind.  Their  gloomy  and  aufteije  afped, 
their  abhorrence  of  the  common  bufinefs  and  pleafurea  of  life,  and 
{heir  frequent  predidions  of  impending  calamities'**  infpired  the 
Pagans  with  the  apprdienfion  of  fome  danger,  which  would  ariie 
fiom  the  new  fed,  the  more  alarming  as  it  was  the  more  obicure. 
**  Wliatever,**  lays  PIioy»  **  may  be  the  principle  of  their  conduQ^ 
their  inflenble  obftinacy  appeared  deferving  of  punifliment 
The  precautions  with  which  the  dilciples  of  Chrift  performed  the  tm^m» 
offices  of  religion  were  at  firft  didated  by  fear  and  neceflity  {  but  Sl^^ 
they  were  continued  from  choice.   By  imiuting  the  awfiiil  fecrecy 
which  reigned  in  the  Eleulinian  myfteries^  the  Chriftians  had  flat- 
tered tbemfelvesi  that  they  fhould  render  their  &cred  inftitutions 
more  refpedable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Pagan  world  **'   But  the  event, 
as  it  often  happens  to  the  operations  of  fubtile  policy,  deceivied  dieir 
wiflies  and  their  expedations*   It  was  concluded,  that  they  only 
concealed,  what  they  would  have  bluflied  to  di&lofe.   Their  mif* 
taken  prudence  afforded  an  oppwtunity  for  malice  to  invent,  and  for 
iiifpicious  credulity  to  bdteve,  the  horrid  tales  which  defcribed  the 
Chriftians  as  die  moft  wicked  of  human  kind,  who  pradUed  in 
their  dark  recefles  every  abomination  that  a  depraved  fancy  could 
fuggeft,  and  who  Iblidted  the  favour  of  their  unknown  God  by  the 
facrifice  of  every  moral  virtue.   There  were  many  who  pretended 
to  confels  or  to  relate  the  ceremonies  of  this  abhorred  fodety.  It 
was  aflerted,  **  that  a  new  bom  infant,  entirely  covered  over  with 
**  flour,  was  prefented,  like  fome  myftic  iymbol  of  initiation,  to  the 
*}  knife  of  the  profelyte,  who  unknowingly  inflided  many  a  fecret 
M  and  mortal  wound  on  the  ianoccnc  vidim  of  his  error;  that  as 
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"  foon  as  the  cniel  deed  was  perpetrated,  the  fedlaries  drank  up  the 
"  blood,  greedily  tore  afunder  the  quivering  members,  and  pledged 
*'  themfelves  to  eternal  fecrecy,  by  a  mutual  conrciournefs  of  guilt* 
"  It  was  as  conHdently  affirmed,  that  this  iahuman  facrificc  WM 
*•  fucceeded  by  a  fuitablc  entertainment,  in  which  intemperance 
ferved  as  a  provocative  to  brutal  ;  till  at  the  appointed  mo- 
ment,  the  lights  were  fuddenly  extinguiihed,  (hame  was  banifhedt 
"  nature  was  forgotten ;  and,  as  accident  might  dire*!!,  the  dark- 
"  nefs  of  the  night  was  polluted  by  the  incefluoiu  commciGC  o£ 
"  fillers  and  brothers,  of  fons  and  of  mothers  ''. 
Their  iBpro-  But  the  perufal  of  the  ancient  apologies  was  fufficient  to  re- 
tetdrfriirr.  j^^^g  even  the  flighteft  fufpicion  from  the  mind  of  a  candid  adver- 
fary.  The  Chriflians,  with  the  intrepid  fecurity  of  innocence, 
appealed  from  the  voice  of  rumour  to  the  equity  of  the  raagiftrates. 
They  acknowledge,  that  if  any  proof  CLm  be  produced  of  the 
crimes,  which  calumny  has  imputed  to  them,  they  are  worthy  of 
the  mod  fevere  punifhment.  They  provoke  the  punilhment,  and 
they  challenge  the  proof.  At  the  fame  time  they  urge  with  equal 
truth  and  propriety,  that  the  charge  is  not  Icfs  devoid  of 
probability,  than  it  is  deftitute  of  evidence  ;  they  afk,  whether 
any  one  can  rcri<juny  believe  that  the  pure  and  holy  precepts  of 
the  Gofpel,  which  io  frequently  reftrain  the  ufe  of  the  moft  lawful 
enjoyments,  fhould  inculcate  the  pradice  of  the  mod  abominable 
crimes  ;  that  a  large  focicty  (hould  refolve  to  diflionour  itfelf  in  the 
eyes  of  its  own  members ;  and  that  a  great  number  of  perfons  of 
cidier.  fex,  and  every  age  and  charader,  infenfible  to  the  fear  of 
death  oir  infamyi  fliould  confent  to  violate  thole  principles  tvhich 
nature  and  education  had  imprinted  moft  deeply  in  their  minds**. 
Nothing,  it  fliould  leem*  could  weaken  the  force  or  deftroj  the  ef- 
fc€t,  of  fo  unanfwerable  a  juftificatbn,  unlels  It  were  the  injudidous 
condttd  of  the  apologifts  themfelves*  who  betrayed  the  common 
caufe  of  religion,  to  gratify  their  devout  hatred  to  the  domeftic  en^ 
mies  of  the  church.  It  wasfomettmes  faintly  infinuated,  and  foas* 
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lotieilaet  boldly  aiTerted,  that  the  fame  bloody  iacrifices,  and  the  Huae 
inceftoout  f^flimlis  which  were  fo  falfely  alcribed.  to  the  orthodoac 
believers  were  in  Tcality  celebrated  by  the  Marcionites,  by  the  Gar- 
pocratianti  aqd  by  feveral  other  feds  of  the  Gnoi^ics,  who,  not- 
wUbftanding  they  might  deviate  iato  the  paths  of  berefyt  were  ftiU 
flftuated  by  the  fentiments  of  men,  and  AllI  governed  by  the  |ire"  * 
CBpts  of  Chriflianity  Accufations  of  a  Hnailar  kind  were  r^^ited 
upon  the  church  by  the  fchifmatics  who  had  departed  from  its  com- 
muoioQ  and  it  was  coafefled  on  all  iidea»  that  the  moft  feand^* 
ous  licentioufncfs  of  manners  prevailed  among  great  voBibert  of 
tboie  who  affected  the  name  of  Chridians.  A  Pagan  magtftrate, 
who  poflelled  neither  leifure  nor  abilities,  to  difcern  the  almuH  im- 
perceptible line  which  divides  the  orthodox  faith  from  heretical 
pravity,  might  eafily  have  imagined  that  their  mutual  animofity 
had  extorted  the  difcovcry  of  their  common  guilt.  It  was  fortu- 
nate for  the  repofe,  or  at  leaft  for  the  reputation  of  the  firft  Chrif- 
tians,  that  the  magiftrates  fometimes  proceeded  with  more  temper 
and  moderation,  than  is  ufually  confiftent  with  religious  zeal,  and 
that  they  reported  as  the  impartial  refult  of  their  judicial  inquiry; 
that  the  fcctarics,  who  had  defcrtcd  the  eftablilhed  worlhip,  appeared 
to  them  fincere  in  their  profelfions,  and  blaraelcfs  in  their  man- 
ners ;  however  they  might  incur,  by  their  abfurd  and  excellive  fu- 
perftiiion,  the  cenfure  of  the  laws 

Hiilory,  which  undertakes  to  record  the  tranfadlions  of  the  paft,  Met  af  the 
for  the  inftruilion  of  future  ages  j  would  ill  defcrve  that  honour-  caipmMte> 
able  office,  if  fhe  condcfcendcd  to  plead  the  caufc  of  tyrants,  or  to 
juftify  the  maxims  of  perfecution.  It  mull  however  be  acknow- 
ledged, ih.at  the  condudl  of  the  emperors  who  appeared  Uic  lead 
favourable  to  the  primitive  church,  is  by  no  means  fo  criminal  as 
tliat  of  modern  lovcrcigns,  who  have  employed  the  arm  of  viokncc 
and  terror  agaiiill  the  religious  opinions  of  any  part  of  their  fubjeds. 
From  their  relle(^ion8i  or  even  from  their  own  feelings,  a  Charles 
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br  a  I6u»  XIV,  might  hat  acquired  a  juft  knowledge  of  theiightt 
of  eosfiaencet  of  the  obligation  of  iaith,  and  of  the  inooceaoe  of 
-tnor.  But 'the  fviooet  aad  magiftrateB  of  aucieat  Roiue  were 
ftrai^era  to-  diofe  principles  which  infpired  and  authorised  the  in- 
flexible obftinacy  of  the  CSinftians  in  the  caufe  of  truth,  nor  could 
they  themlelTet  difcover  in  dieir  own  breafts»  any  moctve  whidk 
would  have  ptompted  them  to  refufe  a  legal*  and  aa  it  were  a  natu* 
lal  fubmiffion  to  the  iacred  inftitutiona  of  their  country.  The  lame 
reafim  which  contributes  to  alleviate  the  guilt,  muft  have  tended  to 
abate  the  rigour  of  their  perfecutions.  As  they  were  a£biated,  not 
by  the  furious  zeal  of  bigots,  but  by  the  temperate  policy  of  leg^ 
'lators,  contempt  muft  often  have  rdazed,  and  humanity  muft  £te^ 
quently  have  fufpended  the  execution  of  thofe  laws,  which  diey 
enaded  againft  the  humble  and  obfcure  followers  of  Chrilir  From 
the  general  view  of  their  charadter  and  motives  we  might  lMtU(al^y 
conclude  t  I.  That  oonfiderable  time  elapfed  before  they  confidered 
the  new  fcdaries  as  an  objeft  deferving  of  the  attention  of  govem- 
mcnt>  II.  That  in  the  conviflion  of  any  of  their  fubjeds  who 
were  accufed  of  fo  very  fmgular  a  crime,  they  proceeded  vflth  czU' 
tion  and  reludance.  III.  That  they  were  moderate  in  the  ufe  of 
punilhments ;  and  IV.  That  the  afflidlcd  church  enjoyed  many  in- 
tervals of  peace  and  tranquillity.  Notwithftanding  the  careleft 
indifiference  which  the  moft  copious  and  the  mofl  minute  of  the 
pagan  writers  have  (hewn  to  the  affairs  of  the  Chriftians  **,  it  may 
ftill  be  in  our  power  to  confirm  each  of  thefe  probable  fuppoii- 
tions,  by  the  evidence  of  authentic  fafls. 
They  neglect-  I.  By  the  wife  difpenfation  of  Providence,  a  myfterious  veil  was 
til? aj^arc'a  cafl  over  the  infancy  of  the  church,  which  ferved  to  proiedt  the 
•fjcws.  Cbridians  till  their  faith  was  matured,  and  their  numbers  were 
multiplied,  not  only  from  the  malice,  but  even  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  pagan  world.  The  flow  and  gradual  abolition  of  the  Mofaic 
ceremonies  afforded  a  iafe  and  innocent  difguife  to  the  more  early 
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firaleljies-of  the  Gofpel.  •  As  th^  me  ht  the|;reater  ptrc  of  the 
nee  of  AbnhAoi,  they  were  diftiaguUhed  by  the  peculiar  nuak  of 
dretiincifioiit  offered  up  their  demotions  io  the  Temple  of  Jerofiden 
till  it!  final  deftrudion,  and  received  both  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
as  the  genuine  inlpirations  of  the  Dei^.  The  Gentile  converts, 
who  by  a  ^ritual  adoption  had  been  aflbdaied  to  the  hope  c€  Uraela 
were  Ukewife  confounded  under  the  garb  and  appearance  of  Jews 
and  as  the  Polytbeifts  paid  lefs  regard  to  articles  of  faith  than  to 
ihe  external  worOiip,  the  new  feBtt  whidi  carefully  ooncealed  or 
ftindy  announced  its  future  greatneis  and  ambitioni  was  permitted 
to  flidcer  idelf  under  the  general  toleration  which  was  granted  to 
an  andent  and  celebrated  people  in  the  Roman  empire.  It  was  not 
longt  pci1iaps»  before  the  Jews  themfelves,'  ammated  with  a  fiercer 
«tl  and  a  more  jealous  fiuth,  perceived  the  gradual  reparation  of 
thdr  Nazarene  brethren  from  the  do£lrine  of  the  fynagogue ;  and 
'they  would  gladly  have  extinguifhed  the  dangerous  herefy  in  the 
'Uood  of  its  adherents.  But  the  decrees  of  heaven  had  already  dif* 
larmed  their  malice,  and  though  they  might  ibmetimes  exert  the  li-> 
tentious  privilege  of  fedition,  they  no  longer  poiTefled  the  admini- 
'fiiation  of  criminal  juAice  ;  nor  did  they  find  it  eafy  to  infufe  into 
ihe  calm  breaft  of  a  Roman  magilfarate  the  rancour  of  their  own  zeal 
■and  prejudice^  The  j^vincial  governors  declared  themfelves  ready 
to  lifken  to  any  accufation  that  might  zSeCt  the  public  fiifety  :  but 
as  (bon  as  they  were  informed,  that  it  was  a  queftion  not  of  fads 
i)Ut  of  words,  a  difpute  relating  only  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
Jewifh  laws  and  prophecies,  they  deemed  it  unworthy  the  majefty 
of  Rome  fierioufly  to  diicuis  the  obicure  differences  which  might 
arife  among  a  barbarous  and  fuperftitioos  people.  The  innocence  of 
the  firft  ChrlKlians  was  pfoteAcd  by  ignorance  and  contempt ;  and 
the  tribunal  of  the  pagan  magiftrate  often  proved  their  mod  affured 
refuge  againft  the  fury  of  the  fynagogue  *^  If  indeed  we  were  difpofed 
to  adopt  the  tiaditioos  c^a  too  credulous  a&ttquityi  we  might  relate 
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the  diftiftt  peregkiftadftis,  the  ^rosderful  atchievemenUi  and  the 
various  deaths  of  the  twelve  apoftles :  but  a  moce  accurate  inqohy 
will  induce  ns  to  doobt»  willether  any  of  thole  perfona  who  had  heeii 
^tnefles  to  the  niSricIes  6f  Cbnft  were  permitted,  beTood  the  limitk 
of  Pkkffiae,  to  feal  with  4!heir  tlood  the  triith  of  their  tdtimooy 
From  die  ordSukry  term  of  faumati  life,  it  mky  very  aataraDy  he 
prefamed  thiit  moft  df  them  Were  deeeafed  before  Ihe  diibonteat  of 
the  Jews  "brdke  out  idlD  that  furious  war,  which  was  temunated 
only  by  the  ruih  of  Jeruialem.  During  a  loiig  p^iod,  fiem  die 
Aeath  of  Cbrift  to'thitt  memorable  rdidlion,  we  ctonot  difcover  any 
traces  of  Roman  intolerance,  imlefs  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  fud* 
den,  the  tranfient,  but  the  cruel  perfecutton,  which  wss  cxerciied 
by  Nero  i^iunft  the  Gbriftiaoa  of  the  Capitol,  thirty-five  years  after 
the  former,  add  only  two  years  before  the  latter  o£  thofe  great 
events*   The  character  of  the  philofophic  hiftorian,  to  whom  we 
are  principally  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  this  finguiar  tranf* 
z€t\oBi  would  alone  be  (ufficient  to  recommend  it  to  our  moft  at- 
tentive confideration. 
Tbe  fin  of       In  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  the  capital  of  the  empire 
the  eijo  of  was  affli^ed  by  a  fire  which  raged  beyond  the  memory  or  example 
Nero.         ^£  former  ages  **.    The  monuments  of  Grecian  art  and  of  Roman 
virtue,  the  trophies  of  the  Punic  and  Gallic  wars,  the  moft  holy 
temples,  and  the  moft  fplendid  palaces,  were  involved  in  one  com- 
mon dellruction.    Of  the  fourteen  regions  or  quarters  into  which 
Rome  was  divided,  four  only  fubfifted  entire,  three  were  levelled 
with  the  ground,  and  the  remaining  feven,  which  had  experienced 
the  fury  of  the  flames,  difplayed  a  melancholy  profpedt  of  ruin  and 
delolation.    The  vigilance  of  government  appears  not  to  have  ne- 
gleftcd  any  of  the  precautions  which  might  alleviate  the  fenfe  of  fo 
dreadful  a  calamity.    The  imperial  gardens  were  thrown  open  to 
the  diftreffed  multitude,  temporary  buildings  were  erefled  for  their 
■accommodation,  and  a  plentiful  fupply  of  corn  and  provifions  was 
diibributed  at  a  very  moderate  price  \\   The  moil  geoerous  policy 
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ieemed  to  have  didated  the  edlds  which  regulntcti  the  difpolitinn  of 
the  ibeeti  and  the  conftru£Uon  of  private  houfes ;  and  as  h  ufuallf 
happeoBf  io  an  age  of  profperityt  the  conOagration  of  Roine«  in 
the  coorfe  of  a  few  yearst  produced  a  new  city,  more  regular,  aod 
more  beantiful  dian  the  former.   But  all  die  pradenoe  and  huma- 
nity of  Nero  were  infufHcient  to  proteft  him  from  the  popular  fuf- 
I^cion*   Every  crime  might  be  imputed  to  the  afTailin  of  his  wife 
and  mother ;  nor  could  the  prince,  who  prodituted  his  perfon  and 
dignity  on  the  theatre,  be  deemed  incapable  of  the  mod  extravagant 
foUy.   The  voice  of  rumour  accufed  the  emperor  as  the  incendiary 
of  his  own  capital;  and  as  the  moft  incredible  ftories  are  the  beft 
adapted  to  the  genius  of  an  enraged  people,  it  was  gravely  reported, 
and  firmly  believed,  that  Nero,  enjoying  the  calamity  which  he 
had  occafioncd,  amufed  himfelf  with  finging  to  his  lyre  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  ancient  Troy        To  divert  a  fufpicion,  which  the 
power  of  defjK>tifm  was  unable  to  fupprefs,  the  emperor  rcfolved 
to  fubftitutc  in  bis  own  place  feme  fidlitious  criminals.    "  With 
*•  this  view,  (continues  Tacitus)  he  infliQed  the  moft  exquifite  Cruti  punifh- 
**  tortures  on   thofe   men,   who,  under  the  vulgar  appellation  CnriiiUns.  m 
•»  of  Chriftians,  were   already  branded  with  deferved  infamy.  rfl^lJflhe'*" 
«*  They  derived  their  name  and  origin  from  Chrift,  who  in  the 
•*  reign  of  Tiberius  had  fuffered  death,  by  the  fentence  of  the  pro- 
•*  curator  Pontius  Pilate       For  a  while,  this  dire  fupcrftition  was 
**  checked  ;  but  it  again  burft  forth;  and  not  only  fprcad  itfelf  over 
**  Judaea,  the  firft  feat  of  this  milchievous  fed,  but  was  even  intro- 
**  dnccd  into  Rome,  the  ccmimon  alylam  wUdi  itcdves  and  pro- 
**  teds,  whatever  is  impure,  whaterer  is  atrocious.  The  oonfeflions 
**  of  thofe  who  were  feized,  diTcoveied  a  great  raultttude  of  their 
«<  accomplices,  and  they  were  all  omvided,  not  ib  much  for  the 
**  «rime  of  letting  fire  to  the  dty,  as  for  thdr  hatred  of  human 
«(  land.  They  died  In  tormenta,  and  thdr  torments  were  emhit- 
^  tcred  hy  infidt  and  derifion*  Some  were  nailed  on  erodes ;  others 
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*«  tevm  vpiathe  ikins  of  -wild  beaftB»  aod  expofed  to  the  fury  of 
**  doga:  others  agaliii  fmeared  over  with  combudible  materialst 
wereiufed  as  torches  to  illuminate  the  darknefs  of  the  nigbt> 
-**  The  gardens  of  Nero  were  deftined  for  thejnelancholy  fpedacic, 
<(  •.which  was  accompanied  wkh  a  borfe  race,  and  honoured  with 
"  the  prcfence  of  the  emperor,  who  mingled  with  the  populace  in 
the  drcfs  and  attitude  of  a  charideer.    The  guilt  of  the  Chrif- 
"  tians  deferved  indeed  the  mod  exemplary  puniihment,  but  the 
"  public  abhorrence  was  changed  into  commiferation,  from  the 
"  opinion -that ihofe  unhappy  wretches  were  facrificed,  not  lb  much 
*'  to  the  rigour  of  juftice,  as  to  the  •  cruelty  of  a  jealous  tyrant 
Thofe  who  furvey  with  a  curious  eye  the  revolutiooa  of  .mankind, 
.may  obfervc,  that  the  gardens  and  circus  of  Nero  on  the  Vaticant 
.which  were  polluted  with  the  blood  of  the  firft  ChrilHans,  have  been 
•rendered  Aill  more  famous,  by  the  triumph  and  by  the  abufe  of  the 
perfecutcd  religion.    On  the  fame  fpot     a  temple,  which  far  fur- 
paffes  the  ancient  glories  of  the  Capitol,  has  been  fmce  erected  by 
the  Chriftian  Pontifs,  who,  deriving  their  claim  of  .univerial  do- 
minion from  an  humble  iitherman  of  Galilee,  have  fiiecffdcd  to-the 
throne  of  the  Cacfars,  given  laws  to  the  barbarian  conquerors  of 
.Rome,  and  extended  their  fpiritual  jurifdidlion  from  the  mflft  of  the 
.Baltic  to  the  banks  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

But  it  would  be  improper  to  difmifs  this  account  of  Nero's  .per- 
fecution,  till  wc  have  made  fomc  obfervations,  that  may  fcrvc  to 
remove  the  difficulties  with  which  it  is  perplexed,  and  .to  .throw 
'  fome  lighten  the  fubfequcnt  hiftory  of  the  church. 
Reinwkf«ii  The  moft  fccptical  criticilm  is  obliged  to  refpe£l  the  truth  and 

TkSmiS»-  ^^^^  integrity  of  this  celebrated  pafTage  of  Tacitus.    The  former  is 
?«fe?u*tof  confirmed  by  the  diligent  and  accurate  Suetonius,  who  mentions  the 
ii'ifelif**"  puniflimcnt  which  Nero  iuHiaed  on  the  Chriftians,  a  fed  of  men 
who  had  embraced  a  new  and  criminal  fuperftition       The  latter  is 
twarranted  by  the  confcnt  of  the  moil  ancient  manulcripts ;  by  the 

inimitable 


OF  THE   ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

iniflutible  dunder  of  die  ftyle  of  Tadtm;  bjr  his  Te|mtatioii*> 
«rliidi  guarded  his  text  from  the  interpohtioiis  of  pions  fnad,  and 
by  the  IbbfliuKe  of  hn  iiamtioa»  which  accniedthe  firft  QuifBans  ■ 
of  the  moft  atrodbos  dimes*  witfaoot  mfiiniattog  that  thejpol^ 
ftfled  any  nuraculous  or  even  magical  powers  above  the  reft  of 
mankiad-"*    2.  Notwithftanding  it  is  probable  that  Tacitus  was  • 
born  ibme  years  before  the  fire  of  Rome     he  could  derive  only 
from  reading  and  converiation  the  knowledge  of  an  event  %vhich 
happened  during  his  infancy.    Before  he  gave  himfclf  to  the  pub- 
lie,  he  calmly  waited  till  his  genius  had  attained  its  full  maturity, 
and  he  was  more  than  forty  years  of  age,  when  a  grateful  regard  '- 
for  the  memory  of  the  virtuous  Agricola,  extorted  from  liim  the 
moft  early  of  thofe  hiftorical  compofitions  which  will  delight  and 
inftrud  the  moft  diftant  pofterity.     After  making  a  trial  of  his 
ftrength  in  the  life  of  Agricola  and  the  dcfcription  of  Germany,  he  • 
conceived,  and  at  length  executed,  a  more  arduous  work,  the  hiP^ 
tory  of  Rome,  in  thirty  books,  from  the  fall  of  Nero  to  the  accef- 
fion  of  Narva.    The  adminiftration  of  Nerva  introduced  an  age  of 
juflice  and  profperity,  which  Tacitus  had  deftined  for  the  occu- 
pation of  his  old  age      hut  when  he  took  a  nearer  view  of  his 
fubjcd,  judging,  perhaps,  that  it  was  a  more  honourable,  or  a  Icfs 
invidious  ofiicc,  to  record  the  vices  of  paft  tyrants,  than  to  cele- 
brate the  virtues  of  a  reigning  monarch,  he  cfaofe  rather  to  relate, 
under  the  fonn'of  aaoals,  the  a^Hoiia  o^thfrfbar  immediate  fuccellbrs  • 
of  Auguftns.  TocoUedt  to-difpofei  and  to  adorn  a  leriesof  ibnrfcore 
years,  in  attr  Immortal  work^  every  fentenoeof  which  is  pregnant  ' 
with  the  deepeft  obfenratioasaod  the  moft  lively  im  ii^ <\s  was  anun«> 
dertaking  fu£Scientto  exercHe  the  genius  of-Taatus  himfelf  during 
the  greateft  part  of  his  \lki   In  the  hft  years*  of  the.  reign  of  Trajan, 
whilft  the  vidorious  monarch  extended  the -power  of  Rome  beyond  < 
itsandent  limits,  the  hiftorian  was  defcribing,  in  the  iecond  and.-: 
iburlh-  books  of  hia  anaals«  the  tyranny  of  Tiberius    ;  and^  the 
6:>  .  .  emperor  1 
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emperor  Hadriaa  mud  have  fuccecdecl  to  the  throne,  before  Tacitus* 
in  the  regular  profecution  of  hU  work,  could  rebUe  the  fire  of  the 
capital  and  the  cruelty  of  Nero  towards  the  unfortunate  Chridians, 
At  the  difiance  of  iaty  yean*  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  annalift  to 
adopt  the  narratives  of  contemporaries ;  but  it  was  natiural  for  the 
ptuloibpher  to  indulge  himiclf  in  the  defcripttoa  of  the  ofigiof  the 
progrefti  and  the  cliarader  of  the  new  fedk»  not  To  much  accofd- 
ing  to  the  knowledge  or  prejudices  of  the  age  of  NeiXH  is  accord- 
ing  to  thole  of  the  time  of  Hadrian.  3.  TacitiM  ftfj  frequently 
truAs  to  the  curiofity  or  refledion  of  his  readers  to  fupply  thoie 
intermediate  circumilances  and  ideas,  which,  in  his  extreme  coo- 
cifeuefs,  he  has  thought  proper  to  fupprcfs.  We  may  therefore 
prefume  to  imagine  fomc  probable  caulc  which  could  diredl  the 
cruelty  of  Nero  againft  the  Chriftians  of  Rome,  whofe  obfcurity,  as 
well  as  innocence,  fliould  have  (hieldcd  them  from  his  indignation, 
and  even  from  his  notice.  The  Jews,  who  were  numerous  in  the 
capital,  and  opprclTcd  in  their  own  country,  were  a  much  filter 
objeifl  for  the  iulpicions  of  the  emperor  and  of  the  people  ;  nor  did 
it  fccm  unlikely  that  a  vanquifhed  nation,  who  already  difcovered 
their  abhorrence  of  the  Roman  yoke,  might  have  rccourfe  to  the 
mofl  atrocious  means  of  gratifying  their  implacable  revenge.  But  the 
Jews  poiTelTed  very  powerful  advocates  in  the  palace,  and  even  in 
the  heart  of  the  tyrant ;  his  wife  and  miftrefs,  the  beautiful  Poppaea, 
and  a  favourite  player  of  the  race  of  Abraham,  who  had  already 
employed  their  interceflion  in  behalf  of  the  obnoxious  people 
In  their  room  it  was  neccifary  to  offer  fome  other  vid:ims,  and  it 
might  eafily  be  fuggefted,  that  although  the  genuine  followers  of 
Mofes  were  innocent  of  the  fire  of  Rome,  there  had  arifen  among 
them  a  new  and  pernicious  fed;  of  Gali  l.'Eans,  which  was  capable  of 
the  moft  horrid  crimes.  Under  the  appellation  of  GALlLy*;ANs, 
two  diilindliona  of  men  were  confounded,  the  moft  oppofite  to  each 
Other  in  their  manners  and  principles  i  the  dil(:iple«  who  had  em- 

7  braced 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


537 


braced  die  faith  of  Jefos  of  NazBieth  ^,  and  the  zealots  who  had 
&llo«cd  the  ftaodard  of  Jndat  the  Gaulonite  *\  The  former  were 
the  frieada,  the  latter  were  the  enemies,  of  humankind ;  and  the 
only  refemblanoe  between  them,  confifted  in  the  fiime  inflexible  con- 
ftancy,  which,  in  the  defence  of  their  caule^  rendered  them  iofen- 
fiUe  of  dteth  and  tortures.  The  followers  of  Judas,  who  impelled 
their  countrymen  into  rdieUion*  were  fbon  buried  under  the  ruina 
of  Jerufakm ;  whilft  thofe  of  Jefus,  under  die  more  celebrated  name 
of  ChriftianS)  diffnfed  theml^vea  over  the  Roman  empire.  How 
natural  was  it  for  Tacitus,  in  die  dme  of  Hadrian,  to  appropriate 
to  the  Chriftians,  the  guilt  and  the  fufierings,  which  he  might,  with 
far  greater  truth  and  juftice,  have  attribute  to  a  fed  whole  odious 
memory  was  almoft  extinguifhed !  4.  Whatever  opioioQ  may  be 
entertained  of  this  conjedure,  (for  it  is  no  more  than  a  conjedure)  it 
is  evident  that  the  effe£b>  as  well  as  the  caufe  of  Nero's  perlecudon, 
were  confined  to  the  walls  of  Rcmie  ;  that  the  reUgi<Kis  tenets  of 
the Galilaeans,  or  Ghriftians,  were  never  made  a  Aibjed  of  punifhment, 
or  even  of  inquiry  j  and  that,  as  the  idea  of  their  fufFerings  was, 
for  a  long  dme,  conneded  with  thofe  of  cruelty  and  injuflice,  the 
Oioderatbn  of  fuoceeding  princes  inclined  them  to  fpare  a  fed,  op- 
prefled  by  a  tyrant,  whofe  rage  had  been,  ufually  direded  againft 
virtue  and  innocences 

.  It  18  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the  flames  of  war  confumed  al-  Oppreflionof 
moft  at  the  lame  tune  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  and  the  Capitol  of  C  uiiiians 
Rome  *' ;  and  it  appears  no  lefs  fingular,  that  the  tribute  which  de- 
votion  had  deidned  to  the  former,  ihould  have  been  converted  by 
the  powtt  of'  an  infulting  vidor  to  xcflore  and  adorn  the  fplento 
of  the  latter  **,   The  emperors  levied  a  general  capitation  tax  on 
the  Jewiih  people ;  and  although  the  fom  afleflled  on  the  head  of 
each  individual  was  inconfiderable,  the  ufe  for  which  it  was  defigned» 
and  the  feverity  with  which  it  was  exaded,  were  confidered  as  an 
intolerable  grievance      Since  the  officeca  of  the  revenue  extended  ' 
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t)ieit  tUBjioft  claim  to  many  perfbns  wbo  vrme  ftrangers  to  the  blood 
Of  religion  of  the  Jews^  it  was  impoflible  that  the  Chriftians,  who 
hftd  fo  often  Mtered  themielvM  under  the  (hade  of  the  fynagogue^ 
ihoold  now  efcape  this  rapacious  perfecution.    Anxious  as  they  were 
to  avoid  the  iUghteA  infedlioa  oS  idolatry,  their  confcieace  forbade 
titeni  to  contribute  to  the  honour  of  that  dnon  wko  had  aflbnMd 
the  chaiafiar  of  the  GftpitoUne  Jupiter.  As  a  very  numerous  thon^ 
declining  party  among  the  Chriftlans  ftill  adhered  to  the  law  of 
Mofeat  their  efforts  to  diflemble  their  Jcwtih  origin  weK  dete^ed 
by  the  dccifivc  teft  of  drcumcifioo  ^  :  nor  were  the  Roman  ma^- 
llcitcs  at  Iriftue  to  inquire  into  the  difference  of  their  religioua 
tenets.   Annoog^  the  Gbiiftians  who  were  beought  before  the  tribu* 
mk  of  the  en^ior,  or,'  at  ii  feemt  naore  piobaUe,  before  that  of 
the  procurator  of  Judaea,  two  perfons  are  hid  to  have  appeared*, 
fUnguv(bed  by  their  esttadion,  which  was  more  truly  noble  than 
that  of  the  great^  monarchs.  Theic  were  the  grandfbns  of  9t  Jndb 
tbeapolUe,  who  himfelf  was  the  brother  of  Jefus  Chrift*^  Thdr 
natural  pcctenfions  to  the  throne  of  David,  might  perhaps  attnft 
the  fel|MA-of  the  people*  and  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  govemor;  but 
the.  meannefs  of  their  garb,  and  die  fimpltcity  of  their  anfwerst 
focm  convinced  him  that  they  were  neither  dtfl^rous  nor  capable  of 
diftorbing  the  peace  of  the  Roman  empire.   They  ftanUy  oonlbflid 
their  royal  origin,  and  their  near  lehition  to  the  Meffiah ;  but  Utof 
difelumed  any  tenpofal  views,  and  profefled-  that  his  kingdom^ 
whieh  they  devoutly  expeAed,  was  purely  of  a  f];»iritiiat  aod'angeli^. 
nttufe.   When  they  were  examined  concemii^  their  ibrtone  and- 
oGcupatipn,  diey  iheWcd  their  hands  hardened  vrith  daily  hboufy. 
and  declared  that  they  derived  dieir  whole  fiibfifteoee  from  the  cuhi* 
vatioB  of  a  farm  near  Uie  vUlage  of  Gocaba,  of  the  extent  of  about 
twenty-four  Englifli  acres     and  of  die  value  of  ' nine  thonfabd 
dfaehmst  ov  three  hundred  pounds  ftetling.  Thegrandfiins  of  St, 
Judo  weio  difjniifbd  with  compaffion  and  contempt 
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Sot  although  the  oUcaritT  of  the  heufe  of  David  4iiie:ht  tiroted  Birecmionor 
VMIn  from  the  uupicions  of  a  tyrant,  the  frefent  greataeft  of  his  cgoTiii. 
"dwn  family  alarmed  the  poniianimous  temper  of  Dotnitiant  whiclk 
could  only  be  appeafed  by  the  blood  of  thofc  Romans  whom  he 
either  feared,  or  hated}  or  efteemed.    Of  the  two  foos  of  his  uncle  . 
FlaviiM  Sai»inus     the  elder  was  £300  con^ded  of  treafonable  in* 
•tentions,  and  the  youngers  who  bore  the  name  of  Flavius  Qemenst 
was  inddbted  for  his  iafety  to  his  want  of  courage  add  ability 
The  emperori  for  a  long  time*  diftinguiihed  fo  harsdeft  a  Hofinaa 
by  bis  &your  and  protedion,  beAowed  on  him  .  his  own  niece 
•Domitilkt  adoptui  the  children  of  Ihat.tnarriage  tot  th6  hope  (^tfae 
fucceffion,  and  invefled  their  father  with  the  honours  of  the  eoa-* 
fulfhip.    But  he  had  £:arcely  finiflied  the  term  of  his  annual  mt* 
giftiacy,  when  on  a  flight  pretence  he  was  condemned  and  exe- 
cuted* DTWwiTi)^*  was  baoiflied  to  a  defolate  ifland  oii  the  coaft  of 
Cmpania '*t      fen^nces  either  of  death  or  of  confifi:atioa  were  pro* 
nounced  agaioft  a  great  number  of  perfons  who  were  ioftdved  in 
the  iame  aocufation.    The  guilt  imputed  to  their  ofaaige  was  UuK 
of  jkbeyk  and  Jron/b  mamiers  "  ;  a  fingolar  aflbdation  of  ideas, 
which  caimet  with  any  propriety  be  applied  except  to  the  Chri^ 
fiians,  as  they  were  obfcurely  and  imperfedly  viewed  by  the  ma^ 
giftrates  and  by  the  writers  of  that  period.    On  the  ftrength  of  fo 
probable  an  interpretation,  and  too  eagerly  admitting  the  fufpicions 
of  a  tyrant  as  an  evidence  of  their  honourable  crime,  the  church* 
has  placed  both  Clemens  and  Domitilla  among  its  firft  martyrs,  and 
luw  branded  the  cruelty  of  Domitian  with  the  name  of  the  fecond 
periecution.    But  this  perfecution  (if  it  defcrves  that  epithet)  waa 
of  no  long  duration.    A  few  months  after  the  death  of  QemenSf 
and  the  baniihment  of  Domitilla,  Stephen,  a  freedman  belonging  to 
die  latter,  who  had  enjoyed  the  favour,  but  who  had  not  fureljr 
€ml»aoed  the  faith,  of  his  miftrefs*  alTaflinated  the  emperor  in  hif 
fiktt  *\  The  memory  of  Domitian  was  condemned  by  the  ieoate; 
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his  afts  were  refclnded,  his  exiles  recalled ;  and  under  the  gentle 
adminiftration  of  Nerva,  while  the  innocent  were  reftored  to  their 
rank  and  fortunes,  even  the  moft  guilty  either  obtaiaed  pardoa  or 
efcaped  punifhment 

^ortDoeof      II,  About  t«n  years  afterwards,  under  the  reign  of  Trajan,  the 
cmii^tla    younger  Pliny  was  entrufted  by  his  friend  and  mailer  with  the 
government  of  Bithynia  and  Pontus,    He  foon  found  himfelf  at 
a  lofs  to  determine  by  what  rule  of  juftice  or  of  law  he  fhould 
dirc<3:  his  condudl  in  the  execution  of  an  office  the  moft  repugnant 
to  his  humanity.    PUay  had  never  affifted  at  any  judicial  proceedings 
againft  the  Chriftians,  with  whofe  name  alone  he  feems  to  be  ac- 
quainted ;  and  he  was  totally  uninformed  with  regard  to  the  nature 
of  their  guilt,  the  method  of  their  convidion,  and  the  degree  of 
their  punilhment.    In  this  perplexity  he  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual 
expedient,  of  fubmitting  to  the  wifidom  of  Trajan  an  impartial, 
and  in  fome  refpcfts,  a  favourable  account  of  the  new  fupcrflition* 
requefting  the  emperor,  that  he  would  condefccnd  to  refoive  his 
doubts,  and  to  inftrud  his  ignorance        The  life  of  Pliny  had 
been  employed  in  the  acquifitioii  of  learning,  and  in  the  bufinefs  of 
the  world.    Since  the  age  of  nineteen  he  had  pleaded  with  diflinc- 
tion  in  the  tribunals  of  Rome  '\  filled  a  place  in  the  fcnate,  had 
been  inverted  with  the  honours  of  the  confulfhip,  and  had  formed 
very  numerous  connexions  with  every  order  of  men,  both  in  Italy 
and  in  the  provinces.    From  Ms  ignorance  therefore  we  may  derive 
fome  ufeful  information.    We  may  afllire  ourfelves,  that  when  he 
accepted  the  government  of  Bithynia,  there  were  no  general  laws 
or  decrees  of  the  fenate  in  force  againft  the  Chriftians;  that  neither 
Trajan  nor  any  of  his  virtuous  predeceflbrs,  wlwfe  edids  were  re- 
4;eiv£d  into  the  civil  and  criminal  jurifprudence,  had  publickly 
4edared,  their  intentions  concerning  the  new  fe^k;  and  that  what* 
tyct  proceedings  ha4  been  carried  oa  s\gaia&  the  Cbriftiaus,  there 
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were  none  of  foffioent  weight  and  authority  to  eflablilh  a  precedent 
fcr  the  condo^  of  a  Roman  magiflinite. 

The  anlwer  of  Tiajan*  to  which  the  OiriAians  of  the  fucceediog  Tnjmni 
age  have  frequently  appealed*  dilboven  aa  much  regard  for  juiHce  eftablXa  " 
and  humanity  at  oonld  be  reeondled  with  hb  miftaken  notions  ^rdbg"^ 
of  rcligioot  policy       Inflead  of  diljplaying  the  implacable  zeal  of  ^"'ft'^— » 
an  ioquifitor,  anxious  to  difcorer  the  moft  minute  particke  of 
herefyt  and  exulting  in  the  number  of  hit  viAimSt  the  emperor 
ezpreflet  much  more  ftdidtodc  to  proted  the  iecurity  of  die  ui- 
nocent  than  to  prevent  the  elcape  of  the  guilty.   He  acknowledget- 
the  dtfficuhy  of  fixing  any  general  plan;  but  he  lays  damn  two 
fidutary  rules,  which  often  afforded  relief  and  fupport  to  the 
Aftrefled  Chriftiant.    Though  he  dire<£ls  the  magidrates  to  punlfh 
fiich  perfimt  at  are  legidly  conrvi^d*  he  prohibits  them*  with 
a  very  humane  inconfiftency,  from  making  any  inquuriet  concern* 
tng  the  fiippofed  criminals.   Nor  was  the  magiftrate  allowed  to 
proceed  on  every  kind  of  information.  Anonymous  charges  the 
emperor  rejeds>  as  too  repugnant  to  the  equity  of  his  government  s 
and  he  &n€Aj  requires,  for  the  convt^ion  of  thofe  to  whom  the 
guilt  of  Chriftianity  is  imputed,  the  pofitive  evidence  of  a  fah  and 
open  acculer.   It  is  likewife  probable,  that  the  peribos  who  affumed 
to  invidious  an  office,  were  obliged  to  declare  the  grounds  of  their, 
fnfpicions,  to  fpecify  (both  in  refpedl  to  time  and  place)  the  fccret 
aflTemblies*  which  their  Chriftian  adverfary  had  frequented*  and  to 
difclofe  a  great  number  of  circumilances,  which  were  concealed 
with  the  mod  vigilant  jealoufy,  from  the  eye  of  the- profane.  If 
they  fucceeded  in  their  profecutioui  they  were  expofed  to  the- 
refentment  of  a  coniiderable  and  adive  party,  to  the-cenfure  of  the 
more  liberal'  pordon  of  mankind,  and  to  the  ignominy  which,  in 
every  »ge  and  country,  has  attended  the  charader  of  an  informer* 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  failed  in  their  proofs,  they  incurred  the 
ftrere  and  perhaps  capital  penalty* .  which, ,  accocding'  to  a.  hw  pub* 
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lifhcd  by  the  emperor  Hadrian*  was  inflidcd  on  thofc  wlio  falfely 
attributed  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  crime  of  Chriftianity.  The 
violence  of  pcrfonal  or  fupcrftitious  animofity  might  fomctimefi  pre- 
vail over  the  mod  natural  apprclicnfions  of  dilgrace  and  danger; 
but  it  cannot  lurcly  be  imagined,  that  accufatious  of  fo  unpromtfing 
an  appearance  were  cither  lightly  or  frequently  undertaken  by  the 
Pagan  fubjeits  of  the  Roman  empire 
IPopalif  The  expedient  vvhich  was  employed  to  elude  the  prudence  of  the 

laws,  affords  a  fuflicient  proof  how  effectually  they  dlfappoint- 
cd  the  mifchicvous  defigns  of  private  malice  or  fuperftitious 
zeal.  In  a  large  and  tumultuous  aflembly  the  redraints  of 
•fetr  and  fliame,  fo  forcible  on  the  minds  of  individuals,  are  de- 
prived of  the  greateft  part  of  their  influence.  The  pious  Chriftian, 
as  he  was  deiirous  to  obtain  or  to  efcapc  the  glory  of  martyrdom* 
*xpe<2;ed,  either  with  impatience  or  with  terror,  the  dated  returns 
of  the  public  games  and  feftivals.  On  thofe  occafions,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  great  cities  of  the  empire  were  collected  in  the 
circus  or  the  theatre,  where  every  circumftance  of  the  place  as 
well  as  of  the  ceremony,  contributed  to  kindle  their  devotion,  and 
to  extinguifh  their  humanity.  Whilft  the  numerous  fpe£lators, 
crowned  with  garlands,  perfumed  with  incenfe,  purified  with  the 
blood  of  viilims,  and  furrounded  with  the  altars  and  ftatues  of  their 
tutelar  deities,  refigned  themfelves  to  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure8> 
which  they  confidercd  as  an  eflential  part  of  their  religious  worfhip; 
ihcy  recollecled  that  the  Chriftians  alone  abhorred  the  gods  of 
mankind,  and  by  their  abfence  and  melancholy  on  thefe  folema 
fefiivals,  feemed  to  infult  or  to  lament  the  public  felicity.  If  the 
empire  had  been  affliOed  by  any  recent  calamity,  by  a  plague, 
a  famine,  or  an  unfuccefsful  war;  if  the  Tiber  had,  or  if  the  Nile 
had  not,  rifen  beyond  its  banks ;  if  the  earth  had  lhaken,  or,  if  the 
temperate  order  of  the  feafons  had  been  interrupted,  the  fuper- 
ilitious  Pagans  weie  coavincedi  that  the  crimes  and  the  in^iety 
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iSke  Chriiiint,  wha  were  ^ared  by  tiie  eaeefiVe  knitj  of  die 
goveraoientt  *c  length  provoked  the  DiTine  Juftke  )  It  vw 
not  among  a  fieentioue  and  eaafperand  populacct  that  the  fimt  of 
hgal  pnceediage  codd  beoblwved;  it  was  not  m  an  amphitheatre' 
flained  with  the  blood  of  wild  beafta  and  gladiators,  that  the 
of  <^"*pflR^  could  be  heard.  The  impatSent  damonra  of  tiie- 
Biultitude  denoonctd  the  ChriAiana  as  the  enemies-  of  godb  and 
meui  doomed  them  to  the  feverefk  tortures*  and  yenturiog  to  aeenle* 
by  name  feme  of  the  moft  dillingmihed  of  the  new  ftdaries^  xcv 
qmrtd  with  inrefiftiblo  TdKmence,  that  ibej  AouM  be  inAmdjr 
apptdiendad  and  call  |io  the  Hons  S  The  provincial  govemeva^ 
and  magiAnM  wfao.pic6ded  m  the  pabUc  l^edacte*  wcrt  oibaH^ 
tncUned  to-  gratify  Ae  iadioationst  and  to  appeaie  die  ngc  of  th«-' 
f^oplci  by  thft  lacrifioe  oif  a.  fisw  obnoxioua  ^nftisaa.  But  the  wifilon» 
ef  the  empeaoxft  proteflal  .Ae  duneeh  from  dm  danger  of  thcfc' 
twnoltneiin  ^mwam  aad-  irregular  accnIhtiooBi  which  ihej  juftijr 
eenfiunias  B^ngnanfcfaoik  to  tihefinnncft  andto  the  equity  of  thitir 
admintflmtiioik  The  edidaofi  Hadtian  andi  of  Antoninus  Piuc  cx- 
pscftlif  dcdaradduitliieToiorof  Acmuhitqdr  fiuMld  nevir  be  ad«- 
mittoAu-higil  «?idence  ta  eowriftoe  tapmuKh  thelenntennaie  ^fSb^ 
fiiM  wl¥»  had  cmjbmced  tie  entlni(bifin.af  the  €3ui^ 

.  m.  FanHhaient  was  not  the  laeviiaMe  eeafegncnce  of  ooaoaioD,  Trials  of  Acl* 
and  the  ChrtfiiaoSk  whefie  guilt  waa  the  mdb  dearly  pmved  by  ^'"'^'^^ 
di^  meftianny  of  witneflesi  or  wtk  by  tfadr  TPohmtary  confeffionv, 
mil  MMined  in  their  o«u^  pawer  the-  alternatarc  of  Kfe'  or'deaiii» 
k  was  npiib  much- the  paft  offinee^  as  ife  aftwh  refi0anGe»  w4iscfa» 
eicitod;  the,  indignadbit  of  the  magiilrai&  Aa«  caly  paidna  wna^ 
gpuodted  ta^icpentaacei.  lad  if  they  oenftnted  to-cafta  few  gaaint'ofi: 
incenfe  upon  th«  altai^  they  were  dUmifibd.  from  the  tribnnal  ia« 
iaftt^andwidi  applaulb  It.  was  efteemed.  the  duty  of  » 
judge  to  e^dearour  to  redaimi  rathec  than  tn  ponifl^.thofr 
imtbufiaiU.  Varying  hia  tone  accoBding  to  the^agC)  the  fcm  or 
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iituadon  of  the  prifoncrs,  he  frequently  condefcended  to  fet  before 
their  eyes  every  circumftance  which  could  render  life  more  pleafing, 
or  death  more  terrible  ;  and  to  folicit,  nay  to  intreat,  them,  that 
they  would  fhew  fome  compaflion  to  themfelves,  to  their  families, 
and  to  their  friends  '\     If  threats  and  perfuafions   proved  in- 
effedual,  he  had  often  recourfe  to  violence;  the  fcourge  and  the 
rack  were  called  in  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  argument,  and  every 
art  of  cruelty  was  employed  to  fubdue  fuch  inflexible,  and  as  it 
appeared  to  the  Pagans,  fucli  criminal,   obftinacy.    The  ancient 
apologifts  of  Chriftianity  have  cenfured,  with  equal  truth  and 
feverity*  the  irregular  condudl  of  their  pcrfccutors,  who,  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  judicial  proceeding,  admitted  the  ufe  of  torture, 
ia  order  to  obtain,  not  a  coofeffion,  but  a  denial,  of  the  crime  which 
wu  the  objed  of  thrir  inquiry       The  monks  of  fucceeding  ager, 
who,  in  their  peaceful  folitudes*  entertained  themfelves  with  di- 
verfi^fing  the  deaths  and  fufferings  of  the  pdmitive  martyrs,  hafc 
fipcqueotly  invented  torments  of  a  much  more  refined  and  ingenious 
nature.    In  particukr,  it  has  pleafed  them  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
zeal  of  the  Roman  magiftrates,  difdainiog  every  condderation  of 
moral  virtue  or  public  decency,  endeavoured  to  feduce  thofe  whom 
they  were  unable  to  vanquifh,  and  that  by  their  orders  the  moft  brutal 
violence  was  offered  to  thofe  whom  they  found  it  impoflible  to  feduce. 
It  it  related,  that  {hous  femalesi  who  were  prepared  to  defpUe  deatht 
were  fometimes  condemned  to  a  more  fevere  trial,  and  called  upon  to  de- 
termine whether  they  fet  a  higher  value  on  their  religioo  or  on  their 
chaflity.   The  youths  to  whofe  licentious  embraces  they  were  aban- 
doned, received  a  fokmn  exhortation  from  the  judge,  to  exert  their 
moft  ftrenuous  efforts  to  maintain  thehonour  of  Venus  againfttheim* 
pious  virgin  who  fcfuiiBd  to  burn  incenfe  on  her  altars.  Thetr 
violence  however  was  commonly  difaf^inted,  and  the  feafonable 
interpofitlon  of  fome  miraculoul  power  prcfervcd  the  chafte  fpoufes 
ci  Cbciil  from  the  diihooour  even  of  an  involuntary  defeat.  We 
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fhould  not  Indeed  negleft  to  remark,  that  the  more  ancient  as  welj 
as  authentic  memorials  of  the  church  are  felUom  polluted  with 
thcfe  extravagant  and  indecent  f^flions 

The  total  difregard  of  truth  and  probability  in  the  reprefentation  JJ^'^"^^^'' 
of  thefe  primitive  martyrdoms  was  occafioned  by  a  very  natural  oMjiflratcfc 
miftake.    The  ecclefiallical  writers  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  centuries 
afcribed  to  the  magiftrates  of  Rome  the  fame  degree  of  implacable 
and  unrelenting  zeal  whicli  filled  their  own  breads  againft  the 
heretics  or  the  idolaters  of  their  own  times.    It  is  not  improbable 
that  forae  of  thofe  pcrfons  who  were  raifed  to  the  dignities  of  the 
empire,    might  have  imbibed  the  prejudices  of  the  populace* 
and  that  the  cruel  difpofition  of  others  might  occafionally  be 
ftimulated  hj  motivcf  of  avarice  or  of  perfoaal  refentraent  **, 
Bot  it  is  cemdn*  and  we  may  appeal  to  the  gniefiil  confeffioaa  of 
the  firft  auriftiaaa*  that  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  magiftrates  who 
exercifed  ia  the  pratineet  the  anthoritf  of  the  emperor,  or  of  the 
fenate,  and  to  whofe  hands  alone  the  jurifilidiott  of  life  and  death 
was  intrufled,  behared  like  men  of  -polilhed  manners  and  liberal 
educations,  who  refpe(f^ed  the  rules  of  joftice,  and  who  were  conver. 
iant  with  the  precepts  of  philofophy.    They  frequently  declined  the 
odious  talk  of  periecution,  difmifled  the  charge  with  contempt* 
or  fuggefted  to  the  accufed  ChrifUan  Ibme  legal  evafion,  by  whidi 
he  might  elude  the  feverity  of  the  laws       Whenever  they  were 
inveAed  with  a  difcretiooary  power  %  they  ufed  it  much  lefs  fof 
the  of^preffion,  than  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  affltded  church* 
They  were  far  from  condemning  all  tibe  Chriftians  who  were  ao- 
cuied  before  thdr  tribunal,  and  very  hi  from  punillung  with  death 
all  thofe  who  were  oonvided  ai£  an  obftinate  adherence  to  the  new 
fuperftitioh.  Contenting  tbemfelves,  for  the  moft  part,  with  the 
milder  chafliiements  of  imprifonment,  exile,  or  flavery  in  the 
mines  **,  they  left  the  unhappy  vi^ms  of  their  juftice  iiMne  reafon  to 
hope,  that  «  profperous  event,  the  acceifion,  the  marriage,  or  the 
Vol*  L  4  a  triumph 
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'ifiumpkof  ««Bperor,  might  fpecdily  reftore  them  by  a  general 
'pMd«  tolbeif  forncrftate.    The  martyrs,  devoted  to  immediate 
aecution  by  the  Romaft  .magiaratet,  appear  to  have  been  feleded 

•fiom  tbe  ©oft  oppoa«  ^^'y  ''''''^  ^""^ 

'prefbtterl,  the  perfona  the  moft  diainguiihed  among  the  Chriftians 
L  thdr  rank  and  influct>ce,  and  whofc  example  might  ftrike  terror 
^into  thc^te-fca***  or  elfc  they  were  the  meaneft  and  moft 
ainea  among  them,  particularly  thofe  of  the  fervile  condumn  u  hofe 
liict  vmt  eftecmed  of  little  value,  and  whofe  fuffcrings  were  viewed 
^  the  andents  with  too  carelefs  an  indifference  -     Ihe  learned 
<WgeBllrh6,  from  his  experience  as  well  as  reading,  was  .nuniately 
Kqittinied  with  the  hiftory  of  the  Chnftians,  declares,  m  the  matt 
OcpreA  term^that  the  number  of  martyrs  was  very  inconfiderabic  ■. 
'Hiaau^itr  «<wW  alone  be  fuffic.cnt  w  annihilate  that  formidable 
of  martyrs,  whofe  relic,  drawn  for  the  moft  part  from  the 
«lta00ilib8  of  Rome,  have  replenilhed  fo  many  churches  ^%  and 
iwbofe  marvellous  atcbievcmcnts  have  been  the  lubjec^  ot  io  many 
volumes  of  Holy  Romance        But  the  general  alTertion  of  Ongen 
ttiy  be  explained  and  confirmed  by  the  particular  teftimony  of  his  friend 
Dionyfiua,  who  in  the  immcnle  city  of  Alexandria,  and  under  the 
«igOgotli  perfecution  of  Declus,  reckons  only  ten  men  and  fevea 
moanen  who  fuffcred  for  the  profemon  of  the  Chridian  name 
'   During  the  fame  period  of  perfecution,  the  zealous,  the  eloqucnf, 
the  ambitioui  Cyprian  governed  the  church,  not  only  of  Carthage, 
but  eten  of  Africa.    He  poncffcd  every  quality  nhkh  could  engage 
^  reverence  of  the  faithful,  or  provoke  the  fufpicions  and  rcfent- 
ACntof  the  Pagan  magiilrates.    His  charadcr  as  well  as  his  ftation 
feemed  to  mark  out  that  holy  prelate  as  the  moft  diftlnguilhcd  objcft 
of  envy  and  of  danger        The  experience,  however,  of  the  life 
of  Cyprian,  is  fufficlcnt  to  prove,  that  our  fancy  has  exaggerated  the 
pCfikwalkMatlon  of  a  Chriftian  biHiop  ;  and  that  the  dangers  to  which 
be  was  «pofcd  were  lefa  immineal  than  tkofe  vphich  temporal  arar 
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bition  is  alwajrt  ptfepaied  to  encounter  ia  the  purfuit  e£  Imnuft 
Four  Roman  eaiperorB,  with  their  families,  their  faTOurittS,  and 
then*  adherents,  peri/hed  by  the  Iword  in  the  fpacc  of  tfln  yetn» 
during  iM^iichf  the  bidiop  of  Carthage  guided  by  bt«  authorit^T 
and  eloquence  the  counfels  of  the  African  church.  It  wm  only 
tn  the  third  year  of  his  adminifliratioai  that  he  had  realbn*  during  a 
few  months*  to  apprehend  ih^  fcveic  cdids  of  Dccius,  the  vigilanctf  j^jjjj'^ 
of  the  magiftrate,  add  the  clamours  of  the  multitude,  who  loudly 
dttnandcd,  that  Cyprian,  the  leader  of  the  Chriftians,  Hiould 
thrown  to  the  lions.  Prudence  fuggefted  the  ncceflity  of  a  tem- 
porary retreat,  and  the  voice  of  prudence  was  obeyed.  He  with- 
drew himiclf  into  an  obfciire  fblitudc,  from  whence  he  could 
maintain  a  conflant  corrcfpondencc  with  the  clergy  and  peo- 
ple of  Carthacre;  and  concealing  himfelf  till  the  tcmpcft  was 
part,  he  prckTved  liis  life  without  relinquifhing  cither  his  power 
or  his  reputation.  His  extreme  caution  did  not  however  efcape 
the  ccnfurc  of  the  more  rigid  Chriftians  who  lamented,  or  the 
reproaches  of  his  perfonal  enemies  who  infulted,  a  condudt  which 
they  confidcrcd  as  a  pufillanimous  and  criminal  defertion  of  the 
moft  facrcd  duty  •  The  propriety  of  referving  himfelf  for  the 
future  exigencies  of  the  church,  the  example  of  feveral  holy 
bifhops  and  the  divine  admonitions  which,  as  he  declares  him- 
felf, he  frequently  received  in  vifions  and  exiafies,  were  tlie  reafong 
alleged  in  his  juflificatlon  '\  But  his  beft  apology  may  be  found 
In  the  cheerful  rcfolution,  with  which,  about  eight  years  afterwards> 
he  fuffered  death  in  the  caufc  of  religion.  The  authentic  hiftory 
of  his  martyrdom  has  been  recorded  with  unufual  candour  and 
impartiality.  A  fliort  abftradt  therefore  of  its  moft  important  cir- 
cumftances  will  convey  the  clearcft  information  of  the  fpirit*  and  o£ 
the  forms,  of  the  Roman  pcrfccutions 

When  Valerian  was  conful  for  the  third,  and  Gallienus  for  the    A.  D.acT. 

Hi»  I  " 

fourth  time;  Paternus,  proconful  of  Africa,  fummoacd  Cyprian 
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to  appttr  in  bis  private  ooundUdianiber.   He  there  acquainted  him 
^th  the  Imperial  mandate  which  he  had  jud  received     that  thole 
who  had  abandoned  the  Roman  religion  fhould  immediately  return 
lo'the  pradice  of  the  ceremonies  of  their  anceftors.  Cyprian  replied 
widiout  hefitation,  that  he  was  a  Chriftian  and  a  bifhop,  devoted  to 
the  worHiip  of  the  true  and  only  Deity,  to  whom  he  offered  up  his 
daily  fupplications  for  the  fafety  and  profperity  of  the  twoemperorti 
his  lawful  fovereigns.    With  modefl  confidence  he  pleaded  the  pri- 
vilege of  a  citizen,  in  rcfufing  to  give  any  anfwer  to  feme  invidious 
and  indeed  illegal  qucftions  which  the  proconful  had  propofcd.  A 
fentence  of  banifliment  was  pronounced  as  the  penalty  of  Cyprian's 
difoliedience  ;  and  he  was  conduced  without  delay  to  Curubis,  a  free 
and  maritime  city  of  Zeugitania,  in  a  pleafant  fituation,  a  fertile 
territory,  and  at  tiie  diftancc  of  about  forty  miles  from  Carthage", 
The  exiled  billiop  enjoyed  the  conveniencies  of  life  and  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  virtue.    His  reputation  was  diffufed  over  Africa  and 
Italy;  an  account  of  his  behaviour  was  publiflied  for  the  edification 
of  the  ChriAian  world  '* »  and  his  folitude  was  frequently  interrupted 
by  the  letters,  the  viilts,  and  the  congratulations  of  the  faithful. 
On  the  arrival  of  a  new  proocmful  in  die  province,  the  fortune  of 
Cyprian  appeared  for  Ibme  time  to  wear  a  Hill  more  favourable  af- 
pe^   He  was  recalled  from  baniihment ;  and  though  not  yet  per- 
mitted to  return  to  Carthage,  his  own  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  capital  were  alfigned  for  the  place  of  his  refidence 
Hiic(»deB-     At  length,  aa&\j  one  year  '*  after  Cyprian  was  firft  appre- 
bended,  Galerius  Maximus,  proomful  of  Afiica,  received  the  Impe- 
rial warrant  for  the  execution  of  the  Ghriftian  teachers.  The  biJhop 
of  Carthage  was  ienfible  that  he  Ihould  be  fingled  out  for  one  of  the 
firft  vi^mts  and  the  fiailty  of  nature  tempted  him  to  withdraw 
him^f,  by  a  feeret  flight,  from  the  danger  and  the  honour  of 
martyrdom:  but  loon  recovering  that  fortitude  which  his  gKar^flrr 
required,  be  returned  to  bis  gardens,  and  patiently  expeOed  the 
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anniflers  of  death.  Two  officers  of  nuik»  who.were  mtrufied  with 
thatcooumiEoo,  plMedCTprian  between  them  in  a  chuiot»  and  as  the 
prooooful  was  not  then  at  leifiir^  they  oonduded  him  not  to  a  pri« 
fiw,  bvt  to  a  private  hooie  in  Garthsge»  which  belonged  lo  one  of 
them.  An'elegtnt  fiipper  was  pvorided  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
biihop,  and  his  CShriffian  fi^ends  were  permitted  for  the  hift  time 
to  enjoy  h»  focie^»  whilft  the  ftreets  were  filled  wiUi  a  mnldtude 
of  the  faithfolt  aniuotts  and  alarmed  for  the  appioidiing  fite  of 
their  Qiiritoal  fiither      In  the  morning  he  appeared  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  prooonfol,  who*  after  informing  himfidf  of  die  name 
and  fituatbn  of  C^piian»  commanded  him  to  offer  ficrifice,  and 
prefled  him  to  refled  on  the  confisquences  of  his  difobedienoe.  The 
lefulal  of  Cyprian  was  firm. and  dedfive ;  and.  the  magifo»te^  when 
he  had  taken  the  opinion  c£  his  qouncil,  pronounced  with  fome 
relufUnce  the  ftntenoe  of  death.  It  was  ccMioeiTed  in  the  following 
terms :  **  That  Thalaus  Gyprianiis  Ihoald  be  immediately  behesdedt 
•*  as  the  enemy  of  - the  gods, of  Rome,  and  as  the  chief  and  ring- 
leader  of  a  criminal  aflbdation,  which  he  had  ftduped  into  an 
impious  refinance  againft  the  laws  of  the.moA  holy  .emperors, 
Vslerian  and  Gallienus  'V   The  manner  of  his  execution  was 
the  mildeft  and  leafl:  painful  that  could  be  inflided  on  a  perfon  oon« 
Tided  of  any  capita!  pflfenc^ :  nor  was  the  ufe  of  torture  admitted  to 
^    obtain  from  the  Bilhop  of.  Carthage  either  the  recantation  of  his 
principles,  or  the  diicorery  of  his  accomplices. 

As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  proclaimed,  a  general  cry  of  *<  We  HkntrtTr- 
**  will  die  with  him,"  arole  at  once  among  the  lifiening  multitude  ^ 
of  Cbrifiians  who  watted  before  the  palace  gates.  The  generous 
^ufions  of  thdr  zeal  and  aflFedion  were  neither  ferriceable  to 
Cyprian  nor  dangerous  to  themfelTes.  He  was  led  away  under  a 
guard  of  tribunes  and  centurions,  without  refiftance  and  without 
infult  to  the  place  of  his  execution,  a  fpacious  and  level  plain  near 
the  dtyt  which  was  already,  filled  with  great,  numbers  of  ij|Mda- 
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•Drs.   Hit  fdlthfat  pneil^ten  and  ieaaom  were  permitted  to  tbcoiB* 
pMj  their  holy  biihop.  They  af&Bed  him  vti  Ujing  afide  hi*  upper 
garment,  spread  Unen  on  the  ground  to  receive  the  psedooa  retiet 
of  hta  bloodt  and  received  hit  ordera  to  heflow  five-and-twenty  picoea 
-  rfgokloa  theexecutioDer.  Hie  nnitjr  then  leovered  hh  face  with 
hit  hands,  and  at  one  blow  bit  head  was  ievered  from  his  bodj* 
His  corpfe  remained  doriog  ibme  hours  expofed  to  the  eoriolirf  of 
die  Gentiles  i  but  in  the  night  it  was  removed,  and  tranfpor^  lo 
a  tritto^phal  proceffion  and  with  a  fplendid  lUuiiunatian  to  die  boriid* 
place  of  the  Ghrtftians.  The  funeral  of  On>ri»  was  puUlcUy  cefe- 
Wated  without  receiving  any  interniptbn  fiom  the  Roman  ma^ 
toaies ;  and  tho(e  among  the  fidthfbl  who  had  performed  the  laft 
offices  ta  hit  petfiw  and  his  memory  were  lecure  from  the  danger  of 
faMjitiry  or  of  ptraifliment.  It  is  remarlablc^  that  of  fo  great  a 
multitude  of  bifliops  in  the  province  of  Aftica,  Cyprian  was  the  6fft 
wbo  vras  eftetimed  worthy  to  obtain  theciowft  of  martyrdom ' 
VarioMb-      It  was  in  the  efaoiee  of  Cyprian  either  to  die  a  martyr  or  to  live 
t^Samu   M  apollattr  but  «•  that  choke  depended  the  alternative  of  honour 
or  in&my.  Gould  we  fuppde  that  the  Bishop  of  Carthage  bad  em<» 
ployed  the  proftAon  of  the  Ghriftian  &ith  only  as  the  inftrument 
of  his  avarice  or  ambittou,  it  was  ftill  Incumbent  on  htm  to  fupport 
the  diaraAer  whkh  he  l)ad  aflnmed  **  s  and,  if  be  poffelTed  the 
finalteft'degrce  of  manly  fortitude,  radier  to  cxpole  himielf  to  the 
moft  cruel  tortures,  than  by  a  fingle  aft  to  exdumge  the  reputatton 
of  a  whole  fife,  for  the  abhertence  of  his  ChriAian  brethien  and 
the  contempt  of  tibe  Genttle  world.  But  if  die  zeal  of  Cyprian  wa» 
fopportcd  by  the  finofere  conviction  of  the  trodi  of  thofe  dodiines 
Vhich  he  preached,  the  crown  of  martyrdom  mufl  have  appeared 
to  him  as  an  objed  of  defire  rather  than  of  terxw.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
€Xtta&  any  diflinA  ideas  from  the  vague  thm^h  eloquent  dedama- 
tiona  of  the  Fathers,  or  to  afcertain  the' degree  of  immortal  glory 
and  happineft  which  diey  confidently  promifed  to  thofe  who  were 
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•iocakated  with  beetHning  dUigeoWt  .^t  die  Sit  oimMtftdOA  fup^ 
•pltfld  everfflifedl: and  expiated  0v«y  filii  ihal  vbUe  the  ibula-af 
ordiiiafj  Cbriftiaiis  were  obliged  to  palt  thnmcb  n  (How  and  paiafol 
<]iiirifieatioo»  the  trimnphMtt  {vStfcn  ebleied  tlito'^thc  innigdiatp 
jAoition  of  .etecnal  bHftt  «hflre»  an  ^ibcietjtof  lihe  patmnhit  the 
apoftIei,  .aiid  the  pHipheiii  ihejr  topittA  with  Chrift*  mad  aM  » 
'  bis  afiiefibcs  in  the  unitcrial  judgaieitt  of  maftkind^.  The  afluMMe 
:of  a  laftiag  repntatiaa  ttpOA  earth,  a  motive  io  ooHgeitiil  $0  the  ta- 
ikity  of  human  utare»  often  ienred  to  animate  the  courage  of  the 
marCTTS.  The  hoootm  which  Rome  or  Athena  bellowed  on.  thofe 
citizens  who  had  fallen  in  the  caufe  of  thdrooOntry  iKrerc  cold  and 
^vnilieaDiftg  demonftrations  of  refpe£t,  when  compared  with  the 
ardent  gratitude  and  devotion  which  tlie  primitive  church  exprefiad 
toweidt  the  vi^orioua  chanpioos  of  the  faith.    The  annual  ooav- 
.neiAomlioii  of  their  virtues  and  fufferinga  was  obferved  as  a  facrttl 
.CCNlBOnyi  and  at  length-  terminated  in  religious  worlhip.    Among  . 
the  Chriftians  who  had  pnblickly  fonfeflcd  their  religious  principlei» 
thofe,  who,  (as  it  very ^equently  bappe&ed)  had  been  difmided  from 
the  tribttsal  or  the  prifons  of  the  pagan  magiftrates,  obtained  fuch 
honour*  aa  werejuftty  due  to  their  imperfe^  martyrdom  and  their 
generous  rcfolntion.  The  molt  pious  females  courted  the  permiilion 
of  imprinting  kiffes  on  the  fetters  which  they  had  worn,  and  on  the 
'wonnds  which  they  had  received.    Their  perfons  were  eAeemed 
•h61y>  ihcir  dccifions  were  admitted  with  deference,  and  they  too 
loften  abufed,  by  their  fptritual  pride  and  licentious  manners,  the 
ptC-emincnce  which  their  zeal  and  intrepidity  had  acquired  Di- 
ftindlions  like  thele,  whilfl  they  dilplay  the  exalted  merit,  betray 
the  inconfiderable  number  of  thofc  who  fufi^ered,  and  of  thoie  whp 
died  tor  the  profcfiion  of  Chriftianity. 

The  fober  difcretion  of  the  prefcnt  age  will  more  readily  cenfure  Ardour  of  the 
than  admire,  but  can  more  ealily  admire  than  iii^itate,  the  fervour  ^''^^'^** 
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of  the  -firft  Chriftians,  who,  according  to  the  lively  expreffion  of 
-Sulpidus  Severu8»  defired  martyrdom  with  more  eagernefs  than  his 
•own  contemporaries  iblidted.  a  bi(hopric  The  cpiftles  which 
Ignatius  compofed  as  he  was  carfied  in  chains  through  the  cities  of 
Afia,  breathe  fentiments  the  moft  repugnant  to  the  ordinary  feelings 
of  human  nature.  He  earncftly  befeechcs  the  Romans,  that  when 
he  fhould  be  expofcd  in  the  amphitheatre,  they  would  not,  by  their 
kiad  but  unfeafonable  interceffion,  deprive  him  of  the  crown  of 
glory ;  and  he  declares  his  refolution  to  provoke  and  irritate  the 
wild  beafts  which  might  be  employed  as  the  inftruments  of  his 
death  Some  ftories  are  related  of  the  courage  of  martyrs,  who 
«£tuaUy  performed  what  Ignatius  had  intended  j  who  exafperated 
the  fury  of  the  lions,  preCTed  the  executioner  to  haften  his  office^ 
cheerfully  leaped  into  the  fires  which  were  kindled  to  confume  them^ 
and  difcovered  a  fenfation  of  joy  and  pleafure  in  the  midfl  of  the 
moft  eaquifite  tortures.  Several  examples  have  been  preferved  of  a 
zeal  impatient  of  thofe  reftraints  which  the  emperon  had  provided 
•for  the  fecurity  of  the  church.  The  Chriftians  fometimes  fupplied 
by  their  voluntary  declaration  the  want  of  an  accufer,  rudely  dif- 
turbed  the  public  fervice  of  Paganifm  and  lufhlng  in  crowds  round 
the  tribunal  of  the  magiftratcs,  called  upon  them  to  pronounce  and 
to  inflift  the  fcntencc  of  the  law.  The  hchaviour  of  the  Chriftians 
was  too  remarkable  to  cfcapc  the  notice  of  the  ancient  philoibphers  j 
but  they  fccm  to  have  confulercd  it  with  much  Icfs  admiratiou  than 
aftoniHiment.  Incapable  of  conceiving  the  motives  which  fometimes 
tranfported  the  fortitude  of  believers  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudcmc 
or  reafon,  they  treated  fuch  an  cagcrncfs  to  die  as  the  ftrange  refult 
of  obftinate  defpair,  of  ftupid  infciir]l)ility,  or  of  fuperftitious 
phrenzy'*.  *'  Unhappy  men,"  excbiincd  the  proconful  Antoninus 
to  the  Chriftians  of  Alia,  "  unhappy  men,  if  you  are  thus  weary  of 
your  lives,  is  it  fo  difficult  for  you  to  find  ropes  and  precipices  f " 
He  was  extremely  cantiout  (at  it  ii  obfenred  by  a  learned  and  pious 
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liiflorlan)  of  puniihing  men  who  had  found  no  accufere  but  them- 
felves,  the  Imperial  laws  not  having  made  any  provifion  for  fo  un- 
cxpe£ted  a  cafe  :  condemning  therefore  a  few,  as  a  warning  to  their 
brethren,  he  difmifTcd  the  multitude  with  indignation  and  con- 
tempt Notwithftanding  this  real  or  afFcdled  difdain,  the  intrepid 
conftancy  of  the  faithful  was  produdive  of  more  lalutary  efFeds  on 
thofe  minds  which  nature  or  grace  had  difpofed  for  the  eafy  recep- 
tion of  religious  truth.  On  thefc  melancholy  occafions,  there  were 
many  among  the  Gentiles  who  pitied,  who  admired,  and  who  were 
converted.  The  generous  enthufiafm  was  communicated  from  the 
fufferer  to  the  fpedlators ;  and  the  blood  of  martyrs,  according  to  a 
iveli-known  obfervation,  became  the  feed  of  the  church. 

But  although  devotion  had  raifcd,  and  eloquence  continued  to  Gradual  r«» 
inflame,  this  fever  of  the  mind,  it  infenfibly  gave  way  to  the  more  ^'"^^ 
natural  hopes  and  fears  of  the  human  heart,  to  the  love  of  life,  the 
apprehenfion  of  pain,  and  the  horror  of  difTolution.  The  more  pru- 
dent rulers  of  the  Church  found  themfelves  obliged  to  reftrain  the 
indifcreet  ardour  of  their  followers,  and  to  diftruft  a  conflancy  which 
too  often  abandoned  them  in  the  hour  of  trial  As  the  lives  of 
the  faithful  became  lefs  mortified  and  auftcre,  they  were  every  day 
lefs  ambitious  of  the  honours  of  martyrdom  ;  and  the  loldiers  of 
Chrift,  inftead  of  dldinguifiiing  themfelves  by  voluntary  deeds  of 
heroifm,  frequently  defertcd  their  port,  and  tied  in  confufion  before 
the  enemy  whom  it  was  their  duty  to  rcfift.  There  were  three 
methods,  however,  of  efcaping  the  flames  of  pcrfccution,  which 
were  not  attended  with  an  equal  degree  of  guilt :  the  firrt  indeed 
was  generally  allowed  to  be  innocent;  the  fccond  was  of  a  doubtful, 
or  at  leaf!  of  a  venial  nature ;  but  the  third  implied  a  dircd  and  cri- 
minal apoftacy  from  the  Chriftiaii  faith. 

I.  A  modern  inquifitor  would  hear  with  furprife,  that  whenever  Tkttt  me. 
an  information  was  given  to  a  Roman  magiftrate  of  any  perfon 
within  his  juriidiaion  who  had  embraced  the  fed  of  the  Ghriftians, 

Vol.  I.  4  B  th« 


the  f^rgft  waf  fioainewilcated  to  the  'ptrty  accufeil,  and  that  a  con- 
im^ieilt'iMBe  was  allowed  him  <o  fettle  his  doracfllc  concerns,  and  to 
prepare  an  anfwcr  to  the  crime  which  was  imputed  to  him  ''\  It 
he  entertained  any  doubt  of  his  own  eonftancy,  fuch  a  delay  af- 
forded him  the  opportynity  of  prelerving  his  life  and  honour  by 
•    flight,  of  withdrawing  himfelf  into  fomc  obfcurc  retirement  or  fume 
difltst  province,  aod  of  -patiently  expelling  the  return  of  peace  and 
^purity.    A  aneafure  fo  confonant  to  rcafon  was  foon  authorized  by 
the  advice  and  example  of  the  moii  holy  prelates ;  and  feeras  to 
have  beep  cen(wred      few,  except  by  the  MontaailU,  v»  ho  deviated 
into  herefy  by  their  iirijft  ai>d  obftinaoe  adherence  to  the  rigour  of 
ancient  difcipUne  ^.    II.  The , provincial  governors,  whofe  zeal  iww 
kfs  ■  prevalent  than  their  avarice,  h»d  couutenanced  the  pra£licc  of 
felling  certificates  (or  libels  as  tlicy  were  called),  which  aUclled,  that 
ihc  pcrfons  therein  mentioned  liad  complied  with  the  laws,  and  fa- 
crificed  to  the  Uomati  deities.     I^y  producing  thefc  falfe  -nle- 
eiaraiions,    tlie  opulent  and  timid  ChriiUaoa  were  enabled  to 
filence  the  maHce  of  an  informer,  and  to  reconcile  in  fome  mca-* 
Bite  ihicir  fafcty  with  their  religion.    A  flight  pennance  atoned 
for  this  profane  di(fimulaiion        111.  In  every  perfecution  there 
were  great  numberf;  of  unworthy  GhrUliaa^,  who  publickly  difowned 
or  renounced  the  faith  which  ifiey  had  profefTcd  ;  and  who  cou" 
funicd  the  fiuccrlty  of  their  abjuration,  by  the  legal  ads  of  burning 
incenfc  or  of  offering  facrifices.  Some  of  thefc  apoftatcs  had  yielded 
fin  rl>^  ^irft  roenace  or  exhortation  of  the  magiilrate  ;  whilft  the 
patience  of  others  had  been  iubduod  by  the  length  and  repetition  of 
tortures.    The  affrighted  countenances  of  fome  betrayed  their  in- 
ward remorfe,  while  others  advanced  with  confidence  and  alacrity 
to  the  altars  of  the  gods        But  tlie  difguifc,  which  fear  had  im- 
pofod,  fuhfifted  no  longer  than  the  prefent  danger.    As  foon  as  the 
levcrity  of  the  perfecution  was  abated,  the  doors  of  the  churches 
wcH  iSi^lcd  by  the  xemftmg  nulticude  of  p^niteot;*  who  /detefted 
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ilMtridolattmitiiibaufianb  aad  mteifolkita*  i*ltke9Ml«dM^  but 
Willi  various  finodi^  tiieif  «o«dBufiaar  'mm  Ac  tockxy  of  Ghri6* 
tiMs 

'        NotwkhiiaAdiiig  dir  geoenf  raldi^  dhMifliad  fiw  tkn  cod-  ^/[^^^' 
TtaEuto  and  ^MMMoro^tlMcGhiiffiHMi^  tfaiiteof  iholtfliiAiifiett  >"'i  t^"«^ 
iiiMiesieiift<teMiiirbiMi70iiWMiiBaitk«ii^ 


ifbre.  Bale  dspMiied  otf  thiir  dMt  Whaviaiitfir  4iie  ciManHttMiM  of 
the  dnes,  add  tSte  ttniiter  of  dMfir  fii^«ieaMi.M«iil' a<  fubordlttifft 
ndm;  •  2Seal  niglft  ^feoMtiintea^  pity^,-  taidi  pfMie aite  ml^v  ft>Diei> 
titBe»iTa«ordraa^4fC^liii^fllllMia'  Avih. 
rictf'  of  uiolivca  ii^i^if  di^^ofe  dte  iiMvineMf  govtfoon  -  ciidicr  to 
'eiil^Ke*or  to  tiela»  iKe  eatecntiotf  df  tKe  iMn^-  aiid  of  ifiefe'inocites; 
ttue*  ttdft  forcibld  was  their  regaid*  nM  odlf  Ibr  tUe  pnUie  ed!€br, 
tutpftr  the  iiscKr  intentions  tof  die  emiieitar,  a  glk«:e  fhiitt  whore 
Vfrwcs'  fiiftdent  toldddle  or  to  ai&agoSlh'ilic  flkmet  of  perfecu- 
'tilAi>    At  often  a«  an^  occaAoiud  ieveiido  were  exereired  ia  thd 
'different  parts  of  ^  empire*  tHe  primitive  Ghriflians  lamented"  and 
jperhaps  magmfied  their  own  fuSenngs  $  But  the  cdehhited  number  TTie  ten  per* 
of  7e»  perlfaeutions  has  been  determined* by  the  ecdefiitSicar  writers 
of  the'fifth  centu'ryt  wfio  jpofleflfed'a  more  diftind'Tiew  of  tKepio- 
iperous  .or  adverile  Ibrtnnes  of  tl^e  efiurdi*.  firdni  tbe  age  of  Nero  to 
.that,<^^locIetian.   The  ingenious  paraUels'of  the /Irn  plagues  of 
Egjrpt,  apdf  of  the  ten  horns  of  tl|e  Apocalypfe,  firft  fiiggefled'  thii 
c^uratioii  to  Uieir  minds,  and  in  their  application  oT  the  faith  of 
prophecy  to  the  Crut&  of  hiftQiy,  the^  ymt  earefiil  to  lele^'  thole 
reigns  wHich. were  indeed  t^  moft  hollile  to  the  Chriftian  cauTe' 
But  Itlide  tr^nfient  peifecdsic^^'fcftrred  onTy'tP  feviye  tbe  zeal^juid  to 
reftbret&e  ditcaplineof  the  faitliiiir:  andltbe'monieots  ol^extrsor- 
dinary  ligpur  were' compenlatdd  By  mudi  fooger  iiiterYals  of  peace 
andT  feciirit^. ' ,  The  indltference'  oF'ioine'  princes,'  and'  tfie'  indulgence 
of  others^.  permitlteci'tHe  Chrll^iaris  to 'enj<^V' though  ,n6t  pei-^aps  a 
Iegai,"yet  an4^ual*^nd  public  toteritSoa  oftfieir  refigibm  '    '   '  * 
•  '  4Ba  The 
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difhtfrT  Theapolngyof  TSBitdlMii  cMtaint  two  vciy'aiicient,  viry  fin- 
bcriu^  3nd  gu]ar»  but  at  the  fiuoe*  time  very  fufpicious  inftances  of  imperi»t 
la  cu,  An.  gig^gjjgy  J  jjjg  cdifts  publilhed  by  Tiberius,  and  by  Marcus  Aa* 
toninus,  and  defigncd  npt  only  to  prote£^  the  innocence  of  the 

Chriftians,  but  even  to  proclaim  tbofc  ftupcndoua  miracles  which 
had  attefted  the  truth  of  their  dodriae.  The  firijk  of  tbeie  e?uimple8 
is  attended  with  ibme  di£BcQkie*  wbidi  might  perplex  a  fceptical 
mind  We  are  required  to  believei  that  Pontius  Pilate  informed 
the  emperor  of  the  unjuft  fentcnce  of  death  which  he  had  pro- 
nounced againfl  an  innocent,  and,  as  It  appeared,  a  divine,  perfon; 
and  that  without  acquiring  the  merit,  he  expofcd  himfelf  to  the 
danger,  of  martyrdom  ;  that  Tiberius,  who  avowed  his  contempt  for 
all  religion,  immediately  conccircd  the  defign  of  placing  the  Jcwlfh 
Mefliah  among  the  gods  of  Rome ;  that  his  fervile  fenate  ventured 
*o  difobcy  the  commands  of  their  raafler  ;  that  Tiberius,  inftead  of 
rcfcnting  their  refufal,  contented  himfelf  with  proteiliog  the  Chrif- 
tians from  the  feverity  of  the  laws,  many  years  before  fuch  laws. 
were  enaQed,  or  before  the  church  had  aflfumed  any  diftinil  name 
orexiftence;  and  laflly,  thai  the  memory  of  this  extraordinary 
tranfa£lion  was  prcferved  In  the  moft  pu!)Iic  and  authentic  records,, 
which  efcaped  the  knowledge  of  tlie  hiftorians  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
and  were  only  vifiblc  to  the  eyes  of  an  African  Chriftian,  who  com^- 
pofed  his  apology  one  hundred  and  fixty  years  after  the  death  oF 
Tiberius.    The  edidl  of  Marcus  Antoninus  is  inp^iufcd  to  have  been- 

• 

the  effedl  of  his  devotion  and  gratitude,  for  the  miraculous  deliver- 
ance which  he  had  obtained  in  the  Marcomannic  war.  The  diftrefi 
of  the  legions,  the  feafonahle  tempeft  of  rain  and  hail,  of  thunder 
and  of  lightning,  and  the  difmay  and  defeat  of  the  barbarians,  have 
been  celebrated  by  the  eloquence  of  feveral  pagan  writers.  If  there- 
were  any  Chriftians  in  that  army,  it  was  natural  that  they  fhould 
afcribe  fome  merit  to  the  fervent  prayers,  which  in  the  moment  of 
danger  they  had  ofiered  up  for  their  own  and  the  public  iiiifety. 
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Bsc  we  are  iBIl  affured  hj  momimeiitt  of 'brals  and  marblet  by  the 
imperial  medala,  aod  hf  the  Aotbotne  cdluoui,  that  neither  die 
priofie  nor  (he  people  entertained  any  feafe  of  this  fignal  obligation^ 
•finbe  they  unanimoufly  attribute  their  ddiyefance  to  the  providence 
of  Jopiter,  and  to  the  interpofition  of  Mercary*:  During  the  whole 
courfe  cf  his  reign,  Marcns  defpifed  the  Chriftians  as  a  philoTopheri 
•aiid  podihed  them  a^  a  ioTereiga 

a  fingular  &faiity»  the  hard(hipi.wBkh  they  h4d^  endured  on-  a!%!f«  » 
der  the  govfrnment  of  a  wtuoua  princei.  immediaiiely  ceafed  on  the  ^^^j^ 
aeceflion  of  a  tyrant*  and  as  none  except  themlel vet-  had  ekperien-  ^'^^'^  g^** 
ced  the  injnftice     MarcttH  ib  they  alone  were  prdteQed  by  the 
lenity  of  Gomiaodua.  The  edebrated  Marcia»  .the  mofk  favoured 
his  coocut^nea^  and  who  at  length  contrived  the  murder  of  hter  iiil^ 
penal  lover,  entertained  a  irogular-  a6fo£Uon         the  oppreffed 
church  ;  and  though  it  Was  impoffible  that  (he. could  reconcile  the 
practice  of  vice  with  the  precepts  of  the  GorpeU  ihe  might  hope 
atone  liar  the  frailties  of  her  Tex  and  profefliQfi»  byrdedariqg  herfelf 
.the  patronefs  of  the  ChriAians       Under  the  gracious  prote^a- 
of  Ma^cia,  they  pafTed  in  fiUety  the  thirteen  years  of  a  cruel  ty* 
ranny ;  and  when  the  empire  was  eftablifhed  in  the  houfe  of  Sever 
rus,  they  formed  a  domeftic  but  more  honourable  coimexion  with 
the  new  court.    The  emperor  was  perfuaded,  that,  in  a  dangerous 
ficknefs,  he  had  derived  fome  benefit,  either  fpiritual  or  phyfica!, 
from  the  lioly  oil,  vwith  which  one  of  his  flavcs  had  anointed  him. 
He  always  treated  with  peculiar  diftindlion  feveral  pcrfons  of  both 
fexes  who  had  embraced  the  new  religion.    The  nurfc,  as  well  as 
the  preceptor,  ofCaracalla,  were  Chriftians;  and  if  that  young  prince 
ever  betrayed  a  fbntiment  of  humanity,  it  was  occafioned  by  an  in- 
cident, which,  however  triHing,  bore  fome  relation  to  the  caufc  of 
Chriftianity        Under  the  reign  of  Sevcrus,  the  fury  of  the  popu- 
lace was  checked,  the  rigour  of  ancient  laws  was  for  fome  time  ful^ 
fended  s,.aod  the  provincial  governors  were  fatisfied  with  receiving 
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«a  smnal  prefent  front  the  chufchea  within  their  jurifdidiAaf.  at  the 
■price*  or  at'  tbe  tcmtd^  o£  thdr  moderation."' V  The  toiutsnmfy 
coDcerniog  the  predfetine  of  the  caIdi»tMi»  oiC  Eaftev  ataied  the 
bifliops  of  Afis  and.  Italy  aga'tnft  each-  oilicr«  and.  wat  confidbred  » 
llie  moft  important  hnfinda  of.  this  period!  of  Irifnre  and  ttanquil- 
litj  Nor  waa  the*  peace,  of  the  chorob  mteBropted;.  .t31  ^  ii»> 
creafii^  nnmhera  of  profelytea  feem  at  length  to  have  atdsOai'tte 
i.i>.  ipa.  attention,  and  tor  hm  aOenatiid  the  mind*  of  Severiis.  With  the 
ddign  of  isftnming^  the  pcogra^'of  ChriiBanityt.  he  ptt^ 
^ast^  ifhicb»  thongb  it  fiKmedm  aflSaft  onh^  the  newr  conacgta»  oouU 
not  he  carried  mt»  faifib  eaBeebtoj  witiMiiiK  ci^pefing.  oaduger  and 
paniihment  the  mdft  aealaaa  of  their  teachers  and)  mUnomuiei.  In 
thtt  mitigatBd  peifdootibnt  w^'maf  fitil  difeover'  the  indblgent  %wit 
of  Rsome  and  of  Polytheifiny  ^idh  rtadlly  adtottted^every  exoolk 
in  favour  of  thoik  who  pra€Kfed  ndigious*oeiemoniie»«f  their  fit* 
thert'-. 

or  the  fuccef.      fitit.  the  IttfTB  which  Sever  US' bad'  enaded  foon  ei^ired 
rus.  the  authority  of  that  emperor  j  and'  the*  Chriftiaiis»  after  this 

^J^'*"""  accidental  tempefl,  enjoyed  a  calm  of  thirty-ei^hr  ycai*'".  TiH 
this  period  they  had  u(\iaUy  held  their  aiTembHes  in  private  hoirf!;i 
hnd'iijqaeftered^pkcesi  They  were  ilow  permitted  to^dreft  and  oon^ 
fteratfc'convenieiitfedifibea'  for  the  purpofe  of  religious  worfiBp""} 
to  purcUafe  lands^  even-  at  Rome  itiUf*  for  tlieiiii;  of  tbe  oonumi- 
nity ;  and'  to  conduct  the  elbdlbns  of  iheiir  ecclefikilical  miniRert  in 
&  public*  "bttt  at'  tl^  fiiine  time  in  Co  exemptarrl  a  manner,  as  to 
deiarye  the  i%rMjQful'att«iti^  the  Gentika  Tliia  long  rcpofe 
of  the  church  waa.  accompanied  with  dignity.  Tbe  reigni  of  tfioft 
princea-  who  derivedt  thdr  cxtaAie&  fxoo^  the  Afiacia  provinces 
pl»£ve4.  tb&  moft.  fiiwoun^e'.tD-  tl^  Quiftitna  }  the.  emioenr  per<» 
fern  of  the  kOt  inftea4  pit  \»Mg.sa^mt6i  Uh  implofe  the  pro* 
teabn..qf  a.  ^e*  or  copcubinep  iaere  ada(Mt(ff|finiie.  tho;  palace  iq 
th^  honourable  eharaftera  of  prieftt  and  philofophers  ^  and  their 
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myfterioiw  tlo£brincs  which  were  already  tllfiuicd  among  the  people, 

infcnfibly  attraded  the  curlofity  of  -their  i'ovcrcigns.    When  tlK  cm-  A.  D.  aiS. 

prds  Mamm?ta  paflcd  through  Autiooh,  fhc  cxprcflcd  a  dcfire  of 

cx>nvcriuig  with  the  celebrated  Odgen,  the  fame  of  whoic  piety  and 

learning  was  fprcad  ovcir  the  EafL    Origen  otieyed  fo  flattering  aa 

invitation,  ajid  though  lie  could  not  cxpcd  to  fuccccd  in  the  con- 

verfion  of  an  artful  and  ambitious  woman,  fhe  Uftened  with  pleafure 

to  his  cloijucnt  exhortations,  and  honourably  difmifl'ed  him  to  hi3 

retirement  in  Paleflixxe      TheiJeAtiinctitsof  Mammaa  were  adopted 

by  tier  fan  AloKaiuier,  aad  the  pSkUoCopbic  devotion  of  that  emperor 

was  marked  by  a  fiogular  but  anjudicioM  fi^aid  4o€  tkit  Chriftioa 

fcligioD.  In  Ids  idMsnAk  dMpd  lieiplMci  the  HitpMof  iHbraWn, 

of  Oifbeuft,  i^xilioittiw,  'utdja£<3uiJBt,  as  of  the  4boft  pd^wftabl* 

figet  «rlio-M  ifliftfoftod-aialdnd  ia  the  varioat  nodei  «f 

fing  their  iMMge  to  theibptcHie  -mmI  miivcrfal  deiqr       A  purer 

fild^  -atitcBU  w  Morihifmvftaop^ty  profefled  audi  pnidifel  amoii^ 

hb  faohftImM:  -  JBiO»pB,  peri^ipa  -fiir  the  ML  ^om,  'mmt  ftm  ac 

ceact  I  -audi  vfiiar  ifa  dtaiibiaf  AkniiABr,.ivhea  ifae  inhiiniaa  Maci-  ^^^^ 

mia  idUchafgad  hti  iury.on- <be ■Ikooirket  tad  femati  of  h»«n>! 

aaid  q6  both-ftaWf  woDoanvdlatd  sa'die  ^fonftuoot  iiaflfaeBCii  vUdi^ 
aaf:llvir  '.aeamni>  Ihaa  hapMiKilf  ceeebcd  tiw  aaaie  of  £erleB»« 

MataMiflindtag  th^  anid  ifilj^ditmof  ManaHO^  ^  iiaaa  of  of M..;m...., 
tin  ilialiantr  ^gaiaft-dirfjGbaiftaai  me  of  .a'any  Istal  and  tem^  ^p>  *<"^ 
^ar7,nataie»  iod  <he  faoai  Origea^  vdukidbacB  pn&aibad  M  a 
devoad  viaidi,  irta  MUjBilcrikd-toadMBf  tiietn<h»a£  theOol^ 
to  the  ear  >df 'aMOaaha''**.  He.  addaeAd  lemal  afi^as  leaasa  iLO. 
to  the  empevor  Phflip*  to  his  wife,  and  to  his  laolfaer;  aad  at  ftoa 
ia  Omt  islnceyf^  ifia:hHn»  ia  fdds  JidigfeMhodd  rtf 'EaMKiie^  . 
M  aTurped  fba  kafkM  fepufe^^H^Oicilliani  :Bci|a«ad  «inBBd 
and  aiKiate*  The piiblieaairsfca$aitial  teat. cfjnUi^ 
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•wards  the  feftaries  of  the  new  religion,  and  his  conftant  reverence 
for  the  minifters  of  the  church,  gave  feme  colour  to  the  fufpicion, 
vrhich  prevailed  in  his  own  times,  that  the  emperor  himfelf  had 
become  a  convert  to  the  faith  "* ;  and  afforded  fome  grounds  for  a 
fable  which  was  afterwards  invented,  that  he  had  been  purified  by 
confeflion  and  pcnnancc  from  the  ftain  of  guilt,  which  he  had  con- 
trad;ed  by  the  murder  of  his  innocent  predeceffbr  "'.    The  fall  of 
A.  D.  149.    Philip,  introduced,  with  the  change  of  mafters,  a  new  fyftem  of 
government,  fo  oppreflive  to  the  Chriftiaiis,  that  their  former  con- 
ditioD,  ever  Gnce  the  time  of  Domitian,  was  reprefented  as  a  iUte  of 
perfe£k  freedom  and  fecurity,  if  compared  with  the  rigorous  treat- 
ment which  they  experienced  under  the  fliort  reign  of  Decius 
The  virtues  of  that  prince  will  fcarccly  allow  us  to  fufpcG  that  he 
was  aduated  by  a  mean  refentment  againfl  the  favourites  of  his 
predecelTor,  and  it  is  more  reafooable  to  believe,  that  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  his  general  defign  to  reftore  the  purity  of  Roman  manners, 
he  was  defirous  of  delivering  the  empire  from  what  he  condemned 
as  a  recent  and  criminal  fuperftition.    The  bilhops  of  the  moft  con- 
fidcrable  cities  were  removed  by  exile  or  death  ;  the  vigilance  of 
the  magillrates  prevented  the  clergy  of  Rome  during  fixtecn  months 
from  proceeding  to  a  new  cicdion  ;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Chridians,  that  the  emperor  would  more  patiently  endure  a  compe- 
titor for  the  purple,  than  a  bifhop  in  the  capital        Were  it  polllble 
to  fuppofe  that  the  penetration  of  Decius  had  difcovered  pride  under 
the  difguifc  of  humility,  or  that  he  could  forefee  the  temporal  do* 
minion  which  might  infenfibly  arife  from  the  claims  of  fpiritiul 
authority,  we  might  be  lefs  furprifed,  that  he  fhould  confider  the 
fucceffors  of  Su  Peter  as  the  moft  formidable  rivals  to  thofe  of  Au- 

^Valerian,      Tlic  adminiftration  of  Valerian  was  diilinguifhed  by  a  levity  and 
Mnj^hir"-     inconftaiicy,  ill  fuited  to  the  gravity  of  the  Roman  Cenfor.    In  the 
au^fol^  firft  part  of  hi*  rcigo,  he  furpaifed  ia  clemency  thofc  princes  who 
.  had 
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had  been  fttfpeaed  of  an  atttchment  to  the  Ghriftian  hkh.  In  thi 
laft  three  yean  and  a  half,  liftening  to  the  infinuations  of  aminiftei* 
addided  to  die  foperftitioQa  of  X^pti  he  adopted  the  maxims,  and 
imitated  the  Severity  of  hit  predeceflbr  Decioa  The'  aoceffion  of 
GalienttSt  which  iocrcafed  the  calamities  of  the  empire,  reftored 
peace  to  the  church ;  and  the  Chriftiant  obtamed  the.  free  exerctfe  of 
their reH^on,  byan  ediA  addrefled  to  the  bifhope,'and  conceived  iu  fodi 
terms  as  Teemed  to  acknowledge  their  office  and  public  charader'*'. 
The  ancient  laws,  without  being  formally  repealed,  were  fuffered  to  A.D.  t6o-* 
fink  into  oblivion ;  and  (excepting  only  fome  hoftile  intentions 
which  are  attributed  to  the  emperor  Aureliah'**)  the  di(ci^ea  of  . 
Ghrift  pafled  above  forty  years  in  a  (late  of  profperity,  far  mote 
dangerous  to  their  virtue  than  the  fevered  trials  of  perfecution. 

The  ftory  of  Paul  of  Samofata,  who  filled  the  metropolitan  fee  of  Paul  «f 
Antioch,  while  the  Eaft  was  in  the  hands  of  Odenathus  and  Zeno* 


bia,  may  fcrve  to  illuftrate  the  condition  and  charader  of  the  times.  ^^'^^ 
The  wealth  of  that  prelate  was  a  fufficient  evidence  of  his  guilt, 
(ince  it  was  neither  derived  from  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers,  nor 
acquired  by  the  arts  of  honeil  induftry.  But  Paul  confidered  the 
fcrvice  of  the  church  as  a  very  lucrative  profeffion  His  ecclefiafti- 
cal  jurifdit^lion  was  venal  and  rapacious  ;  he  extorted  frequent  con- 
tributions from  the  moft  opulent  of  the  faithful,  and  converted  to 
his  own  ufe  a  conriderable  part  of  the  public  revenue.  By  his 
pride  and  luxury,  the  Ghriftian  religion  was  rendered  odious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Gentiles.  His  council  chamber  and  his  throne,  the  fplen- 
dor  with  which  he  appeared  in  public,  the  fuppliant  crowd  who  fo- 
licited  his  attention,  the  multitude  of  letters  and  petitions  to  which 
he  dictated  his  anfwcrs,  and  the  perpetual  hurry  of  bufinefs  in 
which  he  was  involved,  were  circumftancea  much  better  fuited  to 
the  ftate  of  a  civil  magiftrate  than  to  the  humility  of  a  primi- 
tive bifliop.  When  he  harangued  his  people  from  the  pulpit,  Pauli 
affeded  the  figurative  ilyle  and  the  theatrical  geAures  of  an  Afiatic 

VoL.L  4C  fophift,  ^ 
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fophift,  while  the  cathedral  refounckd  wiih  the  loudeft  and  moft  ex- 
travagant acclamations  in  the  praiie  of  his  divine  eloquence.  Againft 
thole  who  refifted  his  power,  or  refufed  to  flatter  hia  vanity,  the 
prelate  of  Antioch  was  arrogant,  rigid,  and  inexorable  ;  but  he  re- 
laxed theS  difcipline,  and  lavilhed  the  treafurea  of  the  church  on  hi» 
dependent  clergy,  who  were  permitted  to  imitate  their  mafter  ia 
the  gratification  of  every  fenfual  appetite.  For  Paul  indulged  him-» 
felf  very  freely  in  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  and  he  had  received 
into  the  epifcopal  palace  two  youog  and  beautiful  women>  as  the 
conftant  companions  of  his  Icifure  momenta 
jjei»«fcfrid-  Notwithftanding  thefe  fcandalous  vices,  if  Paul  of  Samofata 
cdKomthe  j^^^  prcfervcd  the  purity  of  the  orthodox  faith,  his  reign  over  the 
capital  of  Syria  would  have  ended  only  with  his  life ;  and  had  a 
feafonable  perfecution  intervened,  an  effort  of  courage  might  perhaps 
have  placed  him  in  the  rank  of  faints  and  martyrs.  Some  nice  and 
fubtle  errors,  which  he  imprudently  adopted  and  obftinately  main- 
(ained}  concerning  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  excited  the  zeal  and 
tAdignation  of  the  eailera  churches  From  Egypt  to  the  Euxine 
iMp  the  bilhops  were  in  arms  and  in  motion.  Several  councils 
were  held,  confutations  were  publiihed,  excommunications  were 
pronounced,  ambiguous  explanations  were  by  turns  accepted  and 
lefufed,  treatiea  wei«  concluded  and  violated,  and  at  length  Paul  of 
Samolata  waa  degraded  ifom  lu»  epifcopal  charader,  by  the  fentence 
ef  hnoty  or  eighty  bifliaiph  who,  affimbbd  for  that  purpofe  ae 
Antiocli,  and  wbo^  wUhovl  coafultiiig  the  righn  of  tkt  clergy  or 
people,  appointed  a  futsx&n  by  ibar  owa  aiidiortty.  The  manifeft 
arccgttlaritjr  of  thia  pvoccediog  iaonaied  the  mimbesa  of  tbe  ^tooo* 
tanted  h£doa  $  and  as  FtooU  who  waa  no  flranger  to  Ae  arcs  of 
■oustSt  kid  infiniMtcid  hiafetf  into  the  lavow  of  SBeoohia,  he  main- 
tmed  above  four  years  the  poflbflioii  of  the  epifcopal  houTe  and* 
ofie^  The  viaory  of  AureKaa  changed  the  Aoe  of  the  Eaft,  and 
tkt  two  contendiug  parties,  who  applied  to.eaek  other  il^epiAeta 
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of  ftbifia'  tad  heidy»  wen  eittaef  coflunaiided  or  perinitted  to  0ead 
tbdr  fltufe  ^before  ihe  tribunil  of  the  conqueror.  Tbit  |Aibtie  tild 
very  (logoltr  trial  affordt  k  contindn^  proof,  that  the-  atifteiiGe> 
the  property*  the  ^ilege*,  and  the  lotemal  policy  itf  the  C3irHKadi 
were  adcoowkdged,  if  not  by  the  laWt,  at  leaft  by  the  nutgiflratei 
of  the  eiDpire.  A*  a  pagan  and  at  a  Ibldier,  it  coild  Ibarcely  ht 
espe6ked  that  Aurelian  Ihould  enter  into  the  difcoj^ftf  #&ether  Hht 
fentitteflta  of  Paul  or  tbofe  of  hit  adterftries  ^re  mdft  n^tteMi  ti. 
thetrueftandardoftheoitlKidBK£dih.  Hia  detetmbatkiii,  however)  The  rmtence 
VTM  iDunded  on  the  genenl  prindplet  of  e^lty  and  realbn.  He  Aure'i^an'  ^' 
eoafideied  the  biffaopB  of  Italy  «•  the  teoft  itepardil  and  fdp^ble  ^  ^* 
jndgee  among  the  Ghrillnnt,  and  a*  loon  as  he  liia  tnfbrnied,  that 
they  bad  unaoimaofly  approved  the  featence  of  the  council,  he  ac- 
quicfced  in  their  opinioD|  and  immediatety  gave  orders  that  Paul 
ihottld  be  compelled  to  relinquifh  the  tentporal  pofTeffions  belonging 
to  an  {^Sect  of  which,  in  the  judgnienC  of  his  brethren,  he  had 
been  jttffly  d^fhed.  Bat  while  we  applaud  the  juffice,  we  Should 
not  overlook  the  poHcyt  of  Aurelian }  yAo  wai  defirbus  of  reftorbg 
^aud  cementmg  the  dependanoe  of  provinceM  on  the  capital,  by  every 
means  iriiich  could  lund  the  iniereft  or  pr^uAoeaof  any  part  of  Ini 
fiibjeOs*". 

Amidft  die  frequent  revolutions  of  the  empire,  the  ChriAiana  (fiH  ^^^^ 
flooriCied  in  pesee  and  i»x»rperity ;  and  notwitfafianding  a  cde-  the  church 
brated  aera  of  martyrs  has  been  deduced  from  the  acccffion  of  Dio-  t\'ia" 
detiaa  '*%  the  new  fyftem  of  policy,  introduced  and  maintained  by 
the  wildom  of  that  prince,  continued,  during  more  than  eighteen 
years,  to  breathe  the  mildefl  and  mod  liberal  fpirit  of  religious  tole** 
ration.    The  mind  of  Diocletian  himfelf  was  lefs  adapted  indeed  to 
fpeculative  inquiries,  than  to  the  adive  labours  of  war  and  govern- 
ment.  His  prudence  rendered  him  averfe  to  any  great  innovation, 
and  though  his  temper  -was  not  very  fufceptible  of  zeal  or  enthu- 
fiafin,  he  always  maintained  an  habitual*  regard  for  the  ancient 

4C  a  deities 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


5«i  THE  DBCtlNB  AND  FALL  ' 

deities  of  the  empire.    But  the  leifurc  of  the  tyro  empreflei,  of  hii» 
wife  Prifca  and  of  Valeria  his  daughter,  permitted  then  to  liften 
with  more  attention  and  rcfpcdl  to  the  tnitht  of  Oiriftiaiuty-,  ythkti 
in  every  age  has  acknowledged  its  important  oUigattons  to  female 
devotion'".    The  principal  .eunuchs,  Lncian '»*  and  Doiotheus; 
Gorgonius  and  Andrew,  who  attended  the  perfon,- poflefled  tlie  fa- 
vour, and  governed  the  houfebold,  of  Diocletian,  protoM  bj  their 
powerful  influence  the  faith  which  they  bad  embraced.    Their  er- 
.      •   •    ample  was  imitated  by  many  of  the  moft  confidcrable  officers  of  the 
palace,  who,  in  their  refpedive  ftations.  had  the  care  of  the  imperial 
ornaments,  of  the  robes,  of  the  furniture,  of  the  jewels,  and  even 
of  the  private  treafury;  and,  though  it  might  fomciimes  be  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  accompany  the  empcBor  when  he  facriHccd  in 
the  temple'",  they  enjoyed,  with  their  wives,  their chUdrcn,  and 
their  Haves,  the  free  exercife  of  tlie  Chriftian  religion.  Diodetian 
and  his  colleagues  frequently  conferred  the  moft.  important  offices 
on  thofe  perfons  who  avowed  their  abhoricnce  for  the  worftipof 
the  Gods,  but  who  had  difplayed  abilities  proper  for  the  ferviceof 
the  ftate.    The  bifliops  held  an  honourable  rank  in  their  cefpeaive 
.   provinces,  and  were  treated  with  diftinaion  and  refpcQ,  not  only  by 
the  people,  but  by  the  magiftrates  themfelves.   Almoa  in  every 
city,  the  ancient  churches  were  found  infufficient  to  contain  the  In- 
creafing  multitude  of  profelyte^;  and  in  their  place  more  flately 
and  capacious  edifices  were  eredied  for  the  public  worfhip  of  the 
faithful.    The  corruption  of  manners  and  principles,  fordWy 
lamented  by  Eufebius  "%  may  be  confidered,  not  only  as  a  confc. 
quence  but  as  a  proof  of  the  hberty  which  the  Chriftians  tniafti 
and  abufed  under  the  reign  of  Diocletian.    Ptofperity  had  rel«ed 
the  nervcaof  difciplioe.  Fraud,  envy,  and  malice,  prevailed  in  every 
congregation.    The  preibyters  afpired  to  the  epifcopal  office,  whicb 
?wy  day  became  an  objcdl  more  worthy  of  their  ambition.  Th» 
Whojs,  who  contended  with  each  other  foe  ecdefiaftical  pie- 
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eminence  appeued  by  Aetr  coodu&  to  daim  a  (eeular  and  tfran* 
nical  power  in  the  church;  and  the  lively  faith  which  flill  diftin- 
ipiilhed  the  ChriftiaiM  from  the  Gendles»  was  Ihewn  much  kft  m 
their        than  m  their  oontroveifial  writings. 

,  Nocwithftandins  this  (eembg  ficnrity*  an  attentive  obferver  Vngnb  of 
might  difoem  ibme  fymptoms  that  threatened  the  chnrch  with  21  perdition 
more  videot  perfecntion  than  any  which  Ihe  had  yet  endured.  The  i^j^''**  . 
2es}  and  rspid  progreTs  of  the  Ghriftians  awakened  the  Pblydieifta 
from  dittr  fopine  indifference  in  die  canfe  of  tbofe-  deities»  whon^ 
cufhun  and  edncition  had  Uught  them  to  revere.  The  mutual  pfo* 
vocations  of  a  rdigious  war*  which,  had  already  coAtioucd  above 
two  hundred  years,  eKa(peratcd  the  ammofity  of  the  coaiending* 
parties.  The  Pagans  were  inoenfed  at  the  raflinels'of  a-  recent  and" 
oblcore  HeEkt  which  prefumed  to  accufe  their  countrymen  of  error; 
aad  10  devote  dieir  anceftors  to  eternal  miiery»  The  habits  of  jufti- 
fying  the  popidar  mythology  againil  the  inve^iyes  of  an  impla-' 
cable  enemy,  produced  in  their  minds  fome  ientiments  of  faith  and 
xevetcnce  for  a  fyRem  which  they  had  beenr  'accuflomed  to  confider 
ydHtk  themoft  eareleis  levity.  Thefupematural  powers  aflumed  by  the 
churdi  infpixed  at  the  fame  time  terror  and  emulation.  The  fol- 
lowers of  the  eftablifhed  religioa  intrenched  tbanfelves  behind  »  ■ 
fimilar  fortification  of  prodigies  ;  invented  new  modes  of  facrifice,- 
of  exfnation}  and  of  initiation  ''^ ;  attempted  to  revive  the  credit  of. 
their  expiring  oracles  "* ;  and  liftened  with  eager  credulity  to  every 
ifflpoftor*  who  flattered  their  prejudices  by  a  tale  of  wonders  ". 
Both,  parties  Teemed  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  thofc  miracles* 
which  were  claimed  by  their  adverfaries  ;  and  while  they  were  con- 
tented with  afcribiog  them  to  the  arts  of  magic,  and  to  the  powei< 
of  dxmonst  they  mutually  concurred  in  reftoring  and  cftablifhing 
the  reign  fupcrftition Philofophy,  her  moft  daD^^crous  ene- 
myt  was  now  converted  into  her  moft  uieful  ally.  The  groves  of 
theacsdemyi  the  gardens,  of  Epicurusi  and  cjren  the  portico  of  th^ 
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Stottif  ime  almoft  deferted*  at  io  IM07  difFerent  fchools  of  fccpti- 
ofin  or  impiety  :  and  many  among  the  Romans  were  defirout 
that  the  writings  of  Gcero  (hould  be  condemned  and  fupprefTed  by 
the  authority  of  the  lenate  1  he  prevailing  (cCt  of  tlie  new  Pla- 
tffgttiHtiB*  }u4ged  it  prudent  to  conned  thcmfclvcs  with  the  prlc(h, 
-whom  perhaps  they  defpifed,  againft  the  Chriftiana,  v/hom  they  had 
reafon  to  fear.  Thefe  fafhionablc  philofophers  profecoted  the  de- 
fign  of  exlradUng  allegorical  wifdom  from  the  fidions  of  the  Greelc 
poets ;  inflitutcd  myfterious  rites  of  devotion  for  the  ufc  of  their 
chofcn  difciples ;  recommended  the  worfhip  of  the  ancient  gods  as 
the  emblems  or  minifters  of  the  fuprcrae  deity,  and  compofed  againft 
the  faith  of  the  gofpel  many  elaborate  trcatifes  which  have 
fince  been  committed  to  the  flamc»  by  the  prudence  of  orthodox 
emperors'**. 

Although  the  policy  of  Diocletian  and  the  humanity  of  Coa" 
ftantius  inclined  them  to  preferve  iimolate  Ae  tnaxims  of  toler»- 
tion,  it  was  fooB  difcovered  that  thdr*  two  affixutes*  Nftodraiaa 
and  Galerius,  entertaiaed  the  moft  implacable  aTcrfimi  for  the 
aame  and  religiofi  of  tlie  Glinfiiaiit.  The  miadt  of  tfaofe  prin* 
cea  had  never  been  enlightened  hf  icienee ;  edueadon  bad  nerer 
fijf^ened  Uicir  temper.  They  owed  dieir  grcatnefi  to  liieir  livords, 
and  in  their  moft  eferated  finrtone-  Aey  9SSk  fetaiaed  die  IbperfHo 
tious  prejudkea  of  feldien  and  pea&atB»  In  the  genetal  idnuni- 
ibation  of  the  pKmneea  tbey  obeyed  Ac  kwi  which  their 
fador  liad  eflablilhod  }  but  dicf  frequently  finmd  occafions 
eifing  within  their  camp  and  palaces  a  iecret  perfecution  ftv 
which  the  imprudent  zeal  of  the  Cbriftiant  IbmetinMi  offisred  tb« 
moft  fpedout  pretences.  A  Icntence  of  death  was  execnied  npoa 
Mazimilianusi  an  Afncan  yoadi,  who  had  been  produced  by  hit  own 
&ther  before  the  magiftrate  at  a  fnffident  and  legal  recmit»  but 
who  obftioately  perfifted  in  diedaring,  diat  hit  coniaence  would  not 
ipermit  him  to  embrace .  the  profeflion  of  a  Ibldicr       It  could 
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Icarcely  be  expeded  that  any  government  ihoulti  ruflfer  the  action 
of  MarccIIus  the  Centurion  to  pafs  with  impunity.  On  the  day  of 
a  public  feftival,  that  officer  threw  away  his  belt,  his  arms,  and  the 
eniigns  of  his  office,  and  exclaimed  with  a  loud  voice,  that  he  would 
obey  none  but  Jefus  Chrift  the  eternal  King,  and  that  lie  renounced 
for  ever  the  ufe  of  carnal  weapons,  and  the  fcrvice  of  an  idolatrous 
mafler.  The  foldiers,  as  foon  as  they  recovered  from  their  afto- 
nifliment,  fccurcd  the  perfon  of  MarccIIus.  He  was  examined  in 
the  city  of  Tingi  by  the  prefidcnt  of  that  part  of  Mauritania;  and 
as  he  was  convidcd  by  his  own  confeffion,  he  was  condemned  and. 
beheaded  for  the  crime  of  defcrtion  Examples  of  fuch  a  nature^ 
favour  much  lefs  of  religious  perfecution  than  of  martial  or  everv 
civil  law :  but  thqr  ferved  to  alienate  the  mind  of  the  emperors,  to 
juftify  the  Ctvaity  of  Galerius,  who  difmiffed  a  great  number  of 
ChriAiaix  officers  fcom  their  employ  men ta;  and  to  atithortze  the 
opinion,  tltaia  Aft  at  cnthuliafts,  which  Vfcmed  principles  fo  re- 
pugnant to  tlie  pidilic  iafcty,  nuift  ttther  leiuia  v^eleh,  or  waoli 
ftoD  bcooBie  daagerow  fubjeas  of  die  coipbe; 
After  the  ibcccft  of  tlw  Fedbur  mr  hwl  nileddie  lume»  ad  dit  Gakiiat^pn*. 

"imDIo- 


repatatkm  of  Galerius,  he  pafled  a  winter  with  Dibdetum  in.  tht  ^,MtoS^ 
y^of  NtoooMdl^  and  the laie  of  Chriftiaiikjr m  the  objeQ  of  1;"^;^^;°;^' 
thdr  fenttcottTuliationt '*^  The  eaperienced  «mpeior  «m  ftUliiK 
dinod  to-puxfue  mealbw*-  of  lenity;,  nd  tbongb  he  readily oen» 
lented  to  cxchide  the  Chrifiiana  fionn  boldiog  any  cnployiiwntt  in. 
the  honfthold  oe  the  anny«  be  niged  in  the  Iboqgeft  lemwthe  di»» 
ger  aa  weil'aa  emdty  of  Ihidding  the  blood  of  thole  ddndedlanei*^ 
lies.  Gaferiua  at  length  extorted  hom  him  Ae  peami&mief  fiaa*- 
■loniiig  a  coundU  compoTed  of  a  few  pcrfons  die  nx)ftdifttngtitAedi 
inthe-dnril  and  military  departments  of  the  ftate;  The  impeatuK 
^oeftion  was  agitated  in  their  prefence,  and.  thofe  aflihilioiie  cour- 
tiers eafily  diiceined«  that  it  waa  incumbent  on  them  to  {ocumdr  hy 
dieur  doqueiCQ^  the  importiMiiite  lialence  of  thcQaiiw.  Inioai^be; 
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prefumcd,  that  they  infifted  on  every  topic  which  might  intereft  the 
pride,  the  piety,  or  the  fears  of  their  fuvcreign  in  the  deftrudtion 
of  Qiriftianity.  Perhaps  they  reprcfented,  that  the  glorious  work 
of  the  deliverance  of  the  empire  was  left  imperfeil,  as  long  as  aa 
independent  people  was  permitted  to  fubfift  and  multiply  in  the 
heart  of  the  provinces.  The  Chriftians  (it  might  fpccioufly  be 
alleged)  renounciog  the  gods  and  the  ioRitutions  of  Rome,  had 
conllituted  a  difttnft  republic,  which  might  yet  be  fupprelTed  before 
it  had  acquired  any  military  force ;  bat  which  was  already  govieroed 
by  its  own  lawt  and  magiftnlea,  was  pofleffisd  of  a  poliiic  treafurct 
and  wai  intimately  conncded.  in  all  its  parts,  hy  die  ficeqnent  aflem* 
blaet  of  the  biflu^,  to  wkde  decrees  thiir  nuTineroiU  and  opulent 
•eoQgre;gations  yielded  an  taplicit  obedience.  Ai^gnmenta  like  ihdei 
may  Cetm  to  have  determined  die  sdiiQant  mind  of  Diodetian  to 
embiabe  a  new  fyflem  <of  perlecutioQ :  but  diough  we  may  fufped, 
it  it  not  in  our  power  to.  rdat^  the  lecret  intrigues  of  the  palace^ 
the  {iriTate^ews  and  refisntments,  the  jealoufy  of  women,  or  eu- 
nuchs, and  all  thofe  trifling  but  decifive  caufts  which- ib  often  in- 
fluence die  fyft  of  empiieSf  and  the  counJels  of  the  wifeft  mo- 
nawhi'^V 

DvK^amU  1^  l^eafiue  of  the  emperors  was  at  length  iignified  to  the 
^fSSS^  Chriftians,  who»  duriog  the  courie  of  this  melanchbly  winter,  had 
lidi'J^.  cxpeded,  with  anxiety,  the  refult  of  fo  many  fecret  conTultations. 

The  twenty-durd  of  February,  which  coincided  widi  the  Roman 
feftival  of  die  Terminalia  '^',  was  appointed  (whether  from  acci- 
dent or  defign)  to  fet  bouads  to  the  progreft  of  Ghriffianity.  At 
die  earlieft  dawn  of  day,  the  Prxtorian  praefedk  accompanied  by 
feveral  generals,  tribunes,  and  officers  of  the  revenue,  repaired  to 
die  principal  church  of  Nicomedia,  which  was  fituated  on  an  emi- 
nent in  the  mod  populous  and  beautiful  part  of  the  city.  The 
doors  were  indantly  broke  open;  they  ruQied  into  the  fanduary; 
and  as  they  iearched  ia  vain  for  fiime  vifibl^  obje£k  of  worfliip,  they 
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'yvete  obliged  to  content  themfelTes  vnih  coiniiiUtuigf  to  the  flames 
liie  irdumes  of  holy  fcripture.  The  minifters  of  IXoclctian  were 
followed  by  a  numerous  body  of  guards  and  pioneers,  who  marched 
in  order  of  battle,  and  were  provided  with  all  the  inftrumcnts  ufed 
in  the  deflrudton  of  fortified  cities.  By  their  inceflant  labour,  a 
facred  edifice,  which  towered  above  the  imperial  palace*  and  had 
long  excited  the  indignation  and  envy  of  the  Gentiles,  was  in  a 
few  hours  levelled  with -the  ground  "^ 

..>  The  next  day  the  general  edidl  of  pcrfecution  was  rublifhed     :  Thefiriiedia 

.         .        f.  .    .  agairll  the 

and  though  Diocletian,  ilill  averfe  to  the  effufion  of  blood,  had  mo-  Chriaiam. 
derated  the  fury  of  Galcrius,  who  propofcd,  that  every  one  refufing  bnmy.  *^ 
-to  offer  facrilicc,  fliould  immediately  be  burnt  alive,  the  penalties 
Jnfli£tcd  on  the  obftinacy  of  the  Cbriftiaus,  might  be  deemed  fulfi- 
.cicntly  rigorous  and  cfTcdlual.  It  was  enabled,  that  their  churches, 
-in  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire,  fliould  be  dcmolirhcd  to  their 
rfoundations  ;  and  the  punifhment  of  death  was  denounced  againft 
-all  who  (hould  prcfumc  to  hold  any  fecret  alTemblics  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  religious  worfhip.  The  phllofophers,  who  now  aflumcd  the 
'.unworthy  office  of  direding  the  blind  zeal  of  perfecution,  had  di- 
Jigently  ftudied  the  nature  and  genius  of  the  Chrillian  religion'; 
and  as  they  were  not  ignorant  that  the  fpeculativc  dodlrines  of  the 
faith  were  fuppofed  to  be  contained  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets, 
.the  cvangeliils,  and  the  apolUcs,  they  moft  probably  fuggcRcd  the  ; 
•order  that  the  bifhops  and  prefbyters  fliould  deliver  all  their 
■iacred  Iionks  into  the  hknds  of  the  raagiftrates,  who  were  com- 
manded, under  the.  fevcreft  penalties,  to  burn  them  in  a  pub- 
lic and.jblema  manner.  By  the-dmib-edi^l,  the  property  of  the 
church  .was  at.oneeoonfiicated-)  and- the  feveral  parts  of  - which  it 
might  confiftt  wexe  either ifold'^to  the  higheft- bidder,  united  co'tHi 
imperial  .doonuitlbeftowod  iA.  the  -lASei-'and  corporafionisi  or  granted 
«i  tte  fi>tiicitatiani:o£ 'rspadooi  4eoiirtienu  •  After  taki ng  fuch  -eifeei 
^aal  meirurei  to  aboIiflvdiefworthiiH  «nd'  ibi'dllfi»lTe  ihe-govel'if- 
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nMnt,  of  the  ChriHians,  it  was  thought  Decefikry  fa  fobjed  to  themofl 
intolerable  hardihipe  the  condition  of  thofe  perverfe  indmduals  who 
flumld  flill  rcjcd  the  religion  of  Nature,  of  Rome,^  nd  of  their 
ancedors.    Perfons  of  a  liberal  birth  were  declared  mo^Mfate  of 
holding  any  honours  or  employments  ;  flaves  were  for  ever  deprived 
of  the  hopes  of  freedom,  aiKi  the  whole  ho4y  of  the  people  wece 
put  out  of  the  protcdlion  of  the  law.    The  judges  wece  authorized 
to  hear  and  to  determine  every  «^Uoa  that  was  brought  againft  a 
-   ChiifiiaD.   But  the  ChrilUMis  wert  not  permitted  to  complain  of 
any  injury  which  they  themfelves  had  fufi^red  ;  and  thus  thofe 
fortunate  fc<f3:arics  were  expofed  to  the  feverity*  while  they  were  eai^ 
eluded  from  the  benefits,  of  public  juftice.    This  new  fpeciesof  inac>- 
tyrdom,  fo  painful  and  lingering,  fo  obfcure  and  ignonunioua,  was, 
perhaps,  the  moft  proper  to  weary  the  conftancy  of  the  faithful: 
nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  paiHons  and  intereft  of  mankind  were 
difpo£cd  on  this  occafion  to  iccond  the  defigna  of  the  cmperon.  fiat 
the  policy  of  a  welUordered  government  muft  femccimes  have  io- 
terpofcd  in  behalf  of  the  oppre0cd  Qirifiians ;  nor  was  it  poffible 
for  the  Roman  princes  entirely  to  remove  the  apprehenfioB  t£ 
punifliment,  or  to  connive  at  every  a^  of  fraud  and  viofence*  widi* 
oat  expofmg  their  own  authority  waA  the  fcft  of  liwic  firf>jeft»  m 
the  mod  alarming  dangers 
2cai  «nd  p3.      This  edifk  was  fcarcely  exhitnted  to  the  public  view,  in  the  moft 
OuiliaB.      confpicuous  place  of  NiccMsedia,  before  it  was  torn  down  by  the 
hands  of  a  ChrlAlan,  who  exprefled,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  hit* 
tercll  inve£tives,  his  corUempt  as  well  as  abhorrence  for  fadi  in^ 
pious  and  tyrannical  governors.    His  offence,  according  to  die 
milded  laws,  amouuted  to  treafon,  and  defervcd  death.    And  if  it 
fee  true  that  he  was  a  perfon  of  rank  and  education,  tliofe  circnm- 
ftance«  could  fcrve  only  to  aggravate  his  guilt-    He  was  burnt,  or 
rather  roafled,  by  a  flow  6re  ;  and  his  executioners,  zealous  to  re- 
wa^c  the  ^Swd  iubUl  'mbMtL  had  bce&offiuid  to  the  emperors^ 
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exlMiOed  cmy  refinement  of  cruelty,  without  beings  able  to  fubdoe 
his  patieooet  or  to  alter  the  fleady  and  tnibltiag  fmik  which  in  hit 
^jriog  ftgoniea  he  Aiii  preferred  in  bis  countenance.  The  Chriftiaiif» 
tiUMIgfa  they  eonlefled  that  hit  cooduA  had  not  been  ftridly  con- 
jermable  to  the  laws  of  prudence,  admired  the  divine  ferrotir  of  hit 
zeal ;  and  the  exceffi^  commendationt  which  they  laviihed  on  the 
memory  of  their  hero  and  martyr,  contributed  to  fix  a  deep  im« 
preffioa  of  terror  and  hatred  in  the  mind  of  Diocletian 

His  fears  were  foon  alarmed  by  thcriewof  a  danger  from  which  P'r<:"ftiiep» 
he  very  narrowly  efcaped.    Within  fifteen  days  the  palace  of  Nico-  rntiit  mipu:. 
media,  and  even  the  bedchamber  of  Diocletian,  were  twice  in  flames  j  ChriiUiuii, 
and  though  both  times  they  were  extinguifticd  without  any  material 
damage,  the  lingular  repetition  of  the  fire  was  juftly  confidercd  as 
an  evident  proof  that  it  had  not  been  the  eS^Gt  of  chance  or  ne- 
gligcnce.    The  fufptcton  naturally  fell  on  the  Chriftiant ;  and  it 
was  fuggefted,  with  fome  degree  of  probability,  that  thofe  defpc* 
rate  fanatics,  provoked  by  their  prefent  fufieringt*  and  apprehenHve 
of  impending  ca1amkiet>  had  entered  into  a  coofpiracy  with  their 
^tfifiit  brethren,  the  ettnidw  t£  the  p«Iioe>  tgttift  the  lives  of 
two  caipefort,  whem  ihey  detefled  u  <he  igrecowrilable  eMmici  of 
the  dunch  of  God.  Jealooiy  and  refimtBent  previikd  in  emy 
breaft,  hot  efpeqally  in  that  of  D!oeieti«n,    A  greet  number  of 
perfint*  dHKngiiiflied  eidicr  by  the  eftcet  ^ich  they  hed  filled* 
or  hy  the  favour  which  Ihey  had  enjoyodi  were  thrown  into  prifoo* 
Iterf  mode  of  torture  was  put  in  |>ffadiee»  and  the  oourt^  ae  well 
u  city»  was  poHoted  with  manf  bloody  execotidnt       Bnt  at  k 
wai  :limnd  letpoffible  to  extort  any  dlibovery  <^  thie  nyiierioue 
ttanfirftimif  it  iecnia  iacmnbent  on  im  either  topvefiime  the  iono- 
Mneeortoadmirediertfeliitioiiofthefdfocft.  A  fiew  day  t  tfier» 
wards  Galeritts  heftily  withdrew  himfilf  fiom  Mcooediai  declann^^i 
lhat  if  he  delayed  his  departure  fiwi  that  devoted  pakse,  be  fliotttd 
Ma&crifioeto  thciage  ef  theChnftiaai.  ThecedcfiaOical  .hifi^ 
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toriant,  from  whom  alone  we  derive  a  partial  and  imperfe£l  know- 

Jcdge  of  thU  perfecuibn,  arc  at  a  lofs  how  to  account  for  the  fears 

and  danger  of  the  emperors.    Two  of  thefe  writers,  a  Prince  and  a 

Rhetorician,  wete  eye-Tvitneffes  of  the  fire  of  Nicomedia.    The  one 

alcribes  it  to  lightning»  and  the  divine  wrath  ;  the  other  a&rms, 

that  it  was  kindled  by  the  malice  of  Galeriu^imfclf 

Exccut  on  of  A  «  ti^e  ci}\Ct  aeainfl.  the  Chriftians  was  dcfigned  for  a  general  law 
the  6A  tUBU  ^ 

of  the  whole  empire,  and  aa  niocletian  and  GalerLus,  though  they 

might  not  wait  for  the  confcnt,  were  afTurcd  of  the  concurrence 
of  the  weftern  princes,  it  would  appear  more  confonant  to  our  ideas 
of  policy,  that  the  governors  of  all  the  provinces  fliould  have 
received  fecret  inftrudions  to  publifh,  on  one  and  the  fame  dajf, 
this  declaration  of  war  within  their  refpetUve  departments.  It 
was  at  leaft  to  be  expeded,  that  the  convenience  of  the  public  high- 
ways and  eftablilhed  polls  would  have  enabled  the  emperors  to 
tranl'mit  their  orders  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  from  tlic  palace  of  Nico- 
media to  the  extremities  of  the  Roman  world;  and  that  they  would 
not  have  faHcred  fifty  days  to  elapfe,  before  the  edid  was  publifhed 
in  Syria,  and  near  four  months  before  it  was  fignified  to  the  cities 
of  Africa         This  delay  may  perhaps  be  imputed  to  the  cautious 
temper  of  Diocletian,  who  had  yltkic^J  a  reluQant  cotilent  to  the 
meafurcs  of  perfecution,  and  who  was  dclirous  of  trying  the  ex- 
periment under  his  more  immediate  eye,  before  he  gave  way  to 
the  diforders  and  dilcontent  which  it  mud  inevitably  occafion  in 
the  diftant  provinces.    At  firfl,  indeed,  the  magiftrates  were  re- 
trained from  the  effufion  of  blood;  but  the  ufe  of  every  other 
feverity  was  permitted  and  even  recommended  to  their  zeal;  nor 
could  the  Chriftians,  though  they  cheerfully  rcligned  the  ornaments 
of  their  churclies,  rciulvc  to  interrupt  their  religious  alTcmblies, 
or  to  deliver  their  facrcd  books  to  the  flames.    The  pious  obftinacy 
of  I  clix,  an  African  bifliop,  appears  to  have  embarrafled  the  fub- 
ordinatc  miaiiiers  of  the  government.    The  curator  of  the  city  fent 
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him  in  chains  to  the  proconful.  The  proconful  tranfmiited  him  to 
the  Prsetorian  priefcft  of  Italy ;  and  Fa:lix,  who  difdaincd  even  to 
give  an  cvafivc  anfwer,  was  at  length  beheaded  at  Vcnufia,  in 
Lucaniat  a  place  on  which  the  birth  of  Horace  has  conferred 
fame  This  precedent,  and  perhaps  fome  imperial  rcfcript,  which 
was  lllued  in  confequencc  of  it,  appeared  to  authorize  the  gover- 
nors of  provinces,  in  puniftiing  with  death  the  refufal  of  the  Cliri- 
ftians  to  deliver  vip  thtir  lacrcd  books.  There  were  undoubtedly 
many  perfons  who  embraced  this  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  crown 
of  martyrdom  ;  but  there  were  likewife  too  many  who  purchafed 
an  ignominious  life,  by  difcovering  and  betraying  the  holy  fcripture 
into  the  hands  of  infidels.  A  great  number  even  of  bifhops  and 
prefbyters  acquired,  by  this  cnminal  compliance,  the  opprobrious 
epithet  of  Tr&i&^t\  ud  their  offence  was  produdive  ol*  much 
prefent-  fesndaly  and  of  much  fnnire  dUbord,  in  the  African 
Ghutch"*. 

•  The  copies,  as  wdt  as  Tcrfions  of  fcripture,  were  already  ib  Demotiiioaar 
nultiplied  in  the  empire*  that  the  moft  fereie  inquifition  could  no  *'»<=>""^- 
longer  be  attended  with  aiiy  filial  confequences;  and  even  the 
facrifice  of  thofe  Totumesi  which,  in  every  congregation,  weie  pre- 
ferved  for  public  ufe,  reqaired  the  confent  of  ibnie  treacherous  and 
unworthy  CSuiftians.  But  the  ruin  of  the  churches  was  eafily 
cffeded  by  the  authority  of  die  government,  and  by  the  labour 
of  the  Pagans.  In  Ibme  provinces,  however,  the  magiftrates*  con- 
tented themfdves  vrith  (hutting  up  the  places  of  religious  worflup^ 
In  odiers,  they  more  litetalty  complied  with  die  terms  of  the 
edi£t;  and  after  tskiug  away  the  doors;  the  benches*  and  the  pulpir, 
which  they  burnt,  as  it  were  in  a  funeral  pile,  they  completely 
demoliflied  the  renuunder  of  the  e^fiee  It-  is-  perhaps  to  thia 
melancholy  occafioi^  that  we  fliOuld  apply  a  very  reroarldible  ftojiy^ 
'which  is  related  with  fe  many  drcumlhinces  of  variety  and  impro>- 

■bability,  that  it  ferves  rather  tt>  excite  than  to  latisfy  our  curiofity. 
..  .  .  In 
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la  a  fraall  town  in  Phrygia,  of  whofc  name  as  well  as  iituadoii 
we  arc  left  ignorant,  it  ihould  feenij  that  the  magiftrates  and  the 
body  of  the  people  had  embraced  the  Chriflian  faith;  and  a«  fomc 
refiftancc  might  be  apprehended  to  the  execution  of  the  cdiQc,  the 
governor  of  the  province  wa«  fupported  by  a  ouraerous  detach' 
mcnt  of  legionaries.  On  their  approach  the  citizens  threw  thetm- 
felve«  into  the  church,  with  the  rcfolution  either  of  defendin|^ 
by  arms  that  facred  edifice,  or  of  pcrifhing  in  iru  ruins.  They 
indignantly  rejedled  the  notice  and  permiiHon  whicii  was  givea 
them,  to  rctiFCt  till  the  foldiers,  provoked  by  their  obftinate  refufal* 
fet  fire  to  the  buildup  on  «]1  (idet,  and  oonituiied,  by  thit  extra- 
oidnmy  ktod  of  mutftion,  a  greit  miber  of  Phrygians  wiih 
their  wivct  and  chikbrn***. 

Some  flight  difturbtoeei*  though  they  were  fuppreftd  alaoft  at 
feoaaa  excited*  inSymandthefianiasn  of  Ameiiiiw  aftvdcdthc 
eneoiies  of  die  church  a  very  plaufiUe  occafioa  to  infintiaie»  dutt  thofe 
trotihka  had  been  Hecredyftmenied  by  the  hktiigiet  of  tho  bifhept* 
irrho  bad  ahvady  Ibfgotlen  their  etottiipiN  pralbfioos  of  poflive 
and  unlimiind  obodieoce  **\  The  refentOMnti  or.  the  fe«n»  of 
Diocledaa»  at  length  tcMifported  him  bcyqod  the  bounds  of  mode- 
ntioiif  which  he  had  hatherao  preferred,  and  he  dedaied*  in  a  (cries 
«f  erod  fldias»  his  uHention  of  aboUlhiQg  die  CSuiftian  nana.  By 
•die  firft  of  thefe  edids,  the  goveiiion  of  the  provinces  were  diitded 
tOApprcheodall  perlbosof  the  rrckfiaftical  order;  and  the  prifimst 
deflined  Ibr  the  vileft  crinunals*  were  fiwn  filled  with  a  mnltL 
tode  of  biihops,  ^tdBhjten»  deaoons»  readers*  and  eaordftsk  By 
a  fecond  edi£t,  the  magiftrates  were  coeiBunded  to  essploy  every 
nethod  of  feverity,  which  might  aodaim  them  from  their  odiooi 
fuperftidoDi  and  oblige,  them  to  letnm  to  the  eflabliOied  worAip 
of  the  god«.  This  rigorous  order  was  eztendod)  by  a  fubfequcot 
cdi^,  to  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians,  who  were  expofed  to  a  via* 
lent  and  general  perlbciuioa  \*\  Infiead  of  dMfe  frintary  reftraints, 
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iiAuch  hMd  required  the  direft  «fld  folemn  tefUmony  of  an  aecalor, 
it  becaine  Ae  duty  as  ndl  as  taiexcft  of  the  imperUl  officers,  to 

diicover,  to  purfiie,  and  to  termea^  the  moft  obnoxious  among  the 
ftitlifttL  Heavy  penalties  were  deaonnced  agaioft  all  wtio  ihould 
preftime  to  fave  a  pnifiaibed  fedaiy  from  the  juft  indignation  of 
the  gods,  and  of  the  enipefon.  Yet,  nDtwithftandiog  the  feverity  of 

this  law,  the  virtuous  courage  of  many  of  the  Pagans,  in  concealing 
their  friends  or  relations,  affords  an  honourable  proof,  that  the 
rage  of  fuperftition  had  not  extinguiflied  in  their  miads  the  £BOti- 
aaents  of  nature  and  humanity 

Diocletian  had  no  fooncr  publifhcd  his  cdids  aeainft  the  Chri-  Genenl  ide* 
nians,  than,  as  if  he  had  been  dchrous  of  committing  to  other  cutioa 
hands  the  work  of  perfecutlon,  he  diverted  himfelf  of  the  imperial 
purple.  The  charader  and  fituatlon  of  his  colleagues  and  fucceflbrs 
fometimes  urged  them  to  enforce,  and  fometimes  inclined  them 
to  fufpcnd  the  execution  of  thefe  rigorous  laws;  nor  can  we  ac- 
quire a  juft  and  diftin<3  idea  of  this  important  perlcxl  of  eccJe- 
(iaftical  hiftory,  unlefs  we  feparateijr  confidcr  the  ftate  of  Chri- 
ftianity,  in  the  diflFercnt  parts  of  the  empire,  during  the  fpace  of 
ten  years,  which  elapfcd  between  the  firA  edicls  of  Diocletian,  and 
the  final  peace  of  the  church. 

The  mild  and  humane  temper  of  Conftantius  was  arerfe  to  the  io  the  weflem 
oppreffion  of  any  part  of  his  fobjeils.    The  principal  oflSces  of  his  de^cwJboT 
palace  were  exercrfcd  by  Ch^tftmns.   He  bved  their  perfens,  efleemed  JjJ^,***' 
their  fidelity,  and  entertained  not  any  dUtifee  to  their  religioiM  pria^ 
c^s.   Bat  as  long  as  CoAftuitiBf  reauuned  ht  the  fiiftafldSaaie 
Kate  of  Gk&t,  h  m  not  ib  his  Roarer  openly  to  rejsQ  ifae  cMi 
oTBlDdeto,  of  to  dilbltay  the  'ceaiauMi^  ef  Maajaaiaa.  Hia 
andnritjr  eoatribuse^  'hdwrreir»'t»idiefiate  Ae  Mferiags  irhkk  he 
pitied  aad  aOianced.  thtaaSaM^  ^li  wAwSbmtf  10  tie  nihi  off 
churches  ;  hot  he-vehtiHtd'to  pcoleA'  the  GhsiMaat  thenfelffs 
fion  the  fttry  of  the  popidaeev  mi  §Hm  ^  riftwr  off  the  kwsw 
•  5  The 
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The  proTinces  of  Gaul  (under  which  we  may  probably  include  thbfe 
of  Britain)  were  indebted  for  (he  fingular  tranquillity  which  they 
enjoyed,  to  the  gentle  interpoliiion  of  their  fovereiga  But 
l>atlanus,  the  prcTident  or  governor  of  Spain,  aduatcd  cither  by 
Zeal  or  policy,  chofc  rather  to  execute  the  public  edi(fls  of  the  emperors 
than  to  undcrflnud  the  fccret  intentions  of  Contlaiuius  ;  and  it  can 
fcaiC.My  be  doubted,  that  his  provincial  adminillration  was  ftained 
■with  the  bl  )od  of  a  few  martyrs  I  he  elevaiion  of  Conftantius 

lo  the  fuprcme  and  independent  dignity  of  Auguftus,  gave  a  free 
fjope  to  the  exercife  of  his  virtues,  and  the  (hortnefs  of  his  reiga 
did  not  prevent  him  from  eflablilhiiig  a  fyftem  of  loleration,  of 
'Which  he  left  the  precept  tad  the  example  to;  his  (on  GonftantiD& 
Hts  fortimate  fon,  who*  from^  the.firft  moment  of  his  acceffiooi 
declared  himfelf  the  protedor  of  the  church«  tt  length  dcferiPdd  the 
ap^  cUatioa  of  the  firft  emperor,  who  publickly  profeflfedand  eftablifhcd 
the  Omftiftn- religion. :  The  motives  of  his  converiion,  a^  they  may 
:rarioufl7  be  deduced  from.failh*  from  virtue;  from  poltcj,  or  from 
remorfe;  and  the  progrefs  of  the  revdutioo,  which,  under  hit 
powerful  influence  and  that  of  liis  ions,  rendered  Chriftiaoity  the 
reigniug  religion  of  (he  Roman  eijEipire,  will  form  a  very  intereitiog 
and  important  chapter  in  the  fecond  volume  «if  this  hifiory.-  At 
prefeqt  it  may  be.  ftt£Bcient  to  pbferve,  that  every 'vidory  of  Cfan* 
fiantine  vras  {nnduiQive  of  fome  relief  or  benefit  to  the  church. 
In  vraiy  and  Thc  proviucei  of  Italy  and  Africa  experienced  a  fhort  but  vio* 
M..x>m  n  J^nt  pcrfecution.'  The  rigorous  edicts  of  Diocletuui  vrere  ftn£Uy 
nod  devcra ,  chccrftilly  cxccutcd  by  his  alToctate  Maximian,  who  had  loag 
hated  the  Chriftian8»  and  who  delighted  in  a^s  of  blood  and 
.violence.  In  the  autumn  of  the  firft  year  of  the  periixution.  the 
Hwo'  emperors,  qaet -at  Rome  to  celebrate  their  triumph  ;  fevecsi 
pppre^lve  law^  jippear  to  have  iflMed,from  dieir  fecret  confultationst 
mid  th?  diligence  of  the  magi (Irates  *  was  animated  by  the  prefence 
of  their  . fqverpignsr  -  After  piodcdaa  hfd  divefted  himfelf  of  the 
"  '  '  purple, 
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porplct  IXmIj  and  Africa  were  adminiftered  under  the  name  of 
Sevenw>  and  were  expofed,  without  defence,  to  the  imi^qcable 
r^fentment  of  his  ipaAer  Galerius.  Among  the  m%^tyrs  oCBoine» 
Adaudus  deferves  the  notice  of  poftcrity.  He  was  of  a  noble 
family  in  Italy,  and  had  raifed  hinifelft  through  the  fucccfTive 
hpnonrs  pf  the  paUce,  to  the  importune  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
private  demefoea.  Adao^us  is  the  mor^  rtuiukjMe  ick  being  the 
only  pedbn  of  tank  and  diAindlon  who  appears  to  have  fuffered 
deatfai  during  the  whole  cOurfe  of  this  general  perfccutioo 

.  The  revolt  of  Maxentius  immediately  reftored  peace  to  the  under 
churches  of  Italy  and  Africa;  and  the  fame  tyrant  who  bpprefliMi  *'^'" 
every  other  clafs  of  his  fubjedis,  fhewed  himfelf  juft,  humanet  and 
even  partial,  towards  the  afflicted  Cbriftians*  ;  He  de [tended  on 
their  gratitude  and  afFedion,  and  very  naturally  prefumed,  that  tlic 
iajuries  which  they  had  fuffered*  and  the  dangers  which  they  ftill 
apprehended  from  his  moft  inveterate  enemy,  would  iecufe  the 
fidelity  of  a  party  already  confiderable  by.  their  numbers  and  opu- 
lence       Even  the  condu^l  of  Alaxentius  towards  the  bi(hops  of 
Rome  and  Carthage}  may  be  confidered  as  the  proof  of  his  tolera- 
tion, fince  it  is  probable  that  the  mofl  orthodox  princes  would  adopt 
the  fame  meafnrea  with  regard  to  their  efti^biiihed  detgy.  Mar« 
oillutf  the  former  of  thofe  pfdaiei*  had  thrown  the  capital  into 
confufion,  by  the  fevere  pennance  which  he  impofed  on  a  great 
number  of  Chridians,  who,  during  the  late  perfecution,  had  re- 
nounced or  diflembled  their  religion.    The  rage  of  faction  broke 
out  in  frequent  and  violent  feditions ;  the  blood  of  the  faithful  was 
£hed  by  each  other's  hands,  and  the  exile  of  Marcellus,  whofe  pro* 
dence  feema  to  have  been  lefs  eminent  than  hit  .  zeal,  was  found  to 
be  the  only  mea&re  capable  of  reftoring  peace  to  the  di(lra(^ed 
church  of  Rome        The  behaviour  of  Menfurius,  bifliop  of  Car* 
tbage,  appears  to  have  been  dill  more  reprehenfible.    A  deacon  of . 
that  city  had  publiihed  a  libel  agaiaft  the  emperor.   The.  offender 
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took  refuge  in  the  cpifcopal  palace,  and  thoujjh  It  was  fomcwhat 
early  to  advance  any  claims  of  ecclefiaftical  immunities,  thcbiftiop* 
refufed  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  officers  of  juftice.    For  this  treafon- 
able  refiftance,  Menfurius  was  fummoncd  to  court,  and  inftead  of 
receiving  a  legal  fenience  of  death  or  banifhmcnt,  he  was  permitted, 
after  a  fhort  examination,  to  return  to  his  diocefe  Such 
was  tjbc  happy  conditioa  of  the  ChriAiaa  fubje£ts  of  Maxentiue, 
t&ac  whenever  they:  vnm  chfifoas  of  procuring  for  tlieir  own  ufe 
any  bodies^ of  martyrs,  xhuj  ywec  obliged  to  purdiafe  tbem  from^ 
themoftdiftintpmiMnrafitUe  Bift.  A-tevyis  rdaOsdof  A^lac, 
ftJb)BH|Q  ladff.  dDfaaaildl-  &»  m  gaofmliK  ftmily,  and  poflcfidscf 
fiiismpbiaA  (ftaie^  tbift  htatqaindtlia  iiiai»g«Beot  aff.lbraBi|rikdn8r 
flmrawd*.  Amoqgthafc,.BiBiBififcdiiiiiithe  fiiyoBri»oilMg.iniHwfe^ 
and  a  Aglae  oiiscil  low  ii>iih<  devoiioDf  tt'M-npMmd:  tlw  lie  m» 
admitted  tx>  (haic  her  bed«  Hav  lbitniie  oubkd  Im  tc^gratify  the 
pbiu  dcfire  oB  cikaii^atg:  toma-  Jnod  sdia  fibm.  die  Bdk  flhr 
iatraftadt  BOTifnB..widi.  av  aonfidnahlg  Jufii;  a£:gild)«;aad-.  a  Jacge; 
qnantky  o0  aranaticts.  md  Hcv'Idvbc,  atfAodcdhj^.tiidbci  hofftoaa 
aad'thnee  o>«irad:diatidu^.iiiideKiookaLi)eiBait  jflgirfrirnif  n  ar  far  i» 
'EacfliahiiGaiflb!'*...  : 
i^j'i'e  eIS    '  ^  fiutfftimuir:  tMiptt  c£  Galetiits,  Ae  &il  and  priticipai  «»• 
^rf us  ?ni  peitetiwiv*       fbrmidable:  to  thofe  Chr iaians  wjioite 

^^'''"''^     thdDTiMefortuQea  had  placed,  withia  tke  liaaits  of  his  doauniona^. 

aad-itiBay,  fairly  berprefiuned,.  that  many  perfoasof  a  middJciinl^ 
vidto  y9cvc  not  conBned.by  the  chaina  ekhac  of  wtalfih  ooof  povertyv. 
v^/ffequently  deferted  their  native  country,  amlifiliqfht  a  rcfuga 
iir<tbt  natkiM'  climate  of  the  Wefli  As  long  as  he  commanded  oaljr 
the  armies  and  provinces  of  Illyncum,  he  could  with  diificuhy  eithea; 
find  or  tnakea  confiderable  number  of  martyrs^  in  a  warlike  country^ 
which  had  entertained  the  miffionarics  of  the  gofpcl  with  more 
eoWuefa-and  relu^lance- thau  any  other  part  of  the  empire  '  '.  Bur 
xtbm  Oaleriua  had  (^nuaed  the  luprem&powecandithe  govcnunene 
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of  the  £aft>  hc  iodidg«d  in  their  iiiUefl  extent  hU  zeal  toA  cnielt^t 
not  only  in  the  provinces  of  Thrace  and  Afia*  which  acknowledged 
ihis  immediate  jurifdidteo ;  but  io  Ae&  of  Syria,  PaleiHne,  and 
£g}i|»tt.  where  Maxtmia  gratiEed  hit  own  incHoatioOt  by  yielding 
a  rigorous  obedience  to  the  ftern  .'commands  of  bis  btncfiidor. 
The  frequent  d^ppointmec^s  of  his  ambitious  vieWs*  the  eKperienit 
of  fix  ytm  of  perfecution,  and  the  fabtary  rcfledioos  whidi  a 
lingering  and  painful  diAemper  £iggefted  to.  the  mind  of  Galcriua, 
at  length  convinced  him  diat  the  wacA  violent  efforts  of  defpotifm 
are  infufficient  to  eatirpate  a  whole  people,  or  to  fubdue  their 
religious  prejudices.  Deiirous  of  repiiriog  the  nifchief  that  he 
had  OQcafioaedt  he'  pirt>li<hed  in  his  own  naitoe,  and  in  thofe  of 
fiSirfifWM  tod  Conftantine,  a  general  edi^,  which,  after  4  pomjpoiti 
recital  of  the  imperial  titkt»  ptoeeeded  in  the  fotlowing-  manner. 

Among  the  important  cares  which  have  occtapied  our  Aind  for  Pi'^""^^ 
^  the  utility  and  prefervation  of  the  empire,  it  was  our  iatentbn  to  ofnlcntiM. 

*  corrcd  and  re-e(kblifh  all  things  afltOfding  to  the  aAcient  laws 

*  atnd  public  dircipliae  of  the  Romiait  We  vote  partiottlari/ 
^  deiirous  of  reclaiming,  into  the  Way  of  reafoo  and  nature,  th<i 

*  deluded  Chriftians  who  had  re&ottnced  the  religion  and  cere-^ 
monies  inftitBted  by  their  fathers;  and  prefuoiptuoufly  defpifing^ 

«  the  practice  antiquity,  had  invented  extravagant  laws  and 
**  opinions  according  to  the  didates  of  their  fancy,  and  had  ooU 
**  le^ed  a  various  fociety  from  the  different  provinces  of  ofir  em- 
**  pire.   The  edids  which  we  have  publi(hed  to  enforae  the  wor-i 

ihip  of  the  gods,  having  expofed  many  of  the  CfarifliMis  to  danger' 
**■  and  diftrefs,  many  having  AiflPcred  death,  and  many  mOre,  who 

ftill  perfift  in  their  infuons  folly,  being  left  deftitute  of  any 
«»  public  excrcife  of  religion,  we  are  difpc^od  to  extend  to  thofe^ 

unhappy  men  the  effeds  of  our  wonted  denenc^^.-   We  permit- 

them  therefore  freely  to  profefs  their  private'  o^lAioitlB,  ind^ 
*!  to  aiXemble  in  their  conventicles  without  fear  or  moleftation, 
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provided  always  that  they  prefcrve  a  due  refpcil  to  the  eftablifhed 
laws  and  government.  By  another  refcript  we  fliall  fignity 
•*  our  intentions  to  the  judges  and  magiftrates  ;  and  wc  hope  that 
*•  our  indulgence  will  engage  the  Chriftians  to  offer  up  their 
prayers  to  the  deity  whom  they  adore,  for  oar  (afety  and  pro- 
*•  fperity,  for  their  own,  and  for  that  of  the  republic  It 
h  not  ufiially  in  the  langu<^e  of  edids'  and  maiiifeflot,  that  we 
ihould  iSnKli  ftr  die  wl  dumiQer  or  the  fedet  mo^^  of  princes ; 
bat  as  thefi;  ^icie  the  nordi  of  a  dying  emperor,  his  filiution,  per<A 
haps,  may  be  admitted  as  a  pledge* of  Ua  fiiioeritf.  - 
rc>c«  oftte  When  Galarios-fcibfcribed  this  edift  of  iolecatitai  he  was  well 
aflured  that  LkiMus  would  readilfrccunply  with' the 'iadloatioos  of 
his  friend. and' beoefib&or»  and  that  any/iieaAireti.ijn  fifvour  of  the 
Qiri^nst  would  obtain  th^  approbaiioa  of  .GgnAanjduie.-  '  Biit  the 
emperor  would  notTenture  to'jnlert  in  the..prean>ble  the  naiiie  of 
Mazimini  yrhok  coojfent  was  of  the  grdateft  iinfdrtaiice»  ind.ttho 
fnccmlc4.ajfewd«^  afterwards  to'the:prO!vinoet  of:  A0iu.  Ji\  |h» 
firft  -fi<  4ipnthivh«wjmr»  of  .his*  netr  feigo»'Mas|jnbi  ^SeStod:t» 
adopt  the  prAdent  cbunlels  of  his  j^redeofcflor  i  and  thdqgh  be  taeyei* 
coodefcended  to  fi|care:  the  tranqiiiUitx  of  the  chuch  by  a  pnbjio 
ediA,  Sabinus,  his  Praetorian;  przfeQ,  |lddfeM.a  circular  letter  to 
all  the  gorvernors  and  magiftrates  of  the  provitlccs,  expatiating  on  the> 
imperial  demency,  acknowledging  tlje  invincible  obHinacy  of  the- 
Chriftians,  and  dirediag  the  officers  of  juflice  to  ceafe  their  inededuat 
profecutions*  and  to  connive  at  the  fecret  aifemblies  of  thofe  eothu— 
iiafis.  In  confequence  of  thde  orders,  ^reat  numbers  of  CbriftiapS' 
were  releafed  from  prLTon,  or  deliyeredi  from  the  mines*  Tbe  con— 
feflbrs,  Cnging  hymns  of  triumph,  returned  into  their  own  qoun- 
tries  >  and  thofe  who  had  yielded  to  the  violence  of  the  tempeft, 
folicited  with  tears  of  repeotance  theic  ifr^dmilfidn.into  the  bofook 
of  the  church "     •    '  "  '*  / 

But 
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But  this  treacherous  calm  was  of  fhort  duration,  nor  could  the 

pareitoi 

Chrilliaiis  of  the  Eaft  place  any  confidence  in  the  charader  of  their  '['cpftfi 

u>«. 

fovercign.    Cruelty  and  fupcrftition  were  the  ruling  paflions  of  the 
foul  of  Maximin.     The  former  fuggcllcd  the  means,  the  latter 
pointed  out  the  objedls,  of  perfccution.    The  emperor  was  devoted 
to  the  worfhip  of  the  gods,  to  the  ftudy  of  magic,  and  to  the  be- 
lief of  oracles.    The  prophets  or  philofophers,  whom  he  revered 
the  &vourites  of  heaven,  were  frequently  ratfed  to  the  government 
of  provinces,  and  admitted  into  hit  knoft-ftcret  coundla.  Thef 
•etfily  convinced  him,  that  the  Chriftisnt  had  been  indebted  fbf  their 
Vi£fcoriee  to  thei^r^lar  dtfcipline,  abd      the  weaknefa  of  poly-  ' 
dUetfia  had  inncipally  ftmed  'horn  a  ivaiit'  of  vnum  and  Aibo'rdi^ 
nation  anong  the  nuniAeri  of  religion.   A  fyRem  of  government 
was  thetehn  inftitnted,  which  was  (evidently  copied  from  the  policy 
of  die  dnirch.  In  all'  the  great  dtin  of  the  einpire,.  the  tein^le^ 
wete'Kpatrcd  and'tfeiutified  hy'the  01^^  of  Maxfmiii ;  and  the  oifl^ 
dating  ^priellii'ijf  the  various  dcides  were  fuhjcdked  to.the  anthority 
of  a  liiperior  ptnitiff^  deftined  to  .oppofe  )he  biOiop,  and  .to  pro-^ 
mote  the  cailfe  df  paganifini   Thefe  pontiffs  acknowjedged,  in  their  ' 
tarn,  th^  fufireinf  jonfdi^^ioni  of  .tWm<^trQpont9tns.or.brgh-prIc(l^ 
6f  die  pivrvimle,  who'  »Ctkd  a^  die  inune^iate  vicegerents  of  ijie,em<^ 
pen^  hiinfelf.  A  white  robe  was  die  cnfign  of  their  clignil^ ;  and 
thefe  new  prelates  were  carefully  /eleded  £rom  the  moll  nd>le  tad 
opolfnt  families.   By  the.  influence,,  of  the  magiftrf tes,  and  of' the 
fioerdotfl  order,  a  great  number  of  dutiful  addrefles  were  obtained, 
particnlarly  from  the  cities  of  Nicomedia,  Andoch,  and  Tyre,  wbiclL. 
artfully  jrepreiented  the  wdl-known  intentions  of  the  court  as  the 
general  fenfe  of,  the  people ;  iblicited  the-  empeipr  to  confult  the  lawa. 
of 'jiiftice  rj|ther  than  thedidatesof  his  clemency;  expiefled  their, 
abhorrence  of  the  Chriftians,  and  humbly  prayed  that  thofe  impi-p- 
ous  ftdaries  might  at  leaft  be  eafiduded  fjrom.the  limits  of  theit. 
lefpeOive  territories.  The  anfwer  of  Maximm  10  the  addrefs  which. 
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he  obtained  from  the  citizens  of  Tyre  is  flill  extant.  lie  praifos 
their  zeal  and  devotion  in  terms  of  the  higheft  fatisfadlon,  dcfcants  on 
the  obftinate  impiety  of  the  Chriftians,  and  betrays,  by  the  rcadinefs 
with  which  he  confents  to  their  banifhtnent,  that  he  confidered  him- 
self as  receiving,  rather  than  as  conferring,  an  obligation.  The  pricfts 
as  well  as  the  magiftrates  were  empowered  lo  enforce  the  execution 
of  his  cdidls  which  were  engraved  cm  tables  of  brafs  ;  and  though  it 
was  recommended  to  them  to  avoid  the  efFufion  of  blood,  the  moft 
cruel  and  ignominiou*  puniihmenl?  were  ioUiclcd  the  rettftfCtorjf 
Chriflians 

The  Afiatic  Chriftians  had  every  thing  to  dread  from  the  feverity 
of  a  bigoted  monarch,  who  prepared  his  nu:ilures  of  violence  with 
fuch  deliberate  policy.  But  a  few  months  had  Icarcely  clapfed,  be- 
fore the  edids  publifhed  by  the  two  wcftcrn  emperors  obliged  Maxi- 
min  to  fufpcnd  the  prolecutlon  of  his  defigns  :  the  civil  war  which  he 
fo  rafhly  undertook  againft  Licinius  employed  all  his  attention ;  and 
the  defeat  and  death  of  Maximin  foou  delivered  phurch  ^qiq  thq 
laft  and  moft  implacable  of  her  enemies 

In  this  general  view  of  the  perfecution,  which  was  firft  authorized 
by  the  edidls  of  Diockfian,  I  have  purpofely  refrained  from  defcrib- 
ing  the  particular  fufl'crings  and  deaths  of  the  ChrifHan  martyrs.  It 
^ould  have  been  an  cafy  tafk,  from  the  hillory  of  Eufebius,  from 
the  declamations  of  I^daniius,  and  from  the  moft  ancient  ads,  to 
colledl  a  long  feries  of  horrid  and  difguftful  pi£lures,  and  to  fill 
many  pages  with  racks  and  fcourges,  with  iron  hooks,  and  red-hot 
beds,  and  with  all  the  variety  of  tortures  which  fire  and  fteel,  favage 
beafls  and  more  favagc  executioners,  could  inflid  on  the  huqpuin 
body.  Thefe  melancholy  fcenes  might  be  enlivened  by  a  crowd  of 
vifions  and  miracles  deftined  either  to  dday  the  death,  to  celeb]:a|e 
the  triumph,  or  to  dUcorer  the  relics  of  thofe  canonized  iaints  who 
fuff  ered  for  the  name  of  Ghrift.  But  I  cannot  determine  what  I  ought 
to  tranfcribe,  till  I  am  iktxsfied  how  miicli  I  opght  to.  believe.  The 
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giiifCft  of 'Ao  eeckfidftkal  hifloritna,  WebMis  liiinlelf,  ^ferf  fitaU^ 
coHfdfes,  cbM  ke  Km  felttcd  ^tsMnr  ift^  redatodd  to  thie  g^lor^^ 
and  thtt  he  hg»  IbppMflfed  all  that  oould  tbod  td  (he  dUgnee  of  rdi- 
gion  "^  8i|cb  an  adoiowl'edgtnent  will  natiintUy  excite  ar  fufpieion, 
that  a- wriier  Whd  haa  lb  openly  violatetf  one  of  the  fmidamental 
htWt  of  hifiocy,  hat  not  pa^:i  very  (^li^l:  tegaM  to  the  obfarvance 
of  the  other:  and  the  lu(];iiicioii  will  derive  a^tiooal^  eredit  fiom 
thechandeir  of  Euiebiuat  ^ch  waa  left  tnidared  with  credufity. 
and'  more  pnaiied'  Sik  the  artrof  oomts  than  that  of  ahnofl:  any  of 
hii  ctintfetepotarieg.  On  feate  p&rtiettlar  oteafioAs^  when  the  ma^- 
giftntfes-w^  eka^petated'  hy  (bme  petfonal  motiTett  of  ilitereft  or 
lefentmeatt  when  the  leal'of  the  martyrs  ui^;^-  them  to  forgtt  the' 
nJUtf-of  pttidence  and  perhapa  of  deoeney»  tb  oVdrtum  the  aitan^  to 
pte  oUe  ittprecatbtts  agaihflr  the  eupekor*,  bt  to  (bikft  th(b  jttdgfe 
aa'hefit  on- his- tribunal,  it  may  he  prelomedr  that  eVeiy*  ifiode-  of' 
tdrtbre;  winch  cruelty  could  ioteiit  orconllfoty  coald  etiditr^  waa 
cailiaufled  on  tltofe*  devoMd'  tiiCBitis''^l  'Pwii'circamfblicer,  hdw^ 
eyer,  have -been- unwarily' metttfonol^  which' ihl&natb  thkr^b  g^ 
nersi  totment  of  the  GKrHUans  who'bad  Beefr  qlpttebeiided' by  the 
oflicen  of  jdHce'was  le(a  intolerable  than  it  it'  ufiially  imagti}<tf  tb' 
hirre  been.   r.  The  caafkSbn  v^ho  were  oondeittned  tb  Work  in'  the 
aoiheit  wet«  jpenniiiedi  by  the  htufaiinity'or  the  ne^Kgence  of  their' ' 
kegpettt'  tti  bbild'chapel^,  aiid'iMy  t»*proft(8  thbtr  rdii^ittir  in  tfie' 
midff  of  thofe  dttaiy  hsUmions      4;  The  tiiflibps  wat*obH|(6d' 
to-cheek  and  to  cenfure'thrfbtwaird'zeid'of^tl^eGhriio^n^  Who  to^- 
limtkrlly^hrewnheni^^er  intotheittffds'of  dfoHttgUiriieB.  SotueiDf 
thefli  wett  ptrfous  oppreflKdlfy^vert^and^ebti;  whobKhdiy  Ibh^r' 
to  terminate  a  mlferatiU;  eidfltfifce    a'  glMoui  death:  Othi;n  wetfe" 
atfored  by  the  hope,  that  a  fltort'coafi^nhftentwbOl^eatpiat^  the  (mtr 
«f  a  whole  life;  and  otheMragiiiir  weteaieKiated  byrthelHii'hWouV^ 
aBlir  motiveof  derivSii^uif  itfeniifhl-itibiSifenci:^.  and'  pohapir  acbflil^* 
derable  profit;  ftom  the 'alms  which- dm^dtaSttof  tUir  Aith!ftU^ 
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Aowed  on  the  prifoners  '*\  After  the  church  had  triumphed  over  all 
her  enemiet,  the  intereft  as  weW  as  vanity  of  the  captives  prompted 
them  to  magnify  the  merit  of  their  rcfpcdive  fuffering.    A  conve- 
nient diAance  of  time  or  place  gave  an  ample  fcope  to  the  progrefs 
of  fidlion ;  and  the  frequent  iulbnces  which  might  be  alleged  of 
holy  martyrs,  whofe  wounds  had  been  inflantly  healed,  whofe 
ftrcngth  had  been  renewed,  and  whole  loft;  members  had  rairacu- 
loully  been  rcllored,  were  of  fufticient  weight  to  remove  every  diffi- 
culty, and  to  filencc  every  obje^ilon.  The  moft  extravagant  legends, 
as  they  conduced  to  the  honour  of  the  church,  were  applauded  by 
the  credulous  multitude,  countenanced  by  the  power  of  the  clergy, 
and  atieftcd  by  the  fufpicious  evidence  of  ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 
Konberof        The  vague  defcriptions  of  exile  and  imprlfonment,  of  pain  and 
torture,  are  fo  eaiily  exaggerated  or  foftened  by  the  pencil  of  an 
artful  orator,  that  we  arc  naturally  induced  to  inquire  into  a  fadt 
of  a  more  diftindl  and  ftubborn  kind ;  the  number  of  perfons  who 
fuffcred  death  in  confequence  of  the  edi£ts  publifhed  by  Diocletian, 
his  affbciates,  and  his  fucceffors.     The  recent  legendaries  record 
whole  armies  and  cities,  which  were  at  once  fwept  away  by  the 
undiftinguifliing  rage  of  pcrfccution.  The  more  ancient  writers  content 
thcmlclves  with  pouring  out  a  liberal  effufion  of  loofe  and  tragical  in- 
ve£kivcs,  without  condefcendlng  to  afcertain  the  precifc  number  of 
thofe  perfons  who  were  permitted  to  feal  with  their  blood  their  belief 
of  the  gofpel.   From  the  hiftory  of  Eufcbius,  it  may  however  be  col- 
lected, that  only  nine  bifliops  were  punifhed  with  death  ;  and  we  are 
aifured,  by  his  particular  enumeration  of  the  martyrs  of  Paleftine, 
that  no  more  than  ninety-two  Chriftians  were  intitled  to  that  ho- 
nourable appellation  "'.    As  we  arc  unacquainted  with  the  degree 
of  epifcopal  zeal  and  courage  which  prevailed  at  that  time,  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  draw  any  ufeful  inferences  from  the  former  of  thefe 
fads:  but  the  latter  may  ferve  to  juftlfy  a  very  important  and  pro- 
iMtblc  concluTion.  According  to  the  diHribution  ox  Roman  provinces, 
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Paleftine  may  be  confidered  m  the  (kteeath  part  of  the  £aQeni 
empire  "* ;  and  fince  there  were  fome  governors,  who  from  a  real 
or  affeded  clemency  had  prelcrved  their  hands  undained  with  the 
blood  of  the  faithful  "S  it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  that  the  country 
whkh  had  given  birth  to  Chriftianity  produced  at  leaft  the  Hxtcenth 
part  of  the  martyrs  who  fufFercd  death  within  the  dominions  of  Ga- 
leriusaad  Maximia  ;  the  whole  might  confequently  amount  to  about 
fifteen  hundred,  a  number  which,  if  it  is  equally  divided  between 
the  ten  years  of  the  perfecution,  will  allow  an  annual  confumption  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  martyrs.  Allotting  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  provinces  of  Italy,  Africa,  and  perhaps  Spain,  where,  at  the 
.  end  of  two  or  three  years  the  rigour  of  the  penal  laws  was  either 
fufpcndcd  or  abolilhed,  the  multitude  of  Chriftians  in  the  Roman 
empire  on  vrhom  a  capital  .puoiibmeot  was  inflidled  by  a  judicial 
fentence  will  be  vednoad  t»  teoitlan  lefe  than  two  thouiand  perfons. 
Since  it  canfiot'be.danbled  Ibit  llie.Ghi!ftiiw:were  more  numerous. 
.  andthdr  eaeiiiietiiMCe  can^poalBd,  in  die -time  of  DSodetian  than 
,ihey  bad  emr  ten  in  any  Aimflr.pedeeuliaia  'Oak  probable'  and 
.modcme  oompmitiafi/jnay  teuh  la.tDdKaMte  the  number  of  pri- 
imtivelanta  anddDoiartj^jidiffiMi^^  Jim  fiv^the  imponant 
:purpoCe  of'inlredadogfGhrUkiimil^  intoitfae  woild. 

Welbailt'coi^cbide'ihit  clMpisi!  fay.a  mtH^nAdy  tradi,  wbieh  ob-  Coadafak 
tmdet  ■  j>fidf  on tig'  Tidadant  .mitid  ?  that  e*eB4ufautting»  iw^hout 
'■'hefitanon^ir  inquiry,  all  iharJilfioryihaS'ieeMded,  or  defotion  has 
•  feigned,  -ow  thcfidijoft^  luahyidone,  j&moft  ftill  be  aeknowledged* 
lAft'^dia  GbttfUans^  in tb^«onrie  of ^thois  sntdHne  diflaifiaiw,  ha?e 
.<iiiffiatid  &r  grdWeii^Aveiities'Ofi  4»eh  other,  than  dley  had  expe*  ' 
•fienoed  iimn  tlie  zeal  of  idfidds.  -During  the  ages  of  ignorance 
''#hldi  fi)lloff«dt1ie  rabvevTion  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  Weft, 
-ttdhilhepa  of  lhe4mpilry  dtyesKended  their  dominion  over 'the 
lai^  as  wdl  as  clergy  of  the  Latin  church.  The  lalM^ic  liipet- 
ftition  which  they  had  ereM^.aAd  which  might  long  have  defied 
VOL.L  4^^  the 
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the  feeble  efforts  of  reafon,  was  at  length  aflaulted  by  a  crowd  of 
daring  fanatics,  who,  from  the  twelfth  to  the  fixteenlh  century, 
aflumed  the  popular  charader  of  reformers.  The  church  of  Rome 
defended  by  violence  the  empire  which  fhe  liad  acquired  by  fraud ; 
a  fyftem  of  peace  and  benevolence  was  foon  difgraced  by  profcrip- 
tions,  wars,  mailacrcs,  and  the  inftitution  of  the  holy  office.  And 
as  the  reformers  were  animated  by  the  love  of  civil,  as  well  as  of 
religious  freedom,  the  Catholic  princes  connetked  their  own  intereft 
with  that  of  the  clergy,  and  enforced  by  fire  and  the  fword  the 
terrors  of  fpiritual  ccnfurcs.  In  the  Netherlands  alone,  more 
than  one  hundred  thoufand  of  the  fiibjedls  of  Charles  the  Fiftli  are 
faid  to  have  fullered  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner;  and  this  ex- 
traordinary number  is  attefled  by  Grotius  a  man  of  genius  and 
learning,  who  preferved  his  modeiatioa  amidft  the  fury  of  contend- 
ing feds,  and  who  compofed  the  amiaU  of  bis  own  age  and  codntij, 
at  ft  time  when  the  inveiitiai  ef  prititicfg  had  faeiKuted  the  neaas 
•f  inteHigeoce,  and  incieafed  the  danger  of  deteftion.  l£'\mut' 
ebliged  to  fiibiait  our  bdkf  to  the  aiithoritj  of  Gibtine*  it-  nudk  be 
allowed,  that  the  nmnber  of  Praidlants,  who  were  exeeoted  ioa 
fingle  province,  and  a  fingle  reign,  far  exceeded  that  of  the  primitive 
martyrs  in  the  fpaoe  of  three  ceatunea,.  and  of  the  Roman  empin. 
But  if  the  iarprobabiiitj  ef  the  &&  idelf  ihould  peerul  over  the 
weight  of  evidence :  if  Orotius  flumld  be  comviAed  €i'esuigget»!dfag 
the  merit  and  ftifferlngs  of  the  Refimaeit ;  we  lhall  be  natnrall^ 
led  to  inquire,  what  confidence  can  he  placed  in  the  doubtfol  and 
kaperfeft  monuments  of  andentcrednli^s  what  degree  of  credit  can 
be  aiDgned  to  a  courtly  bilhopb  and  a  psflkmate  declaimer,  who, 
under  the  protefiionof  Coofiantine,  enjoyed;  the  exclufiw  primage 
of  recording  the  periecutbns^  which  Chriftianity  had  experienced 
from  the  vanquiihcd  rivals  or  difitgarded  predeccflbn  of  thdr  gia- 
caotts  ibveseig.ia. 

•  •  .  t 
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•ADVERTISEMENT. 

DILIGENCE  and  accuracy  are  the  only  merits  which  an 
hiftorical  writer  may  afcribe  to  himfelf ;  if  any  merit  indeed 
can  be  aflfumed  from  the  performance  of  an  indifpenfable  duty.  I 
may  therefore  be  allowed  to  iky,  that  I  have  carefully  examined 
all  tbe  origiiial  materials  Uiat  could  illuftrate  the  fubjeA  which 
I  had  undertakea  to  treat;  Should  I  mr  complete  the  extenfiTC 
defiga  whidi  hat  been  Iketched  out  in  the  prefacct  I  might  per* 
hapa  conclude  it  with  a  critical  account  of  the  antiiota  eonfolted 
durmg  the  progrefs  of  the  whole  work  j  and  however  fuch  an 
attempt  might  incur  die  cenfiire  of  oAentationt  I  am  perfoaded> 
that  it  would  be  iuicqptible  of  eatertainment  at  well  as  in^trmation. 

At  prefent  I  ihall  content  mylelf  with  a  fing^e  obfervatioo.  The 
Biographers,  who«  under  die  reigns  of  Diodedan  and  Gonfianttn^ 
compofed,  or  rather  compiledj  the  lives  of  the  emperors*  £ton 
Hadrian  to  the  fbns  of  Garust  are  ufiially  mentioned  under  the 
names  of  jEUus  8partianus>  Julius  GapitolinDS,  .^us  Lampridius* 
Vulcalius  Galllcanus,  Trebellius  Pollio^  and  Flavins  Vopifens. 
But  dure  islb  much  perplexity  in  the  titles  <^  the  MSS;  and  b  muij 
difputes  have  arifen  among  the  critics  (ice  Fabriaus  Biblaodu  lAtin. 
L  iiL  c  6.)  concerning  thdr  number,  dieir  names,  and  didr  re- 
ipe£tive  property,  diat  for  the  moft  part  I  have  quoted  them  vrith* 
out  dUtindiao,  under  die  general  and  well  known  dtle  of  the 
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NOTES  ON   THE  FIRST  CHAPTER, 


(i]  pVlON  CASSIUS,  (I.  llv.  p.  736.)  with 
tlie  tnaotuioAs  oi  Reyoiar,  who  hat 
colieecd  all  tkai  R«iiu«  vauty  kas  left  vpen  Ac 
fubjtfl.  The  marble  of  Ancyra,  on  which  Auguflo* 
recorded  his  own  exploit*,  aiTeru  that  h*  tmftUtd 
AeFWMaat  w  idtoic  dw  mBgM  crCMRu. 

[a]  Stnb*,  (I.  sal.  p.  7*0.)  Plur,  th«  Mm- 

^lift.  Natur.  L  vi.  c.  32.  3;.)  and  Dion  CaiEiis 
(l«  liii.  p.  723,  and  J.  liv.  p.  734.)  have  left  nirexjr 
CarioQs  details  conceniag  thefe  war*.  ■  Tke  Ro- 
auna  mmU  dltniMve*  maAeri  of  Mariaba,  or  Me- 
nA»  a  citj^ef  Arabia  Fxlix,  well  known  to  th« 
Orientals  (fee  Abulfeda  and  the  Nubiaa  Kcography 
p.  52).  They  were  advanced  within  three  ilajra 
joomey  of  the  Spke  cOBmiy^  the  rich  ob;e£l  «f  tirir 
lavafioiK 

[3]  By  the  flanghtcr  of  Vanu  ud  Ua  three 
legions.  See  the  firft  briok  of  the  Annab  of  Tacitus. 
Sactod.  in  Aagaft.  c.  23,  and  VeUcias  Patercnhia, 
1.  ii*  c  iiyt  Ac  Aapiiaa  did  not  mgum  tho 
adncUyMva  wiikall  dMMaftf  «ii  ImmA 
thM  aifki  km  bM*  fivB  Ilia  chttiAiiw 

[4]  Tacit.  Annal.  I.  ii.  Dion  Caflius,  I.  hi. 
p.  and  the  fpccch  of  Augulltts  himfclf,  in 
Jttlian'a  Casfar*.  Ic  receivei  great  light  Iroin  llw 
learned  aotea  of  his  French  ttanlbttry  M.  Spaa* 
beim. 

[;)  GcNtaaicaB,  tMtomM  PkvHM*,  wA  Agri- 

coU,  were  checked  and  recalled,  in  the  coarie  of 
their  vi£lories.  Corbula  was  put  to  death,  hit 
litary  merit,  as  it  it  admirably  axptafledbfTadtn. 
wat.  in  the  firiAeft  ftnftof  the  woid,  Ayaranrte 

[6]  Csftr  Unfttf  CMcaab  that  igoofala  aMlif«| 
bat  ic  is  mentioned    8aatouBa»  c  47.  Tbe  BiV 
Vo..  h  .  , 


tifh  pcari5  proved,  however,  of  little  value,  <»  ac- 
count of  their  dark  and  livid  colour.  Tacitaa 
€bA»««a,  widi  ftafim,  (ia  Agricola,  c  is.)  diat  it 

wji  an  irhcrctit  defefl.    "  Egofacilius  crediderim, 
naturam  margaiiiis  deefle  qoam  nobis  avaritiain." 

(7]  Claudius,  Nero,  and  Oomitiaa.  A  hope  ia 
aapniM  by  Ponpoaina  Mda,  t.  Hi.  c.  6L  (Ifcwroie 
ander  Claudius)  that  by  the  fuccefs  cf  thr  Roman 
arms,  the  ifland  and  its  lavages  would  ibon  be  better 
kncwti.  It  is  amuHng  enough  tO  pwafe  filch  pil"  « 
fagei  in  the  midll  of  London. 

[8]  Sea  the  adaiirable  abridgment,  given  by 
Tacftos,  In  the  Hft  of  Agricoia,  and  copionfly, 

though  perhaps  not  completely  iIlo(lrated(  b^aw 
own  antiijuarians,  Camden  and  Horfley. 

[0]  The  Irifli  writers,  jealous  of  their  aatianil 
honoor,  ara  extmaely  pnaokad  aa  Ala  oecaiaRa 
both  with  Tachoa  aad  widi  Agricoia. 

[10]  8cellnie|*iBfitMiDiaR«an.|.Le.  low 

[11]  The  poet  Buchanan  celebrates,  with  ele- 
gance and  fpirit,  (fee  his  Sylvae  v.)  the  naviolatcd 
independence  of  his  native  ceanoy.  Ba^  if  th« 
fingle  teflimony  of  Richard  of  Circnceder  was  fuf- 
hcient  to  create  a  Roman  province  of  Vefpafiana  to 
the  north  of  the  w«8,  that  fadapcadcKa  woaM  be 
rednoed  witbia  vcTyaariMr  ttsiMt 

[iz]  See  Appian  (in  Proxm.)  and  the  uniftm 
imagery  of  OiTiaa's  Poenu,  which,  in  every  hyB» 
thai^  MncMpefedhgraMiifeCaMoaiaa. 

[  13]  See  PUBy*a  PaHM^uikt  wUcb  fetmi  AanM 
oaAfla. 

^14]  Dim  Calii^  I.  Iiv&» 

■  Cis]  Hero. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  FIIL8T  CHAPTER. 


[i;]  ITerodotat.  1.  iv.  C  9|.    JrBm  io  ths 
Cc&n>  with  Spanheim'*  obiervadOM* 

[t6]  Plia.  EpiS.  viii.  9* 

[17I  Dio«  Caffiu.  I<  Ixvi'ii.  p.  iisj*  llS'*  I"*  * 

lian  in  Ca-firibu5.    Eutropiuj,  1^2.6.  AoidlM 
Victor,  and  Vi«aor  in  Epitome. 

[18]  See  a  Memoir  of  M  Danville,  on  tbe  Pro. 
TneeoT  Dada,  ia  tbe  Aadcaiedin  IirfciiptiMM* 
fm.  xxvili*  p.  444— 46S. ' 

{ 1 9]  Tnjaa**  Tentiinents  are  reptelinted  inavcqr 
juft  and  llrcif  manner  in  the  CiBfiift  of  J«Bmi> 

[2e]  Euiropiujand  Sextos RafiwbtWtndenwillr- 
ed  to  perpetuate  the  iJlufion.   See  ■  very  ftnfible 
differiation  of  M.  Ptcret  ia  the  Acideoiie  de* 
icriptious,  ton*  sxi*  p>  { $•  . 

[at]  Dioa  CaSttir  L  l»ui I  lad  dw  Abbnrla> 

tOfS. 

(aa]  OviJ  Fall  1.  ii.  ver.  667.  SceLi»y  andDi- 
ODyfins  of  Ualicarnaflfui,  under  the  reign  of  Tar- 

a 

(23]  St.  Aoguftine  is  highly  delighted  with  the 
proof  of  the  wcakoc(*  of  TcrmiaM*  and  the  ttaixf 
nf  tbe  Attgera.  See  Dc  Civitete       iV.  19. 

[S4]  Ste  the  Aagnftan  Hilloiy.  p.  5.  jcMMM^a 

Chronicle,  and  all  the  Kpitomizeri  ft  is  fome- 
what  furpriiirg,  that  ibii  memorable  event  Ihould 
be  emitted  by  Bioe,  or  nthcr  fay  Xcphilin. 

[a;]  Dion,  I.  ]\ix.  p.  ii;8.  Hill.  Angat* 
p.  ; .  d.  If  «U  oor  billoriam  were  hifi»  nMdaia»  ii»> 
ftriptionf,  and  odwr  nonnaenia*^  wo  old  be  fdfi* 
cieat  to  record  the  mreh  of  Hadriaa* 

See  die  AegaSaa  Kflery  aad  dieBpilrtBCt. 

[.-7]  v/e  muft,  however,  remember,  that,  in  the 
time  of  Hadrian,  a  rebellion  of  the  Jews  raged  with 
ivIigioM  fiiry,  iboegb-onlyin  afiagle  previaet: 
Paufaniai  (1.  viii.  c.  43.)  nentiont  two  aeot&if 
and  fuccefiful  wart,  condufled  by  the  generala  ef 
Pioj.  Ill,  Againtl  the  wandering  Moors,  who  were 
driven  into  the  folituJei  of  Atlaa.  ad,  Agaiaft 
tbe  Brigantn  of  Britain,  who  bad  -invaded  tbe 
Roman  province.  Both  thefe  wars  (with  fevrral 
other  boflilitiei)  ate.  mcatjoiKd  in  the  Angofiaa 
HiAory,  pb  19. 


[18]  Appian  of  Alexandria,  ia  tbe  ptc^ice  to 
btt  HillMy  «r  die  Roona  Wan. 

[agl  Dion,  I.  Ixxi.  Hill.  Aoguft.  in  Mar- 
co. The  Parthiaa  viOariea  gave  birth  to  a 
crowd  of  contemptible  biftoriaai,  wboft  awaiory 

has  been  refcued  from  oblivion,  and  expofed  to  ri- 
dicule, in  a  very  lively  piece  of  criticifm  of  Lccian. 

[30]  Tbepooreft  rank  of  foldleri  poflefled  above 
fcfty  poanda  fterling,  (Woayf- lidleWi  ly.) 
a  very  high  quilification,  at  a  time  when  money 
waafofcarce.  that  an  ounce  of  filver  wa»  eqaivaJcnc 
to  ftventf  poaad  wdgbl  of  braf*.  The  populace, 
excluded  by  the  ancient  conftitution*  weiciadilcri- 
minately  admitted  by  Matiaa.  Sm  SOMU dc  BdL 
Jogutb.  C.91. 

[jl]  Cxfar  formed  hii  legion  Alauia,  of  Gauk 
aad  Srugeri:  bD|  it  was  during  the  licence  of 
idvU  wa#s  aad  afi^  dm  viadiy  be  iPW  tibe 
fiMdm  of  die  dtjr,  ftribairicmaid. 

[sa]  See  V«|idw  de  ILe  l^tari»  L  L  c  s— 7. 

[33]  The  oath  cf  fervice  and  fidelity  to  the 
emperor,  wu  annnaJly  renewed  by  the  troopi*  00 

[;4]  Tacitai  calls  tbe  Roman  Eaglet,  Bellonaa 
Ocoa.  Tbey  were  placed  ia  achapcl  ia  thecamp* 
aad  vriA  Ae  «dMr  dddM  iicdved  die  fdijgioat 
worfliip  cf  iSkt  tnopt. 

,  See  GionOvlM  4»  Peeonia  vetere.  I.  ill.  ' 

pk  lso»  *c  Tbe  eaperar  Domitiaa  taifed  tbe 
■BBial  Mpead  eftbe  hgloaariea,  te  twelve  piecea  of 
gold,  which,  in  bii  time,  was  equivalent  to  about 
tea  of  oar  gatacM.  This  pay,  ibmewbat  higher 
diaa  oar  owo,  bad  been,  aad  was  aflemards  gra- 
dually increafed,  according  to  the  progrefi  of 
wealth  and  military  government.  After  twenty 
years  fervice,  the  veteran  received  three  thoofand 
denarii  (about  one  baadicd  pouoda  llcrliag),  or  a 
proporttonaUe  aflewaace  of  lead.  Tbe  pay  and 

advanugea  of  the  guard  wm*  ia  geBHil*  abOBt 

double  thofe  of  the  legions. 

.  [36J  ExatHtu  »b  EKtrtitMiikt  Varo  de  Liagoa 
Ltdal.  1.  iv.  Ciceraia  tafealaii.  L  ii.  ft»  Tbnc  b 

roomfora  very  in terefiing  work, which  might  rximine 
the  connexion  between  the  langoaget  and  manners 
«f  ladoBi. 

Is?]  Vegwioa, 
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WOTES  ON  TfliE  FiRST  CHAPTER 


drl  VifNuM  i&.Mdthai«ft«fliiifrt 

book. 

{38]  Tbe  PyrAic  Dasce  is  extrencljr  well  illuf- 
Mwd  lif  M.  It  Bw«,  in  the  Acadcnie  dw  lafcrip- 

tiont,  torn.  xxxv.  p.  267,  &c.  That  Irarned  aca- 
demician, in  a  feriei  of  memoiri,  hai  collected  all 
the  pafigestf  tka  aadaiti  ^  idaM  to  the  Bo* 
nan  legion. 

{|9]  Jofefh.  d»  BM,  JodaiMk  1.  lib  c  f.  Wt 
mieMnd  t»  Am  Jew  Ibr  ftai  pmj  cifioae  de> 
tails  «f  RaaUM  difii^iM, 

[40]  Plin.  Panegyr.  c  13.  UA  of  Badiiaa,  in 

the  Aagudao  hiftorj. 

[41]  See  u  admirable  digreflion  oa  tbe  Ro> 
aiaa  diici|iUae,  la  die  fixih  book  ofhia  hiOoiT. 

[42]  Vegedfl*  de  Re  Miliuti,  I.  ii.  c.  4,  Im, 
caofidcrable  pan  of  bit  very  perplexed  abridgment, 
mrot  takea  from  the  regolations  of  Trajan  and  Ha- 
drian (  and  tbe  legion,  as  he  defcribe*  it*  OBDai 
foit  any  other  age  of  the  Roman  empire. 

[45J  Vcgctiua  de  Re  Militari,  1.  ii.  c.  t.  la  the 
four  ace  of  Cmkt  and  Ckmt  lk»  wool  mOu 

wai  almort  confined  to  the  infantry.  Under  the 
lower  empire,  and  in  the  times  of  cbiralxy,  it  was 
•ppropriated  almoft  as  exclafivelf  tO  diO  BCIi  M 
arms,  who  fooght  on  horfeback. 

[44]  In  tbe  time  of  Polybiot  oad  Diooyfioa  of 
Balicaraaflas,  (1.  v.  c.  4$.)  die  Reel  point  of  tho 
pilam  feems  to  have  been  much  longer.  In  tbe 
dnie  of  Vegctiot,  it  waa  redaced  to  a  foot,  or  evca 
■iaoiocbei.  I  haw  chofc «' ■edloi. 

For  tho  legiooaiy  araiM*    See  la^ia  H 

Militia  Romana,  1.  iii.  c.  2 — 7. 

[46]  See  the  beautifiil  OOBpoiiroo  of  Virg% 

Georgic.  ii.  v.  279. 

[47]  M.  Getchardr,  Memotrei  M11Itairei,teiii.i. 

C.  4.  and  Ncuveaux  Memoires,  tcm,  i.  p.  393— 
311.  bat  treated  the  fabjeA  like  a  fcholar  aad  aa 

[4II]  *'ee  Arriea**  TaQici.  With  the  true  par> 

tiality  of  a  Greek,  Arrian  rather  chofe  to  defcnbe 

rtkhhohai^  ^^^^    ^  ^' 


•  Veget.  Jc  Re  Militari,  1.  il.  c.  6.  His 

po&tive  tciiimonjr,  wbicb  might  be  fuppotted  b/ 
drcBBftantial  evideoce*  oa^  fercljr  to  filencc 
thcfc  cilcics  who  rdttfc  the  Inperial  kfion  iu 

proper  body  of  cavalry. 

Sec  Livy  ainoll  tbroi^hoat,  particutarl/ 
xilL6i.. 

.  '  ff*]  PKn.  Wh.  Nator.  ndS.  o.   The  ttoe 

fenfc  of  that  very  cnrioni  paflage  was  firft  difcovered 
and  illudrated  by  M.  de  Beaufort,  Kepablique 
'Kitatiae,  L  ii.  e.  s. 

[))]  Aa  io  the  infiance  of  Horace  and  Agricela. 
This  appean  to  have  been  a  defieA  in  tbe  Roman 
difdpliae ;  which  Hadrian  cndeaTOsred  to  remedy, 
bjr  alwit^aiog  tht  1^  afe  of  a  trtbuofc 

CS4]  See  Atfiao'a  Tiaics. 

Sflch,  in  pvticolkr,  ofM  'die  Halo  of  jhe 
BMctiona.  Tadt  GetaMn^  «•  ^9.  - 

[5'j  Marcus  Antoninus  ob!igcd  the  v.inquiflxcd 
QuadI  acd  Marcomanni  to  fupply  him  with  a  large 
body  of  troops,  which  be  immediately  feat  )ato 
AtiMifl.  Diam  Q$MaH  L  luL  ' 

[57]  Tacit.  Annal.  iv.  5.  Thofc  who  fix  a 
regular  proportion  of  as  many  foot,  and  twice  aa 
Biaay  hoWe,  confound  the  aoxniatiea  of  the  ca> 
peroia,  widi  dM  Italian  alliea  of  tbe  lepeUic 

[;8]  Vegetius,  il.  2.  Arrian.  in  hia  order  of 
march  aad  battle  agatnft  the  AlaaL 

[J9]  The  fobje^l  of  the  ancient  machines  is 
treated  with  great  knowledge  and  ingcnuisy  by  the 
Chevalier  Folard  (F^bOp  torn.  ii.  p.  tjs— 290). 
He  prc£:ra  them  in  many  refpefli  to  our  mt^dern 
Cwmoo  and  mortars^  We  may  obfcrvc,  tfiat  the 
ufe  of  them  in  the  f.cld  gradually  became  more 
jpnvalcDt,  in  proportion  ai  perfooal  valour  and 
miiitaiy  IkiO  declined  with  the  Roman  empire. 
When  men  were  ro  :cn^:r  four.d,  tlnir  p.'ncc  was 
fupplicd  by  machines.  6ec  Vegetius,  ii.  a;.  Af. 
Han. 

[£o]  Vegeiiut  fioiOici  bis  fecond  book,  and  tho 
defcription  of  the  legion,  with  the  following  riB> 
phattc  worda,  **  Univcria  qo*  in  qnoqne  btlll 

*'.  f  eacto 
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NOTES  ON  THE  F1&YT  CHAPTER. 


*'  ganut  Mctflkru  eft  aedimtart  Uctm  legio  debet 
**  abiqoe  portuvt  ttia  qaafblsM  fatrit  €»lcn, 
•*  wmutm  feitt  cmMcB." 

[6i]  For  the  Roman  Callrcmcution,  fee  Poly- 
bias,  1.  vi.  with  LipfiDs  de  Militia  Romana,  Jo- 
feph.  de  Bell.  Jud.  1.  iii.  c.  ^  YegeiMt,  i.  aj— 45* 
iii.  9.  and  Memoircs  de  Gaichard,  com.  i.  c.  I. 

[6aJ  CkeiOM  Tefculan.  ii.  37.—J«Apk.  de  fiell. 
Jed.  I.  ii!.       Frantinai,  ir.  u 

.  [63]  Vcgcdu),  1.  9.  See  MoBoifei  dff  1*  An^ 
demiedea  lafctiptioM,  torn.  nr.  p.  1S7. 

fj^]  F.cc  thoft*  evolutioos  admirably  well  ex- 
plained by  M.  Guicbatd,  Nouveaux  Mmoirei^ 
Mil.  L  p.  141—434. 

[60  Tadtut  (Annal.  W.f)  JMa^rai4««  faie 

of  the  legioni  under  Tiberius :  and  Dion  Caflius 
(I.  Iv,  p.  794)  under  Alexander  S«vera«.  I  have 
cndeavoared  to  £x  on  the  proper  nediam  betiveaft 
tbofttwo  perioda.  See  Ukewiie  Lipfiai  de  Mi^ 
■itadiae  tL/mtai,  L  i.  c  4*  5. 

[66}  Hw  Romhu  trial  ta  di^saifir,  by  tbe  pic 
tetKc  of  rcligioQt  awe,  their  ^BMiiiaia  aadk  MMfr 

See  Tacit.  Germania,  c.  34. 

[67]  Pluurcii.  in  Marc.  Anton.   Aad  yet  if  wf 
aujr  credit  On&m,  tbeft  aMaOiau  caiUea  < 
tdwataMr.  «Li9. 


[6K]  See  Lipfiu*,  de  Magnitvd.  Rom.  L  i.  c. 
The  fuiteen  laA  chapters  of  Vcgeciu*  relate  to  na- 
val afkira. 

[69]  Vohaife,  Siede  de  Loui*  XTV.  c.  29.  It 
jBoft,  however^  be  rememberedf  lh«t  Vna»  Sill 
leelt  that  extraordinary  effort. 

[70]  See  Strabo.  I.  ii.  It  it  natoral  enoogh  to 
'fiippofe,  that  Arragon  ii  derived  frooi  Tarraconenfif, 
e0d  fevenl  aioderBi  who  have  neiltea  i 
a(e  thoTe  words  at  fynonymont.  It  It 
certain,  that  the  Arrsqon,  a  little  fiream  which 
fUit  from  the  Pyrencci  into  tbe  Ebio,  fird  gave 
ft*  aama  l»  a  caaatfi  aad  (radaally  to  a  Ung- 
dom.  See  Dufilie,  Ga^gnphia  da  Mayaa  Age* 
p.  181. 


[71]  Oae  bnadred.aod  iftcea  riikt  appear 
Aa  MoiMa  «f  Gaal.  Bat  Platardi  aad  Appiui 


iacnafe  the  avmbcr  of  tribea  aa  thcaa  ar  iiar 
fcaadicd. 

[72]  DanHHe.  Notfica  de  F  Aadeaae  Ga^ 
[7)]  W^iiafap**  HiHo»7  ^  MwMm,  eoLv 

'  [74]  Theltalisn  Veneti,  though  often  confound- 
ed with  the  Gauls,  were  more  probably  of  lUytiaa 
•Migio.  ^ae  M;  Un»$,  MwwiiHa  da  I*  Atidewie 
.de*  loferiptioiu,  tooi.  zviii. 

[75]  See  Mafet  Vcrana  illaftrata,  1.  i. 

[76]  The  firft  contrad  was  obrerveJ  by  the 
ancients.  See  Floras,  i.  11.  I'he  lecond  mnit 
tfiite  evefjp  modem  tfaveller. 

[77]  riinv  (Hid.  Natur.  I.  liL)  IbOowe  ib» did- 

iion  of  Italy,  by  Aognftni. 

£78]  Tattrae£iK.  Vjyi^  «a  Gidn  «t  Afit 
iliaMif,  laMMSffffi. 

[79}  The  name  of  Illyricam,  originally  belonged 
to  tlic  lea  cOiil  of  the  Hadriatic,  and  waj  gradiiallf 
extended  by  the  itoauns  froai  the  Alpa  to  ito 
Baxiiie  €«a.  ■  IM  Imvid  »maaia»  1.  i. «.  3. 

l»6i  A- V#ii«tfaB  tNwatkr.  the  Ahbaia  Poctiv 

has  lately  given  as  fome  account  of  thofe  very  olv 
fcure  countries.  But  the  geography  and  anti- 
quitirs  of  the  wcftern  lllyricuin,  can  ba  aapaAcd 
only  from  the  mnoificeDce  .of  the  eapaior,  ilt 
foTcreigo*.  ' 

rsi]  ThefiaM  riAeatar  tka.miS«M«rClnk 

ani.1  st.is  ci  nfiJcrcd  by  the  moiB cai!/ Giarin aajfaa 

principal  llrcam  of  the  Danube. 

[it)  See  the  Pcriplus  of  ArrUn.  He  examined 
the  coalls  of  the  Eoxtaet  whea  ha  waa  govoaor  of 
Cappadoda. 

[85]  The  pro£:rcfs  of  religion  is  we'l  krown. 
The  ufe  of  letters  was  introduced  among  the  ra- 
vages of  Europe  about  fifteen  hundred  yearii 
before  Chiift;  aad  tbe  Eeropeuia  carried  theai  to 
Aaierfca,  aboat  (Hteea  ecntufies  after  tbe  Chritfait 
ara.  Kut  in  a  period  of  three  thooi'ar.d  year*, 
the  Phczoician  alphabet  received  coolMiesaiile  al- 
terations, at  it  paflhd  tkaaagh  •rivihaada.afiil* 
Graelu  aad  Raiaaai. 

£t4]  Dieoi 
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NOTES  ON   THE  SECOND  CJIAPTER, 


[  Ptolemjr  ant?  Strn^:>,  w'wh  tSc  rfoj^-rn  'geo- 
graphers, fix  ihe  Ifthmoj  of  ^utz  as  the  boutiilary  of 
Afia  aoU  Africa.  Diooy£os,  Mela,  Pliny.  Sall«ft» 
HinUn,  and  Saliont,  liaw  preferxad  for  that  p«t» 
pefe  the  weftem  braoch  of  the  Nile,  or  orcB  the 
^riit  Catabathrauj,  or  dcfcent,  which  laH  wouW 
rcstign  CO  .Alia,  not  only  £gyp(>  but  part  of  Libya. 

[86]  Tbe  Ifiog  t$ng»t  moiatu  htight,  end 
fmtte  declSvIi7«f  oMoat  Attn  (fte  SkvuU  tra* 

vcIs  p.  arc  very  unlikr  a  foli:ary  mountiin 
which  (can  itf  head  into  the  clouds,  and  lioems  (O 
fvpport  the  hevHa*.  The  Peak  of  Teactii;  «■ 
the  contnrjr*  nk$  a  fc^pe  and  «  half  above'tlw 


furface  r>f  ihc  fca,  and  as  it  was  frrqitf  ntly  vifited 
by  the  Phccnicians,  might  engage  the  notice  of  the 
Greeic  poets.  See  BufTon,  HUMf*  NatONlltk 
ion.  i.p.|ia,  HtHoiie  dca  Vojnkgea,  laa.  iL 

[>'-]  M.  dc  Voltaire,  tnm.  xiv.  p.  297,  un- 
fupported  either  f»&  or  prebabtlity,  has  ^ene- 
TOMdy  bcllofKi  Ae  Oaaaiqr  Uaadt  on  Ac  JUaift 
cnfire* 

[88]  Bergicr,  Hill.  Jes  Grands  Cheai^  L  UL 
C.  I,  2,  3,  4,  a  very  uiieful  coilcAioa. 

[89]  See  Ttmgimm**  of  GMw^ 
tM  I  MMt  Mik  ika  ^oAw'i  4e«miag 


NOTES   ON     THE    SECOND  CHAPTER. 


iMted  aboM  the  midwaj  be- 
twees  Labor  aad  OebIL  The  conqotli 

of  Alexander  in  Hincioflan,  were  confined  to  the 
Penjab,  a  country  watered  by  the  fire  great  flr^nu 
^fthejedui.  . 

[a]  See  M.  de  Caiptet  Httein  det  Ham; 
l»xv,  xvi.  aodxvn. 

[j]  There  is  not  any  writer  who  JcfcriHes  in  fo 
lively  a  manner  as  Herodotus,  the  true  genius  of 
Polythti''m.  The  bed  commentary  may  be  foond 
in  Mr.  iiuoie's  Natural  Hifloryof  JUIi|^OB|  and 
the  bell  contraft  in  Bofltaet't  Uuveffa.1  Ififttwy. 
Some  obfcurc  cracct  of  an  intolerant  fpirit  appear 
in  iheconduflofthe  Egyptians,  (fee  JuvcDal.Sat,  xv.) 
and  the  Chriftians  as  well  as  Jews,  who  lived  ea* 
der  Ibe  Roaaa  eapire,  fbraaed  a  very  itnportaat 
eacc^dea :  ib  inpottaat  iadccd.  that  the  difcuffioa 
«iUM<|MnjKdiltiBAdMpict  ef  Avmrk. 

[4.]  The  rightti  pomr,  aad  pretenfions  of  the 
ibirereigp  of  Olvmp«»«  aie  verjr  clearly  deicribed 
in  the  xvth  book  of  the  Itiad :  ia  die  Greek  ori« 

glna),  I  mean  ;  for  Mr.  Pope,  without  peronvlRg  II^ 
has  improved  the  theology  of  Homer. 

See  for  iniUace.  Caefar  de  Bell.  GalU  vi.  17. 
Within  a  century  or  two  the  GauU  themlclvea 
applied  (o  their  go4a  the  aaoKt  af  Mueuy,  Man* 
Afoko,  ItQ. 

4 


(^]  The  admirable  work  of  Cicero  de  J^atura 
°l>eorDra.  It  the  bcft  clue  we  have  to  guide  us 
through  the  dr.rk  and  profound  abyfj.    He  repre- 
fcnts  with  candour,  and  confutet  with  fubtlety,  the 
•piDioaaeftbepUlf^vM**'    -      i  . 

{7}  Ide  JMK  pretead  to  aiG»t,  that,  ia  thu  ure- 
J^ous  age,  the  natural  terrors  of  fupcrllition, 
dreani,  ooicai,  apparittoas,  &c.  had  loll  their 
eBcacy. 

[9]  Soeratea,  Bpicarai,  Cieeiot  asd  Pl'otarch, 

always  inculcated  a  decent  reverence  for  the  rcJigioa 
of  their  own  country,  and  of  mankind.  The  devo- 
tion of  Epiconii  wai  aiidaoat  and  txtrnfUuf, 

Dlogen,  Laert.  x.  10. 

[g]  Polybitt*,  L  vi.  c  j»,  j^.  Juvenal.  Sat. 
xiH.  laBMmia.  thaiiakb  ibw  lUa  appnkaifion  had 
lotanebofili 


[loj  See  the  fate  of  Syracufc,  Tarentum,  An. 
brada,  Coriatb,  ttc  the  coadaft  gf  Verres,  in 
CSetoi  (Aaktii.  Oiat.  4.),  nad  ibo  afinl  2>n^ce 
«f  goeeiiion»  la  Aa  vSik  taiwcf  JavaMl, 


[•i] 


ia  ClMdT-n»'  His.  m'a. 


[lal  P^eikaticr  Hilofaa  d»  CtiCM^  «»;  «i. 


[■J} 
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KOTES  ON  THE  SECOND  CHAPTER. 


[  tj]  Seawa  Codbbt.  ad  Hdv'itn,  p.  74.  Edit. 

ti4]  DkMjfim  Halictm.  Aadqaittb  R«auub 
J.iL 

{15]  la  the  jrear  of  Rome  701,  the  temple  of 
If*  ud  Scrapii  wu  demotifted  bf  dm  order  of  tbc 

fenate,  (Dion  Cr.Siut,  1.  xl.  p.  2^?)  and  even  by  tlie 
kand(orthecoiiful(\'a!eriu$Maximuj,i.3.)  Aftertlie 
^eath  of  Cefar,  it  was  rrllored  at  the  public expttMB 
(Dion,  U  xlvii.  p.  501.)  WJiea  AugvAiu  waa  in  Egypt 
he  revered  the  najeSy  of  Sen^fs,  (Dion,  ].  li. 
T-  647.}  bat  in  the  Pomxrium  of  Rome,  and  a  mile 
ffSoAd  lit  prohibited  the  worAiip  of  the  Egyptian 
godi  (U^t  !•  I"t>  p.  679.  U  liv.  p-  735O.  They 
remained,  however,  Tcry  AiOiionable  under  his 
(Bigo*  (Ovid,  de  Art.  Amand.  1.  i.)  and  that  of  hia 
fncceflbr,  till  tba  jaJUet  of  Tiberias  mm  pro*«fc«d 
to  Tome  afls  of  feverity.  (See  Tadt.  AuuL  &  S5< 
Jofeph  Aniiquit.  1.  xviii.  c.  3.) 

[t6]  TertuUian  in  Apologeiic.  c.  6.  p.  74.  Edit, 
Havcrcanp.  I  am  indiacd  to  attribate  their  eta* 
UtlhaiaBt  to  iba  devotaaa  of  At  FiaviaB  fioailf. 

(i7j  8eaIav]r»Lidaad»BX. 

*   [iS]  Ifaeiob.  Satumafiat  L  iS*  c.  91  Ha  gtm 

■  ms  a  form  of  evoc  a  tion . 

[19]  Minutittt  Fxlixia  0£lavio,  p.  54.  Arno- 
biai,  i.  vi*  p*  t>S* 

[20]  Tadtw  AaaaL  n.  S4*  Tha  OrUs  Romaaat 

of  the  learned  Spaoheiin,  is  a  complete  hi'lory  of  th; 
progrcOtvc  admiOion  of  Latium,  Iul/>  and  the  pro- 
viaoee*  to  lh«  fiaedoai  of  Roaic 

[ai]  Herodctni,  t.  q;.  It  (hould  feen,  how- 
ever*  that  ha  followed  a  lai|^  aad  popalar  eAiaiap 
tion« 

{at]  Athenau  Deipnolbphift,  I.  vi.  p.  2:2. 
'^t.  iCalbttboo.  Mearfiaa  de  Fortuaft  Attica,  &  4. 

[2-%]  See  a  very  accurate  cnllcflion  of  the  nom- 
beri  of  each  Lutlium  in  M.  de  Beaufort,  RcpubU- 
qne  Rooiaiae,  1.  i*-.  c.  4. 

[ul  Appian  d«  Bell,  civfl.  L  i.  Velkiaa 
•ntolM*       <  15.  16/17. 

[25]  M  rcenaj  had  advifeJ  him  to  declare  by  oaa 
edia,  all  hu  fubjca*,  citizens.   But  we  may  juttly 

S 


fofpeS  that  die  hiSoriaa  Dion  wu  Aa  aollw  of  t 

cnuncil,  fo  much  adapted  to  the  prafttCO of.bb OVR 
age,  and  fo  little  to  chat  of  Auguilus, 

[26]  The  fenatort  were  obliged  to  have  one  third 
of  their  earn  hwded  property  ia  Italy.  See  Pita. 
1.  vi.  ep.  19.  The  qualification  was  reduced  bf 
Marcus  to  one  foarth.  bince  the  reign  of  Trajaa* 
Italy  had  fonkncarer  to  thetevdof  tbepreviaoes. 

Itj]  The  firft  part  of  the  Verona  illuarata  oTlba 
marquis  Mafin,  givea  the  deareft  aad  moft  com- 
prchenfiwe  viear  of  ^  iate  of  Italy  under  the 
Gcftia. 

[^8]  See  Paofaaiat,  1.  rii.  The  Romans  coo- 
defcended  to  refiore  the  names  of  thofe  ■"^■"HiTij 
whea  they  coold  ao  longer  be  dangerou. 

[29]  They  are  frequently  mentioned  by  Casfar. 
The  Abbe  Dubos  attempts,  with  very  little  fucceG. 
to  prove  that  the  afbakbUet  of  Gaol  were  coati»aed 
•adartbacaparon.  Haeho  do  WTfihriiiaBWI  4t 
liooaicUe  Fraafaile»  L  L  a.  4. 

a 

.   [So]  8dNcaiaOoBftlat.adHalriui*c.  & 

fjO  Memnon  apod  Photium,  c.  33.  Va- 
lab  ItouB.  ix.  2.  Platarch  and  Dioa  Cafiua  fwell 
thaMa0aciatoiso,aooddaflBlt  batlfflioalddlcai 
the  fiaallar  aomber  «o  ba  moit'tbaa  faficieat. 

[  Twenty  f.ve  colonies  were  fectled  in  Spaia 
(fee  Piin.  iliU.  Naiur.  iii.  3,  4.  i».  t  j) ;  nod  aiae 
in  Briuin,  of  which  London,  Colchefler,  Lincoln, 
Chefter,  Gloncciler,  and  Bath.  AIll  remain  con- 
£derable  cities  (fee  Richard  of  Cirenccder,  p.  36, 
aad  WhiiaiEcr*(  Hiaor]r.of  MaachaBar,  L  i.  c  3). 

Aul.  GelL  Noaes  Atticac,  xvi.  13.  The 
emperor  Hadtiao  axpitflbd  hit  ftiprUa,  chat  tha 
■  citie*  of  Utica,  Gadee,  aad  ftttka,  which  already 

enjoyed  the  rights  of  Mmiiiiifia,  (hould  (blitit  the 
.  title  of  nltMitt.   Their  example,  however,  became 
ftflkioaable,  and  tha  empire  waa  filled  with  hooa. 
rary  colonic-.  Sea  Spaaliei«»  de  Uft  Nonifiaataai* 

Diffcrtat.  xiii. 

[34]  Spanhcim,  Orbis  Roman,  c.  8.  p.  6^. 

[]$]  AriRid.  ia  Roam  Eacoouo,  torn.  i.  p. 
ai8  B<6t.  JebK 

[36]  Tadt  AaaaL  d.  aj,  24.  Hifi.  in  74* 

Ii7l  *• 
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KOT£S  ON  THE  tICOND  CHAPTER. 


r.<7l  S»  FN*.  Hift.  Natar.  18  {.  AigaftiD.  A 

Civftate  Dei,  xi(.  7.    Lipfioi  4t  pamudaiioM 

Lisgva:  Latinx,  c.  3. 

[:8J  Apaltijs  and  Augallin  will  anrMrer  for 
Africa  ;  Strabo  for  Spain  and  Quit  TadlvSt  in 
the  life  of  Agric  la,  for  Britain  ;  and  Vfllcius  Pa- 
Mrealuij  for  Pannonia.  I'o  them  wc  may  add  the 
liBguagi  flf  the  laftfiftMin. 

[3  The  Celtic  wai  preferved  in  the  moantaini 
of  Wale-,  Cwowall,  and  Annorici.  We  may  ob- 
ftnre  that  Apnlefai  reproadwa*  kn  African  yootb, 

who  lived  among  the  v:I"ft  of  the  populace,  with 
the  afe  of  the  Panic }  whilft  he  bad  almoA  forgot 
deck,  and  mSAtr  toM  aor  wonid  fpeak  Latin 
(Apolog.  p.  fgfi,).  The  greater  pnrt  of  AaAia'a 
congregation*  were  flrangers  to  the  Punic. 

.  Spain  alone  produced  Columella,  the  S«ne- 

cai,  La'can,  Martial,  aad  Qiuatiliaa.' 

[41]  There  is  not,  I  believe  from  Dionjrfiut  to 
LibaniUf  a  fiaglc  Greek  critic  who  owatMMM  Vif^U 
ar  llenea.  They  iccm  i^gnoraat  dM  thitBflWm 
haAnj  good  writer*. 

[4:]  The  curious  reader  may  fee  In  Dvpifal  (Bi- 
bliotheque  hcclcfiafiique.  taim.  xtx.  p.  1.  c  t.)  how 
anich  Ac  afe  of  tho  sf  liae  wai  Egjfpdm  lu^pagcf 
wa<  flill  picfenred. 

[43]  See  Juveaal,  Sat.  SL  aadtv.  AaniMk 

Maxcellin.  xxii.  16. 

[44]  Dion  Caffiuf ,  1.  Ixxvii.  p.  i,a7s.  The  firft 
indance  Mppotd  owicr  dw  naga.  of  Sopiialoa 

Sererus. 

[4j]  See  Valerios  Maximui,  1.  ii.  c-  a.  a.  2. 
The  emperor  Claadint  ditfranchifed  an  emiaeot 
Grecian  for  not  nnderRandiog  Latin.  He  waa 
prahably  in  ibme  public  office.  Saetoniat  in  Cland. 
C161. 

[46]  In  the  camp  of  LucuIIua,  an  ox  fold  for  a 
drachma,  and  a  Have  for  four  drachnc,  or  abont 
OumMKbtgt,  Pfatafch.  ia  LflcaU.  p.  jSo. 

[4  ]  Diodorai  Sicolaa  in  Bclog.  Hift.  1.  mfr. 
Mdxxxvi.    Plonii,  iii.  19,  ac. 

[48J  Sea  a  remarkabk  iaflaoca  of  knd^,  is 
Ckoo  bk  Verreo,  v.  3. 


[49]  See  ia  Grater,  aad  di«  other  colledon,  a 

great  nnmber  of  inf.riptioos  addrefled  by  Haves  to 
their  wivea,  children,  fellow-fcrvant*,  mailers,  &c. 
Thep  art  ail  flMft  prclbaUf  Of  the  jBporial  at*. 

Cjo]  See  the  Auguftan  Hi.lory.  and  a  DilTcrca- 
lion  of  M.  de  Burigoy,  in  the  xaatrth  volome  of  tho 
Academ/  of  Infcriptioiu,  upoa  the  Romas  flavei. 

See  another  differtatiOB  of  hL  de  Burigaj 
ia  tho  xmriith  trolaate,'oa  the  Konaa  freed meo.  ^ 

[52]  Spaohdai,  Orbl*  Aooaa*  L  L  c  18* 

p  i;4,  &c, 

-  £sjj  Seaeca  de  Clemen  tU,  I.  L  c.  24.  The 
•tigiBil  it  aiaeh  Axongcr,  "  Qnaatom  pericitliua 
iuiacret  Ii  fttvi  aoiri  aaoHHia  aoi  covifkat.** 

[54]  Sec  Pliti)  (IPul.  Natur.  I.  xxxili.)  and  Athe- 
BBui  (Oeipnofophift.  1.  vi.  p.  »jt).  The  latter 
bdMIy  aflttti,  that  he  kaew  tetf  naay  (.«^»rtA«J 
Romans  who  polTefTed,  not  for  ufe,  but  oftaatatiaat 

ten  and  even  twenty  thoufand  Have*. 

[$s]  I«  P«u  there  are  Bot  aiote  thaa4j,7eo4»> 
mefticiof  offcnrftn.  aocacwclfihrpaitor  ihoia- 
habitants.  MellhngvRcchcfchei  lar  laFbaahtioa. 

p.  186. 

Es^l  A  learned  lUfe  fold  lor  nmy  hundred 
poanda  fterliagt  Attieaa  alwaya  brad  and  taught 
them  hiaiftlf,  CoiacL  Kepoa  ia  Vit.  c  13. 

r,?]  Many  of  the  Roman  phyficiaos  were  flav^ 
See  Dr.  Mtddlcton'i  Diflertatioo  andOeieace. 

[$8]  Their  .ranki  aad  afficei  are  rety  eajpioafl* 
taaneialtd  by  Pigaoriat  de  Servii. 

(f9]  Tacit.  Aaaal.  xiv.  43,  They  all  wcm 
.•wcaiid  Ibr  aat  pimiviBg  d^ir  mpftn'mwrdir. 

[60]  Apalriai  ia  Apobg.  p.  548.  Bdit.  Def. 

phin. 

[61]  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  I.  xxxiti.  47. 

[61]  Compute  twenty  aiUion*  in  Prance, 
twenty  two  in  Gemany,  Ibarla  Hungary,  ten  in 
Ittly  withitiinanrf,,  ei^ht  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  eight  in  Spafn  r.nd  Portugal,  tenor  twelve 
in  the  European  Raffia,  fix  in  Poland,  fia  ivGlteco 
and  Taxkey,  fear  ia  Sivcdea,  ihita  in.  Denmark 

and 


WOf ES  OW  THE  »«COMD  CHAFTER. 


nd  Norway,  ibnr  in  the  Low'ConD:rie$.  The  wliok 
would  amouDt  to  oee  heaiMd  end  five,  or  oee 
}iundrrJ  and  fcvcn  milliou.    See  Voltaire,  de 

Hiiloirc  Gcncralc. 

.  (65J  Jofcph.  dc  Beil.  Judaico.  L  it.  c  16.  The 
«fatiea  of  Agrippa,  or  rather  of  the  hi&oriao,  ta  u 
iae  pifiere  of  the  Romin  enpire. 

[(I4]  Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  29.  Augutlos  buihln 
Rone  the  temple  and  fomm  of  Mart  the  Avenger: 
«Ro  teaple  of  Jeyker  ToMot  in  the  capitol ;  that 

of  Apollo  Palatine,  with  public  librnriej  ;  tlie  potw 
tico  and  bafilica  of  Caius  and  Luciui,  the  pariicoe* 
M* Livia  end  Oftatia.  and  the  theatre  of  Marcellus. 
The  example  of  the  fovereijjn  was  imitated  by 
his  miniOcrs  and  generals;  and  hit  friead  Agrippa 
left  behiad  hioi  the  iaimotttl  monuBeat  of 
pantheon. 

[6j]  See  Mitki,  Verona  illuArata,  1.  iv.  p.  68. 

{66}  See  the  xth  book  of  PUoy'a  EpUUea.  He 
nentioM  the  Ibilowiag  worka,  carried  on  et  tlfe 
expcr.cc  nf  thedtiea.  AtNicumedia,  a  new  for  era, 
aa  aq^edua.  and  e caaal.  left  nnfaiihed  by  «  King) 
at  Nice,  a  Gynaafiaai,  and  a  theam  which  had 
already  coil  near  ninety  thoufand  pounds ;  baths 
•t  Prufa  and  Claudiopolit  {  and  an  aqoedoa  of 
iztetn  adlM  la  teagth  forthe  alb  «f  tlaipei 

{6f]  Hadrian  afterwards  made  a  very  eqaicable 
lagalatien,  which  divided  all  treafure  trove  bc- 
.f  it  the  right  of  property  and  that  of  difcovery, 

[69]  PhUottiat.  ia  Vit.  SopbU.  1. «.  Pf  54S. 

(6g]  Ada*  Oeflias,  in  Noft.  Attic  LuhLtk 
.SvUi.  10.  xix.  12.    Philollrat.  p.  564. 

[70]  See  PhUbllrett  i.  ii.  p.  $48.  $(6.  Paofaniaf, 
I.  it  asd  vit.  lO.  The  life  odF  Hcrodes,  in  .the  xxxth 
volaae  of  the  Mdnofri  of  the  Acadeny  of  Ia« 

Icriptions. 

[71]  It  is  p«fticol*rly  remarked  of  Athens  by 
Dieaarcha*.  do  WMa  Gtactie,  p.  8^  iater  Oeo- 
ffapaea  aaiaenk  ewN  naanak 

[-a]  Donatus  dc  Roma  Vetere,  I.  iii.  c.  4,  5, 
Mardini  Roma  Aatka,  1*  iiL  11,  is,  13.  aad  a 
M8-.  I>efi»tptloa  of  andeat  Rome,  by  Befaaides 
OriceUario^  or  R'aceDai^  of  «fcich'|  obtaiaad  a 


•  dopy  from  the  library  of  the  Canoa  Ricardi  at 
Fkreaee.  Two  celebrated  piAeret  of  TioMaAee 

and  of  Protogencs,  arc  mentioned  by  Pliny,  at  ia 
the  temple  of  Peace ;  and  the  Laocoon  was  found 
ia  the  hatha  of  lltot. 

[73]  MoatfincoB  PAatfqaitda  Bxfdiqade,  tomm 

it.  p.  2>  1-  i.  c.  9.  Febtctti  has  compofeda  TCiy 
learned  treaiifc  on  the  aqucdofli  of  Rome. 

[74]  jEIian  Hift.  Var.  1.  ix.  c  16.  He  lired 
la  the  daie  of  Alnaaddr  Saveraa.  Ma  F!dakie% 
Bibfieth.  Gneeat  L  iv.  e  xi. 

t7f1  jA'*pI>-  de  Bell.  Jnd.  ii.  16.  The  neiaber, 
hoiMver,  is  mentioaod,  aad  iheiild  ho  iwaitcd 
with  a  degree  of  latiladck 

[76]  PUo.  Hift.  Nitor.  HI. 

[77]  Plin.  Hift.  Nat ur.  iii.  3.  4.  iv.  35.  The 
lift  fcems  authentic  and  accunne:  the  divifion  of 
the  proviocea  aad  the  diflereot  '««Hitipn  of  tha 
ciiiea»  aee  abataly  difthgalflwd. 

[78]  Strabon.  Geograph.  I.  xrii,  p.  i  i8g. 

[793  Jofcph.  de  Bell.  jod.  ii.  16.  Philoikat,  ia 
Vic.  Sofiiill.  L  ii.  ji.  $48.  Bdlb  Okar. 

[80]  Tacit.  AaaaL  ir.  $9.  I  have  (akea  ftme 

pains  in  confolting  and  ct>mpartng  modfrn  rr3\TT. 
lers,  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  thofe  eleven  cities  of 
Afia ;  feven  or  eight  are  totally  deflroyed,  Hypapa^ 
Tr.illfi,  Laodicea,  Ilium,  Halicarnafltis,  Mllrtu', 
Ephefus,  and  itre  may  add  Gardes.  Of  the  remain- 
ing three,  Pergamos  is  a  ftraggling  village  of  two 
or  three  thoufand  inhabitants,  hilagiiefiar,  trader 
the  aaiae  of  Gnzel  Uflar.  a  towa  «f  Camt  coale* 
quence;  and  Smyrna,  a  great  city,  peopled  m 
hundred  thoufand  fouls.  But  evca  at  Sayiw 
while  the  Fraakp  haw  ■"'fhfil  caauMce*  iha 
Tarks  have  raiacd  llw  aita. 

-  [^,]  See  a  very  exaA  ai»d  picafing  deAri^tfan 
of  the  ruios  of  Laodicea,  id  Chaadkr'a  Timik 
tbiOBgh' Ate  Unor,  p.  aaj,  tn^ 

'  [«t]'Sinbok  UiA,p,tH,  He  had  ftadM  at 
Tralks. 

[83]  See  a  Dilhiiatida  of  M.  d*  Boer,  Mem. 
de  TAcademie,  ion.  xriii.  '  AHSifca'pnMoiiiiosd 
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cord  CO  the  riraJ  cities 

[S4]  The  iohabttUU  of  E(7pt,  CKlnfifCt  of 
' AfcuaaMt,  anomted  to  Htwen  nltlloiii  mi  t  half 

(Jofeph.  Ae  Belt.  Jod.  ii.  16.).  Ucdir  the  military 
govermnenc  of  the  Manilaket,  Syria  was  fuppofed 
to  contain  6xty  ikoafaaA  viUlfn*    (HUoilC  <l» 

Timor  Bcc,  I  t,  c.  20.) 

[8S]  Tks.  Iblbwiag  IltMmigr  nay  ferre  to  con- 
rej  fene  Un  of  tkt  diitaioa  of  the  roid,  aod  of 
the  difUiKc  betweea  the  priacipal  towm.  I.  From 
tlM  wtll  of  AMaMutao  York  sas  Robhw  ailM.  XL 
hmtrnttf.  ttU  Umi^mSmMdkSj,  nr.Tbt 
navigation  to  Boalogae  45.  V.  Rheim*  174,  VI. 
Lyon*  3JO.    VII.  MiUn  Vlil.  Hone  436. 

IX.  Brandafiam  360.  X.  Th*  MvlflMiea  t» 
Djusacluiia  40.  XI.  Byaa»tiain  711.  Xlf.  Ancyrs 
aBj.  XIII,  Tarfui  301.  XIV.  Antioch  14.1.  XV. 
Tyre  t^?.  XVI.  Jerofalem  168.  In  all  4080 
RoflUBiOr  374o£asliflimlM,  te  the  Iiinemiaa 
fiMHMfe7WtfUlBf,UaaateiioMs  Galeaad^ 
Siakehf  §ar  Bdnin,  waA  U,  ]>«Millite  GmI  mi 
Italy. 

[86]  MontfaucoD,  TAntiqait^  E«pUqu^e,  torn, 
iv.  p.  a.  1.  i.cs)  bM. dufrrihrt  tlttliii4»«r 
Narai,  Alcantara,  Nifiniu^  Ac; 

[87]   Bergier.  Hifloire  det  graadl  CiMHiM  49 

rEmpire  Romain,  1.  ii,  c.  i — 28. 

[88]  Procopiai  in  HUL  Arcaai,  c.  30.  Bctiier 
Rift,  det  grandt  CkeaiM*  L  iv.  Coda  Tkcodafaai 

I.  viii.  tit.  V.  vol.  ii.  p.  se6— {6),  with  Godtficgr^ 
laarxked  commentary. 

[89]  Intiie  timeof  Tbeodofioi^  C«fidH»aat 
tiftrate  of  Ut^  nnk.jawM  pot        AMtoeh  19 

Conllantinople.  He  began  hi«  joiuney  at  night, 
wai  in  Cappadocia  (165  mile*  from  Aniioch)  tha. 
eofuing  evening,  aadanivcdat  Conflaatinopb  ll« 
^xth  day  aboat  aooa.  Tha  wlwk  diAance  waa 
7asllognan,.or  665  Engliih  auka.  Sec  LibauA* 

[90]  Pliny,  thoagh  a  &Toart(e  aod.a  niaiAIr, 
tud^MM  ipdl^  far  gftiay  poftfaofftittt  Ilia  niin 
«B«lh»aMiiuigiMibifiMfe,i  Bpifti  ju  lai,  im^  » 

€.49-  • 
Vol.  I. 


SECOND  CHAFtEK.  |« 

{917  nia.  HUL  Nttw.  aiaw  i • 

[93]  It  it  not  improbable  that  the  Greeki  and 
Phoeniciani  introdaced  fome  new  ant  and  pro- 
dndioBt  into  tko  aeighbeiujioed  of  MaiftiUa  aad 
G«dea. 

-  [94]  Sea Hoaer  (MyC  1.  is.  v.  3S>.- 

[95]  Plin.  Hitt,  Natar.  I.  xir. 

[96]  Strab.  Gcograph.  1.  ir.  p.  atj.  Theiatenie 
cold  -f  -  '^-iKfTTitw  irai  ■lanll|iniwMri  wmmg 

the  ancienti. 

£97]  beginning  of  the  irth  centary,  tbe 

Oramr  BOmCaint  (Panegyric.  Veter.  viii.  6.  edit. 
Delpbin.)  fpeaki  of  the  vine*  in  the  tcrritoty  of 
Aaun.  which  were  deca|ed  thioagh  $gt,  aad  the 
ArtplaMaiiMorwiidiwaiMtallyiiBkiiaini.  Th* 
Pagui  Arc^nj-nu!  13  fappofcd  by  M.  Danville  to  be 
the  diiiriti  ot  Beaune,  celebrated,  even  at  prcfent, 

li»  OM  ef  the  fit  gpeiMba  of  Bnim4f. 
[98]Flla,I]]t.Nttar.Lxr. 

[too]  See  the  atpenble  BflhyiOB  AgricnhBi* 

bjr  Mr.  Harte,  in  which  he  has  colleAed  alt  that  tVt 
aideata  and  modernt  have  faid  of  lucerne. 

rioij  Tack.  Germaaia,c  4g.PUjt.  Uift. Natar. 
nxfjH.li.  TkelaMMUM.wMflMeftnMMr, 
that  cm  falhiofl  had  not  yet  fbnad  out  the  nie  of  as. 
ber.  Neio  feat  a  Roman  knight,  10  potchafegitat 
quantitiei  on  the  fpot,  wtoeit  waa  pndocBdi  the 
coaft  of  modern  Praffia. 

[loa]  Called  Tapiobaaa  by  the  Romans,  and 
ftwndlb  by  the  Arabt.  It  was  difcovered  under 
the  reign  of  Claadiai,  and  |;radnally  hfiraaie  th» 
principal  mart  of  the  caO. 

[ 1 03J  Plin.  Hit.  Natar.  L  vi,  Sti^  I.  ^ 

.  Cjyj  Wifc  Augun.  p.  J24.  A  filk  garment  w»t 
cWMMdw  aii  omamcDt  to  a  woman,  bat  at  « 
4|paieiv  BMB.  ; 

£105]  The  twoyeeepaMl  iftalM  weieUiefttte. 
■aatprcfent,  Ormuz  aad  capeComerin.  A:  well  as  we 
Ca>  compara  aacient  with  modem  geograph/t  Rome 
waafiqipliad  wiikiliaata*  Sw  tbe  mlMef  Jk. 
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mlpor,  in  Beagal,  wkkk  It  dcftfibcd  b  iBt  Vof* 
zget  de  Taverakr*  ton.  it.  p.  sBi. 

[106]  Tadt.  AauL  in.  st.    la  a  ipMck  ^ 

Tibcrioj. 

[1C7]  Plin.  Hin.  Natur.  xii.  iS.  In  aootber 
place  he  computes  half  chatruai  QgbgcatM*  &  S« 
for  India  exciufive  of  Arabia. 

[108]  TIm  ptoporlion  which  wu  i  to  10,  ud 
is4^  roft  tS  i4^tiM  legai  rcgulatioBof  ConftnttiM* 
8m  Arbailwat'i  Tabln  of  aacint  Cobt,  c.  w. 


[109]  Among  many  other  pafiagei,  fee  Plioy, 
(Uift.  Natur.  iii.  5  )  Arifiidci,  (de  Urbe  Roaa) 
■adTeftalliaa  (d«  Aaioil*  c  30.}. 

"  fite}  Heradet  Adieai  gave  the  Ibphift  Pbleno 

above  cij>ht  tlioofand  pound*  for  three  declamations. 
See  PliiioiUat.  i.  i.  p.  $$8.   The  Antoninei  found- 


ed a  fitenl  at  Atkrne,  la  wUdi  praMbn  ef  gna»> 

mar,  rhetoric,  politics,  and  the  four  fjfs:  fffts  aC 
philofophy,  were  maintained  at  the  public  expence 
fai  the  iaftniAion  of  youth.  The  falary  of  a  phihK 
fhpher  wai  ten  thoufand  drtcbmc,  between  three 
and  foar  hundred  pound)  a  year.  Similar  e&ablilh« 
aients  were  formed  in  the  other  great  citie*  of  the ' 
empire.  Sea  Lodaa  in  Esnocb.  toot.  ii.  p.  jjj^ 
adit.  Bake.  PUMm.  I.  il.  s^-  Hil.  IUa> 
|«S.p.ai.  DIeaCkflet,  L  bad.  pk  1195. 

[ill]  Longin.  daSaUiia.  c  4}.  p.  stg.  edbs/ 
Toll.  Here  too  waatt/Ajef  Loagiaa^  **  UteiMft 
example  flrengtheat  all  hfa  hwa."   fnRead  oTpio* 

poGng  his  fentimenti  with  a  manly  boldncfs,  beb* 
fioaatet  them  with  the  moft  guarded  caadoa,  paCi 
dwB  into  the  amath  of  a  ftimdj  aad  at  Ar  aa  «• 

can  collcfl  from  a  corniptid  tai^  auitBia  AtWoP 

rcfuiing  them  bimfclf. 
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CO  OftOSlUS,  ti.  tS. 

[2]  JbHus  Ca;far  introduced  foldiers,  flrangert 
and  half.barbarianat  into  the  feaate  (Sueion.  is 
r.  c.  77*  to.).  Tko  ahalh  becaoM  lilt  1 


[3]  Dion  Caffiai*  1.      p.  69).  Saetoaiai  ia 

Aoguft.  c.  55. 

[4]  Dion  (L  liii.  p.  698)  give*  ■*  a  prolix  and 
bombal  l^ceeh  on  thi*  great  occafion.  I  have  bor^ 
towed  from  Suetoniai  aad  Tadiaa  thegyocral  laao. 
gvage  of  Aaguftus. 

|j]  Im^mttr  (from  which  «e  have  derived  em* 

peror)  iignified  under  the  republic  no  more  ihan 
ffHtrdt  and  was  emphaticaii/  befiowed  bjr  the 
IbMIer^  when  on  die  field  of  battle^  ptoddawd 

their  viflorious  leader  worthy  of  that  title.  Whea 
the  Roman  tmpirtn  affumed  it  in  that  feofe,  the/ 
placed  it  after  th 
bad  taken  it. 

(61  DioB,  1.  Uii.  p.  7«3> 


[7]  Livy  Epitotn.  !.  xiv.    Valcr.  Maxim,  vi.  3, 

[8]  See  in  the  viiith  book  of  Livy,  the  conda^ 
of  Manliu  Torquatas  aad  Papiriut  Carfor.  Thef 
violated  the  laws  6f  nature  and  humanity,  bet  they 
averted  thoft  of  military  difcipUne }  and  the  people, 
who  abboned  tbeadUon*  waa  obliged  10  le^^  tba 
priociple. 

£9]  B7  the  laviih  bat  unconfliaiaod  Ml^gn  ef 
people,  Ponpef  bad  ofalalacd  a  vHSxuj.  cam- 
mand  fcarcely  inferior  to  that  of  AoguAiis.  AmOBg. 
the  extraordinary  afts  of  power  executed  by  the  for* 
ner*  are  may  remark  the  foundation  of  twenty  nine 
chieib  aad  the  dtftrilmtieB  of  ihite  or  ibar  millioai 
ierfiagto  hie  troopa.  The  ratHcatka  of  bit  aOt 
met  with  fome  oppofition  and  delayi  in  ilie  fenace. 
See  Plutarch,  Appiaa,  Dion  Cafliuii  and  the  firft 
book  of  the  epiitlet  10  Attkae.  • 

[le]  Under  the  commonwealth,  a  triamph  could 
ealf  be  cliiaMd  by  the  genaial,  a^o  ««•  aathorifedr 
to  take  the  Aafpfeea  in.  the  aaae  of  the  people.* 

By  an  cxafl  cor.fcquence  drawn  from  thii  principle 
of  polic/  and  tciigioa,  the  triaiaph  wai  leferved 
7  la. 
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xi 


to  tli«  emperor,  and  hii  moil  fuccf  r;fn!  Heutemnti 
were  fatitfied  with  fome  marlu  of  diAtoduon,  which, 
under  the  name  of  iriflnphal  keaoonb  wtn  iatCBt- 

cd  in  their  favour. 

[ii]  Cicero  (de  Lcgibot,  iii.  3.)  givei  the  c«a* 
fikroffict  the  name  of  Regia  p^ujlat!  and  Poljr- 
biu$  (1.  vi.  c  3.)  obfcrvcs  three  poweri  in  the  Ro- 
nao  conflitatioa.  The  mooaxchicai  wa<  reprefcntcd 
■ad  cx0tdftd  bf  dw  Canfiria. 

tlx]  At  the  tribnnitian  power  (diftlnfLfiom  the 
annaal  office)  wai  firft  invented  for  the  diAator 
Ckln  (Dioa»  1.  xJin  p.  3^4.)*  we  nay  eafily  con- 
odve,  that  it  wii  given  iMNuniftrlnnng  fii 
nobly  afTerted.  by  armi,  the  Actad  ligbtt  vf  tbtf 
tribaoea  and  people.  See  bit  oaraCMMaanllricib 
deBdl.  Cliril.  I.  i. 

[13]  AogvHaa  OKidfedl  oiM  aaaaaf  eaa'Alfliipi 

without  interruption.  We  then  moft  artfully  re- 
fufed  that  magiftrac/  as  well  aa  the  diClatorOiip, 
abfented  himfelf  from  Rome,  and  waited  till  the  fit* 
ul  cffeAs  of  tamolt  and  fadion  forced  the  ferate  to 
intreft  him  with  a  perpetual  confalfbip.  Auguftut, 
«a  well  aa  bis  foccefTors,  albftedt  boivcvar*  le  coa- 
ceal  lb  invidioni  a  title. 

[  14]  See  a  fragment  of  a  Decree  of  the  Senate, 
cooferriag  on  the  emperor  Vefpafian,  all  the  powers 
granted  to  his  predeceflbrs,  Auguftui,  Tiberius, 
and  Claudios.  This  cuiioua  and  taportaat  mona- 
aaeat  ia  pnbliAad  is  Qxwef*  Inferiptioaa,  No. 
CGiSL 

[15]  Two  confuls  were  creatrJ  on  the  Caleada 
of  January }  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  others 
«a«  fobtiMled  in  tbeir  plaeei,  till  the  annual  nnn- 
ber  fecms  to  hare  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  twelve. 
1  he  pra:ior5  were  ufually  fixteen  or  eighteen  (Lip- 
fiw  in  Excurf.  D.  ad  Tacit.  Annal.  I.  i.).  I  have 
not  mentioned  the  uEdilea  or  Qa^Oor*.  Officer! 
of  the  police  Or  reveane  eafily  adapt  tbemfrlves 
to  any  form  of  government,  in  the  time  of  Nero 
the  tribunes  legally  pofleflaHl  the  right  of  hutrt^fitmt 
though  it  might  be  (famgerons  toeiereile  it  (  Tacit. 
Annal.  \\\-  26  ).  In  the  time  of  Trajan,  it  wis 
doubtful  whether  the  tribunelhip  was  aa  o&ce  or  a 
aaiM  (Plia.  Bpit. 

[16]  The  tyrants  themfelves  were  anbtdou  of 
tbe  cMTaUbtp.  Tbe  Tirtaoat  ptincea  were  oio* 


derate  in  the  porfnit,  and  exafl  in  the  difcharge  of 
it  Trajan  revired  the  ancient  oath,  and  fwore  be* 
fore  the  conful's  tribunal,  that  1m  WMiId-abAfve 
tlw  laws  (PUo.  Pu(;gytic*  c  640<  '  t 

[p]  Quoties  Magiftratuum  Comitus  interelTct, 
tribus  com  candidatii  fuit  cireuibat :  fuppiicabat- 
qve  note  Mnaai.  Farcbet  ct  ipfe'  IbChfiaai  in' 
tribubtts*  at  aaaa  c  popaiok  Soeioaivaia  AafdL 

c.  56. 

[iR]  Turn  primnm  Comitia  e  campo  ad  patrca 
tranflau  funt.  Tacit.  Anoal.  i.  1$.  The  w«rd 
frimum  feems  to  allude  to  fome  faint  and  unfuccefs-' 
ful  efibrtt,  which  were  made  towardi  rcftoting  them 
toibcpeopla. 

t«9]  Wo*  C*fiM  (I.  Bii.  P*  7oj^r4.)  Itu' 
gives  a  very  ioofe  and  partial  T  etch  of  the  Imperial 
fyllem.  7o  illuilrate  and  often  to  correal  him,  I 
have  meditated  Tacitus,  examined  SaetODlaa,  and 
coofultcd  the  following  moderns:  the  Abbe  de' 
la  Bleierie,  in  the  iMcmoires  dc  I'Acadcmie  dcs  la. 
fcriptions,  torn.  x\x.  xxi,  jcxir.  ntv.  xavii.  Bean- 
fort  Repobliqee  Rom^ioe.  com.  i.  p.  3;;  — z^^. 
TwoDilTertstioasofNpodtandGronovius,  (it  Ugt 
Jttgia  ;  prinird  at  Eicyden,  in  the  year  i-;,!. 
Gravina  de  Imperfo  Ronano,  p.  479—5^4  of  his 
Opufcnla.  Madei  Veronji  lUnOrata,  p.  i  p.  24.. 

t0G» 

[ic]  A  weak  prince  wi'.l  a^vay^  be  governed  by 
his  domciUca.  The  power  of  flavei  aggravated  tbe 
Ibame  of  tbe  Rsoum  i  and  the  ftnate  pdd  contt 
to  a  Pallai  or  a  NarciiTus.  Thcreis  acbaaeethata 
aodern  favourite  may  be  ;i  gentleman. 

[zi]  See  a  treatife  of  Vandale  de  Conlecratione 
Principum.  It  wonld  be  eafier  Ar  ow  to  copy^ 
than  it  has  been  to  vtril^,  ibe -quotaiioBa oT dpat 

learned  Dutchman. 

[23]  See  aJiiTertation  of  tbe  Abbe  Moogaelc  ia . 
tlw  firft  vsluaie  of  tbe  Acadnnqr  gf  lafoiptinas. 

Jntandafiiae  toom  per  nemea  ponimna 

erat,  fays  Horace  to  the  empcrnr  himfelf,  and  Ho- 
race was  well  actjuaioted  with  iLc  court  of  Aa- 
gnfns.  '  ' 

[14]  See  Cicero  in  Pbilippic.  I.  6.  Julian  in 
Ccfaribus.   Jafne  DcAa  teaifUi  jaribit  Roma  per 
^  *  umbras. 


sit 


waitiMt  it  tk«  iadjgaaal  cipnfioa  «f  Locma,  bat 
bksyitiiade*  ndwr  Am  •  damm  iwUgpirinn. 

[ss)  IMn  Caffiai.  1.  liii.  p.  7101  iriih  the 
liow  naotatioM  of  Rcjmw. 

[•6]  A*  -Odatrianm  adrneed  lo  iht  biB|mt  of 
die  Ccfan.  hit  coloar  chaaged  Nm  thoc  of  tho 
camclion ;  pale  at  firft,  then  red,  aAcrwards  black, 
he  at  iaft  afluaed  the  auM  Kftry  of  Veaoa  aad 
Am  GncM  (CaAioa*  p.  309).  Thia  inage  cnployod 
"hf  Julian,  VI  hb  iogenioai  fidion,  ii  jnft  and  ele< 
{aat :  but  when  ke  .eonfiden  this  change  of  cha* 
rader  u  real,  and  dbHm  it  t0  thtpomrerof  phi< 
kfhphy  t  he  dota  n»  mmk  hmou  w  phiJofophjr* 
MitDOttwhwa* 

[t7]  Two  eaoieika  titer  th«  ciabBihneat  of 

noaarchjr,  the  emperor  Marcat  Anioninai  recom- 
neods  the  durafUr  of  Brutna  as  a  perfect  model  of 
EooiMifiitMw 

[aS]  Ic  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  we  ha»e 
loft  the  part  of  Tacil«s,  which  treated  of  that  tran^ 
aCfioo*   We  oio  luiCicd  to  eosint  Miift^wa  witit 

the  popular  rumours  of  Jofephoai  ud  InpCfihft 

hint!  of  DioD  and  Suetonius. 

[29]  Augnftas  reftored  the  ancient  fcverity  of 
Sidfiiut.  After  the  civil  wan,  he  dropped  the 
wdeoriof  atiD*  of  Fclkiw-Soldicrs,  aad  called  fhtm 
enlf  Soldiers  fSseien.  In  Aogoft  c.  a;.).  Sec  the 

ufe  Tiberias  made  of  the  fenate  in  the  mvtiop  af 
thoFaaBoniao  legions  (Tacit  Annal.  !.)• 

t^o]  Thefit  worda  ftem  to  have  boao  thacoaJUto* 
-  .  tiaaal  lai^aaga.  8aaTuiLAaaiLaiiL4. 

[31]  The  Crilwaa  CaniHas  Sctlboafaaae,  trhe« 
took  np  armi  in  Dalmatia  agaiall  Claudius,  and 
was  defertcd  bj  his  own  troops  in  £vc  days.  The 
ftcoad,  L.  Aaiaaias,  in  Gerasaax,  who  lebclM 
againll  Domitian;  and  the  third,  Avidias  CaCos* 
ia  the  reign  of  hi.  Antoninus.  The  two  laft 
nigpad  bat  a  few  aMnths,  and  were  cat  off  by  theif 
awB  adhaw— .  Wa  mtj  oMcrvc,  that  both  Ca> 
ailllas  aad  Caflias  celeaicd  their  aaibltloa  -witlt 
(he  delign  of  reftorinfr  the  republic  ;  a  tall,  fuid 
Caffiot,  peculiarly  refcrved  for  his  name  and  far 

(ft]  ydltlatPwaicalaa»l.&.  c.  lit.  iaewa. 
ia'niwr.Ciad. 


[H]  Sneton.  in  Tit.  c.  6.  f  Uo.  in  Psmtat.  UtL, 
Nanub 

[)4}  This  idea  ia  ftcqaaadj  aad  ftroai^  ia* 

Ctt!caced  by  Tacitus.   Sec  Hill.  i.  5.  16.  ii.  76. 

£}j  ]  The  enperor  Vdjpafian,  with  lut  nfiulgoo^ 
bnCt,  laughed  at  the  Geoealogiftt,  who  dednoedhii 
family  from  Flavius,  the  founder  of  Rcate  (his  na- 
tive country),  and  one  of  the  coapaaioat  of  U«-^ 
calca*  Sactaa* ia  Vcipaiaa«L  la* 

[36]  Dio»  L  bcfSi.  pi.  iiti.  Plia.  Sccaad.  ia 

[37]  Peliciqc  Awgnin, •  wiMOa  Taajaai.  Ba- 

Irop.  riii.  j. 

[38]  Dio  (1  laix.  p,  1149.)  affirms  the  whole 
to  have  been  a  fiClioa,  aa  the  authority  of  his  fa- 
ther, who  being  goremor  of  the  pmvioee  where 
Trajan  died,  had  very  good  opportonitiea  of  fiftiag 
this  :lcrious  tranfaftion.  Yet  Dodwell  (PrxleS. 
Camden.  x««i.}  has  maintMaed*  that  Hadrian  was- 

^Maaaf  TM^jaali 
[39]  Sia  (L  In.  p..  1 171  J.  Ami.  IRAofw 

f  4^)  Tha  diiftcaiiaa  af  Aaliauus,  his  nadaliy 

ftatues,  temples,  city,  oracles,  and  conrtf lUtioD, 
are  well  known,  and  flill  diflionour  the  memory  of 
Hadriaa*  Tr  are  nnf  reaMrk,  that  of  the  firH 
iltew  MfMiant  Claatf  as  was  the  aalr  one  whofe 
tafe  in  Imc  was  entttelf  cofiaCk  For  the  hoaoora 
ef  Antiooas,  fee  Spanheim,  dMaaiiai|ilM  fill  III 
Cxfars  de  Julien,  p.  80. 

[41]  Hift.  A^got,  Pi  13.  Aasdiaa  \S&at  iac 

EpiHMB. 

[41]  Without  the  help  of  medals  and  inkrif' 
tions,  we  fhonM  he  ignorant  of  Ihii  AA^  lia> 
aaaiaUe  ta  tlw  aMamj  af  Kas. 

[ij]  During  the  twenty-th'ree  years  of  Pius's 
reign,  Marcus  was  onijr  two  nights  aMeat  iron  lha 

A^gBi.f.a5. 

{44]  He  wu  food  of  the  theatre  and  not  idea* 
ttltiaihcchaimof  iht  Aisfab  Idaicat  Amo> 
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•iaoi.  i.  i6t    HUU  Avgoft.      to,  ii«  Jiltn 
in  C«6r. 

[^45]  The  enemierof  Mircus  charged  him  with 
hypocrify,  and  with  a  want  of  thac  fiioplicity 
which  diflingaifhed  Pini  and  even  Verai  (HiB. 
Aog.  6.  34O.  This  fafpicion,  nojuft  ai  it  wat,  may 
ferve  to  account  for  the  fuperior  applaufe  bellowed 
H^n  pd^al'  quKicatuMui  in  pi^cicnce  to  the 
ftdal  Tirtoei.  Bvni  Marni  Antenlotti  has  been 
calUda  hypM-rite;  but  the  wUdcd  fcfpticifm  never 
ia>lH»tejl'that.ClBfac  aaight  pofthly  be  a  coward, 
erTti%«|6el.  Wk  ond  nJoor  an  qnaliiMthoa 
more  eafilf  etowlMili  ihM  hMBniqr  «r  dM  lo«* 
of  jaUice. 

£46]  Tacitus  haachara^erized,  in  a  few  words,  the 
piinc^ofdiepaitfM:  PBOOiO*  fifiiMMilecowii 
eft,  qui  {bla  bona  qux  honeda,  inala  tantutn  qnx 
turpia ;  petentiam  oebitiraten  cxteratpic  extra  aai- 
nnn  neqoo  boaia  109 A  audii  jiniBWiMil.  Tldt.  • 

Hift.  ir.  9. 

{47]  fiefimko  wmt  m  iho  tend  opedition 
opiaft  the  Gema«f.be  read  hftiin  oTpUMbphy 

CO  the  Roman  people,  during  three  dayi.    He  had  > 
•beady  done  the  Ume  in  the  citiea  of  Greece  aad 
At*.  ISA.  AfV*>  *B  <^  «•  3* 

X4'1       ^  U9a.-  HUU  A|igai. in 

Avid.  Caffio. 

[49]  Hift.  A^gaft.  ia  BSaic  Aaloaia.  e.  i9, 

[50]  VitelHnt  confuoted  in  mere  eating,  at  leaft 
'  fix  aiUkMU  of  oar  moneyt  in  aboet  fe^en  monthi. 
l»iaaK  to  eapraft  bit  vioea  with  dignity,  or 
c«en  decency.  Taeitoa  fairly  caUa  him  a  hog ;  but 
it  ia  by  faibftitatiag  to  a  coarfe  word  a  very  fine 
ioHge.  **  At  ViMlliet*  onbracnKa  honoram  ab* 
"  dkna,  at  /^mivm  maimatia,  t^oibtta  ii  dbia  fBg> 
**  gerai  jaccai  torpentque,  pneterita,  iaftmiia,  fb- 
"  tura,  pari  oblivione  dimiferaC.  Atque  illuin 
**  nemore  Ariciao  defiden  et  marceatem,  Ice," 
Tacit.  Elift.iH.  j&  iL  9$^  Sbccob.  in  VitcU.  c  15. 
Dlo  CafioH  L  Ixr.'  Ph.  io6s. 

[51]  The  execution  of  Helvidiuj  PriTcuj,  and 
of  thc  virtnoas  fipocina,  difgraced  the  reign  of 
Vdpafiaa. 

•is*]  Vof*c».4i  \CI««B''ca  •Finfe^  'VQL  BL. 
Pi  *9S« 

6 


1$})  The  praaiee  of  laifiag  flam  to  the  gnat 
eflcei  of  ftatt  ii  flill  more  commoo  aawag  tko 

Turki  than  among  the  Perfiani.    The  niferable 
'countries  of Geoigia  and  CiicaflU  foppiy  nilen  10 
the  greateft  pan  of  the  eaft. 

[$4]  Chardia  fap,  that  Baropean  travelkn  havft 
dLffiifed  among  the  Perfiaaa  famm  idea*  of  the  free- 
dom and  jB^dacfii.  of  qpf  foiraMMBt,  Thqr 
have  doae  tbrai  a  tttj  ill  oflioe. 

[55]  They  alleged  the  example  of  Scipio  and 
Cato.  (Tacic.  Anna],  iil.  66.)  Maiccllua  Eprius 
and  Crifpot  Vibiua  had  acquired  two  miliioaa  and 
a  half  onder  Nero.  Their  wealth,  which  aggravated 
their  crimei,  proteded  them  under  Vefpafiaa.  See 
Tacib  Hift.  ir.  43.  Dialog,  de  Orator,  c  9, 
For  oac  aeeafttioo,  Regolus,.  the  jnft  oljeO  of 
Pliny's  fatirc,  received  from  the  feaate  tlic  confular 
ornaments,  aad  a  preleat  of  &xty  thoufaad  poundi., 

T{6]  The  crime  of  miifffy  waa  formerly  a  ttci^ 
leaable  oSkaet  agalaft  the  Roman  people.  Aa  tri» 
bunes  of  the  people,  Auguftus  and  Tiberias  ap- 
plied it  to  their  own  petl6af»  aad  eaicndcd.  ic  to  aia- 
hfaitelatitadc.. 

[p]  After  the  virtuoai  and  unfortunate  widow 
of  Germanicus  had  been  put  to  death,  Tibaiiaa* 
icpeivcd  the  thaaka  of  the  fenate  for  hit  rIciMBqr, 
She  had  not  beta  pOUickly  ftrangled :  aor  waa  the 
bcxly  drawn  with  a  hook  to  the  Gemoniar,  where 
thofe  of  common  malcfa&ort  were  expofcd.  See- 
T«Git.  Aaad-.  vk  as*  SoetOD.  ia  Tilinie^^.  5j» 

[ft]  Seiiphae  mm  a  AmH  rocky  tflaad  ia  thr 

jCgean  Sea,  the  inhabitants  of  uhicb  wercdefpifed 
for  ihcir  igooraoce  and  oblcurity.  The  place  of. 
Ovid't  exile  it  well  known,  hy  his  jull,  bet  aa- 
aunly  laraeatatioat.  It  Ihqald  feem,  chat  he  only 
leeeivcd  an  order  to  leave  Rome  in  fo  many  days, 
and  to  traofport  himfrlf  to  TlaL.  Qifenia  aad 
gaolers  were  onneceflary. 

.[$9]  U«der  Tiberias,  a  Roman  knight  at- 
tempted to  8y  to  the  Parchtans.  He  was  flopt  in 
the  Screights  of  Sicily ^  bnt  A>  liitle  danger  did- 
(here  appear  in  the  example,  that  the  moil  jeakioa 
of  qrraatt  dildaiaod  i»  poaift  it.  Taciu  Annal, 
fi.  <4> 

t6Q]  Cicctead  EbmUJan^ir.  7. 

NQTE& 
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[i]  QBE  tl>e«enpUiAtsar AvidiaiCaffutfHit. 

O  Augull.  p.  4;,  Thcfe  are,  it  is  true,  the 
compIuDts  of  fuSHoa ;  bat  even  fattion  exaggeme*, 
fatbltr  dun  ioteiitk  '  - 

fx]  PaalKnam  (atis  conftat  apad  Cajretam, 
dtHoHft  fibi  et  nauiicas  et  gladiatorias  elegifle. 
Ui^.  AmgHft.  p.  30.   I  aoipridiai  cxpUiaa  the  fort 
of  nerit  which  Paaftins  chofe.  and  the  nadititm 
which  ihecnAed.  Jfjif.  Jlvi0'  f» 

[5]  IfiO.  Augull.  p.  J4. 

14]  Maditat.      ThtwotM  hat  ltagh«<  at  tte 

credality  of  Marcui;  but  Madam  Dacier  albrca 
us  (and  we  may  credit  a  lady},  that  the  hulbaadarUl. 
alwayi  be  decdvaa*  if  the  wife  coadcfteada  to  dif. 
fcaible. 

[5]  Dion  CalTius,  I.  Ixu.  p.  119;.  Hift.  Auguft. 
p.  3}.  Commcncaire  de  Spanheim  fur  let  Ctfara 
de.Jalien,  p.  289.  The  deificadoa  of  Pa«|Kna  it' 
the  only  defefl  which  Jnlian't  ciiticifm  is  able  to 
difcovcr  in  the  all-accompliihcd  charaflcr  of 
Marcat. 

{61  Ommodat  wat  tlte  firft  Ptrffyngmfmt 

(b;rn  fince  his  father's  acccfuon  tn  the  thr  irci.  By 
a  oew  Itrain  of  flattery,  the  Egypiiaa  medals  date 
bf  the  ycarcof  his  lifet  as  if  they  weM  IfMSfb 
moot  to  thof«;  of  his  reign.  TillrTir.  Hift  daa 
Bmpcrcurs,  torn.  ii.  p.  752. 

[7]  Hift.  Augu.l.  p.  46. 

[8]  Dion  Caffios,  1  Jxxii.  p.  iioj. 

[9]  Accoidiag  to  Tertalliao  (Apolog.  c.  aj.)  be 
died  at  Sindaak  Bat  iha  AtaatleQ  of  Viadobona 

or  Vienna,  where  both  the  Viflors  place  his  death, 
is  better  adapted  to  the  operatioot  of  tlie  war  againft 
the  BdaicoaaMii  aad  Qgadi. 

[10]  HcrodiaBt  1.  i.  p.  la. 

(11]  Hetodiaa,  1.  i.'p.  §6* 


RTR  cHAPrex. 


tiz]  Thbttniverfal  joy  it  wtU  dafenfcri  0hNl 
^tbe  medals  ai  well  as  hillortaa^  I^Mr.  Wotloa* 

Hid.  of  Rome,  p.  192,  193. 

-{13]  Maniliot  the  confideatial  fecmar/  of  Avi^ 
dim  Cafiaa  wat  dMUwaiad  after  h»  had  bam  cm-  ' 

cealed  fcvcral  years.  The  emperor  nobly  relined 
the  pabtic  anxiety  by  lefufiag  to  ice  him,  and 
bumiog  bit  paper*  wiihoit  opeoiiif  then.    Dio  * 

Cafiius,  I.  Ixxii.  p.  1 209. 

{14]  See  Ma&i  degli  Amphilhcatrit  p.  tj6. 

[i;]  Dio,  1.  Ixxii.  p.  1105.    Hendi«B>  Li, 

p.  16.  Hift.  Aoguft.  p.  46. 

[16]  la  a  note  upon  the  Auguftao  Hiliory,  Ca- 
fiabon  has  collected  a  naniber  of  particolafs  coo* 
ceming  thcfc  celebrated  Imthen.  Seep*  96  of  hit 
Jearned  commentary. 

[17]  Dio,  I.  Ixxii.  p.  i2to.  Hcrodian,  1.  i. p. at* 
HUt  Aagnft.  p.  48.  Dion  gives  a  mach  lefaodioaa 
cbaraAer  of  PeieBBia,  than  the  other  hiftorians. 
Hit  moderation  ii  alaioft  a  pledge  of  hii  veracity. 

[iS]  During  the  fecond  Punic  war,  the  Romans 
In^ioned  from  Afia  the  worfliip  of  the  mother  of 
tbefodt.  Her  feilivaI».ibeil««i^b«gwoathe 
fonrth  of  April,  aad  lafled  fix  daft,  'flie  treelt 

were  crowded  with  mad  proceHions,  the  theatrcj 
with  fpe<tlators;  and  the  public  tablet  with  aa< 
bidden  gadU.  Order  aad  police  were  M^cadcdi 
and  pleafare  was  the  only  ferious  ballnefi  (ha 
city.    Sec  Ovid  de  Faftis,  1.  iv.  1S9,  See, 

[19]  Herodian,  1.  i.  p.  tj.  28* 
[20]  Cicero  pro  Flacco,  c.  sy. 

[at]  One  of  thele  dear>bonght  promotions  occa- 
lioaed  a  cairait  boa  aftot^  that  jnlioa  Solon  was 
iaa^iM  lata  the  fisaaM. 

• 

[2:]  Dio  (I.  Ixxii.  p.  le,  n»)  ahf«iai,  dbtt  ao 
freediaan  had  poiefled  riches  eqnal  to  thole  of 
Cleaader.  The  Jbrtane  af  Pallat  amonnted.  how. 
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ever,  to  upwards  of  £ve  and  twenty  buodred  thou^ 
i»dpoaadi»  TtrmUBa, 

Dio,  1.  Ixxii.  p.'is»  13.  Herodian.  1.  L 
p.  S9.  Hid.  Auguft.  p.  ;2.  Thefe  baths  were 
fituttd  nemr  the  Ptrim  Cefinm,  See  Nardini  Rom 
Atdci)  p.  79b 

(a4]  Ifill,  Aagdl.p.48. 

[25]  Herodian,  I.  i,  p.  28.  Dio,  I.  Ixxii.  p. 
ISI5.  1  be  lauer  ia)ir  tbat  two  thoafaad  fuUnt 
died  tf eiy  Ajr  at  R«Bf^  dating  a  cBBfiHwihlt 
IcBgiliof  dm*. 

[26]  Tttncqae  prlmnm  trei  prxfeal  prxtorio 
fuere:  inter  ^uot  libertiniii.  Prom  ibac  r«a»aia« 
ornodieljr.  Cteuidtt  deelbed  ike  tide,  whiUI  h* 

afTumed  the  powers,  of  Prrtorian  Prarfc£l.  As  the 
other  frecdmen  were  ftylcd,  from  their  feveral  de- 
partment*!  a  ratitniltmt,  ai  t/i/l»/is ;  Clcaodcr 
•ailed  hinfdf  •  fH^*  *>  temfted  with  the  de- 
luoe  of  hi*  maier'»p«rroa.   Salnafiu  and  Cafau- 


[tf\  Of  T«  mtKttti  9i^<u  ijmSTt.  Herodian, 
k  !•  p«  ji*  It  if  doabtlal  whether  ha  awans  the 
prsteiiaa  bfaatrjr,  or  tha  cohortci  nrbanc,  a  body 
of  fix  thoufatid  men,  but  whofe  rank  and  difciplioe 
were  not  equal  to  iheir  numbers.   Neither  Tilie- 

ment  nor  Wattdkahafe  to  dtdda  ^  qaaftioa* 

»  ^  .  • 

[xS]  DiaoCalEbii  1:  ladt.  ^  1x15..  Hsnfiaa,: 
L  i.  p.  jt.  .  Hift.  Aagaft.  4t». 

[ig]  Sororibus  fuis  conftapratis.  Ipfaj  concu- 
binaa  fua»  fub  occalis  fais  ftoprari  jubcbat.  Nec 
icraaatiaai  ia  ft  jarcnaoi  carebat'idiwiiW  dan) 
parte  catrporii  atqoe  cue  in-faaai-hliaM^ga  pair 
lataa.  Hift.  Aog.  p.  47. 

[30]  The  African  lions,  when  prcfled  by  hun- 
gart  inftfied  the  open  villages  and  cultiVaied. 
caaatiyt  and  thejr  taJefted  then  with  iiapaatly* 
TbaXoTd  beaffwaa  niBemA  Ibr  tkie  pleaibrta  ofthe 
aapcipr  and  the  c-pit.i!  ;  and  the  unfortunate 
pndant,  who  kilied  one  of  ihea>(  though  in  hia  own- 
defeaet,  lacarred  a  vcrf  batvjr  peaalty.  Thia 
extraordinary ^fla»f  la<wwis  mitigated  by  Honorius, 
and  finally  repealed  by  Julllnian.  Theodof.  looi. 
v.;p>-9a,  atpaaBMat.  Gaihofiad. 

tfi)  SpaMa  daNaadfiaat.  DiArt.  ail  tern 


[jO  Dio,  1.  Ixjtii.  p.  1216,  ,  Hi4*  AvgDl* 
P-49-  '  1 

The  olridi** Rack i(  tluarftat  Foaf/and 
coin  pi  ft  d     ftfameBaMnefaMa.  -  fiaaliAa  Hift. 

Naiurelic.  » 

[34]  Commodus  killed  a  camclopardaiis  or 
Giraffe,  (Dio,  I  Nxii.  p.  lati.)  thetalltfl,  the  moft 
gentle,  and  the  moll  ufclcfs  of  ihT  lirj;e  q^ia^'ru'- 
pcdt.  Thii  fiognlar  animal,  a  native  only  of -(be 
f Bteriep  pim  «f  Africa,  baa  not  been  feea  in.f^i^ 
rope  fincp  the  revival  of  letters,  and  thoufh  t/L 
de  Bufon  (Hid.  Naturelle,  torn-  jiii  )  has  tndea? 
voured  todcftHb^  bahai  aac  reatu/^ed  to  deUncaaem 

tbeoinifc.- •  -  =        •  ™' 


[3$]  IRMdiaa.a<  U  fl^i  J^^f^**   i ^ 

[36]  I'hc  viituou*,  and  even  the  wi(e  prince^ 
fofbada  the.  feqatora  aad  kni|^ia  ta  caibiata  tbii 
fcaadatoiu  pMMiaa,  aadte  paia -of  laftatjr,  or 

what  wai  more  dreaded  by  thofe  proflipate  wi^ichflS) 
of  exile.  The  tyraats  allared  them  to  diihooour 
by  threau  and  rewaida,  Wtto.  oaaa  ptadacad,  hi 
the  Arena,  forty  fcnators  and  Cxty  knighti,  1  ip- 
fius  Saturnalia,  1.  ii.  c.  2.  He  hat  happily  cor- 
>a(lad  a  piAga  oC8aaiaBiaf«.b'Nmaa,  c.  la. 


[37]  LipfiM,  I.  U.  c.  7«8.  faapaaLiaihtaiglitk 
fatire  gi,*ct  a  {i^if^a;  j^W^p^  af  tfeii  oom-4 

bat. 

[3  8]  Hift.  Aagail.  p.  jo.  Dio,  1.  Uxii.  p.  i2zow 
He  reedvad,  Ar  aacb  time,  Juith.  aboiit  8coo  U 

«*rfi-fi  ..... 

[39]  \  i>1or  tclli  ns  tbat  Commodus  only  allowed 
hia  antagonitts  a  leaden  weapon,  dreading  moll  pro- 
baUp  fbacaaAqanectaf  tbcir  dafpair. 

[40]  Tbqrwara  abQgcd  la  repeat  Ax  baaM' 
aid  twaaqp-lx  limu,  PsMhufifi  tftht  StcHUn,  tK^ 

[41]  Die,  I.  Ixxii.  p,  rsa  i.  Ha  tpuktvfUti 

own  bafcnefs  and  danger. 

[42]  He  mixed  however  Tome  prvdeace  with  bia- 
coaraja,  aad  palled  the  greateft  partttf  bil  tiaM  ia  a. 

country  retirement;  alleging  his  adtaacad  aga». 
and  the  weaknefs  of  his  eyes.  *'  I  Beyer  ftw  biat 
in  the  fcnate,  fays  Dio,  except  dariag  the  flmrt 
(ciga  of  Pcrtiaax."  AU  bia  iafnaitin  bad  fud. 

dcnjjf. 
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NOTES  ON  TH£  FOURTH  CHAPTER. 


tedf  kftldau  ladtlMgr  nMnwd  i>  Md^nlj  epoa 
the  mardar  of  dm  camllnt  friaee.  Dlo*  L  luiiL 
p.  1237. 

[4;]  The  pntfeRt  wot  changed  almoft  hourly 
or  daily  ;  and  the  caprice  of  Commodo*  was  often 
fiital  to  bit  moll  Cifimnd  ckuibcrlaiM.  Hift« 
AogoA.  p.  46.  51. 

[44]  Dio,  1.  Ixxii.  p.  ixa2.  HoodiM*  p.  43. 
HUL  At^o^  p>  51* 

[45]  Fndnax  was  a  native  of  Alba  Ponpril*  la 
TIlilMal*  md  ion  of  a  timber  nercluut.  Th§ 
tsrder  of  Us  eapfctymena  (it  it  narked  by  Cipi- 
tolinus)  well  deierret  to  be  fet  down  as  exprcfllve 
of  the  fiMiB  of  foveramcM  ud  mapMs  of  ilpf 
age.  t.  He  WW  •  ceattriaa.  i,  VrmMt  of  a 
cohort  in  Syria,  in  the  Pairthian  war,  and  in  Br!- 
tdB>  3-  He  obtMned  as  Jl*,  or  Iquadroa  of  horie, 
in  MxCi.  4.  Hi  «na  Bniaaiaiiij  «fy>liwM 
OD  the -^iniliaa  way.  5.  He  commanded  the  fleet 
apoo  the  Rhine.  6.  He  was  procurator  of  Dacia, 
pilh  a  falary  of  abaac  1600I.  a  year.  7.  Ht 
amnmaiiiWid  the  VetnaM  of  a  legioa.  g.  He  ob> 
taiaed  the  raak  of  fieoator.  9.  Of  prclor.  10. 
With  the comnaadof  the &A  ltjfomm  RhMteaad 
Marieaa.  ii.  Uaatuaoafidabavt  ihayMr  17$. 
tt.  He  atMaM  Ummt  law  iht  aalv .  13. 
commanded  an  army  oo  the  Dani^be.  14.  He  was 
confular  legate  of  Mcfia.  i  j.  Of  Dacia.  i6« 
Of  Syria.  17.  Of  Britaia.  18.  Ha  hid  dM  Ctt« 
ef  the  publiiB  provifions  at  Rome.  ig.  He  was 
procoorol  of  Africa.  20.  PraefeA  of  thedty.  He> 
fodtaa  (i.  i.  p.  48.)  does  juftice  to  his  difiaMliad 
tjfiati  bnt  Capitoliaos,  who  coUeded  ercry  popu-^ 
br  nuaor,  chargea  hiai  with  a  great  foitaoe  ac> 
^■ind  by  tdbivy  Md  CBnafttaa* 

(46]  Julian,  in  the  Czfars,  taxes  ^iia-wt<hlliim 
acc^BTary  to  the  death  of  Commodus. 

[47]  CapitoUana  gives  us  the  particulars  of  thefe 
tnnoltuary  votes  which  were  moved  by  one  <enator, 
aad  repeated,  or  rather^^aa^bfltMlMc^N^* 
HUL  Aagoft.  p*  5a. 


[49]  Theiaaai»aoB^a«iHif»  «  bt  pit  M 
daadi  SMTW  mrg^mai.   SiiWi  c*4/^ 

[49]  Dio  (1.  Ixxiii.  p.  iMj)  fpeaks  of  thefe 
cnterlaiameBts,  at  a  fenacor  who  had  fupped  with 
the  emperor.  Capitaliaaa  (Hi/L  Aoguft.  p»  $S4 
like  a  llave,  who  had  Mocivad hit  iaKlligmca  tom 

one  of  the  fcullioni. 

l^o]  Dtfiu.  "XJb/t  blemekfi  oecoaomy  of  Piaa,  left 
■Ht  facccflwa  a  maAiaof  wftiw^Mi  ssaliw,  abaea 
two  and  tweaty  aiiOisai  teH^.  Dk^  L  IsdiL 

p.  1x31. 

[jt]  Befides  the  defign  of  converting  thefe  ufe- 
kla  ornanwnts  iato  money.  Dio  (1.  licxiii.  p.  1 2 29 J 
aSgae  two  fecm  motives  of  Pertinax.  He  wiflied 
aapofe  the  vkea  of  Commodas,  aod  to  difco* 
v«r  bgr  the  partbiAn  Auft  «ha  ■aft  taftihfcd 
him. 

;  [S>lTJiwg^C»piMlwP4lMM«ichidapma^Mdii 

xiimvf  <  th^  priyaOB.IIife  ef  he  jobwaM 

Liv.  ii.  3. 

4J  If  wa  aedit  Capitoliaas  (wJiich  is  nuher 
dMedb)'lflle9  bdiaved  with  the  moll  petalast  ia« 

decency  to  Pertinix,  on  the  day  of  hii  acceflloo. 
The  wile  emperor  only  admooiOied  him  of  his 

j]  The  aseder*  biihopric  of  Liege.  Tbb 
hlHte.  probably  belonged  to  the  Batavian  horfe- 
gaardsf  whO'  were  i^Aly  tailed  hi  the  dotchyef 
OaaUNs  aad  ihi  adghbiaitoad,  aad  were  diMa- 

gaifhed  by  their  vahmr,  aad  by  the  boldnefi  with 
which  they  fwam  their  herfes  acroft  the  broadcA 
aadawdillid  river*.  Tadt.  Hill.,  iv.  12.  Oia^ 
1.  Iv.  p.  797«  Upfia*  de  mgaitpdajia..ftaata^ 

1.  i.  c.  4. 

(56]  Dio.  I.  Itx&i.  p.  it^a.  Wiidftii  Ufl» 

p,  Co.  Hift.  AugttO.  p.  ;8.  ViOofhia  IfiMB* 
*i»CaiiMii».  ii«t|«|Mia,  vaii.  t& 
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NOTES  ON  THE  FIFTH  CHAPTER. 


Hi]  HEY  were  orifiBBH/  nine  or  tm  tkoa- 
Jl  Cutd  men  [for  Tuitat  and  DiM  ant  MR 
•igiwd  opm  tk«  fubfcaj,  diridfld  ioto  M  auyqr  co- 
Iwm.  VitetHiu  incrnfed  tlwm  to  Sxteen  Aon- 
fand,  and  as  far  as  we  can  learn  from  infcriptions, 
thejr  never  aiterwarda  funic  mucb  below  tlut  num* 
iNr.  teLiri«idiaHV«icidipeBMMal»i.  4. 

[s]  Smml  ia  Aa|iift.c.  49> 

,  (3]  Ttdi.  AdmI.  ir.  s.  Suecon*  !•  Tibeiw  e,  37. 
l>ioa  CdBM,  1.  ML  p.  867. 

[4]  In  the  civil  war  between  \'itcllius  and  Vef- 
pnfiao,  the  Prxtoriaa  camp  waa  attacked  and  de- 
«hidcd  wkk  aU  ilw  McUMt  aM  ia  At  «r  Ike 
UftftnttedddM.  TKi1.ilit.ni.S4. 

f  Clofc  to  the  walls  of  the  clgp*  •»  the  broad 
Aimmk  of  the  (^uirinal  and  Viauul  luUa.  Sff 
HiMdiai  SoM  Aodci,  p.  174.  I>MMBidcJRa«» 
Aaiiriaa,  ^  4& 

(6]  Claudius,  raifed  by  the  foldiers  to  the  em- 
pire, wai  the  firft  who  gave  a  donative.  He  gun 
■fmhm  dnm,  iso  1.  (Sueton.  in  Claud,  c.  10.}  t 
when  Marcus,  with  his  colleague  Lucius  Veras, 
took  quiet  pofieiCon  of  the  throne  he  gave  viama, 
160 1.  to  each  of  Acgnardt  Hift.  Augul).  p. 
(Dion,  hxiii.  p.  nj«.)  We  may  form  forae  idea 
oftheamoBDtof  tfaefe  Turn i.  by  HadriM**  complaint, 
tbat  theffOaottOB  of  a  l  ^Ll'^r  had  coft  iua  ttrmMin, 
two  fflilliont  and  a  half  ikrling. 

[7]  Ciceio  de  Lcgibus,      3.   The  firfi  book  of 
.    Livy,  andtliefccoirfofDioaxfitnofHalicaroaffoi, 
IV  e  .  t  c  aatharjtjroribepeoflCymaiaclietla^ioa 

•of  ihc  king, 

[8]  Tiicy  w*K  ori^ally  cecruiicd  in  Latiimi^ 
EtMrt«.  «ad  ili««ldMak«i«M  (Tacit.  AnwU.  iv.  s->. 
■J  he  einpcTOf  Otbo  ctimpliments  their  »aaityj  yiih 
<^  fiaiti»«M)g  t>-lc5  of  Ijulue  ,^liMBni.  &aiq«i|»  vera 
jawacm.  Tadc  Hill.i.84. 


[loj  Dion,  1.  Ixxiii.  p.  1234.  Ucrodian,  I.  ii. 
p.  63.  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  60.  Though  the  three 
hiAorians  agree  that  it  was  in  fiift  an  aucfkion,  He- 
rodian  alone  alhrmt,  that  it  WM  procluAcd  •<  fttch 
bjrilKlaidieni. 

.  jtij  .%ani>aii  ihftem  ^•q<a»liwM  frtiof 
the  diinAir  aad  devidoa  «f  Jaifaw.- 

[12]  Dion  Caflius,  at  that  time  praetor,  had  faoiii 
a  pcrfonal  enemy  to  Julian,  1.  Ixxiii.  p.  r  JJJ. 

[13]  Hid.  Auguft.  p.  61.  We  learn  ^simtMaea 
one  curioai  ctrcomftance,  that  the  aew  jedipefer. 
whatever  had  been  hit  birth,  waa  immediatel/ 
j|ggni|gtUi^  10  (he  Bomber  of  F«(riciaa  Ami- 
Un. 

[14]  Dion.  t.  Uj^Sa,  p.  isf.  flift.  Aagnft. 
p.  61.  I  have  endeavoured  to  kjcnd  into  one  con- 
fifient  (lory  the  Icemijig  cootradi^oaa  |)f  ikft 
two  afritafta 

[15]  Dion,  I.  Ixxiii.  p.  I2j$. 

[16]  The  Pofthumian  and  the  Cejonian  ;  the 
fomter  of  tvhom  was  raifed  to  the  coa^Mtt^^  ialM 
(fJi  year  after  its  inftitution. 

[17]  Spartianus,  in  hit  undigeled  ooUefUMM^ 
mixes  up  all  the  virtues,  and  all  ^n«M«k«taaMr 
into  the  human  compofition,  and  bcftaaia  them  on 
the  fame  objeO.  Such,  iodeed.  are  auay  of  the 
<haraaert  in  the  Auguftan  biftory. 

[18]  Hift.  .Auguft  p.  80.  8-|. 

[19]  Periinax,  who  governed  lijicain  a  few  yearn 
bpibre.  had  been  left  for  dead,  i»  a  i^tKiay  of  the 
fuldicte.  »itL  Augaft.  p.  S4*  )l«Htm  wxl 
rcgrancd  him  ;  adoMnaiihaa  mm  viuaiw  aai 

[to]  Snctoo.  in  Galb.  c.  ic* 


[9]  la  the  fiege  of  Smm  by  ll».CMli«.  0«t  [xt}  Uift.A«6»^  |>.  76. 
Voul.  * 
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NOTES  ON  THE  FIFTH  eHAF'TER. 


[t*]  Herod.  1.  U.  p.  68.  The  ehfoniole  of  Joika 
IWehh,  of  Andocb,  Aewt  the  Malon  lUMbmmt 

of  his  countrymen  to  tbefe  feftivals,  which  at  once 
gratified  thiir  fupcrHiiion,  and  their  love  ofplcifure. 

[23J  A  king  of  Thebei,  in  Egjpt,  i»  mentiooed 
tn  tbe  Angolba  fUHmy,  at  aa  ally,  aad^  iadtad, 

s-!  n  prrfonjl  friend  of  Ni^f,  If  Spartitnof  ii  oot, 
»s  I  Droiigly  fufpeO,  iniiUken,  he  hat  broaght  to 

light  a  dyoMtf  tixntuuf  priaeM  muUf  mIwdwi 

to  hiilory. 

[14]  Dion,  1.  Ixxiti.  p.  1438.  Herod.  U  ii  p-.6j, 
A  veife  in  every  one's  mouth  at  that  time,  ftems  to 
cxpteft  the  general  opinion  of  the  three  rivals  t 
Opiimus  eft  Nigtr,,  boaoa  ptfltno*  ^Mmtm 
Uift.  Aaguft.  p.  7 J. 

[25]  Herodian,  1.  ii.  p,  7:. 

[26]  See  an  account  of  that  memorable  war  ia 
Vdleiai  Patercalaii  ii.  tio,  <te»  win  ftmd  is  tbe 
annj  of  Tiberias. 

« 

[27]  Soch  i*  the  rcfleflion  of  Herodian,  I.  ii. 
p.  74.   Will  the  modem  AoOrians  allow  the  ia> 

[t9]  Ta  tbe  letter  to  Albiaati  already  nentioMd. 

Commodus  accofei  S;veru>,  as  one  cf  the  arabitioos 
general!  who  ceofured  his  conduct,  aad  wilhed  to 
OGCppf  ^  titt*'  Hit.  Aaguft.  p.  lo» 

[19I  PiBBOaia  wai  too  peer  to  fopply  facb  a  ran. 

It  was  probabty  promifcd  ii  thr  catnp,  an  J  paid  at 
Rome,  after  itie  victory.^  In  hting  tbe  Aim,  1  have 
adopted  the  conjeaait  of  CaftabOB.  See  Hil. 
Auguft  p.  66.    Comnent.  p.  11;. 

[y  j  Hnodiaa.  UIL  p.  78.  Several  was  declarird 
cmpeior  oa  the  lianki  of  tbe  Daanbe,  either  at 
Cirnunium,  atcoi.llng  to  Spartianut  (llift  Aoguft. 
p.  6^  ),  or  elfe  at  Sabaria,  accordiag  to  Vtdor. 
Mr  HoaiCt  ia  fappoCog  that  die  biith  aad  digoity 

of  Setam were  too  much  irferior  tn  the  ini:erial 
-CfOWa,  aad  that  he  purched  into  Italy  3s  general 
only,  bu  not  confiderrd  this  iraoraAion  with  hie 
afaal  accuracy  (ElTay  on  the  original  cootrad). 

(31]  VeUeias  Paiercalas,  Lit.  c  tii.  We  maS 
redcea  tba  laaidt  fron  tba  aieanft  vaige  of  IW 
aonia,  and  extend  the  fight  of  die  city,  m  fu  u 
tmo  bandied  oiiks. 


[jt]  This  is  act  a  pacrtia  figate  of  rhetoric,  bai- 
tm  allttlioa  ».« lad  Aft  iccorded  by  Dion,  L  Itxi^ 
|.ti8t.  b  Fi«bably  bappeaed  OUMC  ibao  OBoe. 

[33]  Dion,  I.  Ixiiii.  p.  1233.  Herodian,  I.  ir.. 
£.  gi.  There  ia  a9  ttm  proof  of  the  military 
Mil  of  theRomaot,  tbta  tbdrfirftfareioaating  iha 
idle  terror,  and  afterwards  dllilaialagdw  daafetoai 

oft  of  elephants  in  war. 

[343  Hit.  Aagaft.  f.  62, 63^ 

[5^]  Viftor  and  Eotropins,  riit.  17.  mention  a. 
combat  near  tbe  MiUiao  bridge,  the  Ponte  Moile, 

aaloMiwa  to  tbt  better  aad  RMie  aacieat  aviiera. 

[36]  Diea,  t.  IM^  1*40..  Bhiodiaa»  L  ii» 
£.       HiA.  Aagaft.  p.  6j» 

[37]  From  tbefe  futy-fit  days,  we  mad  firll  d»> 
da£l  Hxtccn,  as  Pertinax  was  murdered  on  the  aSthr 
of  March,  and  Severus  moti  probably  eleOed  oa- 
the  13th  of  April  (fee  Hiil.  Aoguft,  p,  6;,  and 
^llemont  HiA.  dcs  Empercun,  torn.  iii.  p.  393. 
Note  7.).  We  caaaocalioarM  dMftie»diya  after - 
bis  elcAion,  to  pat  »  BBmraas  army  ia  laotioa. 
Forty  days  remsia  for  this  rapid  meidi,  aad  ai  we.- 
may  compatc,  about  eight  hundred  milei  from 
Rome  to  the  ncighboorhood  of  Vienna,  the  array, 
of  Sctcroe  asafcbad  cweniy  lulee  evoz  dajr*  witbm 
oat  bait  or  iaienBlffoB. 

[38]  DibB  (l.  hn¥.  p.  ta4ik)«  Heiodiaa*  L  ill 

p.  84. 

[39]  Dioa  (1.  Ixxiv.  p.  1 244.),  who  af&Aed  at  the 
cereaMay  as  a  ftnuer,  pvee  •  mi  poetgMie  de» 
lerfpdoBoftt. 

[40]  Hteodifco,  I;  yL  p.  Mts. 

[41]  Though  it  is  not,  moil  afliuvdly,  theintea 
tion  of  Lncao,  to  exalt  the  charaAcr  of  Cacftr,  ytf. 
lie  Mea  be  gim  of  Ant  boM*  ia  dw  leatb  book 
of  the  Pharfilia,  where  he  delcribes  him,  at  the- 
fame  time,  making  love  to  Cleopatra,  foiUining  a. 
fiege  agaiaft  the  power  of  Egypt,  aad  coarerfing 
with  the  fagei  <^  tho  coootiy,  k,  ia  leality,  ibo 
noblcll  panegyric. 

[tt]  Redtmrfag  from  bis  deCBoa,  April  ij^ 
193,  to  the  death  of  Albiaui,  PillloWf  19k  1971^ 
See  TiUeoMMt's  Cbioaokigy. 
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{43]  Heiefin*  1.  ii.  p>  t;. 

[44]  Wi>>lc  Severas  was  very  dangeroofly  ill,  it 
wu  iadBftrienfly  giren  out,  that  he  inmided  to  ap- 
pQwt  N^fcv  aod  Albnu  Uf  fiieceftin.  Aa  be 
cooM  aot  beliaccre  wMi  icfpeft  l»  botb,  he  ongbc 

not  be  fo  with  regard  to  either.  Yet  Sevenis 
carried  hi*  hypocrisy  fo  far,  a>  to  profcij  that  ia- 
tfaidm  U  the  memiSn  eflib  owb  lift; 

'  t4S]       Aflgall.  p.  65. 

[46]  Thii  praftice,  invented  bf  Oonnedm. 
proved  very  ufcral  to  Sevcrui.    Ife  foond,  at  Rome, 
,tbc  cbildren  of  many  of  tkc  principal  adkcreati  of 
I&  rirab ;  aed  ke  eBployed  thfei  man  dua  dace 
to  in^iaidaie,  or  Adace  tke  ptreaci. 

[47]  Heradba,  L  fil.  pb  96.    ISft.  Aegefti 

p.  67,  68. 

[49]  Hift.  Aognft.  p^  84.  Spartiaauhuiaftitcd 
tbis  carioui  letter  at  fall  length. 

(49]  Coafult  the  third  book  of  HcfOdian,  add 
fevcMf'feeidi  ttf  Dies  Cdbi . 

[jo]  Dioe,l.  IxxT.p.  ttSc. 

(51]  Dion,  1.  Ixxv.  p.  1x61.  Uerodian,  L  iii. 
p.  110.  Hift.  Augnft.  p.  68.  Tbe  battla  ma 
fought  in  the  plain  of  Trenmit  three  or  four  leagues 
from  Lyoai.  See  Tilkmon^  Mm.  iii.  p.  406. 

KOM  It. 

[;s]  Monierquieu  Confideration*  for  le  61M- 
dcarfCt  l»])eGideeecdMiUMMia«»'c.xB. 

[1:3]  Mod  of  thefc,  as  may  be  fuppored,  were 
finaUopcD  vciPcls.  fiuM,  however,  were  gallie*  of 
tn9t  aedefcwafthnenaksofoin. 

[54')  The  enginaer**  etne  wai  Prifena.  Kt 

{k.U  favcd  hii  lil'c,  and  he  wa«  taken  into  the  fervice 
of  the  conqueror.  Fi  r  the  panicuiar  fails  of  the 
£ege.  confult  Dion  CiQlu^,  (I.  Ixxv.  p.  laji)  and 
Herodian  (1.  iii.  P-9J-):  for  the  ihciwyofit,  the 
fcncifiiUbenBir  de  I'eleid  nay  be  leaked  ijtto.  St* 

^  [f  5]'  NotwithflandiDg  ihs  ulkoriiy  of  Sparti- 
MasaadlbBeiBodcntGReka*  tmou^  be  aflTeicd, 


pceiaeftertbedeuhofScveraa»lqriii  tmmh 

[56]  Dioa,  1.  Inhr.  f.  lajo. 

[;7]  Dion  (1.  Ixxv.  p.  1 264.)  only  zg  reailott  lie 
mentioned  by  him,  but  4.1  arc  named  in  the  Auguf- 
tan  Hillory,  p.  69.  among  whom  were  fix  of  the 
•ame  of  PefeeBaitta,  Boodlaa  (L  iii,  p.  iij,) 
ipcab  ia  geaeral  of  tbe  cnidtict«f  Severn. 

CsB]  AmUia  Viaor. 

[99]  Dion  !.l>:xu.  p.  1272.  Hit.  At^sl. p. 67. 
Severn  celebrated  the  ftcular  faiMa  witli^exM- 
ordiaary  magnificence,  and  he  left  in  the  pnbfie 

granaries  a  proviHon  of  corn  for  fcven  years,  at  the 
rate  of  7;,oco  modii,  or  about  ajoo  quarters  per 
day.  I  am  prrfaaded,  ^at  ibe  granariea  of  Severaa 
were  fnpplied  for  a  long  term,  but  I  acn  not  led 
perfuaded.  that  policy  on  one  hatid.  and  adiniratioa 
on  the  other,  magnified  tbc  hflavd  far  bepoad  iia 
irae  conieou. 

[60]  See  Spanheim'i  treatifc  of  ancient  medajj, 
tbe  iofcriptioni,  and  our  learned  travellers  Spoa 
aad  Wheeler,  Shaw,  Pocock.  ttc  wh»,  ia  Aifaa^ 
Gieacik  aad  A£a«  have  Ibuod  maw  pomMM^u  of 
ftwiBiaib  chas  «f  aay  ochn  Hamm  ampfltor  wbai*. 

[61]  He  carried  his  viflorious  arms  to  Seleod^ 
and  Ciefipboaa  the  capitals  of  the  Parthian  aio> 
narchy.  I  bail  bava  occafioo  to  mcatioB  this  war 
iaittpioperplaGab 

(6a]  Miiam  fa  JrtV««»v,  was  hit  wm  j«ft  and 
mplmis  aiVceOmfe  HiiL  Aug uft.  71. 

[63]  Hnodiaa,  L  iiL  p.  it{.  Hit.  AogdL 
p.  68. 

[64]  Upoa  tbeklbkaee  and  privilege  of  tbe  M- 
diers,  tbe  t£cb  fatire,  falfely  alcribcd  to  Jnvenal. 

may  be  confulted  ;  the  ftyle  and  circumftauce>  of  it 
would  induce  me  to  believe,  that  it  was  compolcd 
■ader  Ac  ic^  of  Severaa  or  dmtof  Uafta. 

(6f]  HU.  AatoC.  p.  73. 

[66]  HcfOdiaa,!,  iii.  p.  131. 

c  2  [Gj]  Dioa, 
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[68]  Ooe  of  bii  moft  duing  »nd  waotOD  iiU  of 
power,  wat  the  oftMriM  of  M  MnJrAl  R«ls  Ro- 
mans, fome  of  tbesn Oiarried  men,  nnd  even  fathrt; 
iflTaihilies ;  fiieriff  Att  hit  dau^h:er,  on  her  nur- 
tttgS  n^itb  ihe  yobhg  cinperor  might  be  attended  fijr 
4  inli  of  Eunuchs  Wolriby  of  M  EaA^  qieeli. 
jiidni  I.  Ixxvi.  p.  1271. 

[^9]  Dio,  1.  Ixsvi.  p.  IS74,  Herodiaa,  i-  iii. 
p.  1x2. 1x9.  TkognnmillBorAUwriidAiftca*, 


as  ii  not  unufual,  miiclk  bsflbf  iC^flntfltfJ  with  tHi». 
inyilcrious  tranfailion,  and  more  afi'ured  of  theguih' 
of  PUttUuiu$i  tfaaa  ihe  Roman  ienao^vcaittrei  ibl*^ 

Dion  C.lfius  AxiMit  M  UlAeWtfUfk  with  no 
otktr  Vieiv,  tbaa  to  O0t»  thdi!  opinidbi  iMtt  Ctt  hifr 
toricd  fxAeni.  tie  ^ind«fti  Will  flfttr  htfir  iftte* 
ajdy  the  Iauycr»,  on  thtir  fide,  laboM«4  M  ihe 
caufe  of  prerogative. 


llOTES  ON  TH£ 

(ij  irjriST.  Aitjrull.  p.  71.  "Onlefei,  at 
Xl  aibUekpcdiu" 

[1]  Dion  Caftoe,  1.  lx»ri>^    1*84^  ■ 

A^iout  the  year  i?f!.  M.  THIewont  is 
ttiferably  etnbarrafftd  with  a  paffage  ot  Dion,  in 
wMdl  tbr  eefi^fi  Faoftint,  who  died  in  the  year 
1-5,  h  mtrodttCed  as  having  contributed  to  the  MMS 
riage  of  Serern*  and  Julia  (I.  lxxi».  p.  >143-)- 
learned  compiler  forgot,  that  Dion  is  relating,  not  a 
teal  bStt  bat  a  dream  of  Several ;  and  dream*  are 
aiwrnfcrffteB  Vft  tie  timici  tof  riak  6e  Iptae.  1^ 
M.  de  T^l^e^lont  imapine  that  marriagei  were  rts- 
fit»im»ti  in  the  tetaple  of  \'fenua  at  Rome  ?  HSft. 
del  Empereare*  loa.  iU.  p.  |l9>  Nott  61 

[4]  Itift.  Augiift.  p.  65. 

[5]  Hid.  A-iguft.  p.  ?5. 

£6]  Dion  Caffint,  I.  Ixxvii.  p.  13C4.  13 1 4. 

{7]  See  a  DiflertatioB  of  McMfab  aft  die  old  of 
edition  of  Diogcaea  Lafertiaa.  ide  ikiakde  US- 

(8]  i)ioa.Lband.p.i«Ss.  Aaveliiu  ViOar. 

[9I  BafiaaiM  otu  kia  firft  atOM,  ^  h  Ul  been 

that  of  hii  maternal  ^'r.-tnd father.  During  hia 
feiga  be  affomedtke  appellation  of  Antoniaaa,  whncb 
it  caployed  bjr  iMTcn  aad  aadcat  Uloriaae.  Af* 


SIXTH  CHAPTER* 

ter  hi«  d?ath,  the  publie  indignation  loaded  him 
ititb  the  aick<a«nea  of  Tarantaa  aad  Caracalk. 
Tba  f rft  wae  bafraaped  from  «.eekbntad  Oladiatork^ 
the  fecoad  from  a  lon^  Giillic  gown  wbich  ^di(- ■ 
tKbated  to  the  people  of  Rocnek 

[10]  Tba  ekvatioa  of  Caracalla  it  fixed  bjr  tbe- 
accanta  M.  da  HllemaMiOithe  jrckf  tbSallK 
dadon  «f  Gala, to  iha  yaar  ao8. 

[1 1\  Herodlaa,  1.  iii.  p.  i  jp.   The  lirea  of  Cu- 
ncaih  aadXaeta*  in  tbe  AagalUo  Uidoijk 

[  I  a]  "teoii*  i.  hxA.  p.  islo,  Jte.  Htiddiai,  I.  Uit 
p.  ijrtte. 

[Ill  OBa»»*  Wmb»«oL  kfk 

[  I  ^ ]  That  the  Caracul  of  Cffian,  is  the  Caracalla 
of  the  Roman  hiflofy,  is,  perhaps,  the  only  point 
of  British  antiquity,  in  which  Mr.  Macpherfon  aud 
Mr.  Whitaker  ace  of  tbe  fane  opiaioo  j  and  yet  the 
epitilon ; a  VotwMient  diScahy.  la  tbaCMledoaka 
war,  tlic  fon  of  Scvcrus  was  known  o;i!v  by  ihr  ap- 
pellation of  Aotoninusi  and  it  may  fcem  ilnogr, 
that  the  Highlaftd  "bard  flionid  defcribe  him  by  a 
nick-name,  invented  f^ur  years  afterwards,  fcarcely 
ofcd  by  the  Romans  till  after  the  death  of  that  em- 
peror, and  fcldom  employed  by  the  a(»ft  attdcnt 
hiftorians.  See  Dioa,  1.  Ixxvii.  p.  1317.  HiiU 
Auguft.  p.  £9.  AtfhL  VMor.  Bdfti.  1«  Chraa.  al 
aan,  si4« 

[ij]  Dioa, 
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ft ;]  DuM.  1.  Ijtni.  f.4aU.  ilii.  Aigaii  jf,  7«* 

AureL  V  klor. 

[1 6]  DioB,  1.  Ijcxvi.  p.  m8).  HUL  Aajaft*. 

p.  89. 

[17]  Dim,  p.  Ixxn.  1.  12B4.  Herodian,  L  ixu 

f  18]  M(;  Hmw4i  joftly  forpriied  tt  a  paAge  «f 

Harodiu,  (1  iv.  p.  1  9.)  who,  cn  this  occjfion,  re- 
ptvCniis  tiht  iaperial  palace,,  a*  «qiial  io  estent  to 
thcTdl  of  tLame,  Tk»  «Me«^M  oftlw  Mm- 
tine  Mount  on  whicii  it  watbailt,  occupied,  ^t  moft, 
a  circumferenoe  of  eleven  or  twclv«  thoufand  feet. 
(See  the  Noiitia  ar.d  Vifloa,  in  Nar^i'*  Roat 
Antica.)  But  we  (hoald  reeolleQ  that  the  optilem 
fennton  had  ilrooil  rnrrtKindetl  the  city  wicit  their 
Ottcnfivc  gardens  and  (uburb  palace*,  the  gicateil 
pan  «f  whida  had  bsea  graduaJlx  confifcaiad  bf 
tiwenperon.  -  IfOMiieMed  hi  die  gwnkna  A» 

bore  his  n.imr  on  the  J.inirulum  ;  and  if'  CuncjIIa 
inhabited  the  garden*  o<  Mbcxaas  on  the  Elqae- 

other  In'  tht  diftance  of  fcveral  miles;  and  yet 
the  inrcrmedhite  fpace  was  filled  by  the  Imperial, 
gard^tn  of  Salhrf^,  of  Lucullus,  of  Agrrppa,  of  Dd> 
initian,  of  Catut,  &c.  all  ikirting  round  the  city, 
and  all  conneAed  with  each  other,  and  with  the 
palace,  bybrtdget  thrown  ewrtke  1,  and  the 
tlrect*.  But  thii  «q)lanatieii  of  Hcrodian  would 
reqirire,  though  it  ill  deftma,  1  partkalar  difierta^ 
doa»  illolliated  by  a  nap  of  aacim  RainA. 

I^tqI  BnoiliMtla  Iv.  p.  139* 

[ib]  Hetwi^,  t.  iv.  p.  i4f. 

[31]  Caracalla  cenfecraied,  in  the  temple  of  S*> 
tka  fiwoM,  widir  wbichy  M  fee  iMiAed*  fek  tuA ' 
ili«1ibh«<licrOMt»  t>iM,l.ltt«fi.p.  tjo;,. 

Xts\  fftfoOaBf  1.  ¥f.  p.  147.  In  emjr  Jkonn 

camp  there  wn'a  fmnW  chapel  near  the  head- 
qoarters,  in  wMCh  the  llatuesof  the  tutelar  deities 
were  preferved  end  adored  ;  and  we  anaj  aratiakj 
that  the  caglcit  and  other  military  eafigat*  waia&a 
the  firft  raak  of  thefe  ddtiei :  aa  eicelleat  failHto* 
rion.  which  confirmed  difcipline  by  the  fandion 
of  religion.  See  JLipfio*  de  Militia  Aonaaa,  -ir,  '5, 
Ik  au 


[23]  HfcndiM,  I.  iv.  p.  I4«.  Dim,  1.  fitsrfl. 

p>  1289. 

CX4]  Geta  wai  placed  ammg  the  gods.  Sit  Mw/f 
dam  BOB  lit  vhms,  faid  hit  brolher.  Hiik.  Aegvft. 
p.  91.   Some  marks  of  GcttV  ooafccratiaa  -  are 

Aill  foand  upcm  tncdaU.  ' 

[25]  Dion,  LIxxvU.  p.  1307.. 

[i6]  Dion,  1  IxKvii,  p.  i:go.   Herodiaa,  1.  iv*. 
p.  I  ;o.   Dion  (p.  1 299.)  (ayf ,  that  the  comic  poeti 
no  longer  durfl  employ  the  name  of  Geta  in  their 
plays,  and  that  the  eftataiOfth ale  who  aMBlioiiad'- 
it  in  their  ttliaBieatat.iwta  ooafifcatcd. 

[  -1  Caracalla  had  alTiimed  the  r.ir.ies  of  ftveral 
conquired  nations;  Fertlnix  obfervcd,  that  the 
name  of  GHicMt  (he  had  obtained  ibmc  advaatage  of 

the  Goths  or  Getar)  uould  be  a  proper  .-.Jdition  tO' 
Parthicus,  Alcmannicu*,  Sec.    Hill.  /\uguft.  p.  89. 

[a&]  DtOB,  I.  laxviL  p.  1191.  He  was  proba> 
My  dfffbeaded  fien  Helvidtas  Prilinu,  and  llmlea* 
P2:tus.  thofe  patriots  whofi:  Ann,  bnt  ufelefsand' 
uafeafooable  rirtuc^  has  been  iatnoitaUxed  Jiy. 
Tfcitaa. 

[29]  It  is  faid,  that  Papiniaa  was  himfelf  a  rela. 
tion  of  tht  capra&  JoUa. 

[3  c]  Tacit  Anaal.  xiv.  B. 

£31]  Iliil.  Auguft.  p.  SS. 

[ja]  With  regarJ  to  Papinian,  fee  Udaecvittt** 

Hidoria  Joiis  Romani,  1.  53-,  Sec. 

£33]  Tiberius  and  Domitian  never  noi'cd  fn)Bi» 
fbe  s^libonAaod  of  JUrnie.  "New  made  a  ftort 
jottrney  into  Greece.    "  Et  laudatorum  Principum 
■fiu  mt  xqoD  qaanvis  ptecat  ^gaalibaai  $mn 
pmnauaiagraaat.'*  Ttau  HiS.  ir.  75. 

{$4]  Dion,  1.  IxxviL  p.  1B94. 

Dion,  1.  Ixxvii.  p.  1^07.  UcMdiaa*  J.  if.. 
p.  i5t.  7lie.fevaierr«pfefeataitaa  a  civel  nafaciv,. 

the  latter  as  a  perfidiooi  ooe  too.  It  fccms  pro- 
faabift  tint  liie  Almadriaaa  had  iruoted  the  tfm 

Mat- 
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«ut  bf  their  failktioi  wd  .pexbapt  by  tbdr  M> 
molti. 

[36J  Dion,  1.  Ixxvii.  p.  1196. 

.  Is?]  Dion,  L  lxxvi  p.  1184.  Mr.  Wotton  (Hift. 
■if  Rome,  p.  330}  (ufpe^  tiktt  thu  mudm  mat 
vented  bf  CknicaUa  Unftlf  and  ■ttriboted  to  hit 

/ather. 

•[]8]  DiOB  (I.  Ixxvlii.  p.  1343.)  infomu  us  that 
the  extraordinary  girta  of  Caracalla  to  the  army 
amoaoied  annually  to  feventy  milioni  of  drachms 
(about  two  aiUiona  4h(ee  hundred  and  fifty  thoo- 
ftod  poatMlf).  Tbcn  b  .laother  paflage  in  Okm, 
concerning  fllHitary  pay,  inhniccly  curious  ; 
were  i(  not  bUnre,  impcrfcA,  and  probably  cor> 
nipt.  The  "heSL  Tcnfe  fecmi  to  be,  that  the  Prx- 
torian  guards  received  tweWe  hundred  and  fifty 
diachmx  (forty  pooadi)  a  year.  (Dion,  I.  Ixxvii. 
p.  1307  )  Under  the  reign  of  Auguftas,  (hey  were 
paid  at  the  rate  of  two  drachmx,  or  denarii,  per 
day,  7  20  a  year  (Tadt  AbmI.  i.  17.).  Ooahha* 
who  incrcafcd  ihc  fnldicr's  pay  one  fourth,  muft 
have  raifi»l  the  Prxtoriani  to  960  drachmae  (Gro- 
awviaa  de  Pmaia  Vcteri,  1.  IB.  c  a.).  Thale  fnc- 
ctffive  aogmentationi  ruined  the  empire,  for  with 
the  ibidier't  pay,  their  numbers  too  were  increafed. 
me  haac  fiaa  tlw^mtaiiaBa  dpoaiacMfliled  ftaoi 

JQiMO  t»  50*000  MO. 

[39]  tHoB*  LlxiffiB.p.i3is.  HandiaatLliti 

f.  168. 

[40]  The  ibodncia  of  CaracaUa  for  the  nana 
nnd  cnfigiis  of  Alexander,  if  Kill  prefervcd  on  the 
medals  of  that  emperor.  See  Spanheiro,  de  Ufu 
Numifmataa*  Diflertat.  aii.  Herodian  (I.  iv. 
p.  154.)  had  AcB  vary  ridicakoi  fIBam,  im  wUch 
a  figure  wai  drawn,  with  one  fideof  AaJka  Uk» 
Alexander,  and  ihe  other  like  Caracalla. 

(41]  Herodiaa,  1.  ir.  p.  169.  Hift.  Ao^ft. 
p.  94. 

[42]  Dkm,  I.  Inarin.  p.  i3p.  ElagaMaa  io> 
proached  his  predecelTor,  with  daring  to  feat  him- 
felf  OB  tha  throne  i  thoafh)  a*  Prxiorian  ftmMt, 
ht  cootd  not  liava  been  admitted  into  tha  ftoatt 
after  the  voice  of  the  crycr  had  cleared  the  bonfe. 
The  perfooal  &venr  of  Plautiaaai  and  St^n  had 


hfoka  ihiemh  tlie  eftabiilbod  rate.  They  rofe  ia« 
dead  ftoBB  ^  eqneflrian  order  |  bet  they  ptdetval 
die  prajfaQura  with  tha  tank  of  faiwr,  aad  avaa 

with  the  confolflup* 

[43 J  He  waa  a  native  of  Ccfticai  i>  Namidi«t 
and  began  Utftitane  by  ferving  in  the  henfthoUof 

Plautiao,  from  whofc  ruin  he  narrowly  cTeapad. 
Hit  enemies  aflerted,  that  he  was  bom  a  flave.  aad 

that  of  Gladiator.  The  faOiion  of  afperfing  the 
birth  and  condition  of  an  adv  cHaiy,  leona  to  have 
kdcd  foot  tba  time  of  the  Gtwk  ontors»  to  the 
learaad  f  rawaiwiawi  of  tha  left  age. 

Both  Dion  and  Herodian  fpcalc  of  the  rir- 
tues  and  vices  of  Macriaus,  with  C4adoar  and  impar* 
tiality  t  but  the  aathor  of  hia  life,  in  the  Aogaibm 
Hirtory,  fcems  to  have  implicitly  copied  fomc  of 
the  venal  writers,  employed  by  filagabalas,  to 
UadKO  thcBMOMMy  of  bb  picdeedbr.. 

[4;]  Dion,  I.  Ixxxiii.  p.  1336.  TJie  fcnfe  «f 
ihe  aotirar  is  -a)  clear  as  the  inteotioo  of  the  em> 
peror,  bnt  Id.  Wouon  haa  miftabea  hath,  by  ■•der* 
ftanding  the  dili>Afa»»  mat  flf  vataiaa  aod  i«> 
cruiis,  but  of  aid  aad  aair  kfiow.  Hitay  of 
Rone,  p.  347. 

[^f  l  Dion,  I.  Ixxviii  p  1330.  The  abridge- 
ment of  Xiphilin,  though  lefs  particniar*  is  in  (hia 
place  dealer  thaa  the  oripaal. 

[47]  According  to  Lampridius  (Hift.  Augufl.  p. 
13;.)  Alexander  Severus  lived  twenty-nine  yeari, 
three  oionth^,  and  feten  days,  Aa  he  was  hilled 
March  19.  23,,  he  was  bora  December  ti,  ao^ 
and  iv.T5  cunfcqucntly  about  this  time  tiiir'ccn 
years  old,  as  his  elder  coufin  mighi  be  about  (even- 
leen.  This  compntatioa  fuits  inoch  b«uer  the 
hiflory  of  the  young  princes  than  that,  of  Uerodiaut 
(I.  V  p.  I  Si.)  who  reprefents  them  as  three  years 
younger ;  whilA,  by  an  oppofite  error  of  chronology, 
he  lengthens  the  reign  of  Elagabalus  taro  yeart  be- 
yond it*  real  duration.  For  the  pardcatart  of  tha 
confpiracy,  fee  Dioo*  L  Isniii.  f,  IJig*  Hcvo* 
diaot  1*  V.  p,  184. 

[48]  By  a  moll  dangerous  proclamation  of  the 
pretaaded  Aotonious,  cv^iy  ibldicr  who  brought  in 
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ku  ofiotr**  head,  becaise  eatiiUd  to  hi*  private 
tllate,  at  well  ai  to  hb  ailitaiy  coomiflioa. 

[49]  Dion,  I.  I*xviii.  p.  i?45.  Hcndian,  I. 
p.  i96»   The  battle  was  fbnght  near  the  village 
of  Tminc,  tboot  two  «Bid  Meaqr  mibt  irom  Ao- 

tioch. 

[jo]  Dion,  I.  Ixxix.  p.  1350. 

[j^J  Dion,  1.  ix«ix.  p.  1361,  Hcrodiaa, 

[%*]  TUs  aaae  b  derived  bjr      karocd  fion 

two  Syiiac. words,  E'a  a  G  ">d,  and  Gahal  to  form, 
the  forming,  or  plaUic  God,  a  proper,  and  cvea 
happy  epttlMC  fcr.  the  &ia.  WMM*a  Umaif  of 

[<|]  HcMdian.  I. «.  p.  i90» 

ffi]  He  bfokaialo  the  Cwaaary  of  Vefta.  and 
carried  away  a  ftatue,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be 
the  Palladiasi ;  bot  the  vertals  boaftcd,  that  by  a 
pioaa  fraod»  ibqr  bad  tnpofed  a  coontuftU  iaagr 
oothtfiefiteoiMndee.  Haft.  AagulL  p.  103. 

[jj]  Dioo,  1.  Ixxix.  p  13^0.  Herodian,  L  v. 
p.  19].  The  fabjeClt  o£  the  empire  were  obliged 
»  make  liberal  ptefeata  to  the  Bew-aarri«d  eeoplei. 
and  whatever  they  bad  promifcd  during  the  life  of 
Elagabalaa*  was  carefulljr  cxa^d  under  the  ad* 
alBitratio»  of  MawHU 

[j6]  The  inventioii  of  a  aew  ftoce  wa»  liberally 
rewarded  ;  but  if  it  was  not  relifhed,  the  inventor 
was  cnofiBeii  10  eat  of  aothiog  elfe,  till  he  had  diA 
csvaad  MMhv  aoio  ^aeahle  to  tkt  mgtML 
pabiew  Hifti         F*  >  > 

['jT-X^  would  eat  fca-filh  except  at  a 

.  great  diftance  from  the  fea ;  he  then  would  diOri^ 
bate  vaft  quantities  of  the  ratefl  foits,  broagfat  at  aa 
iaacaft  ex  pence,  to  the  peafaati  of  ^  iriud 
coaatiy.  UUl.  Aagnft.  p.  109. 

p.  192. 

[59]  Hierocles  enjejrad  that  honour;  bat  ho 
«oaM  bave  been  flipplanted  hj  oae  SSodcoe,  bad 

be  not  'contrived,  by  a  potion,  to  enervate  the 
fowen  of  hi*  rival,  who  bcaag  found  oa  trial  aa« 


equal  to  his  repntaiioo,  wai  driven  with  ignominy 
fietp  die' palace.  Dto«,  1.  Ixxix  p.  13^  3.  1364. 
A  t!ancer  was  made  prxfcS  of  the  city,  a  charioteer 
prafeil  of  the  watch,  a  barber  prxfcA  of  the  pro- 
vifions.  Thefe  three  minifters,  with  maay  inferior 
ofRcers,  were  all  recommended,  tammi«Uwumhvim» 
Hift.  Augull.  p.  icj. 

[66]  Even  the  credulous  compiler  of  his  life, 
ia  ikt  Aiiguftan  Hlttory  {p  1 1 1.)  b  iadtaedtO'rait 
poa  ibat  hb  vioa  aiay  haw  beeatnggenHed. 

[61]  Dioa,  I.  bcxix.  p.  1165.  Herodian,  I.  v.. 
p.  19;— zoi.  Hift.  Augull.  p.  I  Of.  The  Jaft  of 
the  three  hiftorians  fireos  to  have  folloMd'  tbo  baft* 
■Mboia  ia  bb  aecoaat  of  tbt  nfolatiOBt 

[6a]  The  sera  of  the  death  of  Elagabalni,  and 
of  the  acceffiOB  of  Alexander,  haa  employed  tho 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  Pagi,  Tillemont,  VaU 
fecchi,  Vignoli,  and  Torre,  bifhopof  Adria.  The 
quefiion  is  aoft  affarcdly  iatricatet  bat  I  ftiil  ad- 
here to  the  astboriiy  of  Dloa ;  the  truth  of  wbolb- 
calcuiationi  is  undeniable,  and  the  purity  of  whofe 
text  is  jaftified.  by  the  agreement  of  Xiphilia,  -TLo* 
aaras,  aad  Cedreaat.  Elagabalus  reigned  tbrra 
years,  nine  months,  aad  four  days,  from  his  viAory 
over  bfacrinas,  and  was  killed  March  to,  azz. 
Batwbat  lliall'we  icply  toHre  aedab,  aadoabledljr 
genuine,  which  reckon  the  fifth  jtar  of  his  triba- 
nitian  power  i  Wc  (hall  reply  with  the  learned 
VaNeocbi,  that  the  ofarpation  of  Macrinns  wa*  an« 
nihilated,  and  that  the  fon  of  Caracalla  dated  his 
reign  from  his  Other's  death.  After  rtfolving  thia- 
great  difficulty,  the  fmaller  knots  of  thb  qilMoB* 
may  be  cafily  oatied,  or  cat  alaader. 

[6}3  Hift.  .^ugulT.  p.  114.  By  this  unufu.il 
precipiution,  the  feoate  meant  tv  confound  the 
hopes  of  fieteaden,  aad  piarcatxba  fiittoaa  «f  tha 

{64^  Meiellat  NomidicDS,  the  cenfor,  acknow* 
ledged  to  the  Roman  people,  in  a  pnblic  oration* 
that  had  kind  Nateia  allowed  us  to  exift  withoat 
the  help  of  women,  we  (hould  be  delivered  from  a 
very  trooblefome  companion  :  and  he  could  recom- 
BSnd  aMtriowny,  only  as  the  facrifice  of  privata- 
^tafaia  10  pablic  da^.  Aula*  GeUiai«  L  6.. 

[fijX  Tidti  Aaaal.  siiit 
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HUt.  Aag«ft.  p.  tos.  t07* 

[67]  Dion.  I.  bxx.  p  1369.  Heiodiia,  1  vl. 
p.  2c6  H'lH  Aupufl.  p.  131.  HerOittu  npre- 
fenu  the  Patrician  as  innocent.  The  Aagnftan 
Hiftor/,  OB  the  authotitjr  of  Dexipput,  condemns 
him.  Ml  guilty  of  a  confpiracy  againft  the  lile  of 
Alexander.  It  is  impodlble  to  prooouDoe  between 
them:  but  Dion  it  an  irrepioachable  witae(«  of  the 
■jcalonfy  and  craelty  of  Mama*  towvd  the  jmtg 
<cmpfc&,  wbofr  kaidiiue  Akxuckr  IwDtattdt  'IwC 
4«rft  aoc  apfoS^ 

[68]  Herodian.  1.  tI.  p.  irj.  Hill.  Augaft. 
9 .  IJ9.  The  lattef  iafinuaie*,  that  whea  aojr  law 
«ai  to  be  pallM,  the  ooaDcil  was  aipled  by  a 

ruaibcr  of  r.blc  lawyers  ai  d  i  xprricncrd  fcnators, 
■wliofe  optaioat  were  feparaiel/  gives  and  cakea 

[6c]  fie*  Mt  lib  imbe  Avguflan  Htllory.  The 

iinJininguifhing  conipiKT  h.is  liurkt!  ihefv  ialerefl- 
sng  aaecdoto  noder  a  load  of  uivi^l  and  ynmcaaiog 

(70)  8wd»  13A  SidM  oFJawMMd. 

[71]  Hift.  Ai^aft.  p.  119. 

[72]  See  ia  theHtS.  Angaft.  p.  it6,  117,  tke 
«hole  coBteA  between  Alexander  and  the  fenate, 
«nf«C>e4  frOBi  the  jooroali  «f  that  aUcmbly.  It 
Aappaaad  m  the  fixth  ofMuA,  probaUy  at  the 
'year  113.  when  the  Romans  had  enjoyed,  almofl 
,41  twclvenuuuh,  (he  bieflingi  of  hi*  reigo.  Be£on 
■ih*  appeUatioa  of  AawaiaM  «aa  vSmi  Urn  at  • 
title  of  honour,  the  feeate  waited  to  fee  whether 
Alexander  would  not  aflume  it,  as  a  family  name. 

[73]  ^**  *  favourite  faving  of  the  emperor'a, 
teaUice*  magi*  fcrvare,  quara  fcipfam  |  qaodft» 
Itii  pabtica  in  bis  cflct.    iliil.  .\ugaft  p.  130. 

[74]  Though  the  anther  of  the  life  of  Aknader 
Augaft  p.  Hi)  mentiona  the  (editioa  raibd 
agiinll  Ulpian  by  the  foldiers,  he  conceals  the  ca- 
MlUophe,  a«  it  might  difcover  a  wcakaeb  in  the 
admSntAratioa  of  hii  hcio.  From  thia  jc^gnod 
omiflicn,  we  maf  of  the  w^ht sod  cuntow 
-of  that  authur. 

[7  ]  For  an  accoont  of  Ulpian'i  fate  and  hit 
own  danger,  fee  the'matilttdl  MMlaiSOB  ofDiM*!! 
iiitaef,4.Inx  p.  1371. 


C^]  A«MW.  Mmmv  Mim  OMm  U  Im. 
p.  ij89> 

[77]  Jallus  Cxfar  bad  appealed  a  fedition  with 
the  iaoM  word,  ^ifiriHt  t  vkuk  An  oppofed  10 

the  ofTenden  to  the  Icfs  honourablecoaditiMOfMM 

citizen*.    Tacit.  Annal.  i.  43. 

[7R]  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  13:. 

(79]  From  the  Motalii.  Hift.  Aiigiia..p.  ity. 
The  choice  wa>  jodidoet.   la  om  fliort  period  of 

tnxlve  years,  tbeli^eteni  could  reckon  feven  confui- 
{bips,  and  five  triamphs.   See  Velleia*  PaterculuH 

[80]  The  life  of  Alennder,  in  the  Aafotn 

HiAoiy,  i*  the  mere  idea  of  a  perfefl  prince,  an 
awkward  imitation  of  the  Cyropxdia.  1  he  account 
of  hii  reign,  as  given  by  Ilerodian,  is  rttioaal  and 
niMluaie,  -confiAent  with  the  general  hiftory  of  the 
•g8l  and, SB  Ibme t^tho ntoft  Invidious  particulars, 
•eon firmed  by  the  decifivc  fragtneni5  of  Dion  Yet 
"inm  a  very  paltry  pt^itx,  the  greater  noabcr 
of  mw  ndtm  wriww  ahoft  Hciodin,  wd  copy 
the  Anguflan  Hiftory.  See  MefF.  de  Tilltmon:  and 
Wolton.  From  the  oppofite  prejudice,  the  emperor 
Julian  (in  Cxfarib.  p.  31 1 )  dwells  with  a  tiaMe 
frihia&^on  the  tfiimiinnctiifakMfi  of  the^^riaib 
•ad  the  ridicoleat-evarice  of  hit  noifcer. 

[Rl]  .According  to  the  more  accuraie  Diooyiat, 
the  city  itfelf  wis  only  an  hundred  lladia,  or  tiaelvo 
miles  and  a  half  from  Rnoia  t  though  fome  oac-pofti 
might  be  ad« anted  Yarrtier  on  the  fide  of  Etraria. 
N  irdini,  in  a  pio'"cii;.,J  :ientii'V,  has  combated  ihe 
popuUr  opinion  and  die  authority  of  two  popei,  aad 
has  removed  Veii  froofCMoi  riirlaea,  wa  Ikilo 
Ipot  called  JfoLi,  in  the  aUdwajr  between  Reae  aad 
the  lake  Bracciano.  ' 

[S*]  &ee  the  4th  aad  jtb  booiu  of  Ltvy.  in  the 
^n—n  Census,  property,  power  aad  MIMiaaf  MM 

commenfurate  with  ea^  Othav 

fSjJ  flin.  HilL  Natuf.  1.  xxxiii  c  ^  Ciaenda 
Officii!,  ii.  J2  Plutarch,  in  f.  .Emil.  p  275. 

Scca  ^e  defcrtptioa  of  iha*  «cnamhtt;d 
wealth of4sec  taXaoaa^  Omilm,  Lm.m,^, 
Me, 

{45]  Ta^ 
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(85]  Tadt.  ia  Anaat.  L  ii«  It 
■csifled  ia  ll»  date  of  Apfiaa. 

[86]  Platwdu  ia  Paa^O!»  f,  641* 
£87]  Stnbok  1.  xiii*  p.  798. 

[gg]  Vclkius  Patcrcula^,  1,  ii.  c.  jg.  he 
to  give  the  preference  la  the  revenue  of  Gaul. 

Tbt  Eiiboic,  the  Phocniciu,  and  Alex« 
aadriaa  adaait» «««  Amlkta  m^lM  w  dw  Atdc 

See  Hooper  of  ancient  weights  and  mearurea,  p.  ir. 
c.  {.  It  i*  vtty  probable,  that  the  {uM  taknt  wu 
•canM  final  Tfnto  Cartkage. 

[90]  pDlybkLxr.c*s. 

[si]  Ap^aBlaPaddikP'84. 

(9*1  DMorw SicalB*,  Lw:  CUBawuMhIf 

die  Phaaidu*  a  Uole  more  than  a  thoofnd  JMB 
before  ChriiL    See  Veil.  Patercol.  t.  a. 

[93]  Strabo,  1.  ili.  p. 

[94]  Flia.  HiiL  N^tar.  L  xxxUL  c.  3.  He  mea- 
telikmA  a  filMr  Miaa  la  DdMd^,  Alt  jMM 
«««7  di^  fil^  poiala  to  tha  fac«« 

[91]  Strabo,  U  x.  p.  485.  Tacit.  Aonal.  ili.  69. 
Md  ir.  30.  See  in  Toarneibrt  (Voyage*  ao  Le- 
vaat.  Lettre  itt.)  a  Mqr  OMff  flftait  of  tke  aSad 


tBbnw    tea  AeD^st,  ndaittapii  la  UtiiMM  U  ligr  • 


[96]  Lipfiai  de  magnitodine  Romana  (1.  u.  c  3.) 
computet  the  rereaue  at  one  handred  and  fiftjr 
milliooa  of  gold  crowna  ;  but  kia  whole  book) 
«hottgbUaraediadiat«uoaif  iMtnyaafCfyhcatad 
iaia^atioa. 

[97]  Tadt.  AaaaL  iffi.  $i. 

[98]  See  PUnr  (HULlbtar.  I.  mi.  e.  sj.  I.  A 
c.  18  ).  Hia  obfervationi,  that  the  Indian  cotnmo- 
ditka  were  ibid  at  Rome  at  a  handred  timet  their 
.«i^||atl  price,  aiay  fi**  m  fome  notion  of  the  fco- 
of  the  cafioott,  fine*  that  origioal  price  »• 
W  men*  than  dght  haadnd  tLoaiaad 


[99]  The  ancient!  were  anoiMirtad  iriifc  At 

art  of  catting  dianondt. 

I  icol  M.  Boockaodf  ia  hia  txcatile  d«  I'lapoc 

Vm.1. 


[101]  Tacit.  Annal.  i.  78,  Ttnr  ytart  after- 
mida,  the  redadion  of  the  poor  kiagdem  of  Cappa* 
docia  ffBf$  YUiaiiPf  a  pieteaca  fisf  duaiaiibuu'  the 
•idle  to  oaa  halfi  bat  tha  iditf  wat  of  my  Aon 

daration. 

£(os]  OioB  CaflUw,  J*  Iv.  p.  794*  L  IvL  p» 
•as* 

[103]  The  fum  it  only  fixed  by  eonjeAore. 

[104]  At  the  Roman  law  fabfiiled  for  many  agei, 
the  Ctgmaii,  or  relationt  on  the  nother't  fide,  were 
not  called  to  the  focceffioB.  Thia  harfli  inftitatioa 
wu  gradually  aadwaitnod  by  heawakx,  aad  fiaally 


f los]  fSa.  Pantiiia,  «.  S7* 

[106]  See  IMaaeciBa  ia  tka  Aoiliait.  Jaiii 

mani,  1.  u. 

[107]  Herat.  1.  ii.  Sat.T.  PKMB.  C  u6,  IcC* 
Plb.  1.  ii.  Epift.  zo. 

[108]  Cicero  in  Philipp.  ii.  c.  16. 

[109]  See  hia  epiAlea.  Ereiy  fuch  Will  gare  hia 
aa  oeeafioa  oTdi^laTiag  kb  fefcreace  to  the  dead. 

and  his  jafiice  to  the  living.  He  reconciled  both(  ia 
hit  behaviour  to  a  (on  who  had  beea  difiaherited  by 
hiaaw(her(v.  t.). 

[no]  Tadt  Aaaal.  aiH.  fO.  B^pitt  dia  Loi«t 

1.  xii.  c.  19. 

[ill]  See  Pliny't  Panegyric,  the  AqgaJlaa 
htfiorjr,  aad  Boroian.  de  Vedigal.  paffim. 

[t  1 2]  The' tribe tej  (properly  fo  called) 
famed;  fince  the  good priaoet  oAl 
milHont  of  arreart. 

'  [113]  The  fitaatioD  of  the  new  ciiizent  ia  mi> 
aatetf  ddiribiil  bf  TBaj  (Taa^ric.  u  S7t 
39.}.  Tr^  pahliflMd  »  Imp  wtrf  mmk  ia  didr 

fiMTOtir. 

(114]  Dion,  U  Ixxvii.  p.  129^. 

[itj]  He  who  paid  tea  mr/i,  the  nfual  triboie* 
vai  dHii|*d  «idi  ae  mm  Aaa  tha  thiid  pan  of 
d        '  '  aa 
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•n  anreai,  and  proportional  pieces  of  goM  Wt  [ttS]  8m  tk*  Km  of  AgricoU,  VdpalUa^ 
coined  bjr  Akxuder'*  ocder..  Htft.  Aogaft*  p  twj^  TnjaD,  SetOWi  awl  Iiia  difco  coaipedton  {  and 
iwilhthtcoauMBtwyof  Silaifia.  indeed  of  aU  ^  ttuanit  man  of  thofttiinai* 


NOTES  ON  THE  SEVENTH  CHAPTER. 


to        H  E  R  K  had  been'no  example  of  three  fac- 

X  celEv«M0M 
diice  tallaiifin  df  nat  who  fiweeeded  their  ftdierfl. 


celEve MoeradoM  on  the  throne;  onljr 


*  The  marriages  of  the  Ccfarj  (notwithHanding  the 
permiffion,  and  the  frequent  ptaSdte  of  divorces} 
wtfo  csitc*!!/ utftoitiiil* 

[*]  m*Aagaft.  p.  139. 

l$]  Haft.  Aagaft.  p.  140.    Heradlaa,  t.  vi. 

■p.  zjy  Anrelius  Viflor.  By  comparing  theft  au- 
thors, it  {hoald  feem,  that  .Vlaxiroin  had  the  parti- 
cular command  of  the  Triballian  horfe,  with  the 
fcaeral  coauniffioo  ofdircipliningtkerecrnittofthe 
i«]wkanB7.  Hi* Biographer  ought  Mkuwatfvkcdy 
with  more  care,  his  exploits,  and-  the  /acoeSifO 
fleps  of  his  military  promotions. 

[4]  See  the  original  letWr  of  Alexander  Severiu» 
Hift>  Auguft.  p.  149. 

[^]  Hift.  Augaft.  p.  13;.   I  have  Ibftened  lone 


of  the    moft    iinprobablc  circumflai 


this 


wretched  biographer.  From  this  ijl-worded  narra> 
foMt  it  Aonid  ftem,  that  the  prince's  buSbon  har- 
,  isg  accidental!)'  entered  the  tent,  and  awakened  the 
llwnbcring  monarch,  the  fear  of  punifliment  urged 
bim  to  perfeade  the  difiUMcd  JbUien  to  conaric 
the  marder. 

[6]  llerodian,  1.  vi.  p.  223 — 

(7]  Caligula,  tbe  cldaft  of  the  Ibur*  waa  oatj 
twenty- five  year*  of  age  when  ht  aleeadod  the 

throne  ;  Caracalla  was  twcnty.ihrec,  Commodus 
nineteen,  and  Nero  no  more  than  feventeen. 

[S]  It  appears  that  he  wai  totally  ignorant  of  tbe 
Greek  langoage ;  which,  fioB  its  aaimlil  dt.tn 

'  cunvrtfition  and  letters,  WU  M  CftUitl  pWt  of 

every  liberal  ciiutuilcin. 

[9]  Hift.  Anguft.  p.  141.  Herodian,  !•  vii. 
p,  837.  Tlie  tatier  of  thift  UAoriaaa  k«  ban 


moft  tinjaft^ 
•  Maximin. 


Sat  ^imag  A*  fice*  «f 


Zolimus,  1.  i» 


[10]  He  was  compaied  to 

Hiil.  Auguft.  p.  141. 

[11]  Herodian,  1.  vii.  p.  23^. 
p.  15. 

[is]  In  the  ferule  territory  «f  1 

hondred  and  fifty  miles  tn  the  f^uth  of  Chrthagt* 
This  city  was  decorated,  probably  by  theGor£ana» 
the  title  of  colony,  and  with  a  fine  amphiihe* 
acre,  which  is  flilt  in  a  very  perfca  Hate.  See 
-Itiaefar.  Wefieling.  p.  59,  and  Sbaw's  uavels, 
P-117. 

[i3]HerediaB,t.  vE  p^  *^  IfilL  Angnft.  p.  159. 

.  ^  ft4l  HiA.  Aogaft.  p.  ija.  Thecelehmtedhedr 
afFtopey  in  eorimt,  was  Hfnrped  by  Marc  Anton^y 
and  confequently  became,  after  the  Triumvir's 
death,  a  part  of  the  itnpcrial  The  em- 

peror Trajan  allowed  and  even  ncMfngad  the 
rleh  'ftnatora  to'iwrehalb  thofe  tna|^!lcent  and 
ufelefi  palace?  (Plin.  Panegyric,  c.  jr.)  ;  and  it  may 
feein  probable,  that  on  this  occafioa,  Ponpey^s 
boufc  came  into  the  poOblBoa  of.  GoidiialB  gmt 
grandfather* 

•  [j^]  The  Claudian.tbe  N'omidlan,  theCaiyflla*, 
and  the  Syunadian.  The  colours  of  Rojuan  mu^ 
bles  have  been  faintly  defcribed  and  iinp  rfcdly 
dilHnguiflied.  Jt  appevsih  bowefcr,  that  the  Ca* 
ryfiian  wa«'  a  lea  green,  and  that  the  marble  of 
Synnada  was  white  mixed  with  oval  fpoti  of  parple> 
See  Salmafius  ad  Hill.  .Aogaft.  p.  164. 

[i6j  Hiftf- AiigifA.  4£t,  &S8*  He fiunetime* 
gave  five  hundred  pair  of  Gladiators,  iMfer  lefi  iha» 

one  hundred  ;ind  He  once  gave  for  the  ufe  of 

the  Circus  one  hundred  Sicilian,  and  as  nuny  Cap 
borib.  Tlw  aaiawb  deC^vcd  ftr  low- 
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nigi  were  chiefly  bears,  boara,  bulU,  ftagi,  elks, 
wild  albs,  &c.  Elephants  and  lions  Teem  to  have 
been  apprapriated  to  imperial  aiagiuficence« 

[i--!  Sec  the  origira!  letter,  in  the  Augoffan 
IlUloiy,  p.  is»t  w  liich  at  once  (hews  Alexander's 
fdpeA  for  the  aathoriiy  of  the  fenate,  and  Ut 
vftcem  for  the  poMoafol  appoinud  by  iu 

[iSj  By  each  of  his  concabines,  the  yoonger 

Gordian  left  three  or  Jour  children,  iii*  literary 

pradaAio«t»  though  leA  nnmenMU,  wctc  bjr  no 
aaeans  conumptibte. 

[19I  Hciodiaa,  L  vii.  p.  S4J.  HijL  AugaHu 
P-  .»44- 

[so]  Q.aod  lamen  p^tres  dam  perienloriun  ex- 
ifiimaat ;  inerM  anuto  lefiSeve  apptobavenM. 

[ai]  Even  the  fervants  of  the  hoafe,  tlie  fcribcs, 
tie.  were  exctodcd,  and  thdr  office  was  filled  bf  the 

fcnators  thnnfelves.  We  are  obliged  to  the  Aa- 
guftine  Hitlory,  p.  1 59,  for  prefenriog  this  cariou 
CMD^  «r  the  dd  dftlpttne  of  Ae  cnuamiwealtb. 

{tt]  This fpirittl  fpeedit  tnaOaud  from  the  Aa- 
gaftan  hiftorian,  p.  i;6,  feems  tranfcribed  bjr  bim 
from  the  original  regillers  of  the  feoaie. 

[13]  Herodian,  I.  vii.  p.  24f. 

[24]  Herodian,  1.  vii.  p.  247.  1.  viii.  p.  377. 
iOft.  Angttft.  p.  I  $6—1 58. 

[2;]  Herodian,  I.  vii.  p.  2;4.  UiSL  Angaft. 
p.  158—160.  We  nay  obferve,  that  one  aMatk 
and  fix  days,  for  the  reign  of  6ofdian,,is  a  jnft  ear- 
fafiioB  of  Cafaobon  aad  FanviDius,  inllead  of  the 
iMbfd  reading  of  one  fear  and  fix  months.  See 
Conmentir.  p.  19$.  TaBmn  relates,  L  i.  p.  17. 
that  the  tv,o  Gordians  perifhed  by  a  tempeft  in  the 
nidft  of  their  navigation.  A  ftrange  ignorance  of 
Ultof  y,  or  a  Iiange  abalis  of  inetapbon  I 

[t6l  Saa  <ba  Aagoftaa  Hiftory,  p.  166,  from 
llie  rcgifiers  of  the  fenate ;  the  date  is  confeJedly 
faulty,  bi|t  the  coincidence  of  the  Apollinariaa 
game*  enables  ai  to  oencft  it. 

lafl  Ha  was  deftanded  from  Cornelius  Balbus, 
a  aobk  Spaniard,  and  the  adopted  fon  of  The- 
Ofbaaes  the  Greek  hiilorian.  Balbaa  obtainfd  the 
fnedom  of  Roma  by  the  ftfoor  of  Pompejr*  and 


prefcrvcJ  it  by  the  eloquence  of  Cicero  (fee  Orat. 
pro  Cornel.  Balbo).  The  friendiliip  of  C«far, 
(to  whom  he  rendered  the  moll  important  fecret  fer- 
viccs  in  the  civil  war)  raifed  him  to  the  confultliip 
and  the  potilicate,  honours  never  yet  poifeflcd  by  a 
flranger.  TIm  nephew  of  this  Balbus  iriamplied 
over  the  Gmnantes.  See  Didioonairede  Bayleaa 
mot  Balhut,  where  he  dtfttDgitiflies  the  feveral  per- 
fotts  of  that  samOt  aad  leAifies,  with  his  ufnal  ac> 
caraqr*  the  milbkcs  of  fbtaer  wrtten  coocerning 

[s9]  Zoit.ir2«,  I.  xii.  p.  6:2,  But  little  depcnd- 
ancc  is  to  be  bad  on  the  authority  of  a  moderate 
Oieebt  fogrelaljr  ignofant  of  the  hiftory  of  the  tMrd 
century,  that  he  creates  feveral  imaginary  capetOffl* 
and  confounds  thofe  who  really  exitled. 

[19]  Herodian.  1.  vii.  p.  fuppote*  that  the 
fenate  w.i5  at  firll  convoked  in  I'le  capltol,  and  is 
very  eloquent  on  the  occaiion.  The  Aogn&aa  UiC 
lory,  p.  1 16,  leema  orach  note  aatheniic. 

[30]  In  Herodian,  I.  vii.  p.  249,  and  in  the  A«> 
guftaa  Hiftory,  we  have  three  feveral  orations  of 
Maximin  to  his  army,  on  the  rebellion  of  Africa  and 
Rome :  M.  de  Tillemont  has  very  jnfiljr  obftmd^ 
that  tbqr  neither  ^ree  with  each  other,  nor  wiA. 
tnub.  H^i^  des  Enpeieara,  loa.  iii.  p.  799. 

[jt]  The  careleflitcrs  of  the  writen  of  tbat  ago 

leaves  ns  ia  a  fiogular  perplexity.  1.  We  know 
that  hlaximas  aad  Balbiaus  were  killed  dnrisg  fht 
capiloUne  Herodian,  1.  vill.  p^  aSj.  The 

authority  of  Cenforlnus  [de  Die  Natali,  c.  18.)  en- 
ables us  to  fix  thofe  games  with  certainty  to  the 
year  S38,  bet  leaves  us  in  ignorance  of  the  aiontb  or 
day.  a.  The  eleftion  of  Gordian  by  the  fenate, 
is  fixt,  with  equal  certainty,  to  the  27th  of  May  ; 
bat  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  difcover,  whether  ic  was  in 
the  Cune  or  the  precediiw  yeax*  TiJlemont  and 
Muratori,  who  raaintala  tte  two  oppofite  opinions, 
bring  into  the  field  adafaltory  troop  uf  .luthorities, 
cofycQuret,  and  probabiBtiea.  The  one  feems  m 
draw  ODt.  the  other  to  contraft  the  feriet  of  events^ 
between  tliofc  periods,  more  than  can  be  well  re- 
conciled to  realon  and  hiftory.  Yet  it  is  neceilarf 
to  ebnfe  between  dien. 

[32]  Vellcius  Patetculus,  1.  ii.  c.  21.    The  pre* 
lident  de  Montcfquicu  (in  bi«  dialogue  beiweeii 
Sylla  and  Eacraies }  expreOiea  the  (entimenu  of  tha 
diiQater,  ia  a  fpiritcd  aad  'area  a  fublime  mano^. 
d  a  [3i]  MttraMii 
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[33]  Moratori  fAnnali  d^Italik,  torn.  u.p.  29 
think*  the  mehingof  the  fnows  foits  better  with  the 
months  of  June  or  July,  than  with  thoTeof  Fcbruar/. 
The  oi&ioa  of  a  nan  who  pafid  bit  life  between 
th?  Alps  and  thr  Ap?nr.:ncs,  u  undoubtedly  of  great 
weight ;  yet  I  obferve,  I.  That  the  long  winter,  of 
which  Muratori  takes  adrantage,  is  to  be  foand 
Qnly  ia  the  Latin  vcrfibn,  and  not  in  the  Greek 
text  oT  Rerofian.  3.  That  the  vicifBtude  of  funi 
and  tz'xBs,  to  which  the  foldien  of  Maximin  were 
expofcd,  (HerodJan.  I.  viii.  p,  377.)  deneiet  the 
/pring  rather  tban  the  ramiMr.  Wc  siafobferve  lUce- 
wifc,  ihat  thcfe  fevcral  llream),  is  they  melted  into 
•ne,  compofed  the  Tiuavut,  ib  poetically  (in  every 
tukU  cftbe  word)  deferibed  by  ViigiL  Tkej  an. 
about  twelve  miles  to  the  eiH  of  Aquileia*  8w 
Cluver.  Italia  Antiqua,  torn.  i.  p.  189,  &c. 

£34]  Herodian,  1.  viii.  p.  The  Celtic  dcil^ 

vat  feppoTed  to  be  Apelln,  and  received  wider  that 
name  the  thanks  of  the  fcnace.  A  temple  was 
likewifie  built  to  \''enut  the  bald,  in  honour  o£  the 
womm  of  Aqnileie,  wbio  bad  tfinn  up  thcit  bair  w 
aika  fopet  Ibv  the  ailitiiy  flofiaei. 

[3(;]  Herodian,  1.  viii.  p.  279.  Hill.  Augull.  p. 
14^  The  duritioo  of  MaxinuD  f  reign  has  not  been 
defined  tRd^aiaeh  iaaeenraejr,  csweptby  Eutropius, 
who  airows  him  three  years  and  a  few  day*  (I.  ix. 
1.)  J  we  may  depend  on  the  integrity  of  the  text,  at 
the  Latin  original  ia  cbacbad  wilhiba.  Geeefc  «eik 
fion  of  Picaniui. 

[j6]  Eight  Ronxan  feet  and  One  third,  which 
makes  above  eight  Englifh,  as  the  two  roearjres  are 
to  each  other  in  the  proportion  of  967  to  loso. 
See  Gream'i  difeoarfe  oa  the  Roman  foot.  Max. 
ioiln  ceald  driak  ii  a  day  an  amphora  (or  about 
fcven  gallons  of  wine)  and  cnt  thirty  or  forty  pounds 
of  meat.  He  could  move  a.  loaded  waggeo,  break 
•  borle'a  leg  witb  Ui  fiff,  cmabla  floMa  ia  bit 
hand,  and  tear  upfmall  trees  bythclWNl,  See  bit 
life  in  the  Aaguflan  Hiftory. 

[38]  See  the  congrainUtory  letter  of  Clandioa 
JaUanus  the  codU,  ia«be  tm^mfomtJM  ibt  A» 

goftan  Hiftory. 

[38]  Hill.  Auguft.  p.  171. 
[39]  Herodian,  1.  viii.  p.  158, 
(40 J  HoodiaD,  1,  viii.  p.  sij. 


[41]  Tlie  oblervation  had  been  madeimprudcntlys 
enough  ia  the  acelanationaoribelhutt,  and  teidC- 
thefoldkn,  itcarried  ibeappaunceor a mmm- 
iafelt.  Hiii  Aagoft.  k<  170^. 

[42]  Dircordta  tadtc  ct  qns  iatcingeteatnr 
potios  quam  viderentur.     Hi/.  Jugujf,  p.  170,. 
.  Tbtt  well  chofen  exprcflioB  it  peobabl/  fiolcB  ftoar 
Abm  batter  wiiicv*. 

r43]  Hcrediav,  1:  viB.  p.  s8^,  sSf. 

•    [44]  Qsia  Boa  aKai  erat  in  pnelenti,  it  the  ex«- 
giBan  ef  die  At^gadaa  lBfloij> 

[45I  Quintui  Curtia*  (1*  X.C.  9.)  payt  an  ele» 
gant  compliment  to  the  emperor  of  the  day,  for 
having,  by  hit  happy  acceCba,  extingoiflied  fo 
many  fire-brands,  fheathed  To  many  fwords,  and* 
pat  aa  end  to  the  evU|  of  a  divided  goverameati 
After  Kwlghiag  witb  aueallaa. every  waid  of  die 

pafTage,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  fuiii  better  with, 
the  elevation  of  Gorvlian,  thaa  with  any  other 
padadefibeRoaMaHiAery.  In  that  ale»  it  aiey 
fiwve  to  dedde  the  age  of  Quintus  Cnrtius.  Thofei. 
who  place  him  under  the  firll  Cxfaxt,  argue  from  the 
purity  of  his  ftyle.  but  are  embarraOed  bjr  tbelilcBce 
of  Qaintilian,  in  bia  aeeaiaie  lift  of  Knnir  Ui^' 
tOfiaaa. 

[46]  Hiii.  Aogufh  p.  i6i.  Fmn  ifome  hint*  ia 
the  two  lettert,  I  fliould  expeA  that  the  eunadia> 
were  not  expelled  the  palace,  without  fome  degree 
of  geatlei^ltace,  aad  that  young  Goixiiao  rather 
approved  or»;thaa  ttNiihaied.l«  tbiirdi%iaeik 

[47]  Daxit  eaomi  filiam  Mifithei.  qaea  caotfii 
eloqamis  digaaa  pareatelaiaa  patavit;  et  pre> 
Maarftniar  iheit  (  pod  qnad*  aoa  pacrile  jam  et 
coatMnj^dUle  fidebttar  isipeiiea* 

[48]  Hift.  Angnil.  p.  162.  Anrelini  ViOon,. 
Pcrphyriaa  ia  ViuPlotia.  ap,  Fabridam  Bibliou 
Orce.  L  In.  c.  )6.  The  philofopherFledantaccom* 

panted  the  army,  prompted  by  the  loveof  haowle^^ 
and  by  the  hope  of  penetrating  as  far  at  India. 

[49]  Abont  twent/.  aiikt  iron  the  little  toara  eC 
CinrfiNn»o»thefiaMiaiefthet««eapiNib 

[$o]  The  iaJbripiioa  (which  coataiaed  a  vary 

fiDgalar  pun)  wat  enued  by  the  order  of  Licinins,- 
who  daiac4  Ibme  di{tec.of  relatioalhip  to  Philip 

(Mia 
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(Hiil  Aiipuft.  p.  i''?.);  but  the /»«•*/«/  or  mound 
of  earth  which  fortncd  the  fepulcbrr,  ftill  fnbftftcdin 
Ae  dflteerjaliu.  See  AtenUn.  MwcelfiB.  KaSi. 

Aoreltai  ViAor.  Eutrop.  ix.  t.  Orolrat, 

JC.  Amiriiiius  Mircdilnu^,  xxiii.  5.  Zofinius, 
1;  i.  p.  19.  Philip,  who  wu  a  aaitve  of  Bo&ra,  wai 
thfHW  AftjT  jem  of  ep* 

[f  2]  Cad  the  epithet  of  drf/htraej  be  applied, 
with  aaj  propffiBqrt.l».lh*ga«aaBnt  of  Algieri  i 
Emtj  mUilaqr  gaveranwat  lotfi  hetwtcn  the  ec- 
tRBttof  Kbfiiltte  OMBiichjr  aad  wild  dtMcitcf* 

fjjj  The  mjlitaty  rf  public  of  M;malukr$  in 
Bcjrptf  wonld  hare  sfibf dcd  M.  de  Mooteft^uieu  i(u 
Coofidentiou  far  b  Gfaadeor  ct  1*  Decadence  dei 
Roo!aim»  c  if •)-  •  jvtt"  Md  sore  oofak  fwaOel. 

[54]  The  Aegotan  Hil^ory  (p.  16 r,  i6(.)  carr- 
not,  in  ihii  inSaace,  be  rcconci'ed  with  itfclf  or  with 
probability.  How  could  Philip  conderon  hi»  pre- 
deceflATf  and  jret  confe^nte  bit  stenory  ?  How 
COnU  he  order  hli  pablic  ezecation,  and  yet,  iv 
Mfl  ktten  to  the  fenate,  excolpate  bimfclf  from  the 
guile  of  hi*  death  ?  Philipt  thongh  an  anbitioaa 
arnrpcr*  wae  by.  ae  aMnae  a  aad  tjrnuM.  Soaaa 
duoBologica]  diff  cnldee  haw  UkuAk  been  dif- 


[l]  A  N  ancient  chionologirt  qooted  by  Velleius 
S\  Paterculus  (i.  i  c.  6.)  obfcrvei,  that  the 
Aflyriant,  the  Medes,  the  Perfiani,  and  the  Maee- 
donians,  reigned  over  Afia  one  thonCuid  nine 
hundred  and  oiuety-ivc  yeari,  from  the  acceffion  of 
Ninu»  to  the  defeat  of  Antiochui  by  the  Roman*. 
At  the  letter  of  tliefe  great  evesti  happened  189 
jtMn  before  ChrM'^  the  Ibmcr  may  be  placed 
3184  years  before  the6me  Km.  The  Agronomical 
obfertratioDt,  foundat  Bibyloa  by  Alexaaderj  went 
iift^yeara  higher. 

[si  In  die  five  hoadred  and  thlMjMgbdijmr  of 

the  xra  of  Seleucui.  See  Agathtaa,  I.-  ii,  p^  61. 
This  great  event  (fuch  i*  the  carclcirnefa  of  the  OlS- 
antalt)  i*  placed  by  Eatychius,  at  high  aathe  tenth 
jfW  of  Commodus,  and  by  Mofel  of  CboiCMb  M 
tow  at  the  rcigp  of  Philip.  AraUaaa  MaMriOaaa 
tM  f»  ftmMj  fiofkd  ^am»  tf.)  Miaacini  Mi- 


cnvrnd  hy  ihc  n'ce  eyes  of  Tillemnnt  and  Mjratort> 
in  thit  I'uppofvd  aiToci^tion  ol  i'hi'ip  to  the  empire. 

(Sj]  The  account  of  the  laft  fuppofed  celebra- 
tion* though  in  an  enlightened  prriod  of  hiflory, 
wtt  fo  very  doubtful  and  obfcure,  that  the  alterna- 
tive ftemt  not  doabtfal*  When  the  popiOi  jabi leea, 
the  copy  of  the  fccular  game*,  were  invented  by 
Boniface  VUI,  the  crafty  pope  pretended,  that  he 
only  revived  an  ancient  inflftatiOtt.  -  Se«  II*  to 
Chais  Lettrea  fur  les  Jobili-i. 

[{6]  Either  of  a  hundred,  ora  hundred  4tnd  tea 
year*.  Vnrro  nnd  Li vy  adopted  the  fbrmcr  Ofdnioa, 

but  the  Infallible  authority  of  the  Sybil  confecrated 
tJie  latter  (Cenforinui  dc  Die  Natal,  c.  17.).  The 
emperors  Claudiai  and  Philip,  however*  did  not 
treat  the  oracle  with  implicit  refpe^l. 

[5  7]  The  idea  of  thc  fecnlar  game*  ia  beft  under* 
ftood  from  the  p^eai  of  Hbnee,  aad  tho  deferipdoa 

of  Zofimui,  1.  ii.  p.  167,  Hcc. 

[{8]  The  rccwved  calcniattoa  of  Varro,  afigat  • 
te  the  fenndaiion  of  Rome,  an  Bra  that  oorrefponde ' 
with  the  754th  >car  before  Chrift.    But  fo  little  ij 
the  chronology  of  Kome  to  be  depended  on,  ia  the 
■ore  curly  i^gee»  that  Sir  lAac  Nawtoa  bee  bro^gbl 
the  faMavciitai  loar  aa  the  year  days 


CHAPTER. 

terial;,  which  are  indeed  very  good,  that  he  de- 
fcribct  the  family  of  the  Arfacidea,  aa  ftill  feated 
«B  the  Fhrfiaa  tbionaria  tha  aiiddlh  ofidia  Ibonh 

CB8lVff]r» 

[3]  The  tMBer*a-BaBM  «•«  Bibce  1  the  foldier't, 
Saflin :  from  the  former  Artueixei  obCuned  the  fur- 
name  of  Babegan  ;  from  the  latter  allbudaftmdi* 
antl  have  been  (lylcd  Sajfamdii. 

[4]  D'Hetbelot.  BibliothequeOricntale.  JrdPtr. 

[0  Dion  Oaflioi4 1.  1jixx<  Hirodian,  1.  vi  p.  aoy. 
AMIpbar^uaByMft.  fvlKi 

[6]  See  Mufti  CbeiaaiBi»  I.  g  e>  65-71. 

[~]  Hyde  and  Pridcaux,  woriting  up  the  Per. 
fian  Icgcada  aad«hcir  owa  coajedataa  into  a  vaif  ' 
igtceabb  tey,  rapaftat  ZoiMflir  aa  a  coa- 
mffnqrofDuioaKyBalfpk  Bai-it  fa*  fiiffdenx 
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NOTES  ON  THE  EIGHTH  CHAPTER. 


to  ohCerve,  &-H  the  deck  writtn,  who  ViveA  almoft 
in  the  fune  age,  agree  in  plicing  the  xra  of  Znro- 
•fltraumy  haadrcd,  or  evm  thpaCiod  year*  before 
their  own  time.  The  judiciouj  criticifm  of  Mr. 
Moylc  perceived,  and  maiaiaiced  agaLoA  hit  undf 
Dr.  PridMwr,  the  antiqoitjr  cf  tke  Petfin  prophet. 
6ee  hia  work,  vol.  ii. 

f8]  That  ancient  iA'om  wai  called  tke  ZtiiJ. 
The  language  of  ;he  commentary,  the  PeWvI,  tllOtigli 
much  more  modern,  has  ceafeJ  many  ages  ago  to  be 
a  living  tongue.  This  fa£t  elooe  ^if  it  wat  received 
as  authentic)  fofficicntly  wamatt  the  antiquity  of 
thofe  writings,  which  M.  d'Anqiietil  has  bfOagllt 
into  Europe,  and  tranflated  into  French. 

[9]  Hj'dcdeReligione  veteiutii  Pcrfarum,  c.  :i. 

[10]  I  have  principally  drawn  this  accocnt  from 
tlie  ZendaveOa  of  M.  d  Anqnttil,  and  the  Sadder, 
fubjoined  to  Dr.  Hyde's  trtiajf-  !c  mull,  however* 
beconfeiTcd,  that  the  ftuUitd  ol.icu:uy  of  a  prophet* 
dM  figwativc  llyle  of  the  eall.  and  the  deceitful 
medium  of  a  Preach  or  Latin  verfion,  may  have 
betrayed  ut  into  error  and  facrefy,  ia  ihia  ibridg- 
jMBt  of  PwfiiB  theology. 

[11]  The  modern  Perfces  (and  in  fome  degrae 
the  Sadder)  exalt  OmufJ  into  the  firil  and  omni- 
potent caufe,  wWlft  they  I'.r^r.ide  Akriman  into  an 
inferior  but  rebellious  fpirit.  Their  dcfirc  of  p!cif- 
ing  the  Mahometani  nuy  haveconuibuud  to  re6ne 
tbdr  dieelopcal  fyAcob 

[1 2]  Herodotui,  1.  i.  c.  But  Dr.  Prideanz 
thinks  with  reafon,  that  the  ufe  of  temple*  wat 
afterwards  permitted  in  the  Magian  religion. 

[i  j]  Hyde  de  Reli^.  Perf.  c.  8.  Notwidtftand- 
ing  all  their  diftinftions  and  protcflations,  which 
jeem  fineeie  enough,  their  t/rants  ihc  Mahometani, 
liava  eoallantly  Jl^atifed  thcBf  a«  idolatnaa  wer- 
Jhippcit  of  ti»  fire. 

[14]  See  the  Sadder,  the  fmalled  part  of  which 
QMlfiftt  of  BOrtl  prtcepti.  The  ceremonies  en- 
joined ai«infiaiie  nM  trifling.  Fifteen  gcnuflcx- 
ions,  prayen,  dtc  were  lefaired  whenever  the  de> 
Toat  Perfian  cut  hi*  neib  or  oiad^  water  }  or  ofiea 
at  be  put  ott  the  &crad  ^lo.  •  Mder  Art. 
14.  50.  6o. 

[ij]  Zendaveila,  torn.  i.  p.  zz^,  and.Precii  du 
SyAeoM  de  Zoroallie,  ton  iti. 


[t6]  Hyde  da  RcUgtone  PerCiruoi,  c  19. 

[1-]  Id.  C.  *8.  Both  Hyde  and  Prideaux  affeft 
to  apply  to  the  Magian,  the  term*  conl'ectaicd  to 
the  ChriSian  hierarchy. 

[ifi]  Aninlan.  Marcelfin,  v3SL  6,  He  infetas 

us  (as  far  as  wc  rr.i\  credit  him)  of  CWOcariojs  par- 
ticulars ;  I.  ihu(  the  Magi  derived  (bme  of  their 
noA  fecret  doArines  (foen  the  Indirn  Brachmans  ; 
and,  2.  that  they  were  a  tr&e  or  family,  ai  we}!  as 

order. 

[iq]  The  diune  inlntution  of  tythca  exhibits  a 
fingular  inftance  of  conformity  betwei  n  the  law  of 
Zoroafterand  that  of  Moks.  Thofe  who  cannot 
etherwifeacconntlbrit,  may  fuppofe,  if  they  pleale, 

tlui  :!ie  Magi  of  the  latter  tinicj  inr;r:t:d  fo  Lfcful 
an  interpolation  into  the  writings  ot  their  proflict. 

[20]  Sadder,  Art.  8. 

£21]  Plato  in  Alcibiad. 

[ji]  Plino  fllift.  Natur.  1.  XXX.  c.  I.)  obferve% 
that  magic  held  mankind  by  the  triple  chain  of  te> 
Ugioo,  of  phyfi«k  endof  alraaoBf. 

» 

[15]  Agathias,  1.  iv.  p.  134. 

(14]  Mr.  Home,  in  the  Natural  HiAery  of  Ra- 

lij-ion,  fagacioufly  remarks,  that  the  moft  refined 
and  phiiofophic  (eiis  are  conftaotly  the  moft  ta> 
tolerant. 

[sj]  Ckero  de  Legtbus,  ii.  10.  Xerxes,  by  the 
•dviee  of  Ae        deftroiycd  the  templet  of  Greece. 

[a6]  Hyde  de  Rel.  Perfar.  c.  25.  24.  D'Her- 
'  lielot  ffibUedlGque  Orientale  Ztrdmjbt.    Life  of 
Zoroator  in  loaa.  ii.  of  tiw  Zeadsvela. 

fay]  Compare  Mofes  of  Chorene,  I.  ii.  c.  74. 
wi:h  Amraian.  Marcellin.  xxiii.  6.   Hereafter  1 

Jlull  make  ufe  of  ihcfe  pafiages. 

[18]  Rabbi  Abraham  in  the  Tarikh  SLhickard. 

[ap]  Babage  Uiiloire  dei  Juifs,  J.  viiu  c  y 
Soeomek,  U  ti.  e.  1.  Maaaa,  whofitibtd  an  %wnm> 
niou )  death,  may  be  deemed  a  Magian*  ea  wdl  aa  « 

ChnlUan  heretic 

[jo]  Hyde  de  Religione  Perfar.  c.  2 1. 

X3O  Thefe 


NOTES  ON  THE  E 

fjt]  Theft  colonlet  were  extremeljr  numeroos. 
Seleucu)  Nicat^r  founded  chirty-nine  cities,  all 
naned  from  himfcif,  or  fome  of  bit  relatiow  {tee 
Applu  in  Syriac,  p.  1 14.)*  The  ten  of  Sekacnt 
(ftill  in  \)Cc  among  iheEaAern  Chriflians)  appears  at 
Ute  u  the  year  $08,  of  Chrift  196,  on  the  medal* 
•r  tbe  Greek  dtiet  witbia  dm  Pirtblu 
See  Moyle's  works,  vol.  i  p.  27^,  fee*  ud  III* 
froret.  Mem.      rAcadcmic,  torn.  xix. 

[ja]  T^t  modern  Pcriiaos  diainguiOi  that  period 
w  tbe  dyuftjr  of  tbe  larngt  of  die  nadoM.  See 
rtta.Ilift.Nat.vuss. 

[jj]  Eutychius  (torn.  J,  p,  ^^7,  371.  375.)  re- 
late! the  fiege  of  the  tiland  of  Me&ne  in  the  Tigria, 
with  ibae  drcnaftaBCct  not  nalUce  tbe  leij  of 
NifiM  aod  SqrUa. 

[34]  Agathias,  5i.  164.  The  princes  of  S«- 
geilan  defended  their  independence  for  many  yean. 
Ai  romaaeei  graerally  tnalport  to  aa  aacieat  pe> 
riod  the  events  of  their  own  time,  it  is  not  impof- 
Able,  that  the  fabuloui  exploits  of  Railan  prince  of 
SefdUa  aaj  baw  been  gnAedoa  tUa  wal  bifloiy* 

[3$]  Cbardin*  toa.  iS.  c.  i»  f*  j. 

[36]  IMon,  Lxxviii.  p.  I5)S* 

f^7]  For  the  prccife  fituation  of  Babylon,  Sc> 
lecci?,  Cte!iphon,  Modain,  and  Bagd.id,  cities  ofteti 
confounded  with  each  other  i  fee  an  excellent  Geo- 
graphical Ttaa  ofM  Daavilk,  ia  Men.  del'Aea. 
demie,  torn.  xxx. 

[38]  Tacit.  Anaal.  jii.  42.  Plia.  UiA.  Nau 

[39]  TUt  my  be  inferred  {torn  Strabo,  1.  xvi. 
^  743' 

[4c]  That  moft  curtoas  traveller  Bernier  (At 
Hill,  de  Voyagei.  torn,  x.)  who  followed  the'canp 
•f  Aurengzebc  from  Dehli  to  Cafl)nir,de(cribe*  wt^ 
great  accuracy  th.u  immciifc  moving  ciiy.  'I  he 
gaaid  of  cavalry  conltiled  of  3$,oco  ncn,  that  of 
iafiuutyof  to,ooQ.  h  watconpaied  that  tb*  camp 
COataiaed  i^o.ooo  horfes,  nnlci,  and  elephants  ; 
50*000  cameb,  50>coo  oxen,  and  between  joo.oco 
and  400,000 peribo*.  Almoll  all  Behli  followed  the 
court,  wbofe  magnificence  fapported  it*  indeftry. 

[41]  Dion,  1.  hxi.  p.  1 178,  Hid.  Aoguft  p  3?. 
EaUofk.  viii.  10.  £.uftb,  in  Chronic  Quadiatua 


IGHTH  CHAPTER.  xul 

(qooted  in  ihe  Augadan  Hiilorv )  attempted  to  vin- 
dicate the  Romans,  by  alleging,  that  tbecitiMllS 
of  Scleucia  had  £rll  violated  th.ir  faith. 

[42]  Dion,  1.  Ixxv.  p.  1263.  HenidiaBt  1.  liL 

p.  120.    Hid.  Auguft  p.  70. 

[43]  The  polifhed  citizens  of  Aniioch,  called 
tbole  of  EdeJa,  mixed  barbarians.  It  was,  however,  * 
fome  praife,  that  of  the  three  dialc^ls  of  liic  Syriac, 
the  pureft  and  moll  elegant  (the  Arama.aa)  was 
fpoke  at  EdeiTa.  This  remark  M.  Bayer  (Hill. 
EdeSu  p.  J.)  baa  borrowed  ftom  Gcorgo  of  Ma* 
latia  a  Syrian  Writer. 

[4 1]  Dion,  1  Ixxv.  p.  1 248, 1 249, 1 2 jo.  M.  Bayer 
kasaii^^eaiedto  aft  tbia  inoft  iaipoitant  paUf*. 

[4S]  Tbb  biosdon.  ftoai  Ofrbece,  wbo  giva  • 
aawname  to  the  country,  to  the  laft  Abgarus,  had 
laied  3;3  years.  See  the  learned  work  of  M> 
Bayer,  Hillotia  Ofrboeaa  at  Bdefleaa* 

[46]  Xeoophon,  in  tbe  preface  totbe  Cyrapadit, 

giv  es  a  clear  and  magnificent  idea  of  the  extent  of 
the  empire  of  Cyrus.  Herodotus  (1.  iii.  c.  /  j.&c.) 
eaten  iato  a  curious  snd  particular  dcfcrif  tion  of 
the  twenty  great  Sttrti/its  iato  which  the  Perliai» 
empire  was  divided  by  Dariai  Hyilafpcs. 

[47]  Hcrodiao,  vl.  209.  ztz. 

[4S]  There  were  two  hundred  fcythed  chariot* 
at  tbe  battle  of  Arbela,  ia  the  hoS  of  Dana*.  In 

the  vafl  army  of  r)';ranes,  which  was  vanquillici  by 
J.ucuKui,  fct  ciHccn  ihoufand  horle  only  were  com- 
pletely armed.  Antiochus  brought  fifty-four  ,ele» 
phants  into  the  field  againft  tbe  Romans:  by  his 
frequent  wars  and  negociationa  with  the  princes  of 
India,  he  had  or.ce  collciled  an  hundred  and  filr,  of 
thofe  great  animals ;  but  it  may  be  gucIUoaed^ 
wbctber  tbe  matt  powerfol  immkA  of  ifindofia« 
ever  formed  a  liaa  of  battle  of  ftvea  Jwadad 

elephants. 

[49]  Hill  Auguft.  p.  133. 

£5 1]  M.  de  Tillemoot  bai  already  obferved,  tba^ 
Hbrodiao's  geography  it  ftfwwhat  COttfafid. 

• 

{$:"]  MoreiorChorene(Hift.  Araen.1.  ii.  c.  71.) 
illu:ir.i:c5  this  invafion  of  Media,  by  aflertiag.'thak 
Chofroci,  icing  of  Ara»eaiat  debated  Artaxerxei, 
and  purfued  bim.  10  tbc  conian  of  India.  The 
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NOTES  ON  THE  NINTH  CRAPTEIU 


Vjr^Mta  flf  Chdfiaet  Inwt  btm  Bagnified ;  nd  1m 
«6cd  ii  adepM4catalf]r  M  dMlLoaMai* 

For  the  accoont  of  thii  wir,  fee  Herodian, 
•I.  vu  p.  S09-  ais.  Tke  old«bbicvutoraaiid  modera 
eoapilm  hmt  bibdfy  MlsiMd  ibe  A^gatei 

[53]  Eutychiai,  tom.  ii.  p.  iSo,  vcrT.  Pocock. 
The  great  Chofroes  Noafhirwan  fent  the  Code  of 
AituwRM  toall  Ua  Sampi,  as  ike  iaMulAlt  nl» 
«fllMr€oiida6L 

[S4l  D'Herbelot  BibHoth^que  Orieoule,  an 
mot  Arifirir,  We  may  obfcrve,  that  alter  an 
■ancient  period  of  fables,  and  a  long  intcrfal  flf 
dariuMft.  clw  aadam  kUboiic*  «f  Pirfia  Imcw  «• 


alin»a«ilrflf  fmdiwldi  dwd/mtf  of 


"  5]  Herodkn,  1.  vi.  p.  » 1  <  •  Amtniano»  Mir- 
cellinact  LuULcd.  Some  diderence*  aa/  be 
«bAtfcd  batvacB  A*  (imi  MIoriaM*  dw  attvil 
tSt&t  of  ttochanaa  ffodaead  bp  a  ceBtorp  and 

a  half. 

6J  The  Perfiani  aregftill  the  nofi  (kilfui  horie- 
and  thdr  hsrfia  dtf  iMi  ia  ihe  Bab 

r$7]  Finai  Hcradotaa,  XeaophiM,  Herodaa* 

Ammianus,  Chardin,  &c.  I  haire  excraQed  fnch 
frclahii  accoaau  of  the  PerlUa  Dobilitft  as  fiaem 
•itber  commoo  to  cvarf  at%<sf  paoiMlar.lo  that  af 
tha  Sadawdn. 


J90TES  ON  TH£  NJMTH  CUAPTEJL 


•ji"]  ^Tp  H  E  modern  philotbphen  of  Sweden  feem 
X  agreed  that  the  waters  of  the  BalUc 
giadoallf  dak  in  a  regular  proportion,  whick  they 
have  ventured  to  eftimate  at  half  aa  inch  tnrf 
year.  Twenty  centuries  ago,  the  flat  country  of 
Scandinavia  muft  have  been  covered  by  the  fea  ; 
wbile  ike  high  ianda  rofeabote  the  waters,  as  lb 
fliaap  illaa£  of  variena  fimae  and  dintnCon*. 
Soch  indeed  is  the  notion  given  by  Mela,  I'Hny, 
and  Tacuns,  of  the  vaft  countries  round  the  Baidc. 
8atb  ike  Bibliotkcqoe  Raiibnnce,  com.  xl  and  xll^ 
B  large  abflraft  of  Dalin's  HiRorj  <rf  SwcdeSt  COS- 
pofed  in  the  Swcdifh  language. 

[i\  In  parlicoUr,  Mr.  Hume,  the  Abbe  du  Soa» 
«Bd  kf.  Pdlwlifft  Jaift*  daaCalw,  MOki. 

[3]  Diodorai  ncdw»I.  p-  349-  WeHel. 
Herodian,  I.  vi.  p  ati.  JocnaBdct,  c.  {{.  On 
|h«  banks  of  the  Danube,  the  wine,  when  brenght 
to  table,  was  frequently  frozen  into  great  lumps, 
/rmfim  wW.  Ovid  Epitl.  ex  Ponto,  1.  iv.  7.  9.  10. 
VifgU  GcMgie.  !•  fii*  3f  f •  The  h&  U  oonfirmad 
hy  a  foldierand  a  philofophcr,  who  hid  experienced 
the  inteofe  cold  of  Thrace.  See  Xeuophon,  Aaa- 
>aCi.  L  fii.  pb  s^fldit.  BBtddnfea.' 


[4]  BuSbn  IQdMitt  Macaiellc^  too.  lak.  f. 

79.  116. 

[s]  Cxiar  de  Bell.  Gallic,  vi.  z\,  kc.  The 
■fltoil  iaqaiMve  nf  ^•Germans  were  ignorant  Of 

its  otmofl  limit!,  although  fome  of  themhadUl^ 
-veiled  in  it  more  than  fixty  days  journey. 

£6]  Cluveriui  (Gennaaia  Antiqaa,  I.  iii.  c.  47.) 
iaveOigates  the  fmalland  (camnd  ttmim  9ttm 
iiefqraiaa  Vood. 

(7]  CkaifMcisHiflidivda  Canada. 

[8]  Olaus  Rudtxck  allerts  that  the  Swcdifh  wo. 
men  often  bear  ten  or  twelve  children,  and  not  ua- 
conaonly  twenty  or  thirty ;  bat  the  aaikority  of 
Rndbeek  ii  ttach  M  be  fafpeOed. 

[9]  Inhos  artai,  in  h-rc  corpora,  que  tntnmoii^ 
cxcicftnBt.  Tacit.  Germania,  j.  ao.  Clnfatt 
U  i>  c.  14. 

(10]  naurch.  in  Mario.  The  Cinbri,  bf  my  «f 
amafeaeat,  often  Aid  dmra  ■MHUNtfaM  of  fiiear  «a 
(kcir  biMd  flueldii 

Iii]Tka 
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Thf  Renuoi  nude  w»r  in  all  clioMa, 
aad'l^  their  ezcellent  difc^iae  tMte  ia  a  gieat 

tneafure  prcferved  in  health  and  vigrur.  It  may 
be  remarked,  that  man  ia  the  only  anioiai  which 
can  five  and  multiply  in  every  cemay  fren  the 

equator  to  the  poles.  The  hog  kems  to  appraech 
the  neareft  to  our  fpccies  in  that  privilege. 

[ii]  Tacu.  German,  c.  3.    Tbe  emigration  of 
the  Gauls  followed  the  coerfe  of  the  Danube,  ar.J 
difduufcd  itfeif  on  Gieeoe  and  Afia. 
coald  difceveT'esIf  one  Inconfiderable  tribe  that 
letaised  any  cncea  efa  Gallic  Ofigin. 

[ij]  According  10  Dr.  Kcatinjr,  (Hiflory  of 
Ifclaad.  p.  13,  i^)  the  giant  Partholanvt,  who 
was  tbe  fon  of  Seara.  tbe  fim  of  Efra,  fiia  of 
Sm,  the  fon  of  Framant,  the  fon  of  Fathaclm.  the 
fon  of  Magog,  the  fon  of  Japhet,  the  fon  of  Noah, 
landed  on  the  coaA  of  Munfter,  the  14th  day  of 
May,  ia  tbe  year  of  the  world  ooe  thoufaad  nine 
hnadredaild  feventy-eight.  Thoogh  he  fucceeded 
in  his  great  enterprife,  the  loofe  behaviour  of  hit 
wife  rendered  hit  doncUic  life  very  unhappy,  asd 
pfDvoked  bin  ce  fucb  a  degree^  diet  be  knicd— 
her  favourite  greyhound.  This,  as  the  learned 
hidorian  very  properly  obfervei,  was  the  jSr^ 
iaSance  of  female  filfdMad  aad  iaiddity  ever 
known  in  Ireland. 

[14]  Genealogical  Hiflory  of  tbe  .Taittn  by 
Abnigbasi  Bahadur  Khan. 

[1;]  Hit  work,  eaiitled  Atbatiea,  ia  ancom. 

mod)'  fcarcc.  Gayle  hat  given  two  mod  curioua 
excra£U  frooa  it.  Republiqee  det  Lcitres  Janvier 
ec  Fenicr,  i6Ss. 

[16]  Tacit.  Germ.  ii.  19.  Literarnm  fecreta 
viti  pariter  ac  faeniac  ignoraat.  We  may  reft 
coatenied  widi  tbU  dedfive  aatbority,  without 
CnMttng  itito  the  obfcure  difputcs  concerning  the 
aadqeity  of  tbe  Runic  charadlers.  The  learned 
Celiea,  a  Swede,  a  febolar,  aad  a  pUtolbpher, 
was  of  opinion,  that  they  were  nothing  more  than 
the  Roman  letters,  with  the  curves  changed  into 
firnt  lines  for  the  eafe  of  engraving.  See  Pel- 
loutier,  Hiftoire  des  Celts,  1.  ii.  c.  11.  DiAionaire 
Diplomatique,  tom.  i.  p.  ^13.  We  may  add,  that 
tbe  oldeft  Runic  infcriptions  are  fappofed  to  be  of  the 
tbitd  ccattuy,  and  the  moil  aacteat  writer  who  men- 
tioBt  tbe  Raide  cbarafiera,  it  Veaaadai  Forteaaten 
(Carm.  vii.  iS.)  wboUved  toward*  die  end  of  die  fixdi 

century. 

Barbara  fftidacu  piagitar  Rea*  labdlit. 

Vol.  I, 


[■7]  Recherchei  Philofophiqufs  fur  Ifs  Amcn- 
cains,  tom.  iiL  p.  aaf.    The  author  of  that  very  . 
carious  work  it,  if  I  aai  not  atiliaibraied,  a  Geraua 

by  birth. 

(18]  Tbe  Akxandrian  Geographer  ia  often  cri- 
ddfed  by  tbe  nccaiaie  aaverin. 

[19]  S«e  C«far,«ad  dwkaiBad  Mr.  Wbiukcr' 
u  his  Hiftofy  of  Manchafar,  vol  i. 

[70]  Tadt.  Germ,  t  j. 

[it]  When  the  Germans  commanded  the  Ubit 
of  Cologne  to  caft  off  the  Roman  yoke,  and  with 
their  new  (teedoai  to  lefeme  dwir  ancient  ■annert, . 
they  infifled  on  the  immedi.ite  demolition  of  the 
walls  of  the  colony.  Poftulamui  a  vobis,  noros 
*'  colooix,  muuimeota  (ervidi  ifttfabldt  j  arf^n 
"  fera  animalia,  fi  claufa  teneat,  Tirtaii*  obtiviiV 
"  cuntur."    Tacit.  Hill.  iv.  64. 

[Ja]  The  ftraggling  villages  of  Sileiia  are  feveral 
ailet  in  length;  See  Qavcr.  I.  L  e.  1  j. 

[23]  One  hur.drcd  and  forty  years  after  Tacitus 
a  few  more  regular  ftruAurea  were  creded  near  the 
Rhine  aad  Daaabe. 

[e4]  Tacit.  Germ.  ly. 

{ssl  Tadc  Gerai.  f, 

[a6]  Cdkr  de  Bdl.  Gall.  vi.  si. 

[ay]  Tadi;  Qtmlvk  CuAt,  H  ta. 

[29I  It  is  faid  t>i3t  the  Mexicans  and  Pcruvlani, 
without  the  nfe  of  either  money  or  iron  had  made 
a  very  gicat  ^rotiAft  the  aiti.  Theft  irfT.  and 
the  monuments  they  produced,  have  been  flrargrly 
magnified.  See  Recherche*  fur  lea  Americaiat, 
inB.IL:p.  153^  Mi  ^         J  ■ 

(SP^  TadttGerakifr  '  • 

[31]  U.  as.  S3. 

[ji]  Id.  14.  The  G  crmans  might  borrow  the 
mftt  of  play  from  the  Romans,  but  the  /«JitM  it 
waodeilvlly  iabeieat  to  the  fcaaiaa  ^Mn, 

•  (53]  Tadt.  Gena.  14.  * 

[34]  Flataidi.  ia'Cuu|lo^  T*  Lie.  v.  33. 

[3S]  Dubos.  Hift.deb  HooaKhienaafolAb 

n.  i.  p.  193. 

I36]  The 
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[36]  The  Helretlan  nation  which  ilTued  from 
the  country  called  Switzerland,  eotitained,  of  every 
a?-  i-.'l  fe>-',  "-,6i'',"co  pcrfom  (CaTir  de  Bell. 
Call.  i.  29.}.  Ac  prefenc,  the  number  of  people 
ta  the  Pays  de  Vand  (a  finaJl  dtftrid  on  die  bialn 
Cf  the  I.cmrai  L.ike,  much  n-.orc  cillingulfhej  for 
poUtCBefi  than  for  indatlry)  amounts  to  1 12,591. 
Sm  as  eKedleat  TiMt  «r  lit.  limet^  ia  die  M> 
dc  la  SocUkk  da  Beitae. 

[$7]  P*''^  Diaconus,  c.  i,  t,  3.  MacUlavd, 
DavUa,  and  the  reft  of  Paul's  follower",  reprcfent 
thcfe  ccnigratioQS  too  much  as  regolar  and  con- 
certed mcafaro* 

[3g]  Sir  WiUiaoi  Tenpta  tad  Mmttf^  Inw* 
indulged,  on  tfab  Mj/tBt,  At  atel  IhvBntft  of 

tbcir  fancy. 

Machiavel  HiSL  di  Fireoxe*  L  i.  Muiaaa 
V.  c.  I. 

[4cl  RobaKfoii't  Charlei  V.  Omtft  PoUHoi 
SIEqrI.' 

[41]  Tactt.  C  n;.  |(,45^  Frenlhetnius  (who 
dedicated  his  fupplcmcot  to  Livy»  to  Cbrifiina  of 
Sweden)  thiaka  praptr  tt  f»f  liagry  *tili  tlie 
Roman  who  expreflcd  St  Itttf  lllte  lAMbda  ft* 

Konhcrn  quceni. 

£42]  Majr.  w«  aot  that.  ftpriAMoa  irta 

the  parent  of  defpotifm  }  The  derceadaati  of  Odia 

(whofe  race  was  not  extinil  nil  the  year  1060)  arc 
faid  to  hare  reigned  in  Sweden  aboir*  a  thoutaod 
year*.  TheteiM^«fUplalw»thealideat6Bt«f 
religion  and  empire.  In  the  year  1153  I  find  a 
fiogular  law  prohibiting  the  u(e  and  poiTeHion  of 
arms  to  any,  except  the  king's  guards,  ia  il  aot 
probable  that  it  was  coloared  by  the  pretence  o£ 
reviving  an  old  inflitatioB  t  See  Dalin's  Hiftor/ 
of  Sweden  in  die  BiUimUqat  fUUbnttav  (Mb. 
xl.  and  xiv. 

{43]  Tjcit.  Germ.  e.  4;- 

[44]  Id.  C.  11,  IS,  I4»Ie6. 

[4$3  Croiia*  diaacc*  aa  mifnOan  of  Tacitoit 
prntmBmimr  iaw-  frmtnOmittirk  The  eorreOioa 
is  eqarily  juft  and  bseaioirt^ 

feVen  in  mr  aAcfent  pirli^eat,  the  barons 
afita  carried  a  qiieHioBa  aot  ib  madi  b/  the 


ntunfeer  «f  vbcei  ai  By  tlutt  of  their  aiAed  lot' 

[ .  7]  Cxfar  de  Bell,  dall  tI.  a 

[48I  Miaaoat  coatrovcrAu*  ia  a  Vfeij  Khppf 

exprelEoa  of  Cdiw*e. 

[49]  ]tq*Ct  aa  aellBhin  dicet  te  virtate 
fuiaot.  Tacit.GcMi.jf. 

(50]  dam.  GcfBi  Aiu-l*  i.  c.  38, 

'         C«lar»Tt*-3S.  Tadt.  Gana.  8& 

[fa]  Tadt.  Gena.  y. 

[5$]  M'  »3.  If- 

[54"!  Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xrx.  c.  3.  The  bril- 
Irani  imagtnadoyi  of  Montefqaiea  is  cotre^ed,. 
however,  by  the  dty  ooU  reaibo  of  the  Abbi  de 
Miblf.  OMbMritfaa  fitf  I'tttARo  U  Frasee, 
Mfll.  i.  ^  js^ 

<;]  Gaudent  mtineribas,  fed  nee  data  InpataaV 
ncc  acceptii  obiigaatnr.    Tacit.  G«rm.  c  at. 

[j6]  The  aduherefs  wu  whipped  throagh  the- 
vin^.  Neiilier  wealth  adr  lieanty  coald  inlpira 
coBpaSoB*  or  procaie  her  a  ftcoad  hnlbaod,  ifi.  I9> 

[57]  Ovid  employ*  two  hundred  liaes  in  tKft 
refeaich  of  places  the  moil  favoarable  to  IbvR. 
Abote  lit  he  djhfi9ei^th«tleatib  at  thif  bMad^Md 

to  co!lc:(fl  the  beauties  of  Rome,,  asd  t^iollt  Acil'- 
into  tcndernefs  and  fenfoality. 

[j8]  Tacit.  Htft.  iv.  61.  65.  -J 

[j9]  The  marriage  preftnt  was  a  yoke  of  oxeo, 
hoifes,  and  arms.  See  Germ.  c.  iS.  Tacitus  u 
IbdMwhat  loo  lArfd  oa  the  Cilgca. 

Th«e1faBt«ofM(^iuo4M|tor»UoBMiAs 
t«edk*t  cerreftioB. 

[61]  Tacit.  Germ.  c.  7.  Plutarch  in  Mario. 
Before  the  wives  of  the  Teutoncs  deltroyed  them- 
Mves  aad  Aeir  children,  tbejr  had  efiaad  l»  fisp* 
reiKkT,  on  condition  that  they  (hoOMIw  ICftlNd 
as  the  flares  of  the  vcflai  virgin*. 

[62]  Tacitus  has  employed  a  few  lines,  aad: 
Cluverins  one  hundred  and  twenty- four  page*,  oa 
this  obfcore  lalij^  The  fonaerdifcowcta  in  Ger- 

aiaaft 
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iJBUWy  U^e  gQ4<9rQr^ecc  aod  Rome.    The  lauer 
,Mfo|iUV«f  fk^U  wiet  ttie  enblcipt  of  the  fun,  t^e 
■Mt»*  tad  {J)e£re»  U«  fiopa  MWfAiia  wocflMpped 
die  Trinity  in  anity. 

[63]  The  facred  wood,  defcribcd  with  fuch  fub> 
fime  horror  by  Lacan,  wu  in  the  neighbonrhood  of 
MtHcitte*:  bat  there  were  maajr  of  tlie  fame  kind 
in  Gennany.  ^  , 

[64]  Tack^  Gmula,  c.  7. 

I6j)  Id.  c.  40. 

only  the  keads  of  wild  bcaiU* 

Annal.  xiii.  57. 

(69]  Cji6r,Dindflfi»,vidLncaai6enLtiial^iibe 
tUt  de&one  to  the.  0#a]t,  but  M.  Bithiilhr 

(Hiftoire  dct  Ccltcs,  1.  iii.  c.  18  )  laboan  tojodOBa 
iketr  expre)Iioni  to  a  more  orthodox  feofe. 

[yoj  Cnncanuaf  thitgiola  bet  «ni|ri»K  deftone 
.«r  the'Bdda,  fte.Fkble'n  in  the  ceriow  wiiM 

©f  that  book,  publilhed  by  M.  M::llct,  iohiffaitBP' 
•  dudioo  to  the  Hillory  of  Denmaxk. 

[7ll^*  7«(it.  Qsim.  c  .3.  Dtpdor.  Si^hL 

1.  V. .  #tf?*o.  I.  w-  p-  «97.  Tfce  «W5rti 

may  remember  the  rank  of  Demodocus  io  ^ 
'  PhiBaciju*  «0Hrt,  ^ad  the  ardour  infufcd  by  Tyr- 
^  ixuj  ijito  U>e  fainting  ^parta^s,  Yet^tHl^  il  little 
probability  ih«t  the  (frfitk>,iud.^e  Germans  were 
the  C^c  people.  ,  Mweh  leatsed  trifling  mi^ht  be 
(pared,  if  oar  antiquarians  would  condcfccr.d  to 
itflefit  tl>*t  fiaul''  nunncra  will  nMoraliy  be  pro* 
dnced  hf  Aaular  filvadoBa. 

17*]  IfiCKa.  fpaigant, .  Tadt.  Germ,  c.  6. 

Eitlicr  that  Hillorian  ufed  a  vague  expreflioa.  Of 
..he  rocaot  that  iLcy  were  thrown  at  random. 

[73J  It  wu  their  principal  diUnAifla  IfOm  An 
Sataailaait  wbo  geiMnUj%2|kt.09,lutt^ack. 

(74]  "^^^  relation  of  this  cnlcrprife  occupies  a 
I  ^at  part  of  the  fonrtkao^  &fih  books  of  the  H  iOory 
of  Tac^na,  and  U  man  lemarkabk  for  In  el*. 


gueaee  thui  perf^icuity.   StiriHc^ry  ^%vit|e  ,b{< 

[75]  Tacit.  Hit.  iv.  1 3.  lake  tken  ke  bad  toA 
Meye,  . 

[?(t]  It  wai  contained  between  the  two  braaehea 
of  tbe  old  Rhine,  aa  they  fabfifted  before  the  face 
9f.t^e..coqnfi7,wi|a  «iMicd  >y  art  aid  nature. 
See  Ckifer.  Otiaaa.  Aauq*  L- ii.  c.  so.  J7. 

I77]  CMkr  de       Gall.  1.  vL  a). 

[78]  They  are  mentioned  however  in  the  ivth 
and  vth  centaries  by  Nasariui,.AmjBianuii,  Cian- 
^laa,  f  c.  ai  a  tribe  of  f  r^jp*  <  Pfna. 
A«li.  l,Ji^  C.  I).  '    '  " 

[79]  Vrgtmiiut  lithe coinnion  reading,  but  500J 
ienie ;  Lipfiu,  and  fome  MSS..  declare  for  ytrrtif 

mm.        '  '  • 

[60]  Tacit.  Oermaia,  c.  33.  The  pious  Abbt 
de  la  Bloerie  is  very  angry  ui'.h  Tstitus,  t.iH;s 
of  the  devil  who  wai  a  murderer  from  the  bcgin- 
afaf  ,  ftc  fte.  ' 

[81]  Many  tricei  of  tbii  policy  miy  be  i\t- 
covered  in  Tacitus  and  Dion  ;  and  many  more 
may  be  inferred  from  the  principlci  of  humfa 

[te]  Mfti  Aegoft.  p.  31.  Anaaha.  Mafeeilie. 

).  xxxt.  c.  5.  Aurel.  Viftor.    The  emperor  Marcus 
wa»  reduced  to  fell  the  rich  furaicare  of  the  palace, 
.  j|ad  te  inlift  fltfnimdnkben. 

[83]  The  Marcomanni,  a  colony,  who,  fiom  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  occupied  Bohcaia  aad  Mo* 
ravia,  had  once  ereflcd  a  great  and  fitnotdable 

monarchy  under  their    king  Maroboduuj.  See 
.  Strabo,  I.  via.  VelU  Pat.  11.  105.  -Ta^it.  Annal. 
ii.  63. 

[84]  Mr.  Wotton  (HiSory  of  Rome,  p.  i56.) 
increafcs  the  prohidiiion  to  ten  times  ih;  diilanct?. 
His  reafoniog  is  ^cioui  but  not  cor.durivc, 
f|T9  milea  were  (uffcient  for  a  lertiucd  bafrier. 

[85]  Dion,  1.  Ixxi  aod  Ixxii. 

[86]  See  an  excellent  difiertation  on  tTie  origin 
ud  misraiioaa  of  oaliiMs,  in  tke  Mrmoirc  de 
«  a  l-V\cadeinic 
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VAadeaie  dcs  lofcriptioiu,  torn,  xviii.  p.  ^S^^r* 
It  i*  Man  tkat  the  MHiqaviin  tad  dw  pkUolb> 
yhtr  «ie  fit  kappilf  UcadU. 


[S7]  Should  we  fufpefl  that  Athens  contained 
st,ooo  dtiteni,  and  Spsru  do  more  xhm 
39,000  !*    Sec  Hatne  and  Wallace  on  the  nUBb«r 
of  mankind  in  ancient  and  modern  time*. 


NOTES  ON  THE  TENTH  CHAPTER. 


[1]  '"T^HB.  cx{>«eiIjon    ufed  by  Zofimut  and 
X    ZooMM  nuqr  ifaify  tkat  Muiaiit  omd* 
■anded  a  ccBtury,  a  cohort,  or  a  legion. 

[a]  HU  birth  at  Bubalia,  a  little  vilU^e  in 
Pannonia  (Eatrop.   ix.   Vidor.  w  Ca&rib.  et 
•  Epitoo*)  feemi  to  contradif),  unlcfi  it  wai  merely 
.■gddcBWlf  hit  fttpfoM  dcftnc  bom  tkt  Occii* 
Six  hoadicd  jttn  kad  bdhwwd  nobiUtf  oa  die 
Decii  ;  bat  at  the  commencement  of  thst  pcrio<?, 
'  Ib^  were  only  Plebeian*  of  merit,  and  among  the 
firl  wW  lhared  the  conrnlfliip  with  the  bta^Kjr 
Patrictani.   Plebeix  Deciorum  aniai»>  fcc.  Ja- 
venal.   Sat.  viii.  2(4.   See  the.fpiritcd  fpccch 
•TDfldm  ia  livy,  s.  9,  lOb 

()}  Zoiaw,  L  i.  p.  so.  Zwint.  L  xS. 
p.  614*  SdibLNfM.  t 

[4]  See  the  prefaces   of  Cafliodorus  and  Jo'r- 
,  nandes:  it  ij  furpiiOng  that  the  latter  ihould  be 
•aitttd  in  the  emelleBt  editioa  pnbliflied  bjr  Gie- 
tiM*  of  the  Gothic  wittert. 

[5]  On  the  aut}iori:y  of  Ablaviut,  JornanJes 
^uotet  fome  old  Gothic  chronidci  in  verlie.  De 
Rcb.  Gcticia»  c  4. 

[6]  JaniHidc«,c.3. 

fyl  8m  dM       CMnflt  fran  Adra  af  Diciueii, 

and  Saxo-Grammaticm  in  the  Prolegomena  of 
Grottus.  The  loimer  wrote  in  the  year  tcyy,  the 
litier  flouriflicd  about  ih*  jwar  two. 

[8]  Volnire.  HilMia  de  Cbirlet  Xlf.  K  m. 

V/htrii  the  Aurtriani  deAred  the  aid  of  the  court  of 
Rome  agaioll  GaAaviu  Adolphu,  they  alwajf* 
reprefeated  diit  conqocter  at  the  liaeal  fncecflbr 
•r  Alaric.  H»fte'«  UUbif  of  Gaflama, .  toL  ii. 
p.  uj. 


[9]  See  Adam  of  Bremen  Iq  Grotii  Pfolego- 
mentt,  p.  104.  The  temple  of  Upfal  wa«  deftroyed 
by  logo  king  of  tetdea,  1A0  kitgfm  hk  iqga  ia 
the  year  1079,  aad  aboat  feeiftaia 
wardi  a  Chriftiaa  Cathedral  was  creeled  on  its 
'mint.  See  Dalin'a  Hiftory  of  Swedea  ia  the 
ffWiirtTrfitiiT  tiifoaaliiL 

■   fioj  MdK  Iitintoftlw  k  CTBtoha  da 

r>  r]  MaUi^  c      p.       ha>  coOaflid  float 
Stnbo,  f  liay.  Ptekaqr*  aad  Stephaaai  Bytaa« 
•  liaaa,  tba  ntSgm  tfMk  a  caqr  and  peopje. 

[it]  Thia wonderlal cxpedideB ofOdin,  which, 
by  deducing  the  enmity  of  the  Goiht  and  Romans 
from  {6  memorable  acanfe,  might  fapplf  the  noble 
gvoaad-woifc  of  aa  Bpk  torn,  caaoot  fafely  be 
received  as  authentic  hiftory.  According  to  the 
obvioiu  fenfe  of  the  Edda,  and  the  intcrpretatioa 
'oTdM  nioft  ikilflil  «ridce,  A»ftrd»  iafleadofde. 
noting  a  real  city  of  the  Afiaric  Sarmatia,  is  the 
£aitious  appellation  of  the  m>aic  abode  of  the 
godj,  theOlympat  of  ScaadiaaTiai  Aoai  wheaee 
the  prophet  wat  fuppofed  to  defrend,  when  he  an. 
aoenced  hit  new  religion  to  the  Gothic  nmroai^ 
who  wtn  alreadj  ftaitd  ia  the  fimhcta  pma  of 
Sweden. 

[13]  Tacit.  Gctfltaai^  c  44. 

[it]  Tacit.  Annal.  ii.  62.  If  we  could  yield  a 
firm  afl'ent  to  the  navigations  of  Pytbeas  of  Mar- 
feilles,  we  mull  allow  that  the  Gotha  had  paftd 
the  Baltic  at  leaft  chne  haadred  »aan  hefiM»  Chrfa, 

(15]  Ploleaqr.  I B, 

[i6]  By  the  German  colonies  who  followed  the 
arms  of  the  Teatoaic  fcaighu.   The  coaqaeft  and 

•oaittfitMi. 
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tcoftverioo  of  Prafi*  weic  coaipki*d  b/  tbok  ad- 
.  watncnia  tte  aiUik  taumy. 

(17]  Plioy  (Hift.  Nttar.  iv.  14.},  and  Precopius 
BdU  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  i.)  agree  in  chii  opinion. 
They  Jived  iii  diflant  agei,  and  poffefl«d  difiicreat 
HMMt  orinvdtigttiDg  the  »sdi. 

lit)  The  0/f»  Md  fi^,  the  eaSeni  a«d  wefem 
Gotha  obtained  thofe  denomioationt  from  their 
Ofiginal  feats  in  SGaadinaTia.  In  all  their  future 
-flMfCh**  aad  fettlameoti  they  preierved,  with  their 
nanei,  the  fame  relative  fitaatiaB.  Wbea  th^ 
irft  departed  from  Sweden,  the  infant  colony  was 
COataiaed  in  three*  vefieli.  The  third  being  a 
heavy  lailoir  laffed  behiadf  and  the  crew,  wbich 
afteiwaids  fwelled  into  ■  nation,  noetved  ioa 
that  circumllanre  the  appeOatioB  of  OtfUtt  Or 
Loitereii.    Jornandes,  c  17. 

[19J  See  a  fragment  of  Peter  Patriciut  in  the 
'Escerpu  LegatioauB,  and  with  r^rd  to  in 
probable  date,  fee  TiUcnOB^  tfift.  des  Bfl^^ 
.leDrt,  torn.  iii.  p.  346. 

[zo]  Omnium  harum  gentium  infigne,  rotunda 
fcuta,  breves  fladii*  Ct  erga  reges  obfequium. 
Tacic  Gcrmania,  c.  43.     The  Goths  probably 
.acquired  their  iron  by  the  commerce  of  amber. 

[11]  Jornandes,  c.  13  14. 

[tz]  The  Heruli,  and  the  Uregundi  or  Vnr* 
gntwli,  are  particularly  mentioned.  See  Mafcoa's 
Ifilory  of  the  German*,  1.  Vi  A  padi^e  in  the 
Augnftas  HiRory,  p.  aS,  ieeau  la  allnde  to  tbia 
great  emigration.  The  Marcomannic  war  was 
jfArtly  occaiLoned  by  the  preifure  of  barbarous 
iribeH  who  fled  bclbie  thanrnta  offlMee  northem 
barbarians. 

[i-,]  Danville,  Geograpliic  Andcnne,  and  iha 
third  pare  of  his  incomparable  na.ip  of  Europe. 

[j4]  Tacit.  Gcrmania,  c.  46. 

[i^]  Clnver.  Germ  Aniiqua,  1.  iii.  c.  43. 

£26]  The  Venedi,  the  SJavi,  and  the  Antes,  were 
Ae  dnw  gteat  tribea  of  Ae  ftaie  people.  Jor 
aaada8,e.a^ 

[17]  Tacito*  moft  aflnicdly  deferves  that  title, 
and  even  his  caatiOM  fiifpeafe  is  a  proof  of  hit 
diligent  ioquixie*. 


-  ■  C«8]  Geaealogical  Hiilory  of  ihs  Tartan«  pb  fpj* 
Mr.  Bell  (vol.  ii.  p.  379.)  iraverfed  the  Ultrmine  to 
his  journey  ^m  Peterfl>argb  to  Conftantioople. 
1  he  nMdeni.face  at  the  ceuatiy  is  a  juft.  ftpre(h«t> 
adon  of  the  andcat^  dace,  to  the  haada  of  tha 

-  CMfteka,  It  dfll  icnaiaa  to  it  dale  «f  aataiv. 

[a9]  In  tlie  fixteenth  chapter  of  Jornandes,  in- 
Bcad  ofJitMM/*  Mtcfian,  we  may  veatare  to  fnb- 
•itete>nnMEni»  the  fteead  Mcfie.  of  which  Maiw 
cianopolis  was  certainly  the  capital  (fee  Hierocks 
de  Provintiiat  and  Wefleiing  ad  locum,  p.  636 
Iiiaera).  It  is  ferprifing  how  this  palpable  anar 
of  the  fcribe  coaU  eftape  the  jadkloaa.oatiaakta 
of  Grotius. 

C30]  The  place  is  ftiU  called  Nicop.  The  Kttle 

-  «|«8a^.a■1riMfrbaril»it  food,- fdiatolft  Iha  Da- 
nube. DaaeittB  G«api|Ua  Aacfam».  toou  i.- 

p.  307. 

[jij  Stephen.  Byaant.  de  Urbibus,  p.  740. 
Wbdvliqg  liiMnir.  p.  ir)6»  Zonaras,  hj  aa  eidd 

miAake,  afcribes  the  foundation  of  PhiUppapoHl 
the  immediate  prcdeceiTor  of  Decina.,  .  » 

[jj]  Ammian.  jxxi.  5. 
'■    [33]  Aurel.  Viaor.  c.  29. 

£)4J  Viamim  Cmrf  'um  on  feme  medals  of  Dccioa- 
falUinatFthefe  advaateges. 

[3O  Cleodiat.  (who  aflerwaide  tdgned  widi  fe- 

much  glory)  was  poDed  in  the  pafs  of  Thermopylx 
with  300  Dardaniaos,  100  heavy  and  160  light 
horft,  60'  Cretan  archers,  and  1000  well  anaed> 
recruits.  See  an  original  letter  from  the  emperor 
to  his  officer  in  the  Augullan  Hiilory,  p.  zoo. 

[36]  Jbrnandes,  c.  16—18.  Zofimu,  1.  i.  p.  at. 
'Ea  the  general  acconnt  of  this  war,  it  la  «aQr  la  iSS- 

cover  the  oppofite  prejudices  of  the  Gothic  and  tho' 
Grecian  writer.  In  careleHnclii  alone  they  are  alike. 

[37]  htoaieTqnien,  Grandenr  et  Decadeaca  dcs- 
Romaine. 

'    [3^1  Vefpafian  aad  Tiles  were  the  lall  oenfisrs 
(Pliny  Hill.  Natur.  rii.  ^9.  Cenforinns  de  Die 
Naiali).   The  modelly  of  Trajan  refufed  an  honoor 
wMch  ka  deserved,  aad  his  example  was  a  law  ta* 
thaABMainci*  8ceP]toy!iinuH)gyrie»c..4saad6o. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ikMU  KOT««  OK  TEE  TTEirTH  <:«APTB*. 


[50]  Y't  tn  fpitc  of  thUeJt«a»pdoB  Po*Bp«3r»p- 
Ixiore  that  tribqad,  'imtmg  hit  ooafiilfllip* 
Ute  occafion  iodeed  wat  «^«aUy  fingalir  u4  bi- 
h^utM^  PtaMtdi  in  Ponp.  p.  630. 

[40]  See  the  origiaid  ^Mch  U|  Oft  Aaguftv* 

Hift.  p.  I73f  '74- 

[41]  Tfci»  tranfaction  might  deceive  ZonafM> 
•wtefttppoAi  that  Valerian  was  a&Qlttf  decland 

[42]  Hift.  AdgM.  p.-*74«  Tkei^rtpttW*  «k- 

'ply  is  omitted. 

[43]  Such  ai  the  atunpU  of  AuguOui  toward*  a 
tefonnatiMafaMBMn.  Tadt.  AtoaL  Hi* 

[44]  TillMkbt.  Hiioiividto  iBiipwMM^Mi. 

•"iii;  p.  59''.  A»  Zofin>u«  and  fame  of  his  followers 
tnifiake  the  Danabe  for  the  Tanait,  they  pla^ 
titt  field  ef  batde  in  the  pUu  cfScjrdAb 

[40  'Aai«ltfei'«VlOw  Wom-tmoiStitA'Matu 

for  the  deaths  of  the  two  Dccii ;  bM  I  )hm  pft- 
ferred  the  accoani  of  Jomandea. 

[46]  1  have  ventand  n'COfjr  fiom  Tstitui 
(Annal.  L  64  )  the  piAont  of  •  fivilar  engagcmeot 
betweea  m  RiooMB  amy  ud  a  GwMUt  critae.  ' 

[47]  Jornandes,  c.  18.  Zofimus,  1. 1  p.  ss.!Ztt* 
aaras,  1.  xii.  p.  627.    Aurelius  Vidor. 

[48]  The  Decii  were  kilkd  before  the  end  of 
the  year  two  hua4rcd  aod  fifty  onSf  fiace  the  MW 

Erinces  took  pofleSoa  of  the  coafiillhtp  oa  the  «>• 
mg  cakad*  of  Juuuij, 

[4;]  TKft  Auguft.  p.  ifj,  glm  them  «  "rerjr 
hoDOurible  place  among  the  faall  neoiher  efgood 
enperora  who-ieigaed  between  Aofaftn  and  Di«- 

•  dctiao. 

[50]  Hxc  obi  Patret  chMpereie  •  •  •  •  ^'de- 

eernant.  V  iftor  in  Cxfaribei, 

Zonara*.  I  xii  p- 

Jja]  A  -V/«,  a  Tcga,  .ind  a  golden  Palrrmofive 
pounds  wfight,  were  accepted  with  joy  and  gnti« 
tude  by  the  wealthy  king  of  Egypt  <Livy»  xa»il  4.) 

ffllH*  JSttt,  a  weight  of  ospper  'in  vatne 
abeat'Cigbteen  pounds  ftcriinj^,  vtxi  the  ufaal  pffa 
tetaude  to  foreign  ambafladori  (JLivy,  xxai*  9>J« 


[53]. See  the&miBcfiof  aRonaagenenligJale 
aatheiiaw  of  AlenpiiefiBMBB^iA  Ae-AHMfii 
L^gatfOBUBi*  p*  a5>  Bdit.  I«avn« 

[;4]  For  the  pUgueifio  •JOMflBiaS'C*  tf^  oril 

'Vteorin  Cafaribus. 

Thefe  improbable  accolktiou  are  alleged 
by  Zofimas,  1.  i.  p.  23.  14. 

[;6]  Jornandet,  c.  19.  The  Goduc  waiiariOt 
.ytik  obficry«d  the  peace  winsh  tfl  'iiAmMlflMF* 

•  tfJttDcn  bad  fwom  to  GaUaa*  * 

.(57J  2fQaBMl^J.,i.p.4f,#^ 
(S^]  Viaor  far  CfefiDdliai. 
({9]  Zeiiani.L-idi.;fw6at.  • 
[tip]  Saadori  Nmriifiutat  pk 

i  [6i]  £uUQpiMi  I.  ix.  c.  6^  bft  t|itio  .nMoftw 

Eulebius  onuu  this  emperor. 

[6z]  Zofimtti,  1.  i.  p.  28.  Sotwpini  and  ViQor 

•  ftation  Vakriaa'a  4noy  in  Kh«Kia> 

[63]  He  wM  abmt  ferenty  t«  the  t$(tae*erMt 
acceffion,  or,  as  is  more  probable,  of  his  death. 
Hift.  Augud.  p.  173.  TilJenniDt  HiiU  det  £ia^ 
peteota,  torn.  Ui.  p>  ^>  aote  1. 

[64]  Iftimkai  T^nnflnnB.  Ifift.  Angoft-  P> 
173.  In  the  glorious  Arugglc  of  the  fenate  agaia/l 
Maximitt,  VaJcriaa  .%St(tA  a  wy  >pMited..f|i|rt. 
Hill.  AdgM>  fi 

[6s]  According  ts  the  dJftiaHiea  of  Viaer;  lie 

feems  to  have  received  the  title  of  Jmptrattr  froai 
the  army,  aod  thai  of  Auguflus  from  the  fenate. 

[66]  From  ViQor  .and  from  the  nedaji,  Tlllo- 
nont  (torn.  ill.  p.  710.)  very  jnllly  iaiba,  that 

Gillirnus  wat  nffociated  to  the  em^te  aboot  the 

month  of  Auguft  of  the  year  253. 

[67]'Variom  fyAems  have  been  formed  to  ex> 
plain  a  dificalt  paflage  in  Gregory  of  Tannt 
1  iu  e.  9. 

[69]  The  Geographer  of  Ravemuh  i.  11.  by 
mentioning  Mmrii^wi*  oa  the  coaiaet  of  Dea- 
nark,  aa  the  aacieot  feat  of  de  FfUkt*  gave  hfafh 
10  an  ingeidooa  fyOca  of  LilfaiitB* 

[6s]  Sw 
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•  [69]  See  Cluver.  Gemantai  Amiqna,  I.  iil.  c.  20. 
M>  Frertt,  in  the  Meiaou««  de  I'AeMlemie  det 
lifetipiioM,  nau  avSL 


[70]  Mat  ineUbl^  adkr  the  m^b  eSOmibm* 

from  an  accidental  circumftance  falljr  OUmAd  bf 

THIemciit,  torn.  iii.  p.  710,  i  t8r. 

[71]  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  xvi.  1.  The  panegf- 
lOti  fitqwadf  aOnde  to  tlie  Bmafti-flr  chelcwH. 


c  304  if. 


l7*} 

f73]  Tn  t  fobTequent  period,  mo&  ef  thbfi  eld 

Bamea  are  occafionally  mentioned.  Sec  fomtrtC- 
tSgcs  of  them  in  Cluver.  Germ.  Antiq.  U  iii* 

[74I  Shnler      Aef<ibUi»  Hikm.  turn  Mrf» 

Pufelin.  •  ' 

^75]  ZofitnnJ,  J.  i.  p.  27. 

[76]  M.  de  Brequignjr  (In  the  Memoircs  de 
r AetAwf «,  tm,  JMk.}.  hu  gifcii  in  i  vciy  outoar 

life  of  Pofihumus.  A  fcrics  of  the  Auguflan  Hiflory 
60D  McdaU  ud  UfcripdoM  hat  bc«a  mote  linui 

'  fry?  Aiifel.  WBOr,  c.  $i.  Inteti  dP  A»«r 
Jirefto,  both  the  fenfe  and  the  expredion  require 
W<to»,  though  indacdi  for  different  rcafoni,  4t  ii 
•lilM  diisdtta  cMiftitoinioriki  kaft«iAof 

^78^  In  the  time  of  Aufonius  (the  end  of  the 
Ibarth  ceotory)  Uerda  or  Lerida  was  in  a  vcry 


[79]  Vakfiu*  is  therefore  iBiHaken  in  ftf^OiSg 
Aitt  the  Franks  had  inirtdcd  Spain  bjr  fo* 

[80]  Aarel.  ViOor.   Eatn>p»  ix.  6* 

£81]  Tacit.  Germania, 

£ta]  Cluver.  German.  Andq.  Hi.  i;» 

X^'"]  Sic  Sucvi  a  ceteris  Gertnams,  fic  SnevArnm 
ipgcnoi  a  ferns  fcparantur.  A  proud  feparation  ! 

[84]  Cxfar  in  Bello  Gallico,  ir,  7. 

£§5]  ViOuio  Cuacai.  Dmb  CifiMi  iacva.  ^ 


[86]  Tftts  etymofogy''  diAient  from  tfaoTe 
uhich  anule (h>> fancy  of  thobanvdt  ia  frcitgiub 
by  Afinius  Qaadratai,  an  original  luAoriaDf  qno^ 

1^  Agathiaa,  i.  c.  5. 

[87]  Tki  ShmtI  ta^agad  QsAir  in  «l)'u:  maanflw 
flHd  |iM  naMBWr«  daiovvod  the  apfMbacioft  ef  thai 
(infidloGallicq,i.48.}. 


£883  Hift.  Augull  p.  215,  nG.  Dcxippus  in  the 
Bxcarpta  IdCpoowmiu  ^.  8«.  Hiexonjriq.  Chrqn. 

[89]  Zoinu, Lip.  34' 

[90]  Aaid.  Viaor  b  Gatlirao  etFnhib  iOk 
coBif  laivu  b«ath«  an.  igcommoa  Spirit  of  ffieadQaa» 

.£91]  ZoBaiia»L>&.  pt6]i. 

[92]  One  of  the  Victors  calls  him  KtogofriM* 
Marcomanni,  the  other  of  the  Germani. 

[93]  See  Tiileatoatt  HUU  ^Bmgltmn,  tm^ 
m.  p.  3(>8,  Ate.  / 

[94]  See  the  Um  of  CUudias,  Aoreliaa, 
Frobaa*  in  the  AngjuAaa  HiAorjr. 

[9{]  It  is  about  halfalcKgaa  taMad^t*  Q^lf* 

alogical  Hifiory  of  the  Taxtart,  p.  ^98. 

[96]  Af.  de  Peyflbnel,  who  had  been  French 
confal  at  Cafia»  in  bu  Obli»vatto|it  Suitt  Peap|ea 
Barbara^  qui  Mt  habit!  lea  hoids  dn  Daanba^ 

£97]  Bni^Ndnw^h^auninTaniidt 

[98]  Strabo,  1.  vii.^  309.   The  filft  Wi^-oi 

Bofphorus  were  the  allies  of  Athena* 

[j^J  Apfian  to  Mithridat; 

£ioe]  It  «aa  itdaced  by  the  arau  of  ilgripfo*. 
Of«fia*>  vi>  XI*  Bntropios,  Tii.  9.  Tba|tonan» 

once  advanced  within  three  da^  WWA  of 
Taoaii.  Tacit.  Annal.  xii.  17. 

(ioij  8cetbeToxarU«fL«fltan('ifwefradit|jhor 
liaearitf  and  the  virtiiaa  of  tho  8qrthin»  sirj»«tt» 
lates  a  great  war  of  Ua  naiion  i^pdaft  At  kji^  of' 

Bofphorni. 

[toa]  ZoGmas,  1.  i.  p.  a8. 

[ioj]  -Strabo,  1.  xL  Tacit.  Ifift.  uL  47..  The/ 
•attcdC^MTA 
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[104]  See  ft  rof  nitural  piaareof  tke'Eiudfte 
Mi^|Mi«i»  is  Ik*  St idi  IctHf  of  TovaaiBtt* 

[lej]  Arrian  places  the  frontier  garrifon  at 
Dioicutua,  or  SebadopoHi,  forty  four  nilei  to  the 
eaft  of  Pityai.  The  garrUba  of  Phefia  ooolUbl  io 
hit  tineofoaljjMrkHiidndlbob  8oitl»PMipla« 

of  the  Euxine. 

[ic6]  ZoGrnus,  1.  i.  p.  30. 

•  [107]  Arrian  (in  Peripio  Maru  Euub.  p.  ijo. 

calb  tko  dUUoce  s6io  Mia. 

[108]  XaMftoa.  Aoatali;  L  it*  p.  341. 

HMchinfon. 

[109]  Arriaa,  p.  ttg.  The  geaenl  obierratioB 
itTournefoR'a. 

[1 10]  See  an  epiiUe  of  Gregory  TheuMCMiUf 
biflMporM«o-C«r«tM,q[aoMdh]r|faftoa,T.37>  : 

|m  t]  Zoflflw,  I.  i..p.  js,  jj. 

(ita]  Itloer.  HSuohfym*  p.  57*.  WelleliBg. 

[lis]  Zofinoi,  L  i.  p.  s<,  33. 

[114]  He  bcHeged  the  place  with  4C0  gallies, 
■$0,000  foot,  and  a  ooneroot  cavalry.  See  FJu- 
taR^iBliMoL  AniwbMidiildab  Gkoopra" 

[115]  Scnbo,  h  adi.  p.  ;7}. 

[116]  Pocodc'e  DeftripCMM  of  the  Eaft,.L  iL 

c.  23,  24" 

[117]  Zofimus,  I.  i,  p.  33. 

[ilS]  Synccilus  tells  an  unintelligible  fiory  of 
Friece  Odnuuhus,  who  defeated  the  Gothic  «ld  who 
wu  killed  by  Prince  OJtHatbui, 

[i  19I  Voyasei  de  Chardin,  ton.  p.  4$.  He' 
failed  with  the  Tdifci  fion  Oviiutioople  to. 
QmA.   

[i:-]  Syncellus  (p.  jPi.l  fpcaiu  of  tUl «9«di- 
tion  ai  undertaken  by  the  Meruit.  •  • 

f  I  JiJ  Strabo,  1.  xi.  p.  49;. 

\\12\  riin.  Hill.  Natuf,  iii.  7.  ! 

[113]  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  181.  ViOor,  c.  33. 
Orofiiia,  tU.  4t.    ZofioHUt  L  i.  p.  35.  2Somp 

s 


ras,  L  xii.  63  j.  SynceUott  p.  382.  frii  net'with- 
oacfone  attention,  that  we  can  explain  and  cooci- 
liftte  their  imperfea  hinu.  .  We.  can  Aill  difcom 
ibme  tracci  of  ihd  partMltty  of  Dnippui,  i*  the  lo* 
Itfka  of  kia  o«ra  sad  hit  coootfynen'a  expbitt. 

[124]  SynctMiK,  p.  3S2.  Thit  body  of  Hcnl^ 
wai  for  a  lon^  limc  faithful  ar  c!  famous. 

[iij]  Oafdiiu,  who coiniDaniied on  theDanobe,. 
theoght  *ith  pioprfeqrud  e&ed  with  fpirtt.  Hi*  coU 
le^goe  wM jedeoi  of IJatofcHifti  Anfl.  p.  ili. 

[laBi]  Jonundei,  c  io,- 

[i  17]  Zofiroui,  and  the  Greek*  (as  theaoihorof 
the  Philopatris)  give  the  aue  of  Scythians  to  ihofe 
whom  Jornandct,  and  the  Lotia  wrilen^  ooniMtly 
reprcfent  as  Goths. 

[i23]  Hin.  Augud.  p.  178.    Joffuodcr,  c  aOk 

(1S9J  Strabo,.!.  xi^.p.  640.  Vitruviua,  I.  i.  c  1. 
pnefftt.  I.  vii.  Tedt.  Aenal.  iii.  61.  PUa.  Hift. 
Net  jwsvi.  14. 

[  1 30]  The  length  of  St.  Peter's  is  840  Itoaiao 
paleit,  each  palm  ia  a  very  little  fhort  of  aiat  Sw^ 
lilh  iacbet.  8e»  Gi«a*o|'a  Mifi^Uiajec  ^  L 
p.  133  I  Oa  ibe  Rooua  fioi^ 

[131]  The  policy  however  of  the  Romaiu  in- 
duced them  to  abridge  the  exteat  of  theftaAnaiyor 
■fyIna^  whiek  kf  foecefive  privil^gn  kad  fpmii 

itfelf  two  fladia  round  the  temple..  Stflbo^  L  Xtff* 
p.  641.    Tacit.  Anna],  iii,  60,  \c. 

[131]  They  offered  no  ficrifice*  to  the  Grecian 
fode.  See  IpUW.  Qmgut,  Tkaans. 

[>3j]  Zonaias,  I.  aii.  p.  6j{.  Seek  aa  anecdote 
was  perfeQiy  fuiwd  to  the  ta^e  of  .Uoata^ae.  He. 
mJeh  ale  of  it  ia  kit  agiwaUe  EAf  oa  Pidaatfj, 

I.  L  e.  S4.  •-■ 

[134]  Mofes  ChorenenGj,  I.  ii.  c.  -t,  73,  74. 
Zonarasi  1.  xii.  p.  628.  The  aathentic  relatioa  of 
die  Ameaiaa  hillorian  fervea  to  nOify  the  tmMbi 
acoout  of  the  Greek.  The  latter  talks  of  the 
children: of  Tiridatea,  who  at  that  tine  waa  hitnCctf 
aaiofaat. 

[13O  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  191.  As  Macrianni  waa 
aa  enemy  to  ihe.Cbitftiaaa»  they  charged  hiaa  with 
kci^g  a  nii^iaa. 

ri3^]  2MuB8$ 
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[136]  Zoumii*,  I.  i.  p,  jj, 

[137]  Hill.  Aogcd.  p.  174. 

[ 1 38]  Viaor  a  Ccfar.  Bacrapiat,  ix.  7. 

[139]  Zofimus,  I.  i.  p.  3j.  Zoairu,  I.  xii  p. 
630.    Peter  Patriciuj  in  the  EscerpU  Legat.  p.  ;9. 

[140]  Hill.  Augaft.  p.  i8(.  Tlie  mg»  of  Cy- 
riade*  appear*  in  that  coUeaiM  prior  to  tbe  death 

of  Valeriiti ;  but  I  have  prrfcrred  a  probable  fcrio 
of  events  to  the  doubtful  cbronologjr  of  a  moll  in. 
aceanM  wtker, 

[141]  Tbiftckof  Andecb,  anticipated  by  fone 
bittoriana,  if  alDgned,  by  the  Jecifive  tefliiaony  of 
AnauuMu  MuceUiaaa,  10  tbe  r«if  n  of  GalUeiiBa, 

[142]  Zofimm,  I.  i.  p.  jj. 

[143]  John  Malala,  torn.  i.  p.  391.  He  cor* 
rapttiUf  ptobtUoovntbffbmftboloasdicmft- 
ftMcei. 

[144]  Zonaras.l,  xii.  p.  6j->.  Deep  vallies  were 
filled  up  with  tbe  llain.  Crowd*  of  prilboen  were 
dii?CB  to  water  like  aod  muy  poridiod  Ibr 
MStof  Ibod* 

[145]  Zofimns,  !.  i.  p.  2;,  aflertj,  that  Sapor, 
bad  be  not  preferred  fpoil  to  con^ueA,  might  haro 
maalMd  nalirof  A£a. 

[146]  FcKr  Pattidat  ia  Biecrpt  Ltg.  p.  19. 

[147]  Syioram  AgreftJiim  maaA.  SexMi  Rafin* 

c  23.  Rufus,  Viflor,  the  Auguftan  Hiftory  (p.  192. )i 
and  feveral  infcriptiona  agree  in  making  Odenaiboa 
a  chiaaa  of  Pala^ra. 

( i4t}  H«  peflMM  (b  pewcrfal  aa  iateicA  ■me«{ 

the  wandering  tribes,  that  Procopiut  (B«U.  Perfic. 
1.  ii.  c.  5.)  and  John  MaUla  (torn.  i.  p.  591.)  fi/le 
him  Priaet  of  the  Saraem. 

[149]  P«er  Tttridat,  p.  tj. 

(i^e]  Tba  Pagan  wricen  laaMM,  the  ChiilKia 

infuh,  the  miifortunes  of  Valerian.  Their  varioui 
telUmonici  are  acxarately  colleAed  by  Tilieaost» 
torn.  iii.  p.  739,  &c.  So  littlohai  bMa  prafemd 
of  EaAcrn  hiftory  before  Mahomet,  that  the  mo- 
dem Ftrfians  aie  toulla  ignonat  of  the  vtaoiy  of 
Veul. 


TENTH  CHAPTER.  sK 

Sapor,  an  event  To  glorioua  to  dwtr  aatios.  Sat 

fiibliotbeqae  OrientaJe. 

[i5>]  Caeof  thefeeptftka  ia  trom  Artavardea, 
kiaf  of  Aracaia :  fiaca  AtaMaia  «ai  then  a  pro* 
»iDea  to  Pcffla.  tha  ldBg.-thi  ktagdoa.  aad  the 

epiille,  mnft  be  fiftitioai. 

[  I  ;a  J  See  hii  life  in  the  Augofian  Wtoif, 

(JSJJ  There  ii  ftiil  exratit  a  very  pretty  Epitha- 
laviaa,  oompofed  by  Gallienut,  for  the  ouptiala  of 
hii  nephews. 

Ite  ait,  O  Jttvcaai,  paricar  Mala  aiedaUia 
MbimiBMr  MM ,  Ma  mBHMn  «eft»  colooibc 
SkadnaaoaHedira^aOQvbcaatofbdaCaaehK.  ' 

[154]  He  was  on  the  point  of  giving  PfcuiaBa  a 
ruined  city  of  Campania,  to  try  the  expariaMat  of 
reaUziog  Plaio*a  AafMUic.  8ta  tha  life  of  Ploti. 
iaw.  bj  rttfkywf,  iaFabikioa*a.Bjblioth.  Gan* 
L  iv. 

'  r*S$]  Tlu<£Bgularcharaaerhas,Ibdiewc^bcaa 
flurly  tiaafiaittcd  to  aa.  The  tdga  of  hb  inote- 
oiata  fiicceflbr  was  thort  and  bufy  ;  and  the  hillo- 
liaa*  who  wrote  before  the  elevation  of  the  famij/ 
of  Confiantine,  conld  not  have  the  moll  ranoM 
iatereft  to  mifreprefent  the  ^atafttt  of  GiiKcaaa. 

[156]  PoIUo  expreflei  da  aiiA  ^aaie -anietr 

to  complete  the  number. 

£  I  $7]  Tbe  place  of  hii  reign  ia  AoMwhat  donbc> 
nl ;  bat  there  a  tyrant  ia  ffoatat*  aad  wa  aic 
acqaatated  with  the  ftat  of  all  the  othen. 

[iss]  TiUenost. ton. til. f.ii63»reak«ai than' 

lomewhat  difiereotly. 

C159)  See  the  fpeech  of  Marios,  in  the  Au^u!\an 
Hiflory,  p.  1 97.  The  accidental  identity  of  saaea 
was  the  only  circoMftaaca  that  coald  MMBt  Pallia  • 

to  imitate  SaJiull. 

[160J  Voi  OPoBpiiiat  fanguii !  is  Horace's  ad- 
draff  10  the  PSfin.  See  Art*  Poet,  v,  aoa,  with 
Dedar*!  aad  Saaadoali  aoiea. 

[161]  Tacit.  Annal.xy.48.  HiJl.|,  ij.  bfl^ 
JbraMT  of  thefe  parages  we  may  venture  to  cbanga 
pttmm  iato  mat*r$a.  la  every  generation  from 
Auguftus  to  Alexander  Scverus,  one  or  moK  Piiba 
eppear  aaeoiifoU.  A  Pile  am  dewDed  pwtby  of 
*  the 
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th»^bnM  hf  hagwim  (Tadc.  AnsaL  i.  ij.). 
A  teemd  beaded  a  IbnydiUs  mtffimf  apdaft 
Nero;  and  a  third  WIS  adoptsd,  ud  dcdaicd 

Caefar  by  Galba. 

[i6a]  HtA.  Augufl.  p.  19$.  The  fcaate^  in  * 
nomeat  of  enthafiafm,  feemeM' lirapmiMaAd.M 
the  appiolMUioii  ^  GalUeaa*. 

[163]  HUL  Aofift.  f»  196, 

[144,}  Tlie  aflbciatioa  of  the  brave  Paln/ranaa 
ma  the  noli  popular  ad  of  the  whole  teiga  of  OaU 
lieniM,  HMl.  AugoA.  p.  ito-. 

[165]  GallleausluU  given  the  titles  of  C.-vfar  and 
Angofiot  to  his  fon  SaloniDUs,  flain  at  Cologn  hf 
AoiArjperPoUnaaa*  AiiMoadibiiof  GalUeooa 
IheaeeJid  10  the  naaie  md  nnk  of  Ma  elder  brO' 
ther.  Valerian,  the  brother  of  Galiienus,  was  alfo 
•Aciated  to  the  feveral  other  bcetherst 

fiSera,  acphewa,  aad  nieeea  of  the 
a  very  numerous  royal  family.     Sec  Tillcrnonr, 
mm.  iii.  and  M.  de  lircguigny  ia  the  Mcmoires  de 
r  AcadMiit  «>■•  suU.  p.  t6t, 

iM]z.m^  p»  111. 

[167]  Regilfiaaa*  had  l^oMlMUidt  oTRonlitf 

in  bis  fcrvice.  I'oflhumus  a  body  of  Franks.  It 
was  perhaps  in  the  cbarailar  of  auxiliaries  that  the 
latter  ntfodneed  theaUelres  lotaSpaHs. 

(168]  The  Aafaftaa  Hiimf,  p.  177,  caUa'  k 
f  lirts  Idtoa.  SaeSkdor.  M-Ksniv. 

(169]  Ptin.  Hift.  Nator.  t.  le. 

[170]  IModor.  SkaL  L  xtH.  p.  {90.  Bdlt. 
Weflfeiiafi* 


[1 7 1 J  See  a  very  carloua  letter  af  4iadiaaa  ia  tha. 
Aagallaa  Hiiory,  p.  24$. 

[172]  Soch  aa  Ae  lacribfioae  mafdetaf  a  dl* 
viae  cab  See  Oiodor.  SicaL  L  L 

f'73]  Hift.  Aupuft.  p.  19;.  Tln'j  Icm^  and  tfr- 
riWe  ftditioB  was  tttt  occafioned  by  a  difpute  be< 
twoaft  a  ftldier  aad  a  (pwnfiaaa  aboac  a  pdc  off 
ftoea* 

[174]  DIonyGus  npud  F.afeb,  Hit.  EcckC 
vol*  vn*  p.  21.    Ammian.  xxii.  16. 

[t7{]  Scaliger  A&imadver.  ad  Eeftb.  Chron. 
p.  X58.  ThfeeMmadMiaarif;  Baaaaijrt  la  tka 
MuB*  ^  I'Acadaarivy  iaMi> 

[176]  Sttato»  L  zu.  p.  569, 

[177]  Hill.  Aoguft.  p.  i97« 

[178]  See  Cellarios,  Geog.  Aatiq.  torn.  ii.  p. 
IJ7,  UfM  the  UmSu  afUnila. 

[179]  Hift.  Avgttft.  p.  177. 

[180]  Hift.  AttgoH.  p.  177.  Zoflflia*,  1.  L  p.  24. 

Zonarat,  I.  xii.  p.  623.  Ealeb.  Chronicon.  ViSoi 
in  Epitom.  ViAor  in  C«far.  Eutropiua,  ix.  j> 
Ofofiai,  vu.  St. 

[l8i]  Eufcb.  Hift.  Ecdef.  vii.  zi.  The  faaia 
taken  from  the  Letters  of  Dionyfius,  who,  ia  the 
tioie  of  thoft  txoables,  was  bifliop  of  Alexandria. 

[1S2]  In] a  great  number  of  pariflifs  11  coo  per- 
fons  were  found  between  fourieca  and  eighty }. 
5365  between  forty  and  feveatf*  8cc  Baftn* 
Uifloirc  Natarclle»  tooi.  u.  p.  $90^ 
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[<}  pONS  Jurtili,  thirteen  wiles  from  Ber- 
gamo, and  thirty-two  from  Milan.  See 
Claver.  Italia  Antiq.  turn.  i.  p.  245.  Near  this 
place,  ia  the  year  1703,  the  obflinatc  battle  of 
CadliM)  waa  iba||^t  betwMD  tbe  Kkcadt'  aad  Aa- 


ftriinj.  The  excclLent  relation  of  the  Chevalier  de 
Folard  who  was  prcf^iit  gives  a  very  diflinfl  idea  of 
the  ground.  See  F«l^be  de  Felard.  tooi.  iii.  p* 
223— Z48. 

WO" 

z 


Digitized  by  Google 


NQTKI  f>lffTiIE  ELEVENTH  <;HAPr£fl.  M 


[s]  -Os  tk«  4«ftUi  'O^.  QalliMM,  f«c  Trcbctiia* 
Poltio  in  Hill.  Ausnji.  p*         Zdlmiu,  I.  i. 

37,  Zonaras,  I.  xii.  p.  634.  Tutropius,  ix.  11. 
AvdiM  Vicier  in  Hipitonu  V  kter  ia  Ca:fiu',  I 
tev*  a— iwiiil  and  Ucodod  tkom  aU,  but  isM 

hull  the  b.'li  n5Li>it.:r5. 

[}]  Some  fiqppoled  iiim  'Oddl/  enough  to  be  « 
baRird  of  the  younger  Gordiait.  OtbentwA  »4- 

vantrgeof  the  province  ofDardania,  to  deduce  his 
origia  from  Dixdanu,  and  the  ancient  kiogi  of 

(4]  JVWirAi^  a  fcrlodierf  efficiifl  dSfpitdk 
■which  tke  Emperors  received  from  I^,c  /nrmmtarii 
or  agents  <Hfperfed  through  the  f  roviac«s.  Of  thcfe 
"wt  ntf  ij^esfc  bereiAni* 

[  j]  Hiti.  Aoguft.  p.  tdS.  GaHitaM'dcicribet  the 
-pltte,  veflmcnts,  &;c.  like  a  raai,  wfeo  lovtd  and 
«a4crftoo(liho(e  Ipkodid  triBea. 

[6]  Julian  fOrat.  i.  f  -  6)  aflirms  that  Claadiai 
acquired  thecuipire  in  a  jult  and  even  holy  , 

Bmtw9  nay  diftrot  tbe  partialitj  offt  hialinaii. 


[7]  Hift.  Aogoft.  p.  ioy 
diftercnccs  concerning  the  circa 
-defeat  aad  death  of  Anreolas. 


of  tbehft 


[8]  Aoreliua  ViAor  in  Gallien.  The  people 
londly  pnytd  for  the  damMtioo  of  Oallieau  t.  1  he 
fcnate  decreed  that  his  relations  and  fervants  Ihould 
be  thrown  f^own  headlonx  from  the  Genoiiiaa 
tuSft,  AaflbMaaii>«AttraftheiwcBwJuidhia 
4yn  ton  McwbUft'Oniercxai^mioiu 

'C9I  Zooms,  I.  aii.  p.  137. 

[10]  Zonanu  on  thij  occafion  mentioni  Pofths- 

mus;  but  the  regiller*  of  the  fenate  (Mill,  Augulh 
p.  203.)  prove  tbat  Tctricus  was  already  emperor 
of  tibe  wdlero  pvovincefc 

•  (1 1]  The  Aaguflaalllftory  nentwiu  tbe  (bailer, 
ZniWrar  the  lacger,  number;  ihc  lively  fancy  of 
■'MoDteil)niea  indiKcd  him  to  prefer  t!ic  latter. 

[12]  Trcbell.  Pollioin  Hill.  Aogull.  p.  204. 

[13]  HUl.  Aagafl.  inCiaad.  ^mltaa,  et  Prob. 
•Zofinmp  Li.  p-38>~4t.  Z«ttHttrli4iu  p.. 638. 


.Aiwd.  V«3or  ia  Epitoa.  ViAor  juiwia  Cjabr, 
EuUof.  hi,  11.  B«M>.  in  Cbaon. 

.[14]  According  to  Zonarai  (1.  xii.  p.  6j8.)y 
Claudius,  beloic  his  death,  invcficd  btm  with  tbe 
}>urplc;  but  this  lingular  fit\  h  radMrCOatttdiftafl 

than  confirmed  by  c;i,i;r  writers. 

[15]  See  the  life  of  ClaudtM  by  PoUio,  aad  the 
•onttimii  ef  ftfaaMdmu^  Euaa^,  aad  Jriian. 

Stelikcwifc  the  Cxfars  of  julian,  p.  3  i  3  In  Jiilian 
it  was  not  adulation,  but  fuperilition  and  ranity. 

it6]  ZoteBt.  J.  j.  p.  ^.  Pollio  {iiUL  Augdt, 
f .  eoy.)  allem  Mm  vktwe,  end  ftyi,  «hat«M  Nr- 

tin:ix  he  ar.s  killed  by  the  licentiou*  MSttt* 
According  10  Dexippni  he  died  of  a  diiitafi^ 

[17]  Theocliu  (as  qooted  in  the  AugtiftaR 
jntm.  p.  «n.)  <riirmB,ibat4a  eoedi^Jie  killed. 

with  bi«««n  hand,  forty-eight  Sarmatians,  and  ia 
-ftwral  fubfequent  engagcmcota  nioe  huodred  and 
fifty.   This  heroic  valour  waa  admired  by  tlM  'U> 

diers,  and  celebrated  in  their  rude  fongs,  tlie  Imt^ 
den  of  which  was  mi/L-,  mille,  milk  eccidit. 

[18]  Acbolius  (ap.  Hifi.  Aagnft.  p.  213.)  de- 
fcribes  the  ceremony  of  the  adopdaa«  aa-ic  was  per- 
formed at  Byzantium,  in  the  pietaaoa^of  tba  tKtr 

pcror  and  his  great  Officers. 

[19]  Hill.  Aaguft.  p.  211.  ThUiacoaieepifla 
i*  uoly  die  worlc  ef  a  Mdieri  it  abaaadt  vitk 

military  phrafes  and  words,  fome  of  which  can- 
not be  nndcrdood  without  difficulty.  Farm- 
mMmfamaia  is  welltmlaiard  by  Salmafio««  The 
fbnsar  af  the  word*  meaaa  all  weapons  of  oiTence, 
and  ia  con  trailed  with  Ji>ae,  defenfivc  axmonr. 


(aoj  Zodm.  I.  L  p.  45. 

Cii]  Dexippna  (ap.  Bacerpta  Legaup.  it.)  re- 
lates the  whole  tranfaftion  under  the  name  of  Van- 
dals. Aurelian  married  one  of  the  Gothic  ladies 
to  his  general  Bonoftts,  who  was  able  to  drink  arttb 
the  Goths  and  diiea««r4faair.iiKiatt.  •jUiIL  A^gaS^ 
p.  247. 

\^^\  iiiii.  jiugua.  p.  sza.  Butiop.  ix*  t%.  Sextos 
Aafa*.  LaftaatiM  da  aeitibaa  Pciftca- 

ruraaif.cg. 
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[til  The  Walachian*  Sill  prtfenre  naa/  tncct 
of  dit  Ladn  bnguage,  and  hm  boated  la  Vftry 
•ge  of  the  Roman  defcent.  They  are  furrounded 
by,  but  not  mixed  with,  the  barbAriaoi.  See  a 
MdnainofM.  DaBrcllean  tmdatt  DacUt  tsdie 
ActdoBjr  of  In&ripdioat,  toa.  laau 

[14]  See  the  firft  chapter  of  jornaudes.  The 
VattdiUt  however  (c.  sz.)  maiRtained  a  (hort  in- 
dcpeadattt  betwata  the  riven  Marifia  aad  CiilBa 
(Maim  aad  Kcna)  vhicb  fcH  iato  tha  Tkift. 

[25]  Dcxippus  p  7  —  1-'-  Zofimus,  I  i.  p. 
Vopi/coa  in  Aureiian  is  tiilL  Augoll.  However 
ihcftlulofiam  differ  iaaaoei  (Akauwai,  Jaibaagi, 
.aad  MaiComanDi]  ic  U  evidcot  that  they  mean  the 
fiaiepeaple,  and  the  fame  war,  but  it  reqaires  foine 
care  10  ceadliate  aad  exptaia  them. 

[t6]  Caatoclanu,  with  hit   afaal  accnracyi, 

chufej  to  tranflatc  three  hundred  ifiourind  ;  hif 
veriion  u  equally  repugnant  to  fcDlc  and  to  gram* 

[»?]  We  may  remark,  as  an  ioftaoceofbad  tafte, 
that  Dexippus  applies  to  the  light  infantry  of  the 
Alemaoni  the  techoical  terau  proper  only  to  die 
GieciaanMlaBi. 

[18]  la  Dexippas.  we  at  prefrnt  read  Rhodanos, 
M.  da  ValoU  vny  jodidoofly  alien  the  word  to 

Eridanus. 

[29]  The  emperor  Claadiai  w«  certainly  of  tte 
Bomber ;  but  we  are  ignorant  how  far  th>«  mark  of 
refpeft  was  extended}  if  to  Czfar  and  AHgoaoa,  It 
nuft  have  prodaoed  a  veiy  awfar  fpadackj  a  bag 
liae  of  lb*  aialteta  «f  world. 

[)o}  VapilcBa  la  HML  Aagat.  p.  sie» 

Dcxippui  gives  them  a  fabde  ted  fralix 
Ocation,  worthy  of  a  Grecian  Sophift. 

[31]  Hia.  Aoguft.  p.  lis* 

[33]  Dexippus.  P- 

[54]  Viftor. Junior,  io  Aureiian. 

I35]  Vopifcasin  Hift.  Aogoft.  p.  zi6. 

[3^1  The  Utile  river  or  rather  torrent  of  Me- 
taurut,  «>ear  Fano,  hai  beea  ktmotiahaad,  bf 
fadtag  facb  aabilorita  aaiivyt.  aad:  fach  a  poec 


[373  It  u  jtcorded  by  aa  in&riptioa  Ibaad  at 
Penio.  SeeGrawr.odiaivi.  3. 

[38]  One  Ihould  imagine,  he  faid,  that  yoo 
were  adembled  in  a  Ckiiftiaa  diaRh»  aacia  tha 
tciapk  of  all  tba  god»« 

[59]  Vcpifcus  in  Hift.  Au^  p.  1 1 2i<>.  gives  a 
long  account  of  ihefe  ceremonies,  from  ihc  Registers 
cfiheScaat*. 

[40]  Plia.  Hift.  Natur.  iii.  To  confirm  oar 
idea,  we  may  ohferve,  that  for  a  long  time  Mount 
Cxlius  was  a  grove  of  oaks,  and  Mount  V'imioal  was 
over'run  with  oficn  s  that*  in  the  fourth  ceacory, 
the  Aventine  was  a  vacant  and  folitary  retirancB^ 
that  till  the  time  of  Auguftns^  the  E<(]uiliBe  «aa 
aa  aawboMoaa  batyitDg  gronod;  and  that  tba 
aaaierous  inoqualitieat  leinarkcd  by  the  nncieaa  ia 
■tbe  Quirinal,  faffidcntly  piove  that  it  was  aec 
covered  with  buildings.  Of  ihc  fevcn  hills,  the 
Capitoline  and  Palatine  only,  with  the  adjacent 
vaUie*,  were  the  primitive  habitation  of  the  Roman 
people.  But  thia  fiilgeft  wotild  reqaiic  a  difaw 
tation^ 

f4']  Exfpatiantia  tefia  naltaa  addtdcre  arbei.. 

ia  the  expreiEon  of  Piiny^ 

[42]  liift.  AugolL  p.  >ax.  Both  Lipfiiu  and 
ITaac  Vefiaa  have  elderly  caibtaced  ihia  aaealkfe. 

[43)  SeeNatdiai^RMaAaiicatl.i>c>>*^  ;• 

[44]  Tacit.  Hid,  iv.  23. 

[45]  For  Aarelisn's  walls,  fee  Vopifcns  in  Hill. 
Auguft.  p.  216.  222.   Zofimat,  1.  i.  p.  43-  E»> 
tiopius,  ix.  1  J.   Aurel.  ViOor  in  Anreliao,  Vidor 
Junior  in  Aureiian,  Ettfeb.  Meronym,  et  Made*- 
iaCbnaic 

[46]  His  compe^ter  was  Lollianus,  or  vEIianas, 
if  indeed  theft  names  mean  the  fiuBC  peKon.  See 
Tillemcnt,  torn.  iii.  p.  1 177' 

[47]  The  charafter  of  this  prince  by  Julias  Ate. 
riaotts  (ap.  Hlfl.  Augull.  p.  187.)  is  worth  tranfcrib- 
ing,  as  it  feems  fair  and  impartial.  Viaorino  qui 
poft  Junium  Poftbumiam  Galliat  reiit  aemiaeai 
axiftimo  prxferendum  :  non  ia  viitute  Trajnnam; 
BOB  Astoaiaan  ia  dementia}  son  in  gravitate 
.NnfW  t.  BOB  ia  faboaaado  mMiio  Vafpaliaaaa; 
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WW  in  Ceafuim  todu  wixm  te  femiute  militari 
Ptetinacem  v«]  SMtrani.  Sed  omsU  luce  libido, 
«t  co^ditii  volaptatit  molieraris  fie  ptnlMit»  tt 
Bcno  tndeat  virtutci  in  literal  milMM  qncm 
cootKomdaa  j«diei»  artroiiTe  puniri. 

[4«]  He  nvilhed  tie  wife  of  Attituaiu.  an 
m^ltiarf,  or  army  agent.    Hift.  Attflft.  p.  it6* 

Aurtl.  Vidor  in  Aarelian. 

C49]  Pollio  afiigai  bcr  aa  article  aauMig  tlie  tUriy 
tjraatt.  ifiS.  Aag,  p.  aoo. 

[to]  PotUe  1«  Htt.  Angull.  p.  196.  Vopifcus 
in  Hill.  AuguH.  p.  220.  The  two  \  iflors,  in  the 
lives  of  Gallienot  and  Aureiian,  Eutropiui,  ia.  ij. 
Eoieb.  ia  Ckron.  Of  all  clwfe  wriimoiiljr,  tke 
two  lift  (but  with  flrong  probability)  place  the  fall 
of  Tetricus  before  that  of  Zecobia.  M.  de  Boze 
(in  the  AcaJemy  of  iDfcriptioni,  torn,  xxx  )  dues 
not  wilh,  and  TiUemoat  (ton.  iii.  p.  1189.)  doet 
not  daict  to  MJo«r  dMm.  I  hmrt  ben  ftiner  then 
tU  one,  md  bolder  tbaa  d»  ocber. 

[;i3  V'ijftorjauoria  Aarelian.  Eoincniiu  men- 
tioai  AtfM&iri.  foeie  aide*,  witbont  toy  reafoe, 
woflld  fain  alter  the  word  to  He/MaKrir. 

[ja]  Eomcn.  in  Vcl.  Panegyr.  iv.  3. 

{{I*]  Vopifcns  in  Hi&.  Aagnfi.  p.  14').  Aston 
era*  ■ot.ielefed  dll  tba  of  Dioditieii,  fie 
BeoMDua  de  icllawtndfa  ftboOa. 

[54]  Almod  every  thing  that  is  Cud  of  the  man- 
ner) of  Odenatbua  and  Zcnobia*  u  taken  frocn 
their  lives  ia  the  Aagvdaa  Hifle^*  hgr  Tie belliea 
FolUei  £ee  p.  199. 198. 

£j;]  She  never  admitted  her  hulband's  embraces 
bat  for  the  iake  of  pofieritjr.  If  her  hopes  were 
baflcd,  b  the  cdUag  amtk  lie  idKnicd  the  ex-' 
periaieBC 

[^6]  Htft.  AagnS.  p.  192,  193.  Zofimus,  1.  i. 
p.  36.  Zonarastl.  xii«p.  633.  The  laftis  cUar 
and.  probable,  the  oihen  ceefiiM  aad  iaoe«Mtoc> 
The  text  of  8]racdlat»  if  lot  corr«pt»  ia  eUbleie 

nonfenfe. 

[57]  Odcoathos  and  Zenobia,  often  fer,t  him 
'    bvm  the  i^U  of  the  enemy,  prefents  of  gcini.aad 
isfv,  nhidt  he  ieceived  widi  ieiaite  delight. 


TsS]  Some  very  nnjuft  fafpiciont  htfC  been  caft 
oa  Zenobia,  as  if  ihe  was  acceflkrj  to  herhnlhaed'e 
doMh. 

[^9]  Hift.  Aegoi.  p.  i8o,  ill. 

[60]  See  in  Hift.  Augnft.  p.  198.  Aorelian'i 
teftimony  to  her  merit,  and  for  the  con^neft  of 
Egypt.  Zeifiaiet,  1. 1,  p.  39^  40. 

[61]  Timelant,  Herennianut,  aad  Vabellathttt.. 
It  it  feppoftd  that  the  two  former  were  already 
dead  belbte  the  war.  On  the  lafl,  Aareliaa  be- 
flowed  a  fmall  province  of  Armenia  with  the  ^e 
of  kiag  I  ftveeal  of  his  medals  are  ftiU  eataot.  See 
TOfcaMatf  Ma.  iiL  p.  1 190. 

[6s]  ZaiBiaa,LLp.44, 

[6s]  Vopifeat  (ia  Hit.  AitgaA.>.  at7.)gifet 

ns  an  authentic  letter,  and  a  doobtful  vifion  of 
Aorelian.  ApoUonias  of  Tyana  was  born  about 
the  fame  time  as  Jcfua  Chrifl.  His  life  (that6f 
the  fonner)  is  related  in  fo  fabulous  a  manner  b|r 
ilia  ftaaiic  difciples,  that  we  are  at  a  loia  to  dif- 
cew  whedNT  In  tma  a  Age  or  aa  ispoior. 

[64]  Zofiaus,  I.  i.  p.  46. 

[6{]  At  a  place  called  lonsae.  Ratropius,  Sextet 
Rofaa,  aad  Jerome,  oie^OBOBly  this  firft  battle. 

[66]  Vopifcea  ia  HilL  Aagai.  p.  si 7,  oien* 

tions  only  the  fecond. 

[67]  Zofimoj,  I.  i.  p.  44— 4«.  His  account lof'- 
the  two  battles  is  clear  and  circunTlUntial. 

[68]  It  was  five  haodrcd  and  thirty- fcven  miles 
fiOB  Seleucia,  and  two  beiidred  Ind  three  from  the 
aeareft  coaft  of  Syria,  aceoidaag  to  .the  reckoning  of' 
Pliay,  who,  ia  a  few  werda  (UiA.  Nater.  v.  at.) 
givei  aa  eaeelleat  defcripUoa  of  Palnyra. 

[69]  Sone  Ellglilh  travrll»r5  from  Aleppo  yjC 
amtttd  the  ruins  of  Palmyra,  nbout  the  endof  thclail 
ceaiery.  Our  corioflty  has  fmcebeen  g^ttifiedia  a. 
OMie  fplcndid  manner  by  Meflleurs  Wood  and  Daw« 
kins.  For  the  hidory  of  Palmyra,  we  may  coo* 
fult  the  mallcrly  difTertatioB  of  Dr.  Halley  in  the.' 
Philofophical  Traoraftiona  j  Lowtherp'a-  Aliadgc* 
awat,  vol.  ill.  p-  jiS. 

[7c]  Vopifcns  in  Hift.  Aegaft.  p*  a  18. 

[7 1  ]  From  a  very  doebllal  chroaoloj^y  I  have 
cadeavoercd  to  exuaft  tbe.«Mft-  proteble  date. 
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[7?]  fTrft.  ABj^ft.  p.  2i9.  Zofimw,  1. 1.  p»  5^ 
Tboaph  the  camel  ij  3  heavy  beafi  tf  Iwrfcat  Wf 
may  learn  from  Buffon  and  Shaw,  that  the  ihmmdmj 

it  Avifcer  than  the  flc:t«ft-horfc. 

[73]  Pollioio  Hi£l.  Augon.  p.  199. 

[74]  VofifcttiinHiltAu^utt.  p.  2«9.  Zofunai, 
1.  i.  p.  S  >  • 
(71]  BUL  Aivoft.  p>  119. 

See  Vofiifeatiii  Hift.  Au-u".  p.  2i«.  »4-- 
Ai  an  inf^r.nce  of  bxnry*  it  it  remtrked,  that  he 
hadglafs  v  ir  dows^  He  ww  femtrkiHe  <fle  hh 
flrtflgth  and  appetite,  courai^e  and  dexterity.  From 
the  letter  of  Aurolian,  wc  may  jaftly  jofer,  that 
Firmu  wtt  die  left  of  the  lebds.  tad  coafeqaendf 
that  TetricHi  wat  Ataif  ftppreiM. 

(77]  See  thettionpH  of  Aurellan,  defcribed  by 
Vafittat.  He  relates  the  particuiari,  wiii>  his 
.tffoat  nuMttneTe  s  wd  on  tht»  aeeafioa,  they  i^fm 
«»bekiarati«g.  Uift.  Avgoft.  ato. 

[78]  Among  Larbaroin  rr.tians,  WOnm  TuM 
often  combaied  by  the  fide  of  their  haA«i<l«.  Bot 
itn -ff/Wpf  impoiDblc,  that  a  ibciety  of  Amazoni 
Ihould  ever  h«»0  CJtiaed  cilher  inthe  old  or  new 
world. 

[79]  T'lis  Brtcttt,  hmehet,  or  tiw^Wf 
■  was  ftill  confidered  in  Ituly  as  a  Gdlic  and  Barba- 
liaafaOiion.  The  Ronutu,  however,  had  made 
great  advaneet  toward* it.  Toeacircle  the  legs  and 
thighs  with  fafd^r,  or  bends,  was  eDJcrllood  in 
the  time  of  Pompey  and  Horace,  to  be  a  proof 
«r  ill-ltealth  or  elleminacy.  In  the  age  of  T rajan, 
the  cnftonj  wai  eonhned  to  the  rich  aad  lavoriooi. 
It  gradnallx  was  adopted  bjr  the  met  of  the 
luaplf.  See  a  very  carioos  note  oT  Calantioiit  ad 
SucloB.  in  Au£ii.1.  c.  8j. 

[80]  Moft  probably  the  former ;  the  latter,  feen 
oa  the  medal*  of  Anrelian,  onlf  denote  (accordliig 
10  the  learned  Cardiaal  Noii*)  an  oriental  vifioijr. 

[81]  The  expreffion  of  Calphurnius  fEc!og.  i, 
f o)  Nnlloi  docet  tMftiw  ttiamphos.  as  applied  to 
Rome,  connins  n  nry  manifeft  allnJifia  nndoea- 
fiire. 

[8j]  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Au-i/K  p.  139.  Hi- 
eronym.  in  Cbron.  Pfof^cr  in  Chron.  j;aroaio» 


fappofea  that  Zenobius,  biihop  of  Fiore&ce,  ia  the 
tiae  «r<t.  Aahwre.  erasi  " 


[8}]  Vopi<cMliilLAncnft.p.a82. 

ix.  I  ?.  Viaor  Junior.  But  Pollio  in  Hill.  Aiwnft. 
p.  196,  fays  that  Tctricus  was  made  correilor  of  all 

[84]  Hift.Aeeaft.p.  197.  ' 

(85]  Vopifcus  in  Hid.  Au^ud.  zzz.  Zoiimui, 
1.  i.  p.  $6.  He  placed  ia  it  the  ioM^cs  of  Belas 
and  of  the  Sen.  which  he  had  broog^ht  from  Pd- 
I'lvra.  It  ivaj  dedicated  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign  (&uleb.  in  Chron.)  but  was  aoSk  afliuediy 
b^m  iflniatfttaljr  on  lib  •oedlea.r 

[86]  See  in  the  Auguflan  Hillory,  p.  tto,  the 
omens  of  his  fortune.  His  devotion  10  the  fan  ap- 
pears in  his  letters,  on  his  medals,  and  is  mentioned 
in  the  Cxfars  of  Jaliait*  COflUMSttiie  do  Spaa* 
heim,  p.  io> 

[S7]  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Au^oft.  p.  izr. 

£ti8]  Hift.  Aoguft.  p.  2:2.   Aaieliaa  calls  thoTe 


[89]  Zofimna,  1.  i*  p.  56. 
Anrel.  ViAar. 


Eauopias,  in.  14. 


[90]  Hift.  Aofoft.  p.  222.  Aarel.  Viaor. 

[91]  It  already  raged  before  Aorelian's  return 
from  Egypt.   See  VopifcQs,  who  qnORt  n  origiaal 
Hift.  A^gdL  pu  S44« 


[92]  Vopifcnsio  Hift.  Augult.  p.  at.  The  two 
Vidors.  BntnpinSi  Ix.  14.  Zofimos  ^1.  i.  p.  4).) 
mention*  onljr  three  ftnntors,  and  placM  iMrdeaih 
lieihfn  theoiAeni  ww. 

[  Nulla  catenati  feralis  pompa  fenaiCis 
Camiiicom  laflabit  opus ;  aec  caroerc  plcoo 
InMut  mm  anmenbh  cnria  Patres. 

Calphurn.  Eclog.  i.  6o> 

[94]  According  10  the  younger  Viflor,  he  fome- 
times  wore  the  diadem.  Dtui  and  Dtmmtu  appear 
onUsmedab.' 

[f;]  It  wzi  the  obfcrvation  of  Dlecfctiwi,  5kO 
Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft  p.  224. 

[96]  Vopifcus  in  Ht/l.  Aoguft.  p.  as  I.  Z«fi« 
nut,  I.  i.  p.  S7<  Snuop.  ix.  15.  The  tira  VSaar*. 
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rOXrOPISCUS  in  Hift,  Aoguft.  p.  22«. 

pnuiion  from  tiM  troop*  totbt  ftatti. 

[2]  Vopifcui,  oar  principal  aothoriiy,  wrote 
at  JUptm,  fixtero  yean  only  after  tlie  death  of  Au< 
ffdiao ;  and  befidea  Ute  tcceat  aoioncqr  of  lite  fails* 
conftantly  drawi  hii  matcriali  fion  die  JowBtbof 
tbe  Scri.itr,  an  1  the  original  pap««  tkftUlflM 
library.  Zofimua  and  2oaaraa  apfaar  M  IgMMM 
■f  thk  frfiflio  m  tfcqr  wen  i»  t>"»"*  ^ 
Ronaa  cimftitBtioB. 

(5]  I,iv.  !.  17.  Dionyf.  Halicarn.  1. 51.  p.  1  »5. 
Flutarcb  iu  Nutna^  p.  60.  The  £r&  of  thcfc  wriccrs 
fcUttt  tbe  (lory  like  an  orator,  tbe  fecond  like  a 
lawyer,  and  the  third  like  a  moralift,  and  none  of 
them  probably  withoot  tome  iotermixtiue  of  fable. 

[4]  Vopifcu3  (id  Hill.  AuguA.  p.  127.)  call) him 
*  priaae  Iboteati  c  coafiUaria;'  and  ftoa  afterwards, 
frimrips  ftnatit.  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
monarcbs  of  Rone,  difdainiog  that  hnmble  title* 
MSgned  it  M  ikt  aoft  Mdmc  of  dM  ftMiarir 

[;]  The  onlf  olfcfiioii  to  thU  genealogy,  {•  AaC* 
thc  hiftorian  was  named  CoroeUos,  the  emperor, 
Claudius.   But  under  the  lower  empire*  farBamea. 

[6]  Zonaraa,  1.  xii.  p.  637.  The  Alexandrian 
Chronicle,  by  aa  obfiou  nilUlu,  tiMttfiera  that 
age  to  Aurelian. 

[7]  In  the  year  273,  he  was  ordiaary  confal. 
Bnt  he  moft  have  been  SuiTeaus  fliaaf  jwan  beibfe, 
and  mod  probably  under  Valerian. 

[8]  BU  millia  tainitatitu  Vopifcot  la  Hift. 
Aagull.  p.  229.  This  fnmt  aocpr^ag  to  the  eld 
flandard,  was  equivalent  tOC^lM  hundred  and  forty 
thoniandRomaapouadaof  filver,  each  of  the  valae 
of  tkna  peiads  lleriia(.  Bat  ia  tU  age  of  Taciiai, 
the  cola  liai  loft  nodi  of  its  weiglit  and  pofitjr. 

[9]  After  his  acccflion,  lie  gave  orderj  tli'^t  ten 
copies  of  the  bidorian  ihouid  be  annually  (r;inicril)- 
ed  and  pfaeed  in  the  public  libraries.   The  Roman 
libraries  have  lonj^  fmcr  perlflied,  aad  the  moft  ■ 
valuable  part  of  Tactius  was  pveferved  in  »  Aagh  • 
MA.  a^  ^fiBOffcred  ia  a  maaftcry  of  Wcfiphalia. 


WBtFTW  CHAPTER. 

See  Vayte,  IXaiooatte,  Ate.  Tmdit^nA  Upfim  id 
Aaaal*  iL9. 

[lo]  VopiJcaa  la  HUt  Aogaft.  p^  si7« 

[11]  Hift.  A  i^ufl.  p,228.  Tacitus  addrefled  the 
Prailoriaiu  by  ihc  appellation  of /infj/^flpiasitow, 
aad  the  people  by  that  o^/acratiflmi  ^iritn» 

[12]  Tn  his  manumirilons  he  never  exceeded  the 
nomber  of  an  hundred,  as  limited  by  the  Caninian 
law,  which  wai  enabled  under  Auguflcs,  and  at 
hagtb  repealed  by  Juiftiiuan.  See  Cafoufaon  ad  locuia 
Veplfel. 

[13]  Set  iSm  Wm  of  Tbcitat,  Flonaaot,  aad 

Probtts,  in  the  Aogatan  HiHory ;  we  may  be  well 
aiTured,  that  whatever  the  foldier  gave,  the  fcnator 
kad  tffoadjr  |{tfM* 

[14]  Vopifcui  in  Hift.  Anguft.  p.  216.  Tliepaf- 
iage  ia  perfe£U/  clear  1  yet  both  Caliuiboa  aad  SaU 
mtlot  wilh  to  ODfioA  it. 

[15]  VepifiitiaiaHIll.  Augull.  p.  330.  ata,  aj}. 
The  fenators  celebrated  the  happf  'idUiilm  witH 

becatombs  and  public  rrjolcinga."  •  *  '    •  • 

.       ^tft.  Aaf9ft»pi  aiB. 

[17]  Vopifrus  in  Hift.  Aagaft.  p.  rjo.  ZoGmuj, 
1.  i.  p.  57.  Zonaras,  I.  xii.  p.  637.  Two  paflagcs 
in  the  life  of  Probua  (p.  236.  238.)  cooviooe  ae, 
that  thcfc.  Scythian  invaders  of  Pontus  were  Alaai. 
If  we  may  believe  Zolitous  (I.  i.  p.  i;8.}  noriaaua-' 
purfucd  them  as  far  as  the  Cimmerian  Bofphoroai 
Hot  he  had  (isajrceiy  time  ibr  ta  loag  aad  difimlt  aa 
cxpeditioa. 

[18]  Eatroplus  and  Aureliot  VfAor  only  fay  thlT 
ho  dicdt  ViAor  junior  adds,  that  it  was  of  m 
ftm.  Zofiaioa  and  Zonarai  affirm,  that  ha  waa 
killed  by  the  Ibldien.   Vopifcui  mentidm  both  ae> 

cccr.C!,  and  fcems  to  hefitatc.    Yet  Stuif  thilb 

jarring  opiuioni  arc  cafiJy  icconcikd. 

nrii  Aceordiag  to  the  two  Vi£tW4«  he  nagHUL 
cx^cily  t'vo  handred  days. 

[ao]  Hifi^  Augull.  p»  43s.-  Zofimes,  L  i.  p.  58^ 
59.  ZoBirti,  L  aii.  p.  637.  Anraiiiu  ViAor  fays, 

that 
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dist  Prabttt  dfimed  dw  empire  in  niyriein }  to 

opinion  which  (though  adopted  by  a  very  learned 
nan)  would  throw  that  period  of  hifiory  into  ia< 
wifh  iMb  onfii  (ten. 

[ai]  Hit.  Aagoft.  p.  itg. 

[22]  He  wu  to  ftnd  jodget  to  tke  Panhtsflt, 
Pctfiang,  and  Sarmatlanit  a  prefideot  toTaprobana, 
dad  a  proconrul  10  the  Roman  ifland  (fuppofcd  by 
CMraboa  nd  Salnafim  to  neaa  Britain).  S«ch  ■ 

hiflory  ai  mine  (fays  Vopifcus  wiih  proper  moJcP.y) 
will  not  fubfift  a  thonfand  years  to  cxpofc  or  juiiify 
iIm  picdiAiM. 

(x|]  For  the  pntate  Ufe  of  FMbm,  Ae  Vigikm 

[24]  According  to  the  Alcrandriaa  ChlOWClet 
he  was  fifty  at  the  time  of  his  dc-th. 

The  letter  wa*  addrefled  to  the  pntorian 
prarreft,  whom  (oneoodiiioB.of  Ua  gpodbchavioni) 

he  proroifcd  to  continM  hk      gicst  oCoc.  6e« 

Hill.  Auguft.  p.  Z37. 

[s6]  Vopilctts  io  Hift.  Angofi.  p.  The 
4ato  of  the  letter  ia  tOmdlj  faoltf*  Infttid  of 
ifuh  fthwtr,  «e  naj  fe«l  Nm,  S^^* 

[27]  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  238.  It  it  odd,  chaitli* 
{enaie  ihoold  treat  Prabm  left  favourably  tbaa  Mai^ 
c«i  AntoniiHM.  That  prince  had  i«ct»td«  ctM 

lore  the  death  of  t'ius  Jut  jmmtM  nbHmb,  8m 
Capitolin.  in  Hid.  Augulh  p.  24. 

[28]  See  thedatifal  letter  of  Proboi  to  the  feoatf, 
after  hi*  German  viAoriet.   Hift>  Augoft.  p  339. 

[29]  The  date  and  duration  of  the  reign  ofPro* 
bai  are  very  corrcflly  afcertaincd  by  Cardinal  N'orii, 
in  hi(  learned  work,  De  Epochit  Syro>Mac«donwit 
p.  96 — icf .  A  paiTage  of  Bufebwa  cooacfla  tke 
fecond  years  of  Proboii  with  the  sns  of  fefCtll  of 
the  Syrian  cities. 

[30]  Vopifcus  in  liill.  Auguft.  p.  239. 

Zofimus  (1.  i.  p.  62—65.)  tcUt  •  veiy  long 
■ad  trifling  ftory  of  Lyciiu  the  IGnriu  rotbcr. 

[32]  Zolim.  1.  i.  p.  6;.  Vopifcoi  io  Hiil.  Au- 
t^f  P*  *S9p  >40b  BMit  Aeuiaciedible,  tktt  the 

tf 


defeat  of  tho.  SsHfei  of  iBAiopM  coeM  eAft  dbe 
Ftriea  monarcli. 

[33]  TcfiJrs  thefe  well-known  chiefs,  fereral 
otheri  are  named  by  Vopifcui  (Hift.  Aagalt.  p. 
t|i),  whoA  oftioM  have  not  iMcked  o«r  1cao«w 
ledge. 

[34]  See  the  Cefan  of  JaMn  and  ffii,  AngolL 

p.  2j8,  24c,  241.  " 

[}S]  ZofiiMi,  1.  i.  p.  6a.  Hi(L  Adgnll.  p.  240. 
Bet  the  latter  fnppoftt  the  pnaifanfem  ioaiaed  with 
the  confcnt  of  their  Itnigi}  if  fibic  wetpeniallike 

the  offence. 

[36]  See  Clnver.Germania  Antlqui,  I.  iii.  Pco- 
lemy  places  in  their  couatiy  the  city  of  Calula, 
pfoteblyCimh-io  Slldb. 

[37]  fmHttmhm,  iathcapnfioKorTacaiMs 
it  i*  ferdy  tveqr  bold  oae. 

.[3»]Tecit.Oei»Mb(C4s4. 
£}9]  Vo^oa  ia  HUL  AeidLp^  ajt. 

[40]  Hill.  AttfoJL  p.  238,  ty9*  Vepifcaa  qaotei 
flatter  from  theempeior  to  the  fenate.  in  which  he 
mBodma  hia  dcfign  of  reducing  Germany  into  a 

[41]  Strabo,  1.  vii.  According  to  Velleias  Pater- 
culaa  (ii.  108.}  Marobodau  led  hia  htwcooiaani 
Into  BoImbub  s  Claverim  (Gerau.  Aaiif.  'm.  >.) 
pravestkititweafioai  Swifaii. 

[42]  Thcfc  fetilers  from  the  payment  of  tythei 
were  dcnofflinatcd,  Duwmatu,   Tacit.  Gennania, 

[43]  See  Nottf  de  I'AUii  de  la  Bleterie  1  h 
Oetmanie  de  Tacitc,  p.  183.  His  account  of  the 
wall  it  chiefly  borrowed  (as  be  fayi  himfclfj  from 
the  4lfi^  /^fMteof  Sehspdin. 

[44]  See  Recherchei  fnr  let  CUnoii  et  let  Egyp- 
tiens,  tom.  ii.  p  f?i— 10:.  The  anony moo  1  author 
ia  well  acquainted  with  the  globe  in  general,  ead 
withGennaof  in  partioHlar:  with  regard  to  the 
latter,  he  quotes  a  work  of  M,  Heofelmaa  ;  but 
he  feems  to  confound  the  wall  of  Pwbu,  deiigaed 
«fdath«<iUeB«Mii  with  the  Mkaiioa«f  the 

Met* 
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NOTES  ON  THE  TWELFTH  CHAPTER. 


Matiiaci,  conflruflcd  in  the  ac^UonfaiOOd  of 
Francfort  againfl  the  Catti. 

[45]  Hediftributed  about  fifty  or  Tirty  Barbarlanito 
tJilmmtnu,  a*  it  wat  then  called,  a  corps  with  whofc 
♦tabliftwd  siimberwvweiiocfinaijr  aeqwusted. 

Cmdra^  Brittad^  IntfodafliaB,  p.  1  j6 1 
bat  he  fptakt  ffom  s  mif  dMbclblcoqjaaai*. 

f47]  Zofimus,  1.  i.  p.  6:.  According  to  Vo« 
pircus,  another  body  of  Vandals  was  lefs  faithful. 

[4  8]  Uia.  Auf  aO.  p.  140,  Ttej  imm  ptalwlilf 
ap»l!edbf  tlw.Gotbi.  Zofia.  1.  i.  p. 

[49]  Hift.  Aogaf!.  p.  240. 

[j-o]  Panegyr.  Vet.  v.  18.    ZoGmui,  I.  i.  p,  66. 

[51]  Vopifcus  in  Hid.  Augoft.  p.  fl4{,  246, 
The  HBlbrnuate  orator  had  Ihidted  rbeterie  at  Car- 
thage, and  was  therefore  more  proli.ibly  a  Moor 
(Zofin.  1,  t.  p.  6c0  than  a  Caul,  as  Vopifcus  calia 

ZoumMt  1«  xu.  p.  638. 

[jj]  A  very  rurprifing  inllance  is  recorded  of  the 
prowefs  of  Procnlas.  He  had  taken  one  hundred 
Samatiaa  tiigiu.  The  »efi  of  the  floi/  he  nail 
relate  ia  bis  own  language  ;  Ex  bit  mI  noAe  da> 
cem  inivi :  onnes  taraen,  cjuod  in  me  erat,  muli- 
eres  intra  die*  qaiadecim  rcddidi.  Vopifcat  in  Hiit, 

[$4]  Procolus,  who  was  a  native  of  Albeogae  oa 
«1ie  G€noefe  coaft,  anMd  tm^  dioaliad  of  Ua  oira 
llaTes,  nil  riches  were  f rear,  but  they  were  ac- 
^ulicd  by  robbery.  It  was  afterwards  a  fajmg  of 
hit  ftnily,  Nec  latronea  oft,  aeepriadpaa  AM 
placeie.  Vopiftoa  ia  Hift.  Aqgdl.  S47. 

[55]  Hift.  Aatoft.  p.  S40. 

[s6]'ZofiB.].Lp,  66. 

[57]  Hift.  Ajignft.  p.  2j|5. 

[58]  Aurel.  Viftor  to  Prob.  But  the  policy  of 
Hannibal,  unnoticed  by  any  raorc  ancient  writer, 
is  iri«coaciiable  with  the  hiftory  of  his  life.  He 
loft  Africa  «iMa  ho  ma  aiae  jreara  oMi  jrcMraad 
to  it  whan  he  wia  fattf-itt,  aed  iauaadiaidljr  loft 


Jut  amy  ia  the  Mfira  battle  of  Zaaa*  UiAu, 
XXX.  37. 

Hift.  Auguft.  p.  240.  Eutrop.  Ix.  17. 
Aurcl.  Vidor  in  Prob.  ViAor  Joaior.  He  revoked 
the  praiiiUtiffli  of  Doaiidaa,  aadgnated  a  paiial 
permiflion  of  planting  vines  to  dw  Gtall^  tbt 

Britons,  and  the  Panaoniaas. 

{60]  Jolian  bellows  a  fevere,  and  indeed  excef- 
fiva  ceafof*  oa  the  rigoor  of  Probus,  who,  at  he 
tUalc*,  alaioft  defoved  ISa  hat, 

[61]  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  241.  He  Ia> 
vUbet  on  this  idle  liope  « large  flock  of  t erjr  fodilli 
eloquence. 

(62]  Tarns  ferrata.  It  feemt  to  have  been  a 
aaaveobU  tower*  aad  Ciled  wiib  ii«B. 

[63]  Probus,  etvercpfohMfltateft:  VMaroani- 
am  gentium  Barbetanuat  viaoredam^faaabraab 

[64]  Yet  all  this  may  be  conciliated.  He  wasbOM 
at  Narbonne,  in  lUyricum,  confounded  by  Ealr^ 
pint  with  the  more  finaoat  of  ibat  eaaw  ia 
Gaul.  His  father  might  be  an  African,  and  hit 
mother  a  noble  Roman.  Carot  himfelf  wat  edu- 
cated in  the  Capltd.  8«B  SoJiger  AabaadvertiM, 
ad  Eufeb.  Chron.  p.  t4r. 

[6{]  Probathadrcquefted  of  tbe  fenatean  eqaef- 
trian  flatae,  aad  aaurble  palace,  at  the  public  ax- 
pence,  as  a  juft  recompenfe  of  the  fingolar  MriCflf 
Cams.    Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  1491. 

£66]  Vopircttt  in  Hift.  Angnft.  p.  242.  249. 
JoMta  cxctadea  tbe  aaiperar  Carat  and  both  hia 
finu  fioBt  thebaaqaetof  the  Caftia. 

(67]  John  Malela,  torn.  i.  p.  401.  But  the  aa- 
dioriqr  of  that  igoftraat  Greek  it  very  fljgh^ 
He  ridieeloallf  derivet  from  Carat,  ibe  city  of 
Carrhz,  and  the  province  of  Cariat  the  Ittftr  of 
which  is  mentioaed  by  Homer. 

[68]  Hift.  Aug.  p,  e49.  Carat  congratulated 
tbe  fenate,  .that  one  «f  diekowa  order  was  made 

emperor. 

(69]  Hift.  Aug.  p.  S4t. 

[70)  See  the  lirft  eclogue  of  Calphurn'oi.  The 
defign  of  it  is  preferred  by  f  onteacllc,  to  that  of 
Viigir*  PoUie.  Sec  torn.  ui.pki4B. 

f  [71J  Hift. 


I  NOTES  ON  THE 

[71]  Hil  AugnlbrtsSt*    Eampiaa*  ix.  IB. 

P*gi.  Aonal. 

[jt]  Agitbus.l.  ir.  p.  135.  Wefi*4«BeorUt 
flq^Afi  in  the  BibIio(he<|ae  Ofiflotife  af  M.  d'Hcr- 
keiot.  "  The  deiakUm  of  haiiuiqr  uicltdm  «U 
Atter  virtues." 

(73]  Synefiu*  telU  flui  Bory  of  C*f|M»|  mAU 
b  moch  more  natur&l  to  underHand  it  of  Cvu, 
ibu  (u  Pottnu  Md  TilkmoBt  dial*  w  4o}  of 
Probas. 

(74]  Vpinftvi  ia  Hift.  Aligi^.  p.  «S0« 
|lM»is.it*  TtetiroViaan. 

[7^]  To  tbePWfilBTiAaty  orCarus,  T  refer  the 
^Ogae  of  tlK  PMfmrit,  wkich  has  (b  long  bcea 
ta  ebJcA  a#  M^ali  insng  tto  iMiMd.  Bat  t» 
explain  and  jttSljf  Uf  •jtiaita*  wmM  Nfaift  ft 

4iirertatioo. 

'  [76]  Hift.  Aagall.  p.  zjo.  Yet  Eatropiui, 
JMtMi  Rafa*.  tto  tira  Viaors,  JdaoH^  fidoaiai 

V^pollinarii,  Synccllus,  and  Zonuil^  all  afilibt 
tkc  death  of  Carui  to  lightning. 

1^77]  See  Nemefian.  Cynegcticon,  r.  71,  Sec. 

■  (78]  8m  FeAna  aad  hia  comoMatatori,  on  tbe 
word  SrrtUHbmmm.   PUtv  ftrack  anlk  l%hiBiBtp 

were  farrounded  with  a  wall :  lAAgv  «««  batied 
with  myfterioQs  ceremony. 

■  [79}  VopifctM  in  Hift.  Aaguft.  p.  a(«>.  Aordiat 
Viaw  ftaauto  b«lim  fndiaiea*  aad.w  ap- 
pava  tke  iMinf »  .... 

fRc]  Nemerian.  C)  negetkea«V.  6f.   Hf  wai  a 

contemporary,  but  a  poet. 

[8i3  CoMetiiariMj.  Tbi»  word,  (b  hoiablc  in 
in  aiiflhit  faa  bf  a  fiogiiUr  fonaao  raft  late  the 

title  of  the  firft  great  office  of  ftate  in  the  monirchiei 
of  fiuropc.  See  Cafaubon  and  i>alisallu«,  ad  kii&, 
Aagaft.^  s$3* 

l»x}  Vopifcaiia  His.  AngalL  p.  2$},  254.  Eu. 
m^inat  iz.  19.  Viftor  Jonior.  The  reign  of  Dio- 
«^dmi  iadccd  WU  ib  long  and  profperoa«,  Aaf  it 
tnui^  hava  btaa  vtrjr  aafinroanbla  M  thefiuMflf 

CarinoJi 

[8j]  Vopilcaa  in  Hift.  Augnft.  p.  sj4.  He  mlU 
MaOnaif  bat  tbe  fenft  it  foficintlj  «bvto«b  aad 
lb«  wavb  not  aftea  aoafeaadad. 


ELPTR  CBAPTER. 

[84]  Sea  Calpbatatas.  Bckc.  viL  4}*  W» 
oMjr  oMetve,  ikat  dw  ijpaAadetaf  Ftabn  vere  fiiU 
recent,  and  tbak  tha  poM  it  bcomiti  by  lk» 

biftoriait. 

[85]  The  philofopher  Montaigne  (Eflaii,  I.  iit. 
6.>'gtm  «  wff  jail  and  UMly  vie*  «f  XmuB 

magnificence  in  thcfe  fpcQaclee. 

[86]  Vopifcna  in  Hift.  Angnft.  p.  140. 

X87]  Tbcjr  art  calW  OMfrii,  bo*  tba  attaber 
ia  too  iatoafidaraUk  for  mere  wiM  afti.  Caper 
(de  Elephaniis  Exerciut.  ii  7.)  hii  proved  fronv 
Oppiin.  IHon,  and  aa  nnooyaiona  Oioefc,  tbat 
sebna  bad  beta  Am  ai  tuaam.  tkef  «m 
brought  front  Sam  idaad  af  tba  ooMa*  parbapa 

kladagafcar. 

[Si]  Cariaui  gave  aa  kippopotuaos  (Cee  Cal> 
pbani*  Edog.  TiL  660*  Ja-thalaierfpaftaefef,  E 

do  not  recoiled  any  crocodiIet»  of  wbkh  Auguftoa 
once  exhibited  thirty-fix.    Dion  Cafiu,  L  ]r» 

[89]  Cipilolin.  in  Hill.  Auguft.  p.  164.  r'f. 
We  are  not  acqnainted  with  the  animals  whont 
he  calla  ivehtlmlttt,  fkmt  read  argtiimttt^ 
tAm-^kUuiu:  batb  coitaaioa*  sie  mejr  a»- 
gatory. 

[90]  Plia.  Hift.  Natar.wiL  6.iraai  theannaia  of 

[91]  See  llaflei,  Veroob  lOaftrau,  P.  iv.l.  u 

[92}  Mallei,  1.  ii  c.  2.  The  height  was  very  nsck 
exaggerated  by  the  ancients.  It  reached  almoS  to 
Ae  bearens,  according  to  Calphurnins,  (Edog. 
vii.  23.)  and  farpailied  the  ken  of  human  fight, 
aacordiag  ta  Aaunianea  bhrcelliana  (xvi.  le). 
Yet  bo*  ttiSiagw  the  gmt  pjrcMMd  of  Egyp^ 
wbidi  rffta  goo  ftct  perpeadicatwi 

[93]  According  to  diftertnt  copies  of  Viflnr. 
we  read  77,000,  or  87,000  fpedjuors;  but  Maiei 
(L  ii.  c.  IS.)  Aadi  ronm  on  the  opev  Ihau  for  no 
■MMc  diaa  54*000.  Tbe  leaaiader  arcra  ceaiatBed 
ia  tha  apper  coeaicd  gatkiiMb 

[94]  See  MafSri,  I.  IL  t.  5— t s.  He  treat  Ac 
very  difficult  fubjefl  with  all  poiRble  cicameli, 
and  like  an  archi(c£i,  as  well  as  an  anilquariao. 

[95]  Calphnrn.  Edog,  vii.  64.  7}.  Theft 
Itae*  aie  cariMMii  iMd  dM-adMlk  Btl^aa  baa  beta 
«f  kfiaitadbaoMafii.  Orifbniai^  at  walla 
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■MartU*  (fte  hit  firfi  book)  ass  a  poet,  bat  when 
ihay  Hlff**"*  the  anphttkcatre,  they  both  wrote 
sir  onrn  fcafci.  and  to  ihoTe  of  the  RomtDt. 


[96]  Confull  PJJa.  Hift.  Nauir.  Jixxiii.  16. 

[97]  Balteaa  en  gemmit,  en  inlita  ponkw 
■  MdUitt.fcc.Cdptam.wl. 


[9S]  Et  Mf valtuj  et  ApoHinis  effe  putivi, 
iky»Cllpltiint«*t  ^<  J°'*°  MalcU.  who  had  per- 
Wp«  plAwo  «f  CuiMi,  ddbiibM  him  as 
tMA|  ftflrti  UMi  white,  torn.  i.  p.  403. 

'  [99]  ^^"^  rcfi*rd  to  the  time  whan  Ifaeit  B«MB«a 
|Mnei  were  celebrate^,  Sctlitcr*  MMpfa»  m4 
Ciipcr,  h»»e  giten  themfelves  a  gwwillaf  mmr 

Ue  to  perplex  a  very  dear  fgbjeft. 

[100]  Ncmcfiaaus  (in  the  Cynegeuconi)  feem» 
to  anitcpaiB  la  kia-teqr  AM  Ml|kiMa4af. 

Cl«l)  He  won  all  the  crown*  fio«  Ncmeliaauj, 
with  whom  he  vied  in  didaftic  poetry.  The  fesate 
dtfted  a  ftatoe  to  the  fon  of  Carat,  wfch  «  wy 
anUllBmu  infeription,  To  the  nioft  powerful  of 
^nmrt."    See  Vopifcus  in  Hift.  Augaft.  p.  251. 

[loi]  A  mate  Mktural  caufe  at  le«ft,  than  that 
aTiened  by  Vopifcui,  (Hift.  Aog«ft.     ifi^  «■ 
-         -  rtehiitehu'adMilb 


(103]  la  the  FeriiAn  war,  Aper  wu  f«fpe6te4  af 
adii«BMb«W|rCiraa.  i£ft.  Aifot.  p.  «^ 

[  104]  We  ire  oblig^  to  the  Alexaadriaa  Chro- 
nicle, p.  274,  for  the  kaffwkdge  of  th*  liqc 
place  where  Dncletian  wM  dcded  em| 


Hift.  AngniUp.  aji.  Eatrop.  ix.  18. 
IBtiWjWl.  ia  ClMa.  According  to  thefe  JiJidcM 
writen,  the  death  of  Nainerian  wa»  dilco»ered  by 
the  Oench  of  hit  dead  body.  Coald  m  aiOfBatic* 
U  Itaad  ia  dw  iBfeiiil  hoofihelf; 

[106}  AanLyifiBb  Bitttopitii  tb  ao*  Wm»' 


:  Iml  V«f¥bu  ia  Hift.  Augufi.  p.  2;!.  Tb« 
rcafon  why  Diocletian  killed  Afir,  (a  wUd  bfai) 
wu  founded  on  a  prophecy  and  a  pun,  U I 
dh^ateiNltr 


[1083  EotTOfifM  iMiAn  Iti 
ratcly  ;  it  was  between  the  Mont  Aitrcns  aod  Vi- 
miniacnai.  M.  Daaviile,  (Geographic  Ancieaoe, 
Mu  I,  p.  fUoM  Margaa  at  KaAoUia  ia 
,  a  linia  bdmr  JMCnMe  lad  fi^cndiin. ; 


[109]  Hift.  Angoft.  p.  254.  Eauwpiait  Is.  M» 
AanliotViaor.  Vifior  in  Epimu. 


MOT«S  ON  THB  THIRTEENTH  CHAPTER. 


19. 


Viaoria  Bpitoi 


[0  C  UTROP.  ix.  . 

The  town  fmn  to  have  been  prqperly 
Dodia.  from  a  fmall  iribn  of  UljuMM  j  (fee  CeU*. 
nut.  Geograph.  Antiqaa^tOVW  i.p.  393«) 
^Higi— 1  juune  of  the  fortunate  flave  wat  probably 
Podet.  be  iooglheBed  it  to  the  Grecian  har* 
■way  of  Dindn,  waA  at  length  to  the  Roman  ma- 
jcfty  of  Diocletianut.  He  likewife  afiuned  the 
Patiician  name  of  Valerini ,  aod  it  is  nfnally  pvea 
UBtayAaMllatViaar. 


W 
iNokor 


on  the  iixth  fatire  of  the 
Cerad.  Napoa,  ia  Vit.  fia 


c.  I. 


[jl  Laftaoiint  (or  whoever  wat  the  asdMr  of 
^  little  tieatife  De  Mortjbas  Perrecotorum.)  ac< 
cifttDiadHiaa  of  itec^ ia  two plac««.  c.  7»  8. 


la  Cliap.  9.  lie  %i  of 


erat  ia<oauiite- 

..If 


[4]  In  thii  encomium,  Aureliui  ViSor  feems  to 
coavey  a  jail*  though  indireA  ccnfnre  of  the  croelcy 
flf  Cbaf aadijab  It  app^^i  iron  the  Pafii,  (that 
AriHobuluj  remained  praefea  of  the  city,  and  that 
he  c^ded  with  Diocleu^.  the  confaUiap  which  he 
"tCadavK 


(flAaidiBt 


Sfallift. 


p.  30. 


[6]  The  queftion  of  the  time  when  Maximian  tt. 
ceivcd  the  honoun  of  Ciefir  and  Aaguaut  bat  di. 
tided  aradeiacriticn  and  givea  occafion  to  a  gmt 
deal  of  learned  wrangling.  I  have  followed  M.  de 
Tillemofit,  tHiftoire  dct  Emperenr*,  torn.  iv.  p. 

fa  5<»^®5) 


la 


MOTES  ON  TBE  THIRTEENTH  CHAPTER. 


503— 5:>S.)<AoliwirRglMd  dMftvenliwfiHM  and 
difliailiiM  with  kit  ftnipplMi  icoinqr. 

[7]  In  an  oration  delivered  before  him,  (Pa- 
negyr.  Vet.  ii.  8.)  Mamerd&as  cxprdTes  a  donbc 
wbcdMv  Ml  ket»,  k  krindnj  tke  coadoft  of 
Hannibal  and  Scipio,  had  ever  heard  of  their  name*. 
From  Uience  we  may  fairly  infer,  that  Maximiaa 
was  HI0C«  defiroos  of  being  confidcred  as  a  foldiav 
Am  as  a  man  of  letters :  and  it  i«  in  this  manner 
Aat  we  can  often  traaOate  the  hngoacc  of  flatter/ 
ii(o  that  of  truth. 

(<]  LiAintius  de  M.  P.  e.  t.  AatdbtViaor. 

At  among  the  Panegyrics,  we  find  OfttioBS  pro* 
noanced  in  praifc  of  Maximian,  and  Others  which 
flatter  his  adverfaries  at  his  expencs^  «t  dVliv* 
fome  knowledge  from  the  contrail. 

[9]  See  the  fecond  and  third  Panqgrria*  partt- 
colarly  iii.  ti-  10.  M.  hot  it  wonld  be  tedioos  to 
copy  the  dlffiife  and  aAAed.  expreffions  of  their 
iaUe  cloqaeaoe.  With  cc^fd  to  the  titles*  coaAilt 
And.  Viaor,  LiBaatiu  dc  M. P. *c.  js.  Spa*. 
Mm  de  Ulb  NaaifiDMm.       Oiflertat.  xiuS. 

[to]  Anidiss  Viaor.  Vi£lor  in  Epitome. 
Kattop.ix.  at.  LaAaiit.deM.F.c*  8.  Uicnmjw. 
ia  Chron. 

[11]  It  is  only  amoDg  the  modern  Greeks  that 
TSlleHODt  can  difcover  hit  appellation  of  Chlonia. 
Any  remarkable  degree  of  palenefs  fcems  incon- 
fiilent  with  the  ru&tr  mentioned  in  Paaegyr^. 
»-  19. 

{tt}  Jelfaa,  the  grandfbn  ofGonifaMtiae,  boalli 

that  his  family"  was  derived  from  the  warlike 
Mxiiaat.  Mifopogon,  p.  3^.  The  Dardanians 
dwelt  OB  the  edge  nfUmSa, 

[13]  Galerias  married  Valeviii,  the  daeghter  of 

Diocletian;  if  wef^jeak  with  flrif^rcr?,  Theodora, 
the  wife  of  ConAaniint,  was  daughter  only  to  the 
wUceriHaiuMaiu  S}^uhetm  DiArtat.  xi.  a. 

[14]  ThltfvflSon  agrees  with  that  of  the  fbor 

przfef^ures ;  yet  ihcre  is  fotne  rcafbn  to  doubt  whe- 
ther Spain  was  not  a  province  of  MaxiraiaB.  See 
TIlleiBOBt*  tea.  iv.  p-  517. 

[15]  Julian  In  Calhrib.  p.  315.  SpaaMm^ 
MM*  ID  the  Inach  trudlatioBt  p.  i». 


[t6]  The  general  nam*  of  (in  the  Ggnl;;.^ 

leation  of  Rebels)  cantinaed  till  the  f:fih  century 
Ml  Gaol.  Some  critics  derive  it  from  a  Celtic  woid 
Bajati,  a  tamuttuoos  adamblj.  8cal|gtr  ad  EMk 
Du  Cange  Gloflar. 

[17]  Chroniqoe  dc  Froiflitrt,  vol.  i.  c.  i^z.  ii. 
73—79.    The  maivete  of  luj  flory  it  loil  in  our  beft 
modern  writers. 

[18]  CatfardaBeH.GalBc.  vi.  13.  Orgetoriib 
the  Helvetian,  could  arm  fir  his  dafiuw  A.bodf  of 

ten  thoufand  flaves. 

[19]  Their  oppreffion  and  niferjr  are  acknow* 
lM%edb)rEnatniBs.(Faa^.ii.t»)  Galliaaefit. 
ratas  injuitts. 

[xo]  Ftaegjnr.  Vet.  8. 4.  Aaidins  VtAar. 

[11]  i£lianus  and  Amanduj.     We  have  medals 

coined  by  them.  Goltuus  ia  Thef.  R.  A.  p. 
ilj,  IXk 

f  ai]  Levibaa  ptidib  deaiBic.  EatNSb  ii;  90». 

[«3]  The  faft  refts  indeed  on  ray  Oight  atttbe« 

rity,  a  life- of  S:.  E.iboIirn;s,  which  is  probably  of 
the  ferenth  century.  See  Dachefae  ScriploiC^ 
RiBi.  FfiBcicara  toot.  i.  p.  66a» 

[tf]  Aardlna  ViAor  caDs  them  Gernana.  Bii> 

tro[iu'  71.)  givcj  thctn  the  oainc  of  Saxons. 
But  Eutropius  lived  in  the  enfuing  centaryt  andr 
liwns  to  u£t  ^  langnage  of  his  tiaw. 

tis]Thetfamexprelfiomof  Bnfnpiut,  Aorelias 
ViAor.  end  Enmenins.  **  viliflime  satus."  "  Bau^. 
lim  altraraot,**  and  **  Menaptae  cfvis,"  give  us  a 

d^iubtt'ul  accou'ic  of  the  birth  of  Caraufius.  Dr. 
Stokely.  however,  (iitft.  of  Caraafiast  p.6a  )chalcs 
to  make  htm  a  native  of  St..  David's,  and  n  pitnea 

of  the  b!ocd  royal  of  Brituin.    The  former  idea  ha 

had  loand  in  Richard  of  Cirencedcr,  p.  44. 

[z6]  Panegyr.  v.  la.   Btixalo  at  this  time  was 
ficiMC,  and  Sightly  guarded. 

[S7]  Panegyr.  Vet.  v.  ti*  vii.  c.  The  orator 

Eumenins  wiihed  to  exalt  tho  glory  of  the  hetO 
((Jonltantius) ■  V'i>h  the  importance  uJ'ii;e  conc^ueilt 
Nocwithllanding  cur  I  .ud.>ble  partiality  for  our  na- 
tive country,  it  it  difficult  to  conceive,  that  in  the 
beginning  1^ the  foaith  cantury,  England  defervcd 
e#  theft  cOBBiandatioaa.  A  caniary  aad  half  bo. 
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fore,  it  hardly  paid  Its  Mra  dhUiHuMBC  Sn 
Appiia  in  Proxm. 

[28]  As  a  great  nntnber  of  medals  of  Caraofiuf 
are  fiill  preferired,  lie  is  become  a  very  favourite 
olgeaof  andquariau  cariofity,  and  every  circum- 
ftanoeor  hii  tile  and  aaions  has  been  invettigated 
with  fagacious  accuracy.  Dr.  Stukely  in  particular 
hu  devoted  a  large  volume  lo  the  Britifli  Emperor. 
I  baveoftd  hi*  BMUttiaIi»  aad  z^eOed  aoft  of  Ua 
fiacifiil  coajeOum. 

[29]  When  Mamertinns  pronoonced  bti  fitfl 
panegyric,  the  naval  prcparationi  of  Maximian  were 
compkted:  and  the  enter  prciaged  an  aflhicd 

viAory.  Hi*  lilencc  in  the  feccnd  rane;»yric,  might 
alone  inform  us,  ihut  the  expedition  had  not  fac> 


[3c  ]  Aurelius  Vidor,  Entrppaaa,  tui  dw  aadab 
(Pax  Attggg.)  inform  ua  of  thia  temporary  recond- 
lialiont  though  I  will  not  ptefiime  (aa  Dr.  StulceJy 
katipnt,  hfatallic  Hiilory  of  Caraufina»  p.  86^  ftc) 
10  infert  the  identical  ariidet  of  (he  treaty. 

[}t]  With  regard  to  the  recovery  of  Britain, 
we  obtain  »  ftw  hiou  from  Aordiat  Viflor  and 
Eotropina.  . 

[3s]  John  Maldft.  kk  Cbro».  Aatiodhn,  tour.  i. 

p.  408,  409. 

[j3j  Zofimoc,  1.  i.  p.  3.   That  partial  hlfloriaa 
ftcms  to  celebrate  the  vigilaooe  of  Diodetian. 
with   the  dcfign  of  expofingthe  negUgence  of 
Conflantice;  we  may,  hawerefr  liAea  to  as  on-> 
tar,  **  Nam  quid  ego  alarum  et  cohordmm  cafin 

pcrccrfcam,  toto  [Nheni  ft  Iftr;     y^^pbrMli  l^jtff 

rellicuta,  Panegyr.  \  cu  iv.  i8» 

[34]  Ruunt  omnes  in  fanguinem  fuum  populi, 
quibus  noa  cOMig|c  cfflh  Romanis,  oblUoataiqae 
fetitatis  pcenas  nunc  fponte  perfolvunt.  Panegyr. 
Vet.  iii.  16.  Mamertinui  illuArates  the  f2&,  by 
the  example  of  aliaoft  all  the  natioBs  of  the  worid. 

£^5]  He  complained,  though  not  vnA  theHriA- 
cfliruih;  "  Jam  fluxifTc  annos  qaindccim  in  qui- 
btts,  in  !!iyiico,  ad  ripam  Danubii  telcgatoa  cum 
gentibua  bubitia  Inaam.**  LaAaat*  de  H  P. 
c.  18. 

[36]  In  the  Greek  text  of  Eufcbiui,  we  read  (i.x 
Aouiasd,  a  number  which  I  have  ptdcrrcd  to  the 


ffxty  thcufard  of  Jerome,  Crofia^BalfCflM^  uA 

his  Greek  tranflator  Pa;anini. 
[37]  Panegyr.  Vet.  vii.  ai. 

fjl]  There  was  a  lettknentef  the  Samadani  iv 

the  neighbourhood  of  Treves,  which  fccms  to  have 
been  deferred  by  thofe  lazy  Barbariaoi :  Aufooius 
fpeaka  of  them  ia  UaMaftUe. 

Undc  iter  ingrcdicns  nemorofa  per  avia  foloH^ 
£t  nulla  humani  fpcdani  vdligia  caltos 

Arvaqiie  Saoroniat&m  oapermetata  colenis. 
There  was  a  town  of  the  Carpiin  the  Lower  MxCa^ 

[39J       the  rhetorical  ntaliation  of  Rnmeaiaak 
Fuegyr.  viL  ^ 

['40]  Scaltger  {AtSmt/Sntf,  *t  Belbb.  p.  t43.y 
decides  in  his  ufual  manner,  tliat  the  Quinque 
gentiani.  or  five  African  oatioos,  were  the  five  great 
cities,  the  Peatapolia  of  the  iaelfaaee  ftwiaea 

of  Cyrene. 

[4 1 J  After  his  defeat,  Julian  ftabbed  himielf 
with  a  dagger.  «ad  inmediatelr  leaped  iata  the 
'  -      Viaoriar  * 


[42]  Ta  ferccidimos  TiT  url^jr  ?.t  populo;  ioacceffi*. 
aontiunjugis  et  naturali  oianiiione  fideatet,  CX' 
peigBati,  iccapiCi,  tnalblifll.  Faaegyr.  Vet  vi,  8» 

l4$}  See  the  delbipttoa  of  Aleaadria  ia  Htr. 
tlotde  BeL  Alenndjia.  Ci  5. 

[44]  Eutrop.  ix.  24.    OfoGuJ,  vii.  25,  Johrr 
Maleia  in  Chron.  Antioch.  p.  409,  410. 
Eaawaiaf  attaret  us,  that  Egypt  waa  pacifiad  by  th«- 

clemcncy  of  Diocletian. 

[4;]  Eu<cbiui(in  Chron.) places  their deflraflioa 
ieveral  year*  fooaer,  and  at  a  time  when  Egypt  it- 
ftlf  waa  in  s-iate  of  icbcllioa  agaiaft  thafteauat. 

[45]  Strabo^  1.  xvii.  p.  1.  lya,  Pomponius  Mela. 
Li;  G. 4;  Hi* weed*  are  curious*  " Intra,  fi credere 
lilMt*  wt  homines  magifque  iemileri  j.  iEgipaoe*^ 
at  Mmmtfth  •>  Saiyit.'* 

[47}  Aufus  (eft  iaftien  Actoate  tt  pnavcarr 

arnu  Romans. 

[.\^]  Fee  Prcccf  ii;s  dc-  Bell.  Pcrfic.  I.i.  c.  19.  • 

[40]  He  fixed  the  public  allowance  of  corn  fbp 
the  people  of  Alexandria,  at  two  millions  of  JMt 
^imtii  about  four  hundred  ihoufand  quarteri. 
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Cbron.  Pifcha].  p.  276.  Procop.  Hift.  Arcan.c.  26. 

[$o]  Joho  ADtioch  in  Excerp.  Valcfian.  p.  834. 
Saidw  in  Diwkdaa. 

[51]  Seetfliertliiflory  aBdcollfDt■tiaBofAkhl]r• 
l»y,  io  the  v.crk^  of  that  philoibphical  coaipilv* 
LaMoihe  ic  Vaye,  tom.i.     3«7— 353- 

($t]  Seethe  edecxtion  and  ftrength  ofTfaidatei 
in  the  Anaeakn  hiilorjr  of  Mofes  ofChofene.  I.  ii> 

c.  76.  He  could  feize  two  wild  bulls  by  the  haiw» 
and  break  them  off  with  his  hands. 

£$3]  If  we  give  credit  to  the  younger  ViAor, 
wh«reppe(es  that,  in  the  year  313,  Licfnku  wat 
only  flxty  years  of  agc^  he  cooid  fcarcely  be  the  fame 
periba,  a*  the  pttOBof  Tindateai  hut  we  know 
Irani  mnch  better  nnthority  (Baleb.  Hift.  Bcdefiall. 
J.  X.  C.8.),  that  Liciaias  was  at  that  time  ia  the 
UApenodefoUi^:  ixieen  jreanbrfbre,  he  isrc- 
preftated  wiA  gray  hairs,  nod  a»  the  coamporary 
of  Galeriui,  See  LaOaot.  c.  3a.  XiidailM  ma 
probably  born  about  the  year  250. 

[s^J  See  the  fixty-fecood  and  fixty-tkird  booka 
•TDieBCaiai. 

MofeioF  Chorene,  Hift.  Amen.  1.  H.  e. 

74.  The  ftatucs  had  been  ereAcd  by  Valarfacei, 
who  reigned  ia  Armenia  abont  IJO  yean  before 
ChiMt  WM  die  fill  king  of  the  hmXtynf  Arfaces 
(fee  Mofes  Hift.  Armen.  1.  ii.  2,  3.).  The  deification 
ef  the  Arlacides  ismentimied  by  Jaftia  (xli.  j.)  and 
If  AaMUtMB  kbraelliMM  (oiii.  &,}. 

({6]  The  Armenian  nobility  was  numeroat  and 
powerful,  hflofes  mentSons  many  familica  which  were 
iHBngniihed  under  the  reign  of  Valaiftcea  (I.  ii.  7.) 
and  which  ftill  fiibfiied  in  hit  own  time,  about  the 
middle  of  ifth  oiMiiiy.  ieeche  Faeteoof  hie 
Editors. 

{{7]  She  wai  named  ChoAoidachta,  and  had 
not  the*/  fatthm  like  other  women.  (Hift.  Anaao* 
I.  ii.  c.  79.)    I  Jo  not  onderftand  the  expicffion. 

[j8]  la  the  Armenian  hiftory  (U  ii*  78.K  «•  well 
as  in  the  Geography  (p.  367.},  China  »  called  Zeoh, 
or  Zeoaftan.  It  is  charaderized  by  the  preduaion 
of  filk.  by  the  opulence  of  the  natives,  and  by  their 
love  of  peace,  ilboft  l)l  At  otfM  Mdne  of  tte 
eaeilu 


(59}  Vou-ti,  the  &rft  emperor  of  the  fctreadi 
dyMfty,  who  then  feigned  in  Gdnn,  Inl  pelitiwl 

tranfaflions  with  Fergana,  a  province  of  Sogdiana, 
and  is  faid  to  hate  received  a  Roman  cmbaiFy. 
(Hifteife  del  Hadk,  looi.  i.  p.  38.)  In  thoTe  ages 
the  Chincfe  kept  a  garrifon  at  Kafhgar,  and  one  of 
their  generals,  about  the  time  of  Trajan,  marched 
as  far  as  the  Cafpian  fea.  With  regard  to  the  inte^ 
courfe  between  China  and  the  Wellern  countries,  a 
curioMs  incmoir  of  M.  de  Guignes  may  be  con- 
fnked  lathe  Academic  de»  lalbiptk»a,  took  xjodL 
M5f» 

(do]  8aeHift.A«eB.La.c8t. 

[6 1  ]  Ipibs  Pcrfaa  ipfumqne  Regcm  afcitis  Saeeil,  ct 
Raffis,  et  GeUt««  petit  frater  Oraiei.  Panegyric. 
Vet.  iii.  I.  The  Sacae  were  a  nadtoa  of  wandering 
Scythians,  who  encamped  towards  the  (burces  of 
the  Oxes  and  *e  jaaanes.  The  G«lli  were  tbc  ia- 
haMlBBta  of  Ohilen  htoa^  dm  CaQriaa  fta,  aad 
whofelong,  under  the  name  of  DilemiK),  iofe&ed 
the  Pchiaa  Mooarchy.  See  d'Herbetot  Bibliothe^oe 
Oricatale. 

[6z]  Mofes  of  Choiene  takes  no  notice  of  this 
(econd  levotntiea,  wUeh  I  have  been  obliged  toce^ 
lt&  from  a  paflage  of  Aramiaons  Marccllinns 
(1.  xxiit.  Laflantius  fpeaks  of  the  ambition  of 
Narfei,  "  Concitatni  domefiieia  eMBi^i  an  fni 
Saporis  ad  occupandnm  orientem  ni^pii  oopua  ia- 
kiabat."  De  Mort.  Perfecot.  c  9. 

[63]  We  aiay  readily  believe,  that  Laftaatiei 
sfcribes  to  eewnidfae  the  eoodna  af  Diodrtiaa. 

Julian,  in  his  oration,  fays,  that  he  letnained  inth 
all  the  forces  of  the  empire;  a  my  hyperbeUcal 

{64]  Our  fire  abbreriaten,  Eatropios,  PellaH 
the  two  Vigors,  and  Orofius.  all  relate  the  laft  aad 
gieat  hudet  botCwfina  ia  the  only  one  who  fpenka 
of  the  tweibraier. 

£6j]  The  nature  of  the  oouotry  It  finely  de&iihed 
hy  Plaiawfct  ia  the  life  efCraffiis,  aadbjrXei** 
ftea,  iadttidlMofdioAanbafia. 

[66]  See  Fofler'i  Difiertation  in  tbefecond  T<5lnme 

of  Ik*  tnailMioaof  die  AaehdU  hr  Spelaua  I  which 
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I  wiU  vntBM  to  mmmnd  m  «m  of  tte  M. 
wioBi  txtaat. 

[(7]  Hifl.  Armen.  I.  ii.  e.  j6,  Ih«v«lnB*rerred 
At)  expiciic  of  Tiridates  from  aa  iam^wuy  defeat 
M  the  mJ  one  of  Oeletiaa. 

[68)  AaimUn.  Marcellin.  1.  xlv.  The  mile,  in 
<heluuidaer£uUopias  (ix.  n.),ofFe&ai  (c.  2$.), 
aa4  of  OMfin  (fii.  25  ).  eafily  ucraOed  to Jimtrml 

[69]  AaitliMViaar.  Jofaaate  dc  nbos  Go- 
tidf,  e.  St* 

[70]  Aurelloi  Viflor  fayj,  "  Per  AmUDHiaa  im 
hoAet  contcndit,  qtuc  feroe  foU,  tea  ActUor  ria. 
ocodivbeft.'*  He  ftOewed  Ae  ceidoa  of Trajao, 
4uid  the  idetof  JflliotCaAr. 

[71]  Xenoplion's  Antbifis,  I.  iii.  For  that  reafon 
ilie  Perfita  cwaliy  cocunped  ixtf  AadU  iroiB  the 

[72]  The  iIor7  ii  told  b/  Amminuu,  1.  xni. 
Mead  of,/Sb(inHetac  itad^foMob 

[73]  TtefferlieaeceoftlUI  dw  Romaa  fnpetle- 

rity  in  morah  at  well  at  in  armt.  Eutrop.  ix.  ^^, 
But  thii  icfpea  ud  gndtode  of  enemies  it  very  fcU 
dam       fniad  ioiMe  om  aecoooth. 

[74]  The  acemnt  of  die  Mgeeiadoa  Is  take* 

from  the  fragraeBta  of  Peter  the  Patrician,  in  the 
Exccrpu  LegatiooMa  publiihed  ia  the  Byaaadoe 
CdMHoo.  Peter  tieed  oadcr  Jeftiaiaii ;  btit  it  it  very 

evident,  by  the  nature  of  his  mate-rial!,  that  they 
are  drawn  from  the  moll  authentic  and  refpe^ble 
wntcit* 

fys)  Adeo  Viaar  (ftyt  Aoietiae)  ot  ni  Valeriu, 

COjus  nutu  otnnia  gerebrmtur,  abnuiflct,  Roujanj 
ftfce*  in  prpvinciam  novam  ferrentur.  Verun 
pm  tenvaoi  toBeo  aobie  uiBor  foafits. 

[76]  He  bad  been  goveraor  of  Samiam.  (Pet, 
PatriciuJ  in  Excerpt.  Lejrat.  p.  30.)  Thii  province 
feems  to  be  nentioMd  by  Moies  of  Choreo*  (Geo* 
paph.  pb  s6o.),  awt  la7  to  thoBaft  of  Mooaft 
Arant.  . 

[77]  Py  an  trior  of  the  geoji;raph«f  Ptolemy, 
4hB  poiitioa  of  Sijigara  ii  removed  frain  the  Abofoa 


to  the  Tigrit,  which  may  have  prodiced  the  BiJbko 
of  Peter,  in  alGgatag  the  Utter  river  kt  the  bona, 
daiy.blaad  oftbtfcrMr.  ThafioooftholtoouM 

fteotier  traveriUU  but  aem  ftUoMd,  tho  ooarfc  of 

the  Tigrii. 

[7S]  Procopiuj  de  Edificui,  liLc6, 

[79}  Three  of  the  provia?e»,  Zabdicene,  Ar. 
uaene,  and  Cardnene,  are  allowed  on  all  fidea. 
But  inflead  of  the  other  two,  Peter  (ia  laoaift. 
Leg.  p.  30.)  ioArtt  Rchimeoe  aad  Sophcne.  I 
have  preftrred  Anaianna,  (J.  xxv.  7.)  becaafe  it 
might  be  proved,  that  Sopheoe  waa  sever  io  the 
handa  of  the  Peraaa*.  cither  before  the  reigo  of 
Diodetiaii,  or  after  that  of  Jovian.  For  want  of 
correfl  mapj,  like  thofe  of  M.  Danville,  almofl  all 
the  moderni.  with  Tillemost  and  Valefiia  at  their 
head,  have  imaginod,  diae  it  wia  in  n(pea  to 
Perfia.  and  not  to  Rome,  that  tfco  §n  piorlaect 
were  fituate  beyond  the  Tigrii.  '  ' 

[80]  XeDOphoB'a  Aoabafit.  L  ir.  Their  bowa 
WHO  ifaoe  cafaiti  in  leagtb,  their  arrowt  two ;  they 
rolled  down  flonet  that  wen  each  a  waggon  load. 
The  Greefca  iooad  a  great  «aa*  ? ilkcee  io  tint 


[81]  AcoonUi^  to  fiatropiai  (vi.  9.  at  the  text 
it  icpreleated  by  the  beft  M8S.)  iko  dif  of  T^ra. 
aocerta  was  ia  Araaneae.  The  nmnes  aad  *tnatfm 
of  the  other  three  may  be  faintly  traced. 

[82]  Comp,irc  Herodotu,  1,  i.  c  py.ivith  Mofet 
Choronenf.  Hiit.  Arauo.  I.  ii. «.  I4.  and  the  map 
of  Armeoia  gtvea  by  Ue  editor*. 

[8;]  Hiberi,  locorum  potentes.Cafpia  via  Sarma- 
Um  in  Armenios  raptim  effondunt.  Tacit.  Aanal. 
vL-54.   SeeSmhoo.  Gsograph.  1,  xi.  p. 

[84]  Peter  P«ttida«(ia  Bxoerpt.  Leg.  p.  jo.^  i» 

the  only  writer  nAomeotioaa  tho  Jbefiaa  article  of 

the  treaty. 

[8$]  EafebiaiinChrao.  Pi«iadau«B.  Tili 
the  diftoffaf]r«f     traatifr  Do  Mdtdboe  Patfico- 

torom,  it  was  not  certain  that  the  triumph  and  tho 
Vicennalia  were  celebrated  at  the  fame  time 

[86J  At  the  time  of  the  Viceaaalia,  Gaieriui 
feeoieiohave  lcept.hu  latioB  oa  the  Daaobe.  See 
JLaaMt.delLP..c«  j8* 

[S;]  Eutroptut 
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[87]  Eatropioi  (ix.  tj,)  mentions  them  ai  a 
part  of  tbe  triaaph.  At  ibft  ftrjiiu  had  been  i*- 
OoTfd  to  Narfu,  noiUaf  noic  than  thetf  i«pr 
could  be  exhibited. 

(St]  Ufff  tivM  vj  a  fpeeck  of  Camillm  or  that 

fHli|}eft(T.  5 1— 5;.).  full  of  ekqueaceaad  fcT^rihi- 
litf,  in  oppofitioa  to  a  deiigo  of  Naioraig  tbe  icat 
«f  goTcrnsMit  fiom  Bone  lo  tke  adgkbeoiiog  ciqr 
of  Veil. 

•  [^9]  Jttlitu  Cxfar  wai  reproached  with  the  in- 
tcatioo  of  fomoving  tbe  empire  to  niem  or  Alex* 

andria.  Sec  Sueton.  in  Carfar,  c.  -9.  Acrording 
to  the  ingeniouj  conjcilurc  of  L:  Fcvrc  and  Dicier, 
tbe  third  ode  of  the  third  beck  of  Horace  was 
ioieadcd  to  divert  Avgailiu  fram  the  execQtioa  of 
a  fiuular  defiga. 

[90]  See  Aarelltti  Vlfior,  who  liheirile  tnea- 

tioni  the  buildings  crcftcJ  by  Ma\imian  at  Car* 
|hage»  probably  duiing  the    Mootilh  war.  Wo 
lhall  iaftrt  finae  veriea  of  Aulbniiu  de  Clar.  orb.  v. 
£t  Mediolaal  Olira  oir n i .1  :  copia  rrrum  ; 
Innumer.c  cnltxqae  domvi ;  fccunda  virorum 
Jogenia,  et  mores  lasti,  turn  duplicc  maro 
Anplificau  locifpeciett  popiilii|tte  vali^taa 
'     Circus ;  et  inclafi  motet  coneata  Thettri 

Templa,  Paktinique  arc^s.opulenfque  Monel^t 
Et  regio  Umuiti  Celebris  fub  lionore  lavacri. 
ConAaqae  xnarmoreit  oraata  'NryftfH  fignit ; 
Mccr.iaquc  in  valli  formam  circumiht.i  libro, 
Omnia  qox  magnis  operora  vclut  zmuU  formi* 
BxceUuBt  I  acc  jaaQc  prenit  vidBia  Rom. 

(9%]  Laflaat.  de  M.  P.  e.  7*  libaaiw  Orat. 

»iii.  p.  JOj. 

[92]  Ladant.  de  M.  P.  c.  17. Pa  a  iimilar  occa- 
fion  Ammiaaat  meniioiu  the  AatUatfMu,  at  aoi 
.  very  agreeable  to  an  inpcrial  ear.  (See  l»  stL 

c.  10.) 

[513]  I  aflantius  accufcs  Maximlan  of  Jeilroying 
f  Ais  criminaiionibus  lumina  fcnatui.  (Uc  M.  P. 
c.  8  )  Aureliua  ViAor  fpcaks  very  doubtfully  of 
the  faith  of  Oiocletiaa  towards  his  friends. 

[94]  TrancatB  vires  nrbn,  inniBoto  pnrteii* 

arum  cohortium  atquc  in  armii  vulgi  nomrro.  Au- 
relius  ViAor.  Ladaniios  attributes  to  Galeriot 
die  pfolSKotion  of  the  fine  plan,  (c,  a6.) 

{9S]  They  were  old  corps  flationed  in  lllyttenoi ; 
jmd  according  to  the  aactent  edabiiflinen^  thejr 


each  conriiled  of  fix  thcafand  men.  They  had  ae- 
4]ttired  much  reputation  by  the  ufe  of  the  flumiatit, 
cr  darts  loaded  with  lead.  I'ach  foldier  carried 
£ve  oi  thcitf,  which  he  darted  from  a  conCdcrable 
diftance,  with  great  ftreagth  aad  dexMiiiy.  See 
Vegeiios,  i.  17. 

[96]  See  the  Theodofun  Code,  1.  vi.  Tic.  ii. 
anth  6odefr07*t  eonnentary. 

[9']  See  the  i:th  difTcrtation  in  Sf,:r.heim's 
exccllcot  work  De  ufu  Numifmatuio.  from  nedali, 
iaftriptkmt,  aad  hilloriaat,  he  examiaea  ererjr  tMo 

ft-paratcly,    ami   tiacci  it    from  Aogvftot  40  the 

nioment  of  its  difappearirg. 

[98]  Pliny  (in  Panegyr.  c.  3.  55,  &c.)  fpeaks  of 
.Damimu  with  enctation,  at  fynonymout  w  l^at, 
aad oppofitc  to  Prince.  AnJ  the  fame  Pliay  lego* 
larly  gives  that  ii;le  (in  the  tenth  book  of  tbe 
cpiftlei)  to  hii  friend  rather  than  mailer,  the  virto. 
oot  Trajao.  This  firaoge  e:q>ieffion  panics  the 
comnenuton,  who  tluaky  aad  the  traaflators,  who 
caa  write. 

[99]  Synefiusde  Regno,  Edit.  Petav.  p  15.  I  am 
indebted  for  thu  quocation  to  tbe  Abbe  de  la  Bie- 

[1:0]  Sec  Vandale  de  Confecratione,  p.  jj^ 
&c.  It  WM  cuttomary  for  tbe  emperort  to  meatiaa 
(ia  the  pie^mble  of  lawi)  their  aaamr.  fotrtdwu^, 
i/iwMtnUtt,  tie.  According  to  Tillemont,  Gre- 
gory of  Naaiaaxen  complains  moft  bitterly  of  the 
piofiuiation,  efpedally  arheo  it  antt  prafliM  hf  aa 
Arian  emperor. 

[loij  Sec  Spaohcim  de  Ufu  Namtfmat.  Dillcrt. 

[102]  Aurcllus  ViOor.  Eutropius,  ix.  fAi  || 
appears  by  the  Paaegyiitai  that  tbe  Roniaat  wm 
IboB  rccoaciM  to  aame  aad  eereiaoay  of  ada- 
ntioa. 

[10?]  The  innovations  Introduced  by  Diocletian, 
are  chiefly  deduced,— >i  ft,  fromfome  very  Itrong  paA 
figta  in  LaOeada* ;  aad,  adiy,  fioai  tte  near  aa4 

Vacioas  of?;ccs,  which,  in  the  Thcodofian  coAe^ 
Wfftu  alttadj  eA.ibltlLcd  in  the  bcgioning  -of  the 
ffc^  of  Coainaliae.. 

[104]  Laflaat.  de  M.  P.  c.  7. 

[  i3;3  Indifla  lex  nova,  qua  fanf  iilorcm  tciiipn- 
rum  modcftia  tolcrabitis,  in  peraiciem  procefib 

AlNl. 
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AaxA  Vifior.  who  hat  treated  the  cbaraQer  of 
Diodfetiaa  with  good  fenfe,  though  in  bad  Latin. 

[ic6]  Solus  omnium,  poll  conditum  RomaDum 
Imperium,  qni  cx  tanto  ftlifio  Iponte  ad  privats 
vit«  ilataia  civiiiMicaqM  icatearct;  Eotrap. 
iz.  28. 

[107]  The  particulars  of  the  joamey  and  illnefa 
■le  uken  horn  LnAaadn  (c  17.)  who  tnj  fimakm 

be  admitted  as  an  evidence  of  poblic  filAtf  dioagll 

very  feldom  of  private  anecdotes. 

£108 J  Aoreiiat  Vi^lor  afcribea  the  abdication, 
wkkh  had  been  fb  varfeofly  accMated  fbr,  10  two 

caalbs.  ill,  Diocletian'*  cnntcmpt  of  atnl)i[ion  ; 
and  sdlf ,  His  apprehenfion  of  impending  troubles. 
One  of  the  panegyrifts  (vi,  9)  ateaiiom  ike  tfe 
and  in  firm!  ties  of  Diocletiaa,  at  ft  vc<y  aatHral 

rcafjn  for  hi»  retirement. 

[109]  The  difficulties  as  well  as  miAakes  at- 
teadiBg  the  dates  botk  oF  the  jwar  and  of  the  dajr  of 

Diocletian's  abdication,  arc  pcrffflly  cleared  up  by 
Tillemont,  Hift.  det  Empcreun,  torn.  iv.  p.  J25. 
NoK  I9»  and  bj  Fkgi  ad  aaaam. 

[1 10]  Sec  Paaegyr.  Veier.  vi.  9.  The  ontion 
wai  proaoanced  after  Maxinian  had  reaflomcd  the 

purple.  ••' 

[ill]  Eaaeaiat  payt  Mm  a  very  fine  compliaeat, 

*'  At  enim  d!v!num  illnm  virnm,  qui  prioios  Im* 
"  pcriui;)  ct  particlpavit  cr  pafui:,  conlilii  ft  fadli 
"  fui  noo  pcenitct;  nccamiAlic  fc  putAt  ijuod  fponte 
**  tranfcripfit.  Pxlix  beaturqae  vere  qnem  vcfira, 
**  tantorutn  principum,  colani  oUeqaia  privatam." 
Panegyr.  Vet.  vii.  1  j, 

[1 1  z]  Wc  are  obliged  to  the  yoanger  Viflor  tat 
this  celebrated  bon  m-  t.  Eutropius  ncntioni  the 
.thiag  is  A  oiorc  fenenl  maaaer. 

[113]  Ktft.  Aagtiil.  p.  atj  1*4.  Vopifeai  had 
karaedthiecoaverratioa  fioiahit  father. 

'  fli4]  The  yoont^cr  \'i -lor  flifrhtly  mentions  the 
Rporta    Bat  as  Diocletian  had  difoLliged  a  poA'cr- 

■fal  aitd  fuccefsfel  psfty,  his  memory  haa  been 
loaded  with  every  crime  mid  misfortune.  It  has 
been  afiira  ed  that  he  died  nvi'tg  mad,  that  he  was 

•coiidemaed  at  a  ciimiaal  by  the  Roman  feaate,  &c. 
Vol  I. 


[iijj  See  the  Ituerarice*  pw  169.  vjx*  Edit. 
Wcfleliag. 

[116]  The  Abate  Portis,  in  his  Viaggio  in  DaU 
masia,  p.  4;.  (printed  at  Venice,  in  thoytlr  1774, 
in  tvo  fmall  volttaef  in  qaarto)  quotes  a  MS. 
accoant  of  the  anii^tiitiea  of  8ah>na,  compofed  by 
GiambattiSa  Ginftiiiiani  abont  tha  middle  of  ih« 
zvith  century. 

[117]  Adam'a  antfqnltiea  of  Diocletian'*  palacr 
at  Spalatro,  p.  6.   We  may  add  a  cimmftanee  or 

two  finm  til-  Abate  Fortis  :  the  litt'c  flrearn  of 
the  Hyader,  mentioned  by  Lucan,  produces  moft 
cxqotfitt  treat,  idiich  a  fagacione  writer,  perhape 
a  monk,  fuppofcs  to  have  been  one  of  the  princi/'al 
reafons  that  determined  Diocletian  in  ihe  choice  of 
bis  retirement.  Fortis,  p.  .j;.  The  fame  author 
(p.  38.)  obferves,  that  a  tatle  for  agriccliure  is 
reviving  at  Spalatro;  and  that  an  experimental  farm 
has  lately  been  eftabliOted  near  the  cityt  by  a 
fociety  of  Gentlemen. 

fii  ]  Connantin.  Orat.  ad  Coetum  Sanft.  c.  25, 
In  thij  fermon,  the  emperor,  or  ihc  bifhop  who  com- 
pofed it  for  him,  affeds  to  relate  the  milerable  eR4 
of  all  the  perfecutors  of  tlie  church, 

[119J  Conftaatin.  Porpbyr.  de  ilaiu  (mper. 
'  p.  86. 

[ijo]  Danville,  Geogranliie  Ancicnne,  p.  161. 

[121]  Mctliciirs  Adam  and  Clcrifleau,  attended 
by  two  dranghtfrnen,  vli'itn-d  Spalatro  in  the  month 
of  J'jiy  rjp.  The  ini'-.iificcnt  work  which  their 
journey  produced,  was  publiihcd  in  London  fcvea 
yean  afberwards. 

[lai]  I  (hs:!  quote  the  words  of  the  Abate 
Portia    "  E  b^rlevolmente  nota  agli  am.ttiri  Jell' 

Architettora,  c  ucll'  Antichiia,  roj>era  Ji-I  SIgnor 
*'  A)AM5,  chc  a  donato  mohoa  <]t3c*  fup^rbi  tcir^i 
"  coll'abituale  eleganaa  del  fu3  to::alapis  e  del 
•*  bntino.  In  generate  la  rozr.czza  del  fcalptllo* 
•*  c'l  cativo  guJlo  del  fccolo  vi  garc^j^iano  colla 
*'  magnificenza  del  fabric4to."  See  VtAggio  in 
Dalmasia,  p.  40. 

f  I       The  orator  Eoraenitt*  was  fccretary  t?i» 
cr  p.:  >:5  M.ixiniia^)  and  Coolbntius,  and  Pr->  'ci7  jr 
of  Rhctoiic  in  the  college  of  Aaiun.   His  fjljry 
wai  ix  haadred  thoa  and  feftercest  which,  accord. 
^  tiif 
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ing  to  ihe  l(Mre(l  compmticm  of  that  age,  mod  have 
exceeded  three  thoufaad  pounds  a  year.  He  gene- 
fOnfly  reque!!ed  the  pcriniiEoa  of  employing  it  ia 
rebuilding  (he  college.  See  hit  Oration  Dc  reftau* 
randi*  fcholic  i  which,  though  not  exempt  fiom 
VMitr*  mjr  atone  for  hii  pucgjrrici. 


[1x4]  Porphyry  died  aboat  the  tine  of  Dbcle- 
ttaa*^  abdicaiiea.  Tlie  fift  of  kh  naAer  nothiw, 

which  he  compofed,  will  give  us  the  moll  complete 
idea  of  the  geuius  of  the  fed,  and  the  maaaen  of 
itt  prefelbn.  Tbit  vety  carioat  pioee  m  bfertod 
in  Fitbricittt»  BiUi^thm  Gnwa,  ton.  ir.  p. 
»8— 148. 


NOTES  ON  THE  FOU 

[1]  fLJT   Dc  Moniefquicii  (Coafidcraiions  for  la 
iVi*  Grandeur  et  la  Decadence deaRomaios, 
c  17.)  fuppoiei.  on  the  aotherity  of  Or^io*  and 

Bnlebius,  that,  r,n  this  occafion,  the  empire,  for  the 
fitft  time,  wai  rtniiji  divided  into  two  pans.  It  is 
dificalt,  however,  to  difcoircr  in  what  refpcfl  tbc 
plan  of  Galettna  difeicd  froa  tbat  of  Diocletian. 

[2]  Mic  non  modo  amabilis,  fed  etiam  vencra- 
bilis  Gallia  fuit ;  pracipne  qadd  Diodetiaoi  fiif> 
peftan  prodentiMD.  ct  Maainiaai  la^giioariaa 
violentiam  inpetio  ign*  cmlbnni^  Bnoopii  Bte* 

viar.  X.  !. 

[3^  Divitiis  Provincialium  (mel.  fnmuamnm) 
ac  privatorum  ftodeni,  fifci  commoda  whk  addto* 
dam  aflTcAaat  t  decenfqoe  melius  publicai  >pc«  a 
.  privatia  baberi,  ^uam  intra  snuai  clauOrem  reiec- 
vari.  Id.  ibid.  He  carried  tbia  aniai  fit  tu,  chat 
whenever  he  gave  an  entertainnenti  he  WM  obDgfd 
to  borrow  a  fervice  of  plate. 

[4]  Laflantioa  de  Mort.  Pcrfecttlar.  c.  i8>  Were 
the  particulars  of  the  coBferesce  more  confiSent 
with  truth  and  decency,  we  might  fliH  afk,  how 
ibey  came  to  the  knowledge  of  an  obt'cure  rbete- 
lician  ?  Bnt  there  are  maay  bidorUns  who  pnt 
uj  in  mind  of  the  admirable  fayir.g  of  tlie  great 
Coode  to  cardinal  de  Retz;  "  Ces  coqoins  nous 
*•  font  parier  et  ^fit,  coauw  ih  anroiest  fait  enx* 
**  neBMB  i  aocie  place.*' 

[;]  Sublatos  nuper  a  pecoribus  et  Clvij  (fays 
I,ai£iaDtiiu  de  M.  P.  c>  19.}  (latim  Scmarius,  cootinuo 
Pfoiejtor,  mox  TribnUM,  pellridie  Ccfar,  aceepic 
Ofienten.   Aurclius  ViOor  is  too  liberal  in  giving 
.  him  the  whoic  portion  of  Diocletian. 


ITEENTH  CHAPTER. 

Km  dilti^ence  and  fiMxtf  aie  tcklMMrta^gel 
even  by  Laflancius,  dc  M.  P.  e.  \%. 

(7]  Thefc  fchemes  however  reft  only  on  the  wj 
doubtful  antbority  of  LaAantiae,  de  M.  P.  c  eo>. 

(8]  TMt  tradition,  vnltneem  le  the  contempo- 
raries of  Conftantinet  was  invented  in  the  darkneft 
of  mooafieriea,  was  eabelliflied  by  Jeffrey  of  Man* 
HMMtb,  and  the  writers  of  the  niith  taamf^  haa 
been  defended  by  oar  antiquarians  of  the  tail  afOk 
end  ta  feriooAy  related  in  the  pondeions  hiHory  of 
England,  compiled  hf  Mr.  Carte,  (vol.  i.  p.  147.). 
He  tranfports,  however,  the  kingdom  of  Coil,  the 
imaginary  father  of  Helena,  from  Miex  to  the  wall 
of  Antoniant. 

[9]  Eutropius  (x.  2.)  cxprcdes,  in  afewwOfA, 
the  real  troth,  and  the  occaflon  of  the  error, "  rar  »k- 
" /curiiri  matrimtnia  fiUai."  Zofimaa  (I.  ii. 
p.  7h'.)  eagerly  felxed  the  moll  •nfavonmble  report, 
and  it  followed  by  Orofiui  (vii.  2;.),  whole  authority 
it  oddly  citottgh  overlooked  by  the  indefatigable 
bet  paidal  TiHeaaont.  By  uMLitg  on  dw  divecce 
ofHclenat  IXocktiaa  acknowledged  her  mairi^ge, 

[10]  There  are  three  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  place  of  OMftaatiac's  birth.  1,  Our  £ngli/b 
antiquariaai  were  nftd  to  dwetl  with  rapfore 
on  the  words  of  his  panegyrift  ;  *'  Britannia» 
iUic  oricndo  nobiles  fecifU."  But  this  ctle« 
brated  paflage  may  he  referred  widi  as  much  pro- 
priety to  the  acccflron  as  to  the  na-.ivity  of  Co«> 
ftantine.  2,  Some  of  the  modem  Greeks  have 
aferibed  the  hononr  of  his  birth  to  Drepaanm,  a 
town  on  the  gnlf  of  Nicomediaf  (Cillarios,  torn.  ii. 
p.  174.}  which  CeoftaBtine  dignified  with  the  name 

oF 
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«r  HelcBopolif.  and  JnlUttSan  adorned  whh  nnf 
fpkadtd  baildiogi  (Procop.  de  ^diriciii,  v.  2.). 
It  it  Indeed  probable  enough  that  Heleoa's  father 
kept  an  iaa  at  Drapanvnt  and  that  Condandut 

nighi  lodge  there  when  he  returned  from  a  Perfiao 
embafly  in  ibe  reign  of  Aurclian.  But  in  the  wan- 
dering life  of  a  foldier,  the  place  of  hit  marriage, 
and  tbc  place  where  hii  diUdrea  arc  born,  have 
verjr  little  connerion  witk  each  other,  f.  The 
claim  of  NaifTm  is  fuppor;cil  by  tlie  anonymoos 
Wfitcr,  pabiUhed  at  the  end  of  Amoiiaoat.  p.  710, 
•ad  wlm  in  general  copied  Mff  good  inaierialit  and 
it  it  confirmed  by  Jalim  Firmicius,  (de  Aflrologia, 
1.  i.  c.  4.)  who  flouriihed  under  the  reign  of  Con- 
flantine  himfelf.  Some  objeaiont  have  been  raifed 
againft  thcintegriqr  of  the  ten,  and  the  apj^ication 
of  the  paflfage  of  Pirmidnt  t  but  A<  fbnaicr  it  ella* 
blifhed  by  the  bell  MSS.  and  the  latter  it  »ery  ably 
deiended  by  Lipfint  de  Magnitudine  Romana,  1.  iv. 
c  II.  etfappleoMnt, 

[ii]  LiMlia  Mian  inafnasi.    Aaoayn.  ad 

Ammian.  p.  710- 

[11]  Gaiertai.  or  perhaps  hit  own  courage,  ex* 
poled  kin  to  fingin  comte  with  a  awnartaa 
(AnonfBl.  p*  710),  and  with  a  raonftroat  lion.  See 
PMonigpnaapud  rhoiium,  p.  63.  Praxagoraj,  an 
Athenian  pltilofopher,  had  written  a  He  of  Con- 
flantinc,  in  two  books,  wbicb  am  noir  loft.  He 
was  a  contemporary. 

[nl  Zofimot,  1.  ii.  p.  78.  79.  t«a«nHn»  dn 

M.  p.  c.  i+.  The  former  tells  a  very  fboIi(h  ftory, 
that  Conftantioe  caufed  all  the  poll  borfca,  which  be 
liad  nftd,  te  be  kaaiftmtg.  Soeh  a  bloody  execu- 
tion ,  without  preventing  a  pnifili^  WWdd  nndonbc- 
edly  have  occaaoned  fufptcioaa  lhat  affM  te** 
ioppoi  hie  jOBfaif. 

[hJ  Anonym,  p.  710.  Panegyr  Veter.  vii.  ^. 
Bnt  Zofimu,  1.  ii.  p.  79.  Eufcbius  de  Vit.  Con- 
ftant.  I.  i.  e.  11.  and  UOaotios  de  M.  P.  c  24. 
fuppofe.  with  left  accnncf.  tlMt  he  bond  bit £uhcr 
on  his  death-bed. 

[15]  Cunftit  qui  adcrant  annttentibus,  fcJ  pr  i- 
tfpue  Croco  falii  ErcecJ  Alamannorom  Rege, 
aoxUii  gratia  Conftantiiimcomittto,  impcrium  capil. 
Viaor  Junior,  c.  41.  Thia  i»  perhapt  the  irft 
bftance  of  a  barbarian  kin;^.  who  aflillfd  the  Ro- 
man  ai»t,  with  an  tndepeadenc  body  of  hit  own 
fiibieat.  Th«  p««cc  fiew  fkmniar,  aad  at  lift 
lAiah  • 


[16]  Hit  panegyrift  Bumenint  (idi.  8.)  vcntaret 

te  afnrra,  In  the  prcfcnce  of  Con'lantiDe,  that  he 
put  fpurt  10  hit  horfe,  and  tried,  but  in  vain,  te 
cfeape  from  the  handt  of  Ut  foUkn. 

[17]  Laiftaatius  de  M.  P.  c.  25.  Eumenioa 
(vii.  8 )  gifca  a  rhetorical  tarn  to  the  whole  trant 

aftion. 

[18]  Tbc  choice  of  Conllantine,  by  hit  dying 
father,  which  it  warranted  by  rcji  n,  31!  ii  unuiitcd 

Enaeaiaa,  leemi  to  be  cod  Armed  by  the  moft 
nneieepcianable  an'dioritjr,  the  coacnrting  evidence 
of  LaAantias  (dc  M.  P.  c.  n.)  and  of  Libaniut 
(Oration  i.),  of  Eufebiut  (in  Vit.  Conllantine.  L  i. 
c  18.  aiO,  aad  of  JflliiB  (Oiatioa  L). 

[19]  or  the  three  fiften  of  CooAaiitine,  Con- 
ftantia  married  the  emperor  licintua,  Aaaftafia  th^ 
Cicfar  Baflianus,  and  Eutropta  the  confol  Nepo* 
tianot.  The  three  brother!  were,  Dalaiatioi,  Juliui 
Conftantina,  aad  Annibalianna,  of  whom  we  iball 
hava  oocafion  la  fpealc  hereafter. 

(»o]  See  Omter  Infcript.  p.  178.  Thefizprineet 

are  all  mentioned,  Diodeti-in  and  Maximian  as 
the  fenior  Aoguai  and  fathert  of  tbc  emperors. 
They  jointlr  dedicate,  Ibr  the  afc  of  thiir  nv» 
Romans,  this  magnificent  edifice.  The  architefls 
have  delineaud  the  ruins  of  thefe  finraue ;  and  the 
aadqaariant,  particularly  Donatus  and  Nardini, 
have  afcertained  the  ground  which  they  covered.  One 
of  the  great  rooms  is  now  the  Carthafian  chnrch  | 
and  even  one  of  the  porter's  lod^.cs  is  luflicicnt  to 
form  another  chucb,  which  belongs  to  the  fen. 
illans. 

[ai]  See  Laflaniiuj  de  M.  P.  C.  s6.  Jt. 

[aa]  The  vith  Panegyric  reprefents  the  conduft 
vTMaxiniaain  the  moll  favourable  light,  and  tha 
ambiguous  exprcflion  of  Aureliut  ViOor,   "  re* 

iraftante  diu,"  may  fignify,  either  that  he  eon. 
trived,  or  that  he  oppofed  the  confpiracy.  See 
ZoBnus,  1.  ii.  p.  79-  Laflantiuj  de  M.  i», 
c.  t(  • 

[  •33  The- circtinidaneet  of  thie  war,  and  the 

death  cf  Scvcrus  are  very  doubtfully  ard  v.iriou(ly 
told  in  our  ancient  fragn'fn"  Tillemont,  Hill, 
det  Emperenrs,  torn.  iv.  part  i.  p.  555  ).  i  havtf 
cndeavRurcd  to  rxtra^  608I  them  a  conliAeat  and 
probable  natraiioa. 
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{24]  The  vith  Pnocgjrric  ww  pronoanecd  to  ce- 
lebrate the  eleratWoT  Coolbintlnc  ;  bat  the  pro- 
dent  "rator  avuldi  the  meotion  crittiL-r  of  Galctiui 
or  of  Maxcaiiui.  He  ioiroduccs  oaly  one  fl  ght 
•Uafion  to  ike  a&aal  tnMbln<  «id  to  the  oiijcliy. 
of  Rone. 

C'S]  y^*''*  rrgwd  to  ihb  negociation,  fee  the 
fragment*  of  an  anonymous  Htilnri^n,  publiDicd  by 
Valefius  at  the  end  of  bis  eJitioa  of  Arqiiiianut 
Marcellinus,  p.  711.  Thefe  fragments  have  fur- 
nilh<nl  ui  with  feveral  coriouH  tod  Mit  Aoald  leein 
sj-.hentic,  anecdotei. 

[zi"']  Laflantini,  de  Xf.  P.  c.  t8.  The  former 
of  thefe  leafont  ia  probably  taken  from  Virgil** 

Shepherd  ;  "  Illam  ego  huic  noftnc  fimHem  Me- 
**  libxe  pucavi,  Set,"  Lailaniius  dclightt  in  thefe 
poetical  alluSona. 

[27]  Callra fupcrTefci 6  pottereTybridu  vndaa} 

jHcfperios  audax  veniaro  mctator  in  agroi, 
^0  qnolbieqoe  vdea  lo-^aann  effei^ew  maoh 
Hia  ariea  odM  dil^gec  I'axa  laccrtis  ; 
ilia  lieet  peoiUtt  tolli  quam  juiTeri*  urbem 

Roma  at.  Lucas.  PhaiftL  i.  391. 

(18]  LaAanllfli  de  M.  P.  c.  tj,   Zofiin.  I.  11. 

p.  8a.  The  latter  indnuatcs,  that  Connantitie,  in 
his  inttrvicw  with  Maximiao.  bad  promifed  to  de- 
clare war  egainJl  Galeriu*. 

[29]  M.  de  UNemoM  (HiA.  dei  Enperears, 
torn.  tv.  part  i.  p.  S59-)  has  proved,  that  Licinius, 
witkottt  palling  through  the  xatermediate  rank  of 
Ca;lar,  w'aa  declared  Augoftea,  the  1  itb  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  after  the  reiiita  of  Galerim  firom 
Italy. 

[)o]  La&aatiua  de  Kt.  P.  e.  ja.  Wheo  Ga< 
lerioa  declared  Lidatua  .Aogullui  with  himfcir,  he 
tried  to  fatiify  hi*  younger  aiTociaits,  by  inventing, 
for  COnftantine  and  Maximm  (not  Max$mtiiu,  fee 
Balflze,  p.  Si.)  the  oew  title  of  fan  of  the  AvgulH. 
But  when  Vhxir.iin  acquainted  him  that  lie  bad 
beca  faluted  Auguflus  by  the  army,  Gaieriui  was 
obliged  to  acknowledge  him,  ai  well  as  CoolU»> 
tinCp  at  eqaal  aflbdatea  ia  the  laperiai  digailjr* 

[ji]  See  ''anegyr.  Vet.  vi.  9  Aadi  doloris  noflri 
Ubcraa  vocemt  &c.  the  wbulc  paiTage  is  imagined 


with  artful  flattery,  and  otpicfled  with  aa  ealjr 
flow  of  eloquence. 

[\2]  LaAantius  de  M-  P.  c.  28.  Zofiin.  I.  ii. 
p.  ti:,  A  report  was  fpread,  that  Maxentius  wai 
the  Ton  of  fome  obfcure  Syrian,  and  bad  been  fublU- 
tu'cd  by  the  wife  of  Maximiaa  as  her  own  child. 
See  Auielius  VIAor,  AaoBjrB.  Valciaa,  and  Pafr- 
tffu  Vet.  ix.  y  4. 

[3  ,}  Ab  urbe  pulfum,  ab  Italia  rup.itiim,  ab 
lUyrico  repudiatum,  tuis  provinciis,  tuiscopiia,  too 
palaiio  leeepUU.  £naMa.  ia  Haiegft,  Vet,  vii  14. 

[34]  Laaaatie*  de  M.  P.  c.  99.  Yet  after  the 

rclignatinn  of  the  purple,  Conilaoiine  ftill  continued 
to  M^xiiuian  the  pomp  aod  honours  of  the  Imperial 
dignity  ;  and  on  all  public  occafioot  ga*e  the 
right-hand  place  io  hit  Athcr-io-law.  Faa^r. 

Vet.  vii.  I  5. 

[];]  Zolim.  1.  ii.  p.  8a.  Eomesioa  in  Paatfyr. 
Vet.  vii.  t6— ai.  The  latter  of  thefe  baa  «»• 

doubtcdijr  repiefentcd  the  \.ho\c  affair  in  the  moft 
favourable  light  for  his  fovereigo.  Yet  even  fiooUiia 
partial  narrative  we  my  condade^  that  the  repealed 
clemency  of  CnnAantine.  and  the  rdlerated  treafons 
ofManimiao,  as  they  arc  dcfcribed  by  Ladaniiua 
(de  M.  P.  C.  29,  30.),  and  copied  by  iheaiodera% 
are  of  any  hiAorkal  fonndatioa. 

[3^.]  Aurrlli's  \";ror,  c.  40.  But  that  lake  was 
iituated  in  the  Upper  Pannoaia,  near  the  hordera  of 
Noricum }  and  the  province  of  Valeria  (a  name 
which  the  wife  of  Galcrim  gave  to  [the  drained 
country)  undoubtedly  |jy  between  the  Drave  and 
the  Danube  (Sexius  Rufus,  c.  c.).  I  Ihould  ther*- 
fan  fafped  that  Vidor  has  coafoanded  the  lake 
Pdfit,  widi  the  Velecean  marlhes,  or,  as  they  are 
now  called,  the  lake  Sabaton.  It  is  placed  in  the 
heart  of  Valeria*  aod  iu  prefent  extent  is  not  left 
than  IX  Hungariaa  atUet  (abont  70  Eaglilh)  ia 
length,  and  two  in  breadth.  See  Sercriai  Paaao* 
nia,  1.  i.  c.  9. 

[47]  Ladaatiaa  (de  M.  P.  c.  53.)  and  fiofcbiua 
(I.  viii.  c.  16.)  defoibe  the  fymptom*  and  pro- 
grefs  of  hii  diforder  triA.  Scalar  acGSiaqr  asd  jfp- 

parent  picai'ure. 

[3<^]  If  any  (like  the  late  Dr.  Jortin,  Remarita 
of  Ecdeiiaftical  hiftor/,  vol.  ii.  p.  307—356.)  AiU ' 
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dcl-ghc  in  rrcording  the  wonderful  detthi  of  the 
.  pertecucori,  I  would  recomnead  to  their  pentfaJ 
■B  adntrabie  paflage  of  Grot>iu  ({fit.  I.  vU.  p< 
3 ;  z.)  conoeniug  the  laft  Ulwft  of  Philip  II.  of 

Spain. 

(39]  See  fiufebioat  I.  ia.  6,  10.  LaAantiat  de 
II.  P*  e.  361.  ZoAaa  ii  left  ezaQ,  and  endcatif 
cooibnidt  Mwiipiaa  with  MuubIb.' 

[40]  See  the  viiith  Panegyric,  in  which  Eu- 
meaius  difplayt,  in  the  prcfcnce  of  Conllantine. 
the  milery  and  the  gratitude  of  the  city  of  Autun. 

[4t]  Eatropiot,  x.  3.  Panfgyr.  Veicr.  vii.  10, 
ii,ta«  A  great  Boaibcr  of  the  Preach  y««A  twcfo 
likewife  cxpofed  n  dw  ftne  cfiial  aid  igaomiaion 

death. 

[4a]  Julian  excladci  Maxcntiot  fron  the  banquet 
of  the  Cdhn  with  abhorreaet  aad  coaieaipt  t  aad 

Zofimus  (I.  ii.  p.  8;.)  accofts Un of cveijr  Iciad of 

cruelty  and  profligacy. 

[43]  Zofimu*  1.  ii.  p.  83—85.  Aoreliaa 
ViOor. 

[44]  The  pafTage  of  Aeteliea  "Vi&or  ftonld  be  . 
read  in  the  following  manner.    Prioiut  inftituto 
^lino,  tnmrmm  fpecie*  Patret  Oraitrfffm  peca* 
■  aiam  conierre  prodigead  fibi  COjg^Mt. 

[4;]  Pancgyr.  Vet.  ht,  3.  Sofeb.  Hid.  Ecclef. 

viii  I4i  et  in  Vit.  CcnRantin.  i.  ^3,  34.  Rufinus, 
c,  17.  The  virtuous  Matron,  who  ftabbed  berfelf 
to  efcape  the  ffolence  of  Maxentlei,  wu  a-ChrilUaa. 
wife  to  the  prxfcft  of  the  city,  and  her  name  wai 
Sophronia.  It  tUll  remains  a  quc&ioo  among  the 
cafoiCa.  wliether,  oa.fach  occafioan  Saldde  ia 
jHlifoble. 

[4  ]  Pritori.mis  c  rdcm  vulgi  quondam  annueret, 
is  the  vague  expreiiion  of  Aurelius  ViAor.  See 
more  partieelar,  thoagb  fimiewbat  diierent,  ae* 
connti  of  a  tumolt  and  maflucre,  which  happened 
at  Rome,  in  Eulebius  (I.  viii.  r.  14  }  and  in  Zofi- 
mn  (1.  ii.  p> 

[47]  See  in  the  Paaegyrin  (is.  14.),  a  livety  de- 

fcription  of  the  in.  olence  and  vain  pride  of  Max- 
entiu*>  In  another  place,  the  orator  obferves,  the 
(ichci  which  Rome  had  accumulated  io  a  period  of 
i«6o  |«am  wen  lavilbed  by  the  ^raat  oa  hia  am- 
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ce  D » ry  ba  n  ds ;  rcdealptia  ad  clfile  lasnelateia  aia* 

nibut  in^cflerat. 

[4ftj  After  the  vii^ory  of  Conftaotioe,  it  was 
nniverfally  allowed,  that  the  motive  of  deliveiing 
the  republic  from  a  detefted  tyrant,  would,  at  any 
time,  havejullified  his  expedition  into  luly.  Eufeb. 
in  Vit.  CoaAantbe,  1.  i.  c.  s6.  Paacgyr.  Vet. 
ax.  a. 

[40]  Zofimus,  1.  ii.  p.  Z\t  85.  Naxaria*  ia 
Paoegyr.  x.  7—13. 

[;o]  See  Paneoyr.  Vet.  jx.  j.  Omribcs  fere 
tuis  Comitibui  et  Ducibus  non  folum  incite  mnf- 
fantibus,  fed  eiiaai  aperte  timcniibus}  contra  con- 
filia  hominum,  contra  Harufpicum  m'>nit9,  ipfe 
per  tcmci  liberanda:  urbis  tempus  vcniiTc  fcntirci. 
The  cmbaiTy  of  the  Romans  is  nicntioiu  J  only  by 
Zonaras  (1.  xiii.)  aad  by  Cedreaua  (in  Compeod* 
Hift.  p.  2;o.) ;  bat  thoie  modern  Greeks  had  the 
opportunity  of  confulting  many  wtitcrs  which  have 
fince  been  loft,  among  which  we  may  reckon  the 
lift  of  Coeiaatlae  by  Praxagorac,  aa  Alheniaa 
phiJolbphcr.  Photiu9  (p.  63.]  has  drawn  a  Ihacc 
cxtratt  from  that  biiluricul  work. 

Zofimus  (I.  ii.  p.  86.)  has  given  as  this 
carioBs  account  of  the  forces  on  both  fides.  He 

nahes  no  mention  of  any  naval  armament*,  though 
we  aie  affurcd  vP^ocgyr.  Vet.  ijc.  aj.)  that  the  war 
was  carried  <m  by  ica  as  well  as  by  ]aad{  and  that 

the  licet  of  nnOantine  took  poileffiea  of  Sardtaia* 

Corfica,  and  the  ports  of  Italy. 

[ja]  Paacgyr.  Vet-  ix.  3.  It  is  not  furprifing 
that  the  orator  flionid  diminifli  the  nambers  with 

w!'.tch  hi  fnvcrrign  atchicvfd  the  conquell  of  (talyi 
but  it  appear*  ibmewbat  fingular,  that  be  IheaM 
efleeai  the  qrraat*a  amy  at  ao  aiaia  thaa  lookooo 

[5O  t'^rct  prlncip.il  palTagei  of  the  Alps 
betwcea  Ganl  andltaly,are  thole  of  Moiiot^t  Ber> 
aaid)'  hfoant  Cenis.  and  hfooat  Geaevrc.  Tradi- 

tioa,  and  a  rcfirmblancc  of  aSatCS  (jBftS  Z*/  ;*/>r.r^. 

had  afligncd  the  fanl  of  theft  for  the  march  of  f  lan. 
ifibal  (See  Stmler  de  Alpibnt).  The  C  bevalier  de 

Folanl  (Polybe,  tom.  iv  )  and  M.  Danville  have 
led  him  over  Mount  Cicncvrc.  But  noiwithfland- 
ing  the  anthority  of  ao  experienced  officer,  and  a 
learaed  gtographerf  the  preteofioas  of  M'lnt 

Ccni« 
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Cenu  are  fapported  in  a  fpecioas,  not  to  hy  a  con- 
vincing, manner  by  M.  Grofley.  Obfervations  fur 
l%a]ie»  vm»  L  p.  40*  ftc. 

[S4]  La  Braatttc  anr  Me,  DcBioat»  YaSm 

Fcneftrellei,  Coai,  &c. 

[^5]  See  Ammian.  Marcellin.  xv  lO.  Hi»  do- 
feription  of  the  roadt  over  the  Alpi,  is  ctcary  lively, 

[$6]  ZolSnm  at  well  tt  B«Ab!it»  ktlcn  Aon  tfa« 

pafTage  of  the  Alps,  to  the  deciilvc  afticn  near 
Rome.  We  muH  apply  to  the  two  I'aucgynu>,  tor 
the  btcrawdiiic  iftiwit  CoHftMdM* 

[$7]  The  Marqaii  Maffel  hu  es«»med  tlie  liege 

and  battle  of  Verona,  with  that  degree  of  attention 
and  accuracy,  which  wasdaeto  a  memorable  adlion 
ibat  bappcaed  ia  his  aative  couatry.  The  forttfi- 
catiotii  of  that  city,  conflrofied  fay  Gallienui,  were 
lef*  exunlive  than  the  mocleni  walls,  and  the  Am- 
pbitbeatfe  wa*  oot  included  within  thdr  circiUB* 
feicncf;  See  Vatoaa  Uldbraia,  Part  i.  p.  141. 150. 

[58]  ThqrtMMai  d»int  for  To  great  a  tnulti- 
tade  of  captiTe*  ;  and  the  whole  council  was  at  a 
loA ;  but  the  fagacious  conqueror  imagined  the  hap- 
py expedient  of  converting  into  fetters  thefWQldl 
of  the  vanquifhed.    Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  tl« 

[59]  Panegyr,  Vet.  ix.  10. 

[60]  Litctaa  caUmitatam  fuarum  iadicea  fup- 
prinebat.  tumgst*  Vet.  is.  15. 

[61]  Remcdsa  naloniiB  podai  qaan  aala  Afib* 

icbat,  is  the  fine  cenfure  which  TadtIS  paAaw 

the  fapine  indolence  of  ViteUius. 

[6»]  The  Marqait  Mafiei  has  nuule  it  eitremely 
pitibabte  tbat  Conftaatine  was  Hill  at  Yeraaa,  tba 

I  ft  of  September,  A.  D.  31?,  and  that  the  memo- 
rable aua  of  the  indidions  was  dated  fron  his  con- 
qocft  of  tbe  CUalpiaa  GaaL 

(63]  Sec  ftacgyr.  V«C  iL  16.  LaBaBiiaa  i» 
M.  P.  c.  44. 

[64]  lllo  die  hoflem  Roraanorum  effe  perltnrum. 
TlM  vanqnilbed  prince  became  of  cour/ie  the  aaeny 
•floBa. 

[65J  See  Panegyr.  Vet.  is.  16.  x.  a;.  Tbe  fox- 
met  oftbeft  «faion  aMgute  tbe  boanb  of  com. 


which  M2xpnt:t^s  had  collefted  from  Africa  and  the 
lllaodi.  And  je;,  if  there  ij  any  troth  iathe  fcarcity 
mentiooed  by  Eufebius,  (in  Vit.  Conftantin,  1.  L  e. 
36.)  the  Imperial  granaika  malL  have  been  apes 
only  to  the  foldiers. 

[66]  Maxentius . . .  landea  atbe  !a  Stam  aefre^ 
milUa  ferae  novem  cgerriaM  progreffiu,  Aoe^ 
lius  Viaor.  See  CeUaeiaa  Geegiaph.  Aaiif.  laaa 
i.  p.  463.   Saza  Rabra  wai  10  the  aeighboatbood 

of  tbe  Crecnera,  a  trifling  rivulet,  illullratcd  by  the 
valour  and  glorioai  death  of  the  three  hundred 

Fabii. 

[67]  The  poft  which  Maxentioi  bad  taken,  with 
the  Tyber  in  bis  rear,  is  very  dearly  delcribed  bf 

the  two  Panegyrifts,  ix.  16.  x.  aS. 

[68]  Exceptis  latrocinii  illias  primis  aufioribus, 
qoi  de^secata  veoia,  locuai  qtim  pogvK  iiunpferaat 
tHMTOapaittaa.  tbsegyf.  Ve«.  is.  ty. 

[69]  A  very  idle  rumour  foon  prevailed,  that 
Maseatiui,  who  had  not  taken  any  precaatioa  for 
bb  own  Kireat,  had  contrincd  a  very  artibl  faaisto 
dcrtroy  the  army  of  the  purfuers ;  bat  that  tiK 
wooden  bridge  which  was  to  have  been  l^fffftnwi  oa 
the  approach  of  COaftamiae,  oalacbflf  biekedows 
under  the  weight  of  the  flying  Italians.  M,  db 
Tilleiaoat  (Htft.  des  Empereurs,  torn.  iv.  part  L 
p.  ^76.)  veiy  Ibrioofly  examines  whether  in  contra 
di^ion  to  common  fenfe,  the  tellimony  of  Eufebios 
and  Zofimus  ought  to  prevail  over  the  filence  of 
Laflaada^  Nmrinf*  and  the  anonymous,  but  con- 
temporary oianr,  who  coaipoftd  the  aiath  pft> 
aegyric. 

[7c]  Zofimus,  I.  ii.  p.  £6—85,  and  the  two  Pa- 
negyrics, the  former  of  which  wai  pronounced  a 
few  months  afterwards,  aflbrd  the  cleareil  notion  of 
this  great  battle.  LaftaaciaK  Baftbtas,  aad  evca 
tbe  Ej^tonu*(  lapply  fevanl  nftfal  hinte. 

[71]  Zofimus,  the  enemy  of  Conftantine,  allows, 
(1.  ii.  p.  iig.)  that  only  a  few  of  the  frieada  of 
MascMim  were  pot  to  dcstbt  bat  we  any  fsaiaric 

the  cxpreflire  paflagc  of  Nazarius  (Patiegyr.  Vet.  x. 
6),  Omnibus  qui  labefaAari  ftatnm  ejus  potcraat 
cam  fUrpe  drfetkb  Tbo  oAer  ofator  (Rnagyr. 
Vet  ix.  2C,  2i.y  contents  himfelf  with  obferving, 
that  Conftantine,  when  he  entered  Rome,  did  not 
imitate  tbe  crad  sialhcmef  ^aa,  of  BAanaif  ev 
of  8/ira. 

[7«]Sca 
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[71]  Sre  tlie  wo  Pnegyrics,  mud  the  Uw<  ti[t\u 
ttrd  th«cnfuing  year,  in  the  Theodotian.code* 

[73]  Panegyr.  Vet.  ix.  20.  LaAantiui  deM.  P. 
c.  44.  Maximin,  who  wii  confefledly  the  eldeft 
Cxfar,  dairoed.  with  fom*  lkCMr«f  fcafiui*  the  hrit 
nnk  among  (h«  Augullu 

[74]  AJhac  cniiAa opera  que OMglriteMOnAniX* 
erat,  urbi»  fanum,  attjue  bafiHcam,  Flavii  meritii 
fMtci  (acravere.  Aurelios  ViQor.  With  regard 
to  tiM  theft  of  Trsju'i  tropUe*,  cenrolc  Planlaiat 
Vtec*!  apud  Montfaucon,  Diariutn  Italicum,  p. 
S{9,  ami  t'ADciquite  £«pli4|acc  of  the  lattefa  t«m. 
iv.  p.  17b. 

[7;]  Prxtoric  leglonei  M  fiibfidte  ftAlcnlbus 
aptiora  quam  urbi  Romx,  fiiblau  pe«itu* ;  fimul 
ariH  atque  aiat  iadomcoti  miliMria.  Aureiiui 
Viflor.  Zofinra*  (1*  H.  p.  89.)  nestiotts  this  r»£l 

u  an  liillorian  ;  and  it  is  very  pMnpOBOy  CCto* 
braicd  >□  ihc  ninth  Panegyric. 

[76]  Ex  ofnnibui  provinciis  optimatcs  viros 
Cmis  t<t«  pigirenveiii  %  nt  Sen  it&i  dignitH  •  * .  tx 
tOti«»  O'Wa  flOf*  •^oofif'*'"*'-  N.i7;iriu5  in  Panegyr. 
y«t»  X>  )[•  The  word  ft^nira-vtru  i])\ght  aimoll 
fMm  «iaiUdo«lf  cMbi.  Coaceraiag  the  feiwtorial 
tax.feeZofimoj,  I.  ii.  p.  1 1 1;,  ibc  fecond  title  of  the 
(xth  book  of  the  Theodoiiaa  Code,  with  Gode> 
fioy't  Comneatwf*  sad  MoMiiw  «k  TAoidiak 
4m  bftrifuoM*  tm.  nviii.  f> 

[77]  Fiom  the  Theodcfian  CoJe,  we  may  tiow 
begin  to  trace  the  motioni  of  (he  emperor* ;  but  the 
dacw  both  of  time  and  pUce  have  frcqiiMlJy  bcCB 
aherad  by  the  caiekfliMb  of  uaaicribcn. 

[78]  Zofimus  (1.  ii.  p.  Po)  obferve^,  that,  before 
the  war,  the  filler  of  Coaflantinc  had  been  be- 
noAed  to  Liclakit.   Aeeoidlae  to  the  fMtttcr 

Viftor,  DitKlerian  svus  invited  to  the  nupsia^i ;  but 
having  ventured  to  plead  hi^  age  ^nd  iriAraiuiei,  he 
leccived  a  fecond  letter  tilled  with  rcproachei  for 
his  fuppofcd  partiality  10  thecattfeof  hdaxeatiM 
and  Maximin. 

[79]  Zofimus  mentions  the  defeat  and  death  of 
Mucfatio  ««  ofdinary  eveatt  t  b«t  LjOaoiioi  eitpa> 

tiates  on  thrr.i,  f'le  M.  P.  c.  4;— t;o.ll  aiVnhing 
them  to  the  miraculous  interpolttion  of  iieaven. 

Idciniai  at  that  tine  was  om  of  the  pioieAors  of 
the  church. 


[tej  i^Atntiu  de  M.  P.«,  50.  AoioImi  ViAor 
iBMhM  OB  tht'difetnt  coiriaft  «f  Lkniafi  Mid  of 
CMJUntiae*  in  the  oft  of  f  idoiy. 

[It]  Tlie  ftofaal  appetites  of  Maximin  were  gra- 
tified at  the  expeace  of  hi*  fabjedi.  Hia  eoiHich»( 
who  forced  away  «v!vw9  and  trnfint,  eeeitoed  their 

naked  charms  wiih  anxioas  curiofily,  left  toy  fart 
of  their  body  flaoaldbe  found  nawoc^  of  the  foyal 
embraeet.  Coyweft  aed  dHdala  were  oeofidewd  at 

trcafon,  and  the  obSinate  fair  one  uu  ccndemncd 
to  be  drowned.  A  cuflom  was  gradually  intro* 
duoed,  that  ao  petlba  Iboold  aaarry  a  wife  withoat 
the  pcmtiflion  of  the  emperor,  "  ut  ipfe  in  omni- 
bus aupiiis  pricgafiatoreflett"  LaQantius  dc  M.  P. 
c  38. 

[8a]  Lafiaatteade  M*  F.  c.  39. 

[83]  Diocletian  at  left  fenC  OOgottaai  faeia, 
quendam  miUtaiamac  potentemfiraiBt  to  inteitMde 
in  favovrof  hk  daughter  (Ladantiai  de  M.  P.  e. 

41).  Wc  arc  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
biilory  of  thcfc  timea,  to  point  out  the  perfoa  who 
waa  eaptoyed. 

[84]  Valeria  qaeqaeper  varias  ptorladaa  qefa* 

decim  menfibos  plebeio  cnltii  pcrragata.  LaAan« 
tiua  de  M.  P.  c.  51.  There  is  Tome  doubt  whether 
are  ftonld  compute  the  £fieen  months  from  the  mo. 
meat  of  her  exile,  or  from  that  of  her  efcape.  The 
exprelSon  of  ftrwtgmtm  ften*  to  denote  the  latter  { 
but  in  that  cafe  we  muft  fappofc,  that  the  ireatift 
of  LaAaatiai  waa  written  aiftcr  the  firft  civil  war 
between  Lidaias  and  Ctoaftaatiafc    See  Cuper^ 

[S;J  Ita  iili)  pudicltia  et  conditio  exitio  fiitt. 
LaAantiui  de  M.  P.  c  ji.  He  relates  the  miiftr* 
tenet  of  the  iiiaecent  wife  ead  daoghtcr  of  Diacle> 
ti^in  with  a  very  aatoiil  ninaie  ti  jnty  ead  es» 

ultation. 

[S6]  Thecurions  reader,  who  confultsthe  Valefian 
fragment,  p.  713,  will  perhaps  accufc  mc  of  gMag 
a  bold  and  licentious  paraphrafe  ;  but  if  he  con- 
fider*  it  with  attention,  he  will  acknowledge  that 
a»y  iateipietetioB  ia  pcethable  and  eoofifteat. 

[97]  The  fituation  of  i'Emona,  or  at  it  It  now 
called,  Laybach,  in  Carniola,  (Danville  Geographie 
Ancicnne,  torn.  i.  p.  187.)  may  fuggellaconjeaurc. 
A*  It  lay  to  the  north  caft  of  the  Julian  Alps,  that 
importaat  territory  bccaote  a  aataral  olycd  of  diA- 

4  P«»» 
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pate  between  the  fovcteigot  of  luly  aad  of  Uly- 
tiCBin* 

[M]  GbaUt  or'Cibalc  (wliofe  name  h  Hill  pre- 

ferved  in  the  obicure  VOUI*  of  Swilei)  was  fituatcd 
about  &iiy  miles  from  Strmium,  the  capital  of  Illy- 
ticLim,  and  about  ooe  hundred  from  Taaruaum,  o* 
Belgrade,  and  the  conflux  of  the  Danube  and  the 
Save.  The  Roman  garrifont  and  cities  on  ihofe 
titan  are  finely  illullrated  by  M.  Daaville,  io  a 
ncHiair  inktui  ia  rAcademie  des  lofcriptioai, 
lom.  JotfSi* 

[S9}  Zofimasf  1.  ii  p.  90,  91.)  i^ivei  a  rery  parti- 

Cu'-ir  acccun:  of  this  battle;  but  the  JcfcriptioiM 

of  Zoliniui  are  rhetorical  rath.r  thnn  military. 

[90]  Zofitnai,  1  ii.  p.  92,  93.  Anonym  Va- 
kfian,  p«  713-  The  Epitomes  fh'rniOi  ibnc  cir* 
cwaifteiiceti  Imt  th>>y  hrrgccnily  confound  the  two 
wall  between  Liciaius  ai.J  C  oiuUntine. 

[9  ]  Pctrus  I'atricius  in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  27. 
If  it  (huuld  be  thought  that  fftSfof  fignifict  flUOfe 
properly  a  fon-in-iaw  than  a  kiofiiwn,  we  aiigkt 
coiije£)ure,  that  ConHantiDe,  aflliiatBg  tbe  name  as 
well  the  duiici  of  a  father,  h^id  adopted  his 
younger  brother*  and  iiller*,  ibe  cbildxea  of  l'be> 
pdora* 

[9a]  Zofimui,  I  i!  p.  rj.  AeeRTiN.  Velefian, 

p.  71  :.  F.'Jtrr  j-iu5,  X  1;.  Aurcllas  Viflor.  F.afeb.  in 
Cbron.  Soz  ";i'.cn.  1.  i.  c.  z.  Four  of  the  fc  writers  afSrin 
that  the  promr^tion  of  the  Cxfars  was  an  article  of 
the  treaty,  it  is  however  certain,  that  the  younger 
Coaftanrine  and  Liciniot  were  not  yet  born  ;  and  it 
if  bigh'y  probable  that  the  promotion  was  made  the 
\A  of  March.  A,  D.  317.  The  treaty  bad  probably 
fiipulated  that  two  might  be  created  by  the  weRern, 
and  one  only  by  the  cu:lcrn  emperor ;  but  each  of 
them  refcrvcd  to  himic)!  the  choice  of  the  perfooi. 

(9;]  Codex  Thcodoftan,  1.  xi.  tit.  27.  torn, 
iv.  p.  188,  with  Godefioy'a  obftivaiiaai.  8eo 
likcwUe,  1.  V.  lit. 

[0 1 ]  Omnia f  tij  placita,  doffli pro<j>era,  lonons 
ebenatc.  fruituum  copi.i.  &c  Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  38. 
This  oration  of  Naxarias  we*  pronoenced  on  the 
day  cf  the  CV!in(}uennaliaof  the  Ccfarti  the  ill  of 

March,  A.  L«.  jJi. 

[9;]  See  the  editt  of  Condantine,  tiddrefled  to 

the  Roman  peopte  i«  the  Tbcodofian  Codei  1.  ix» 
til.  S4«  tool,  iii  p  1 89. 


[96]  Hit  foD  very  £urly  aflisn*  ^  rcateef 
die  repeal,      Ne  leb  ijped*  auodoiia  jo^  ali- 

qua  in  ulcifcendo  criminO difawao  salccffetar."  Cbd. 

Thcod.  lom.  iii.  p.  193. 

[97]  Bofebies  (in  Vita  ConSant.  I.  iii.  c  I.) 
choofes  to  affirm,  that  in  die  reign  of  Us  hero,  the 

fword  of  judice  hung  idle  in  the  hands  of  the  flW> 
giAratcs.  £afebius  himfclf,  (I.  iv.  c.  ag.  54.}  aed 
the  Theodofian  Code,  will  in(bm  n*.  that  thb  eX' 

Ccflive  leniry  was  not  owing  to  the  want  cither  of 
atrocious  criminals  or  of  penal  lav.s. 

[98J  Nasarioi  in  Panegyr.  Vet.  x.  The  viAory 
of  Cri^Nia  oeer  Aa  AltKaaai,  is  cxpitftdoB  fime 
medals. 

[9  )]  !^ee  Zofimus,  1.  ii.  p.  93,  94.  ThoRgh  tft* 
narrative  of  that  Ht|loriaB  is  neither  clear  nor  coa- 
fiHent^  The  Panegyric  ofOptatiannt  (c.  23.)  men- 
tions the  alliance  of  the  Sarmaiians  with  the  Carpt 
and  Cicta:,  and  point*  out  the  feveral  field*  of  battle. 
It  ii  foppofed,  th  .tthe  Sarnaiiaa  games.  ceHebraisd 
in  themont)  it  November,  derived  their  oripafiom 

the  fiicccu  ol  this  war. 

[looj  In  the  Cifaxt  of  Julian  (p.  329  Conmen* 
laire  de  Spanheim,'  p.  «$s.)  Onftandae  beats, 

that  he  had  rccoMTcd  the  province  (Dacia),  which 
Trajan  had  fubdued.  But  ii  is  infinuated  by  Silenot, 
that  the  cooqueib  of  Conftantine  were  like  dw 
gardens  of  Adonis,  which  fade  tad  wither  alaiaft 

the  moment  they  appear. 

[101]  Jornandetde  Rebus  Gettci*,  c.  21.  I  Itoow 
not  whether  we  may  enrirdy  depend  en  hia  aadierity. 
Such  an  alliance  has  a  very  recent  air,  and  fc^rrri/ 
i*  fuited  to  the  maxims  of  the  bfgiaung  ol  ;hc 
fourth  ceatury. 

[102]  Eufebiui  in  Vit.  CooOantiac,  I.  L  c.  8. 
Thi*  paffag^,  however,  ia  taken  from  a  general  de* 
claBMiiiioB  OB  the  greatnefs  of  ConSaadne,  aad  ao( 
fioB  aiqr  particBlar  accaant  of  die  Gothic  war. 

(103]  ConAantinus  tamea  vir  ingeni,  et  omnia 
effioeie  oiieat  %w  aaioe  jmpraflet :  firaui  frin- 
cipatum  todns  orbis  aSeAans  Ucinio  bcllom  incul  it. 
Katropius,  x.  j.  ZoGmus.  I.  ii.  p.  89.  Tbereafiwa 
which  they  ha«c  adlgned  for  the  firA  civil  war  may, 
with  more  propriety,  be  applied  to  the  ^Kond. 

[1C4]  Zoftmas,  1.  ii.  p.  94,  9j. 

£105]  Con* 
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lar 


*[tO$]  ConRantine  was  very  atHadte  10  Ae  pri> 
vileges  and  comferi  of  hit  fel low-veterans  (Conve- 
terani),  at  Iw  wiw  began  to  ilyle  them.  Seethe 
TkeodoGatt  Ctade,  L  vU.  tit  so.   tom.  9. 

419—429. 

[106]  WhiJft  the  Atheniaot  inaiotaincd  the  em< 
pife  of  the  fea,  their  fleet  coaiiAcd  of  three,  and 

afterwards  of  four,  hundred  pallic!  of  thrfc  r^inks  of 
oars,  all  completely  equipped  and  rcc^y  tJr  imme- 
diate fir-ii,  riic  arfcnal  in  tbc  port  of  Piraas 
had  coll  the  republic  a  thoufand  ulunts,  about 
two  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  pounds.  See 
Thucydidcs  dc  L'cl.  Peloponn*  1.  Si.  c.  t].  and 
Metufiat  de  Fortuna  Attica^  c.  19. 

[IQJ^]  ZnlUn^  L  ii.  p.  9c,  96.  This  great 
bittk  ia'deferibcd  la  the  Vuefian  frajrmrnt  (p. 
714*),  !n  a  clear  chough  concifs  miinner.  "  Licinius 
vera  circum  Hadrianopolin  maximo  cxercitu  !*• 
tehiatdn  montis  Irapleverat:  illactoloagmiBeCbn- 
flanttnus  inPcxit.  Cum  bcllum  terrft nwiqoe  tra- 
herctur,  qunrnvis  per  arduum  fuis  nltCBtibtts,  atta- 
men  difcipfind  militarietfelicitkte^CiaallndiittsLi* 
ciaii  confufniD  «c  fine  ordine  agenten  vidt  tiMfd- 
lonii  IcviierfeBMM&sciatui." 

[108}  Zaimuh  1.  ii.  p.  97.- 98.  Tlw  concM 

ilw»jr$  fets  out  of  the  Ihl'cfpor.C;  and  when  it  is 
■flificd  by  a  north  wind,  no  reQel  can  attempt  the 
pa(Sige.  A  foath  wind  renders  the  force  of  the  cor* 
not  alaoA  iroperceptifate.  SeeTQiuacfartTt  Voftfjt 
M  Lerant,  Let.  xu 


[109]  Aardiat  Viadr.  Zofima,  1.  ii.  p.  98. 

According  to  the  latter,  Mnrtinianus  was  Magifter 
Officiorum  (he  ufes  the  Latin  appellation  in  Greekj. 
SfliM  medals  feem  to  intimate,  that  duiag  Ut  ftoit 
he Kodvedtheiitie of  Asgdloa. 

[lie]  Eufebiu;  (in  Vita  Conl^antin.  1.  ii.  c  r6, 
17.)  aTcribet  this  decilive  viaorj  to  the  pioua 
prqmt  of  dw  empefor.  The  Vateiaa  fincaeM 

(p.  714.)  mentions  n  t>ody  of  Gotldc  MllililliM* 
under  ilieir  chief  Aiiquaca,  who  tdlMMd  tO  the 

peny  of  lidaim. 

[i  1 1]  Zofinn,  .1.  ii.  p«  los.  Vidar  Jodor  U 
Epitone.  AmujA,  Vakfiaa.  p.  714. 

[112]  Contra  teligionem  (acramenti.  ThelTa. 
loaiccpriTatnaoccifus  eft.  Eatroptus  x.  6.  and  hia 
evidcBceitconfiiaed  by  St.  Jerome  (in  Chrooic.)  at 
well  as  by  Zofimai,  I.  ii  p.  101.  The  ValcfiaB 
writer  i<  the  ool/  oae  who  mention*  the  foldietl, ' 
and  it  ii  Zonhtaa  alone  who  calls  i«  tke  afffianca 
of  the  fenale.  Eufcbius  prudently  flldes  over  this 
delicate  tranfaOion.  But  Sozomen,  a  centniy  af- 
Mtwardi,  veoQuea  loaiiint  As  tfcafenaUe  ptaOicca 
eif  LIdinai. ' 

[113]  See  the  TheodoCan  Code.  I.  xr.  tit.  ij. 
torn.  ».  p.  404,  40$.  Thefe  edifts  of  Conftantine 
hetray  a  degree  of  pafim  sod  precipitancy  very  ua« 
iMCOBiag  of  the  duMBtu  of  « lawgiter. 
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£1]  T^UM  Affyrios  penes,  Medofqae,  ct  Pcrfas 
Oricns  fuit,  defpcfliflima  pars  fer\itutis. 
Tacit.  Htft.  V.  8.  Herodotus,  who  vifitcd  Afia 
whilft  it  obeyed  the  lall  of  ihofc  empiics,  (lightly 
mentions  the  Syrians  of  Palelline,  who,  according 
10  tlieir  own  eeofelfion,  had  received  from  Egypt 
t^o  t^oTcirfhnieifion.   See  1.  it.  c.  194.  ' 

■  (aVDiodorns  Sicnint.  I.  xl.  Dion  Calilus,  1. 
notvii.  p.  lai.  Tidl^  -Hift,-  t.  1—9.  JuAin, 
xxxvi.  2j  3«  ..... 


[j]  Tradidit  arcanoxjttsecnnque  voluoiine  Mofeta 
Non  monftrare  viat,  caden  oifi  facn  cotead  * 
QoxStos  ad  fontcs  folos  dedaeere  verpas. 
The  letter  of  this  law  is  not  10  be  found  in  the  pre- 
fent  volame  of  Mofcs.  But  the  wife,  the  humane 
Maimonides  openly  teaches,  that  if  an  idolater  fall 
ideo  tie  water,  a  Jew  ought  not  to  £ive  him  froA 
inftant  death.  See  Bafoi^  HifleiM  del  joiA,  L 

vi.  c.  18. 

[4]  A  Jewid)  feai  which  indulged  tbemfclvei  in 
«  Alt  of  occaJioad  eoafenaity,  deriiad  bom  Neiod. 
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by  trhofe«taaipIeaod  authority  they  had  been  fc- 
dvotd,  the  name  of  Hcrodisni.  But  their  numben 
werefe  ioconfidcrable,  and  their  dttratton  fo  thort, 
thM  JoApiiaa  hw  ooc  thought  them  worthy  of  hit 
■ado*.  8w  PfUMw^t  Ckwaeaioa,  vol.  ii.  p.  aSj. 

1^1  Ckeio  pro  Flueob  c  «3> 

[6]  PUl0d*Lcgtdoa«.  Aagnllm  kft  •  A«a- 

dation  for  a  perpetaal  facrifice.  Yet  he  tpprored 
of  tb«  Bogle^t  which  hit  grandibo  Caioa  otprdTed 
MMrardi  tie MMph  JtnMmm  SwSaetoa.  ia 
Augnft.  e.  93.  and  Cababonli  aoM  ea  thai  paA 
fa|e. 

[7]  Sec,  b  pairittlv* Jofepb*  Aotifokat.  tf> 
XfiiL  6.  ladtfc  M.  Jadaic  L  s}.  aadiL  9. 

(t}  Jafi  •  Caio  Cxfare,  effigiem  ejus  in  templo 
Iqcafe  ama  potiut  fumpreic.  Tacit.  Hit),  v.  9. 
Philo  ao4  Joftpbos  gave  a  vcr^  circumftantial,  bat 
a  vry  rhetprical  accoant  of  thi»  tranfadion,  which 
•weediaglx  fcrylexad  the  governor  of  Syria.  At 
ll^  fyB.  n»enti«a  of  thii  Uotaliaai  propofal,  King 
i^rippa  (iaioted  way  ;  aad  4id  aCC  MGSWr.  lut 
i^r«;i  till  the  third  day. 

[9]  For  the  enameratioa  of  the  Syrian  and 
Anbiaa  MSth  it  any  be  obferved,  that  MUioa 
has  coraprlzed  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  very  beau- 
tifhl  lines,  the  two  large  and  learned  fyntagroai , 
wUdk^ddM  k«i  covpoM  ea  Aat  aUiaft  fab. 
jea. 

[lo]  All  that  relatei  to  the  Jewifli  profelytea  hai 
been  very  ably  treated  by  Bafnage,   Hill,  dea  J  nift, 

£tl]  See  Exod.  xxir.  a}.  Dent.  xn.  16.  the 
aoainMaCMon,  and  a  very  feafibk  aote  ta  the  Uni* 
laifti  Hitaf]r»  ioU' i.  p.  603.  .adlih  IbL 

[it]  Whaa  Pompey,  nfing  or  abafing  the  right 

of  conqucft,  entrrL,;  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  it  was 
ebfervcd  with  amuzcmcot,  "  NuHi  intus  Deftm 
efEgie,  vacuam  fiedev  et  ininia  arcaoa."  Tacit. 
HilU  V.  9.  It  wMt,  m  popular  frying,  with  r^ud  19 
the  Jew»» 

NU'fiMic  aajin  ctcoaii  aawtt  adnrtatt 

'fltl  A  f«conJ  kind  of  eircomciiioa  was  infliAcd 
OB  a  Sanaiitaa  or  Egypciaa  proftlyte.  The  (ailca 
indiflference  of  the  TalmudiOa,  with  refpeA  10  the 
convcrBon  of  ftrangera,  nay  W  fim  ^ffimgh 
HtittRadfiiJifi^  L  vLc6^ 


FTEENTH  CHAP  TER. 

[  1 4]  Thcfe  argiuatata  vtta  aited  with  great  in- 
genuity  by  the  Jew  Orobio,  and  refuted  with  equal 
ingenuity  and  candour  by  the  ChtiAiaa  Limborch. 
See  the  Anica  Collatio  (it  veil  dcfcwaa  iImi  Mmj^ 
or  acoonnt  of  the  difpote  betwoan  tlwni. 

Jefae  .  .  -  eireaaiciiM  erat;  cibia  uteh«. 
tur  Jodaicis ;  veftitA  fimili ;  paigatoa  fcabio  ai^ 
tebat  ad  facerdotaas  Pafebata  «t  alio*  dio*  Mot  w- 
ligiofe  obftrvabat :  Si  qaoa  tmmh,  fabacho,  odeadh 
non  untum  ex  lege,  fed  et  cxceptif  fententiis  tdia 
opera  labatho  son  intOfdiAa.  Orotins  de  Veritatr 
Rdl^aalt  CfitMiaan,  L  r.  c  7.  A  Kttie  afterwards 
(c.  ia.K  baaapMiamaa  .tio  niilafnwSiM  ii» 
apoftles. 

[16]  Psneooines  Chjiflaa  Deaa  fob  kgia«b> 
friiiadaaa  cndahaab  SdpMaa  Umm^  iL  ju. 
Sea  Bafebioi.  Hit.  Ecckfiaft.  L  i»w<.  f. 

[i-]  Mo(heim  <3e  Rebus  Chridisnis  ant^Cca- 
fiaatinum  Magnum,  p.  ijj.  In  this  maAcrly  per* 
ibmnca^vhkh  I  lhall  oAta  hareoocafioa  10  qaoca^ 
he  eaters  much  more  fully  iato  the  ftate  of  the  pri- 
mitive chorch*  than  he  haa  aa  Of^rtaaity  of  doi^ 
iaUs  CScacnd  IfiSoiy. 

'itVt  tam*ir,Vm.t.  j,  tedhcHNtBeda. 

fiatl  p.  6rj.  During  this  occafional  abfeuce,  the 
bilhup  and  church  of  PclJa  ftili  rcuiacd  the  title  ef 
Jeralalen.  fa  the  flgie  maoer,  the-  Reman  -  poa^' 

tiffs  refidcd  feventy  ycifl  at  Avignnn  ;  and  the  pi* 
triarcha  of  Alexandria  bave  loag  fince  trantfnied 
tkcircpUbopal  feit  10  CairOk 

[19]  Dion  Caiiee,  I.  fada.  TVaenBa  of  th* 

Jewiflt  nation  from  Jerufalem  is  attefied  by  AriAoof 
Pella  (apnd,£afcb.  1.  iv.  c.  6.),  aad  is  mendoaed  by 
-|^pafal«(eHfiaficdiii|ritei»i  tham^.ftaeof  Oum 
too  haftily  extend  tbb  iaieidiaiaa  IB  cbc  •hda 

country  of  PalelUoe. 

[ao]  Eufcbius,  1.  iv.  c.  6..  Sulpicina  S«ven% 
{{.31.  By  coaparing  thdr  adlktlsftAory  a<jeeaan» 

Mofbeim  fp.  32  ^  Sec.)  has  drawn  out  a  very  dif- 
tioA  repreientaiioa  of  the  naoacr  and  motivu  of 
ibit  icvoIatiQa. 

[at]  Le  Gkra  (Hifl.  EcclcfiaiL  p.  477.  ^m.) 
leeou  to  havecoIIeAed  from  Eufebius,  Jerome.  Epi- 
phaaius,  and  other  wnten.  all  the  priacipal  drcon* 
ftaaces  that  ralate  to  the  Nazarenes  or  Ehionitek 
Tba  aatnic  ef  their  opiaion  Aon  dtridad.tbpai  iaa» 
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■vftrider  and  a  mHdcr  (e€i;  and  tbere  ii  (omo  rm- 
Ail  «»«Mt)*«toMb  iktt  A*  tarf^  if  JiAt  eUft 

remained  membeM*  ttlcai^tf  tfeft  lllMriBA  aM* 

raoderate  part/. 

[ai]  SMMwrtNttlaTC  ton  pleafed  to  cmteaa 
EbioD,  the  imaginary  author  of  their  fed  and  nam^. 
B«c««  CM  MIC  fiifiriy  mIjf  «« the  kaivad  SoftbtM 
ikM «■  dM Mkevaw TwMllba,  «rtiMendaloM 

Epipkuiiai. 

[2]]  See  the  very  coriovi  Dia]ogae  of  jnfthi 
Martyr  with  the  Jew  'I  ryphoa.  1  ha  conftrcacc 
between  diem  wa«  held  at  MflttlkMp  is  ike  rng«  of 
AMoAtMi  nmtt  md  abo«l  tmanf  fiitov  aim  th» 
NtimoftkedMfellof  PrH»io|ar«idH«  fmAk 
dateconfult  the  accurate  now  of  TiUeaMail^  Id*- 
moire*  Ecdefiaftiq net,  tom.  ii.  p.  jii. 

[14}  Of  all  the  fy  ftim  s  of  Ch  r  i  ilianity ,  that  of  A  by  f- 
iiniau  the  only  one  which  ftill  adheres  to  thehfofaic 
lite*  (Gcddea's  Chuck  JHiAoiy  of ifitliioBia,aad  Dif. 
feftaciou  de  le  Gfa»4  ftf  h  Kcbtum  Ai  P.  Lobo). 
The  eiMttch  of  the  qoeeii  Cudacc  might  fnggeft 
ibaie  farpidoaai  bat  m  «•  ate  afliued  (Socntea,  i. 
19.  SflKanen,  Ii.  14.  Ladolphas,  p.  ati'.jdiat 
the  Ethiopians  were  not  converted  till  the  fourth 
eeatttr/ 1  it  is  more  raafnnahk  (0  baUeft^  that  they 

MttH  is  Utation  of  tbe  Jews^vkoiaa  very  early 
period,  were  feated  00  both  fide*  of  dbe  Red  6c», 
CiicomcifioQ  had  been  prafiifed  by  the  moft  aadeai 

i£thiopians,  from  motives  of  health  and  cleanlinefs, 
which  ieem  to  be  explained  in  the  Recherche*  Phi. 
MbpkiqtMB (br in  AaMtinlM^  toii.  il,  pi.  pi7» 

[Sf]  B—febre.  Hiftoire  do  Manicheifme,  I.  i. 
c  }♦  fcaalalid  their  olaeaioBi,paTtic«latiythaJiiaif 
Paaina,  tte  advcrfaiy  of*  AnguftiD,  widi  the  moft 
learned  impartiality. 

[26]  Apud  ipfos  £de*  obflinata,  mirericordia  in 
promptu  :  advcrfus  omoes  alios  hoflile  odium. 
Tacit.  Hill.  v.  4.  Sareljr  Tadtns  had  fccn  the 
Jews  with  too  favourable  an  eye.  The  perufal  of 
Jofephus  mull  have  dc-Aroyed  the  antithcfi*. 

■  [}7J  Dr.  Burnet  (Arehasologfa,  i.  ii.  c  7.)  has 
dtfcuftd  the  firllchapian  of  Gcaaiu  with  too  nocb 

wit  and  ftcedom. 

[28}  The  milder  GMftics  (aafidamd  Jahofii,  ihs 
Creator,  as  a  Bci^g  of  a  mixfNl  MtaMbatwaett  Gad 
and  the  Daemoo.  Oihcra  cmibaadnl  Un  wMi  the 
•vU  pdaciplc. 


Ca9]SMBMBfebta^Iiil.d»Miniche!rme,  1.  i  c.4. 
Oifgea  and  8t.  Aegntffl  iNn  among  the  Allcgariia» 

[}:>]  Hcgcfippas,  ap.  Euftb.  t.  iii.3a.  !v.  cs. 
ClaflMm  AlewrilriB.  Snoaat.  tii.  17. 

[31]  In  the  accOBDt  of  tbe  GnoQics  of  the  feccnd 
aad  third  ceataries,  Molhcim  is  iogenioas  and  caa- 
did  }  Le  Clere,  dali,  but  «nft  t  Bcaalbfare  alawft 
always  an  apolrigift  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  the  primitive  father*  are  veiy  fte^aendy  oiom- 

[}a)  Swdtocaaliguii  «f  lit— as  and  Epigha* 

niut.  It  muft  indeed  be  allowed ,  that  thai*  writers 
were  iocliaed  to  multiply  the  number  of  fed*  which 
appoM  Aa  aaii£ir  of  fha  chdktli. 

EofcUai^  Lvr.  c.  15.  See  in  Bayle,  iatha 
article  of  JtfmMi.  a  carkms  dftailof  a  dSfpotecn 
that  fabjed.  It  Ihoald  Cum  tiat  fome  of  the  Gaa^ 
tics  (the  Bafilidiana)  declined,  aad  evea  rafilM 
the  hoaoar  of  nartyrdonu  Their  reafbn  nm 
fiagilar  aadaUbvAi.  SaaMalheim.  p.  3{9. 

[34]  See  a  wry  maarlbbie  paflage  of  Origea 
(Proem,  ad  Lncam).  That  indefatigable  writer,  who 
had  eoofaned  his  life  in  tbe  &udf  of  the  fcifpiorei^ 
idles  fcr  ibcif  aallieMirfty  ek  die  iaf^^ifed'  MfllRNfiy 
of  the  charch.  ft  was  impoCble  that  the  Gooftics 
could  receive  oar  pielsat  gplpels»  many  paru  of 
wirieh  (ptftiedi^f  fe  dM  idiuiieaio*  of  Cliii^ 
are  direAIy,  and  as  it  might  fecm  dcfigaedly,  polMa^ 
againft  their  favourite  tenets.  It  is  therefore 
what  fiagnlar  diat  Igaatin*  (Epift.  ad  Smym.  ^tr» 
^  pollol.  tom.  ii.  p.  34.)  fltould  chufe  to  emptof  a 
vague  and  doubtful  tradition,  inftead  of  quoting  tfat 
teCineaf  «f  the  emgeDfti. 

[js]  lUient  Bpei  favos ;  habent  eccleflaa  ct 
Marcioailak  is  the  flrong  esprafioa  of  TertaUiaBi 
which  I  am  obliged  to  quote  from  memory,   In  the 

time  of  Kpiphiniu  '.ijierf.  Il-irefji,  p.  ;'>!.)lhe 
Maicionite*  were  aery  nameroat  in  ludy,  Sytia, 
Egypt,  AraMat  lad  Fferia. 

{$6}  Aagaiia  ia  a  meaMwablc  iatanoeaf  lU> 

gradual  progrcfs  from  rcafon  to  faith.  He  was, 
during  fcvctal  years,  engaged  in  the  Manichxin  fed; 

[I7J  The  ananiflMmt  fcotinent  of  the  p^raitiv| 
alMtb  ii  aary  dearly  aiplaine*  by  Joliia  Ma^Vi) 

Apolng.  Major,  by  Athcnagnras  Legat.  c.  at,  Afc 
and  by  LaAantiu*,  Inflitut.  Di^ia.  ii.  14—19.    ^  , 
i  a  (};]  Tff- 


Digitized  by  Google 


NOT^S  .QN  FIFTEEN  TP  |C RAFTER. 


[3S]  Tertultian  (Apolog.  c.  23.)  alloges  the  oom- 
Icffion  of  (he  Dxinons  theinfelvci  as  oftea  M  thef 
were  tormented  by  the  ChriAian  rxorcirts. 

[39]  Tertullian  has  written  a  moil  fevcre  txcatiiic 
againft  idolatry,  to  cMtioii  kit  brethren  againft 

the  hourly  danfjcr  of  ircurrin;^  (hat  guilt.  Re- 
COgita  fytvam,  ei  (juanta:  latiiant  fpinx.  £)e  Ido- 
htria,  c  10.        '  :  - 

[40]  The  Roman  fcnate  was  always  held  in  n 
temple  or  confecrated  place  (Aulas  Gellini,  xiv.  7.}. 
BtJore  the/  entered  on  bniaer*,  erery  ieoator  dropt 
Ibiae  wine  and  frankiaa*fe  oo  the  ajura  Sstloa. 

an  Augull.  c.  3  ;. 

[41]  See  Tcrtuliian,  De  SpeaacoHs.  This  le- 
vere  reformer  flicwa  sio  more  Indolgence  to  a  tra- 

gedy  of  IvjriplJes,  than  ta  a  combi:  of  gl.idiators. 
The  drefi  of  the  adors  particularly  offends  him.  By 
the  ufe  of  the  lofty  bufldo,  dwy  tepkmflf  llrifa  «» 
•dd  acttbit  to  their  llatiire,  c.  23. 

"  'Ci'^  The  ancient  pa£iicc  of  concluding  the  en- 
tcttrimBCnt  nriA  KhMkmr,  nny  he  fomd  in  ctery 

claffic.  Socrntfs  and  Seneca,  in  their  laft  moments, 
jnade  a  noble  application  of  this  cuflom.  Pofi^uam 
/bgnvoi  calidie  aqnae  totroiit,  leTpergeni  pioximos 

fervorum,  addit.i  voce,  Itbarc  fc  HquorClB  illttip 
Jovi  Liberaiori.    Tacit.  Annil  xv.  64. 

[4;J  See  the  eltgant  but  itlDlatrouj  hymn  of 
Catullus,  on  the  nuptials  of  Manlius  and  Jolia. 
O  Hymea,  Hyneace  io !  Qgia  haic  Deo  conpariar 
'aofit? 

•  .    '  • 

[44]  The  ancwHt  funerals '(in  th'ofe  of  MUeons 

and  Pallas)  are  no  lefs  accuiattl/  il. ''..libcd  by 
Virgil,  than  they  are  iUuftrated  by  hii  commen- 
tator Scrvini.  The  pik  itfeir  wn  an  altar,  the 
flames  were  fed  with  the  blood  of  viflim:,  and  all 
the  afTiAants  were  fprinkled  with  luftral  water. 

.   [45]  Tertullian  de  Idolatrta,  c.  If. 

.  [46]  See  every  part  of  Moatftuconis  Anti< 

qaities.  Even  ;hc  reverfcs  of  the  Greek,  and  Ro- 
man coins  were  frequently  of  an  idolatrous  nature, 
ifere  indeed  the  fcrnplea  of  the  CliriAiaa  ware  fttf- 
|»ended  hy  a  flronger  paffion. 

[47]  Tertullian  de  Idolatria,  c,  zr,  21,  ai.  If 
a  Pagan  friend  (on  the  occafion  perhajM  of  fneez- 
iog)  ufed  the  familiar  expreflion  of  "  Jupiter  bie(a 
"  yoa,"  the  Chrilltan  was  obliged  to  proteft  agaiaft 
Ite  dimity  of  Jupiter. 


f4S]  ConfnIt'dMaofttabeond  wotkofOvidjUIs 
impcrfea  fa^i.  Ha  SwMbed  ao  B0f«  than  the  firll 
fix  BMoths  of  the  fcar.  The  conpilatioa  of 
Macrobint  is  called  the  SMaruUm,  bnt  it  is  only  a 
fmr.ll  part  of  the  Ml  book  that  bean  aay  iclatioa 
to  the  title. 

[49]  TertnlUan  has  compoftd  a  defeaee,  or  rather 
panegyric,  of  Ihe  ralh  aCHon  of  a  CbrijHaa  ftMcr» 

who,  by  throwing  away  his  crown  nfla  rcl,  hadea- 
pofed  himlelf  and  his  brethren  to  the  oioiliaiailaeBt 
danger.  By  the  mentwa  of  the  a^trmn  (Sevems 
and  Caracalla)  it  is  evident,  not» itl.llanding  th; 
wiflica  of  M.  de  TiUemoat,  that  Tertullian  com- 
poM  his  xraattM>e  CaiWM,  loag  Men  ba  waa  c». 
gaged  in  the  errors  of  the  Montanifia,  See  Mrmtlilft 
Eccleftailiques,  torn.  iii.  p.  384. 

[50]  In  particular,  the  firft  book  of  the  Tuftulaa 
Qncllions,  and  the  tr^atife  De  SeoeAate,  'and  the 
Snmnlum  Scipionls,  cotitain,  in  the  moft  beautiful 
language^ '  every  thing  that  Grecian  philofophy, 
'or  Rnaan  ga'od  leBfe,'~cottld'fiblMf  ftiggeft  oa'-dria 
dark  bat  important  fahieft. 

[^1]  1  he  pre-exirtencc  of  human  fouls,  fo  f.ir  at 
leall  as  that  do^rine  is  compatible  with  .religion* 
was  adopted  bf  aMay-of.  the  Gredc  aai  I^Mh  ia» 
thers.  SeaBeaaMRW  Bift.  da  MaakbetraW!,  1.  yi. 
c<  4'  > 

£52]  See  Cicero  pro  Clucnt.  c  C.  C-cf-ir  ap. 
Sallaft  de  BelL  CatlUa.  c.  $0.  Juvenal  Satir.  ii. 

Efle  aliquot  manes,  et  fubcerranca  rrgna.  ' 


Ncc  pncri  credantp  atfi  qat  aoadam  ere  lavaaiar. ' 

[53]  The  xith  hook  of  the  OdyiTey  gives  a  very 
dreary  and  incoherent  account  of  the  infernal 
Ihadcs.  Piadar  aad  Vii|^I  have  emhdtahed  the 
pi^urc  }.  bnt  even  thole  poets,  though  more  corre^ 
than  their  great  model,  are  guilty  of  ve/y  ilracge 
inconfiflencies.  See  fiayle,  Reponfti  Jm  qnefiloat 
d'  un  Provincial,  part  iii.  c.  22. 

[54]  See  the  xvith  Epillle  of  the  firfl  Book  of 
Horace,  the  xlilth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  end  the  fid 
Satire  of  i  crfius :  thefe  popular  difc.-urfcs  eTprels 
the  ftotimcnt  and  bnguagcof  the  {Cud4tudC{ 

XssJ.  I*!^'  Druids  borrowed  funu  of  a^oacjr  on 
hoods  made  payable  to  the  ctednor  ia.ihe  other 

worMi 
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Izix 


warM.  The  fuc^cfi  of  (uch  a  traJe  it  que  «f  the 
'ftaagefriASaaca  flf  faeerdatal  art  ud  popalar 

..   •   •  • 

[j6)  Th<!  rii'f  t  revcrfm'  a  jTh^^r  nf  the  Divine 
•Legation  of  M«ic»  aUi^nt  a  very  cuiious  icafon  for 
the  omiliioo,  «Bd  oMft  iageniwilly  moctt  k  on  che 

unbelicveri. 

[sj]  See  Le  Clerc  (IVoIetomeiM  «d  Uijl.  £c- 
clellaft.  c.  I .  Tea.  8.).   H!i  a ithorTtjr  leems  to  cariy 

the  greater  •Bifi;-'n;,  as  he  has  written  a  learned  and 
judicious  oomiucntuy  on  the  booi^s  of  ihe  Old 
TeAament. 

jofcfh.  Antiquitat.  I.  x!:!.  c.  ID.  Accord- 
ing to  the  rnoH  natural  interpretation  of  his  woi  Jj, 
the  Saducees  admiued  only  the  Pentateuch  ;  but  it 
'liM  plcafed  ibme  nodern  critic*  to  add  the  propheu 

10  tl.Lir  C.ccd,  anii  10  (uppcf^,  tl-.r.t  they  cnr.tfn'cd 
t^mfclvea  with  rejecting  the  tradibooa  of  the 
PkHlftdi4S.]>r«.Jortia  haa  argued  that  poiM  is  Ut 
Biini^  OR  Bdcleteftial  iiiiorjPt  vol.  a.  pr  tej. 

[59]  cxrcflation  wns  countrnir.ccd  by  the 

twcDty-fourth  chapter  ot6i.  Matibcw,  and  by  the 
filftcpiflle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  ThefTaloniani.  £r«|V 
niu3  removes  (he  difficulty  by  the  help  of  alle^ 
gory  and  metaphor ;  and  the  learned  Crocius  ven« 
ture;  to  infinuate,  that,  for  wife  purpofea,  the  piAya 
deception  was  permitted  to  t^keplacA* 

£60]  See  BttfUCt'a  Sacied  Theory,  part  iti.  C  5. 
1  his  traditiOB  nay  hm  traced  .li  hi^.i  the  aaihor 
of  the  Epiftle  of  i'  lrn^Lj  \.]vi  wrote  in  ihe  firll 
century,  «nd  v»ho  fccim  to  have  btcti  half  a  Je*-. 

[61]  The  primitive  church.ofAntioch,  computed 
rim«lt  <oo*-  yemrt  Aim  the  ^MiM  of  the  world 

tn  t'.;c  birth  of  ChriK.  Africaottt^  LaAantius,  nnd 
the  Greek  church,  have  reduced  that  number  to 
jj^o,  and  Bafcbius  !  u  contented  himfclf  with 
^r-:.  ycirj.  Thefe  calculations  were  formed  oa 
the  Septuagint,  which  was  univerfaliy  rrrceived 
daring  the  fix  lirft  centuries.  The  authority  of 
the  Vulgate  aod  of  the  Hebrew  text  has  deter- 
mined the  tvodeniat  Protcflauti  as  well  at  Catho- 
]:ci,  tn  irefer  a  periotl  of  about  p-^  i  year; ;  thou;3li, 
in  the  Wady  of  profene  antiquity,  they  ofien  find 
themfelm  ilrdghtciM*  hf.  thoA  itiMw  llmitt.  • .  •■ 

'  [6^]'Moft  of  thele  piAares  were  horrowei  from 
a  nifiaMrpretMim-  «f— Il«ah>.  "DaiMi  'aad  the 


Apocalypfe.  One  of  the  groiFe.l  images  may  befbttlld 
in  lreniui(l.  v.  p.  the  difciple  of  Fipiat* 

who  had  feen  the  apoiUe  St.  John. 

[63]  See  the  fecond  dialogue  of  Juftin  with 
TryphoB,  and  die  ftrenth  book  ofLadaBtiai.  b 

is  u  nrceflary  to  all'qeai!  theiaterncdiatefittheri* 

as  the  fail  is  not  difputeJ. 

[64]  Dupin,  Bibliotbeqife  Ecclefiaftiqoe,  tom.  i. 
p.  zzi.  tom.  ii.  p.  36f<.  and  Molheim.  p.  jtoi 
though  the  latter  of  thefe  learned  diviaCi  i*  'SOt 

altogether  candid  on  this  occafion. 

[6;]  In  the  council  of  Laodicea  (abont  the  jrcar 
°9^o.)  the  Apocalypfe  was  tacitly  excluded  from  the 
facrcd  canon  by  the  fame  chtirches  of  Afia  to 
which  it  ii  addrcffcd  ;  and  we  nay  leant  from  the 
complaint  of  Saipidat  Screnu*  that  their  ftntesc* 
hid  brcn  r.ntii'c  H  by  the  greater  number  of  Chrt« 
ftiaiM  of  his  time,   f  roiy  mint  caafes  then  is  the 
Apocalypfe  at  ptatenttb  feaeially  received  by  th« 
(ireck,  the  Rinnan,  and  the  Protcfiant  churches  f 
The  following  ones  may   be  ki&giied.     t.  The 
Greeks  were  fubdued  by  the  auhority  of  an  im- 
pofflor,  who.  in  the  fixtb  century,  afluned  the 
ckaraftir  «f  Dienyfie*  the  Areopagit)!.     t.  M 
yUk  apprehenfion,    thtsc  the  r:r;<ininarians  might 
become  more  important  than  the  theologians, 
engaged  the  council  of  Trent  to  fix  the  fol  of 
the'r  infallibility  on  all  the  basks  cf  Sciipture, 
contained  io  the  latin  Vulgate,  in  the  number 
of  which  the  Apocalyple  was  fortunately  included. 
(Fra  Paolo,  llloria  del  Concilio  Tridentino,  1.  ii.) 
3.  The  advantage  of  turning  thofc  myilerioui  pro- 
phecies cgainll  the  Ste  of  Rome,  infpired  the  Pro- 
tcHasts  with  uncommon  veneration  for  fo  ufefiit 
an  ally.  See  the  Ingenioai  and  elcpnt  difeotsffta 
of  the  prefenc  biihop  flf  Litchield  00  that  oow 
proroifing  i'ubjcfl. 

[fiC]  La£laaiiu«  (iailitnt.  J^iv^n..  vii..  t|, 
Mi|atct.thc  ^tQaal  tale  of  Intan^  wilh  giHK  ipm^ 
aad  eloquence.   ^. 

[6/]  On  thii  fubjcil  every  reader  of  tafic  will 
be  entertained  with  the  third  part  of  Burnet'i  Sacred  ' 
Theory;  Hehleadaphihilaidiy.faiplaN^aodifa* 

ciliori,  ioro  one  ni.ipm  'icent  fy!*em  ;  in  the  defcrip- 
lion  of  w^iich,  he  uitplays  a  ilrength  of  fancy  not 
iolhrior  to  that  of  MiiMo  Jiiaiftif* 

[6S]  Andi 
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[68}  And  f*t  whattm  m»f  b«  die  bngf^ 

«f  indivtciaal*,  it  it  till  the  p«bllc  doftria*  itt 

the  ChriiUaa  churckn.   The  Jaaftnilli,  who  have 

■uti^taui  tini  iHitinenl  tiM  ^MiagaUhed  anL 

the  learoeci  M  <ie  'rilletnoct  nevex  difmi/Tet  a  vlj- 
taoot  emperor  wiihoat  proooofcifg  hi*  4v»VitfQ^ 
"Zoiagliat  wm  ptrhaps  the  mly  leeder  of  •  petty 
who  <vcc  adopted  the  nuMcr  reniimcfit,  and  he 
gave  00  ]fi(t  ofi'eoce  ta  t)tc  Lolbcitoji  than  co  (iw 
CathQlka.  See  Boiliiet,  |iitqi»  44*  VuiMiMP 
del  EgUfta  FtotfUuiau^lf  U,  c  i9-oM* 

[69]  ]n&ia  aad  Clemetji  of  Alexandria  aHow 
tl)a^  foffic  of  t))C  phiiofophera  were  iaflruded  fa/ 
dW  fioafiwadiilf  tie  dMble  fig^i£a(ioa,  oT 

ibt'biMMMi  naibi*  wd^  ilw  Dime  Wevd. 

[70]  TatuOiaB*  De  Speaaenlii,  c  lOi 

[71}  Ifotlddftanding  the  evafion*  of  Dr.  Mid* 
dleUM,  k  {•  impoffibie  to  ovwlook  the  dear  tneet 
•Friioaeead  infpintiaa,  «iidiaiaf  beliMad-ia 
^haafaMictahen. 

[7*1  Olb  MMdkW  ^ree  Inqoiry.  p.  96,  tec) 
abfenrei,  thai  m  thii  prcteofioa  of  elli  Othnn.  WM 
the  noit  di<Bcalt  to  fupport  bjr  an,  k««^  feewft 
:gpw«v.  The  oWervaiioa  fain  hie  hffatbdie. 

£7]}  Atheaetani  in  LegaiioDe.  Juftin  Martyr, 
Cohort  ad  Gcnie».  TertuUian  adverf.  Marcionit. 
1.  ir.  Thefe  dcfcrlpciont  arc  oot  very  qalike  the 
pii^p^tic  for/,  (or  which  Clctio  (dc  Divjaw.  iU 
54.)  aspiefte    li»()e  mareKe. 

[74]  Tertnlllan  (Apolog.  c.  23.)  tkrom  oat 
a  bold  de^ance  to  the  Pagan  magiHrates.  Of  the 
.^ifllltive  miracle*,  the  power  of  exorcifing.  waa  the 
4Aaly  «ne  wMch  haa  been  affumed  by  i'rotcllaati . 

[75]  Irenatui  adv.  Hasrefe*.  I.  ii.  ?6,  S"-  ^' 
«.  6.  Mr.  Dodwell  (Diflert.  ad  Irofwniin,  ii  42.) 
cODcludet,  that  the  fecond  centatf  aiie  Mil  aoia 
.Artik  ia  minclea  than  the  irfi. 

[76]  Theophaai  ad  AatelTcaai,  1.  ii.  p.  77. 

[77}  nik.M|idkton  fent  oat  hi*  iatroduQion  In 
dip  yaer  i^P47,  paM>(bedhit  Free  Inqoiir  ie  1749, 
aad  NalbR.hW  deeth,  «Ud|.  happeaed  ia  f7fo». 
he  bad  prepared  a  vioiliiailaB  of  it  egaiai  hie  aa» 
mmou  adverlariet. 


(78J  The  aaiverfiv  of  Oiferd  coofemd  dcgnii 
oa  hb  eppooeati.  Fieai  tha  iad^gaitioa  af  lAi* 

fheim  (p.  221.}.  irr mtj difiinrir  thn  ftwiiiiMilt  af 

the  Lutheran  divinet. 

[79]  It  na/  feem  foaen^C  remarkable,  that 
Bernard  ef  Ctatrveex,  who  record*  femaajr  mirtclci 

of  hit  friend  St.  Malachi.  never  take*  any  notice  of 
hiaowo.  which,  in  their  turn,  ho«v«vev,  art  catefail/ 
related  by  his  companiooj  aitd  dilciplei.  In  the 
long  feriet  of  eccleA^iilical  hidory,  doci  there  exift 
a  fingU  tnftance  of  a  faioc  aiTenuig  dut  he  him* 
fUfpafiOhd  the  gift  afaufaclie} 

[8oj  rhe  converfioD  of  Conftantine  ia  tlie  tn 
which  i<  moft  ufaally  fixed  by  Proteftanti.  The 
more  rational  divines  are  anwiUing  to  edaut  the 
miracles  of  the  ivth,  whilft  the  more  ovdalaaeaia 
Bnwilling  to  rejefl  thofis  of  the  vtfa  ccntary. 

[81]  The  impnietioae  of  CeUaa  aad  JoUaa, 
with  the  defaaae  of  rhr  ftnhert»  ataveqi  Airlgp  teed 
by  8panbeiM>.CMweMdi«  fn  Im  Clftndi  JaliB» 

p.  468. 

[82]  Plin.  EpiAol.  x,  97* 

[83J  TcrtDllian,  Apolog.  c.  44.  He  adde  ho«s 
am,  «ith  Ooie  degree  of  helitatioa«  *■  Aat  <  aliadi 
•*  J»a  BOB  ChriHiaBae.'' 

[8+]  The  philorophcr  Peregrinus  (of  whole  lilh 
aad  death  Lnciea  haa  left  ui  fo  eotcrtaiaisg  aa 
aeeoaat)  impafed,  ftr  a  hiaf  tiflw.aaihacradal«H 
fifliplidty  tf  tha  Chiiftiaaa  of  Ait. 

[S;]  Sre  a  very  judidaw  tiiaiifr  of Baib^ns 

fur  la  Morale  des  Peres. 

[H]  La£UBt.  Inftatut.  Divin.  1.  vi.  c.  20,  71,  i:, 

[87]  Confult  a  uork  of  Cleaieai  of  Aicxandrta,^ 
intitled  the  Pxdag.'gje,  which  coandpe  tha  tadE<^ 
meats  of  ethics,  aa  they  were  taoghtia  the  flMt  cdc> 

brated  of  the  Chriilian  fchoola. 

[88]  Tertonion,  de  Spedaettiis,  c.  aj.  CleoMae 
Alexindrin.  Ptedagog.  I.  iiLcSi 

[89]  Beaulbbre  Hiit.  Critiqae  da  liawifhaiflar, 
1,  vii.  c.  3.  JoOin,  Gregory  of  NyO,  Apgaiia,  ftc 

firongly  indined  to  thit  opieioo. 

[9c]  Some  of  the  Gaaftic  heretics  were  more 
coafiaenti  ihey  rejeaed  th»B<feaf  amiV* 

,      .  (Qol  Sea 
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[91]  See  a  chain  of  tradition,  from  Juflit  Mar- 
tyr to Jeromtt  is dM Morale  dca  Perea,  c.  iv.  6 — 26. 

[9a]  See  »  very  cariouIMIlMtttion  oa  the  Veil  all, 
la  th*  Ucaioirca  dt  TActdeoiif  &u  bJcriptioD^ 
IM  iL  p-  161—227.  Notwntbflandiog  tke  ho> 
man  and  rcwmida  wlncli  woe  beOowed  oa  chol« 
virgins,  it  mu  diffienlt  topracsre*  bSdait 
ber;  nor  could  the  dread  of  tbe  moft  korAlt  dMtb 
always  reiirain  their  incontinence. 

(93]  Cuptditsteai  proocaadi  aat  aaan  fomu 
aataalbai.  lifin«ciwFdk«c>3i*  ydkuApalog, 
If^.    Atheaagoras  in  L^pt.  6.  S8.  TtmdlilB 

de  Cultu  Fcemin.  i.  ii. 

L94]  Eufebios,  1.  vi.  8.  Before  the  fame  of 
QH^ea  kad  excited  envy  aad  pcrfecntioa,  this  ex- 
tfaordiattyaflion  wai  rather  adoiied  than  cenfured. 
A$  it  w»  his  general  prtfiiet  to  allegorize  fcripr 
ture;  it  feems  unfortanate  that,  in  this  inftance 
only,  he  fhould  have  adopted  the  literal  fenfe. 

[9$]  Cyprian.  Bpifiol.  4.  and  Dod«rell  Difikr- 
nc  CTpt^aie.  in.  SomcAIaf  IHw  tUa  tafe  «^ 
tempt  was  long  afierwardi  imputed  to  the  foander 
of  the  order  of  Foatevfaalt.  Bayla  hat  asuiM 
MaiMf  aad  Mawdawop  Attyttf  ft*i<ft» 

[96]  Da  pin  (BibHotheqao  iBQiildUqM,  tOBL  L 
p.  195.)  givca  a  pirticaiar  aecoant  of  tbe  dialogno 
of  tbe  ten  vir^t.  at  it  twaa  conpofed  byJdelho- 
diM»  Bift«p.«r  Tjrifc.  TbapaiA>«f  liq^dijriia 

[97]  The  Afceiici  (a«  early  ai  the  fccond  cen- 
taiy)  made  a  pnbiic  proMBao  of  aMrtifyiag  their 
hadiai,  Mdaf  ablibMsfiMiteaieorieftaiid 
viae,  lieftalii  ^  310. 

[98]  See  the  Morale  do  Teres.  Tke  fame  pa- 
lieoi  principles  have  been  revived  fince  the  Kefor- 
nathm'bf  the  Sodaiaae.'  tbe  nedere  Anabapdlb;' 
8«d  tbe  Quakers.  Barclay,  the  apologifl  of  the 
Quakers,  has  protcded  his  brethren,  by  the  aatho- 
ri^  of  die  pfiaiiivt  duiliaBi»  9.  5fa~S49* 

t99)Tn(allaar  Apalafsc.  ai.  ]>«UolttiM,.c;, 

17,  18.  OHficn  contra  Celfiim,.  1.  V.  *S)*  1« 
vii,  p.  3+8.  I.  viii.  p.  4J3 — 4J8. 

•[looj  TmoUiaa  (de Corona  Militis, c.  it.)  fag< 
gala  IB       thcwf  riiiwaf 'dafritingi  acaaaiel^ 


which,  if  it  had  been  gtaetally  kaoora,  was  not 
very  proper  to  conciliate  the  favoar  ot  tb«  enife* 
rort  toanuda  the  dtf^fiaa  ftft. 

[101]  Ai  awlln  we  can  jadge  ftoai  fhe  nail-. 

lated  reprefentation  of  Origcn,  (I.  viii.  p.  413  )  his 

adverfary,  Celfoi,  had  urged  hie  olye&ioa  mtb 

gMtt  Ibfce  aad  caadoar. 

'  •   •    '  . 

[loal  The  Arifloctatical  party  in  France,  aanill 

as  in  England,  has  (Irennooily  maintained  the  di- 

vine  origin  of  bilhope.   Bat  tbe  Calviaifiical  pi«& 

bftm  wcta  iaipaiieat  of  a  foperfar  1  aad  Hkt  Itek 

man  pontiff* nMbd  »  atknon/Mgtni  <9aal.  Sea 

Fra-Paolo. 

[103]  In  tbe  hiftoryof  tbacbrifliea  bictaiCbjr*. 
I  bava,  for  tbe  noft  part,  fidlowcd  tbe  leaned  aad 
caadid  MoOmSb. 

[104]  For  the  prophets  of  the  primitive  charcb». 
Cm  Molhcwif  Dinertationaa  ad  Uii.  SxekC  pet* 
tiMBtea,  ifla.&.  p.  133— aoS., 

[loj]  See  tbe  epiflles  of  Su  Paol,  and  of 
Clmeaat  tadhaCoriBihiaBi. 

[106]  HooM  BcckiBflied  FoStr,  I.  vH. 

[107]  See  Jerome  ad  Titnaif  e.  1.  and  Splllel. 
8$  (ia  the  Beaadfaiae  ediika.  toi).  What  ha 

obferves  of  the  bifhop  and  prelbyters  of  Alcxaadria,^ 
receives  a  remarkable  confirmation  from  the  patri> 
arch  Entychivs  (Annal.  torn.  i.  p.  330.--  VMl 
Poeock)  )  wboft  triKmony  I  know  not  how  to  re jrft, 
ia  lldiaaf  all  the  objedions  of  the  learned  Feahbn, 
i*  M8•Vladlcia^Icaadlalr,  part  i.  c  M. 

[  1 08]  See  tbe  introdoAion  to  the  Apoealypfe* 
BHhopt,  under  the  name  of  Angels,  «rere  already 
inilitam)  ia  fem  diies  of  Aita.  And  yet  the 
epiftle  of  Clemeni  (which  is  probably  of  Is  ancfeiit 
a  date)  doei  aat  lead  a*  to  dUoover  anf  Ciacat  oP 
cpifcopacy  cither  ft'Oorfntb  or  Home. 

[109]  Nulla  Ecclefia  Ane  EpUcopo,  wasafiidat 
well  aa  a  mKum  htm  the  ik^  of  TMaJUga  nd 
Iiea»u. 

[110]  After  w  e  hare  pnfTrd  the  difficnWes  of  the 
hhi  coaiary*  we  hnd  the  epifcofal  govern  meat 
aaifctfidlf  tltihliftad,  dilitana  iaMrapied  by  di* 

•egahlkaft 
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fbrmers. 

[ill]  See  MoQicimii)  the  firft  and  fecond  cen- 
tttries.  Ignatiu*  (ad  Smyrnxot,  e.  3,  ftO  It  fend 
of  cxaUir.g  the  cpifcopal  dignity.  Le  Clerc  (Hill. 
Eccleilalt.  p.  509.)  very  bluntly  cenfures  hii  con- 
iaSL  Mdheini,  «nih  ■  more  critical  judgment, 
<p.  161 «}  liifpcai  the  paiiqr  evea  of  the  foMUer 
e^lo. 

Nonne  et  Laici  faccrdotes  fumus?  T«r- 
tallian,  Exhart.  ad  Caflitat.  c.  -.  As  the  human 
heart  is  dill  the  fame,  feveral  of  the  obfervation* 
which  Mr.  Hume  hat  iB«Ie  on  BatbufiaTa,  (Eflayi, , 
vd.  i.  p.  7^.  juarto  edit.)  maj  be  appUcd  even  10 
ml  infptratioii. 

[n:]  Acta  Coccil.  Canhag.  apud Cyprian, EJit. 
Fell,  p  1 5  9.  Thij  eoendl  waicom^ofed  of  cighty- 

fevc'i  bilhc^s  frora  the provincc'of  .Mauritania,  Nu- 
midia,  and  Attica  i  fouic  prclby  tcti  aud  deacons  affill- 
«d  at  the  aJeably  t  prsfcnte  plebii  naxijni  parte. 

[114]  AguDtnr  pneterea  per  Grxciat  iUat*  certit 

in  loci*  concin.i,  S.C.  Tcitiilli.in,  dc  Jcjurii-.,  c, 
Ij,  The  Afritan  mentiooi  it  as  a  recen:  and  fo- 
feign  infBtntion.  The-  coalition  of  the  chriftiaa 
cliurches  is  veiy  ably  explained  by  MoOtetm,  p. 
164— 170' 

[1  >S]  Cyprian,  in  his  admired  treatife  De  L'nita- 
ttBccMi*.p.7i— 
'-(116I  We  nuy  appeal  to  the  whole  tenor  of  Cy- 
prian's condua,  of  bi»  dodrine.  and  of  his  Epiflles. 
Le  Clerc,  in  a  ftiort  life  of  Cyprian  (Dibliotheqoe 
Uoiverfelle.  torn.  xii.  p.  207—378.),  ha*  laid  hiia- 
•pen  with  great  Irccdom  ani  accuracy. 

'[,17]  If  NovatQ J,  FcUciAoias,  itc.  whom  the  W-- 
(hop  of  Carthage  expelled  from  hit  chercb,  and 
from  Africa,  were  not  the  nv*.l  dctelbblc  monP.crs 
of  wickednef^  ilje  zeal  of  Cyprian  mull  occalion- 
ally  have  prevailed  over  bit  wadijr.  Forsfwy 
juft  account  of  thefe  obfeutt  qoaneli,  ftc  Mo* 
Iheim,  p.  -?9"— 5'»- 

[118)  MoO.cira,  p.  2(9.  574.   Dopin  Antiqui 
EcdeT.  Diftiplin.  p.  19.  no. 

•  [  1 19]  TrrtolHan,  in  a  difiina  treatife,  h  as  pleaded 
againft  the  heretics  the  ri-^ht  of  prefcripCtOB,  MIC 
•  was  held  by  ihc  apoaolic  churche*. 


fijc]  Thr  jnorney  of  St.  Peter  to  Rorrc  is  nrn- 
tioned  by  moll  of  the  ancients,  (fee  ^ufcbius,  li. 
25.)  maimained  by  all  the  catholics,  allowed  by 
fome  pro:c1,';rtE,  [(ire  IVMrfon  and  Dodwell  de  Suc- 
ceiV.  tpifcop.  Kc:i.'.n.)  but  hai  been  vigoroolly 
attacked  by  SpnnV.cim  (Mifttllanea  Sacr.i,  iii.  J.)- 
Accor«Ung  to  father  Hardouin,  the  monks  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  who  compofed  the  JEodd,  le- 
prcfented  St  Pcicr  under  the  nllcgorkal  cknnaer 
cf  the  Trcjiu  hrro. 

[izij  It  is  in  French  only,  that  tbe  ftmooa  all«< 
lion  to  Sc.  Peter*s  name  is  exaA.  To  ct  Fiem  et 
fnrcettc  funr.—T'i-.c  C.imc  U  imperfeft  in  Greek, 
Lndn,  Italian,  Sec  and  totally  unintelligible  in  our 
Tentoate  languages. 

[isi]  Ireocnsadv.  Vbtndet,  Bi-  3. '  TennlHaa 

de  Pracfcription.  c.  j6.  .tnd  Cyptian  Epiflol.  27. 
71.  75.  Le  Clerc  fHift.  Ecclef.  p.  754.)  atd  Mo- 
Iheim  (p.  zgS.  5;^.)  Libour  in  the  interpretation 
of  thefe  pafnij;cs.  Dut  the  loofe  and  rhetorical  ftyle 
of  the  fathers  often  appears  favourable  to  the  pre- 
lenfiontof  Rome, 

[123]  Sec  the  fliarp  eplflle  from  Firmiiianus  bi- 
fliop  of  Crfarca,  to  Stephen  bifllop  of  Rome,  ap. ' 
Cyprian,  hpifiol.  -5.  ' 

[1:4]  Coneeraing  dnt  diTpBtti oT  tbn  i«>bnptilk 

of  heretics ;  fee  the  epilUes  of  Pjfnmi*  and  th* 

fevenih  book  of  Eufcbius. 

[laj]  For  the  origin  of  thofe  words,  fee  Mo- 
flieim,  p.  14*.  Spanhetm,  Hift.  £ccleGa(uc.  p. 
6n-  The  dilUnfiion  of  Clfrut  And  Latemi  Wit 
etiabiiftied  before  the  time  of  Tcrtullian. 

[«26]  The  comrannity  inlKtnted  by  Plato,  it 
more  perfeft  than  that  which  Sir  Thomas  Mere  had 
imagined  for  his  Utopia.  The  community  of  wo* 
neSt  lid  that  of  temporal  goodt»  may  be  eonS* 
doted  as  iaftparabk  pnru  of  the  fame  r>  nem. 

[127]  Jofeph  Antiqniucjtviii.  u    Fbtlek  da 

Vit.  Contcmplatir. 

[128]  See  the  AAs  of  the  ApoRles,  c.  z.  4,  $• 
witb  Gfodoli^  Qommentniy.  Molheiro,  in  ^  parti- 
cular difTcrtatton,  atucks  the  common  opinioB  wttk 

very  inconclufive  arguments.  1 

[179J  Jultin  Martyr.  Apol^.  Major,  c.  89. 
TerMlliu*  Apolog.  c  39,  , 

[130]  Ircttsot 
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[i  jo]  IrenTas  adv.  ILrrcf.  1.  iv  c.  z-.  54.  Ori- 
gen  in  Num.  Horn.  it.    Cyprian  dc  Unitai.  Ecdef. 
Conflitut.  Apoftol.  1.  ii.  c  34,  35,  wich  ihc  ooces 
of  Cotcleriu*.    The  connitiuioni  introdi^  thii 
^hrlae  precept,  by  dediring  tliM  prkft*  are  u  muck 
above  king),  •>  the  foul  is  above  the  bod/.  Asioiig 
.the  tytbable  .articlet,  tjiey  enamcrate  coro,  wi^e, 
oiT,  atfd  wdoi.  '-tit  Ah  Wtn«flin{r  fubjeil,  coiifiilt 
■Pf!Jeaux*s  FHUnr)-  of  Tyihc5,  am!  f  ra  Paslo  delld 
Materic  Beneficiajie;  two  writers  of  a  very  differ* 
•cot  chanOer. 

'  'f  'vf       ftii*MiSrtbn  which  prrrallcd  lAiat 

tlic  year  one  thatifand,  was  produJUvc  r  f  ;lit  1  imc 
efl'etls.  Moft  of  the  Donations  txprefs  their  mo- 
^te,       appropincjuante  mundi  fine."    Si^^  'i^Hi 

[13a]  Tom  fumma  cura  cfl  fratrtbn 
[lit  fermo  icftatar  Ic^sax  } 
Ofc>*t  -iwJit  vMdMl 

SiflArtiorum  millia. 
Hfl/i&i  avorum  prcdU 
Ftedit  Tub  aa£iioBibnt» 

Succrflbr  exherej  genit 
Sanflis  rgcns  Parcntibus. 
II:^c  occulur.tur  abditif 
£cclefi»run]  in  Aogoli*  : 
J^f  fun^iia  pieus  pre4imr 
:Mpdi»49lcu  Ub^rot. 

TU  ttUh|»wt  nridva  of  tk«  d«MB  Ltnrence, 
miltf  fwmi  how  piop«r  a  ufit  «N*  nmde  of  the 
wealth  of  tke  Rumao  shuttk  t  it  i«M  v»4«abtetf^ 
veryconSderablc  ;  bnl  Pra  PmIo  (c.  3.)  appears  10 

txaggcratc,  »*hcn  hcfuppifr^,  that  the  racorflbrcof 
Commo4lM  v*tP  MfMl  to  {icifaco(c  1^  x^iilMini 
bj  tbeb  vmu  wndef,  or  thit  of  their  Piieiotua 

Cfpi^a.  Bpiiol.  64.       .  .  . 
[134}  "VMtMflidc'PtaMialMi^  cii-3*;  ■ 
[iSSi  Hit,  A«g«fl.  p.  ijT,   The  gfMud  M 

been  public ;    and  wai  now  Jifputed  bctWMt'lht 

fcciety  0)' ckritlians,  and  that  of  butchers. 

•  il**.^  «»efcript>  which  is  ^Ijr 

a  decIarttiM'or  tkc^  lair  t  **  CoUegiu{iii,  £  buU« 

fpeciali  privilcj^io  fubnixuni  fir,  h,LreJi:.uem  ca- 
fere  nOn  pofi:,  duiiittm  non  eft-"  Fra-Paolo  4.) 


thinks  that  theTc  rej^ulatioBs  haJ  baSB  BB(h 
glecled  fiiice  the  reign  of  Valerian. 

[137]  ConAitoc.  Apollol.  ii.  jj. 

[138J  CypriM  de  Ltpfii*  p.  89.  SptAoL  6$. 
Tiie«fe«^  if  eoafinad  Iqr  dw  f  fdi  aad  todi  cttwa 
ofthecoaiwIloriUibMii. 

8m1^  «pQlc||j«.af  Jdlip,  TtrtulUM^ 

[i  .|o]  The  ivealch  and  liberality  of  the  Romana 
M  their  mod  diftaot  bretbreo,  it  gr«lefiilly  ceie- 
bnted  by  Dioay&atfl^OoriMbi  up.  Bnftb.  Uir. 

fi4i]  '^tt  Liician  in  Peregrin.    Julian  (Epift. 
49.)  i'cems  sRortified,  that  thechriiiM  ciiarily  a»na- 
tiiiuMtcaJy  ihnr 
poer* 

[141]  Such,  at  Icafi,  hMbeen  the  laudable  con- 
4mtk  of  jnocf  modcra  niffioBiaei,  nitdcr  ibe  Ant 
^iipiMiPce*.  A^on  tbfw  tbooftad  a«»*boira 
iofanu  are  annually  expofed  in  the  rtreets  of  felcin. 
See  Le  Comte  Memoires  fur  la  Chine,  and  the 
XcdietahM  fur  1m  Cfciaou  «  ki  fi^yptieiu^  toa.  u 
pw6i. 

C'43]  MontaniUs  and  the  Novatians,  who 
adhered  to  this  opinion  with  the  greateft  rigour 
and  obftioacy,  found  ihim/tlvti  at  laft  in  the  num- 
ber tif  excommanicated  heretics.  See  the  kaawd 
and  oopiottt  Molbeim,   Sccul.  ii.  and  iii. 

•  [144]  Diniyfim,  ap.  Eufeb.  iv.  23.  Cyprian,  de. 

[14O  Ckvt'a  PriaddM  Chriftiaiii^.  Part  iii.  c . 
5.  The  adnircn  of  iaiii|aiqr  n|nc  the  I06  of 
Ihii  pabfic  penatBO*. 

[146]  Seeie  Dnpia,  Bibliothequc  EcdeUaftiqoe, 
torn.  ii.  p.  304—313,  a  Ihort  but  rational  expofitioa 
of  the  canpns  of  thofc  poancils,  which  were  afleo< 
bledio  the  firft  siomMte  of  tnnqaillity,  after  the 
perfecufion  of  Diocletian.  This  pcrfecution  had 
been  much  lefs  feverely  felt  in  Spain  than  in  GaJ». 
tiB  i  a  difference  wUdi  Mijr,  ia  IboM  aicafiiie^  ao> ' 
CBttM  for  fbf  coBtMi  of  dttir  MgyktieH. 

[148]  Thearts,  thcraannen,  and  the  vfcee  of 
thepiieAt  of  the  Syriaa  goddefa.  are  very  humaur- 
^  au&y 
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odOy  delcribeci  by  Apaldu*  ia  the  eighth  book  «r 
lui  Mcnamrphofti. 

[149]  The  office  of  Afiarch  was  of  thii  niturc, 
and  it  M  ficqaeotly  mentioned  in  Aiifiidei,  the  in- 
feripdoM,  fte.  It  mu  uamA  tad  clefiife.  Hmt  bat 
the  valncft  chlzeos  coold  defire  the  honour ;  none 
bot  the  moil  wealthy  could  fupport  the  expence. 
See  in  the  Patres  Apoftol.  torn,  ii.  p.  200.  with 
bov  much  iaditference  Philip  the  ACarch  conduc- 
ed bimfclf  in  the  mattjrdom  of  Pol/cnrp.  Tbeta 
awiB  likewila  Ktkyaiircb^  LTdMcht^  fte. 

[150}  TbcaiodcnicritieiefeaotdUpeAdiaba* 

lieve  what  the  fathers  almoU  unanLmoudy  aflert, 
that  St.  Matthew  compo&d  a  Hebicw  {pfpcl,  of 
wUcb  only  ibe  Giadt  baateioa  ii  anHt.  ft 
feeau,  howevtr,  daageraai  to  r^jcA  Mt  tdiawagr. 

[  I ;  I  ]  Under  the  reigni  of  Nero  and  Domltian,  and 
in  the  citietof  Akxandria,  Aatioch, RonCttad  Eph* 
efaa.  Sea  Mill.  PiaJ«|«aia8a  ad  Nov.  IbSaBaac.  aad 
Or.  Laidaer'a  (air  aad  exmfiva  cattadioa*  vol.  zv. 

[i;s]  The  Alogiaiu  (Epiphaaiai  da  Hsrcf.  $1.) 

disputed  the  genuinecefi  of  the  AFocalypfL',  bccaufe 
the  church  of  Thyatira  wai  not  yet  founded.  £pi- 
phanius.  who  allows  the  faft,  extricztei  himfelf 
from  the  diCiculty,  by  ingenioudy  fuppofing.  that 
bt.  joba  wrote  in  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.  See  AImb* 
lit  Diftoan  fdt  I'Afmalypfe^ 

[ifj]  ThacpHUeaoripiatiBiaadDiaatpiai^p. 

Tv.fib.  iv.  23.)  point  out  many  churches  in  AfiaaaA 
Greece.  That  of  Acheas  fcenu  to  have  been  OBO 
of  tbr  ieaft  SeariOiiaci 

(1^4!  Ladaa  ta  Altaaadfo,  a.  €9MSitab|» 

however  muft  have  been  very  unequally  diffufed 
over  Pontuji  fince  in  the  middle  of  the  third  cea- 
«try  ibere  were  aa  more  than  ftveatoaB  baUevara  ia 
.•he  cxtcnllvc  diccefe  of  Neo-Cstuca*  See  M.  de 
Tillcmont,  Mcir.oirei  EccleGaJ}.  toau  If.  p.  67$. 
from  Bufil  and  Gregory  of  N/fla*  «dM».  weio  tbn^ 
lelm  aativn  ofC^padocia. 

[159]  According  to  the  ancientr,  Jefuj  Chrif^ 
fulfcrcd  Bitdcr  the  confulOiip  of  the  two  Gemini,  ia 
tbe  year  19  of  oar  piaAat  anu  TUmj  wat  tet 
iaia Bilbyak (accordias to  Bagilia  tbe  jeariiOb 

£156]  ?Ji«.  Eptft.  n»  97V 


[1^7]  CbryfitSoBi.  Operti  ton.  vii.  p.  ^$9,  9  to» 

£dit.  Savil. 

[tjilQ  Joba  Malela.  torn.  ii.  p.  144-  He  draw* 
dw  fine  coadafiOBwilb  regard  to^  the  populoafiteft 
of  Aadocb. 

[i  ^9]  Chryfoilom.  torn. !.  p.  $91.  I  am  indebted 
fM  tbde  paflagei,  iboagb  aot  for  mj  iaSamoa, 
to  tba  laaraad  Dr.  Ltidiar.  •  Cndibility  of  tba 
GfllpallliABey*  voL  xH.  p.  370. 

[160]  Bafnage,  Hidoiredes  Julfi,  I.  ii.  c.  2o,ti, 
tz,  13.  bat  exaatiaed  wttb  tbe  mod  critical accua* 
cy,  the  catloBt  mettle  of  PbOo,  wbieb  defcribei 
the  TherapentJB.  By  proving  that  it  v,ii  compofcJ  ai 
early  at  tbe  time  of  Augailiu,  Bafaage  hat  dcmoo* 
ftiaied,  ia  fj^ie  of  Baftbiai  (1.  u.  c.  17.),  aad  a  crowd 
of  modern  Catholics,  that  the  Therapentx  were  nei- 
ther Chriftians  nor  monlu.  It  ftiU  remain*  pr«- 
beble  that  diey  ebaaged  their  aaaM*  preftrredtbeir 

naaaers,  adopted  fomc  new  articles  of  faith,  and 
giadaally  became  the  fathcri  of  the  Egyptian  Af- 
caricit 

[t6i]  8aea  latMr  of  Ibdnia  ia  lie  A^gatui 
Wbuf,  S45* 

[162]  For  the  fucceffion  of  Alexandrian  bilhops, 
confult  Renaudot't  Hiftory,  p.  24,  &c.  Thii  cori* 
oat  faft  it  preferred  by  the  patriarch  Eatycbiat 
( Annal.  toou  i.  pw^  334.  Verf.  Pooock),  and  Itt  inlcr> 
sal  evidence  woald  aloaa  be  a  fafideat  aafwer  to  all 
the  objcdions  aUch  Bilwp  Fcaite  bat  nfed  im 
the  Vindicia  Igaatiaac. 

[163]  Ammiaa.  Marcelllo.  xxii.  i6. 
[164]  Origen  contra  Celfoa,  I.  i.  p.  40. 

[i6s]  Ingeni aaliitado ia ikt aifwgea  of Taei*- 

las,  XV.  44. 

L166]  T.  Liv.  xzxix.  13.  15,  16,  17.  Nothing 
coald  tymi  dw  boraor  nd  conftemation  of  iba 
ieaate  on  the  appearaaee  of  the  fiacchanaliani, 
wkok  depravity  i«  ddctibed*  aad  lorbapi  exagge* 
latadbfUvf. 

[167]  Eufebins,  I.  vi.  c.  43.  Tba  Eadn  traaA- 
Ihtor  (M.  dc  Valois)  baa  thought  propetJM  tadaca 
the  number  ofprefliyiers  to  forty-four. 

[168]  Thia  proportion  of  the  prelbytert  and  of 

ibaeoor*  to  tbaiatoftba  ftcfii^mu  origiaaiiy 
f  fixed 
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figed  by  Bainet  (Travel*  into  Italy,  p.  i63),  and  it 
approved  hf  Moyle  (vol.  il.  p.  151).  They  were 
both  unacquainted  with  the  paflTage  of  GuyfoftoOt 
which  convertt  their  copjcdurc  atmoft  into  a  faft. 

[169]  Scriu  U»o*  Alpca,  nSgiout  Dei  fufccpU. . 
I  jjikini  fTf-rr-T  *  "  TIk6  wm  dw  celebranA 
— Ijlii  iifT  J  iini  SeeEaiebiiM,T.  I.  TiUemoot, 
Mm.  Ecckfiaft.  toin.  ai.  y6^  AcMrdinf  to  tka 
llttntUU.  wboft  aflote  It  cwfimibjr  die  tacit 
acknowledgment  of  Auguflin,  Africa  wai  the  lad 
ttf  tha  provinces  which  received  the  gofpcl.  Tille- 
aom*  Um.  BccMit.w,  i.  p.  754* 

(170]  Tun  printtm  intra  GaffiuaMMiytia  tffik 

Sulp.  Scvcrus,  1.  ii.  With  regard  to  Africa,  fee  Tcr- 
tttUtan  ad  Scapalam,  c.  5.  It  i<  imagined,  that  the 
Scyllf taa  Aartjna  ware  the  Mt  (Ada  Sboera  Rey- 
nar:,  p.  34.).  One  of  the  advcrfariei  of  Apulcius 
feenM  to  have  beeo  a  Chriftiaa.  Apolog.  p.  496, 
4^.  &lit.lMphiik 

[171]  Rars  ia  aliqalbm  d?itttiba«  eedefi% 

paocoram  Chriftianoram  devotione,  rcfurgerent. 
AAft  Sinccra,  p.  130.  Gregory  of  Tours,  1.  i.  c. 
al.  Mbfcriw.  p.  M7*  449*  There  is  Toine  reafon 
to  beliati,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
ccDturyt  tlie  exteofive  diocefei  of  Liege,  of 
TMfctt  and  ofCologna*  compofed  a  fiogle  bilhop- 
rick,  which  had  been  very  recently  founded.  See 
Wkmoires  deTillenaont,  torn.  vi.  part  i.  p.  43,411. 

{lyt]  The  date  of  TeitiiUiaa't  Apology  i*  fixed 
ia  idIftttttiM«nilalida»  (•  the  year  I9t. 

(tTSl     ^  fAceath  eeataiy,  tbere  were  iew 

who  had  either  inclination  or  courage  to  qucfiion 
whether  Joiiepb  of  Arimathca  founded  the  monaflery 
cf  GlaHicnbaiJi  and  whether  Dionyfius  tbc  Arco- 
pagite  prefienvA  tlw  icfideaca  of  Paiia  to  that  of 
Athens. 

[i743Thc  flapendon*  metamorphofii  was  perforua- 
fdin^aiatbcaatny.  See  Mariaaa  (Hift.  Hifpan. 
T.  to.  1 3.),  who,  in  every  fenfe,  imitates  Livy,  and 
the  honeft  deletion  of  the  legend  of  St.  James  by 
Df.  Gcddet»  MifedlaBieft  vd.  u.  p.  ui. 

-  [1^93  }«>M>  Uutyrt  IMakg.  cam  Ttffkoa,  p. 
341.  Irenxns  adv.  HaereC  L  i.  c.  10.  TettolUaa 
adv.  Jnd.  c.  7.   See  Molheim,  p.  203. 

-  [176]  See  the  fourth  century  of  Moiheim'*  HiA 
tOfyoftbcCksfck.  Maay,  thoogh  nrj  conftftd 


circomftances,  that  rdaie  to  the  cenvcffios  of  tberia 
and  Armenia,  maf  lie  fiiood  in  Mofts  of  Chon»e» 

1.  ii.  c.  78—89. 

[177]  According  to  Tertulliaa,  the  CkriUaa 
faith  had  penetrated  into  parts  of  Britain  TnaceefSble 
to  the  Roman  arms.  About  a  ccir.ury  jfer.va.  Jj, 
Ofian,  thefoB  of  FiogaU  is  to  have  difputed. 
la  U*  cxticiae  old  i^i  with  one  of  the  fiMeign 
fionarie*,  and  the  difpute  is  extant,  in  verf<-, 
and  in  the  Eric  language.  See  Mr.  Macpherlon's 
DilbttKiBn'  M  Aadqmtf  of  Ofliaa'a  Poeos. 
p*  io» 

[178]  The  Goths,  who  ravaged  Afia  in  the  reign 
of  Gallienus,  carried  away  great  nombers  of  cap. 
lives ;  fome  of  whom  were  Chriftians,  and  brc^  me 
miilionaries.  SeeTiUeauat.  Mcnoiict  Ecdefiaft. 
torn.  iv.  p.  44. 

[179J  The  Lcgend  of  Abgarut,  fabuloui  as  it  it, 
aSbrds  a  decifive  pfoef,  that  many  years  before  Ea« 
febias  wrou  hi*  Uioryf  tho  grfateftpartofiheta- 
babiunu  of  Edeflk  bad  ambraeed  ChrilUanicy. 
Their  rivals,  the  citizens  of  Carrhx  adhered,  00  the 
(oattafjTi  to  Aa  cmA  of  Pag aaifin,  a*  lata  aa  the 
fixtb  ueaiuiy. 

[180]  According  to  Bardefanes  (ap.  Eofeb.  Pn^ 
par.  Evangel.)  there  were  Ibme  Chrtftisns  in  Pcrlia 
before  tha  cad  of  the  fecond  centnry,  la  the  tiata 
efConftaattBC  (lee  his  EpiCfcte  Sapor.  Vit ).  iw. 

c.  13  )  they  compofed  a  P.ourilliinj^  thurrh.  Con- 
fute Beaaii>bic,  HiH.  Ctitiqae  du  Maaicheifme,  torn. 
•  i.  p.  i8o»— dtbtBlhMwbecaOifaatrihef  AMtaaaM* 

[181]  Or^gcn  contra  Celfum,  1.  v  ia.  p.  ^24. 

[t8a]  Miaoclat  Fcdix,  c.  8.  with  Wo»eru«'s 
notes.  Celfat  ap.  Origan,  1.  iii.  p.  138.  14a, 
Jaliaa  ap.  Cyril.  L  vL  p.  106.  Edit.  Sfanhaia. 

[183]  laftbk  Hift.  SceIbC  ir.  J.  Htaraayni. 

Epifl.  83. 

[184]  Thefioiy  is  prettily  told  in  JoHin's  Dai« 
lognet.  TSttmttM«fMcik.-<Betjeli|t  lam,'  Q.  p.' 
334.),  who  relates  it  after  lUm/lt'  fiifc  tblt  diie  6l4 
man  was  a  difguifed  angel. i 

[185]  Eniebios,  v.  28.  It  may  be  hoped,  that 
■oae^  taetptdw  beretict,  gave  occafion  to  the  coni« 
plaint  of  Celfm  (ap.  Origen,  I  ii>tp>  77<)>  that  the 
Chriftians  were  p erpctoally  corre&ing  and  altering 
O^Qol^    •■  "  ■■■^ 

k  s  (186]  Pliak 
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[186]  Plio.  Epill.  X.  97.  Fuerunt  alii  fiintlh 
inentuet  cives  Roman!  •  •  —  -  Nfnlti  enin 
omnis  zcatit,  cmnis  erdinii,  utriufque  fexut,  txnim 
vocantur  in  periculum  et  vocabuntur« 

[i87j  Tettstfin  wi  flcipataa.  Yn  ««•  \ak 

rhetoric  rifes  BO  Ughtr  Au  tO  chilB  C  ttulk  past 

of  Carthage. 

[188J  Cyprian.  Epill.  79. 

[189]  Dr.  Lardoer,  in  hii  firft  and  ftcon^ 
knM  of  ^Mwifll  aad  ClwiRtas '  taAmaaiw^  cotlaQa 

and  iltoflrates  thofe  of  Pliny  the  younger,  of  Tacitm, 
of  Galen,  of  Marcu  Antoninus,  aud  perhaps  of 
fepiflttat  (for  it  if  doubtfal  whether  that  philob* 
phcr  meant  to  fpeak  of  the  Cbriftiana).  The  new 
feA  ii  toully  aaaotued  by  Seaeca,  the  elder  PUny, 
aadPlatarck. 

[19-]  If  the  famous  prophecy  of  the  Seventy 
Weeks  had  been  alleged  to  a  Roman  philoi^ber* 
«o«U  be  eot  have  replied  ia  th^  «Ofd*  of  Ckero} 
"  Qor  tandem  irts  ac^'iratio  eft,  annoram  potius 
«|aam  aot  menfiuni  aut  dierom  .'"  Dc  Divinatione, 
II*  30>  OMkfVe  with  what  irreverence  Lncian  (in 
AlcxaadW),  c.  1  v),  and  his  friead  CaMifip.  0*^^ 
(U  vii.  p.  32-0  exprefi  thenlclm  co«c«Hteg'  rill 
Hi^rM  pNfdictt.   

[igi]  The  Philofophers,  who  derided  the  more 
aacieat  pradiuioas  of  tbe  Sybils,  *oald  ea&jy  havo 
4aiaacd  the  jcwffli  and  Chrttiaa  thrferiat,  «^kb 

(been  fo  triumphantly  qooicd  by  the  father?  frcm 


JaliB  Martyr  to  LatUatiiu.    When  the  isibylline 


the  lyflcra  of  the  milfcnniuni,  were  quietly  laid  aide., 
Tktf  Ckriliaa  Sibyl  bad  aalacUTy  fiiad  the  ratir 
of  Robo  fiir  ib«  year  195,  A.  tF.  C.  94S. 

[lOr]  The  fjthcrs,  as  they  are  drawn  oat  ia 
bailJe  array  by  Pom  Caimet  {Dkleitatioot  far 
ll  Wbta,  «Mk  p:  OIK— 408.). 
tka  whole  earth  with  darkoefs,  in 

Mlowed  by  moll  oi  the  moderns. 

[195]  Origen  ad  Match,  c.  27.  and  a  few 
aiodern  critics.  Bezi|,  Le  Clcrc,  Lardner*  frG>  Mf| 
defiroui  of  teol|aipg.it  tq  the  land  of  jadea.   " '  ' . 

f  I'jf]  Tbe  celebrated  paflage  ofPhtegon  ii  now 
wiJLly  abandoned.  When  Tertullian  atFares  thi; 
pigan^,  that  the  mention  of  the  prodigy  is  fouadia 
Arcanis  (not  .Archivis)  veftris,  (fee  his  Apology, C> 
z  I .)  he  probably  appeals  to  the  ^ibylUae  ver6«>  #hjdk. 
Mktt  h  axaaiy  in  Vba  aiMdt  of  the  iKorpct 

[1Q5]  Seneca  Quzfl.  Natar.  i.  ^  l|»  .H^  |«. 

vii.  17.    Plin.  HilL  Natur.  I.  ii. 

[193]  Piin.  liift.  Natur.  ii.  30. 

_l « 97  J  Y'*?'!  Georgie.  e.  i.  466.  Tihdlas,  K  ik. 
SKg'.  v.  p.  Ond.  MMtaitffpK  jMrT^**  Liicafc 
r.  54^-  th^  »>laa»  Ml  fMif  Niin  dtt 

civil  war. 

[193 J  See  a  public  epiftie  of  M.  Anthony  ia 
Jofeph.  Antiq^ it.  xiv.  1 1.  Plutatak  io  C*lar,p<  74^ 

Appiao,  Bell.  CivH.  1.  iv.  t^ionCaffius,  I.  xlv.  p. 
431.    Julios  Obtisqocns,  c  1        Hia  UttleireBtife 

laan  abflMMIiV'F^'^ki^ 


MOTES  ON.  THE    8  I X  T  &  £  N  T  H .  C  H  A  P  T  £ 


[1 JTN  Cyvcaa  they  laiflacred  3  20.000  Gfeeks ; 
X.  ia  Cypraa,  a40,ooo ;  ia  Egypt,  a  .very 
great  noliiiadex  Kday  of  thefe  unhappy  viAims 
were  fawcd  afundcr,  accoriirq  to  .1  pieccdent  to 
which  David  had  given  |hc  ionUton  oi  his  example. 
The  viAortotis  Jews  ilevoored  the  fM^,  Ticked  op 
tl>e  hlcr^d,  I'i-A  t.viiUd  the  entrails  like  a  pirdlff 
round  ibeir  bodies.  See  Dioa  Caifius,  L  IxriiL 
p.  "45. 

(sX  Withoafr  rcpcatiag  t&e  well-known  aarra- 
tfvtt  of  Jofephos,  wa  nuy  lean  6001  ttiijNi.  (^ 


Ixix.  p.  iii''2.)  that  in  Hadrian's  war  i;?'^, 000  Jews 
were  cut  oATby  tbe  fwordf  bcfides  an  infiaite  number 
«MMi  HMMdtpflniooi  bf  Malh»  aadby6ita 

{\]  l  or  the  feil  of  the  Zealots,  fee  Bafoage^ 
HiAbire  dcs  Jnifs,  1.  i.  c.  1;.  fiM"  \he.chiMra&ers  ^f 
tbeMeffiah,'  according  to  tbaRaBUa.'  t  v.  c  11,. 
U*  ikCm  ibea(M«V«f  l|odu4«baft-kTiL-«.-ia. 

[^]  Ts  i«  to  Modalinilt  aRoin:n  lawyer  (1.  vk 
regular.;,  that  we  an  faulted  for  a  diftiaft  kaow- 
Icdbe  of  the  Bdi«  of  AlOBWM,  8«  dOabea 

tiJ  See 
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C5]  See  Barnaj^p.  Hlltoire  dej  Toifi,  1.  iii.  c.  2,  v 
Tfie  office  of  Patriwcb  ««a  fupprefled  bjr  Tbco- 

[6]  We  need  only  meatlon  tbe  porim,  or  delivero 
uc«  of  ibc  }*w»  fhrni  the  rage  of  HatAaa.  which, 
till  the  reign  of  Theo4o6ni,  was  celcbnted  with 
isfolent  triamph  and  rioMiu  imnpeimaco.  Baf- 

nage,  H\ii  dcs  Jaifs,  1.  vi.  c.  17.  1.  viii.  c.  6. 

[7]  According  10  the  falfc  Jofephud  Tfepho,  the 
gnodlbii  of  Efiw,  con^oAcfl  Siite  It«lf  tbe  army  of 

j^vncas,  king  of  Canhage.  Another  colony  of 
idumarans,  fijing  from  the  fword  of  ^avid,  took 
itfbge  h  tbe  dominiont  of  Romutot.  ^or  thefe, 
or  for  other  reafonj  of  equal  weight,  the  name  of 
Edom  was  applied  by  the  Jews  p  the  Roman 

[9]  From  the  argameoti  of  Celfas,  as  they  are 
reprdented  and  icfated  by  Oiigen  (1.  v.  p. 
t47— ajy).  we  ny  tkmif ' JlftMii  Ibi  dUfalMDa 

that  was  made  between  the  Jewi(h  feefU  a;  J  tlie 
Chridian  /td.  See  in  the  Dialogue  of  Minuciu* 
Folix  (c  $f  6.)  •  Sir  and  not  inelegant  delcripnon 
of  tbe'popular  ffntiniCDt!,  with  re^Mi  M'^Mdcfe^ 
lion  of  the  cHibiiilicd  worlliip. 

[9]  Cor  nuUas  aras  babeot?  tCT.pIa  nulla  f 
Aulla  nota  (imulacra?  -  -  -  Uniic  suirm,  vol 
quisille,  aut  ubt,  Deus  unicns,  foiitarius,  dcllitutus.' 
Minocios  Farlix,  c.  la.  The  I'ngan  interlocutor 
goes  on  to  make  a  di^lin^Uon  in  favour  of  the  Jawai 
who  had  oace  a  temple,  ihtun,  vi<^:ini».  See. 

'  [ko]-!c  {<  dificuk  (fays  Plato)  to  attain,  and 
eriUlnl  to  pabliih,  Aekeowledge  of  the  true  God. 

[11]  The  tetbor  af  tbePUIopatris  perpetually 
ircati  I  he  Cbrifiijtns  as  a  company  of  dreaming  en> 

thufulti  J^^ijAO  1^1,  aiS.,iui,  a.o.,iiaT»«r7n,aipiaT«»^,J^, 

MnI  ta  one  place,  manil^ni;  alludes  to  thevifie'n,  in 
f^tk  St.  PanI  was  tranfported  to  :h:  ihln]  hia\\n. 
ki  eietber  place.  Tricphon,  who  pcrfonaics  a  Chri- 
lliao,  after  deriding  tbe  Godt  ofPaganiriii,  pivpitfty 
t  mjAerioos  oath, 

Th»««1(0-.  writ,**  ttwmy^  mt^pi)Hf^i$»»„   ,  .1 

Uenut  (it  tbe  ^ftbe  eiifim^  Cmiu) 

[ij]  According  to  Jufiin  Mar')r  (Apolog.  Mr-f-r, 
c  70— 8i-)>  the  dicnon,  who  bad  gained  forae 
imferfca  knowledge  of  ibe  praftbcciei,  perpofely 
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contrived  this  reremblance,  xvh'ch  ni'£ht  deter, 
though  by  different  means,  both  tbe  people  and  the 
pbQoApben  fioai  embrachig  tbe  ftitb  of  Cbrllt. 

f  1 3]  In  the  firft  and  fccond  bnoks  ofOrigcn,  Cclfoa 
treata  tbe  birth  and  charader  of  our  Savionr  with  |be 
thoil  iBpion  ion  lew  pt.  The  orator  I<ibanloe 
praifej  Porphyry  and  ]u!ian  for  confuting  the  fotly 
eft  €t&,  which  ftyled  a  dead  man  of Paleftine,  God» 
«rf«hi8M«rG«d.  Socmen  an.  Ee6lefiaft.1iL  ai, 

[14]  Tbe  emperor  TftjM  refufed  to  incorporate 
a  company  of  150  fire-inen,  for  the  afe  of  the  city 
of  Nicomedia,  He  diflifced  all  aflbeUtioiu.  Se« 
Plia,  Epift.  X.  42*  4J«  ,  ^ 

[i;]  The  proconfal  fliiijr  M  pnUiflied  a 
general  edifi  againft  aohirfU  aMClingf.  The 
pradeac* of  Ae ChrillMnM  fiil^ciaded  |bfjr  Ag^^ 
but  it  wii  impofl^ble  fot  thenio  oadt^mmifk' 

of  public  worlhip. 

[|6J  Ai  the  prophecies  of  tbe  uiicbija,  «p4 
preaching  conflagration,  Uc.  provoked  iboA  P^W- 
eiboB  tbejr  di4  not  coam^  tbi7  Mf*  ««Bt}e«e4- 
witb  caatidB  and  vefervt}  tmd  tha  MaatuHie 

were  cenfured  for  difclofing  too  ficqljr  tie  dwifaHM 

iccret.    See  Mofhcim,  p.  41 3. 

[17]  N&que  enim  dubiiabaai»  qaodcanque  efTca 
faod  fiMaiMtwr  (fuoh  are  the  weide  of  Pfinp)  fw^ 
vicaciam  certe  et  inflexibUem  nhlliwMiwi  iuiuW 

puniri. 

p.  101.  and  Spapheiai,  Keiinqa«»ft»  In  Qelhce  d« 

Julicn,  p.  46'',  &c.  •'  '  •. 

[19I  See  Jaftin  Martyr,  Apolog.  i.  3?.  ii,  14, 
Athenagoras  in  i^aiiom  c.  27.  TertatSall- 
Apoleg-  c-7»  f),  9k  Mtaaeios  Fcelix,  c  g.  16,  39, 
jn.  Tbe  laS  of  ibe'writen  relates  the  acco&doa 
ip  the  moil  clccmt  and  circLrmftantial  manner. 
^  Mfiyf  r  oi:  f  eruUiaa  is  tbe  boidalt  ^mT  4inMl 
V|g»l«W.  .      .  .  i  •  •   .  ••  - 

[20)  iv  Ae  perfecetlen  ofLyoae,  IbineGeii^r 

(laves  were  compelled,  by  the  fear  of  tortures,  to 
^^(c  their  .C^ridiaa   maa<r.     I  be  church  of 
Ly«»s,  .wrifiB|>  to  tbair.bMlbren  qT  Aitf,  tMWmki'. 
horrid  charge  witb  proper  indignatioik'Ud.  eMi^- 
Umpt.   Ettteb.  Hift.  Ecdcf.  V,  I. 

[»0  S«e  M'n  Martyr.  ApoJog.  i.  3,-.  Bwwin 
adi^.  Hxref.  i.  24.  Clomeni  Alexandrin  Stromat. 
I.  iii.  p.  438.  l<,ufcb.  iv.  9^  It  wonld  bc  tcdjoiii 
aad  difgnftiag  to  i^itt  all  ibai  facccedihg  wriiere* 
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bave  inugioed,  all  that  Epiphanius  hat  received, 
and  all  that  Tillemoot  hat  copied.    M.  de  Beau- 
fobre  (Hift.  du  Maoichafme,  1.  ix.  c.  Sf  9.)  has 
expored  with  great  fpirit,  the  di&ogeanottt  liu  «f 
Augoftui  and  Pop«  Leo  I. 

[at]  WImb  TertalKan  beeaaw  •  MenttnUI,  h« 

afpcrfed  the  morals  of  the  charch  which  he  had 
reTolately  defended.  "  Sed  majoru  eft  Agape, 
**  q*ia  per  bene  AdoMenua  tai  cun  Soraribiia 

dormiunr,  appendices  fcilicct  gulx  lafcivia  tt 
loxuria."  De  Jejuniis,  c.  17.  The  35th  caooa 
of  the  coDDcil  of  Illiberis  piovidn  a^faill  tb« 
fcandals  which  too  often  polluted  the  vigils  of  the 
charch,  and  difgraced  the  Chriiliaa  naxnc,  ia  the 
^ea  of  ■■bclitma. 

[73]  Tertullian  (Apolog.  c.  1.)  expatiates  on 
the  fair  and  honourable  tcftimonj  of  i^lin/,  with 
nnch  rcsfeii,  ud  ibmc  dcduradoo* 

[74]  In  the  yarioai  compilatiMof  tbe  Aag«fta« 
Hifiory,  (a  paR  of  vhiA  WW  CBBipdwl  umin 
the  reign  of  ConlbotiM)  dwt*  U*  aoc  Ibt  littft 
wbich  relate  to  the  Chrilliantj  nor  bat  the  dili- 
fcnoe  of  Xiphilin  dilcovcfed  duarnaoeis  tbelaige 
kMbry  of  DionCafiatt 

(a;]  An  obfcure  palTage  of  Suetoniut  (in  Gaud, 
c  t^.)xa»j  feem  to  ogier  a  proof  bow  ftrangcly  tbe 
Jewa  and  CbriOiani  of  Reow  wen  confounded 


[:6]  See  in  the  xviiith  and  xxvth  chapters  of  the 
A£ii  of  the  Apoftkt,  tbe  bcbavioor  of  Gallio,  pro- 
conful  of  Adhaii^  md  «f  Vatw,  prKoniwr  of 

Judca. 

(a;]  In  tbe  dac  of  TertaUian  aad  Clemeaa  of 
Alenadria,  the  glor7  efnartyidea  wtacMfitacd 

to  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and  St-  James.  It  was 
gradually  bcAowed  on  the  reft  of  tbe  apoliles,  by 
tbe  MM  iMtnt  Greeks,  who  pradendjr  leloAed 
for  the  theatre  of  their  prraching  and  fnfferin^i, 
ibme  remote  country  beyond  the  limiu  of  the  Ro- 
man enpire.  See  Motbdaa,  p.  S 1 ,  and  TiUoMMi 
Memoires  Ecclefiadiques,  torn,  I  part  iii. 

[aS]  Tacit.  Aaaal.  xr.  38—44.  Saeton.  im 
Vmwu<.  sLDioa  OUht,  1.  fadl.  p.  1014.  Oi^ 

[29]  The  price  of  wheat  (rrobably  of  the  mrt/.m) 
was  reduced  at  low  as  ttni  Nmmmi ;  wbich  would  be 
cqabrikat  m  abott  fAcm  Attliof*  dkt  EnfUai 


[30]  We  mayobfenre,  that  the  ntmoorla 
tioned  by  Tacitus  with  a  very  becoming  di&iaft 
hefitation,  whilft  it  ii  greedily  tranfcribed  hj 
tOBWit  nsd  folemnl/  confirmed  by  Dion. 

[31]  Thii  teftlmony  i»  alose  fufHdcnt  to  cxpole 
the  anachronifm  of  the  jews,  who  place  the  birth  of 
Cbrift  ncaracaatary  fooner  (Bafnage,  Hiftoire  des 
Jaifs,  1.  V.  c.  14,  15.).  We  may  learn  from  Jofe- 
phos  (Antiqoitat.  xvtii.  3.),  that  the  procuratorihip 
of  Pilate  correfponded  with  the  ialt  ten  years  of 
Tibcriui,  A.  D.  *7-~i7'  As  to  the  particalar  am» 
of  tbe  deatb  ofChrift,  a  very  early  traditfon  fixed 
it  to  the  z^th  of  March,  A.  D.  29,  ondfr  the  con- 
fulflup  of  the  two  Geaiini  (Tertullian  adr.  Jadxoa, 
c8.).  Tbif  dale,  whlcbb  adopted  by  Phgi,canft» 
nal  Norris.and  LeCIcrc,  fccms,  at  leall,  as  probable 
aa  tbe  vulgar  xra,  which  is  placed  (1  know  not  from 
triutt  eP^jeSoNi)  fear  years  hier. 

[}s]  Tadb  AmmL  xv.  44. 

J87. 


[33]  Nardiai  Roma  Aatica*  p» 
de  Roinl  AmifKi*  1.  iii.  pi,  449* 

[34]  Soeton.  in  Nerone,  c.  16.  The  cpithctaf 
mialt/ea,  which  Tome  (agactoa*  commentators  bare 
tranflated  mtptml,  is  conlideied  by  tbe  more  rational 
Molheim  ai  only  ffwompaun  to  tbe  txitimklU  of 
Tacitus. 


[Ssl  pafti^ concerning  Jefas  ChriA.  which 
waa  iaiftrtcd  iaio  tike  text  of  Jol^m,  bctwetn  dw 

time  of  Origen  and  that  of  Eufcbias,  may  fornilb 
aa  example  of  no  vulgar  forgery.  The  accora* 
plilbmcnt  of  the  prophecies,  the  virtuei,  miraclei, 
and  refurre^ion  of  Jefus,  are  fairly  related.  Jofc- 
pbns  acknowledgaa  dut  be  waa  the  Meffiab,  and 
'k»«M«ldciUhlaiai 


[}6]  See  the  Utci  of  Tacitus  by  Lipfios  aad  tbe 
Abbe  de  U  fikterie,  DifiioMuiic  de  Bayle  4  Pv 
iideTACiTi.aadFabrictaa,  BibdmlkLaiia.lM. 
iLp.386.  Edit.  Eraeft. 

[37]  Principatam  Divi  Nervar,  ct  imperiuns 
Trajani,  oberiorem  fecuriorem^uc  materiam  iic- 
acaad  ftpolU,  Tadt.  Hift.  i. 

f 38]  See  Tadt.  AaaaL  iL  61.  ir.  4. 

[  3  y ]  The  player's  aaaie  wat  Alltama.  Tbroogb 

the  ijiuc  channel,  jofcphns  (de  Vita  fu'i,  c. 
about  two  years  before,  bad  obtained  tbe  pasdon 
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and  rtleafe  of  Tome  Jc«nlk  prkli  who  wtft  pi^ 

fcners  at  Rome. 

[40]  Th«  learned  Dr.  Lardncr  (Jewilh  and  He«- 
AmTeftfciontei,  Tdl.  ii.  p.  10,  ic}.)  has  proved 
that  the  name  of  Galilem*,  wai  a  very  incicnt,  and 
perhaps  the  primitive,  appellation  of  the  Chriiliaai. 

[4.1J  Jofeph.  Antiquitauxriii  I,  s.  TiUemonu 
Rninc  dei  Juift,  p.  741.  The  Ibna  ofjiidii  were 
crucified  in  the  time  of  Claudius.  Hii  giandfon 
Sleuar,  after  jcfnfalem  was  taken,  defended  a 
iioag  fefOcA  wUI»96o  of  hii  aeft  dc^cnm  Jbl* 
lo<vers.  When  the  battering  ram  had  made  a 
breach,  the/  turned  their  fworda  agaiaft  their 
wim,  Ibck  dOMiCB,  and  u  ItagA  aguak  tkdr 
•wabiealb.  TMf  diedtothelaftoua. 

[41]  The  SpaniOi  Infcription  in  Gruter,  p.  jjg. 
No*  9»  u  A  aanifeft  and  acknowledged  isnpofition. 
9m  Fmaw  HUkaife  4*  Vr*^  tom^JL  p.  t^t, 

[43]  The  capiiol  wai  bomt  duriag  ilie civil  «ir 

between  Viiellius  and  Vcfpaiian,  the  15th  of  De- 
cember,  A.  D.  69.  On  the  icth  of  Au2a.VA.D. 
70,  tbo  waph  ofjBtaftha  ww  ddboycd  hy  tb» 

hands  of  :he  Jewi  Aiemfdn$i  ndtCT         bf  ttoft 

of  the  Romans. 

[44]  The  new  capitol  waa  dedicated  by  Doa»> 
ilaa.   Soetoa.  fa  Doaddaft,  e.  f.  thauA  fa 

Poplicola,  torn.  L  p.  230.  Edit.  Bryan.  The 
gilding  alone  coll  1 2000  talent*  (above  two  auUiona 
lad  •  hain*  It  waa  the  opinion  of  Marttab  Att 
if  the  emperor  had  called  in  bis  debts,  Jnpiterhim- 
felf,  even  though  he  had  made  a  general  aoAion  of 
OljriBpui,  would  btTt  toM  Bubk  lo  gqr  two  AOBmi 
fa  th«  poDod. 

[45]  With  regard  to  the  tribute,  fte  Dion 
Caflius,  1.  Ixvi.  p.  1082,  with  Rciniaraa'a  notes. 
Spaahetm,  de  Ufd  Numifmatum,  torn*  ii«  pi,  571, 
and  Bafnage,  Hift.  Des  Juifs,  1.  vii.  c.  2. 

[46]  Suetonios  (in  Domitian,  c.  12.)  had  feen 
an  old  man  of  oiaet/  publickly  examined  before 
the  procurator*!  triboaal.  Thia  u  what  liaidal 
calls,  Mcntula  tributis  damnata. 

[47]  Tbi»  appellation  was  at  firft  nnderSood  in 
the  noft'Obvioaa  feafe,  and  it  was  fuppofcd,  that 
the  bioihera  of  Jefua  were  the  lawful  iOue  of  Jofeph 
«adof  Mafjr.  A  dcrtnt  idpcA  lbff.tlw  nifMiij  of 


the  mother  of  God.  fuggefted  to  riie  Gnoftici,  end 
afterward*  to  the  orthodox  Greefes,  the  expedient  of" 
Mowing  a  fecond  wife  on  Jofeph.  The  Latins 
(from  the  time  of  Jerome)  improved  on  that  hint, 
aflcried  the  perpetital  celibacy  of  Jofeph,  aad  jaflt* 
fied  hf  many  flmtlar  exanplea  that  Judc.  as  well 
Simoa  and  Jinies,  who  are  flyled  the  brothcra  of 
Jefus  Chrifl,  might  be  only  hiafirt  coafiaa.  See 
TiilearaatpMcB.  Bcdcfiaft..  tan.  i.  pm  iii.  tad 
Bcadbbie,  Uift.  Ciiii«wda  MadchdfiM,  Lii.  ca. 

C48]  lhuty-»u»m»dim,  fqeam  of  aa  beadnd 

feet  each,  which  if  flriftly  computed  would  fcarcely 
amount  to  nine  acre*.  But  the  probability  of  cir^ 
cumftances,  the  praflice  of  other.  Greek  writei^ 
and  the  aMboffiqr  of  M..  de  Vafaia,  fadfaaaM 
to  Mieva  thai  ll«  atailp  it  aM MaqMft  At 


[49]  BiMfaik  UL  so»  TUIatybtafccafnai' 
Hegefippnt. 

[;o]  Seethe  death  and  ci>ara£ler  of  Sabious  ia 
Tacitu*  (UiA.  iii.  74,  75.).  Sabisna  waa  the  elder 
btothcf^^aad  dll  the  aeeaffoa  orVa(paiiaa,hai  baaa 
conGdered  at  the  pvfadfal  fappoft  a(  tha  BUviaa. 

family. 

[51]  Flaviain  Clemen  tern  patraelea  faua  CM" 
tmtjfitM  imtut . . .  aa  taaaMhwl  faSpamit  fame* 
aut.  SaaaB.fal>aaritiaa»  c  ij. 

[jx]  The  iHe  of  Pandataria,  according  to  Dion. 
Bralliaa  Pralena  (apud  Eafeb.  iii.  18.)  banithea  bar 
to  dat  of  BoBlia.  which'waa  not  far  difiant  from  the 
other.  That  difiierence,  and  a  miftake  either  of 
Euftbius,  or  of  his  tranicribcriy  bat*  gifen  occa- 
liea  to  fuppofe  two  DomhflJaa,  the  wife  aad  tbi- 
niece  of  Clemens,  ^ee  TUleiaOBtf  Hfano&ca  Bcdi^ 
iialliques,.  torn.  ii.  p.  224* 

[53]  Dion.  I.  Ixvii.  p.  1112.  IT  the  Brbttius 
Pt'jefent,  from  whom  it  is  probable  that  he  coUeiflcd 
this  account,  was  the  correfpondent  of  PKay*. 
(EpiftoU  vii.  3.)  we  aiay  ooafider  Urn  at  a  eaaiaaii* 
porary  wiiiaw 

[$4]  Sueton.  inDomit.  c.  17.  Thilofiratna  in 
Vit.  ApoUoe.  I;?ttU 

[k)  DiflB*  1.  Jniii*  p.  luS.  Flfa.  BpiOol. 
ill  aa* 

[$6J  Elift. 
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[;6]  riin.  Epiilol.  x.  97.  The  learoed  Molbeiin 
cxprefles  himrelf  (p.  14T.  *3t.)  with  the  higheft 
approbatioa  of  Pliny's  moderate  and  candid  Mm* 
per.  Notwithflanding  Dr.  Lardner's  furpiciont  (<€• 
jewilhand  Heathen  TtiUmonie!,  vol.  ii.  p  j6  ,1  !  am 
noable  to  difcover  any  bigotry  in  hi*  language  or 
fueeeediiigi. 

f;?}  PKn.  BpiiM  v.  «.   He  pleaded  Ma  M 

f»ufc,  A  D.  ?i.  1  he  year  after  the  famoas  erup- 
tions of  Mount  VefuTini,  in  which  his  ondc  loft 
kiilift. 

•  . 

($8]  PUB.  EpiflDl.  X.  98.  TemlltoB  (Ap«l<«w 

c.  5.)  con  fillers  this  reicript  as  a  relaxation  of  the 
ancient  penal  laws,  "  quas  IVajanus  ex  parte  fru- 
Aratus  cil :"  and  jet  Tenullian,  in  another  part  of 
hit  Apohigiis,  eapofes  the  inconfiftMcy  of  probi* 
biting  inquiries,  and  enjoining  poaiAflimti. 

F.pfebius  (Hi^.  ficclefiaft.  I.  iv.  c.  9.I  has 
frefitrved  Ao  tdiA  of  Hidiian.  He  has  likcwife 
(c- 1  )•)  Bs  «M  fiiil  note  Atroanbie  andcr  the 
•gtiM  of  AotOBinel ;  ^  utbeDiidtf  of  wMeh  !i 

HOI  lb  univerfally  alioaccl.     The  fecoml  apiv!op;y  of 
coauioaibme  CMtoui  particular*  rclMtve  to 
<ke  occuMoM  4f  chriftlaii. 

[60]  SoeTertulHan  (Apolog.  c.  40).  The  afls 
of  the  martyrdom  of  Polycarp,  exhibit  a  lively 
pii.1ure  of  thefe  nnralta,  which  were  oAiaHy  fo- 
mented by  th«  mlioiof  (he  Jowi. 

"       ■  Tkcfc-wgBU&mi  ife  infettri  fa  Aasboto 

tn^ntiooMi  cdiQs  of  Hadrinn  and  Pius.  Sea  lha 
apology  ol  Melito,  (apud  Eufeb.  1.  iv.  c.  a6.) 

[6a]  Sec  the  lefcripi  of  Trajan,  and  the  condu& 
of  Ptiay.  The  mail  aotbentic  aifts  of  cht  ourtyn 
alioaad  ia  tholo  aithariatiou. 

[63]  In  particular,  fee  Tcrtullian,  (Apol.  c  2, 
J,},  and  Ls£Untiut  (Ipftitut.  J>uria.  v.  9).  Their 
nafooiBft  are  almoll'tbe  £niie;  but  we  alty  diC> 
'  coftr.  that  one  of  thefe  npologifti  had  beeo  a  Uwyer, 

aodtbc  other  a  rhctoriciaa. 

[64]  See  two  inlUocet  of  this  kind  of  torture  ia 
the  AAa  Siacera  kdartyrutn.  puMilhed  by  Ratoart^ 
p.  160.  iqg.  J-rcrno,  in  hi-  Lfj-eiid  of  Paul  the 
Hermitt  lelii  a  Urange  iiory  ot  a  young  man.  who 
•  mm  dwiacd  ni.k«don  a  bed  of  Jtoa»n»  aai  af* 
fruited  by  a  beaaiifal  and  waatoii  coartesao.  Hi 


quelled  the  riting  tcirptatiea  by  biiiag  oS  hii 
toac«e. 

[6;!  The  eeaverfianof  his  wife  provoM  Claa* 
dias  Herminianus,  governor  of  Cappadocia,  to  treat 
the  chriflians  with  u&coaiaon  icver'ity.  Tertuilian 
adSc^palamt  cj.      .  . 

'iVr-iilliiti,  in  his  epiflle  fo  the  govcraOf  of 
Africa,  nicniioQi  fereral  remarkable  inilancea  of 
lenity  and  fbtbearanc^  which  had  happened  whhia 
bia  kaowledge. 

[6t)  Ncqoe  enin  in  univerTum  aliqoid  qunj 
^oali  cenaiB  formam  habest,  conftitsi  poteit:  bo 
exprtffioa  of  Trajan,  which  garc  a  very  great ImIb 

Utde  to  the  governors  of  provinces. 

[68j  la  Metaila  dannamur,  in  iofalas  relegit- 
taur.  TettoUiatt.  Apolog.  c  is.  The  •iaea  of 

Numidia  contained  nincbiihopj,  with  aptoportian- 
abh  number  of  their  Clergy  ai^d  people^  ta  whiua 
Cyprian  addreifed'a  pious  epiflle  of praifeaadeoB* 
fart.    See  Cyprian.  EpiiioU  j6,  yj, 

(69J  Though  we  cannot  receive  with  entire  con- 
fidence, either  the  epiaics^  or  the  ada  of  Ignatiat. 
(they  may  be  found  in  the  2d  voloroe  of  the  Apo- 
flolic  Fathers)  yet  we  may  quote  that  hifliop  of 
Antioch  ai  eae  of  thefe  uKm/ia^  manyr».  Hewu 
Tent  in  chains  to  Rome  as  a  (mb'^ "ptAacIe  :  ar.d 
when  he  arrived  at  Troas,  iK  reetf viit  the  pleafiag 
iatdllgaMe«-that  the  perfwatiiii  of  Awfcub  mm  el. 
MofyatneMI* 

[70]  Ajsong  the  toartyri  of  Lyons,  (Eufcb  ],  % 
c.  I .}  the  Have  Blaodiaa  wa»  dtiUi^aiaied  by  a«n 
exqtiifite  tortarra.  Of  the  iwmaRf  i»  fi»  modi  ee* 
lebrated  in  the  a^s  of  FrHcitas  and  Pcrpetua,  two 
were  of  a  fcrvilc,  and  two  others  of  a  very  aeia 
eai<J1iiaii, 

[71]  Origen  adverf.  Celfam,  1.  iii.  p.  116.  Hb 
words  defer ve  to  be  iratfctibcd.    "  Qti^ 

[71]  If  «.e  recoiled  tha  «//  the  Plebeians  of 
Rome  were  not  chriAiana*  and  MM|t^  thachnAiaee 
were  not  lainti  and  martyrs,  we  may  judge  widi  how 
much  faf-JtT  religi"iii  >rirtoors  can  be  afcril>ed  to 
bones  or  urns,  indifcriminately  tak«n  from  the 
{ ubiic  bortal  place.  After  ten  oeatoriea  of 
free  Md  opoa  trade,  fiMae  ^M^rfctona  bove  oriM 

aMBg 
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■MMf  dbt  man  (nmedYitliolici.  They  now  re. 

quire,  a>  a  proof  u(  fanflity  and  martyrdom,  th« 
iecteri.  B  M*  a  vio)  fall  of  red  liquor,  {mfpoM  tn 
he  Uood,  or  ibe  fignie  of  a  p«kB-tK«.  Att  th« 
two  fcrmer  figni  are  of  !i:tle  weight,  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  lad,  it  u  obrerred  by  the  critics,  i .  Tfcat 
Uie  figure,  a*  it  it  called,  of  a  palm,  t*  perhaps  a 
Cypreiil,  and  perhaps  only  a  Hop,  the  flourift  of  a 
COnna  'sled  in  the  monuirental  infcriptiooi. 
S*  That  the  palm  wai  the  fymbol  of  viflory  among 
dW  Pfegau.  J.  That  aaong  the  chriftians  it  ferved 
ai  die  efflblem,  net  onlf  of  raartyrdom,  but  in  ge> 
neral  of  a  joyful  rcTurreflion.  See  the  epiftle  of 
P.  Mabilloo,  on  the  woHhip  of  vakoowa  fatnti. 
•od  MonMri  fvgnit  AnAMA  Itatiau^  Diflbtat. 
IviB. 

[7O  As  a  fpecimen  of  thcfe  legenda,  M  nay  be 
fatiified  with  10,000  diriftiaa  Ibldien  cr«dM  ia 
«ae  dajr ,  either  hf  Trafen  or'  H«dria<»,  kn  awunt 
Ararat.  See  Baronius  ad  Martyrologiom  Roma- 
Bom.  TilIemont>  Mem.  Ecdefiaft.  torn.  ii.  part 
JL  p.  438.  and  Geddes's  Mifcellaniet,  rot.  ii.  p. 
soj*  The  abhf^viaiion  of  Mil.  which  may  fig- 
•ify  ddrar^Ufiiin  «r  tb»ti/andi,  n  fald  to  haye  oc 
cafioaed  fciBe  estramdiaaiy  aaiiUkiea. 

f74]  IKoBTfiaa'ap.  Bvftbb  I.  vi.  c.  41,  Oaaof 
the  Ihv  eateea  am  Ifltairife  accalcd  of  fohhcfjp. 


[7j]  Tbelettera  of  Cyprian  exhibit  a  very  cu- 
rioua  and  original  piAare,  both  of  the  man  and  of 
de  tima.  See  likewife  the  tWD  livei  of  Cypriao, 
conpoied  with  equal  accuracy,  tlioogh  with  very 
diSereat  view* ;  the  one  by  Le  Clerc,  (Bibliothe> 
que  Univerfelle,  torn.  xii.  p.  208—378.)  the  Other 
byTillemont,  Memoirea  Ecdciafiiqact,  ton.  iv« 
part  i.  p.  76 — 4J9. 

[76]  See  the  poTfte  b«t  ft«ere  epiftle  of  the  clergy 
of  Rome,  to  the  bifhop  of  Carthage  (Cyprian  Epift. 
8,  9.).  PoBtiai  labonn  mth  the  greateft  care  aad 
^feace  to  jafi^r  hUr  aaSer  agaiaft  the  geaetal 
caa&Nw 

[77]  la  fatdealar  tkole  of  Diooyfioi  of  Alex* 
aadria,  aad  Gregory  Thaomatargoa  of  Neo-Ccfa- 
lea.  See  Baleb.  HilL  Ecckfiaft.  1.  vi.  c  40.  and 
MeBMlice  deXUlHHMi^  laai.  ir,  part  v.  pi.  tts* 

[78]  See  Cypdan,  EpiA,  16.  aad  hb  life  Igr 

Ponliu*. 
Vot.  I. 


[79]  <=  have  an  original  life  of  Cypriaa  by  the 
deacon  Pontius,  the  companioo  of  hit  exile,  aad 
the  fpcQator  of  hit  death;  and  w?  lUicAife  poflefa 
the  aacicat  proconfular  afls  of  hij  martyrdon. 
Thefe  two  relations  are  confident  with  each  other, 
and  with  probability )  aad  what  is  fomewhat  re. 
narkable,  they  are  bodi  mfatlied  by  any  miraca- 
loaadfcaaillaiicca. 

[*o]  It  (hould  feem  that  thefe  were  , 

dcrt,  fent  at  the  fame  time  to  all  the  „  

DMMygitt  (ap.  Bttftb.  I.  »H.  c.  ii .)  relates  the  Mllory 
of  his  own  baailhment  from  Alexnndrij,  almoft  in 
the  fame  manner.  Bat  as  be  cfcaped  and  furvired 
theperfecution,  we  mall  aecoaatUaieitharaioi^or 

he  coafidcicd  it  Umfrtf,  lc6  Ibnaaaia  thaa 
Cypiiaa. 

See  Plin.  Hid.  K'atar.  v.  3.  CeUarioa,  Geo- 
graph.  Antiq.  part  iii.  p.  96.  Shaw's  Travels,  p. 

and  for  the  adjacent  country,  (which  u  ter- 
minated by  Cape  Bona,  or  the  promontory  of  Mer- 
cury) I'Afrique  deMarmol.  torn.  ii.  p,  474.  There 
are  the  remaios  of  aa  aqoeduA.  near  Curobls,  or 
Carbis,  at  prefcat  altered  into  Gurbes;  and  Dr. 
Shaw  read  aa  infcription.  which  ftyles  that  city, 
Cthm*  FmMm.  The  deapta  Pootios  (in  Viu  Cy- 
priaa.  c  I  a.)  calls  it  *'  Apricnm  et  conpetentem 
locnra,  hofpitium  pro  voluntacc  fecretom,  etqai&. 
qoid  apponi  eis  ante  promiflnm  cfi,  qaiM|aamM 


See  Cyprian.  Epiftol.  77.  Edit.  Fell. 

[S3]  Upon  his  coBverfion  he  had  fold  thole  gar- 
dens for  the  bcneGt  of  the  poor.   The  iadolgeaee 
of  God  (raoA  probably  the  liberality  of  fotne  chrif- 
tiaa  frieod)  teftored  them  to  Cyprian.  See  foatia^ 
.€.•15. 

[84]  When  Cypriha,  a  taidvenoadk  Mbre,  waa 

fent  into  exile,  he  dreamt  that  he  fliould  be  pot  to 
death  the  next  day.  The  event  made  it neceliary  to 
cxplaia  dnt  word,,  as  figaifyiag  a  year.  Ptada^ 
c.  12. 

[8j]  Pontius  (c.  15.)  acknowledges  that  Cy. 
prian,  with  whom  he  fopped,  paffed  the  night 
cnflodia  delicati.  The  Bifliop  exerctfed  a  left  aad 
very  proper  aft  of  jariHlfiaoa,  by[direaiag  that 
die  yoDBger  ftmales,  who  amiebad  ia  die  imt, 

<hou!d  be  re 
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^Mi  of  a  nodornal  crowd.    A&  Frocoofularia, 
A  a. 

[8.*]  S«e  the  original  fcnitnce  in  the  Afli.  c.  4. 
isdiii.PDMim»  c  17.  Thill«ter««pi«lfc«ltiB» 
sMfc  fbeioriCBl  Biu»er. 

1*7]  PoniioJ.  c  19.  Nf-  de  Tillcmotit  (Memoifttf 
torn.  iv.  parti,  p.  450-  S'^^  "  not  pleafed 
with  b  pofittw  an  cxclalioa  of  any  former  maityw 

[88]  Wbaiem  opinion  we  may  entertain  of  the 
dttiaaerorpitoclpktofThomaiBccket,  we  moft 
KkaowWge  that  ka  faftitd  dcatk.  wltli  a  MB- 
fltncy  not  unworthy  of  the  primitive  nurtyr?.  See 
Lord  Lyttcltoa's  Uiflory  of  Henry  II.  vol.  u.  p. 
59a,  *c. 

[89]  8«e  in  parricolar  tin  weallfc  rf  Cyprian  de 
Upfi«,  p.  »7-98-  Edit.  Fell.  The  learning  of 
Dodwell  (Dlflertrt.  Cyprianic.  xii.  xiii-),  and  the 
ingentiity  of  MiddleiOB  (Free  Enqniry,  p.  16a,  Ac), 
have  left  fcarcdy  any  thiag  add  COMereiag  the 
merit,  the  honours,  and  the  motm*  of  the  martyit. 

[90]  Cyprba  EjgiM.  s>  7«  M>  »*<^  «*« 
Uniut  Ecehfo.  The  aamlcr  of  pidMoM  «»ar- 

tyr»  has  been  feiy  IBBch  mulnplled,  by  the  caftom 
whfadi  wu  mtrodooid  of  beftowing  that  honourable 
•uaa  oa  eonfefbrs. 

[91 1  Certatim  gloriofa  i«  eertamiaa  nwliatar; 
maldqaa  avidiai  tan  martyria  giorioGi  monibut 
quarrebtntnr,  qutm  nunc  Epifcopatu*  pravis  ambi- 
onibus  appetantor.  iiglpicitn  Scterast  L  il.  H» 
mi^  have  omistcd  the  weed  a«Mr. 

[qal  See  Bpift.  ad  RoiMa.  c.  4,  5.  ap.  P^tres 
Apoflol.  torn.  u.  p.  27-  T«  f"'"**  purpofc  of 
£ilhop  Pearfon  (fee  Vindicia  Ignatianx,  part  iL 
c  9.)  toialBly  bf  a  piofolioo  of  enuaplca  aad  aa- 
tliff»u:— ,  the  ftaiioiaBU  of  Igaatiot. 

[93]  of  Poly<^"^"'  °°  v-hich  Corncilfe 

hai  iModcd  a  very  beautiful  tragedy,  is  one  of  ibe 
orfebmad.  thoi«h  aol  perhagt  the  mod  au- 
thentic indanccs  of  this  exceflive  xeal.  We  Ihonld 
oMcnOt  that  the  6oih  canon  of  the  council  of  UU- 
hah  leMba'Aaiid^of  aiaityrs  to  ihoft  who  ex- 
poied  th^ftlM  Ml,  bj  pablkly  *ftfoyiag 
iha  idolj. 


[94]  SeeEpiaetoi,  1.  ir.  c.  7.  (though  dMNlla 
hme  doubt  whether  he  alladri  to  the  chrifBeat) 
JMafcea  Aatooiniu  de  RdMu  fail,  I.  xi.  c.  $.  L«- 
daa  ia  Pwagtto, 

a 

(9;!  TenaUiaa  •dSeapd.c.      The  IcaiaaA 

are  divided  between  three  perfons  of  the  fame 
■ime,  who  were  all  proconfuls  cf  Afia.  1  am 
inclined  to  afcrtbe  Ah  Hory  to  Antoninus  Pioa, 
v\ho  w.ns  aftcrwardi  emperor;  and  who  may  kafO 
governed  Afii,  under  the  reign  of  Trajan. 

[96]  MoOicim,  de  Rebut  Chrift.  aote  Oofliatt- 
lia.  p.  a}s* 

[97]  See  the  Epiftle  of  the  Chaick  af  SttfMK 
ap.  Bafeb.  Hia.  Ecclef.  L  ir.  c.  1 

[98]  la  the  <ccond  apology  of  Joftia,  there  t(  » 
particular  and  very  curious  inftance  of  ihit  legal 
delay.  The  fame  iodu^ence  wai  granted  to  aecnftd 
chriftian*,  in  the  perfecotioo  «f  Deciaet  awl  Cy- 
prian (de  LapC.)  exprefly  oMMiOM  the  "  Oica  ao* 
gpHi^bM  prarffiMM/* 

[99]  Tertnllian  confidcrs  filglit  from  perfecntion, 
a»  ax  imfnhOt  bat  very  criminal  apolUcy,  at  aa 
inpioat  anaapt  to  elaJe  die  wIN  of  God,  fte.  tK, 
-He  htf  written  atreatife  on  this  fubjcft  (fee  p.  f}6 
— <44.  Mil.  RigaltO.  wluth  »*  ^^'^  *• 
wUdeft  faaaticifiB,  aod  the  au>ft  iaciriiereat  decla- 
mation. It  is  howrvcr  fomewhrnt  rcXiariuble,  that 
TerteHlan  did  not  luflcr  martyrdom  himCBl& 

[100]  TheIiA^//d/i«,whoarechjeflyknownbyt!ie 
writiagsof  Cyprian*  aradaftrihcd  with  the  uimoft 
preciGon,  in  the  COpioUCOBWaateiy ^f  Moibcim, 

P' 483-439' 

[lei]  Plin.  Epiftol.  x.  97.  iMoajliw  MtM- 
drin.  ap.  Eufeb.  1.  *K  C  4lv  Ad  prima  fiatim 
verba  minaalia  ioiBid  aaxiao*  fratrtim  auamt 
idem  fuam  prodidit :  aee  preflpatat  ell  perftMtl' 
tmpetn,  fed  voluntario  lapfu  feipfum  proHra- 
viC  Cyprian.  Opera,  p.  89.  Among  thtfe  de- 
fertan  were  many  priellt,  aad  avaa  Ulhopa. 

[tot]  f* wai  oatiWi  oee^  th*t  Cyprian  wrote 
hii  rreatife  De  Lapfis  and  many  of  his  epiAki,  The 
controverfy  conceraiDg  the  trraiteent  of  peniMat 
g^Ollaih*,  doca  aot  o^nr  among  the  Chriftians  cf 
the  preceding  ceatery.  Shall  we  afcribc  thii  to  the 
fuperiority  of  their  fa^th  aad  oMMse*  ori»o«f  ktt 
iatiauie  Itnonrledgc  of  ibeii'  hitnry  i 

4  t»«J3  *• 
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(103]  Sec  Mo(beim,  p.  97.  Snipiciiu  Severui 
«ra>  the  &M&  author  of  thn  ceaipuution  ;  tkoagh 
4e  feoMd  defiitMu  «f  aiiimBgtlw  HBth  aadgmidt 
pcrimdM  im  dw  «onisg  of  A«  AmdMi* 

[104]  The  telHnonjr  given  by  Pbntiui  Pilate  b 
firft  mentioned  by  jaftln.  The  fucccflive  inpiowt* 
menu  which  the  ftory  luw  ie|aiJiKi.  (a»  U  p«fl«4 
ihroagh  the  haadi  of  Tovdifaut,  BafeMiM,  Spi>- 
phanius,  Chryfoflom,  Orofiat,  Gregory  of  Toon, 
and  the  authori  of  the  feveral  editions  of  the  adt  of 
Pilate)  are  very  fairly  ftated  by  Dom.  Calmed  DiAr- 
tatioDs  fur  I  Ecriiore,  ton.  iii.  p.  6jt,  &c. 

.  £ios]  On  thit  miracle,  aa  it  b  canauiBly  called, 
«f  the  thaadcring  legion,  At  adabkUt  'cdti- 
dfin  or  Mr.  Ifojrkk  ia  Um  Wotfc%  wiL  IS.  f, 

81 — £90. 

£106]  Dion  Cafiaa,  or  *athar  hit  abbreriator 
aapWh,  LlndL-p^iMfi.  lie.  Hoyle  (p*  *66) 
hai  explainad  dw  coadltioa  cf  ito  chmck  aniirtti 

reign  of  Comoiodat. 

[107]  Compare  the  life  of  CancaUa  ia  the  Aa- 
giiiaB  Hiftory,  wlA  dtt  BpHHe  of  TertaIHa*  ts 

Scapola.    Dr.  Jortin  (Rem  arkf  on  Fcclefiaftical 
Hiilory,  voL  ii.  p.  j,  <cc.)  con6d«n  the  care  of 
rqi,  by  the  ncut  of  holy  oU*  iridi « tioag  itSn 
to  convert  it  into  a  miracle, 

[108]  TartBiliaa  de  KagA,  c.  13.  The  prefeot 
waa  madedwiif  tiM  feaftof  the  SantrDalia;  aad 
it  is  a  matter  of  feriooi  concern  to  Tertalliaa,  that 
the  faithfal  flioaU  be  cmfeeided  frith  the  BBoaiB' 
ftaioMptaftSaM  vljch  trndutHt^tmudKmn 
of  duformumiCt 

[■09]  BeftlK  1.  T.  €.  sj,  14.  UMm,  f. 

[lioj  Judsos  fieri  fub  gra»!  poena  vetutt.  fdem 
Cden  de  CbriUianis  fanxit.    Hift.  Auguft  p.  70. 

(hi]  Sulpicigi  Severut,  1.  it,  p.  58+.  1  hit  c«m- 
putatioti  (allowing  for  a  fingle  eaccptHMi)  ia 
timed  by  the  hi|lor)i  of  BafeUii^  ud  the 
wiilbgs  of  Cyprian. 

'  [ill]  The  antiquity  of  Chriftian  churches  itdiA 
cuffed  by  Tilletnont  (Merooires  EccIe6afliqae^  t6a. 
iii.  Part  u.  p.  68— 7>.},  asd  bjr  Mr.  M«>yle  (toI. 
i.  ^  37i^is3).  Tift  tartar  ttien  the  &tSL  coo- 


ftraftioa  of  them  to  the  peace  of  Akxaadei  Sevcros  t 
the  iMMr,  ta  d»  pwoi  ofGallinn.  • 

fiis]  9eet1ie  Aagnftan  HiOory,  p.  130.  The 
Emperor  Akxaoder  adopted  their  method  of  public- 
ly propoftoe  the  name*  of  thofe  perlbaa  who  ware 
CMdUHv'Ar aidiMdfltt.  Itb  tra%  dttt  d»  feo- 
■owefiUa  pnabal*  Vkunm  rndkMU  to  d» 

[1 14]  £ebb.  m.  KcdefiaL  {.  vi.  c.  f  1.  ^iero: 
aya.  4e  Scripts  BflcM  «.  54.  MiMBaa  waa  ||ybd 
a  holy  and  pioot  woman,  both  by  the  Chrillians  and 
the  Pagaaa.  Ftom  the  former,  therefore,  it  waa  im- 
paAUe  thai  Ac  teiU  dcftn*  thhi  Iwaawbh 
epithet. 

{115]  See  tke  AnguAaa  Hiilory,  p.  1:3  Mo. 
flteia  (p.  46$)  feeaia  to  tefine  tae  mnch  on  the 
donellic  religion  of  Alexander.  Hit  defiga  of 
J>«iUiag  a poUic  teaiplo  i»  Chrift  (Hiik,  Aagat,  f, 
119.),  aaddnotjeAieawUehaBU  rallied  ciAer  19 
him,  or  in  fimilar  drcumllances  to  Hadrian,  appcart 
to  be  an  improbable  report,  invented  by  the  ChriAi- 
iat,  and  creduloaflf  ad^plcl  bf  m  httodw  sf  |he 
age  of  Conflaatiaft  • 

Cii61Biaak,kvi..9.|S. 

[117]  OroGus,  I.  vii,  c.  15,  mentions  Origea  ^ 
theobjcft  of  Maxiinin't  refeatment;  and  Fir«iili> 
aaai,a  Cappadodaa  Uflnpef  that  age,  givei  a  joft 
and  con  fi  ned  idea  af  dU*  pctiimdoa  (ap«l  CVpcbo^ 

Bpift.7S) 

[1 13]  The  meatioo  of  tboie  princea  who  were 
pubtidy  lappofed  to  be  Cluiiiaaa.  aa  wefiad  it  in  ai| 
cpiftle  of  Diooyfiui  of  Alexandria  (»p.  Eufeb.  I. 
vii.  C.  10.},  evidently  alludes  to  Philip  and  hit  f*. 
mily;  and  forms  a  contemporary  evidence,  that 
fach  a  report  M  picvaiieds  bat  the  E|gypij«a 
biihop,  who  lived  if  aa  bamlde  diftmce  Itm  the 
court  of  Rome,  exprefles  htrofelf  with  a  becoming 
difidenc*,  coaccniiag  the  traih  of  the  The 
efMleiorOrigea(wUchwere«inaBtbthe  ttmeef 
Bafebigj,  fee  I.  vi.c.  36.)  would  moll  probsbly  d«- 
dde  this  curious,  ratherthan  important  qjeflion. 

.  £n93  Eufeb.  U  vi.  o.  j*.;  T)mMw  •*  «  •'W^ 
ha»  beta  eaibelUlhea  by  fmniiti^  wricert,  and 

COoAitrd,  with  moch  foperfluoui  Jcarniag,  by  Fxor 
derick  Spanheim  (Opera  Varia,  torn.  ii.p.  499,  4ic^ 
i  a  [iso]  Lw- 
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[ito}  IiafltBlHii,  de-Mortiba*  Pnrlecatoniin,  c. 
),  4.   AAcr  etWbntbg  die  ftlidtjr  aad  iacmfe  of 

the  chorch,  under  a  long  fucceffionof  good  princes: 
be  add*,  **  Ezdtit  poft  annos  plarimoi,  cxecrabile 
loimal*  Dflditt  qotfcmittBccMiam.** 

[i»t]  Baftb.  l>  vi.  e.  Sf.   Cyprian  BpU«i. 

The  fee  of  Rome  remained  vacant  from  the  tnartyr- 
iom  of  Fabtaou*,  to  die  10th  of  Jaswr/.  A.  i>. 
s;ek  ^  di«  elcAioB  of  OonwBw,  the  4th  of  JtuM. 

A  D.  251.  Dcciua  had  probably  left  RonW^fiaC* 
he  was  killed  before  the  end  of  that  year. 

[laa]  Enfcb.  !•  vji*  c.  rc*   Moflteim  (p. 
hia  very  deariji  flMira*  that  the  FMAftiibcriMiU( 
and  the  E0fdaa  tUgU,  ll«  OM  and  ths  fiUM 

perfuD. 

[1x3]  Baftbiai(L  *uv  c.  tj.)  gives  ■»  a  Gnak 
««rfion  of  Mm  Laila  cdid,  wbich  feeoM  to  hava 
been  very  concife.  By  another  cdift,  he  diiwftadi 
that  the  CmmutriA  ibould  be  lefiored  to  th«  Chri^ 

[1S4]  Eufi^.  1.  vii.  c.  30.  LaSantius  de  M.  P. 
ab  6«  Hieronym.  in  Chron.  p.  177.  OroCus,  1.  vii. 
c.  23.  Tbetr  language  is  in  general  fo  ainbigaoo* 
and  incorreA,  that  we  are  at  a  left  to  determine 
hflW  fu  Aurelian  had  carried  his  inteniioni  before 
ha  waa  aflidinated.  Moft  of  the  modenu  (except 
DadMlU  nihrtat.  Cyprian,  xi.  64.)  hate  feixied 
daoccafian  afgainin^a-few  cxtraonliaary  aiartyn. 

[I2j3  Paol  was  better  pleafed  with  the  title  of  Dm* 
immbu»  than  with  that  of  bi(hop.  Th(  Dwaaarim 
waa  an  Inperial  procurator,  Co  called  from  hit  faliry 
cf  two  hundred  Stjltrtia,  or  l,6oo  1.  a  year.  (Sie 
Salmaliui  ad  Uift.  Aoguft.  p.  114.)  Some  critics 
ftippefS!.  that  dbe  Mflioii  «f  Aniieeh  had  aSually 
obtained  fuch  an  oSice  from  Zcnobia,  while  othcij 
confidcr  it  only  ai  a  figurative  cxprcffion  of  hia 
panp  and  laAlaaca. 

[ts6]  SioMMf  was  aet  aakaowa  ia  tbolb  dcMi } 

and  the  clergy  renetimcj  bought  what  they  intfod- 
cd  to  fell.  It  appears  that  tiie  btihopric  of  Car- 
thage waa  f  Khafcd  by  a  wealthy  matron,  naaned 
Locilla,  for  her  fervant  Majorinui.  The  price  waa 
400  FcUit.  (Monument.  Antiq.  ad  calcem  Oputi, 
•  p.  263.)  Every  /"#//// contained  ia{  piece*  offilver, 
and  the  whole  Ihm  nay  be  campated  at  aheat 
a,40o  1. 


[lay]  If  we  are  defiroa*  of  exteneatiog  the  vices 
af  Ftaal,  wenaftfflfpeft  thealbnhled  bifhopi  oftha 

Eaft  of  publi(hing  the  moft  malicious  calumnies  In  a 
circular  epiiUe,  addreiTcd  to  all  the  cburcbea  of  the 
cai|^      Baftb*  1*  vB.  c.  jo). 

[12SI  HI*  berefy  (like  thole  of  Neetee  and  8a- 

bcllius,  in  ihc  fame  centuryl  tended  to  confound  the 
ayllerious  diAin^ion  of  the  divine  perCsoii  iiee 
MafMia»  p.  70a,  dee. 

[it9]  Baftb.  HiA.  Bcde£aS.  1.  vii.  c.  50.  We 
are  entirely  indebted  {M  hiai  Jot  the Carioas  dlM} of 

Paul  of  Samofota. 

[ijcj  The  Ara  of  Martyrs,  which  ia  Iliil  in  uTe 
among  the  Copu  and  the  Abyffiaians,  naft  be 
Iconed  from  the  29lh  of  Augnft,  A.  D.  2^4 ;  u  the 
beginning  of  the  Egyptian  year  was  nineteen  day* 
earlier  than  the  ttki  acceffion  of  Diocletian.  See 
Difirrtatioa  paaliiitBaiia  i.l'Att  da  verifies  Jcs 

SatBla. 

[131]  The  exprefllon  of  La^aatlns  (de  M.  P. 
c.  i^^  "  facrificio  poliui  coegit,"  implies  their 
aniccedaatawvcffiOBtOkliefiuth}  batdocsnotfecn 
wJaliQr  iba  aUbrtiaB  of  Mdhaiai  (p.  912  J,  thai 
thy  had  haaa.t»M»anl>  baptM>d> 

f t|s]  M.  d«Tillanoat(MeaMu«s  Bedefiadiqmsi 
tom.  V.  parti,  p.  11,  tt.)  has  qooted  from  the 
Spidleginm  of  Don  Log  d'Acheri.  a  very  cnrioos 
inftradion  whidi  bifwp  Theoaas  csflifafinl  far  the 

n£et>f  Lucian. 

•  £' J}Jl  Laflaaiius  de  M.  P.  &  i«w 

[134]  Eufcbiuj  Hid.  EccJefia!!.  I  viii.  c.  i.  Thf 
reader,  who  confults  the  original  will  notaccafe  mm 
of  heightening  die  piAure.  Eufebius  was  aboet 
fixicen  ycarsolF^ga.attheaceelBoaof  thaeaspegoe 
JDiodetian. 

E'3f]       might  quote,  aoKHig  a  gtcataoaiba 

of  inllances,  the  myllerious  worfhip  of  Miihra** 
and  the  1  aarobolia ;  the  latter  of  which  bccaow 
ftlUeaabh  ia  A«  tiaM  of  the  AaMwinct  (See  a 
Diflertation  of  M.  dc  Bene,  in  the  Mrmoires  de 
I'Academie  de*  iofcriptioas,  tom.  ii.  p.  443,^. 
1  he  ronaaoa  of  Apoleiaj  b  as  lallof  davotiea  aa 

of  fatire. 

[136]  The  impoftor  Alexander  very  ftroegTy 
lecoamcnded  ibc  oracle  of  Trophonius  at  hfalle*, 

aad 
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sod  (hofe  of  Apollo,  at  Claroi  and  Miletus  (Luciao. 
torn.  ii.  p.  2},b.  Hdit.  Reitz).  The  laft  of  thcfe, 
whofe  fiogular  hiHory  wonld  furaUh  t  vcfjr  OtriOBl ' 
cpUbde.  WM  cosfiilic4  bj  Dracliiiaa  bdbn  kt 
publilicd  hii  cdiAsof  p«rlcailioB  (La£Uuiiu,  d» 
M.P.  c.  II.). 

[137]  Bcfidcf  the  aociemt  lloric*  of  ?ytk*g9iu 
md  AriteM  i  th»  cures  peribraicd  at  ibe  fliriM  of 

iEfculaptui.  and  the  fabics  rclaiec!  cf  Apollouios 
of  Tyans,  were  (requently  oppofcd  to  the  miracles 
of  Chrifl;  though  1  agree  with  Dr.  Lardner  (fee 
TeOiinouea.  voL  Ui.  p.  sjt.  3$s.)i  (hat  when 
PbiloAiatn  conpoM  ih>  fib  of  ApolloniHi,  be 
bad  BO  fSicb  iuMtion. 

[133]  It  ii  ferjouf^y  to  be  lamented,  that  the 
Chrillian  fa;!i"is,  Ity  aci;iio«vlcdging  the  fuper- 
natoral.  or,  m  they  decm^  it,  the  infernal  pan  of 
P^gaoii'm,  deflroy  with  their  own  baada  the  great 
advantage  wbicb  «»  migbt  otberwUb  derive  from 
ibe  liberal  conceflioBf  of  oar  adVetftriM. 

[139]  Julian  (p.  301.  Ed'ii.  Spanlieiro)  expreflli 
a  pioai  joy«  that  the  provideace  of  the  ga4*  had 
cxtingeibcd  tbetn^eiu  fefla,  and  for  ibe  moBt  part* 
dcflroycJ  the  books  of  the  Pyrrliontnns  and  Epi- 
curean:, v.'hich  had  been  very  numerous,  iince  bpi- 
eurns  himfclf  compofed  no  Icfs  than  )0a  wtoaWi 
See  Diogeoei  Laertiai,  1. «.  c*  t6. 

[}4c]  C  iri  quc  alios  audiam  maflitare  ind!gnan> 
ler,  et  diccre  opportere  Hatui  per  Senatum,  abole- 
tMor  ut  bcc  fcripta,  qaibut  ChriAiana  Religio 
oonprobetur,  et  vetaAatii  oppriroator  auAoritat. 
Arnobtiu  adrerfus  Geatei,  1.  iiL  p.  109,  104.  He 
adds  very  profwrty,  ErrorisconvlncitcCiceroni.ni  .  . 
nam  intcrciperc  fcripta,  et  pubiicat^m  vcllc  fab- 
nergcrc  Icdionem,,  non  eft  DeotB  dcfcadere  led 
veritatis  tedificationcm  timerc. 

[141]  LaOantioa  (Divin.  Isftitnt*  1.  v.  ct*].} 
gWei  a  ytry  clear  and  fpirited  aeeoant  of  two  of 
Ael'ij  philofophic  advsrfaries  of  the  faith.  The 
large  trcatite  of  Porphyry  againd  the  Chriilian» 
eoofifted  of  tbittjr  books,  aad  was  eompole«l  ia 
•  Sicily  aboot  the  7cars;o. 

[I4J]  Sec  Pocrarc)  Etclrfiaft.  L  14  C.  9* 

«nd  Codex  Thcodofun.  1.  i.  -.i-   i.  I.  3, 

[143]  £afebiaj,  i.  vlit.  c  c.  17.  He  limita 
tba  auabcr  of  aiilicaiy  tuttjitp.  by  •  itmaikabla 
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expreflion  {(ntjuun.vmmit  «(W«s.  jkmfn)  of  wbicb 
neither  bit  Lstia  nor  Preneb  trsallaior  bave  nnd^ 
tbe  CMIgy.  ^'otwith^!.^^.d!rT2;  the  authority  of 
Eafcbini,  and  the  Clcuce  of  Laflantius,  Ambrofe,. 
Sulpicias,  Orofius,  Sec.  it  has  been  long  believed, 
that  the  Thebasan  legion,  confining  of  6000  Chri- 
ftiufl,  fnflued  -martyrdom,  by  the  order  of  Max- 
imian,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Pcnine  Alps.  The  flory 
wai  firft  publilhed  about  the  middle  of  tbe  Tib 
ceototy,  by  Eacheriua,  bifbop  of  Lyont»  wbo  n- 
ceiTCd  it  from  certain  perfons,  who  received  it  frvn 
Ifeac  Bilhop  of  Geneva,  who  is  faid  to  have  recelffcd 
it  from  Theodore  bittiop  of  Oaodorom.  TW 
Abbey  of  St.  Maurice  aill  fubfia*,  a  rich  moaa* 
aentof  tbecrednli^  of  Sigifmond,  king  of  Bur- 
gundy. See  an  excellent  Diircriaiion  in  the 
XXX vuh  volume  of  the  Bibliotbeqae  Raifiwad^ 
^  4»7-4$4' 

rr44)  9tk  tbe  AAa  Siacera.  p.  299.  The  ae* 
counts  of  his  martyrdom  and  of  that  of  Maicellaa* 
bear  every  mark  of  truth  and  anibenticity* 

[i4i]  AflaSincera,  p.  3CZ. 

[146J  De  M.P.  c.  11.  LaAantias  (or  whoever 
wa<  the  autber  of  this  little  trcaii&)  was,  at  that- 
time,  an  inhabitant  of  Nicomedia;  but  it  ieeaa 
diAcalt  to  conceive  bow  he-  coald  afiqaiie  fo  ac« 
ouaie  a  fcnowlcdte  of  «rhtt  |MU  ia  the  imperiaL 
cibiact* 

fi4-]  The  only  circamfliticc  which  we  can  dif. 
cover,  it  the  devoiioo  and  jealouly  of  the  motbec* 
of  Gaktina.  She  is  defcHbed  hgr  Laaantio*.  aa 
Deoram  isontium  coltrix ;  mnlier  admodum  fup. 
erAitiola.  She  had  a  great  influeaoeover  her  fon.^ 
ai  d  wat  ofended  bgr-iha  difi«|gingdof  ftaaof  her 
Cbciliian  fervanta.  ; 

(l4»]  The  wordip  and  fetival  of  the  God 
Teiariaaa  Me  elegantly  UlaOrated  by  M.  de  Soie.. 
Mem.  de  PAcadcaue  dca  lafcripdoaa,  torn.  L  |h  $0^. 

(149]  In  our  oaly  MS.  of  LaAantiut,  we  mad 
frifitSiu  i  but  taSm,  and  the  authority  of  all  the. 

ctitta»  allow  oaJalMd  of  that  word,  which  deOioya. 
tbtftafeofthepill^,  wMMumpn^fitn. 

[ijo]  LaAantiui  de  M.  P.  c.  12.  gives  a  ntf. 
Itvalx  piAoie  of  ibe  ddlraOioa-of  tbecharch, 

.  [ifil  MMMAk 
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[151]  Mofceim  (p.  922 — 926.),  from  many 
fcatcered  palTagei  of  LafUnciui  and  EuCcbius  has 
coUeflcd  a  rtetj  jaft  and  accorate  notion  of  this 
ediQ;  though  he  femetiaiet  dcvittn  into  conjcdare 
and  refiacment. 

[ijt]  Manjr  ages  aftervrards,  Edward  I.  prac- 
tiftd,  with  great  ruccefi,  the  fame  mode  of  per- 
fecotiOB  againft  the  clergy  of  England.  Sec  Hume** 
Htlory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  300,  laft  410  edUion. 

[  153]  LaAantiui  only  call)  bim  qotdan,  etfi  fioa 
reAe,  magno  tamea  aaimo,  &c.  c.  is.  Eofehim 
(I.  viii.  c  5.)  adornt  him  with  ftcalar  honoon. 
Naither  have  condcfcended  to  mention  his  name  ; 
bnt  the  Greeks  celebrate  hi*  memory  nnder  that  of 
Joha.  6m  TilleauMit,  Memoim  Eiytriiaftiqwct, 
tom.  T.  parti!,  p.  320. 

.  [IS4]  Lafltntius  de  M.  P.  c.  13,  14.  Potentiflimi 
quondam  Eonachi  necati,  per  qno*  Palaiium  et 
ipie  cosiUhK.  Saftbiaa  (!•  viii.  c.  6.)  meiuioni 
ih«  cmel  MMCBtioM  «f  the  eeaadu,  Gorgonius  and 
Doiodicair  aid  sf  Anthimitti,  bilbop  of  Nioo- 
laediii  and  both  dwlewriten,  deferibeiBevagae 
iMt  irt^Ml  nmner.  dM  Imrfd  ftnetirfneh  were 
aOed  ma  is  the  Zopeiial  ptefiace. 

[15s]  Sec  LaAaniiot,  Eafebiiu,  and  Conftantine, 
ed  CoMam  SaoQanm,  c  t^,  Bafchiiu  cobMSm 
hit  igeomaee  of  the  culh  of  the  Cre. 

[§$6]  Tnimoat,  Mcmoiics  Ecdefiaft.  torn.  v. 
yoiti.f.4}. 

[IJ7]  See  the  AdU  Siaeera  «f  RafMft.  pi,  |(]t 
thoife  «f  Fmlix  of  Tbibara,  or  Tibior,  appear 
■Mch  left  fCOinpted  than  in  the  ether  editiottt, 
whicheAMdaKMly  ^edmeaof  ImaMhiy  liMiAi. 

[11;  8]  See  the  Irft  book  ef  6ptatea  ef  Miktii 
egtinft  the  Donatrflt  at  Parii,  1700.  BUc.  Doph. 
He  Jrred  onder  the  reign  of  Valetu. 

fue)]  The  ancient  monaments,  puWiftied  at  the 
end  of  Optattis,  p.  261,  4tc.  defcribr,  in  a  very  cir- 
CWnftamial  maoQcr,  the  proceedings  of  the  gover- 
•on  in  the  defimflioB  of  churches.  They  made  • 
ntooteinfentor)'  of  the  plate,  &c.  which  thejp  firand 
in  them  Tli.u  of  tlir  church  of  Cirta,  in  Nu- 
inidia.  is  flill  exunt.  It  con&fted  of  two  cfaaltces 
offQU,aadfixoffilmi  fixnnUf  oaelKttle«ftfca 


lamps,  all  likewife  of  fit  ver ;  befides  a  lai£e  ^UUAf 

of  brafj  utenCls,  and  wearing  apparel. 

[160]  LaAantius  (lefUtut.  Divin.  v.  it.)  con- 
finea  the  calamity  to  the  tHtvtMiieulmm,  with  its  con- 
gregation. Eafebiui  (vtti.  1 1.)  extends  it  to  a  whole 
city,  and  introduces  foneihing  very  liice  a  regular 
fiege.  His  aacient  L:itin  tiinilator,  Rufinns,  adda 
the  in^rtaet  circumlUBce  of  the  penniffioa  gfarca  ' 
to  the  hhaUtantt  of  retiiieg  frcai  ihence.  Aa 
Fhrygi.i  reached  10  the  confine>  of  Ifiuria,  it  is 
poflible  that  the  reftlefs  temper  of  tho(e  iedepeadeat 
Betbartaaa  najr  have  concribtiied  10  thb  nufiMtaae. 

[>6i]  Balebins,l.vai.c6.  M.  ikValait(«ith 

(bme  probability)  thinks  that  he  has  dlfcovered  the 
Syrian  rebellion  in  an  oration  of  Libaoius  i  asd 
that  it  was  a  rafli  attempt  of  the  tribnae  Bugeaiat, 
who  with  only  five  hundred  men  fcized  Antioch, 
and  might  perhaps  allure  the  Chriilians  by  the 
promife  of  religious  toletatioB.  Fiom  EofeUae 
(1.  ix.  C.8.)  as  well  as  from  Mofes  ofChoicne  (Hi(!. 
Araea.  1.  ii.  c.  77,  ttc.)  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
Chiiliadqr  wae  ainady  iMnMI  im»  AiMHo. 

(161]  See  MoMo^  p.  93!  1  dha  teatof  Bufifcioa 

Wjr  plainly  Ihewi,  that  the  governors,  wbofe  powers 
weie  enlarged,  not  rellraiocd,  by  the  new  la^s, 
cottld  paaift  «d&  death  the  moft  oMiaaie  Chii> 
lUaai»  ai  aa  eanple  niheir  bicihiei. 

[16  ]  Athanafius,  p-  833,  ap.  Ullaioafi  Meau 

Ecclefiaft.  toin.  v.  part  i.  p.  90. 

[164]  Eufcbius,  1.  viii.  c.  15.  LaSaatina de  M. 
P.  c.  1$.  Dodwell  (Diflertat^  Cyprian,  xl.  7;^ 
reprefents  them  as  inconfiflent  with  each  other. 
But  the  former  evidently  fpeaks  of  ConOantius  in 
the  fiation  of  Cafar,  and  the  latter  of  the  laaM 
ptiace  ia  the  rank  of  Aagaiai* 

[165]  Datianus  is  mentionctl  in  G.-uter's  lofcrip* 
lions,  at  having  determined  the  limits  between  the 
territories  of  Pax  Julia,  and  thofe  of  Ehora,  both 
cities  in  the  (butbcrn  part  of  Lufitanta.  If  we  rocol- 
leQ  the  neighbourhood  of  thoiii  places  to  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  we  may  fufped  that  the  celebrated  deacon 
and  martyr  of  that  aame  baa  bcea  iaaccorately 
alligncd  by  Pradcatfot,  &c.  to  SaragoAa,  or  Va- 
lentia.  .See  the  pompous  hiflory  of  his  falTcringi, 
in  the  Memoires  de  Tiilemont,  tom.  t.  part  iL  p. 
58—15.  aenecridcatfcof  opiaioai*  thaithad^ 
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ftrtment  of  Conftaotiui,  m  Cxfar,  did  not  ioclade 
Spain,  which  ftill  concinoad  ■mkr  tkt  iBBtdiiM 

jurikiiftion  of  MuimUa. 

[166]  F.ufebiuj,  1.  fiii.  c.  11.  Gruter.  Infcript. 
p.  1171.  No.  18.  RuSnui  hat  miflaken  the  ofiic9 
of  Adauflui  as  well  a«  the  place  of  his  martyrdom. 

£167]  £afebiiM,LviB.«.  14-  BatuMoanrtiM 
wu  ▼anquilbed  br  CmloiiM^  it  fiiMi  pw» 
pofe  of  l.:i{lantiu3  (o  ^im  kb  ^Mtk  aHMf  llwlt 

ti(  the  perfcculors. 

£|68J  The  «pi|aph  of  Ma'CcUni  is  to  be  ibuad 
117m.  Ho.  ).  aad  it  eoa- 

tkins  all  that  w-c  know  cf  hi^  hiftory  MartrcUiniu 
nd  Marccllus,  whofe  namet  follow  in  the  lift  of 
popei,  arc  fuppoM  by  many  critics  to  bt  diflMM 
perfons ;  but  the  learned  Abbe  dfS  LoagMtM  wa» 
convinced  that  tbey  were  one  and  tbe  fiune. 
Vcridicas  reftor  lapfii  qniftCiimina  Acre 
Pnedixit  mifcria,  fuit  omnibuikoSit  aaaraa. 
Hinc  furor,  hinc  odiam  ;  fcqotmr  iUcbtiU,  Utm, 
Scditio,  cedes  ;  folvantur  foedcra  pacit. 
Criaen  ob  alterini,  ChriAom  qui  in  pace  aegavk 
Finibus  expulfus  patric cftftrliaMTynnaL 
tbe  breviter  Djmafus  voluit  comperta  referre 
Matcelli  popului  merituro  cogoofccre  pofict. 
We  may  obfcrve  that  DaaiafM  waa  aadt  bUkop 
of  Rome,  A.  I>.  366. 

[169]  Optatut  cootr.  Donatill.  1.  i.  c.  17,  18. 

[170J  The  Aa*  of  tke  PaSon  of  St.  ftDoiface, 
wMdi  aboand  in  mlrtelw  aid  deeleawdoa.  are 

puWifhedby  Ruinart,  (p.  2?3  — zgi.)  both  in  Greek 
and  Latin*  from  the  authority  of  very  ancient  ma- 
■alcripM. 

[171]  Dariog  the  foor  firft  centuries,  there  exift 
few  traces  of  either  bilhopt  or  bifhoprics  in  the 
wcftem  Illyricom.  It  has  been  thought  probable 
that  the  primate  of  KGlan  extended  his  jurifdiaion 
ever  Sirmium,  the  cap*»l  of  ^  province. 
See  the  GeograpUft  tela  of  Cbarlea  de  St.  Paal,  p» 
68—76.  iritb  tbt  oUcivaikaa  of  LKaa  Hot- 

[•7t]  The  viiith  book  of  Eufebiuit  as  well  as  the 
fappl«ncBt  coBcenihig  tbe  mtrtyrt  of  Pyeainc, 

principally  relate  to  the  perfecution  ofGaleriut  and 
Maxitnio.    The  general  lamentations  with  which 
opeai  the  vth  book  of  hit  Divias  Inlli- 
tadm*.  alladc  to  their  cnwlii. 


££NTU  CHAPTER.  kmU 

[173]  Eufebios  (1.  viii.  c.  17.)  ha»  given  m  a 
Greek  verfion.  and  LaQantias  (de  M.  P.  c.  34.), 
the  Latin  origituI,of  this  memorable  cdid.  Neither 
of  thefc  writer!  feem  to  recollefl  hovv  direflly  It 
coatradi^U.  whatever  they  have  juft  aAnaed  of  the 
teoorfb  aad  lepcataace  of  Galeriei. 

[174]  Bnlefaiiu,  1.  ix.  c.  t.    He  iaAtts  tbe 

epiflle  of  the  Pnrfild. 

[175]  See  Bufcbiui,  I.  viii.  c.  14.  I.  Jit.  c.  2—8. 
LaAantiut  de  M  P.  c.  36.  Theft  writers  agree  in 
repreftatiag  tbe attt  of  Maximia:  bat  the  former 
■elates  the  exccntion  of  ieveral  MVtyn,  while  the 
latter  cxpreisly  affirms,  oocidi  lervoa  Dei  vetait. 

[176]  A  fewdayi  before  his  death,  he  poblMhed 

avery  ample  ci!i.  i  cf  toleration,  in  i.vhicli  he  imputes 
all  tbe  fcvcrities  which  the  chrillians  fuffered  to 
the  jodges  and  goeeman,  who  bad  nifuaderllood  hh 
intentions.    See  the  EdiA  in  Eufebius,  1.  ix.  c,  10. 

[177]  See  two  icyarkahk  peiagea  in  Eufebiai, 
1.  viii.  c.  a.  aad  de  Martyr.  FaleSia,  c.  la.   The . 

prudence  of  tbe  hiftorian  hat  expofed  his  own  ch» 
raAer  to  cenfure  and  fufpicioa.  It  wu  well  kaowo 
that  he  Mnftif  had  beea  duewa  iaie  prlfea  t  and 
it  was  fuggellcd  that  he  had  purchafed  his  deliver" 
aace  by  ibme  dilhonourable  compliance.  The  re* 
preach  waa  urged  in  hia  lifetime,  and  even  ia  bit 
prefence,  at  the  council  of  Tyre.  See  Tillemoni, 
Mcmoires  Ecclellaftiquea*  torn.  viiL  pert  i.  p  6;. 

[178]  The  aadcatt  aad  perhapa  aitthentie  ac- 
count of  the  fafTcrings  ofTaiachus,  and  his  compa- 
nions (A£ia  Sioccra  Ruinart,  p.  419 — ^448)  ia  &Ued 
widk  ftreog  expicfloae  of  reftataMat  aad  coaianpt 
which  could  not  ful  of  irritating  the  magiflraie. 
The  behaviour  of  i£defiua  to  Ulerocles,  prxfed  ol 
Egypt*  waa  Hill  man  extraordinary,  «•  ant 
TM  ttuant  •  •  •  ■  miffMmn  £ufeb.  de  hfaityiii 
PalcAin.  c.  5. 

[1 79I  Eb1U».  de  Martyr.  Paklia.  e.  13. 

[iSeJ  Aagotfa.  CoUat.  CSmbagla.  Cei,  iii. 

t  J.  ap.  Tillemont,  Memoires  Ecclefiaftiqucs,  torn. 
V.  part  i.  p.  46.  The  controvcrfy  with  the  Donn- 
tiAs  has  refleded  fome,  though  perhaps  a  ffiiiel, 
light  on  the  hiftory  of  the  African  church. 

£181]  Enftbiaade  Martyr.  PaleOia.  C.13.  He 
doica  hit  aarraiion,  by  afluring  us  that  thefe  weiw 

tbe  martyrdom)  inf.lfUd  in  Paleftine,  during  tbe 
mMt  coatfe  of  the  pcrfccutioa.   The  vth  chapter 
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«f  Uf  viiith  book,  which  relatei  to  tbeprovioce  of 
Tbebafs  in  Egypt,  may  feeni  to  cootndiA  onr no* 
derate  computition  ;  but  it  will  only  lead  as  to  ad- 
Mire  the  artful  management  of  the  hitloriai). 
^tt&ac  ti»jSke4bnt  of  the  not  exqoUie  citiehy, 
tbenoft  remote  and  fequellered  country  of  the  Ro- 
■lU  empire,  he  rclatci  that  in  Thebaii,  from  ten 
ID  en  hundred  perfoos  had  frequently  fufFcred 
martyrdom  is  the  fame  day.  Eat  when  he  pro* 
ceeds  to  mention  hit  own  jooraejr  into  Egypt,  bit 
lamnage  infcnfibly  become*  morecaatioui  and  mo> 
iaaxg,  loflctd  of  ■  l«ge,  but  definite  aanber* 
h»  l^eak*  of  naiiy  clirilliaiii  (m)>iutt)i  md  not 

artfully  felefts  two  ambiguous  vkorilf  ( ■r'ftia'^',  *ud 
— -J — — "t}  which  may  £gnify  either  what  he  had 
1bcB»  or  tilMt  he  had  heatd»  either  the  cxpefiatioa 
or  the  execution  of  the  panifhmeot.  Having  thus 
provided  a  fecure  evaHon,  he  commiii  the  equivo- 
cal pafTage  to  hi;  rr adcr*  and  tranflators  ;  juftly  con- 
ceiving that  their  piety  would  induce  them  to  prefer 
the  moft  favourable  fenfe.  There  wti  perhaps  fome 
4Balice  in  the  remark  of  Theodoras  Metochita,  that 
•U  who,  like  Softbiati  bad  heca  aunrcfiaat  with 


the  Egjrpdaoi*  delighted  ia  aa  oMcait  aad  ialii* 
cate  iyfo.  (See  Valafioa  ad  loe  ) 

[ i8s]  Whee  Patefiae  wu  dhidid  lalo  three,  dw 

przfedure  of  the  eaU  contained  forty  eijh-f  pro- 
vinces. As  the  ancient  dillindion&  of  nauont  were 
long  fiace  aholilhcd*  the  Ronaaa  ditribated  the 
provinces,  according  to  a  geaeial  propoftioa  of 

their  extent  and  opulence. 

[183J  Ut  gloriari  poflint  nullum  fe  innocectium 
pereniiTe,  nam  et  ipfe  audivi  aliquot  gloriastet, 
qaia  adminifiratio  fua,  in  hac  pane*  faerit  iacta* 
cala.   LaAaat.  InlitDt.  Divin.  T.  11. 

[1S4]  Grot.  Annal.  dc  Reboa  Selgids,  1.  i.  p. 
ta.  Bdk.  fan, 

[185]  Fra-Paolo  (Illoria  del  Concilio  Tridentino, 
1.  iii.)  ftdttces  the  number  of  Belgic  nartjrrt  to 
{0.000.  In  leaning  aad  medeiatioB,  Fra-Paolo 
was  not  inferior  to  Grotins.  The  priority  of  iJmc 
gives  fome  advantage  to  the  evideitce  of  the  fwrner, 
which  helolte  1)7  the  diAiaca  of  Vcaicc  fiwi  (fee 
Nctherlaada* 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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Page  £.  line  ii./«r  ftate  the       ftate  of  the 
IJ,—  ^  /»r  corfct  r.  corflet 
«».— — 27.  /•r  Tyf*  r.  Teyfs 

  6^  yir  defcribe  r,  defcnbei 

■  iQ. /ar  Tingitania  r.  Tingitana 
— — ou./ir  eniured  r.  Tcntarcd 
IX.  /"w  work  r.  work* 

—  6  /rom  bottom,  /ir  Cerop*  r.  Cecropi 

  /»r  vinei  r.  vine 

  L.  /ir  whom  r.  which 

- 1 4.  /«r  that  r.  thaa 

—  ^  f*r  between  r.  among 
■— 1|.  />r capital  r.  Capitol 

16.  for  tribunal  r.  tribunitian 
— —  ^  ftr  would  r.  could 

  3  from  bottom,  far  ftate  r,  fate 

— -  2  &      /»»•  Faico  r.  Faico 
— —  it  from  bottom,  ftr  flatten  r.  Rattereri 

—  penult,  ftr  natual  r.  natural 

—  1^  Jilt  into 

— 2j  ftr  monarchies.   That  r.  monar^ 
chies ;  and  that 

—  liftr  their  r.  ihoft 
 II.  ftr  or  r.  nor 

^  from  bottom,  /iw  concioufnefs  r. 

confcioulneft 
£.  /ir  the  r.  he 

  ^  from  bot. /»r  feperated  r  feparated 

 U  /•'•of  the  ^Iithridatctr.  of  Mithridate* 

  i;  yir  legion  r.  legions 

— ^ult.  ftr  having  r.  leaving 

11^  fir  lofc  the  importance  r.  lofe  their 
weight  and  importance 

330.  2Q.  ftr  Tyane  r.  Tyana 

33  ^.  Lfc  /'^  g«'atify  r.  ratify 

!tU'— — '  d  from  bot. /«rDioclefian  r.  Diocletian 

34Z.          d  from  bottom,  ftr  Alma  r.  Almo 

3>i.       ax. yir  Hoping  fides  r.  Hopes. 
3IS'^        3. /war.  as 


3» 

i 

Zi 

z 

IC4. 
ftio 

Hi* 
1 27. 

•ii: 

lit 

Z48. 

s6:. 
298. 

ill 
3'9' 


P«g«377. 
390.- 


(Or 

4i± 


64.  


ill.——. 


line  I  s.  yir  on  the  occafion,  r.  on  this  ocoifion 

16. /«r  diftinAion  r.  diflindions 
— — .  7  from  bottom,  ftr  and  if  we  borrow 
the  warm  expreffion  of  a  contempo- 
rary, r.  and  (if  we  may  borrow  the 
warm  cxprefGon  of  a  con  temporary) 
— ~  2.  f^  and  by  their  maaners  r.  and  bjr 
the  aullerity  of  their  mannera 

  g.  ftr  then  r,  that 

  ^  from  bottom  /ir  war  r.  wara 

10.  /«r  courted  r.  courting 
£  from  bottom,  put  a  lemlcoloo  after 
IJttatry ; 

S30.—- —  l6i  /if  That  confiderable  r.  that  a  coa- 

fiderable 

;36.     "23.  //A  (,)  after  miftnfi 

LQ»  /ir  feemcd  r.  was  defigned 
/ir  GalicnuB  r.  Gallienas 

line  ftHult.  ftr  guard  r.  guards 
J  7 J—  ^  ftr  cmperos  r.  emperor* 
8]         u.  ftr  Scnphus  r.  Seriphoa 
^/ir  inverts  r.  invents 
L.  /«r  cayeum  r.  Ca^eta» 

  Z./ir  Vindabonar.  VindoboU 

3./irviAors  r.  Vi&ora 

  a,  /ir  laid  r,  lain 

XV.— lijj— —  v/jir  year  r.  day 

  ^put  a  comma  after  ra'itnihmi 

jcj—  1. /ir  Herod ium,  r.  Herodiao 

xxr.  /ir  Note  [ai  j  r.  [91] 

xxviii.  note  [3^]  line  ^/"'  inaccuracy  r.  accuracy 

XXX.- 

xxxi.- 
xtiv.- 
Uii.- 
Ivii.- 


i/ir  with  r.  by 
1 1]  -       3.  /gr  Akrim^n  r.  Ahrimaa 

31 J  alL/ir  Proret  r.  Freret 

Tu— 3./ar  the  r.  their 

38J  uli./ir  Carpiin  r.  Carpi  in 

I  aoj— >i.  afitr  ancieDDe*  tdd  ton.  h 
Ixviii.—- — (43]— j.  ftr  comparier  &  compararierr 
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